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Yet Another Award for
Ecumenical Pioneer

His Eminence Juvenaly, re-
presenting His Holiness Fimen
Patriarch of Moscow and all
Russia has decorated Dr. Visser t'
Hooft, with the Order of Saint
Sergius, describing him as a
" godfather "' of the ecumenical
movement within the thousand
year old Russian Orthodox Church
~ that joined the WCC in 1961.

Two years after he retired
in 1966, Dr. Visser t' Hooft was
elected Honorary President of the
World Council of Churches. A
umique ecumenical figure, he has
written enough articles’ and books
on subiects from theology to art
to fill a 165 page bibliography
published ten years ago as part
of a " Festschrift " in his honour.

Dr. Visser t' Hooft celebrated
his 80th Birthday on 17-8-80.

P. Q. L. Index of Sri Lanka

In his address to the 171st
Annual Meeting of the United
Church Board for World Ministries
on the 9th of November, 1980 at
Reading, Pennsylvaniya, the Rev.
Dr. David M. Stowe made the
following reference to the Physical
Quality of Life Index (P.Q L.L)
of some developing countries.

Three of the most crucial
measurements of physical - well
being according to a U.S. Over-
seas Development Council are
infant mortality, life expectancy
at age 1 and literacy. These factors
go to measure the physical quality
of fife index (P.Q.L.I1.). The
extremely important finding of that
index is that relatively low per
capita incomes can still pro-
mote and support relatively high
leyele of physical well being if
the right health and food and
educatlonal policies and programmes
are implemented.

Sri Lanka, Outstanding Example

referred  to the
outstanding example of a high
P.Q.L. Index being achieved
on the basis of a very low eco.
nomic level is Sri Lanka. The
per capita aonual income of Sri
Lanka is only $ 179/- very small
compared to nations of even modest
development. Its P, Q. L. 1, is 81
on a scale of 100 comparable to
that of many countries with per
capita annual incomes ten times
that of Sri Lanka.

Other P. . L, I. figures of
interest are, 32 countries show
ratings of 30 - clear signals of ab.
solute poverty. 28 of these arein
Africa, There are 40 more countries
that rate between 31 and 60 and
most of these are in South and
South East Asia or the Middle
East. U.S. A, rates 94 topped
by Canada, Japan and the small

Dr. Stowe

wealthy North European countries

with Sweden highest at 97,

A Message for Christinas

Diocesan Office

“THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOB” — Col. 115

* Thou shalt not make unto
thee any graven image ", the se-
cond Commandment in the deca-
logue has been a puzzle to many
religious people who are not heirs
to the Judaeo:Christian tradition.
Images and idols have been part
and parcel of most ancient religious
and civilisations. They are the
product of man’s striving to con-
ceive of the supernatural or the
divine in some concrete form,
Images and idols provided some
kind of certainly about the pre-
sence of a people's god in their
midst. They gave them some sense
of assurance and security, The
idol was considered as 8 repre-
sentation of the divine which bad
some form of compelling power.
Incidentally this also pgave rize to
fine works of arts and sculpture.
The Hebrews however, ridiculed
all this, They locked with scorn
at those who would make them,
* they that make them are like
unto them " ......Ps, 115: 51. The
Prophet ccustantly carried on a
polemic agamst all forms of ideolatry.
Ope of the best known such pas-
sages is in Is, 46, where the
prophet visualises a familiar tem-
ple procession where the idol is
ceremoniously carried. He pointedly
draws the contrast between "' the
gods that must be carried and
the God who carries us ", The
God of Israel they affirmed is a
Jiving God, not an idol that having
a2 mouth cannot speak or having
eyes cannet see, He is the creator
of the universe not idols of silver
and gold, the work of men's
hands " (Ps. 115:4). It is to
Hebrews who hbad such & lofty
conception of God there came the
first Christmas message of the

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar

_the middle of the might, the Sa-

J. D, C. S, I. Treasurer's
Office will be closed for Business
from 24th of December, 1980 to
Ist of January 1981,

( Both days inclusive )

birth of the Saviour, the birth of
a child who shall be called, Im-
manuel, God with us. The Creator
himself took the form of a creature,
!he invisible one became wvisible
in flesh and blood. Chrismas is
the message of God's loving’ ha-

mility, “ being found in Fashion
as a man ", a humility in which

he sought the fellowship of sinful
men. It is the message of God's
loving revelation of himself, as
the. God who sees man’s pitiable
plight, hears man's cry and will
speak to him as a man epeaks
to i}is friend. It is the revelation
of his nature as self-giving love,
As Immanuel He is the true
ground of our assurance, certainly
and security,

