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. The Jajfna Collcge Techmical Instituls -
*  Tenth Anniversary Celebrations on 26-9-80°
Three Members of the Board Management and Aid
‘of Trustees from Boston, Dr. Telfer The lapse of ten years is an
Mook, the General Secretary of the appropriate stage for an assess-
UCBWM, Mr. Richard Edmunds, mentof a Project., A Council of 15
the Treasurer and Mr, Robert Day, membersgoverns the Institute, com-
Chairman of the Investment Com- prising Engineers, Industrialists and
mittee will arrive in Sri Lanka Educationists along with represen-
during the last week of September tatives from other sectors.
to be in time to attend the Insti- There is also the Board of
tute Day at Jaffna College on  Directors of Jaffna College which
26-9-30 which marks an imDOT“}nt is in overall charge of the com-
milestone in Technical Education plex, Most of the members of the
which was introduced In 1970 as BN the~ Dotbeil P aye i
an integral part of the Educational Jaffna and are able continuously
Enterprise at Vaddukoddai begun {5 nionitor the performance of the
as far back as 1823. Dr. Mook [pgiitute.
“ s been associated with J.C.T.I, The Tnstitute is alko privi-

even before it was decided (ten leged to have three Trustees who
years ago) to start it, HF WS & Wil be its Honoured Guests on
participant in feasibility which took o critute Day, One of them, Mr,
place in Colombo and Jaffna. Robert Day, will- deliver the Gra-

Changes and Challenges duation Day address on 26-9-80,

Board

Till 1970, the Educational Technical Education today is
- Qomplex at Jaffna College con- 2 crucial ingredient in develop-
‘sisted of the Primary School, the ment, particularly in the Third
Secondary School, the Undergra- World. lo recognition of this,

duate Section and a Study Insti-
_tute: (meant for adults). But Ter-
‘tiary Education was within the
vreach of only 5 per cent of the
student population:

Jaffna College felt that it had Prospect _
to do something for the 95 per The decade that has gone

Netherlands has given a grant to
the Institute with which buildings
are being constructed — an office,
an Assembly Hall, Hostels for
Students and quarters for Staff,

‘cent, a good number of whom sought by, has provided an opportunity to.

_ technically-oriented tertiary courses, the administration and the Staff
for which existing opportunitiesin to guage in a large measure the
the country were limited because students’ potentialities and aspira-
of the financial outlay involved. tions as well as their complexes

With much faith but with and their frustrations,

- some degree of cantion, Jaffna The siren eall of the Middle
College decided to start the Tech- East and ether countries offering
nieal Institute at Kanawake. greaner pastures, have attracted no

doubt a good number of our stu-

dents. -

Our objective of improving the
quality of life in our own country
may not have, therefore, been rea.
lised to an appreciable degtee.

By a strange quirk of fortune,
the buildings were constructed and
classes were staried duripg the
same year (1974) when the Govern-
ment with precipitous haste took
over the under-graduate Depart-
ment of Jaffna College for use as The only solution to this prob-
part of the Jaffoa Campus of the — & is to produce more and more of
Bawersity, middle grade technicians so that
at least some may remain.

The residue that does remain
has brought great
Alma Mater. Nothing has given

“This unexpected phenomenon
had the effect of releasing some
of the funds of the Undergraduate

section to the Technical courses ygq greater satisfaction and joy.than
which had been newly commenced. our taking a’ job to an old stu-
This was just as well because

dent of our own institute, getting
now 90 per cent of the expenses it done by him and seeing the
on students in the Engineering finished product comparable In
Section is subsidised, In the Agri- guality to that tutned out in any
cultural Section, the courses have recognised firm,

been g0 planned and executed that e ot 25980

the student need not pay anything : ;
out of his pocket. The Institute Day Celebrations

will start at 4-15 'p, m, with the
Workshops and various plants at
the Institute in operation to enable
the parents and visitors to have
a look round,

At a Public Mesting later, the
Director will present a Heport of
the progress of the Institute, Mr,
Robert Day from the Hoard of
Trustees will dgliver the Gradua-
tion Day address,

