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i I THE EATTICOTTA SEMITARY

(By James T,Rutnem)

The Batticotta Seminary of the American Ceylon Mission
- in Jaffna was established on 22nd July 1823. Accerding to
de V.Ghelllab, author of "A Century of English Education",
and & pioneer historian of this institution, " it was
variously called Central School,Academy, College and
Seminary". As for the site of the institution, it was
originally decided upon to establish the "College" in the
town of Jaffna. Three days later, it is reported, the
Miesion had voted that the "Academy" should be t{emporarily
situated a': Batticotta. This decision teo appears to have:
been changed and an attempt was made to buy a house in Jaffnea
towr belonging to Mr. Mooyart, a grendson of a former "Hoofd
Administrateur" of Jaffna, for 1500 Rix deollars as the
permanent establishment of the institutien . Thisalso was
abandoned, and Batticotta was decided upon eventually. The
vame of the institution was officially declared in 1827 ag . -
the American Mission Semlnary.

Seminary. Batticotta is arn unfamil ar English tesm for what
_we all kunow today as Vaddukoddei, a little township at the
far western end of the Jaffna peninsula. The Portuguese,Dutch,
. and early British and other Buropein and American settlers
— pronounced and spelt Vaddukoddai as-Bat*+icotta with slight
- variations. Often Batticotta has been confused with Battlcoloa,
the sea-board capital of the Bastern Province of Ceylon.

OP,?. s
According to defﬁneam@h the Portuguese histerian,during
the Portuguese times the Jesuit Missien had built a arch
dedicaved to Our Lady of Assumption at "Batecota". This
church still stands, modified and repaired during the course
of centuries,and hallowed by the associatien of ghnaratlﬁns
of uhrlstlans of different denominations.

Baldeaus, the Dutch writer who produced his book in lf?2
« refers to this church, then serving the needs of the Duteh

Reformed Christians, as being situated at "Batecotte". A
beautiful picture of this Y"Kerch"™ and "Kerch Huys" appears in
Bzldaeus® book. According to an inscription in Dutech found on
the church it would appear,as J.P.lewis gtates in his book on
"Tombstones and lMonuments";that the church was "repaired" by
the Dutch in 1678 during the admlnlstratlon of Jaffna by
Laurens Pyl.

Fer the present purpose it would be sufflclent for us to
note that the Seminary that was established at Vaddukoddai in
1803 had from its very incepti ypbeen. integrated with this old
established place of worship“%gat was'ministered;ggﬁ
discover, by some of the most benevolent,learned ergetic,and.
dedicated men who had ever come froem the West to the East.

{?“ ~ The firet of the remarkable men who came from America to

+ Ceylon was Samuel Newell who landed at Galle;af 1813.during
the courge of the "War of 1812" that was waged between the
USA ana Great Britain following the Napoleonic conflict in

Burope. Newell who reached Calcutta with the first bateh of o

Americin Missionaries in 1812 was forced to quit the place by -
~ The Bast India Company. He had proceeded to Mauritius where.
~ he loss his wife and then turned back to make another attempt
‘- %o land in India,after stopping in Ceylon which he knew was
_governed by the Crown and not by the uast India Cempany.
s : = contd.,
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But the name that has survived in histery is Batticotta ;
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. Rev.S,W.Howland in his "History of the American Mission"
that appéared in the "Ceylon Friend" in 1891 does not confirm
the story that Newell on his way to India was wafted to the o
shores of Ceylon by accident. Whatever it be Newell received
g sympathetic welcome in Ceylon,despite the political
tengions,from Governor Robert Brownrigg and Chief Justice
Alexatder Johnston.

Johnston who had lived with his father Samuel Johnston
in Mzdras, Trichnopoly and Madura since 1781 was a keen
student of oriental culture. Indeed he could speak Tamil and
Telugu fluently. At this time both Brownrigg and Johnston °
were conceyned about the failure of Dutch Christianising .

efforts ir®Jaffna,a situation that was highlighted by Claudius

Buchgnan's report after his visits to Ceylonm in 1806 and 1808.

Newell was therefore sent to Jaffna to study the pesition

on the spot. Newell lost no time in reporting from Jaffna, as
stated by Howland, to his Board in Massachusetts as follows:
"Here, there is every facility for spreading the gospel among
.the pagans. The Governor is desirous that they should be
instructed and would encourage every attempt of this nature.

The people have no particular obje®tion to the Christian
‘rqligion, and will not molest Nissionaries, and the Government
will protect them. Perhaps no portion of the heathen world
possesses so may advantages for spweading the Gospel". Ve

There was also another reason for selecting Jaffma. The
Bast India Company as we have seeﬁ, despite the®*efforts of
Grant, Wilberforce and others in Lmgland, wes not disposed to
allow the free entry of Missionaries®to India, although this
attitude came to be softened later. In these circumstances it

is pro¥able that Brownrigg, Johnston, Newell and others had .

sought 2 way for stepping om/ the continent of India from a rlo
point of vantage in the peninsula of Jaffna. Thise®xpiaits .*
the remarks made by Howland that "one prominent *reason for ¥
selecting Jaffna as a field of operations was its strategic

pogition as the key to India, its inhabitants speaking the

‘- same language as many millions of Southern India. This idea

of entering India by way of Jaffna was carried®into effect in
1834", as it will be observed later, “#when the Medura lMission
was begun by Missionaries, Catechists, and teachers from Jaffna™.

The Board in Massachusetts known as the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions,which was described by
Emerson Terment as “"one of the most remarkable apseociations
for, the dissemination of Christianity that has exfsted since
the time of the Reformation}) responded meaningfully to this
invitation, and sent a team of high-souled and devoted persons
teethis country.

® ®

The "War of 1812" was over with the signing of the Treaty -
of, Ghent in December 1814. The Missionaries left MasSachusetts
th® following year on the 13th October and arrived in Ceylen i
on the 22nd March 1816. The future first Principal, and ihdeel
the Jounder, of the Batticotta Seminary,Daniel Poor, was one
of them. He came with his wife and was accompanied by Mr &

Mrs J#es Richards, Mr. & Mrs.Benjemin Meigs, Mr & Mrs.Horatio °
3@fﬁwe 1 and Mr. Edward Warren. Of these the Bardwells wept e
over to Bombay. The rest stayed on for a few months in Colombo
nelping other Christian Missions,and;méantime learning Tamid
under Gabriel Tisserg, a son of Roman Catholic parents. a

This young man,Gabriel Tissexa, who was born on lst
®uguste 1800, and who was therefore 16 years old at the time,
«Mas a son of Phillipu and Maria Tissera of Colombo. He came
to be described later by Rev. P. Percival as an individual who
was looked upon by his contemporaries as "one of three Rative
Christians whom all believed to be good men and true",Another
Tamil young man Franciscus Malleappa, & son of Tironandar Fréncis
contd.
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e Nonis Malleappa, a Tamil Proponent under the Dutch,also
joined Tissera in teaching Tamil to the lMissionaries.

% It is very likely that these young men were students

of the "Native School'"known as the Seminary at Hulftsdorp,

“an educational institution that replaced in 1804 Gevermor

No¥th's Scheools at Welvendhal conducted by Rev.J.H.C.

Gordiner, Andrew Armour and Sergeant Thomas Supple for

Sinhalese, Tamil and European boys. The Principal of the

Bulftsdorp Seminary, who was befriended by the Missionaries,

was the Hon. and Rev. T.J.Twisleton,later in 1818 toc become

the first Archdeacon of Celombo. .

Tisse‘a and Mzslleappa were evidently good teachera,for° -

Poor, no mean scholar himself,was able to preach in Tamil

within a year or so of his learning the language. Soon the

., two Tamil youths were ready to accompany Poor and his

colleagues, as their interpreters, to Jaffna. Warren left

F#irst arriving at Jaffna, travelling in a palanquin, on

11th July 1816.

- Brownrigg in a historic letter to Wilberforce dated
13th June 1816, a copy of which ig in the Public Record
§ Office London, covers these qunts as follows :=

"When a foreign Missionary;én American came to
the Island in 1813, his regeptipn was such as .
> to produce a letter of thanks from the American
Board of Commissioners fqi Poreign NMis®ions, a
copy of which I enclose. will not enlarge on .
this subject, except merely *to state ;hat during
the stay of that Missionary in Ceylon, I was
# placed in a very delicate situation, fer I had .
reasons to apprehend that my protection ef
American Missionaries might involve me inp Bome * .
embarassment with the East India Compan¥'s y
Governments.