As we celebrate again this
Great act of God this Christmas
tide we are invited to look beyond
the blinding illuminations and
sparkling tinsels of modern tech-
pology, into the dark world in
which the Light shone, the sinful
world inte which He brought the
grace of forgiveness, the world
of strifes and corflicts into which
He came as the Prince of Peace.
Soren Kierkegaard commented on
the Angel's song, ™ Unto you is
born this day a Saviour; and
yet it was night when the Saviour
was born. It must be night and
it becomes day in the middle of
the night when the Saviour is
born, "'. The darkness of night
is still so much around us. May
our celebration of Christmas bea
means of witnessing to that Sa-
viour whose birth brings day in

5. 8. Selvdurai
Holny. Treasurer, JDCSI

IN BRIER

O The Direcior General of
OPEC, Dr, Ibrahim Shihata,
will visit Sri Lanka on 13-1-81
on an invitation by the Minister
of Finance.

O ..There will be a Separate
Certifieate for vocational and
Technical Studies in the G.C,E.
{ Ordinary Level ).

she said, "' Sit down child, T have
an exciting story to tell you.

"It was a cold, wintry night
such as this” she began, “when
your Grandpa was
guests at a Christmas dinper—a
special banquet for favourite clients
of the Inn he kept. In the midst
of the buzzling gaity, a poorly
looking man knocked at the door
and asked if he could have shelter
for himself and his shivering wife
for the night. It was outiandish
to have such peasants where our
wealthy, distinguished friends had
gathered. " Go round and see if
you can find room in one of the
outhouses” we told him.

Grama shed more tears and
continued. ‘Much later we were
to know we had refused shelter
and turned away the carpenier
Joseph and his wife Mary to whom
that night was born the KING
OF KINGS, PRINCE OF
PRINCE, WISE COUNSEL-
LOR, CHRIST JESUS — born
in the manger of our stabie be-

viour who is the
invisible
with as,

the
God

image of
God - Immanuel,

Christmas Sni_p_pets

Truth in Giving ;- A little girl
brought home a note from Sunday
School asking the family to contri-
bute an item of food to fill Christmas
baskets for the needy.

Scanning the pantry shelves
the mother suggested " you can
take these cans of mustard sardines
which nope of us liked ".

The girl's face fell. " But
that means the poor people are
helpiog us "

The First Christmas Card = 1!

was in 7843 that Sir Henry Cole,
a Director of the British Museum
realised that he had so long de-
layed writing his letters of Christmas
greetings that he could get them
done in time to be delivered on
the same day.

So he commissioned a Royal
academician, John
design bhim a card which he could
send in bulk. Thus, & great in-
dustry was born, Horesley's card
showed a family at table toasting
absent friends, '

Torseley Lo

cause we bad refused the parents
a night's rest’.

ANOTHER CHRISTMAS STORY

by Malcolm Fernando " What a difference it would
have made to our home that night.
Ever since that night, Christmas
ta e has beeu in the silence of

the recesses of my soul

Pat walked downstairs and
sadly repeated the story to a muted
gathering  of brothers, sisters,
cousins, parents, uncles, aunts and
friends. Pappa donned a Santa
Claus outfit, uncle’ Ben hefted the
Chrisimas Tree, and out walked
the enlightened Christmas revellers,
seeking the poor and the lonely
people and ehildren in the neigh-
bourhood to share the poverty
of the poor, to share their Christ-
mas fare with the needy. '

Sp this Christmas little children;
gether round your lovig Pappas
and Mammas, tell them this story
and share what you can with
those who, cannot afford even i:mre
necessities,

" REMEMBER TO SHOW

HOSPITALITY. THERE ARE
SOME WHO BY SO DOING,

' Gramma ' as she was so
popularly known . to all, looked
unusally ruffled as she sat by the
comforting log-tire that Christmas
night. She carrled her 50 plus
frail structure with dignity, but
tonight she seemed to have paled;
it could not be the cold, she had
been through many such nights.
The sound of music and laughter
drifted upstairs as ber children,
grand - children and friends were
getting ready for customary
Christmas night celebrations on
the floor below where a beautifully
decorated Christmas Tree with
fancy packages of goodies for young
and old, delicious eats and drinks
awaited their ultimate fate.

