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| Trends

| Lctters

Unquiet flows
the ri'ﬁhiiﬂl

‘Hundreds - of farming. fomilles fn -

' mrul' NCP' villages are refusfnf

_move out of thelr *praditional’ tliling
fields (purona) “as the diverted
“Mahavell waters approach thelr areas.

~ They: have been promised fond ~else--

where, ond water, They say_they will
do without ‘both. In-a rare show of
sitlon ‘to - the ‘Mahaovell  xcheme,
and ULF politiclans. were seen
jﬂning the agitation with known UNP
riers. Among the figures wnm
'.Mr.' Maitripala Sennnnfahe
former lrrigation Hlnl'.tur “ond Br
Colvin. K.~ de Silva and ¥ivienne
Goonewardena j"ram the LSSP,

Plpe-down

Has there been o prnpagn'ndn' over
=kill of the FTZ or is lts: progress
so slow that even the FTZ commissars
are getting nervous? Top medla men
were told recently by o FTZ commissar
o play down the publicity.

Moslem Interests

- Concerned about - the . effects of
propartional representation on- Moslem

‘was ' Prime Minister,

mrmsu a grnup of pmmlnent Moslem

’ palm'iuns busingssmen and . profes-

sionals  met recently to  discuss the

advisabillty of forming o United Moslem

Party. - The ides was dropped. with
mast  participants . agreeing - that ‘the
interests of the comniuaity would be

better sarved with Moslem participation
In. ail parties, - pamcuh the  UNP -
and SLFP

'Quls custod Ieti

When' Mrs, ~ Sirima_ Bandaranaike
:nmcbnd}r had
scrawled on a ‘Temple Trees® se

box “'We are_camingl" - SLFP Ministers
were not sure whether it was the wark
of o prankster, the UNP or the [VP.
They were even more Intrigued by the
fact that such slegans could be
written near the PM's residence which
had four sentrles on duty all the time,

Recently, an “equally - mysterfous
meszage was written on the. wall

- VVIP, Translated freely into English, It
“rend like one- of these

**intimate’’
communicatiens that sometimes. appear
os ddvertisements, It read ‘*Mothini
{Lady), come back.” All Is forgiven'"!
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in English.

Colombao.

. corresporidence received. Bui '

No picnir. i '

Reggie Sumardcnal article on
th; 1971 * insurrection “is sincere,
iopate and frank. Perhaps it

- 1s'too brutafly frank for some rea-

ders. Let them remember that the
repression was -no pmmc It ‘Was
brutal too...

G,

Unwm:t}', Peradeniva. :
‘Kept press’

When an earlier government tried
tu muzzfe the press-of this country
“The Hindu® referred to.a *‘kept
press.” Even today. we asreaders
do not see much difference between
the so-called *kept press’’ and our
national press. - This ‘is - more 39

‘when we  think of ounr Sinhala

papers. That is why we salute the
Lanka Guardian even though it is .

P'_a'naﬂura. oMLK WI]mm
Pakistan .~

In urdc.r to express  “‘another
opinion” you have ruined a first-

. class inagural number by publishing
~a commentary on’ Pakistan which
.is-ugly and in very bad taste consi-

dering that this is & friendly neigh-
bouring country. ~The Pakistani
judges are jnd:pcndunt and eminent
men. Don’t use the pen to defend
men found: gmlt;r of murder,

Colombo. M, L Hinr'
Another opinion

“First it was for fourmonths and
then it became. 'six “‘months, ten

; “months and" so on. Mow General

Zia says he wants - another e:ght

‘months for him to enable the civi-

lian authorities to hold a gam:rni
election. Ts this buffoonery, sir, or

“trying to fool the people: forvas

long as possible? Thewhole Islamic
world _respecied’ Pakistan' in the
time of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

; Z. A, I'Il'. Mi'rlfIklr_.ur.

