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Karainagar Church Circuit

The first News Lefter of this
Circuit reached us on 5-12-80 well
abead of Christmas, giving us a
brief survey of work at Karainagar,
with its outreach points— Velanai,
Pungudutivi and Delft.

The Karainagar Church-with
Rev. T. 5. Premarajah as Paser
has an attendance of 45 people for
the Sunday services and some 60
on Commupion Sundays. About
30 Christian families of the village
are outside the peninsula or abroad-

The 125th anniversary of the
Church celebrated on 9-8-80 saw
the Church and Parsocnage electri-
fied.

An activity at the Karainagar
Church which we hope other
churches will emulate is A Siudy
Circle which meets a month to
study not merely the Bible bnt
various other topics that are of
jntersst today to the church. “The
Gulf War”, “The Use and Misnse
of the Bible” were some of the
subjects discussed with leaders
drawn from outside the church,
competent to lead on the subject,

The Women's Augiliary of
the Karaipagar Church “has
undertaken to provide catering
service to those who wish to use
The Christian Retreat and Camp
Centre at Casuarina beach for the
_purpose for which it was intended.
The American Ceylon Mission is
pnow the proprietor of the Centre,
which is managed by a Board
with Bishop Ambalavapar as
Chairman.

The Velanai, Pungudutivu and
Nainativu Churches are covered
by ome Pastor—Rev. William
Thevathasan, Some of the children
from these islands are now at
Arulmanai, the Boys Home at
Banipay.

The Delft Choruch is in charge
of Rev. Chandran Arnold, It
has 18 families. Four children of
the church (boys) are at Jafioa
College and ome girl is at Udavil
Girls’ College.

Some members of the church’
due to drought, have migrated to the
Paranthan - Kilinochchi area where
our mew church established there
recently has welcomed them imto
its fold,

A Needle Work Centre and a
Palmyrah Products Centre have
been opened. With the help

of the Evangelistic Board of the
Diocese, it is hoped to make these
Centres a spring board for young

women of Delft to achieve &
measure of self - hood,
Dr. P, Selvachandran,

Superintendent of the Green Me-
morial Hospital, Manipay wvisited
Delft twice to attend to the medical

needs of the villagers.

A comprehensive

all these churches,

Christmas
and new year programme has al- ‘
ready been prepared in detail for

William Mather Memorial
Women's Centre

We are in
half yearly news
centre.

receipt of the
letter of this

Started 50 years ago as an
Orphanage by Mr, Edward Math r
in memory of his father, Mr.
William Mather, today the Centre
isa Complex constituting a Girls'
Home (with Kindernothilfe aid ),
an Agricultural Project [ with
World Vision Aid Programme
support ) and a Textile Centre
( self-sufficient largely ) for young
women residents at the Centre.

A Home for lonsly and aged
women has been started with a
ouclens of three.

The fifth decade begins for
the Centre with the hope of
making the institution serve the
less fortunate women in our country
at various levels at which they
need care.

Asia’s l'.:argeat Flour Mill

The Prima Flour Milling
Complex in Trincomalee was cere-
moniously opened by the Prsident
of the [HRepublic on Sunday
{30-11-80) afternoon. :

The Complex which cost a
staggeriog Rs 800 million will meet
the anmual flour requirements of
the country, 600,000 tonnes.

The Mill is to be run on
‘a turn - key basis” and full
ownership will devolve om Sri-
Lanka in 25 years when the joint
venture agreement with the Singa-
pore  collaborator  (Prima of
Singapore) expires.

The Complex has been built
with hundred per cent foreign aid
aod has a staff of 350 employees.
Arrangements have been made by
the Shipping Corporation to trans-
port by sea to Jaffna, the 2500
tonnes of flour it needs every
monih.

Censorship of Broadcasts
in Asia

For nine years the Australian

Broadcasing Commission

broadcasts in the Indonesian

Language and among the andience

are some 300 millien Indomesians,

These broadcasts are said to
be the only means most Indone-
sian people have of receiviog uo-
censored mews from their own
country.

An Australian Jeurnalist, had
to leave Inodonesia in June this
year as the goveroment refused
to extend his viea.