"The five American Missionaries announced in the’
Commissioners' letter are arived, and I have just
acceded to their regquest of establishing, themselves
in Jaffna,the Northern Province of this Island".

For a time Poor and his friends stayed on in Jaffna where
they lived on the most cordial terms with fellow Missionaries
of other denominations. On 15th October 1816 Warren and
Poor took up residence in Tellipalai.Malleappa Dos went
there. Richards and Meigs were given charge of Vaddukoddai §
which they occupied on 7th March 1817. Tisserg was attached =
to this centre.Twoe pupils of Rev.Christian David,a native
of Tenjore sent by the Ceylon Government as early as 1800
as Superintendent of the schools in the peninsula,were Bldo
taken into the fold,Nicholas Peramandar to serve at fellipalgd
and the other, Matthew Philips, who later became father-in-law °
to Rev.John Hensman,to serve at Vaddukoddai. g

« Londitions prevailing at this time are best described
By Chglliah. "When the first Missionaries game to Jaffna",
be erefates, "there were only a few Tamil s%@:els here and L
sheregand only a few could read, and write 'with the stylee 2
one 0la, but very few could read the printed character with
ease and fluency. The Missionaries,therefore,strove to raide
up a ?eading population by establishing free vernacular.
schools in different villages. But they found that the desire
of the people for education was so small,and their prejudice
ga*ndt migsionary work so great,that it was a difficult task
*at first to induce parents to send their children to these
schools. The teachers were, to begin with, necessarily Jindus,
and it wag difficult to procure even these. The first free -
schools were established at Tellippalai and Mallagam with 30
boys. These were taught to read and write the Tamil language and
' . contd.
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had instruction in small works of Temil poetry and Arithmetic
and Geography on the European plan. They had,in additiony
fnstruction in Scripture. Some of the pupils, who had studied
under Rev.Mr. Pslm, an L.lM.S.Missionary, whe had worked at
Pellippalai before the advent of the Americans,were given -
assisfance in the study of English".
~* wrhe Missionaries"™, we are told, "were not satisfied
with the meagre education given in these free schools, and
were anxious to attempt a more thorough system of training
by keeping promising pupils entirely under their influence". ,
They decided to start Free Boarding Schools,the first Freg
Boarding Séhools,it is believed,in Asia.The children were °
slow in coming. Six small boys formed the first batch at
TellPppalai. Another school was started at the other centre
at Vaddukoddai. With the extension of Missions at Uduvil,
Pandateruppu and Manipay,Boarding $chools,$ee, for both

xes, were, éstablished at these places. "The pupils",Chellieah
States, "were boarded and clothed free,and their expenses
were paid by individuals and associations in America. Names
eiesignated by the benefactors were given to the pupils".
Instruction at these Boarding schggls was given in English
|and Tamil. The subjects included eripture,Arithmetic,CGrammar
and Geography. o

L
Proselytizing in the sense we'qu understand - a sinister

opprobrious term that describes a m'sghifed religious zeal - =
‘g%g Egﬁ;he American Mission. Thgre were no &Y
forcible cenversal “S_ T"Phe Missimaries depended emtirely om /
precept and examplé to gain their gpiritual objectives. They
set great store on education,on discussion ande finally on
convicjion and a genuine change of heart for which consummation
they were ready to pray end wait patiently. This explains why , °
there was not a single case of baptism of 2 non-Chxisviap in.
their field for as long as five years. i, Wa S

Nathaniel Niles formerly known as Kathiresar,a son of .
Velayuthar of Punnalaikaduwantand Jordan Lodge were the first
Hindus who were baptised by the American lMissign, and this
happened as late as 22nd April 1821. It would thug be seen
that the Missionaries laid their emphasis on education and
thet too of a wide and liberal type. Nathaniel Niles whe later
became a Preacher was a remarkable product of local American
education,as the references to his educational progress
published in the Missionary Register, a-Lemden Misslonary
publication of the time,would indicate. ~ .,

L ]

With the rapid expansion of Missionary activity,particularly ,
in the field of education, additional personnel"Wae needed. e
Eafiy in 1820 Levi Spaulding, Miron Winslow, Henry Weodward and /
John Scudder arrived in Ceylon with their wives., Brownrigg®was '
still Govermer of Ceylon, but as it transpired later,,the 2
Migsionaries had not come a day too soon. Howland states, "They, °*
arrived just as the Governor Sir Robert Brownrigg was retiling
from office. His official consent to their residence was given

the @ay before he left. When the Lieut-Governmor Sir Edward Barmes

protesjed, he said he was Governer as long as he remained in the
Tslend® and he should give permission., Sir Edward Barnes replied, =
'Yery well, They will soon die off and we shall not alloweany °
mone to come'."

T™h® canard that the Ceylon Government had relegated the
American Missionaries to the "arid" North (ef Ceylom) to perish
ghere appears to have sprung up from this story. Indeed it

hould®now be clear that Jaffna was gselected for other reasons.
*"T4 is a curious fact", "says a writer to the Twentieth Century
Impressions of Ceylon", +that from the announcement ol {nis
programme (by Barnes) till its withdrawal in 1832 (by Horton)
the American Mission lost only one man by death and suffered :

contd.
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little from sickness. Two members of this company lived and
worked fifty years in Jaffna®. The "curse" had no effeet ¢
But Barnes did have his revenge. For after Brownrigg's
- departure in 1820 when Barnes sat on the gadi for a time,
James Garret came over to Ceylon to take charge of the
Misdion's printing press. Barnes would mot allow him to
gtay, and he had to leave eventually for Bombay. Barnes,
a Waterloec veteran, fumed that he considered it " an -
impertinence on the part of Americans to come to Ceylon
for Missionary work since every needed effort in that
direction was already being made by His Majesty's Govern?en%ﬁ:
Barnég sneered at the Americans and got his Deputy i
Seowetary William Granville to write to the Missionaries in
a letter dated 22nd September 1820 that "when he considers
the vast extensive regions of the American continent,many of
the populous tribes of which are to this hour in all the
®arkness of heathen barbarism, he cannet but think that yeur
pious labours might be far more advantageously exerted in

e their cause than in that of a people already subsisting underx

& Christian Government". .

. He even dared to reopen the question of the other ° :
WMissionaries permitged by Brownrigg to stay on, and his

despatch to Lord Bathurst, the Se®retary of State, dated

10th October 1820 affords interestd®ng weading. He did not .
think it "expedient or prudent to allow the subjects of a
foreign State to gain that influgnce over the hinds of the
Natives, which as their religious®instructors,these men and

their successors might in time acquire®. ! :

Bﬁrnes, whose objections were really political and no§ _ e
religious, continued to be a menace to the Missien and a
nightmare to unhappy Peor. It must, however, be reeorded “thas
towards the end of Barnes' administration in Cfylon,he seems
to have been affected by Poor's persistent protests, for in =
his letter dated 1llth March 1829 to George Murray en Eccles-
iastical Establishment and Education he says :

" At stations within a short distance of &ach other
and a few miles of the Town of Jaffna are five
American Missionaries with their Native Assistants.
They are very well informed, indefatigable and
painstaking men, have had much success among the
Malabars, and have very flourishing schgqgls with
- an Institution at Batticotta for the further
education of the most preomising Youth whoe have
made considerable progress in the higher branches
of Education. Their annual Examinetions have always
given the greatest satigfaction to all presenty e
among whom have been some of the best judgeg in *
the Island". i

™Y L]
Righteousness seems to have triumphed finally,though
belgtedly. Note the word "indefatigable™ used by Barmes.

&dhat Jes the measure of Poor's triumph over his enemies.

v Witb the addition of capable and earnest men and women »
Tthan 8 te Brownrigg), Meigs and Poor felt embeldened to
extend and raise the educational services of the Mission. °
Chell®ah says, "Some of the boys were so far advanced in
their studies, that it was felt that fuller provision should
be made for their further education. With this object in view

® the, Méssionaries resolved to establish a central cinstitution
to give hither education to deserving boys, and issued an
elaborate Prospectus, which they presented to the Prudential
Committee of the American Board, the Ceylon Govermment,and $o
friends in England, America and the East". 5

4 contd.
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The position en the eve of the establishment of the
Seminary is given in an early Report of the Mission. " In .
1822", it is stated, "there were 42 scheools with 1800 pupils
maintained at a cost of £.270/- including presents, premiums
and the wages of the teachers who, instead of receiving a
rezul®r salary, as at present, were paid according to the
progress of the scheolars which was determined by a monthly
examination™. :

In 1823 the Mission supported more than 105 boys and 28
girls at the free boarding schools at their five stations. °e-
"ot a few of the pupils in these schools", continues the* ,
Report, "hid made such advancements in their studies and given
suchepromise of further advancement as to warrant an attempt
to place within their reach the advantages of higher education
in a Central High School".