LE'I'I'E IIE

: ._ We - I&mk readers ﬂ:.r therr;
- good wishes. We regref weare |
“umable  to publish all the

shall “try to accomodate as |
.many letlers’ as possible i |
ﬁtmrs issues. Keep your Iefrem‘

|I!.




l News backgraund

_Infant prodigy

now a problem
_chlld

Amung SLFP’HS.. Mr. Felix

Dias- Bandaranaike’s current
correspondénce. with  the -Prime
Minister, Mr. R- Premzadasa on the
authorship of the “draconian’ CIC
Bill, has become the main talking
pmnt. Wiih the SEFP and L3SP-CP
leaders slamming each . other on

May Day platforms and yet speak-

-ing hopefully of restoring “*unity”
F. D. B.'s present. move is also a
matter of intensc  speculation in
other opposition circles. :

- Eyebrows were 1aised ‘when lhe‘r 1

SLFP paper *Dinakara’ published
an item which quoted party leader

Mrs. Bandaranaike as saying that =

Felix had not been suspznded or
interdicted from the party. Inthe
course of parliamentary cross-talk,
Mr. Wijesiri, the SLFI* member for

Harispattu had Suggested that thers

was a **ban"" on FDB’s party activi-
tics. Now that Felix appears to
have drawn blood, the speculation

centreing round FDB, always a‘for- -
miadable but controversial figure, is

even sharper:.

Wha:nmst ST_FP‘crs fmd intri-
is FDB's decision to write to

the PM disclaiming - authorship of

- the *draconian®* CJC bill. (It was
important to. note that FDB uses

“‘draconian’ . within inverted . coms

mas!). Officials: are asked -and do
give advice all the time.

Besides, FDB was "o ordinary
minister. He was Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s -multi-purpose man - who
was de facto foreign minister
while holding at various ftimes,
the portfolios ‘of Justice, Public
Adminisiration; Local Government,
Home Affairs and Finance. He was
so much the SLFP’s ‘brain’ be-
hind the scenes that his critics har.l
little doubt he was the ‘evil genius’y
After the LSSP ‘ministers were

i B

It is the
minister however who bears the -
public nndf fi nal respuns:blhtjr__

-fm

_reports of FDB formi

Fd;rR Dias Mrm:-‘u—:u nerve mr_farem i

_summanly dum:ss'd, Dr. N. M.
Perera - capped. it all by calling

him ‘Satan’. " So Prime Minister
Premadasa’s reply was predictable.

He said, in effect, that FDB was .

the Justice -Minister and - must
accept responsibility.

,Wh}r then -did Fclur no
in- t'lghter,
his jaw wide open.
lurch st getting back into -

sail into a dr.bate with

oever knows,  was the standard
answer of the average SLFP'er.

Two ‘theories’
wida currency:

{a} FDB,unctheary holds,isin a

: hewe : gainnd

‘state of Depression. Most of* the time

he keeps to himself, fecling un-
wanted by a party in which he was
owetful & figure. He  goes
church to - church, holding
mner-cah;net talks unly with - the

divine.

"On  another dnjr,
A new

arty. What party? askeda SLFP
Eack—mnm hDjF—Dllt, WEkrema

FDB likes to quote
mean
Wasz it 3 wild:
the

~limelight - or was he playing a
“deeper! game? With FDB, one

there. arr.-

nayake and Fowme? 'Hmt soum:ll
he added caustically, an accountant’s
orlaw firm more thana political
party.

“About  the  immediate  future,.
bles from .
the Bible, espemal[}r about Nebuchad
nessar  and' his  thres courtiers
who prepared a cauldron of boiling

water fnr his anemlu.

{b) The second line uftT:unkmg
reveals FDB at his devious best,
making moves not  directed at- the
povernment or the public - that
has easily forgotten him, -but at his
own party leadership. He ia simply
not ready to be cast into oblivion
without afight. Thi‘smrfﬂpundznm
with the PM, now made public,
{as he may have anticipated)-is in

_fact nerve-warfare on tha ’SI.I-‘P
ruling group. 1

mgnif‘mncn anDBa muve
lies 'in the present. nncertainties
within the SLFP and the bmader
po[mual comtext:

HISE tn a rank-aud
“for “reorgamisation

1) 1In res
-file - dema

(if not, apurst:) an experis’ report



was prepared but the report still  Doubtless it was s cleverly odited
version of the main speeches. ‘What
& stunning effect it created of Opp-

remainsa secret. While R.S. Perera,
Ariyadasa etc -were - pre-clection
drop-outs, & grey cloud hangs over

the future of T. B. Napgaraine;.

Badkud-gin  Mahmud,
~ Suriyaratchi etc.” - And of' course

FDB. But FDB and TBI are’
leading a furious fight-back, - in'

- different ways. .

