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The World Council of
Churches

© Dr. Philip Potter's term of
office as General Secretary of
the WCC has been extended
from 1-11-82 to 31-.10-85.
During his absence on leave
from 15-9-80 to 20-4.81 Dr.
Konrad Raiser the Deputy
General Secretary will act for
him.

Q@ Eminent Chinese Theologian
aod one of the first six Pre.
sidents of the WCC Dr. Chan
Tsu Ol'en died at the age of
91 in Peking. He was a
leader of the Chinese FProtest-
ants ''Three Self” movements.

© Mrs. Van Wartenberg (37) is
the new Director of the WCC
Sub-Unit on Women in Church
and Society. Ordained a minlster
of the Church in 1977, she has
published wvarious books and
study materials on South Afrca,

Pottuvil Seat Nomination

The United National Parly
bas been called upon by the
Elections Commissioner to mno-
minate a member to fill the
vacant seat a Pottuwil.

The geat fill vacant on the
death of Mr. N. Canagaratnam,
District Minister of Batticaloa,
who won his seat on the TULF
“ticket, but crossed over to the
UNP, before the promulgation of
the New constitnition in Septem-
ber 1978.

The TULF Secretary General
moved the Court of Appeal for
an order restraining the Election

ommissioner from calling upon
the UNP to nominate someone
to £ll the vacancy.

The Application was dismissed
by the Court. The Working Party
of the UNP will mest en
21-10-80 to nominate m candidate.
The President, Mr. J. R. Jeya-
wardene will preside at this
meeting.

New General Secretary of CLS

Mr. Dhevaratnam Danforth
Lill recently of the Sri Lanka
Administrative Service has been
Appointed General Secretary of
the Christian Literature Society.

He iz the son of the late
Mr. C. W. K. Damforth and Mrs.
Damforth of Uduyil.

Mr. C. W. K. Damforth was
for many years a Worker in the
Mission and later ths Jaffna

Coauncil of the South India United
Church,

IN BRIEF

O The Hindw Organ celehrated
its 97st Anniversaryon 11-9.80
with the publication of a
Special Issue. The paper was
established in 1889. Mr. R. N-
Sivaprakasam, Attorney-at-Law
is its present Editor.

O A Staggering 24,000 Million
Rupees iz the expenditure re-
Quitements for the Government's
Development Budget for next
“‘l’n

-

33rd ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF THE

IDCSI

* Apart from me you can do nothing."

The 33rd Annual Festival of
the Jaffoa Diocesan Council was
beld on 27-9-80 at the Cathedral
Church, Vaddukoddai. The whole
day programme commenced with
a Communion Service at which
the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar,
the Bishop of the JDCSI was
the Celebrant., He was assisted
by Rev. ]. ]J. Ratnarajah, Kev.
D. R. Ampalavapar and Rev. S
Jeyanesan.

The Lessons were
Mrs. I. Jeyakumar, Mr.
Vaithianathan apd Mr.
Arnold,

read by
George
8.-C.

The Sermon

The Rev. (Dr.) Telfer Mook,
Secretary of the UCBWM was
the preacher at the Service.
Basing his Sermon on  verses
1—7 of St Joho's Gospel,
Chapter 15, which contains the
well known metaphor of the
vine and the branches, Dr. Mook
said that communion with God is
“our eternal occupation. It is
not a leisure-time hobby.

The Daoor to God's presence
is always epen unlike a historic
door (of St. Peter’s Cathedral,
Rome) which, it is said, bas
opened so far only four times in
the history of the Cathedral.

On sueh rare occasions, the
Pope approaches it and strikes
it three times with a silver
hammer, It then flings open and
those who pass that way never
do so again.

Symbolic Significance

Whatever its historical signi-
ficance, that door has to us a
symbolic significance, If the door
to God's presence opens only once
in a quarter of a century how
eagerly we would walt,

But to us Christians, the
privilege of prayer and communion
with God bas bescome s0 common
place and therefore so  oiten
neglected, because God's deor to
His presence is always open.

His door, is not meant to
be opened only doring time of
distress or only for begging for
spiritual gifts. It is a means of
continuous fellowship with Him
till we are one with God and
lose sight of ourselves and our
goals,

The Mar Thoma Church
Prayer Book has the following
line which we should make our
own Prayer : — " Father, make clear
to me my eternal occupalion,
my occupation with Thee. "

Public Meeting

After a programme of musie,
followed by a Fellowship Lunch,

St. John XV -4,

the Public
at 2.30 p. m.