@ The proposal of the Missionaries was to establish a College
of University rank with, it is supposed, a Charter to confer
Jdegrees in due course. The Prospectus which was dated Jaffna,
Ceylon, March 4, 1823 and signed by Meigs Poor,Winslow, /3
Spaulding,Woodward and Scudder is & histofic document. It is

ap extremely far-sighted and cquprehensive blue-print feor a
truly liberal education of "Tamul gnd other Youth". The
prospectus was reproduced in the Missionary Register. A
=lightly incomplete version is giveg byeChelliah 1in his book. o

It is a thousand pities that {his magnifici®nt Plan was
not fully implemented. Had it beeneexecuted in the grand memner
as envisagéd by its architects it welld have heralded a national
and cultural renaissance not only in Jaffma but throughout
Ceylon’and South India. It was noted in the Plam that "the§e .
was & considerably large Tamil population in the Islapd,an sohe
millions on the continent,that might need the side’ofea Uitetary
Seminary, and that there were many native youth *6f good talen%
who would prize its privileges and employ them for the good of .
their countrymen". What vision ! What ideals T What
enlightened patriotism !

: »

It will be observed that the builders spoke &f good "talent"
not of good "birth". This, we suppese, was done advisedly, and
is very significant; for although it se happened that the
recruitment of students by the American Mission was drawn
generally, with a few exceptions, from a particular class of
the Hindu community (unlike, for instance,the Cajholie

' Migsionaries who cast their net far and wide), the methed of

education imparted and, as we know in several instances, the
manner in which the seocial crises and challenges of feudal
ps@udo-superiority were faced, testify to the determined effort
on the part of the Missionaries to instil what they hels te be
the cardinal Christian virtues of universal brotherhgod among
thg brethren with whom they had cast their leot. 2

Their method of appreach to the social problem of cas%e
was gomewhat peculiar. They preferred generally to inculcate a
sense gf duty and social justice among those who had hitherto
Wropg held themselves superior,rather than to encourage a
qpnsciﬁusness of denied rights to those who had been forcgd e
till then to accept a position of inferiority. Thus they
endeavoured to avoid the bittermess of the class struggle. e
Admit®edly this was not the radical way. But it 4id raise
the social tone of the community. The least that it did was
to meke indifferent Hindus bettex Hindus,even if they had failed
%0 moke them Christians, good or bad. <

~ The objects of the proposed College were declared in the
Prospectus. The first object was : N

" to0 give native youth of good promise a thorough °*
knowledge of the English language. The great reason
for this is, that it will open te them the treasures

. of Burcpean sciencé and literature,and bring fully .

contd.
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before the mind the evidence of Christianity.

. A knowledge of the English language,especially 3i{52
for those designed for Native Preachers,is in -
. this point of view, impertant almest beyend -

belief. Their minds cannot be so thereughly
enlightened by any other means",

Tennent had stated some years later, "The Seminary like all
others founded by the Mission is essentially a Christian
institution®. The Missionaries were of the opinien that a ,
knowledge of English was necessary for a liberal educatign; *°
and that g liberal education was necessary for the receptionh
of the Christian gospel.
L ]
The Missionaries disagreed with the position taken up
by William Carey and his colleagues in India who had earlier
in 1817 established an educational institution kneown as
#Serampore College, a body somewhat similar to, though much
less catholic and liberal than,the one contemplated in
s Jaffna. The controversy between the two was over the place
@f English in the eduecational structure.

| The guestion of the nationel language vis—-a-vis English
bas been the subject of debate evew since The British
undertook the educational developflent of their subjects in -
India. This debate still continuese®vére after the withdrawal °
of the British. Scientlfically it has been helq that one must
learn Tirst in one's own mother tengue. This has never been
* refuted by the Missionaries. But they had realised that Endlish
education at that time was an urgent need in erder to open the
windo;g of the werld to their premising wards who were

hunge?ing after knowledge, more knowledge, and ®still more « . , °
knowledge. The preospectus in a spirited advecacy af the stand
ef the Missionaries had declared : . .

" The great efforts they are making to transfer .

the learning of the West into the language of
the Bast, is a matter of most sincere rejoicing;
and the Seminary here contemplated®is designed
to assist in doing this geed work. It"is in this
way only that the great mass of the people can
be enlightened. The most iImportant werks in
BEnglish must be translated, epitomes made of them,
or new works written; but to accomplish all, or
any of these objects, a large number,of English

P scholars must be raised up from among ‘the Natives.
It is a work which foreigners,comparatively
ignorant of the language and customs of the

. country, cannot be supposed qualified te deo".
e o
The Missionaries had anticipated Macaulay's Minute by a 1ang :
stretch of yéars. .

The second object declared in the Prospectus was " the
gult{ivation of Tamul literature " This is how it was
descrlbed :

L]
” ‘e " To maintain any good degree of respect among e ”
o the nagive inhabitants, it is necessary to :
understand their literature. The Tamul language °
like the Sanskrit, Hebrew,Greek, &c. is an
original and perfect language, and is in itself
highly worthy of cultivation. The high er poetic
b Ol Tamul is, however, very difficult of acquisition,
. *and requires all the aids which the college is
designed to furnish. The Puranas, and all the more
common sacred books, are to be found translated .
inte high Tgpul y,in which they are read in the 2
temples; it is particularly desirable that some

contd.
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' at least, if net all of those ﬁg; are set for .
the defence,or empleoyed in the opagation of
the Gospel, should be able to read and understand
them".

It further stated :

" a more,important benefit would be the cultivation
of Tamil composition,which is now almest entirely
neglected.It is common to find among Tamul pecople
men who can read correctly,who understand to some .
extent the peoetic languagg,and who are able perhaps
J¢ form a kind of artifieciel verse,who cannot write |
a single page of correct prose".

-

It continuned

" the attention of many must be turned to writing
" intelligibly, and forecibly,in their own language.
Original native composition,on account of the
superior felicity of its style and idiom,will be !

. read when the productioen, of a foreigner? or &
translation,will be thrdwn aside. To raise up,
. therefeore, and qualify a class of native authors

whose minds being enrich®d by science may be caqule
not only of embodying Zuropsan ideas,but of putting, °
them inte 2 handsome natiVe ‘d®ess,must be rendering

important aid tc the interests of leagning and ®
Christianity". . -
As will be seen the Missionaries held firm t0 the view that
the "gnterests of learning and Christianity"™ were not S )
contradictory; thus their ultimate objective was not, &
oeverlecoked, . R A i

1% was also planned to give a select number of the pupils . °
& course of study in Sanskrit, Hebrew, Latin and Greek. These

were generally intended for students proposing to be ™native
preachers", e

The' prospectus stated :

" In additien to these languages,and through the
medium principally of the English,it is designed
to teach, as far as the circumstances aof the

country require,the sciences usually stuliied in o
. - the colleges of Europe and America. The course
at present contemplated will embrace,more or
z less extensively, Geography, Chronelegy, Histery
(civil and ecclesiastical), Elements of Geometry s
. Mathematies,Trigonometry, Natural Philesophy,of the -+
Mind, and Natural and Revealed Religion. In teaching, o
. these it is designed to provide as fast as possible ,

elementary works in Tamul, for the assistance of the
« sStudent. The public lectures will be delivered prinei-
. pally in English with suitable explanations in the J
$ » Native language. That all the students will be able to
e make great advances in most of ikesa their diffegent ®
. e Dbranches,is not supposed,but many will thereby obtain .
. an expansion of mind,and pewer of receiving and .
e Originating thought,which will not only free them
from the shackles of superstitien but enable them to

guide others also is not only hoped but confidently
believed", ,

There were other benefites: teo contemplated by the architects
of this institution. They stated : &

i L
g ]

contd,
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" Agriculture and mechanic arts will be improveds

obtain a deminion over wealth and caste; the
native character will be raised; and the native
o mind,freed from the shackles of custom, will
imbibe that spirit of improvement which has seo
long distinguished and blessed most Buropean
countries. A College such as this is intended to
be, would give a new tone to the whole system of
education in this Bistrict,and exert an influence ,
which would be felt in every scheel and village'. *°
®
" In short", Chelliah wrote, "the founders had in view not i
on™ the raising up of competent Preachers and Mission
Agents, but also well educated citizens,Christian and nen-—
Christian, who would serve government and society in the
‘york of the uplift of the Country".

