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© €Sl Bishop to be Assistant
“Bishop of Nawcutl_e
(Charch of England)

A British Methodist Mimste;
who was a Bishop in the Churj
of South India, Bishop qurnet?;-
Gill who was conmsecrated in 1972
as Bishop of the Karpataka
_Central Diocese, Bangalore, bas
returned to the United Kingdom
and has been named as the As
sistant Bishop of Newcastle.

*  He is the first CSI Bifhop
to have returned to the Uh' to
& Church of England appoint-
ment. He is also the first
Methodist (he spent 22 years with
the Methodist Missionary Society)

to become an Assistant Bishop
in the Church of Epgland in
Britain. ; i

India

5ri Lanka Repatriates in Tamil Nadu

Fiftyseven families of Sri
Lagkan repatriates officially re-
babilitated at Gunickal, Andra
Pradesh, after six months of
migery have fled to Guatakal to

get something better at Tamil
Nada,

A vaopsmtiwe_Spinning Mill
which was expectéd (o give them
_employment offered jobs only for
One person in a family, with the

wage of Ks. 3-05cts per working
day.

According to pews [8ports
six persons including a child died
of starvation,

Former DMK Chief on Funds

for
Tamil Conference

"1 am not worthy of partici-
pating in the World Tami| Con-
ference organised by the chief
Minister Mr. M. G. Ramachandran
and my knowledge of Tamil is
quite insufficient” was yp, com-
mepts reported to have peey made
by Mr. M, K:ﬂ:unanhhy. former
Chief Minister whep asked by
pressmen if be would attend (he

World Tamil Conference to be
held at Madurai,

“Mr, Karunanithy reca]léd that
when a similar Conference was
beld in Madras during the period

of Mr. C. N. Anoadurai, it was

financed by a fund raised through

the holding of 5 cultural

: pro-
Eramme in various districe,

Now some Rupses Five Crores

was being spent from the ex-
cheques for the conference, hLe
said,

Serampore —Roll of Honour

_In. connection With our npws
item about one of our Workers
obtaining a Firsz Class recently in
the B. D. Examina
formed that Ray,
sothy, presently of Collingwogd
place, Colnmh'n 6 is the

in Srl Lanka to have o
this distinction.

Dr. . T, Niles,
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YWCA steps in for medical

Liaison Service

The Colombo YWCA will
soon send two wvelunteers to be
stationed &t each hospital ward
from morning till evening. They

will act as communicators to speak
about a patients' health and pro-
gress between the doctors and the
patients,

These wvoiunteers will talk to
the patients, listen to their com-
plaints and gommunicate them to
the doctors. They will also dis-
cuss the patients’ problems with
relatives duribg visiting hours and
give the relatives the correct in-
formation about the patients health
as conveyed to them (the volum-
teers) by the doctors and nurses.

Owing to the severe shortage
of doctors and nurses, there is
now very little communication
between the medical staff and the
patients and relatives.

B C G Vaccination becomes
controversial

The Presidents of the Sri
Lanka Medicai Association, the
College of General Practitioners
and Sri Lanka Independent Medi-
cal Practioner’s Association have
written to the Minister of Health
that BCG vaceination be  made
optioreal Tor children
the doubts expressed about its
efficacy consequent to a World
Health Organisation Study con-
ducted in India.

Meanwhile a Seminar on the
subject will be held on November
14 at the National Tubercalosis
Institute, Auditorium in Colombo
at which several leading doctors
in the country, including Dr. John
Wilson, will address the gathering.

British Church Leader at

Geneva
Dr. Kenneth Greet, Presfdent
of the Conference of the UK
Methadist Church who is also

the Chairman of the Executive
Committee of tho World Metho-
dist Council visited Geneva re-
cently and was received by Dr,
Fhilip Potter, the General Secre-
tary of the WCC,

Dr, Greet said that there were
four issues om which he will be
concentrating durlog his

term of
office:- (a) a renewed interest
in preaching (b)  ecumenism

(e) recruitment of candidates for
the Ministry and pew members
for the church (d) Social and
political concerns,

IN BRIEF

O The Bank of Ceylon has in-
creased inferest rates on its
non-resident Foreign Currency
from 1-1080 ag follows i —
Pound  Sterling — 10 per cent;
US Dollar — & per cent i Deuts-
che Mark — 7 per cent; Swiss,

Eranc — 2 per cent. The earlier
rate was 7 per cent flat for the
pound sterling and US Daollar

only.

in view of

JDCSI
Christian Home Festival

The climactic Service in con-
nectlon with the Christian Home
Week programme in our churches
was held at the Uduvil church
11-10-80 commencing at 3-30 pym,
Mrs, L. R. Thampoe led the
Service,

The speakers on the ocersion
were Dr, Luther Jeyasingam and
Mrs, Kanagamalar Ratnarajah,
The Uduvil Girls College Choir

rendered a special hymn-

A special feature of the Service
was the offering at the altar of -
the Least Coin Tills, The Rev.
D. R. Ambalavanar offered the
Dedieatory Prayer.

