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A REPROACH TG ANY PEOILE

% On his 80th Birithday

Rt. Rev. (Dr.) 5. Kulandran
King of Kings: and Lord of Lords;
Unto Thee with thankful werds,
Lifting hearts of gratitude;
Asking for Thy Beatitude,
Near your Mercy Seat we bend.
Do we pray for Bishop friend,
Reached full eighty years of Grace.
Accept him, more years to trace,
Nearest to Thy Sacred Will,

( Lines composed and dedicated
by a grateful diseiple and friend
to Bishop Kulandran on his
sightieth Birihday)

Bishop Kulandran Reaches 80
[Extract from the 33rd Bulletin of the
; Jaffns Diccese]

We rejoice over the fact
that Bishop Kulandran completes
his 80th Birthday on 23-9:80.
"By reason of strength ™ is what
{he Psalmist attributed to those

of four score years. The Bishop
however,  has disproved _the
‘Psalmist that they be just:

*"labour and sorrow’.

The ten years of retirement
‘the Bishop has used most pro-
fitably and creatively both for
the community at large and the
church in particular,

A major book on Transcen-
dence on which he was engaged,
has already reached the printers
and we look forward to reading
it with profiit. =

He put out a biography of
the late Rev. S. Selvaratnam and
now ke is epgaged in the writing
of the hisiory of Jaffna College.

The clergy, and past and
present members of the Ixe-
cative Committee [elicitated him
at a brief function op the 20th
of September. A festschrift in
his honmour to which eighteen
authors have contributed will be
published by the CLS Madras
shortly, The authors include
Bishop Ieslie Newbigin, Lakshman
Wickremasinghe, Dr. Telfer Mook,
Fr. Xavier Thapinayagam, Dr.
M. H. Harrison, Dr. S, Araca-
ratopam and others.

We wish the Bighop many
more years of happy retired life.

Foreign Banks in Sri Lanka

Siz Foreign Banks have started
business in Sri Lanka. They are
Overseas Trust Bank (Hong Kong)
Ltd., the Indo-Suez Bank, the
Baok of Credit and Commerce
International, the Citibank, the
‘American Express Bank and the
Bapk of Oman,

T'firee further Banks have been
approved. They are, ABW EBEank
| Netherlands), the FEurope-Asia.
Bank, and the Habib Bank [A.G.
Zurich),

The new Foreign Banks, ac-
| tording to soms news reports, are
. SOncentrating malnly on fnancing
- 'Mmports, especially . from their
. Sountries of origin.

Some attempts made by Feer-
Banks to lura depositors from
12 Banks bave beem curbed.
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Editora’ Note

Printivg exigencies compel us
to make our issues of the 19th
and 26th of September, 1980, &
composite one.

India
Identity Cards for all Voters

Identity Cards will be issued
to wvoters in future ealections of
the Lok Sabha and State Assem-
blies. Indelible ipnk hitherlo used
has been found to be ineffactive.

The National Physical” Labo-
ratory IZxperts in India have held

that the ink eould he eraced by
using some chemicals.
This system will also keep

off foreigners from participation
in Elections.

Each laminated eard with
photograph is expected to cost
Rs. 2:50 each bringing the total
cost of printing identity cards to
the stagegering figure of Rs. 90
Crores.

Obih{z_zfy
Mr. C. C. J. Gulasekharany

The death oceured of Mr. C.
C. J. Gulasekharam {Charlle), re.
tired Assistant Commissioner of
Inland Revenue on Tuesday the
26th July, 1980. He was the eldest
son of the Late Professor . I,
V. Gulasekharam and Mrs Gula-
sekbaram of Sangilithoppu, Nallur,
Jafina.