Meeting Commenced

Welcoming Dr, Telfer Mook
as the Chief Speaker at the 33rd
Axlmual Festival of the Jaffna
Diacese, Bishop Ambalavanar who
pn'asided at the Public Meeting,
sa'ld- that the arrival of the
missionaries in Jaffna (15-10-1816)

Wwas celebrated annually by what
was once called the October
Festival,

Later, with the inauguration
of the Jaffna Diocese of the CSI
on 27-9-47, the Festival was
advanced to September but all
the same it was an occasion
which celebrated fwo great events
in the life of our church — the
arrival of the American Mis-
sionaries and the inauguration of
the Jaffna Diocese which took
over from the Mission the work
it bad denein Jaffoa since 1816,

The relationship between the
American Board and the Diocese
was not merely a two-way traffic
but a link with a global vision.
Dr. Mook's presence at the
Festival served to remind the
Diocese of its ecumenical character

Vitality in the feeth of Oppression

In his address, Dr. Mook
referred to the systems of oppres-
sion in the World teday in the
midst of which the Christian
Church is seeking to maintain an
undaunted strength and vitality.

The churches in Indonesia,
India and China have shown in-
crease in numbers inspite of
the pain and the anguish the
Christians bad to face in their
daily lives.

In some countries as Taiwan,
Phillippines "_ dissappearences "

and of lepg term imprisonment
of dissidents, were a common
feature,

The Christian witness of
those who are today liviog and
growing in their faith in the

midst of oppressien, the Ministry
of reconciliation, meaningfui dia-
logue between faiths and deno-
minations are phenomena which
make this era a glorious
one in the history of the
Christian Church,

The young pioneer missionaries
who set out to Iodia but landed
in Ceylon in 1816, were addressed
by a Senior Missionary at the
final Service of Commissioning.
He told them, " people must see
Christ in you before you preach
a word: never preach the theory
of the gospel before settiog in
practice in your life the gospel
itself.”

The programme for the day
concluded with a Fellowship Tea
on the grouods of the Cathedral
Chureh,

Subscription

Inland: Rs, 30/~ per year.
Foreign Air Mail-
Rs. 90/- per year.
Apply to :
The Manager,
* Morning Star i
VADDUKODDATL,

Trustees Feted by
Jaffna College Round-Table

Rev. Dr, Telfer Mook, Mr,
Rohe‘rk L. Day and Mr. Richard
N, Edmunds were feted by Jaffna
College Round-Table an Thursday
the 25th instant, Mr., T. Viswa-
nathan, the Chairman of the
Round-Table in hisg welcome speech
traced the history of tha Trust
and said that in 1872, Rs. 37,000
Was collected in Ceylon and India
and sent to America to establish
the Trust' He also said that the
problems of the teachers haye
become acute because of tha
galloplog inflation. The teachers
of Jaffos College are glad that’
the Board of Directors has granted”
& special allowance. Spm:itl'
thanks and mention must be made
of Et. Rey. D. J. Ambalavapar
who understood the problem of
the teachers almost spontaneously

and recommended g generous
increase.

Rey. Dr. Telfer Mook in his
reply said that the Trustees have
to get the ideas of the teachers
and that they would support any
Programme attempted by the staff.

— Cor,

IN MEMORIAM

|

——

IN LovinG MEMORY
OF

Mylvaganam Moses Muththu

Called to rest on 9-10.72

"“"In God’s care you rest above
in our hearis you dwell with
love.™"

Affectionately remembered by his
children, Grand children and
great Grand children.

* Imyanan '

Uduppiddy. 1-10-80.

IN MEMORIAM

In LOVING AND FRAGRANT
MEMORY OF

Theophilus Kanagaratnam
Curtis

Born: 19th Oetober, 1908
Called to Glory : 4th October, 1976

" God, vour will, nothing more,
nothing less, nothing else™

affectionately remembered by his
loved omes here and abroad,

Hulftsdorf.
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THE MORNING STAR 1

EDITORIAL
Daily Bread and Social Justice

“Qnly a Socialist Poland can be 2 free and indspgndem state,
with inviolable borders' said Communist Party Boss Gierek attemp-
ting to defuse an explosive situation in his couniry in recent months.