This Plan was thought by some to be "rather large", but

e according te an early Report of the Mission it was "warmly

La g

«approved by the friends of the Mission in America and
generally also in India. Funds t& a considerable amount
were conditionally pledged ineAmerica,and would have been
given, had not unexpected obstacles frem the local Government
prevented its projectors frem paf%;ing the Plan fully into .
effect™. = ’

®

What were these obstacles ? The Ceylen Government under

Barnes would not allow the work t%°" pe carried out as propésed.
It was expressly stated, says Miss Helen I. RBoot in her beok
"A Ceptury in Ceylon®™ published in 1916, that ne more Mission-
aries could join the force and no "College" cduld be estalPlished.

=3 °

Poor was undeterred. Within four mecnths eof the*isdbe' .
of the Prospectus, Poor and his colleagues presented everybody
with a fait accompli. The University (so it was,despite the °
fact that 1t had no Charter) was begun, although at its bifth
it was wrapt in swaddling clothes.There were no buildings te
speak of. Funds had te be collected. Even the® final sanctien
of the Board had to come. But the Professors wePe there.The
students were there too. Together, these pioneers formed the
University, the first of its kind in Ceylon,and the second
in Asia, the other being Serampore Cellege in India.

Tet others contend, Poor would have told himsgglf, for the
nsme, we shall have the substance. For the name of the
institution remained unresolved for a number of years. Even
the siting of the institution at Jaffna, the metropolis of-
the peninsula,so desirable from many points of view, was
abandoned from a fear of the organisers being thought ®f s
being too ambitious. Sl '.‘ .

L] » [ ]

But Poor continued to press his claims for due recognijiion
of the institution by the local Government under Barmes. He
souweht assistance from such friends as the Archdeacon ,
*Twislgton. He also sought the aid of the Board in America to *
male’a direct approach to the British Government. This teo
was Gone, but to little avail. A Cellege such as the onee °
proposed "had te be under instructors frem Great Britain". .
That was the furthest concessien that could be wrung from °
anwilling hands. This propesal was however politely ignored
by Poorx.

i . contd.
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The term "Seminary" which was finally used to descrisbe
this institution was an innocuous word that ceuld mean * 5

*3ifferent things to different men. A Mrs. Edema had a
school which she called a "Seminary" in the Fert of Ceclombo.
There is a reference to it in the Ceylon Gevernment Gazette.
of %th Februery 1818. In the issue of the Gazette of 29th
May the following year, a Mr. Taylor speaks of his "Seminary"
at Main Street,Pettah. These were of course primary or post-
primary schools. The Government Seminary at Hulftsdorp was
no better. It was at the most a secondary schoeol.

*

The Missionaries appear to have toyed with the word "Aced&fy"
too, originally a word to mean the garden near Athens where
Plato taught. At the end, they agreed, medestly, upon the
wors Seminary for their University College. In this manner the
Missionaries sidetracked Government disappreval of the word
"College™ and all that that word cemnetédiin the context of a

Suiversity.

& The twenty-secoend day of July 1823 is a day fer ever
memerable in the annals of the educational histery ef this
*country. This is how the event ayd circumstances are @escribed

J in an early Repert of the NMisgion: "The institution was .
tommenced in a modified form at Bgtticetta in 1823 by bringing °*
together the moest forward lads fmom the different Bearding =
Schools and placing them under” theecarg of one of the lMission-
aries, who with assistant teachers,was to devete himself .
principally to their instruction in literatures, science and *
religion. The number at first releived was forty-eight, whko,
after qualifying themselves by further attentien to some
elementary subjects, entered upon a course of study beth in
Englissh and Tamil,similar te that laid down in the original
plan of the Cellege™. s

. e . ® L ]
. L L d L ]
Pcer had achieved his purpose,altheugh perh&ps in a s

guarded and disguised way. He had succeeded in giving effect _ ®
to his eriginal plan despite all the objections and ebstacles

he had encountered. Poeor had been the ebvious choice for the
pest of Principal which place of honour and mesponsibility

the Mission had unreservedly awarded te him. °

Poor had as his chief assistant a "Tuter in English and
Tamil", Gabriel Tissera, the bey from Celembe, new a yeung
man of twenty-three. Tissera evidently had decided toe remain
in Jaffna. He was admitted te the congregation of the American
Mission on 10th Octeber 1819, and was a licensed.,as a Preacher
fpom 5th November 1821. The records in Jaffna show that his
widocwed mother had joeined him in Jaffna. :
Tissera is given a very prominent place by the American
Missionaries in their accounts of these times. For insltarte, 3
Dr. Fred Goodsell for long a Vice-President of the RBeard givyes o
mgre than a page te Tissera in his book "They Lived their TFajtle",
which was published by the Mission some years ago. It is,’
reporged by His Lordship the Bishep in Jaffna,Sabapathy
€plendran,that the manuscripts of an unpublished work by
sGoodsgell on the "History of the Ceylon Missien"running into :
,n&arfy two hundred pages contain an account of Tissera.
HoodRell's "history" is said to begin with Gabriel Tissess anll
the first seven pages of the book are reperted te be entirely*
deveted to him. P

centd.
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Tissera had a big hand in laying the foundations of the
Seminary. There is & copy of Samuel Johnson's Dictienary
with a present member of Tissera's family that is autogriphed e
"From Archdeacon Twisleton to Mr.Gabriel Tissera, 1823,
Evidently this was a gift from Twisleton to the young "Tuter
in Epnglish" at the Seminary. The records show that frem 1823
to 1831 Tissera was attached to the Seminary. He wa 7 renewned
Preacher until his early death on 9th February 1838. His
letters to Americen friends are reported to have been
published in America. :

/

Pigsera married a daughter of Simen Jurgen Ondaatjie. e
He left two sons,G.S.Arianayagam aged 7, and G.P.Savundara-
nayagam afed 5 at the time of his death. They became wards °,
of ®he missienary,Peter Percivaly Ariyanayagam rose to be B
a High Court Judge in Travanceore. Savundaranayagam had a
leading practice in the Madras High Ceurt. He successfully
defended Arumuge Navalar in the cases filed in India by some

o®s Navaler's opponents end by the "Deekshitars” of Chidambaram

. in the 1870's. In & biegraphy of Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar
o by V.Mutukumaraswamy,Savundaranayagam is reperted te have

ghown "great mettle" in these casges.

L]

The band of American Missioparies present at the opening
of the Seminary was small. Besideg Poor there were lMeigs, .
Winslow,Spaulding, Weodward and Seudder. Warren and Richards
were victims of tuberculosis céntrgcted before they arrived ipn °
Jaffpna. Warren was sent back for a sea voyage and he died at
the Cape of Good Hope on 1lth August 1818. Rickards was one ef
the six earnest students of Williams College ,Massachusetts, who
Jaunched the idea of this Mission in 1810 from a haystack in
Williamstown, and whe joined in establishing %he American Beard
on 29%h June that year. He was the only oné amgng this lot ef
six pioneers to embark persenally fer the foreign field. Soone °
he left his mortal remains at Tellipalal where hgedifd dn %922.

L]

*

Strangely enough the patients,Warren and Richards,were the
first medical missionaries,although Scudder was not tec far .
behind. Werren and Richards had a shert course of medical
study at the University of Pennsylvania and sgme practice at
the hespitals at heme. Within a year of their axrival in Jaffna
they had opened up, with the help "of government officials and
private individuals", a temperary hospital at Tellipalal fer
the cure of both soul and body,which function,they had felt,
was their mission in life.