He moved to Singapore and
cavered Indonesia for the ABC.
Now the Singapore government
ont of respect for ‘'a fellow
Asian's reservations ™ has refused
to issue him a work permits

The Indonesian government
claims that the reports over :.he
ABC on Indonesia were a
national security threat "

Kalawana Seat
‘ Parliament has Supreme
Power ’
— President

President Jeyawardene at a
massive meeting in Marawila, to
celebrate 50 years of adult fran-
chise and 50 years of coconut
research in the country, clarified,
in the course of his speech, the
position regarding the controversial
Kalawana Seat,

The Supreme Court had ruled
that the seqt was vacani, con-
sequent on an election petition,
In aceordance with the Constitution,
the Commissioner of Elections had
called for Nominations and fixed
the Date of Election to January
12, 1981, The UNP did not
field a candidate,

In the meanwhile, in answer
to a letter addressed by the Mem-
ber who was unseated, the speaker
had ruled that the Member was

aligible fo continme to =it in
Parliament as Member for Kala-
wana and that there was mo

vacancy.

The President has stated that
the Election will take place on
the due date (12-1-81) after which,
when a member is elected, the
Parliament will consider the matter
and make its decision,

" Parliament had  supreme
power ', the President is reported
to have said and ‘' Parliament
will use that power democratically™.

(CDN 13-12.80)

The Christa Seva Ashram
The Christmasand New Year
Programme at our Ashram begins
with the Christmas Service at
5 a.m. on Christmas Day. Asin
other years, there willa Bajanai
(a programme of Christmas songs
in Tamil by & specially trained
choir) at 6 p.m. on 25-12-80.

December 27th afterncon has
been set apart for the Kaitadi
Howme for the Aged and December
g9th afternoon for the children,

December 30 is Remembrance
Day at the Ashram for the life
and work of Rev L. T, Yesusabayam
{Chinpanan). This year is the
tepth year of his Home Call, A
Communion Service will be held
at 7 a.m., on 30:12-80 at the
Ashram Chapel.

The last day of the year
31-12 80 will be observed as @
Quiet Day at the Ashram,

The New Year Service will
be held at 5 a. m. oo 1-1-81L.
The New Year Day at the Ashram
will end with & play staged
at Selvaratnam Hall at the Ash-

ram at 6 p,m. entitled Jeeva
Velichant.
IN_BRIEE
O The Prime Minister Mr. R,

Premadaca is scheduled to visit
Jaffoa on 29-1-51 and spend
five days in the peninsula,

LAND — FOR SALE

2 or 3 lachams of land in
' Brodie Lane', off Kandy-Rna&.
J?ﬂ'na. in close proximity to Jaffna
Kachcheri, Navalar Road., Cana-
gar?.tnam M. M. V., Pungankulam
Railway Station, are available for

immediate sale,
Contact :
A. M. Brodie,

Jaffna College Flats,
Vaddukoddai.

Special offers for
the Season

Want to purchase Frozen Food!
Call on us for Christmas

BROILERS : 1/2 kg — Rs. 16-50
OTHER BIRDS : 1/2 kg — Rs, 15-50

Varani Mission Farm
Sales Centre

145, Model Market,
Hospltal Road, Jaffna

Colombo Campus

“ Seasonal Drops”

Seasonal Drops [Ume ggeil
Sl'iT}_ was & ‘Christmas programme
organised by the Christian Tamil
Students of the Colombo Campus
of the University of Sri Lanka,
at the New Arts Theatre on 6th
December, 1980, at 6 p. m. This
is the first time that such a well
organized event was arrapged by
the Christian Students in recent
years. It was heartening to see
the students belonging to various
denominations, and specially Hindn
and Muslim students rendering
their whole-hearted co-operation
for the success of this event.

Rev. Fr. Bertram Dabera,
from All Saints Church, Borella
was the Chief Guest and delivered
the Christmas message.

The programme included two
playlets in Tamil Thalalayam
and Cnanengal and & Dance
Recital,

Obituary
Mr. R. O. Buell

We are sorry to record the
death on 11:12-80 of Mr. R. O.
Buell, the first Sri Lanka Secretary
of the Colombo YMCA. He was
§8 years old and was General
Secretary of the Calombo YMCA
from 1932 — 1957,

He served the YMCA move-
ment for nearly half & century
and was also the first National
General Secretary of the YMCA,

The Funeral took place at
Kollupitiya at the residence of his
son, Dr. Deva Buell on Saturday
(13.12-81) morning and the remains
were interred at the General Ce-
metary, Kanatie, ;
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 1980

( by Dr. Konrad Raiser
Acting General Secretary,

World Couneil

Christmas is a time of peace.
But how can we speak of peace
when there is no peace? Whole
regions of the world have not
known peace for generations. Many
experience uneasy peace built on
a spiralling arms race. Others suffer
under the enforced peace of mili-
‘tary rule and repression,

Is it not a strange time to
talk of peace, with threats to
survival everywhere ? Could we
not hold back the Christmas season
for a while—at least until we can
point to some tangible signs of
hope for peace ? Right now, th.a
prospect of global mnuclear annibi_
Jation increases ever more rapidly.
while localized but mo less mur,
derons wars keep on igniting.