(2) There is a ﬁ;qﬁng feeling
in‘the SLFP that Opposition ranks
must be closed not: necessarily the

restoration of the Unitéd Front,

which could be a distant aim, but
a‘working understanding with. the
ULF on specific  political - issues,
-and a broad trade wunion colla-

boration on economic issuss. FDB -

does Not fit into this _scheme
‘because he is the arch anti-Left
fizure“in the party. Things are
more-difficalt since the ULF now
“identifies Mrs.  Bandarapaike as
‘the  “leader of the rightwing"

5. K. K.

“rather than the displsced FDB.

The SLFP will not negotiate on 3

conditions of that kind,

- But FDB’s immediate aim
-seems to be to get himself accepted,
return. to the foid, and then use

his many talents fo .get back on-

-the centre stage.

Waiting for

| the_;_ I-_'e-.si]u_fﬂe“ |

oming, coming, coming. ....and
now coming shortly. “JR is
about to make his big move’ say
UNEP insiders, The date generally

favoured is‘immediately after the -

‘Third Amendment next month. =

JR did make his- first offensive:

~move on May Day but that' was on
_the l:irknpagam':_fl front, Yet it was
- pure JR: Opposition speakers scoff-
ﬁ;m Galle Face Green “bajau’
~and  A. E. Goonesinghe-style
fiesta, circa 1933, and it wasthe kind
- of superbly organised show-biz at

which the UNP is so adept. Not:

:Lﬂil.;hﬂppontmn sneers however
- could wipe out the public impros-
on of total Opposition disarray so

""__4'.

dy: projected by the SLAC.

osition leaders  screaming, scree-
ching and scratching éach other
and young Rohanaclowningat Town
Hall and enjoying  himself -over
N. M.'s high temperstore, - and

Keuneman's plaintive .pleas. So .

much' so‘ that the -only speaker

who earned the quiet reapect of the

listener - with an address of mellow

seriousness and  dignity was the .

little' known - and young Dinesh
Gunawardena. It was also

come: to. life: with a nice. touch of
inventiveness and vigour. -

It was the UNP’s first successful
offensive action, if only  in the
‘publicity department. For the rest,
the UNP has been on the defensive

these past nine months. The post-

election haoliganism and 'the racial
troubles were -a  diversion, = true

enough. Once the government sett=-;
led down to buginess, its  perfor--

mance has been singularly lifeless,
even dismal. TIis advance these 9
months has been as ungainly, slow

‘and _ponderous as that of a pregant -

elephant. “Stuck in the mud” is the
instant verdict of most observers.

The basic cause of. course is the

economic situation and the govern-

“ment’s inability to honour the extra-

. that thinks it can administer a.
"country through' newspaper head.

-

vagant promises it made. -

. Credibility has been stretched to .

breaking point:by a pgovernment

g
&

1 ood to:
‘see 8 clumsily over-managed media

s il mords conld maee ibous.
taing, divert rivers,. build: houses,

- create jobs, and reduce prices the

UNP’s 300 days has been an  epic
success. However the lack of practi-
cal'suceess has been matched by the
conspicuous absence of dynamic

- and talented personnel.

Not unaware -of the growing

~ despondency -in the' party’s own

ranks, UNP intellectuals were fond
of saying **Wait for February 4th’’,
as if the constitutional structure
was what- needed change, Then 1t
would be all systems go. All the
President’s men would be deployed
at the stralegic  points and the
administrative engine would burst
into whirring life. ' The press, incre-
asingly given to Madison- Avenue
gimmickry, wrote of think-tanks

- and task forces.

_And now it ia “wait for the
Cabinet re-shuffle.” - .

' Tig.'ers_: search

and destroy
he authenticity of the “‘letter”
from the Tamil Liberation
Tigers, published in the ‘ Virakesari’
has not beenestablished. It claimed.
nearly a dogen “‘political” Killings.
Whether the next [etter will include
the murder. of Inspector Pathma-
nathanor not, the police have already
made up their minds.  The special
*anti-terrorist’ -unit, it is - reported,
will go into action in the  north
very soon.  Already a massive
manhunt is on. ; e
The latest murder places new
strains onihe police, the government,

-the TULF leadership, and. finally

on Sinhala-Tamil relations - and-
therefore on- national unity. -

Everywhere in the world, a
cop-killing, as-the term’ goes, is
a very special challenge to law
enforcement -agencies, - - Already
police morale is: not high. “When
volunteers for special duty in ““anti-
terrorist®’ - work were invited, the
number was less than half a dozen.
Esprit de corps makesa poor impres-
sion on man's basic instincts. ™