The Diplomas and Certificates
will then be given away to the
recipients,

Parents, well - wishers, Old
Boys and Friends of the Institute
Bare welcome,

Cotirses, Crafis and Diplomas

There are today four techni-
gian courses and four craft eourses
on the Engineering side with a
total admission,in May this year
of 179 in the Engineering Section
at Vaddukoddai and 14 in the
Agricultural Section at Maruthapa-
madam,

There will be 79 recipients of
Diplomas and Certificates on lhe
completion of their courses—= 581n
the Engineering Section and 21 in
the Agricultural Section, on the

" occasion of the Institute Day this
" yem on 26:9:80.

pride to the

JAFFNA DIOCESE OF THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA
ANNUAL FESTIVAL - 1980

Saturday, 27th of September, 1980
at
VADDUKODDAI
PROGRAMME
8-30 a. m. — Holy Communion Service -
Celebrant : The Rt, Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Telfer Mook

{ Geneval Seoretary,

U.C, B, W. i)

11-00 a. m, — Variety Enterfainment

12-30 p, m, — Fellowship Lunch
2-30 p: m. — Public Meeting

Chatrman: The Rt. Rev. D, J. Ambalavanar

Speaker:
4-00 p. m. — Fellowship Tea

The Rev. Dr. Telfer Mook

All are cordially invited.

- Rev. Sam Thampoe

Secretary

}_i_'_w._ B 8y Jey&s{ngam

The Funeral Service

After a brief Service in the
Parsonage conducted by Rev. 5. N.
Sugunananthan at 3 p. m. on Mon-
day (89-80) when tributes were
paid to the Pastor by Rey. 5. W.
Ariarajab, representing the Clergy
in Jaffna and the representatives
from the various associations in
the . Church — the Youth League
the Women's Auxiliary, the Sunday
School etc:, the casket, horne by
memberz of the Af_amily,'was talen
to the Church where the Service
commenced at 4 p. m,

The Rt. Rev, D. ]J. Ambalava-
par conducted the Service. He
was assisted by Rev. Wesley Aria-
rajah of the Methodist Church.
A Thevaram was sung by Sevak
Reve Sam Alfred. The Lessons
were read by Rev. 5. W. Ariarajah
and Mr. J. Atputharajah, son-in-law
of the Pastor.

* " The Church Choir and the
Uduvil Girls' School Choir ren-
dered special songs. Miss Geetha
Deva sang & solo,

Tributes to the life and work
of Rev, K. S. Jeyasingam were paid
by Rev. (Dr.) 8. Kulandran, Mr, S,
K. Thiraviyanayagam, J. P., Secre-
tary of the Church and Rev, A. C.
‘Thambirajah. :

The Rt. Reév. (Dr.) S. Kulan-
dran, under whom Rev, K, 5. Jeya-
singam had served, during the
formative years of the Diocese
(1947—1970!, referred to the un-
canny skill with which the late
revered Pastor was able to solve
some of themost intractable pro-
blems of the Diocese. He also
referred o his choice, while on the
threshald of his career as a Minister
of the Church, of his partoer in
life. It was a saga for song and
story, Rev, Jeyasingam, the Bishop
said, was the king-pin  of his ad-
ministration, This made the routine
work of the Diocese very easy and
never cumbersome,

My. Thiravianayagam referred
to the very wide range of interests
in which Pastor Jeyasingam was
involved and especially his love
for and intersst in, wmatters that
pertained to the cominupily at
large. He was Treasurer of the
Chavakachcheri Development So-
ciety and of the Refugee Rehabilita-
tion Scheme.