A millisn workers of the ship-yards of Gdansk and |}.\e industrial
wions of Silesia [ Gierek's own birth place and political strong-
5 a wave of strikes which led to the establish-

icl mn
i::'::tJ :l":tl:p;:::, independent Unions in a Soviet bloc country. ]
But ' what Glerek and probably the Wester: observers ;m:‘r‘i
to see was that it was oot " the ’°°i“_“5t systgm *, taRs C-al:;e tion
gripes but the cumbersome bureaucracies snfi economic misdirec
which were keeping the socialist system off its track.
- “roll back’ in the

: issues, as for instance a
. The fundamental

priee of meat were only the tip of the iceberg.
{ssties were much deeper and hidden.
' {What was a classless soeiety in Poland had all.. of a]dmdd_iz
; ‘rﬁd ipsidious brapches. There was one class which eould. wi .
' 11, or deutsche marks get anything they waot from ‘por
R was apother class which was struggling to
sloty (the local currency!, forming
front of butcher's shop with near emply shelves.
i third class which had neither doligrs nor
‘WT:I:I‘;“; :;ni:t::lace:saries becanse of the patural calamity of this
year's foods and low crop yields. :
Meonlighting as the axpraa_sion goes was & nlalu{al pastime. ]:t
rafarsed to workers in the public sector idlig their time duricg the
day &t their jobs with the contemptunons jibe The g?varnmgnt
tands to give us a wage and we pretend fo work ' In the
lﬂ‘l {ngs, the workers taks some other assignment in the Frivaie
;:l.m‘. .whléh they bave to perform with a due sense of doty in
return for the wages they get.
: This picturs of 2 contemporary situation in ?o]and. v.vhich we
gleaned from more thao one source, reflects, in our view with
shades of difierence a panorama of today's 5ri Lacka.

rgm' There
»ast te Fiat cars. :
live on a subsistence level with

sndless lines in

have
sams

Ladlords in our capital city or even house-owners with mak.a‘
shift iunn_gs. want rents in dollars or pcnnds‘ Is[gr]'mg and not in
Sri Lankan currency. Hotel Complexes are rising up to meet the
girmu peeds of the dollar magnates.

“Quite n load of good eating for the Businessman'' begins the
text of a large advertisement (in one of our dailes} of a leading
Hotsl Complex in Sri Lanka. But to more than eighty per cent
of our 14 million citizens, such a 'load’ is only a pipe dream.
Even bread at two rupees and five cents a pound, [popular as a
staple diet in Sri Lanka because of its saving on fuel for the
sonsumer] is a luxury for a labourer with a family, whose daily
wages does not exceed Rs. 20/-.

Hospital complexes are coming up at Peradeniya (430 beds) and
Jeyswardenepura (1001 beds). But conditions in our government
hespitals are near appalling - Patients lying under the bed, are not
& rare phenomenon.

Government School buildings in rural areas are in most cases
now two storeyed structures. But many children, especially in the
plantation aress, cannot afford to go to school.

A sum of 164.4 million rupees has been spent on higher edu-
catien in the country. But the schame of admissions to universities
is yet onder litigation and the answer seripts ecandal has eroded
the morale of the students and parests to a degres unprecedented
in oor mopals,

“Daily Bread and Soclal Justice” (an expression we have
berrowed fram Pope Paul 11) bave at mo time in onr annals been
so inextricably intertwined as at present. [Daily Bread does not of
eonrse, connote food alone but all amenities of life necessary for
decent living.]

Aecording to am article on Devalopment Aid” in Tribune
(N-‘G-alﬂ)_ every dollar which the World Bank puts into development
projects in the third World, brings 1.80 dollars in orders to the in-
dustrizl countries. Foreign aid, as a writer puts, it is, at best, an
aatibiotie which coiceals the symptoms while the disease remains
malignant. What is the respanse of the Christian Church to the
sitoation in Sri Lanka today?

We are reminded, in thiz context, of ths pungent comment of
an Asian delegate who attended one of the big Consultations held
from time to time on big thems in our Asian capitals.