. Poor of course was most concerned with soul ®»d mind. Poor
teo had been afflicted by tuberculesis,but some kind fate seems e
to have saved him fer his historic mission at the Seminary.
Pwor is reported to have had at the beginning the professidmnal
agsistance of Winsloew, later to be the great Tamil lexicographer,
Woodward, who remsined in Jaffna until 1834; and Scudder, whe °
was a practising dector of medicine in New York whewm, accordinge
% him, the "call" came to leave the surgery at once, to work °
as & Missionary in the foreign field. e

e, sScudder had belonged to the Dutch Reformed Church, but scen

*aftey he arrived in Jaffna,he was ordained in 1821 as a Minister
o€ *the Gespel of the American Mission by the laying of hands

snot enly of his ordained colleagues,but also of those of, Reve
Ohater,a Baptist Missionary, and Rev.Robert a Wesleyan Missiopary.
Thisywas a foretaste of the gecumenical spirit new strongly .
established in Jaffna.

Scudder of course was the fopnder of the first Mission-
endoded Medical Dispensary at Pandateruppu, and later of the
world-renbwned medical services in South India at Madura, where
even to-day the name of Scudder is held with reverence and
gratitude. Winslow's name 1is associated with that of his wife
Harriet(great,great,grandmother of John Foster Dulles) as. the
founders of almost a parallel institution te the Seminary for
higher education for Ta?il girls at Uduvil in Jaffna.Harriet

% _ contd.
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Winslow died in 1833. Her memoir published by her husband -
gives an interesting account of the early years of the Nisssiopn.

With regard to the curriculum and system of education at
the Seminary at its commencement Chelliah states, "It is
integesting to note the introduction of a system of mutual
instruction with the help of moniters, by which it was hoped
+to stimulate idle and inattentive students in their studies.
There were two distinet courses of study: English and Tamil.
Forty-eight boys 'of good caste and promise' were admitted
the first year after passing a satisfactery admission exami-
nation in English and Tamil. The examination consisted of @
Reading, gpelling, Translation from the English Testament' .
into Tamil, the first principles of Grammar, and the ground
rul®s of Arithmetic. In Tamil, the examination was on Negundoo.

The students were divided according to their proficiency
into two classes. To the end of 1824 these perfected their

owledge of English Grammer,Arithmetic,Translation,Reading,
eand Writing. Tamil peetry, HNannool and Negundoo were

e systematically studied. Besides these, regular instruction was

given in Scripture. The number of schelars at the clese of

¢ the year was reduced te 36 in conBeguence of some having been

® teken to fill situations in the Mission,and others having been, |

-

for various reasons, dismissed. Th® next year,advanced work was
taken up in the subjects mentigned above, and the higher class .
took, in addition,Elements of GeogshbpRy® and Astronomy". o

®

The reference to "good caste™ in the above deseription is
unfertunate, for there was no soci¥l, discriminatien at the®
Seminary. The students who came to-the Seminagy from the
Boarding Schools were recruited, as it was observed earlier,
for sdme reason or other, frem a particular sedtion of the, , , *
Hindg community, & section which called itself as bebeonging o
a "ggod caste", having entrenched itself in the feudefl nieraychy, &
through long years ef social climbing and social tyranny, as '
exclusively entitled to privileges and functions which is e
denied to others. '

The Missionaries had to contend with sociefy as it was.
They confronted it and often challenged it with & view to
changing the social order on the basis of & sense of universal
brotherhoed; but their approcach towards this end was, as
described earlier,not vielent or radical. They had a way of
their own.

®

e The course of study at the Seminary at the beglnning extended ,
for six years. Tennent who was closely acguainted with the
Seminary says in his Christianity in Ceylon that the "course
of educaticn is so comprehensive ag te extend over a peried of
eight years of study". The course he was referring to emhaps >
included a post-graduate course. Temnent describes the curri‘culum
as "embracing all the ordinary branches of historical and S
classical learning, and all the other higher departmenta_ef'°
mathemgtical and physical science combined with the most
aptimate familiarization with the great principles and evidences
yf,thf Christian Religion". .

L ] 4 ;
« "Me students", Tennent states,"reside uninterruptedlym undeér
the same roof with their instructors; and although ne renunci-e
ation of idolatry and no fermal declaration of Christian beliedf
is in%isted on as a preliminary to admissien,still each inmate
is required, as a matter of discipline, te be present at the
.marning and evening devetions ofethe schoel and to attend to
Chras#ian worship in the chapel of the College.

z contd.
—————meme
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® "Po participate in the religicus cbservance of the Hindus",
Tennent conginues, "is regarded in the student as a disciglinal
offence; and so far from the regulation being leoked upon as a ®
degpotic interference with religious freedem,it is regarded by
the students as only a well-understeed conditien of their
admission te a Christian institute,and one which they veluntarily
comply®*in order to secure a participatien in all the advantages
of the Cellege™.

It should be noted that ne renunciatien of one's own religien
was demanded or insisted upon; but a willingness te live in a
wholly Christian environment (which fundamentally and morally *agmld
not be repugnant to any other religious environment) was insigted
upon, and t%is demand could net be censidered,even under medern ©
standards and concepts of religious freedem,as asking too much
e Of a child who veluntarily enters a Christian Cellege with the
eapproval of his parents. True, the child is bound to be influenced
by his exemplars, but the undcubted liberal education imparted
* we#ld have equally influenced the child to decide for himself
« the path he should take on leaving College. The Batticetta
Seminary, for these reasons, has not only produced good Christians
bup also good Hindus, as the results have clearly shown.
® 4
s J.H.Martyn in his "Notes on Jaffna" states, "The expenses .
of *the Seminary were defrayed by the American Board of Commissioen-
ers for Foreign Missions,which is &#3¥so called the Foreign
Missionary Seciety of the Americdn Cgugwegatioenal Churches. »
Most of the pupils were supported by patrems in the United . *
States after whom they were called and who made S8pecific yearly
donations of not less than twenty daL%grs for their beneficisries".

~ Tennent toe says that "it is part of the sys%em to apply
the annwal contribution of some one friend of the Mission if .
it amount to the stipulated sum (which was £.4/g/0 per annum) ° °
to the exclusive education of one individual whé, off admiSsie?,
,assumes, in additien te his own name,that of the ¥Uistant
benefacter to whom he is indebted for his presentation®. This e
ig the genesis of the abundance of American names in such.a
far-away place as Jaffna. Mest of the names came frem Maine,
Massachusetts,Connecticut and Maryland. ®
L ]
Many friends frem Ceylon and India had contributed funds
for this Seminary. Although Governor Barnes had frowned on
the idea Sir Richard Ottley,a Puisne Judge and later Chief
dJustice of Ceylon,held guite oppesite views on the matter.
Ottley contributed a substantial amount, and had justified the
honogr done him by Peor whe named the chief building& in the
, ¢ oeminary as Ottley Hall. This Hall continues te bear Ottley's
name, and is new part of Jaffna College. Mr. Mooyart, a grandson
of =ze Dutch Governer,the Missionaries Carey and Marshman of :
Serampore College and the Hindu religious and secial vefoamsr, .

Raje’ Ram Mohan Roy were among the subscribers. a . T

r L ]

W thin a peried of nine years ever £.1,300/- was collectad ° %
from individuals fer the Seminary. This was spent on the = *
building®. Chelliah reports that the support of the students,
thg *welges of teachers, the salary of the Principal, the expense .
ofebdoke,apparatus etec. were all paid from mission funds. The
sum So epent for the years 1830-1832 was over £.2,558/-. ' .
Acdordiﬂg to L.J.Gratiaen, auther of the beok on The Founding
of MM seion Schools the expense of the Institution &t The Tlmee
includimg the Principal's salary,amounted to £.650/-per year,

"The first building put up", says Chelliah "were six good
skzed rgoms for students,a dining roem and kitchen,a large and
airy room fom» meetings of various kinds,several apartments for
devetienal purpeses,and study rooms for the Principal and the
native Tuter. In additien te this a Hall was in process of z
erection to be used for public examinations,lectures and othere
exercises,and for the library and apparatus. It was designed teo

contd.
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be %Ywo stories in height (sixty-four feet in length)the o
lower story te be used for public exerclses,and the upper
for holding classes,for the 11brary,etc . o

The library began with 600 Volumas and orders for
classical books and science equipment to the value of
£.150/- were forwarded te England. An annual examination
was held during 1825 at which Ottley, Major Antil,Commandant
-Jaffnapatem, and several other gentlemen begides Misslonarles

o ‘were present. The judges were much impressed.