Methodist Conference

Induction of New President

The Rev, Somuasiri K. Perera
was inducted as the President, by
the outgoing President JRev. P
Basil Rajasingham, at a very im-
pressive Service of lnduction, held
at the Methodist Church, Kollg-
pitiva, on Monday of
August at 5-30 p. m,

The Rev. P. Basil Rejasingham
conducted the Service, assisted by a,
past President, Rev Denzil da Silva,
and the Secretary of -Conference
Rev.W. 5. de Mel. After the Presi-
dent was Inductéd, he was robed
by the two ex-Presidents and was
presented with a Bible,

The new President then prea-
ched his Sermon on the ‘‘MIS-
SION OF_THE CHURCH".
Induction of Vice-President

The Representative Sessions
of the Conference, started on the
28th August, with devetions by
the mew President, followed by
his Address to Conference, There-
after Mr. ]J. Rajasingham was In-
ducted as Vice-Fresident by the
outgoing Vice-President Mr. A, P.
G. Peiris:

The new Vice:President is
the son of the late Mrs, Jessie
Jesudason, the first Head of the
Girls Boarding School, Kalmunai,
and the brotherof Mr. ]. G, Ara-
saratnam, Hetired Principal, Nal-
lur Training College, and a mem-
ber ef the Methodist Conference
for a number of years. He is
also the son-in-law of the Inte Rew.
& Mrs. G, D. Thomas of the C.5.1.
Church,

the Z25th

tribute said that Kev, Jeyasingam
gever lived as an individual.

He was on all occasions -a
vital partof & group—of his family,
of his Church and of his commu-
nity. There were saldom moments
when he was by himsell, His
initials' "K' and 'S' connoting two
important epoghs in the ministry
of the Church in this land, was
his forte im his own Ministry
which itself is now an epochal
one.

After the concluding prayer
and Benediction by the Bishop,
the Casket was horne oul of the
Church by the clergy.

The committal.rites weose pare
formed by the Bishop at the Chava-
kachcheri Church Burisl Grounds,
nssisted by Rev. Di K. Ambalava-
nar and Rev. S, Sugunananthan,

Rev. A. C. Thambirasak in hig
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MINISTER OF THE CHURCH FOR THIRTYSIX YEARS
Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam (1944—1980)

e

Reverend  Kingsbury

The
Sinnathamby Jeyasingam, FPres-
byter of the Jaffna Diocese of the

. Church of South India, who has
 been serving the last lap of his =
Ministry (before retirement] in his

.nalﬁm village, Chavakachcheri,
p#ssed away after a brief illn_ess
on Saturday September 6th, having
served for 36 years in the Ministry
of the Church,

‘Early Years

Born on October 28th, 1912,
Rev. Jeyasingam had his entire
secondary school career at Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai during which
period he was actively associated
with the College YMCA,

The annual expedition to the
Island of Elwvative, an Evange-
listic outpost of the College YMCA
{which ran a primary school in
the island) was a red-letter day
in the life of the College in the
late twenties and early thirties,

For many years, it was Jeya-
singam who, as Secretary of the
YMCA, fitted out this expedition
with great mssidoity apd organi-
sational acumen.

Cooking utensils, provisions
fora week-end stay and presents
for the children (who would be
scanning the horizon from the beach
for the arrival of the team on the
appointed :_ln.y] were all accommo-
"dated in sturdy boats, propelled by
oars, along with a human cargo of
30 to 40 youthful stount hearts which
included two cooks from the Col-
lege Boarding.

The boats, fitted with sails,
left the Araly ferry at about 1-30
p. m, on a Friday afternoonm, trus.
ting to the winds for its course
and arrived at the destination at
dusk on the same day.

Jeyasingam as a student had
learnt his first lessons in Evange-
listic work at the distant outpost

_ of Eluvativi,

A Rich Heritage

He entered the Ministry of the
Church- of the J.C.S.1.U.C, (he
was ordained at Uduvil on the
10th of March, 1944) with a rich
heritage.

His father, the Rev, J. K. Sin-
nathamby was President of the
Jaffoa Council of the South India
United Church for ten years, He
was also the Council's First Hae-
cutive Secretary and later the Gen-

eral Manager of Schools under the
SULC.

Gilded Landmarks

Bev. K, &. Jeyasingam's period
of service in the Ministry of the
Church, coincided with important
landmarks in the history of three
of the larger churches he served.
These occasions provided him with
oppartunities for vigorous leadership

_rajah of the

which he looked forward to, with
great zeal.

The Manipay Church (1831—
1956) celebrated its 125th Anni-
versary from the 20th to the Z3rd
of July 1956, a year after Rev.
Jeyasingam took charge of the
Church.