@0 Pae s
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 Euro-communism and the LSSP

(. You have just published iniSin-
-hala and Englisk some excerpis from
Santiago  Carille’s . *Euro-Commiue
nism: and -the State”’, and you, the
LLSSP’s Secrelary at the time, have
written  a~ foreword.  Since  the
LSSP. has wnot in the past tran-
slated many Marxist clagsics into

. -Sinhala, it seems. obvious that you

- find. some: special significance in

-Senor Carliilo’s essay. If so, ‘What
d¢ the significance? S
A, First of all, I should: peint out
that the LSSP has no official posi-

~ tion on Euro-communism. Many of
us in the party have of course dis-

cussed this phenomenon and we are-

.all quite interested in studying it.
- In the foreword, what I have stated
are.of cougse my own views.

The. LSSP_does. not hiave the

resources needed td translate and

publish most of the Marxist classics

- in Sinhala, However it was decided
to produce at least some excerpis
from Carillo’s book, because this

book opens a piblic discussion on-

some aspects of Marxist thought
and practice of particulr relevance
to the conditions of today, and this
is a welcome development. *

Marxism is not a closed book. It
is a living science, - It is for us, the
best available method of under-

“ standing history, and the best guide
to political action. Ifsuperior analy-

- tical method and approach is found;

I would be the first to accept it. So
 T'believe would "have been the atti-
‘tude of Marx, too. :

Q. Therehave been many responses
_to Carillo. How do you view these?

A. T have read two such res-
ponses. One an article by B. 'And-
reyev in the NEW TIMES' the
Soviet publication. I was not grea-
tly impressed.” The gistof it was
that Euro-communists: were raising

.. questions, publicly that objectively
- served anti-Sovietism. The other
commentary s a -Yugoslay one
published early this vear. :

Pt e e

- interview in Politika?

of the ‘Lanka Guardian’,

. Just before the LS5P's annugl conferénce in March the party
< published In English and Sinhala. several ‘excerpts from Santiopo
Corlilo’s treatise on *‘Euro-Communism ‘and * the State”. Carillg,
the secretary of the Spanish C. P, now legol, was reelected to
the post ot the porty conference lost morth, and won an enthu-
siastic vote of . confidence for a néw ‘line’ which reportedly ra-
pounces Leninism. ~ Mr. “Leslie: Goonewardene, who wrote the -
foreword for the LSSP publication, was interviewed by the Editor

. You are referring o

" A..Iread it in an official publi-
cation and it is a comment by Dr.

Alexander Grlickoy, a high ranking

.member of the Yugoslav League of
Commuaists. I'found it most inte-
resting and broadly speaking I share
those views. Every Marxist party
must independently decide its poli-
tical line on the basis. of  its assess~
ment of international’ and domestic
conditions. That is his view. And I
agree.

V. What about concepts such as
the “‘dictatorship of the proléta-
riat"? i :

A. T have always considered the
phrase - ‘dictatorship of the prole-
tariat’ to denote not a form of
government but the class nature of
the state. One can equally well des-
cribe the situation from a socio-
political .angle by saying that the

working class is the ruling class, or -

from a socio-economic angle by
saying that socialist property rela-

tions prevail. While calling- Britain-
& hourgeois' democracy, Marxists

-will at the same Hime state that what
exists there iz the dictatorship of

the bourgeoisie. For, inthe ultimate
analysis, the state in Britain acts in”

the interests of the capitalist class.
In other words, under the dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie it is possible
to have many governmental systems

that have different constitutional -
forms, varying from -democratic’

forms to  dictatorial. forms. This
also applies to countries where the
dictatorship of the preletariat exists,

i

the :

-sed at

““ment have'to

However, the masses are not
interested in these fine distinctions
made by Marxists. But the masses
of Western Europe in ‘ particular

-have had experience ‘of dictatorial

- forms of government and they do

not like the word dictatorship. In
the circumstances 1 am not surpri-
_parties like the Communist
Party of France deciding to give up
the phrase ‘dictatorship of the prole-
Tariat’. -

. .0. To take a pmﬁi"baj sltuation ...

supposing the Socialists and Commu-
nists, the Left allimce in France, kad
wan: g clear victary -at the last eleg-

Hons, do you think that a workers” -

state would have emerged inevitably?
Are we not confusing governmental

. power and state power?