"At the beginning of 1826", Chelliah writes, "twenty
lads from the Preparatory school were added te the Seminary e
having passed a good examination in the required studiessBy
the additeon of this class the number in the three classes ®
of jhe Seminary rose te 53, but was reduced to 48 at the ehd
2 of the year. At a public examination in the Tamil Language in
« dune of that year essays were produced, among others, on the
following subjects: Form and dimensions of the earth;Number,
e Jaistance,and size of the planets; Eclipses; Method ef finding
*latitude at sea; and Fixed stars. Seme of these subjects were
* illustrated by the help of instruments and celoured maps and
®* drawings,much to the astonishment of the people assembled.

«*

> "The annual examination took place in September,and it
® was agein attended by Sir Richhrd Dttley and other high
Government Offieials,besides missjonaries. The highest class
was examined in Algebra and the Elqments of Astronemy,while ., °*
the other two were examined in the aubjécts mentioned abeve.
Sir Richard was highly gratlfled with the perfermance of thee®: ;u-
students, and afterwards in a let%gr to the Principals saig -
that his first impression was considerably strengthened as
regards the value and pregress of the Institu®ion”.

5 The progress of the Seminary coeuld be measured frem the o o °
fellowing account given by Chelliah : . 5 It g
® L]
"The number on the rells of the Seminary at the beginning -
of 1827 was forty—eight,divided inte three classes. In ®
September 1827 h(?eptemher was the close of the Seminary
year) twenty-four boys were admitted fromgthe Preparatery
Scheol at Tellippalai,and in September ngQ.another class
of 29 was received inte the Seminary. At first the average
age was fourteen or fifteen,but the beys taken last were
considerably younger,being on an average not mere than 12
years old. This was considered a circumstance very
favourable to their acquiring a good prenunciation of
English and a thorough education. During timee two years
twenty-seven students graduated from the Seminary, sixteen |
in 1828, and the rest in 1829. t
"It was intended that these should pursue their, studies :
¢ at least another year,but their anxiety to obtain some , S
empleoyment,and the demands of the Mission for e!flclent &
., e assistants made the authorities of the school deviate o ©
frem their original plan. In 1830 the total mumber was
688 divided inte three nearly egual classes.Tﬁbre were
e * ten others who while doing teaching werk progacuted
: , dheir studies higher.In September 1830, thirty beys were
* admitted,and in 1832,sixty-three. Of the latter fifty.
. were frem the Boardlng school at Tellippalai,and the®
* remaining were from Day English schoels. Out of twenty B
@pplicants from respectable families whe wished teo study ==
a2t their ewn cest as Day schelars,ten were admitted.This
‘showed that mon-Christians of property and influence had
. Fegun to appreciate the edubation given at the Seminary.

contd.
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o "Sixteen graduated in 1832,o0f whom eight continuad
to be connected with the Seminary as teachers or.,as
7 studente in Theology. At the beginning ef 1833 the .
number of students was 114 in four classes.In the
course of the year a class of 22 was formed for Tamil
werk, as, ewing to the large demand everywhere for men
e with English education, it was not possible te keep
the necessary number of English teachers.At the end
of two years, however, this class was abandoned and
the members of it commenced English studies.Twenty-three
graduated in 1834,and found prefitable employment".

“"When the first class of fifteen graduated“,Gratiamstate.s,-’ .
"there were® two hundred applicants to the new class". Gratisgn, e
who was a prominent educationist,exclaims that the Batticotta
. Seminary was for some years the highest achievement of educatien
e in the Island. This was high praise indeed. Gratian was netv
content with giving this encomium only. He further stated in
®* gg@iration of the system of education fellewed by the American
. Mission that "a bright beoy in one of these village schools might
‘go to a Boarding School,learn English,enter the Seminary and go
¥back. to the school as a teacher or enter the mission serviece. Till
the Americans developed this idea, ethe English and the vernacular
students were distinct, one beipe for Headman's sons and the cther <

for-the villager. Here therefore isenot enly an admirable school
System,but the beginning of the potial revolution™.
o ' ®
In April 1830 Reginald Heber, Bishop of Calcutta,visited o =
the Seminary and examined the beys,in Mathematich and Religioug
knowledge. He was gratified and was®planning to bestow some °® o
benefactieon to the College, but unfertunately ke died on his
way back at Trichnopely. In September 1830 C.H.Cameron and Cel.
Colebrobke, members of the Commission of Enguiry® sent by thg , , °
British Government to Ceylon,visited the Collegg and cenducte
an examination. They were most satisfied and sooy fﬁportéﬁ thag
. the Barnes prehibitien e¢f further missionaries from America =
should be immediately rescinded. This paved the way fer the o)
arrival of Dr.Nathan Ward and H,R.Hoisingten in 1833, and James
Rezd EcKard in 1834.

Colebfooke in his famous Report in 1831 statds,"While
the English Missienaries had net generally appreciated the
impertance of diffusing & knowledge of the English Language
through their schools, the American lMissionaries were ully
impressed with the importance of English"g He referred approvinglyz@
to the Seminary where "the students made some cregitable
pro#iciency in ether branches of useful knowledge™. .
. The Seminery found a friemd in the new Govermer Sir Wilmot
Horton who visited the Coellege in 1832,and was present at the, . -
examination held that year. He was so satisfied with®what? he .
observed that he offered a Schelarship,on his own accapnt, * ¢ §
e, for_ the further education of the best student in the highest ey
elass of the Seminary. .

.. A the end of 1835 Poor felt a "Call" specially te do
epangelistic werk, and being satisfied that he had placed the °
Semiaely on 2 firm foundatien he eoffered his resignation from
the poft of Principal. Owing to the restrictions imposed by B
Government, Chelliash states, that Poor was ebliged during his
term of office to sustain the burden almest alone,the other ® o=
members of the Missien rendering only limited assistance in
the millst of their Missienary duties,

. Po[?r, as we have seen, was ne ®ordinary educationist. His
expefiflents 4in Pedagogy were interesting. For instance, he

had the menitor system to overcome the enfereced shertage of

staff. The moniters were students from the upper classes,

They were supervised by class superintendents "who had a genegal °
eversight of the cenduct and studies eof the beys",and whe

were responsible in some measure "for the fidelity ef the

i *
. tegchers » _ cantas .
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Poor's revelutionary ebjectives with regard to the :
- general education e¢f "Tamul and other yeuth" have been descrived
in detail in the Prospectus that preceded the establishmeng
of the Seminary. Few are aware that he endeavoured to adapt
d the "native system of arithmetic",which was "thought well
3 wort® the attention of students", for it contained "many -
.useful rules both of integers and fractions,and some important
sformulae of Mensuration,Geometry and Trigenemetry, expressed
in a laconic poetical manner by which they were easily retained
in memory for practical purpeses'.
= L ]
Poor 2lso saw to it that the Seminary was net iselated
from the ®ife of the community. One ef the functiens of thg »
Semgnary was to influence the intellectual life of the people
o of the area. The Seminary was the centre which radiateggaodwill,
e stimulated a spirit ef enguiry and extended knewledge eyond
its walls, reaching the homes and families of its students
® ofhd their friends.
2 Poor was an enthusiastic student eof Astronemy. It was
a subject of study at the Seminary,cevering both the Hindu
. and Buropean systems. The studentg particularly had a
. gartiality, according to Poor,, for mathematical and astronomical
Spudies. Poor found an epportunity te correct the Hindu Almanac °
(hitherte treated as infallible)wkat was prepared by a "learned
t Brehmin® named Vivanadan at Va®dukgddaj, Poor noticed some o °
fundamental errors in the calculations made in the Almanac “
regarding the eclipse of the moon on the 20th March 1829. ~
Poor was vindicated when he demor'strated his position befoxe *
a large gathering on the day of thg %clipse. "No single
gccurrence", says a Report, "in connection wi%h the Seminary,
had had ss obvious an effort as this, upen different classes.
of people in the vieinity, in awakening their attention b - T
the comparative merits of the very different Bysisms Jiow ta8%eht in
the distriect". ” 2

Y
Although the newspaper of the Missien (which is still %
centinuing) knewn as the "Morning Star", was inaugurated in
1841, some years after Poor's term at the Semwnary,Poer's
views on the project which was begun by him undee the
editership of two graduates of the Seminary,Henry Martyn -
and Seth Paysen,are worthy of record. "Of the means",Poor
is reported to have declared, "through which the civilized
, man acquires knewledge, the newspaper stands foremost".