The Christian Home Festival
is organised every year in Octo-
ber by the Women's Auxiliary
of the JDCSI.

IN BRIEF

O It is learnt that the SLFP
is likely to nominate Swnethra,
Mrs, Bandaranayake™ daughter
to fill her mother’s place in
Parliament.

O From 1-11-80. transport ser-
vices by sea bave been made
available between Trincomalee,
Kankesanthurai, Colembe and
Galle. Four vessels have been
procured by the Government-
for this purpose on a hire
basis. Multipurpose co-operative
Socleties could make use of
these vessels to trangport their
goods. The flour now produced
in Trincomalee will be trans-
ported to  various places
these merchant vessels.

O Upali Travels Ltd. hag in-
augurated a scheduled domestic
air service. The Hights are
from Colombo to Jaffna and
Batticaloa, on alternate days.
The price of a ricket to Jalfog

15 Rs. 635 and to Batticaloa
Rs. 350,

Q The Supremes Courd of Sps
Lanka has upheld thes 55 Per cent
scheme allotted to Universities
of Sri Laoka cn g district basis ,
for admission to the medical
faculties, by the University
Grants Commission, as being in
the national interest,

University College at

Batticaloa
The Batticaloa University
College will be established this
year itself, mccording to the
Minister of Education with the
Agricultural and Science facultles,
to start with,

The Vantharamoolai Mahns
Vidyalaya will be converted Intp
the University College of DBatti-
calog in stages. A sum of Rupees
fortyfive lakhs has been approved
by the Cabinet to put up
buildings,

The Sittandi Maha Vidyalaya

will house the students of the

Three Research Chemistry _‘

Awards

Three Chemistry Awards for
1981 bas heen offered by  the
Ceylon lostitute of Chemistry,
Two of these will be in memory
of the late Professor A, Kandiah
of the University of Ceylon and
the third one will commemorate,
the late Mr, A, Subramaniam,
Founder of Mascons Ltd,

The two awards in memory
of the [ate Prof. Kandiah will be
offered to post-graduate students
for current research carried out-
in Sri Lanka,

The third one is offersd for
the most outstdnding contribution
in any bramch of Chemical Science,
particularly relating to the utili.
sation of raw material.

The Secretariat of the Ceylon
Institute of Chemistry iz at
Wijearama Mawatta, Colombg 7

from where all information could
be obtained,

Death of Mrs. Potter

Doreen Potter, wife of the
General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches died in
Geneva recently., She was 55,

She married Philip Poiter in

1956 and in 1967, she began

work on a revision of the Inter-
national Student Hymn Book
Cantate Domino, It i the hymn
book of the WCC, Seven of the

bymns bave tunes written by
Mrs. Patter.

She was not only & COmposer
but ‘also a gifed musical director
as demonstrated at many inter-
mpational ecumenical gatherings in-
cluding the WCC Nairobi Assem-
bly of 1975, ,

For a guarter of a century
she has shared responsibilities of
ecumenical leaderstup wuh her
bhusband and had developed an
international network of friend-
ships,

Qbituary
Mary Thiraviam Visvalingam

Mary Thiraviam widow of the
late Rev. Stephen M. _Visvalin_gam
of "Visvasam' Chavakachcheri en-
tered Lternal rest on the llth
iostant. She was 83 years old.
The funeral service was took place
at the residence of her som Dr.
Philip Visvaliogam of Kurupegala
and her remains were cremated
at.the Anglican Cemetry. Kurufw-
gala on Mondmy the 13th, The
Jast rites were pnrforme? by
Bishop Lakshman Wickr he
assisted by the Anglican cle_ru of
Kurunegala. Her mshes will be
interred at Chavakachecheri C. 5. L.
cemelry later on.

— Cor,

Vantharamoolai Maba Vidiyalaya:
The government, the Min!qler
of Education said, was spending
two hundred million rupees for
the education of the cbildran‘ of
Sri Lanka, at the rate of five
huudred rupees per ehild,
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EDITORIAL
Clearing the Decks

Amid the dark and billowing clouds {of deprivation of civic ri_ghls
and disenfranchisement) in the political horizon, there was one silver
lining.