The Revival Meetings he or-
ganised at Manipay in connection
with the Anniversary were ad-
dressed by outstanding leaders
of the Church—Rev. (Dr.) D. T.
Niles, Bishop Kulendran, Rev.D.].
‘Ambalavanar, Mr. J. G. Arasarat-
nam and Mr, K. P. Muthiah.

For the first time in the his-
tory of the Manipay Church, a
Fellowship Lunch was held on
the climactic day of the cele-
brations, A history of the Church,
written in Tamil by Mr. J. V.
Thambinayagam, was also released.
o The Uduvil Church (1820—
1970} celebrated its 150th Anni-
versary from May 17—20, 1970,
The Revival Meetings duriog these
days were addressed by Rev. Fray,
a mnew short-term missionary re-
siding in the village with his wife,
at that time and Rey. M. A, Ratna-
Methodist Church.
Thirty candidates were confirmed
at a Communion Service on 20-5-70.

At the Garden Party and Pub-
lic Meeting held on the evening
of the, 20th, Mrs. D, C, Anketell,
the oldest member of the Church
cut the Birthday Cake and Mrs,
Mary Fry released the History of
the Uduavil Church written in
English, by a member of the-Church,

The Chavakacheheri Church
Silver Jubilee, from the 15th
to the 17th of May, 1976 duripg
the tenure of Rev, K. S, Jeya-

singam, as Pastor, was of gz
different kind. It was a Silver
Jubilee to eelebrate the 25th

Anniversary of the completion of
the New Church at Chavakacheheri
in 1951, ;

The Revival Meetings were ad.
dressed by Rev. Wesley Ariarajah,
Chairman of the North gpg East
‘Methodist Synod.

That the Silyer Jubilee
celebrations were organised by
the Pastor as scheduled, in the
midst of his mental Stress on
the loss of his wife, Marjarie, on
the 8th of March that Year (1976)
is. an evidence of the importance
and halo he gave in his ministerial
career to events in church life,

Pioneering Efforts

During his Ministry of 36
years, Rev, K. S, Jeyasingam was
called upon from time gf time
to pioneer or share in the pionegr.
ing and promotional ventures of
the Diocese. He was put in
charge directly of the Evangelistic
Wark of the Diocese for eight
years conseculively. He wagq at
other times the Convener of the
Evangelistic  Committee

of
Diocese. e
In 195?‘. he was delegated
by the Executive Committee

to accompany the Rf, Rey,

S. Kulandran, then Bish:p “:;-d)
Mrs. Kulandran to Malaya on a
Good Will Mision, e was for
all purposes the Secretary of the
Mission, handling the Organisational
aspect of the Tour, The ‘Migsion’
stiled from Colombo gp 48 57 and

roturned on 6-7-57 baving forged
links which would otherwise have
possibly become weakened or even
snapped.

In May 1947, three years after
his Ordination, Rev. K. 5. Jeyasin.
gam and his wife were sent to
Colombo to copsolidate the work
in Colombo commenced by Rev.
G. M. Canagaratnam and his wife
who were the first JDCSI Workers
at Colombo from 1943—1947.

Rev. & Mrs, K. 5. Jeyasingam
plunged themselves for eight years
spiritedly into the pionesring worlk
in Colombo, building - aseiduously
on the foundations laid by Rev. &
Mrs. G, M. Canagaratnam. The fol-
lowing comment on the work of the
Jeyasingams at Colombo in the
Council Bulletin of 1955 speaks
for itself :(—

"Their energy and devotion,

their tact and stedfastness are

beyond praise and the parting
on both sides was not accom-
plished without tears and
poignant sorrow'’:

Bishop’s Commissary

Twice in his career, Rev. K.
S, Jeyasingam bas been function-
ing as the Bishop's Commissary.
The first occasion was im April
1959, when Bishop Kulandran ap-
pointed him his Commissary when
he left for lodia for about
months to work on a book.

“The JDCSI Bulletin of 1960
has thefollowing reference to this
period:i—

nine

“Rev, Jeyasingam has many
qualifications for the post he
held, an- inherited administra-
tive ability, an unruffled tem.
per, a willingness to shoulder
almost every variety of burden
and a genial trust-worthiness
that seems to welcome bur-
dens'.