. There were some constitutional changes at tifes Seminary
e in 1835. Chellish states, "The constitution of the Seminary ’
was adopted in February 1835. According to it the Seminary ,
was to be under the directien of a Beard ef Trustees : .
cqusisting of the American missionaries in Jaffna and sabject * .
te the control of the Board in America.-An Executivej,Commitdee {

s congisting of the Facmlty and two of the Trustees was °
cdnstituted to have immediate supervision of the Seminary, °
and a Faculty consisting of the Principal and Professors,

139 lo6k after the government and discipiline of the Seminary.
S8Scsides Professors it was resolved that there should be .

Yufes in various subjects. The term of study was fixed at
&ix y?ars. With a few exccptions,the students were requixed o
tQ be” boearders“. :

?r,/“ﬁ) ™or closed twelve years of deveted service at the P

Seminvary at the end of 18635. A Report summarising the
."numerical resulte of the period) states:

. "Thg whole humber received inte the Seminary,

" from its commencement,is twe hundred and ninety,
: of whom one hundred and forty-three now remain,
Of the one hundred and forty-seven whe have left, - ¢
. fifty-seven are employed by the American Missions of

Jaffna and Madura,twenty-twe are in the service of.
the Government,ten in that of other lMissiens in the
contd. .
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Island,seven, as tutors in Eureopean families °
and ten have died. Of the ferty-one remaining, *
eighteen were members of the classes now under
instruction and were dismissed,as unworthy of
gratuitous suppert, or left from ill health or

n some other cause; and others net knewn te be in
employment as the result of their education were,
a large propertien of them, dismissed for improper
conduct,or for want of a capacity to learn.

"Only twe of the number finished their studies; p
they were for a time employed by the missien, g
put subsequently were dismissed fr mployment, .
and from the church. These in the service of the °
Americen missions are twe of them Native Preachers,
forty-four are Catechists,English and Tamil teachers,

and Superintendents of schools,twe are Tamil school-

= masters in common village scheols,and nine are in
the Printing establishment or engaged in ‘other
manual labour. Of the ten whe have died, five were
in Mission service at the time of their decease.

‘e Of the whele number who have left the Seminary,

only twenty-twe continued their studies until the

and were regularly dismighed".

L]

On the 6th January 1836 Rev. D=hiél® Poor D.D.submitted
his formal resignetion when he wrote, "Believigg that the
time has arrived in the Province ¢f Ged,in which it is
consistent with the best interests %& the Seminary for me
to withdraw my services as Principal of the Imstitution;
and believing that there is an urgent demand for direct

. classes to which theyebelonged finished their course,

o b

Missidn labours in Jaffna,but more especially &n the i

Continent; and having a decided preference fox deypptimg the
remnant of my days to this service, I beg leave,t§p

that the Trustees will accept my resignation as Principal
of Seminary".

The Trustees in reply resolved "that sensible of the
great services rendered the Seminary from ita'%oqmencement
in 1823, till the present time, by their highly esteemed
associate, Rev. Daniel Poor, they accept the resignation as
Principal only froem the conviction that Ged is calling him
te another sexrvice'.

Jemes H.Martyn in his boek "The Life and Timeg of C.W.
Kathiravetpillai speaks of these events as follows, "OT the
gxXcellent work of Dr.Poor,as the first and foremost
educational pieneer, the best evidence was afferded by his
owh pupils,of whom or rather of the more brilliant of whom,

refuest © o

L]

itewas truly remarked that "they would not suffer by coffpfrigon , °
with the young men of their asge in any ceuntry“. His l!'esigna't;i'on‘

wag accepted with a high sense of his invaluable services
and in response to his earnest desire to proceed to Madura’
where ke established and conducted a new missien,with the

aqstisstance of some of the pupils he had trained at Batticetta, .

gugh as J.S.Tappan(father of the late Messrs.Chelliah and
Musttigh,the well knewn Colombo brokers) Francis Asbury of

SanBidipay (father of the late R.0.D.Asbury) Nethan Streng of °®

Mawepay,afterwards comnnected with the well knewn firm of

gyintirs,under the name and style of Ripley and Stroeng, Elil
. Coo

y, of Putoor (father of Mr.P.C.Chellappah,sub-Inspector

of schools) and Thomas Spencer (father of Mr.L.P.Spencer B.A.
of fhs Wesleyan Central College)®. '
[ ]

® contd.
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H. R.Heisington,a schelar ef unusual ability and
.attainments succeeded Poor and was Principal frem 1836- * .
1849 with a shert break of three years during 1841-1844,
Dr.Nathan Ward whe arrived in 1833 was attached te the
Seminary frem that time as Prefessor of Medicine,Chemistry
and Ggelegy. Ward acted as Principal during the absence eof
Heisingten. Edward Cope was Prefesser of English Literature
Srom 1340—1847; Rebert Wyman was Preofessor of Sgcial Literature
and Bibilical Interpretatien frem 1843 until ‘death in 1845. /Qa
S.G. Whittlesey teok his place,but he died in 1847. {

L

Hastings became Principal in May 1849 with Mills as his
ascistant.eIn February 1850 Mills succeeded Hastings eon the
latter's resignation. In 1851 ewing te the illness ef Mrs.

" Mill¥, W.W.Scudder and Hastings acted for him at different

times fer shert perieds. Tewards the end of 1852 and during
the first part of 1853 a cemmittee cempesed of Jehn C.Smith
ang W.W.Howland were appointed te conduct the business ef

e Seminary with M.D.Sanders as a Professor. Mills finally
erésigned in Octeber 1853, and until the beginning ef 1854
Sanders was in charge. Hastings relieved Sanders and he was
the “last of the Principals of the geminary for in 1855 the
ﬁeminary was clesed. -

° Among the Temil members of the, Ntaff were, those whe were
designated Tuters, Henry Martyn sho ftaught Mathematics and Ak b
Natural Philesephy and George Dashiel wib taught Sanskrit, .
Native Arithmetic and Hindu Astrenemy. Other Tqmil teachers © -
at the Seminary were the followingegraduates eof the Seminary: ¢~
E. Warren,Wiseboern Velk (Geegraphy, renclegy and Histery),P.K: *
Huseltime (Tamil Native) William Tefinent, J.Gregerie(English
Language ,Grammar ete., )Elisha Reckwead(Mathamat%p) Daniel Carell,
Jeremigh Evarts,William Nevins,Asa Lyman,D.H.Clerk,B.H.Riceg e o
R. Breckenridge,Cathiravelpillay Wyman and Solowon Jilllams.The
Seminary which was officially knewn as the Ameriedn Mission
Seminary from 1827 was formally declared in 1846 as the Batticetta
Seminary. ; =ht

Hoistingten was a woerthy successeffe Peer who was & bern
erganiservThe Seminary had been very fértunate o jhave had
during the twentysix years of its thirtytwe years ef existence
twe exceptional men te direct it. Beth were dgligent students /¢
of the culture eof the people ameng whom their let was cast.
They were earnest and prefound schelars ef the language and
PYilosephy ef the Tamils; indeed they much appreciated and
admired them,altheugh when it came teo defending thgir own vital
reldgieus coenvictiens they never yielded. They were good men, t
learned men; they held fast te what they knew to be the truth,
but they were charitable men teo,net in the sense of expendirfg
filthy luere (which of course they did net stint when it was e
foumd necessary),but of being lavish with a true leve fof fhe;r, ‘.
fellew-men. ' 4 o

eChelliah payia handsome tribute teo HoisingtanlﬁLike Dr.Peot": /e
he states, "Dr.Heisingten took great interest in the study®ef :
Astrpnomy. When en furlough in America he collected funds fer
buldding an observatery for the Seminary. The idea was at first e
approyed by the Missien,which veted for the ebservatery the
£.200/wgiven te it by the Legislative Council for educatiogal e
purpeses.lr.Dyke,the then Gevernment Agent,effered his services ,
to Burchase fer the Missien a piece of land lying south of the _/
Missiom premises. The idea, however, was relinguished, and it
was regolved instead to build a2 tower fer observatory purpeses.

. in the middle eof the Ottley Hall, oDis plan, toe, was dropped

leter. @r some reason or other.