Ie had his entire education
at Royal College and finished up
his academic career at the Uni-
versity of Ceylon, Colombo, He
was an enthuosiastic social worker
and Honorary Secretary of the
Tamil Union for a number of
YEArS, :

He leaves behind besides his
wife, Sheila and the daughters
Pushparani, Shartharani and Va-
santhy, and son Viji, a host of
friends and relations to bemoan
his loss. The funeral rites were
conducted by Bishop Cyril Abeya-
nayake and Rev. J. R, Ratnana:
yagain both at the residence and
at the grave side,

L
Mrs. Rajamanie Dana

We are sorty to record Lhe
dedth which occurred in Singapore
on 11-8-80 of Rajamanie Dana
Nee Mary Lee (83), the eldest of
the six daughters of Mr. George
Liee, atone time Principal of Eton
College, Colombo,

Her maternal grandfather, Mr.
E. H. Lawrence was farmetly a
Head Master at Uduvil Girlg' Col-

lege. Her husband, Mr. Kajasun-
daram Dana predeceased her in
1952, She leaves behind five sons

and three daughters, one of whomn
iz the wife of the late Dr. R. A,
Mather.

A Service of Thapksgiving
for her life was held &t the Tamil
Methodist Chureh, Siogapore on
13:9-80.

Private Medical College
Projeet

The Government has granted
& U9 year I.ease of the Convales-
cent Home, Thalagolla, Ragamea

to “set up the MNorith Colombo
Medical College (NCMC), Sri
Lankas' first Private Medical
College.

According to the Private Me-
dical College sources, over 700
students have already applied to
enter the Medical College which is
expected to commence work by
1981,

Dr, Shelton Cabraal, Director
of the Post Graduate Institute of
Medicing, Sri Lanka has been eleg:
ted to serve on the Board of
Governers,

. Study Commitieés bave already
been appointed to draw up the

carriculim and work out the staff |

requirements.

Compmernt

Development Councils and
Decentralisation

The claim that the law decen-
tralises and demoeratises the admi-
nistration has been refuted by no
less a person than the Bill's an-
thor, President J. R. Jeyawardens
himself. An official hand out from
the President’s Secretariat pub-
lished inthe Daily News (21-8-80)
gquotes him as =sayiog' —

"The Development Councils
possess only constitutional powers.
The Executive power is with the
Distriet  Minister. Before this,
EVEery go%erumeni axpected to create
Distriet Councils with executive
power. But these Development
Counclis do not enjoy Executive
POWers, -

They do not have the powers
that even the Mupicipal Councils
Urban Councils and Town Couneils
POSSESS,

In this way, the Executive

powers of control of the Deve-
lopment Conncils are in.the hands
of the District Minister and the
Executive Committee chosen by the
President without whose consent
these Councils have no power to
do anything, If the need arises,
the President can dismiss or change
all thres parties.
+ The Development Councils
will consist of (a) & District Min-
ister (b) the MP's of the area
(ax-officio) members (c) elected
members whose total number should
be LESS than the Ex-officio
members.

The President will decide how
mnany elected members each De-
velopment Council will have, irrgs-
pective of the size of the Dis-
trict or its population.

ThHe Law also does not spell
put the process by which the elec-
ted members will be chosen,
Indeed it does not even state that
{hey should be elected by univer-
sal frarchise.

Forward 1-9-80
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Apply to ;
The Manager,
' Morning Star®,
VADDUKODDAL

“God’s Word Open to All”

The United Bibla Societies
Couneil Meeting will ba held this
year in Chiang Mai, Thailand,
from September 23 to October 5.

Some 200 participants from
90 countries of the world will
discuss the theme "God’s World
Open to all”, Justice Vincent
Thamotheram and Rev, Basil Raja-

singam will represent Sri Lanka
at this Conferepce,

IN_BRIER

O  Implementation: Ministers K.
W. Devanayagam, S- Thonda-
man and C, Rajadurai have been
asked by the Government to take
jolnt action with regard to the
complaint that even theugh the
constitution recognised Tamil as
& National Langnage in effect
no machinery exists 1o imple-
ment the policy.