A. Not inevitably...it would have
depended on many things...on what
they did in office in the way of
social and economic transformation,
of changing 'the structure ..what
forces would have been ordered by
such measures and “what forces
would  resist internally ..? What

- would the President do . and the

.other parties, and vasted interosts...
externally, what would the Ameri-
cans have done......7 Hl
0. Would not mni';; a Left Govern~
the state apparg-.
s and...... " o e
A. Smash...now that is another
question...I would say that what

part of the state apparatus it would
use, ‘what part it would- re-fashion

and what part it would dissolvein | =

modern France is 2 concrete ques-



tion such a Left Government would

haw to: dwdﬂ in :nch ‘CASE,

Q. Anyway, ‘Ewu—mmnmum_ b_v
definition uEurﬂpem il :t? ;

AL Hutmmrtly in a r.::mcep—
tual sénse...the Japanese Commu-
Ililis'lﬂl:m‘ln thmk otlu:rwme..-._-...

0. But it does seem s if this -
phenomenon is a product of advanced

~ capitalist countries . even Dr. Grlic-

7 advamd_capﬂahstcuuntry_ .....

: hrpum'ft that way -..7 -

A T don't r:-ons:d:r Spam an-
thcr::

I disagree with Carillo...

Q.. Sl our a.mmptmﬂ -of rele-
vemice requires you to establish. some
- Basic connection between an idea that
hax grown out g Eurapeanmudmum
which are specific, and the objective "
conditions in an ex-colonial under-:
-developed country like SriLarnka...
whatis ﬂ:e conmection?

Thq connection’ you rcl'er to
lies in the Parliamentary system
'wlth universal suffrage, ' ‘extended’
now to the 18 yesr olds, too,. the

. multi-party -system, . and genuine

mass acceptance of these institutions

ias a particular road to socialist
development and ~ socialism..-The
last general election here. was an
1mpurtant advance, a healthy ad-
vance, in one sense.

Q .ﬁtwha.tm’

A. The Tmasses thuught prlmaﬂl;r
in economic terms...there were other
issucs, true, but in the mass mind
economics was the main motivation
and they ‘gave ‘the: UNP an over-
whelming victory because they feel
this economics could be -solved by
the 'UNP.  Of - course they were -

- wrong. And that is the negative

side. But Marx, and Hegel before
him, tanght that progress does not
take place in & straight line, l:ml in

: lng—zxg fnuhmn The fact is that

economic issuc was fundamental,
nnl the charisma of ‘Bhnﬂaranall:n
_or ﬂmnayake persﬂnahtmn did
nntnmmt

Q. Ymr yﬂur.l'eff foﬂ b_}' over
X POIES. ... |

-mmr.orther emmplcs
};;"‘ll'hlt rull)r matters: 15

-said.  straightaway.
situation where the officers give ille-:-
gal orders contravening the consti-:

that mass consciousness, political
‘consciousness, -5 steadily rising...

and -the massea- regard parliammt

and the multi-party system as effec- |- 3

tive instruments for the sort of
social and economic change’ ‘they
desire...that's a fact of life, and we

must take.that “into  accounnt, parti- .
icularly as Marxlst& who must grasp
objective conditions as’ they really
are, and use their modes of under-

standing and action ammding[jr

Q. In.the II:FJI of your remarks,
. especially on  .the - parliamentary

institusions and multi-party system, :
wonld you care fo comment on Allen-

de's axp:ﬂence in Chile? |

A Asamattcrnffac;, I putorut'

a small pamphlet some -time ago

while still Minister of - Tmnspﬂrt in |
the United Front Uoumm:nt. in- |
‘my name,’ entltli:d “Can we-get to | -
in apeffort |
- todraw the prmclpal lessons of the
‘Chilean experience.. Tudny Icannot
do better than cite a few: quotations -
from the pulitical resolution of the
‘recently. concluded conference .of -

Socialism this way?":

the LSSP on this subject.