It was the Prime Minister's statement that he was kuen.tn
clear the 'decks’for early election to District Development _Coum.u]s,
a realisation in the midst of acrimonious debates, of our immediate
tasks ahead.

While the government bas been straining every nerve, dur_ing the
past few weeks, to clean up the decks of the past, one Minister of

State who has been assiduously pursuing the task .°[ uloaning_ the
decks of the preseat (an equally important assignment) is the
Minister of Fisheriass,

to news reports [Sunday Observer 19-10-80), the

According : .
Minister has set a deadline of three months to clean up the Fisheries

i i i “a bankrupt hotbed of
t which has been described as 2

ocloiﬁ:x;:;n * The Corporation, it has been pointed out, bad incurred
a loss of 37 million Rupees from 1978 to the first half of 1980.

The Education Ministry too bas baen another *‘hotbed” which
grabbed the headlines recently when the government detected  that
24,000 teachers bad got in by the back-door, most o! whom, it is
reported are mot qguite qualified for the posts for which they were
recruited.

These teachers are now & deadweight on the government Iwhir:h
is tryiog, comsistent with its Dharmista policy, to fashion the ‘,pegs”
so that may fit into some “hole" which wouold benefit them and the

country.

As we write these notes, we also read that a Senior Officer of
the Examinations Department, is to be charged with forgery Involving
the manipulation of marks of children belonging to families of the
“high up" category. -

It is not the government party alome that has to clear its decks
but every party in this country which has overtly and covertly
contributed to the situation which has now befallen the people of this
country, whose civics rights no longer remain their birthright.

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party which now happens to be atthe
bottom of the “wheel” of 'Base Fortune’ bas to draw many lessons
from its present debacle.

The other political parties too, in the country have to take
some lessons from the SLEP's politics and policies, as the " wheel”
has the habit of rotating and not remsining static.

A People’s Government (Ape Anduws as the popular cry them
was) onght to have had for its credentials more abiding features
than a Seven Year Emergency Rule and a craze for “ nationalisation”
which included in its sweep not merely business enterprise but even
sducation, transport, health and almost every form of welfare service
in the couniry,

Party politics of the SLFP haz also been given an ironic
twist by the news that Srima Bandaranayake iz loathe to include
her ' companion in distress”, and erstwhile ally, Felix Dias Bandara-
nayake in any popular agitation s he has been found “ guilty of
corruption ",

‘ Politice is a dirty game' goes the trite saying buat it does, at
times, seem to plumb depths of uncommon sordidness.

The TULF has stood by the SLFP in its darkest hour and
displayed a noble gesture in supporting a party whose undiluted in-
transigence during its seven year rule was the chief ' weapon”
which triggered the Eelam concept.

‘We do hope, however, that the TULF will not rest contented
oniy in the witdom of its political philosophy during crisis situations
that have arisen in this country with nauseating frequency.

One “‘deck” the government has yet to " clear"” is the fdte of

the nearly one lakh of government servants who, gaccordiog to the
state, have vacated their posts on 18-7.80,

I’t is important that the government takes an early responsible
decision on the matter, Political leadership in a democracy should
ﬁot.bu c?-nﬁned only in initiating legislative measures to curb

misdeeds * of the past, present and future. It also includes the

more intangible elements as the ability t i
b ¥ to mediate, persuade and

Above all, at this important stage in our annals as a nation

it is good for us to reflect on what a Dem i i
: ocratic Senator in USA
said, in a nat very different political context, in his

"“What may be the
criminal case)

own country:—

y ul!imate fate of the prisoner (in a state
is of relatively minor importance in the sum

of things,

His role in life's stage like ours goon ends. But what
bappens to the law is of the Rreatest moment,

The

; breservation upimpaived of our basic rules of procedure
'2 an end far more desirable than the hurrying of a

; ) | single
stnner to what may be his merited doos, ¥

Italics are ours

MURIEL HUTCHINS

A few of us went by =a
special bus from Jaffna to meet
Miss Muriel Hutchins and to see
her work of sacrificial love and
service to the poor, the orphans,
the deprived, and woman and
girls with problems in Karuna
Nilayam, Kilinochchi, As we
approched Karuna Nilayam and
the bus slowed down, we were
overtaken by a white lady on
a bicycle. Before the bus could
stop at the main gate, and we
could get off the bus, there was
this lady waiting at the gate to
welcome us, She had entered the
Cempound by a side emtrance ond
leaving the cycle, was there to
recelve us. She was barefooted,
and blood was oozing from a
wound in one of her legs. This
was Miss Hutching, She was
slighty bent. She was seventynine !
One could not but look with
awe and reverence on such 2
personality through whom the
love of God radiated,

On 29th October 1955, Miss
Hutchins was installed as &
Missionary to Kilinechchi. The
Jate Archdeacon Navaratnam and
the Rev. R, C. Luckraft, the
C. M. 5. Representative officiated
at the service, Large number of

Christians from  Jaffna  were
present. Miss Hutchins with a
companion Mrs, Harriet Ponniah

and a gardener, went into residence.