O Food and Fuel: Recent de-
‘ preciation on the Sri Lanka
Rupee (particularly zgainst the
US Dollar} {s substantially boos-
ting the country’s import Bill,
particularly in relation to foed
and fuel,

O Increased Dulies: Thetax on
adding machines, air-conditio-
ners, and other types of elec-
trical equipment would be In-
creased from 25 per cent to 50
per cent, There will glso be an
import duty of 12 per cent on
motor cycles which are now
brought duty free into the
cotniry. ;

O . The 'Cost' of Vandalism: The
spate of violence on “'Black
Friday" (8-8.80] in Colombao
Fort, has resulted in more than
half a million rupees in damage
to public and private property.

O Pookoodai is a Tamil Christian
monthly magazine brought out by
the CLS, The first issue came
out on the 4th of December last
year. {Dr. Chandran Devanesan
presided at & function in which
this magazine was released, Mr.
H. B. Rajkumar, .is the Editor
of the Magazine. It is essent.
ially a family magazine consis-
ting of short stories, profites ete.
etc, There are also daily Bible
Readings for the whole month,

IN MEMORIAM

In LovVING MEMORY
or
Dr. Samuel
Thamotheram Aiyathurai

Born: 10th December
Died: September 25th 1967

Precions memories of your loving
and selfless Deeds.
Remaln desp in our Hearts.
Your loving wife, -children and
Grand children.

16, Somasundram Avenue,
Chundikuli,
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THE MORNING STAR -

EDITORIAL 3
The Jaffna Diocese—Another Milestone

“The Thirtythird Annoal Festival of the Jaﬂ‘nu_Dl_EciE; ;J; 1{{::
Chutch of South India falls this yea,r by a happy Zmlmi_;i:was s
‘very date—September 2?tb—th13l the Church of South In

. gurated in 1947 at St. George's Cathedral, Madras. e

3 “God has matched us with His hour™ sgid the R‘ev,rq_]). cn;";luj
Haoper la member of the Joint Committee for man}:r_ t)e?‘:‘occasiuu,
ding his Sermon  which he preached, on that hllssrinclude(] e
svhen 15 new Bishops were consecrated—a group whie Sesusmtia
own Bishop—the Rt. Rev. (Dr.) S, Kulandran, the first Bishop

* Jalloa Diocese of the C.5. 1.

: docesan -
One of the andiluted pleasures associated with the Dioce

] . - . I'h
Festival this year is Bishop Kulandran's Eightieth Birthday whic

synchronises with the 33rd Annual Festival of our‘ﬁloc_ﬂc-gnm i

During the 23 years of his epﬁscopacy [he éa;l:;edm;_uhils ;iutlr.\llecA
Jeffan Diocese was fortunate in being able to dr
tual and theological reservoirs, !

On his side, we have little doubt, that he would 1‘3‘:“‘1(‘“_"‘:: fI;r
the Jaffua Diocese (with its ‘hub’ at Vaddukoddai), Ragepil vice for
Mission which gave him ample scope fur:rr ll:ez eorichment and stim

is own intellectual and spiritual faculties. “ Y
o hRich as has been ouor heritage, and proad too our mo(}i'l;;ﬂts_
which have ‘“maiched us with His hour"”, the past decade e
1930} has: witnessed new challenges and new responsibilities,: unp

ed in their magnitude,
ﬂ“tBiShbp Ambalavanar, the present incumbent, we w.ould rec?;lect.
was consecrated at the Cathedral Church, Vaddukcd_dal on 30"[1'}1 , 0D
the aftermath of an insurrection in the country, the like of which was
pever witnessed before, ;

~ For a sustained period of a few weeks, certain ‘stra.ieglc spats
in the hinterlands, where thare was a vast concentration of the pea-
saniry, were virtually under the ‘'zovernment’ of insurgents. :