The second occasion on which
Rev. Jeyasingam served as Bishop's
Commissary was in September 1970
when he was appointed the C.5J.
Moderator's Commissary duripg
the interregnum following the re.
tirement of Bishop Kulandran on
the completion of his full term in
September- 1970 and the Conse-
cration of the New Bishop, the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar on
30-6-71.

The Council Bulletin of 197]
has this nete of appreciation of
his stewardship during a crycia)
period in the annals of the Digcege:.

“The position of a Commis-

sary in the context of a Bishop's

election is fraught with many
dangers and difficulties, That

Rev, Jeyasingam carried on the

administration of the Diocesze

for those nine months is in

itself an achievement for which

be has to be congratulated”,
Broad Shoulders

Shortly after thereturn of the
Jeyasingam’s from Colombo, 'the
Fﬂ.ke-a\rer‘ of schools became a live
issue. In. Jaovary 1960, before
the Diocese could wake up tolts
full implications, the Government
had already spread its tentacles
over all denominational Schools.

The unprecedentedly heayy
burden of representing the Diocese
as its authorised officer, ;
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the properties it bad lost or was
in danger of losing, fell on they
shoulders. of Rey. K. 5. Jeyasingam,
But fortunately for the Diocese, he
had shoulders broad encugh to bear
the load and & spirit brave enough
not to be unduly shaken by the
event,

At this time Rev. Jeyasingam
wrs also the Evanpgelistic officer
of the Diocese and on one occasion
he quipped to the writer (who
incidentally was his school mate at
Jaffoa College), "People say, 1 am
a Minister of the Church without a
Church and a Manager of Schools,
without a School". Heavy Hui.
dens were borne but never with

a heavy feeling.
Whenever any event of im-
portance in the anmals of the

Church takes place, or whenever
an additional responsibility has to
be assigned, ‘the Diccesan Execu-
tive at that time and Bishop Ka-
lapdran turned to Rev. Jeyasingam,

The Ter Jubilee celebrations
of the American Ceylon Mission
involving the plannlog out add
execution of a programme for 3
successive days | Sept. 26—28, 1966)
was put inthe hands of a Central
Committee whose Convener was
Rev. Jeyasingam.

When it was decided that the
ACM Press at Tellippalai should
be moved to Manipay, it was Rev;
Jeyasingam on whom the whole
weight of the venture was thrown.

 When in 1957, the authorities
in Madras requested the JDCSI
to establish & Branch of the CLS
in Jaffoa, it was again Rev. Jeya-
singam who aceepted the respon-
sibility of being its first Manager.

Identification ‘with Community

One of Reyv. Jeyasingam'’s out-
standing traits as & clergyman
was his identification with the
community in the midst of which
he worked as a Christian Min-
ister.

A sphere of interest in which
he broke new ground in his parish
this' year was to arouse a -deeper
and more abiding interest in the
community about its life-style and
the example the parents should set
to the children in the matter of
stewardship of their mesgre resour-
ces in the confext of unprecedented
intlation.

A meeting was actually con-
vened of those interested and a
useful diseussion held and, a eourze
of action charted.

QOue of his last acts as Pastor
at Chavakachcheri was to attend
a Market Openirg Cereniony in the
village. [(We are told ha attended
this ceremony comiog from tha
hospital ward and returniog to it
after the ceremony).

It is no wonder that an un-
precented number of people con-
verged on Chavakachcheri to pay
their last respects (o him on Sep-
tember ¥ and

It may well be said of him
in the words of Quintus Horace,
the Roman Poet, "“"Muliis ille bonis

Fflebilis oceidit”. ("'By many a good

¢ G, P, O,, St Lanka under No, QB [ 8925 |78,
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man wept, he dies's
C.E, R,

by Alr.” Philp

Lady of Miracles Hast Road, Jafina, and published by
Navalar Road,
Iafisa, on Friday, 1Zth September, 1989,

Jaffna, at Sri Sanmuganath&



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)