( Continued from last issue )
Melbourne Radio Talk.

An interesting side comment
on the Madras Conference was
that the Government took the
opportunity of the conference, to

build and unveil 7 statues along
the Madras Esplapade, to com-
memorate distingmished Tamil

scholars, over the centuries, these
included: Thiruvalluvar, Auvayar,
Dr, Pope.

Besides the 2 particular con-
tributiens which Fr. Thaninayagam
bad made te International Tamil
Studies, namely the Jourpal and
the I.LA.T.R. I should also refer
to the number of scholarly books
he has published, and to the
number of students who have come
under his influence and who may
be expected to continue to work
for the objectives which Fr, Thani-
nayagam bad set himself, Sri
Lanka has lost a distinguished
son and the International Com-
munity of Tamil Scholars have
lost their good friend,

Betfore 1 end this short per-
sonal tribute, 1 quote from a com.
ment he made comparing certain
languages.

“If Latin is the Language of
law, French, the language of diple-
macy, German, the langnage of
Science, and English, the language
of commerce, Tamil is the lan-
gunge of Bhakthi”, Bhakthi may
be translated ''Devation to the
sacred and the Ioly", Coming
from one who knew so many
|languages and who himwself was a
Roman Catholic priest, 1 regard
that comment as very significant.

( Concluded )

Registered g3 o Newspaper ak the G. P, 0., ;
Dioesse of the Clinech of South Todia by hr, Philp

Printed for the Jafloa
Matthews residing at 19
Mr. Alvappillai Rajasingam,

Lady of Miracles East Koad,
330, Navalar Road,
Pross, Haokesaotburai Read, Jatiua on Friday, 3lst October,

OF KILINOCHCHI

Miss Hutchins parents were
apparently resident in Wales.
After graduating from the Oxford
University she did a spell  of
three years teaching at Starbridge.
Her father was a Methodist.
However while at Starbridge, she
Seems to have take to the Anpglican
ChurCh and later offered her
Services to tha C, M, S. She still
Ewears by the Methodist Hympal.
’_I‘he C. M. S, sent her to Ceylon
in 1927, Soon after arrival she
went to  South India to the
Lﬂﬂi{uage School to do her Tamil,
Coming back after eight months,
she did a short spell of teaching
at Chundiculi, Later she took on
the Orphanage and the Tamil
Boarding School at Kopay. When
the Boys' and Girls’ schools wers™
amalgamated, she became the
Vice-Principal of Kopay Christisn
College. She was also for a short
time Principal of the Women's
Training College, at- Uduvil, and
ended up as Vice-principal of the
Trgming College, Nallur. She
retirted and went back homs on
furlough in 1954, She came back
to live her life as she had longed
for over the years,

S. B. H.

( To be continued)

Child Musician of the year
Contest, 1980
This. Contest organised by

the Association of Teachers of
‘Western Music, Speech and Dra-

matic Art was held this year ag
St. Bridgets Convent Hall on
28-9-80.

Tribune in an article entiltled
Musical Discord published in its
issue of 20-9-80 bad pointed ont
that the Contest last year had
as its paoel of judges music
teachers of the Association whao
are having private pupils apd
gome of the candidates themselves
were ''either students or children
of other members of the associa-
tion who may be good friends
of the members of the pamel.

In our view A Child Musician
of the Year Contest, unlike the
\Cricketer of the Year Contest is
not a necessary and healthy exer-
cise, We should bave of conrse
Talent Contests and similar com-
petitions and award prizes and
certificates for ehildren, But itis
quite ''unhealthy’ to single out
one child and say that he or she
is the Musician of the Year,

New Appointment at the
Ecumenical Centre

Dr. Samuel Amirtham (48)
has taken up his appointment
as Assistant Director in the WCC
Programme oo Theological Edu-
Bﬂtlﬂgr. Amirtham, an Ordained
Minister of the Church of Suutlh
India gained his Doctorate in
in 1968 at Hamburg

Theology
bl nlversity.

From 1969 —78, he was
Pripeipal of Tamil Nadu Theo-

logical Seminary, Madurai, Since
1978, he has been organising the
Tamil Nadu Theological Semin-
ary Rural Institute and planning
the Post Graduate Department.
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