They waited impatiently for
the 'Emcee’ who, of course, was
Grandma, but there was no &sign
of her, Six year old Pst could
wait no longer. She tiptoed upstairs
and was awestruck by Gramma who

looked with monchallence towards 2
the burning coals of the fire, a TAVE U N K N Oa‘:égfsf-;\'
few tears trickliog down her ENTERTAINED

weathered cheeks, Asif by instingt Hebrews:

enterfaining
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EDITORIAL
A New Bethlehem

Legend hag it that it was Saint Francis who created the firs
creche. In 1223, after his return to.Assisi from the Holy Land, he
decided on a dramatic way to bring the nativity message to the paop!le
of the Italian mountain village of Greccio.

On Christmas Eve, he celebrated BMass on an altm" sat‘up on a
manger in a forest grotte, with an ox and an ass beside him,

He introduced ne figures for the Holy Family. But, an oplonlcer
inspired by the scene said ' Of Greccio there was made, as il were,
@ New Bethilehem ",

For centuries all over the world, creche - makers .have_hean re-
creating the drama of the Nativity in the image of their environment,
Some attempts have been reverent and others not so reverent.

Political activists in Poland bhave often used the creche, we note,
as & means of political protest. A polish creche had often the ﬁg‘l:l.l‘s
] of Herod, who was given the face of Ivan, the Terrible and during
the Second World War, of Hitler.

In Naples, the creche-makers sought to make the setti.ng so realistic
(in its material garb) that they placed freshly cooked pieces of m.eat.
sprinkled with wine, in front of the figures that the smell of the inn,
may not be lost. "

What shall be the.image of the New Bethlehem which we as
a Christian Church will strive to project this Christmas season ?

Edormous wealth surrounded by a sea of economic deprivation—
a curious juxtaposition of the rich and the poor—that is the fundamental
pain of Sri Lanka and many parts of Asia today.

Japanese Theologian, Kosuke Koyama, pat the sitaation poignantly
to the five hundred delegates who assembled in Melbourne in May
this year for the World Consultation on Missiosn :-

" What ‘kind of money is it that brought us to Melbourne
from the four corners of the world? Pure uncontaminated
money ? Is there such money in the world today ?

The overwhelming majority of good Christians are busy living
a kind of spirituality which does not demand social justice,
: : ; (Italics are ours)

No image of "a New Bethlghem * this Christmas will be
meaningful without a focus on the commitment of the Christian
Church to people,

More than 290 are reported (A I Oct. 80) to have been executed
in Iran in two months—July and August this year,—without fair
trials, without the right of life: Mass execution !l

Some 40,000 or more employees in Sri Lanka amd their dependents
pumbering some 250,000 bave brighter ‘hopes but little ‘'cheer’ for
_‘Christmas’, They have been deprived of their means of livelihood
for five and a half months, and have been struggling to keep their

heads above the water ina mountain surf of inflation, hardly paralleled
in our annals,

Masses are 'faceless’ beings, ""The Word became Flesh and dwelt
among us " (St. John IV: 16) means, according toa modern theglogian

that the coming of Jesus Christ eliminates Jacelessness, " He creates
community rather than mass,

What a beautifal thought for an image of "

for the Bighiies/ People inmany Asian countries toda:
from the masses.

a4 new Bethlehem *
¥ are indistinguizhable

‘We are employers and smployees, landlords and tenants, majorities
and minorities, capitalists and socialists, citizens and expatriates and

even Christians and non - Christians, As individuals, we. have &
facelessness that is chilling.

God pitched his fent in the midst of

this chilling atmosphere,
That is what Incarnation, (the four syllabled theological term) is
all about, in the language o

f the layman and we hope, we are not
eatirely wrong.

But the oprivilege of living with Chrlst in community carries
with it a tremendons challenge, Aren't there millions of ' pious
Christians " today wheo benefit from the status quo of repressive
regimes 7

The challenge this Christmag season is for the Christian Church

to develop that form of spirituality " which will enable it, to identify
itself with the struggles of the people.