"Dr.Hoisington's interest in Astrenomy was shown by his

beok on Hindu Astrenemy, which has been a text-beek presgribed
by the Calcutta University for the M.A.Examinatien in Mathematics. °
D{.Hoisingten was alse deeply learned in Hindu philesephical and
religieus woerks, and translated the three leading Tamil treaties + ..
on Siva Siddhanta Philoesephy: Sivagnana Betham,Sivapragasam and fgEw
Tatwa Kattalei. In speaking of scientific studies we eusht nofy t@

: - contd. b



2 * » (19) = .
emit mentien of the great interest taken by Mr.Dyke in %t.
In additien te his effer toe help in the building of the® °

*= [ *observatery,he presented the Seminary valusble beoks on

Betany and apparatus necessary fer teaching the subject'.

' dlartyn in his beok referred to earlier describes
‘Hoisington as being held by his pupils Samuel NMervin and
e George Champioen as "the ablest schelar among the American
> Missionaries whe have come teo the Island during the last eighty-
eight years. He kmew Letin, Greek and Hebrew well, and his
linguistic attainments en his arrival were already se extengive
that he soon mastered the Tamil and Sanskrit languages wgll
enough tes be able to de inte English, in a mest creditable * .
manper, sene of the standard werk in these languages en °
Saivaism and Hindu Astrenemy".

®
-

In 1848, shertly befere Heisingten relinquished his
* J@uties as Principal, Emersen Tennent, the Celenial Secretary
of the time and a learned schelar whe had already written
% Several beoks on Greece and whoe was to write,a few years
. 1agter, the best werk en Ceylen published in that century, =
Visited the Seminary, He has leff a record of his high &’
o 8ppreciation ef the work done at the Seminary in one of his
8mzller books Christianitg in Veylon, in'which he describes
the scene that gratified him.as aellows:
™ L ]
"The whole establishment is® ful? of interest,and .
forms an impressive and a memerable scene - the °
familiar ebjects and arrdyggements of a cellege -
being combined with the rem#rkable appearance i)
and unwonted costumes of the studentd; and the
o domestic buildings presenting all the peculiar
! characteristics of Oriental life and habits.The © e o
sleeping aparsments, the dining hall,end ghel e »
coeking reom are in purely Indian taste,but all .
accurately clean; and, stepping out of these, .
the contrast was striking between them,and the .
accustemed features ef the lecture-room with its
astrenemical cleck, its oerrery, and tyansit
instrument; the laberateory with its chemical
materials,retorts, and electre-magnetic apparatus,
and the Museum with its arranged gellectien of
minerals and cerallineste illustrate the geolegy of /~
Ceylen. But the theatre was the centre of attractioen,
with its benches of white rebed students,and lines
5 of turbaned heads,with upturned sager cBwntenances,
G "God's image carved in ebeny". The examinatien which ho/'t
. %toek place in our presence was on Histery,Natural
P Philesephy, Optics,Astronemy, and Algebra. The kneﬁiedge
o exhibited by the pupils was astonishing; amd ifp ig ne o
exaggerated encemium te say that, in the co@gse of s
m

r instructiens, and in the success of the sys for o
4 . communicating it, the Cellegiate Institution of , =« °®
< Batticetta is entitled to rank with many an Eurepean

e 5 University.” »
L ]

® ~ ®
- :.Eennent was a knowledgeable person. He was a distinguished
'gredact of Trinity Cellege,Dublin of which he became a I*‘gllovg
. He wds also elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. His
unselicited testimonial was well merited. Tennent had ethep
comm®nts to make in the same book. These tee are deserving of
mention. He says :

. "The number which the bwilding can accemedate is limited
«d for the present to one hundred,whe reside within its

walls, and take their foed in one commen hall,sitting

te eat after the customs of the natives. For sgme years

the students were boarded and clethed at the expense of »

the missien;but such is now the eagerness for instfuct-

) iens that there are a multitude of competiteors for ~
4 every casual vggancy,and the cost of their mainterglice
i contd. ' .‘
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- . .
- for the whole period of pupillage is willingly, ®
paid in advance in order to secure the privileg$ of

L admission®. ' 3 -

Tennent finally sums up describing the pesitien at the
time as follows:-

. «
Y "Nearly six hundred students have been under
¥mstruction from time to time since the commencement of the
Amerjican Seminary at Batticotta,and of these upwards eof four
hundred have completed the established course ef education.
More than one half have made an open preofession ¢f Christianid
and all have been familiarized with its dectrines and mores or
less imbibed with its spirit. The majerity are new filling ° .
situstionc of credit and respensibility threughout the various !
distriects of Ceylen; numbers are employed under the missionaries
themselves as teachers and catechists and as preachers and

* superintendents of scheols; Many have migrated in similar

aadacity to be attached to Christian Missions on the continent
ef Indiajothers have lent their assistance to the Missiens of !
‘the Wesleyans and Church of England in Ceylon; and amengqﬁtthem /t
who snave attached themselves %o secular eccupations,I can bear
testimony to the abilities,qualifigations and integrity ef the
aiany students of Jaffna, who ha¥e accepted empleyment in variocus e
eifices under the Govermment of the coleny". >

L Ll
— “Mhe Seminary shewed signs of deglimg, altheugh it was not o °
to0o noticeable,from zbout 1845. This was due partly to the poor .
health of Principal Hoisington. But the chief facter was the ©
policy of retrenchment adopted by e Mission. At the time -~
Pennent visited the Seminary,it was,t® all purpeses a flourishing
and promising imstitutien, but his reference 10 the numwbers being
one husdred reflected a numerical set-back,for fhe numbers in thg
past had consistently varied from one hundred and fifty te %ne ¢
hundred and sixty. . sy . .

L]

The American persennel in the staff ugh@the first te suffer %
from the axe of retrenchment. But the Tamil assistants, mest =
if not all of whom were graduates of the Seminary,stepped ably
into the breach. Funds, however, were slow in ceming. The whele
vote for education frem the Mission was reduced te £.1,000/- in
1852, and in 1854 the recommmendation was made tha$ the number
in the upper classes should be brought down. The follewing year,
the fatal year when the Seminary was clesed,the total number mX
on the reoll was oenly 96. =

e Although it tcok seme time for the changing dititude of

the Board towards the Seminary te take effect, yet it was '
evident that there was a geed deal of rethinking iﬂémerica & A
regarding the wisdom,value and need of continuipg the policy
hiherto follewed in the Seminary. . ® o e
!. ..
The American Missionaries, it sheuld be realised, g&me everw

to *Jaffna when the latter's fortunes were at their lowest gbbe %
FPor over two hundred years preceding the arrival ef these® :
jgsionaries the peeple of Jaffna had been under the heels of %
the, twe foreign conguerers viz. the Portuzuese (1591-1658) whese,
SupeaPer armacrushed them,alfhough only after a sanguinary
a;rugﬁée per gs unigue in the annals of Ceylon histery; gnd
-thg Df%ch (1658-1796) whe toek over this erstwhile,proud amd
independent Kingdom of Jaffnapatam from the Portuguese as bqoty
from the wars,with not even an apolegy of censent from its
inhab®tants.

* Qpg)weuld concede that the colonial powers had their own

ideas of ciwilising "natives". Between them the cclonialists

had satisfied themselves that they had each in turn "made

Christian® a goed part ef Jaffna,meaning thereby that aegeed

part of the pecple o¢f Jaffna had become Roman Catholics durifig *

ihe Portuguese Era, and Refermed Church Protestants during the
contd. )

. - ~
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.Dutbh. The enly disguieting element in these "conversion}™ .
%as that the Cathelic would have wished te burn the Pretestant
"heretie" alive, and the Refermed Churchman weuld rather have
embraced, if he must,the Hindu infidel than the hated "papist".
That gvas the riftxidden Christianity that was preached.Despite
these {tragic contradictions seme of the seeds that were sown

$12d really germinated, for from these sprouts have sprung

many, ameng whem there are several Reman Cathelice, whe are very
zealous and stadfast in the faith even unte this day.

L ]
But the spirit ef the Hindu eof Jaffna was broken by :he"'
crushing RQlews of his colenial masters; his histeric templed
were desecrated and destreyed at the outset by the Pertuguese,
his®beoks were burnt or stelen and if (te keep bedy and seul
tegether) he was ferced, as in some cases, te make a sign eof

the cress at his werk-place in the morning, he teek goed care
when he returned home in the evening to make his peace with
%is own Geds by rubbing "holy ash"™ en his ferehead in the

}.# « darkness of the night.
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