We say this with some emphasis to underscore the “climate” in
“the ﬁ.ﬁmtry which provided the backdrop for eur Diocesan anpals
= 1970—1580 a, “climate” which, in our view, has not substantially
changed in character from the days of the Insurrection—{August 1977
Angust 1950 are months to be remembered in our annals),

It is really unfortupate that organic Church Union (which in 1970 was

almost 28 accomplished reality] marked a recession which has been
undoubtedly one of the major embarassments which has confronted the
church in faeing squarely in recent years, as a Christian Church, the
-challenges of the tapgled crisis of our time,
As important as reviviog an ailing Church Union Movement
in our couniry, in our yiew, is to emsure that the slogans
'Ca-operation”, “Unity” and “Joint action for Mission” so richly asso.
ciated with the Movemant da not become destitute of their hallowing
charm by oor invoking these terms haphazardly in a spirit of op-
portunism,

As'z Diocese, we have felt that whatever challenges we have
to meet, the focus of our vision should be to. witness more relevantly
and meaningfully in z vastly changing world,

The Multipurpose Farm at Varany with
New Market, the Boy’s Home at Manipay and
anthan Church Project beyond Elephant Pass are seme of the ways

in which _'th_e Diocese, under God,. has concretely borne witness to
the new semse of mission in the church.

its retail point in the
the Kilinoehchi—Par-

an Asian Church we should not forget
has 49,4 Ber cent of the world’s pgpu-

tly in theclogical discussions whether it iz
not reasonable to have g “Chaplain” for liberation movements when
there #s a “Chaplain” for the armed forces,

Even in the last war, it is reported Hitler's armies had their
full eompliment of Catholic and Lutheran Chaplains,

Is the servics of "Liberation Movements” different? Colin Moris,
& writer on South African Liberation Movements says that “the fres-
dom fighter” whether he operates In Zambesi Valley or a Chicage
gheito is nor introducing violenee into' & perceful society for:—

¥ - ~

‘To starve people is viclence: to tab them of {heir dignity
and self-respect is- violencs: to deny them political rights or
to discriminate against them Is viglence, Elaberate structures

of viclence make g terrorist what he ig and he faces them
as a weaker adversary”,

We' leave thess tholghts with o
decade in our annals, a frightfully n
and frustration is souring the lives
youth.

: The CCA Seventh Assembly meetg in May 1951 in Bangalore to
discuss the thme Life in Christ with No better theme eould

t People.
l_nvu been chosen for the Assembly ang na better time to diseuss it

ur readers as we eptar another
ew decade in which bitlerness
of many people, partienlarly, the

The Assembly theme remi
Pregioant with meaning in- the age in which w
koown only by the MaEs:—

v 3
The Pastoral Evangelist is a lover
one by one',

nds us increasingly of those .wurds 50

e live, when People are

of human beings,

Letier to the Editor
Yoga for Christians

I was one of those who fol-
lowed the Yoga classes comducted
for the clergy and laymen at the
Christa Seva Ashram, Jaffna, The
Chureh of South India has thought
it wise to introduce Yoga for
Christians with a view to deve-
loping the deeper inner life of a
Christian. ‘The C.S.I. should be
congratulated on this endeavour
and the Bishop of the Jaffoa Dio-
cese, in particular, for baving taken
the initiative to introduce Yoga
for the Christians in Sri Lanka,
The time is not far off when the
other Churcbes in Sri Lanka will
be compelled ta fall in line for a
renewal of their Faith through the
Yoga discipline-