It ie not without significance that
on the Day after Chrisimas for
Christmas story itgelf,
IN_BRIEF 3

St. Stephen’s Day should fall
that harsh centrast is present in the

O Sri Lanka will receive o loan
of Rs. 850 Million from Britain
for the Victoria Project and
Rs, 900 Million from Saudi
Arabia for the development of

the Colombo Water and Sewnge
Project,

O The Minisicr of Bducation
bas decided to set apart one of
the Teacher-—'l‘raining Colleges

in the country to train English
feachers only,

bout two thousand years ago,
when Jesus was born, Angels
appeared in the sky, and announced
it, saying that it was "good tidings
of great joy to all people . The
Jewish Nation, for many centuries
past, looked to the coming of a
great Redeemer, who will save
their pation, and place it, above
all other Nations,—~not save ‘all
people ', not save all other nations
as well,

The word ' Gospel’ means
God's spell, or news from God,
Now, the question comes in the
mind of many people, “ In the
Birth of Jesus, what is the “'good
tidings of great joy "? The first
answer is, here we have the good
news of the wniversal love of
God, The Jews believed that
God belonged to their nation
only, Jehovah was locked upon
by them as a National God, but
He loved the whala world and
all the people in it, The Bible
says, " God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten
Son... ", John 3:16. God so loved
the people in this world, every
Nation and Rage included, that
He came down, took human form
and was born in Bethlehem asa
poor baby; and it is thie, that
is celebrated today, all over the
world, almost in every country,
The pgreat ' Creator became g
creative ; the Lord and Master
became a servant and slave, -

St. Paul wrote about this
Incarnation, to the people in Co-
rinth, " You know the Grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, that though
-He was rich, yet for your sake,
He became poor, that ye through
His poverty might be rich ", see
II Corinthians, Chapter 8, verse 9,
See Galatians 1:4 as well,

(1) The Birth of Jesus tells
the world, “God is @ God of love”,
This is happy and great news,
that inspite of all the evils com.
mited in rebellion against God,
by man, a sinner, God loved all
people and bhad deep concern for,
and interest in, their happiness,
peace and well-being, To us, wha
had gone away from Him and
gone astray, this is certainly
cheering good news.

(2) Christmas tells the world
the happy news that God's Love

= 8 S
£]  THE GOSPEL OF CHRISTMAS E
by The Rev. (Dr.) James S. Mather .

.spirit of Christmas, making: self-

was not an empty erﬁution. but P
it issued in action, as al] true
love did. God took human form
and lived as Jesus Christ, showing
the meaniog and purpoee of man’s
life, Many people live, :
who they are, or why they are |
here. Life here is not permanent:
we are here for a short tima
only, and the Birth of Jesus re.
veals, the way we shoyld lives
and the goal we should ever have
before us. In the end, the Lord
sacrificed His life on the Cross,
and revealed that we too have
sactifices to make, If the purpose
of God for man's life should ba

fulfilled by us, " Ng sacrifice,
No crown ”,

not knowing

{3) Christmas reveals to the
world, God’s Plan and Purpose
for the world we live in, Sg the
Holy Bible teaches, Human Feace
is one family. A good family is |
one where its members live for |
one another, and ever seslk the
commen good of the family, Whep
Jesus was born, Angels sang, “Peaca
on earth, Goodwill toward men”,,
All people will agree that the
greatest need of our world is now,
as before, peace, “peace, peace,
Men needs peace of mind, peace
in his house, and peace every-
where else. But, for peace, man's
beart and mind should change,
and have love for peace. Right
Relationship -among all people,
will come. when man’s attitudes
to other people changed. We should
truely love other pesple to become
one Family, The Lord’s great
Teachings on the Fatherhood of
God and the Brotherhood of man
give the solution to all the problems
and difficulties we faced in our
day to day life. The Human Race
should live as one Family, and
to do so, drastic changes should
be made, in our palitical and
other constitutions. But, before
we do so, we should lock wupon
God asour Father, and it is this
that Christmas proclaims to the
whole world,

In wishing a Happy and |
Blessed Christmas to all readers
of this message, 1 appeal that
Christmas calls us to serve our
country and fellowman, in the

sacrifices, for the sake of others,
for the sake of our country and =
people.

Sri Lanka Review, published
in Surray is campaigning for dual
citizenship for citizens of Sri
Lanka regiding in Britain,

A White - Paper on the New
Nationality law in Britain allows
Immigrants who became British
citizens to retain their original
citizenship,

Sri Lanka's citizenship laws
however do not have provision
for dual citizenship,

In a petition to President
Jeyawardene which is expected to

Du-al Citizenship for
Sri Lankans in Britain

be presented to him early next
year, the Sri Lankan community
in Britain points out that the
provision for dual citizenship wil! i
strengthen, the bond of the Sri §
Lankans residing in Britain with
their motherland,

The provision of such & facility |
will amlso be an inceotive for B8
many to return to Sri Lanka
when they wish to do so. In tl_m ;
event of their coming, they will
not be dependent on the stafe
but be of independent means.
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