Wha then, dares to speak of
peace 7 Angels did, at 2 time not
totally unlike ours, and shepherds
heard it as a message of hope
from the Lord. This great company
of heavenly host, as St. Luke
describes them, sing to us again
their "' Glory to God in the highest
and on earth his peace..c...”

Women and men around the
world hear the words of that cel-
estial choir and reach again for
the promise they hold, as eagerly
as the sheperds did on that first
Christmas night in Bethlehem,

Even more eagerly perhaps-
That longing fo peace is as true
for the people of the eastand the
south as it is for those of the
west and the north; for oppressor
and oppressed, rich and poor;
for those with empty hands or
empty hearts.

At Christmastide we face that
longing with a new urgency. But
as we hear the angelic song of
peace, it recalls an older and
deeper chorus of prophets’ voices.
They anticipated the Christmas
birth with their vision of a prince
of peace. He will destroy the
symbols of war, says Zechariah.
" He shall speak peaceably to
every nation, and his rule shall
extend...... to the ends of the
earth,”” ( Zech, 9 v 10)

That is the peace we are
promised -again this Christmas.
Yet it will not come in some easy
pleasing, neutral way. The peace

of Churches )

our Christmas prince bestows is
the fruit of justice and righteous-
ness, as lsaiah warns those who
are obsessed with security.

Not a conflict - absent but a
justice - present peace ; a state of
shalom marked by fair distribution
of resources, mutual respect for
persons and a caring relationship
between humans and nature; a
society that is just and sustainable;
a community where all may belong
contribute and share, all ages,
races and abilities, Such a peace
is costly.

The uneasy peace of our time
also has its price. The unequal
distribution of the world’s resources
is part of the cost. It is a peace
which divides. But the prince of
peace whose coming we celebrate
at Christmas has broken down
the divisions that separate us.
He paid the price of his own
life on the cross to make peace,
creating a single new humanity.

Christians cannot = lower the
cost of psace, but under the sign
of the cross they can acknowledge
it and seek ways in which to
share it more equitably.

Such action helps to show
that this peace we talk of, is both
comprehensive and complete, It
refuses the false choices which
set’ the perzonal and spiritual ever
against the material and political.

‘ The peace promised by ihe
prophets, announced by the angels
and embodied in Mary's son is
all - embracing. It is as much
about the state of the. body politie
as it is about private peace of
mind.

Yet the best news of all about
Christmas is that such peace is
a reality. It existsin ways which
are tangible; accessible and uiterly
trustworthy.

New communities of love and
rust are born: new parables of
justice and healing are told, new
seeds of peace are planted,

The life and witness of this
worldwide fellowship of churches
testify to that. Peace is possible.
Praise God for showing us that
this Christmas.

Family Worship

A study once disclosed that
if both Mom and Dad attend
Church regularly, 72 percent of
their children remain faithful. It
also showed that ;

If only Dad attends regularly,
55 percent remain faithful.
1f only Mom attends regulatly,
15 percent remain faithful,
If neither attend regularly,
only 6 percent remain faithful.
The  statistics
themselves......
parents aod adults is more im.
portant than all the efiorts of
Church and Sunday School, 1f we
believe that religion is important
for our childrean, then we must
demonstrate that it is important
f0 @z as well, Family worship

for
of

speak
The example

60th Athletic Meet of
Sri Lanka
Mr, C, S. Arnold,

athlete of
presently at

_ & former
Jaffna College and

Madras Christian
College won further honours in
the above meet representing the
Ace Club obtaining first place in
the 110 Metres Hurdles clicking
15,05 seconds and a third place
in the 400 Metres race clicking

57 seconds. His earlier records
in New Delhi were reported in
the Morning Star this year,

He is a mmember of the

Navaly Church,

each Sunday morning can be ope

of the beautiful experiences pf
growing for any child,

By Courtesy A. D, 1050
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NO SEPARATE FUTURES