I must state at the ontset that
on the whole the course was an
excellent one for those interested
in the deeper inmer lifs ministry,
Although some of us who followed
were pot conditioned for such g
course, yet it served as a break
through, for the worn qut methads
of religions practices, The intre-
ductory talk delivered 'by. Bizshop
Sundereson. removed aj] doubts
that Yoga was a Hinda concept,
In fact the Hindus themselves do
not call it Hindp Yoga, Yoga is
for all who wish to awaken them-
selves lo the deeper EXperience
of conseious union with the Cre-
ator. The methods taught and
the technical words ysegd by Bishep
Sudereson were all from the works
of Patanjali and the Raja Yoga
of Swami Vivekanands, Bishop
Sundereson's directive that the
techniques we arg inuorporating
to realise the Christian concept
of oneness namely ‘Abide in me
and I in you' shoglg be termed
as Christian Yoga, does not appear
to be correct. We could eall it
a Christian Yoga only if we have
bad a technique of our own other
than that preseriheq in the Raja
Yoga., Further, there is ng docu-
mentary evidence that our early
saints or mystics haya used such
techniques,  Sipce our

! intention
s to embody what g beneficial
to us in order to uplif¢ ourselves

It would suffice if we m
it a Yoga for Christians,

‘Be still and know that 1 am
God' proved an appropriate theme
for the entire course.. To guiaten
the mind, one has to chant at
the begining, Bishop Sundereson
wanEed all of us ¢o chant Aam
t.;gw} to begin with, For the
Hindu the word Om (@) is the
sound, symbhol representing God.
It looked a hit unnatural for ug
to chant Aam (guu) when the
vowel A sound does

e ! nat have its
origin at the navel, Tt jsg known
fact that the werd Amen used

by the Christians ang the word
Ameen used by these who follow
Islam have had their origin in
the word Om. The Nathaupasang
as taught by the Bishop sounds
logieal only when we chant Om
and not Aam, It would thera-
fore be far better to chant Amen
(three phases) to begin with, as
it embodies the soung Om,

Bishop Sundereson

empha-
sised that we shonlg be p

repared
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Promotion for Assistant
Collector of Customs

Mr, Milroy R, Salvamjah_
Senior Assistant Collector of Cus.
toms has been promoted Additiunnl
Landing Surveyor (Imports),

Mr. Selvarajah is one of the
delegates of our [Colombo Church
to the Jaffnay Diocesan |Council
and is onve of the members of
the Executive Committee of the
Dioceze,

to unlearn what we have hithertg

learnt about religion in order ta -
upgrade ourselves in spiritualfty,

This is inded a sound directiye,

We are nnable to make much

PIOgress in our Faith because of

the wrong notions we had acquired

not only of other religions byt
our own religion,

As for the exercises demon-
strated they are in pg way dif-
ferent from the Practices adopted
by Hindus because Bishop Sup.
dereson himself had Jaarpg thes®
techniques from Hindy Acharyas,

For those of us
Vedanta,  Bishop
interpretation of tha
in the light of Vedanta werg
not aliogether new, The Biple
texts chosen for addresses as well
as for study groups portrayed the

depth of what a Christian life
ought te be,

who_ knew
Sunderes‘on’,
Bible texts

The eight steps to reach sa-
madhi (oneness with the Supreme)
were all explained wel] by the
Bishop. However, there was some
confusion  between the stages
Dharana  (concentration) and
Dhyana  (meditation) as ex.
plained by the Bishop. Dha.
rana, he explained as concent.
ration on one thought only. Having -
reached this point of concentra-
tion there is no logic in allow.
ing your thoughts to dwell once
again on the different attributes
of God at the stage of medita-
tion. In fact the different atirl-
butes of God should preeede the
development of a single thought
during Dharana. Having gained
this single minded eoncentration
it is easy for a person to plunge
into meditation. In meditation,
there is therefore no thought but
only a state of conscious union
with the Divine that prevails.

Discussion times were all
lively because we left nothing un-
questioned.

All of us must be grateful to
Bishop Sundereson. for having
taught snd given these demonstra-
tions free of charge as he is ren«
dering an honorary service to the
Church of South India. His pains-
taking and wotiring efforts to im-«
part what he has learnt to thosa
in need, itself is emple testimony
of an evangelism unparalleled in
Church history. Evangelism is
not '‘ene beggar telling another
beggar where to find food", but
one person making another person

understand what he has undet-
stood,
Batticaloa. K. Jeyarajah
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