* Overwhelming poverty and multi-faceted religiosity,

seperable reailties which constitute the Asian cotext R |

wondered about these delegates who were most  voeal in con-
demning multi-nationals capitalist systems, cobsumeriem apd the
thl_like and who then proceeded to chanpe their plane reser-
valions inorder ta have an exira shopping day in Singapore"

What the former Archbish
(who is expected to arrive
socisty in  Britain has a
Church today in Asia:—

two in-

op of Canterbury Dr. Donald Coggan
in Srl Laoka on Monday) said, of
caustic relevance to the Christian

" < s
The crucial question is not so much the kind of

society  we
want bul the kind of people we need to be

to achieve {1,

A Message from the

Vol. 140 No. 40

Rev. (Dr.) James S. Mather

on his 90th Birthday

Editer has asked me
for a message on my 920th Birth-

The

day, 30th September. 1 accept
his invitation gladly, and thank
him for the opportunity he has
given to me. The following words
of the Psalmist, come to my
mind often, in these days. ' Thou
art the God who doest wonders',
Ps. 77:14. My life in the past
years, has not been smooth-
sailing, bul full of obstacles and
difficulties, when I had high
mountaing to climb, and dark
valleys to cross, as well as many
privileges to enioy, apd which
were denied te many people. Life
has been to me actually @ =eries
of miracles and wenders wrought

by God, storme made calm,
mountains moved into the sea eic.
I have found that life can-

not be separated into the religious
and the secular, or into one sphere
where you npeed God, and the
other sphere where you may drop
God out, Man beloogs to God,
and is not his own. It is God
who crested man, and ever sus-
tained him. Man’s body, mind
and soul are Guod's gifts to man.
He iz the Proprietor and has a
plan apd purpose for the life of
every person, man and woman.
Therefore, man's aim and purpose
in life shanld be todo and to be
what God has plinned for him,
As Christians we believe that in
the Life and Teachings
Lord Jesus Chrigt,
revealed His plan for us, and
that should ever seek the
fulfilment and the achlevement of

of our
God has

we
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this plan. Jesus saves  the
whole person, body mind and soul,

It is eaid that the difference
between a Saint and a Sioper is
that the former is never satisfied
with himself, but the latter ig.
I have now c=erved God and our
country for sixtynine (69) years;
and as an ordained wminister for
over sixty years — ! was ordained
in February 1920, All these years,
one great lesson 1 learnt is what
St. Paul wrote in1 Corinthians 317,
" peither is he that planteth any
thing, meither he that watereth;
but God that giveth the increase',
Wherever the work of the Church
seemed to go forward, 1 noticed
every time, the Hand of God
behind it all. Our Lord promised
to Hiz Disciples, ' Lo, 1 am with
you always,” Mt. 28:18. Hers
we have the secret of wvictory
and forward-march in the work
we are called to de. In those
difficult times, we bave no ground
for despair, but onr Lord's com
panionship and partpership spur us-
to march forward, with our full
Trust in Him. In my ministry
all these past years, it is this
trust and confidence in God, that
helped me, pever to despair, but
ever to ignore the ‘thorns’, and
to follow Him, to the end, what-
ever the cost be.

[We are happy to felicitate
Rev. (Dr.} James Mather on his

90th Birthday which he cele-
brated at his home in No. 5,
Nimal Road, Colombo 4 on
30-9-80.

Dr. Mather has been a snbs-
criber to the Mornsng Star since
1912 when he was a student at
the Bangalore Theological College.

He writes to us that when
he wrote his first article to the
Morning Star in 1913, as a
second year student at Bangalore,
the Editor wrote to him, "I see,
God has given io you a pen as,
well, to preach the gosphel”,

We wish Dr, Mather many

mare years of strength and
happiness in His service.]
— Edstor,

New Principal for
Jaffna Central

Mr. N. R. Ratnasingham, the
Deputy Principal of Jaffoa Central
Collegs, has been appointed
P.rinci]:lal of the College conse-
quent on the transfer on pro-
motion of Mr. E. M. Shanmuga-
nathan s Director of Education
(Tamil Unit) in Colombo.

Mr. Ratnasingham is ope of
the few Christian Principals
under the Government in Syj
Lanka,

The rule that the Principal
of a Government School sheuld
belong to the religion of the
majority of students of that
school, has now been relaxed by
the present gevernment, The rule
does not mnecessarily apply to
denominational schools which were
taken over by the State in 1950,

ro Lawka under No. OB | 392878,

gcese of the Church of South Indin By Mr. Philp
Lady of Miracles East Road, Jafina, and published by
Navalar Road,
ithural Road, Jafioa on Friday, 3rd Qctober,

Jalina, at Sri Sanmuganatha

1960,
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