Dr. Peter G. Gowing, =2
U/, C. B, W. M, Missionary in the
Philippines delivering the opening
address at the United Church
Board for World Ministries’ 171st
Annual  Meeting at Reading,
Pennsylvania on the 9th of No-
vember, 1980 said, ' Hell is a
place where people insist on having
separate futures, while Paradise
is a place where there are no
separate futures and where human
beings live in loving, caring and
helpful relationship. to each other ™.
Dr. Gowing emphasised, ''no sepa-
rate futures” is a statement of
fact about life on earth, our
global space ship', The space
ship he pointed out, is In deep
trouble because a few of the
passengers have managed to corner
most of the provisions, leaving
the majority with little and some
with virtually nothing, The church
he said, must be on the side of
the poor majority actively at work
for a change in the unjust system
which provides for the few so
well and for the many so badly,

At this 171st Annual Meeting
of the U.C. B. W. M., the Over-
seas Mission Visitors who were
specially invited by the Rev. Dr,
Telfer Mook were the Rev. S.
Manopavan from  the Jaffna
Diocese and Rev. Thomas Thanga-
rajah and Mrs. Padma Gallup of
the Tamilnad Theelogical Semi-
nary, Madurai.

Three Challanges

Dr. David M. Stowe, the
Executive Vice President of the
U. C. B, W. M., gave the key note
address, an excerpt from which
is published seperately in this
issue. Dr. Stowe in his address
stated that there are three chal-
lenges which have special relevance
for us just now : World poverty,
World religions and the World
Church. - The challenge of the
world’s poor should be our primary
concern said Dr. Stowe. This is
where the first sermon of Jesus
began : ' The Lord has anointed
me to preach good news to the
poor . Our Bible directs its con-

cerns to all persons, of every clagy
and condition, but it has what
many theologians of the Thirg
World are calling " A preferentis
option for the poor'.

Referring to  the Erowing
World Church Dr. Stowe pointed
out that in China through decadeg
of repression the church was not only
surviving but growing. There ara
today more active Christiang ip
China than there were at the time

of the Communist take over, Ip
Africa  statistics indicate thay
whereas in the year 1900 thers

were about 4 million Christigng
out of a population of 118 million
in the whole continent — that iy
about 3 to 4 per cent of the
popuiation. By 1970 when the
population trebled to some 350
million, the number of Christiang
were more than 100 million. This
is between 25 and 30 per cent
of the population, Reasonable
prejections for the end of the
century suggest another doubling
of the population to 770 million
or more and trebling of the
Christians to some 350 million—
45 per cent of the population,
That would be one of the largest,
if not indeed the very largest,
community of Christians on any
continent,

A growing World Church
Dy, Stowe said, is a challenge to
our faith and our hope. It brings
to life the great texts, " Behold
I have set before you an open
door and no onme can close it ",
" Go and make disciples of all
peoples . The growing World
Church challenges us ta listen
again to the Gospel Word: My
father is working still, and I am
working ', Dr. Stowe wound up
his address guoting the words of
the Quacker Saint John Woolman
whose labours led to the abolition
of slavery in the 19th century.
" Here we bave the prospect of
one commeon interest from which
our own is inseparable, so that
to turn all we possess into the
channel of universal love becomes
the business of our lives ”.

Annual General

NCC
- Meeting

Among the important decisions
taken at the Annual General
Meeting held in July this year
were ;- -The setting of four
Development Commissions, one
on Race Relations, another on
Development, & third on the Role
of Women and fourth on the
modernisation of the quality of
life.

The revival of the Provincial
Augxiliaries and the copstruction of
a TV and Sound Recording Stu-
dio for the prepogation of the
gospel were other decisions taken
at the meetiog,

The Chairman of NCC is the
Rt. Rev, Swithin Fernando, the
Treasurer is Mr. S, Hope Abeya-
wardene and the General Secretary
is Mr, Shirley ]. S, Peiris.

The NCC meets once for it
Appual Meeting, another time
for its semi - Annual Meeting and
then as an Execative Commitiee
on 7 occassions, each year.

Registoved as a Newspaper al the G, P,

International Congress and
Convention Association

1983, the vyear of the next
General Elections in Sri Lanks
is also the year whichthe ICCA
has decided for an International
Congress in Colombo when dele:
gates representing some 79 count:
ries of the world will be hosted
by Conventions Colombo Lid.and
the Ceylon Tourist Board which
is a member of the Imternational
Association,

The ICCA represents Ppro-
fessional Congress Organisers, Aif-
lines, Hoteliers and Travel Agents
who specialise in Conferences and
meat periodically to discuss the
growing conferences and incentive
markets of the world.

By 1983, Colombo can haost,
according to the Chairman of the
I1CCA, International Conferenced
up to 1000 delegates.
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