“After t‘he ﬂpEﬂEﬂEﬂ of Chile; it
woruld be foolish ‘to lull-ourselves
into a false sense -of security tlmt
such things are not possible. here™,
states the resolution; which goes ap.
to add that It may be unwise to:
disclose today all the steps that
should’' be taken to goard against

such an eventuality, But even today

there are two ihings that can be

tutmn. the duty of the rank and
file is to act in such a manner as

will. defend the constitution. This:

can re-explain to them. If a poli-

tical understandmg of this nature

can be given to each member of the
‘armed, forces, the danger of the

armed forces being used for a coun-
‘ter revolution like in Chile, ﬂm ba-:

cnnmdcrahly mduned Ve
The : resn]uhun

_wnits to defend  the new
lgmn&tltﬂcnemm ‘Such units, for-

- med under . the acgis of" the trade |
unions, can_ be organised into. an

arnmﬂ wnrkers nuhua.“ e

Firstly, in a.

_ a]su pmpuua >
*the setting up of armed wurtm*_s
- state

~ For 20 years, t2 and his boys have -

‘been in the publicity! m&fbnlpmg

1 the theatre mainly with their R
. colourful ‘and meaningful silk-screen " |

posters - a thing of I:mut}r pntmmmd

. by s in this country.

Of cotirse, 2 has also been ]rm:hred I
fin- manymanyf‘]m nndolh:r
publicity campaigns - ranging from

the ‘poar. playwright’s product fo_ i

even -the mighty: tramnnhunall

" But whatever 'we do_has the ntamp.:

'ni‘th:tiqmlnt:.rbothmfnrmmd
content, because cvery poster is

- _done by:band and with utmost

carc-and commitment.

- And the fact some of our boys

have embarked on- their own =l
sucoesstu . lly'isa glowing ll_‘iba;lte_tdmf _

2
for a puwar-paclted puster-'
bubbling with 1

.:nlplu_r_.&: .m_ﬂnl_ng- S S |
663, Maradana R, Colamibo 10, |

o
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i Interna.tmnal news

L Afglum:tan _
The Kabul
-coup

. Cﬂlﬂﬂﬂl (G:nernl?} Khnﬂ:r a
Nasser, a Gaddafi-

Ne Win? '

: . Inspite of strong clm:s,_ both -
internal and exiernal, the precise .

nature of ‘the new regime in’ Af-

f,hanutan i5 still 2 bit bnﬁ'lmg."—-

mmediate recognition of the gov-

ernment - came . from  onc Super- - §
power, the USSR, and quick ace-
- eptance from :hm’- ‘key - non-alig-
Yugoslavia and

nied states, India,
Cuba. Though 'a  spokesman = for
‘the coup: leaders. has: denied that

“they' are. Marxists - or ° Marxist~

inclined, Mr.. Nor Mohammed
.Tarakh, the- Secretary General of

‘the Communist party, has been

imtalt:d as_the new president.
1In trndltmnal geo-strategic think-.

1ng Afghanistan, has claimed a high -

‘importance. Yet ‘the Kabul coup

fotusses attémtion on -a - contem-:
porary phmomenan which has a_
signficance that 'reaches beyend

‘Afghanistan’s. hordi:rs at the centre
of Asia,
" aotive: and

oftcl;l intriguing . role

of the army in Third World na-

. tions. - And it° is not - classical

Bonapartism although.- it . reveals:

some. of thou ehamr.erimm

Fr:qumtly suhje.ctedto nxt:mal
pressures, many ‘new’ societics un-
~able to contain- their own explod-

~ing ' tensions and- struggling fto
enter the 20th century find a

‘convenient instrument for change
in the armed forces. Sometimes
_this role
-~ Oa :bmu.dms“im the part. seems
forced upon - and tHe  role
purcly tmnsnmnnl e

o Nota: Third World cuuntn.r but
a denrep:t colonialism,

war -overseas . and

.-ﬁ

; dﬂx[mlly, radicalised

-in Africa, the"
: f:ghtsn .

: or. a’ ‘Men- -
gistu, “or ]ust another Suhnrto or.

It is -the mcrm;mgl]!_

- Daoud. who - ousted his

15" consciously  chosen. -
¥ R —in-law and  cousin, King  Zahir,

fascist -
~ Portugal rid itself of the incubus
“-of an  exhausting * and expensive
of . domestic:
political structures which  thwarted

jts ’ Inrﬂ'ler dﬂelopmen:t thmugh

‘the direct intervention -of & group

of radical  officers; a Eru:.lhp_ ]Elixer
& 11 =

ating ideas of the enemy it ‘fought
b]ack freudum

i | mcls_ll_n,r bnclmard countries,

.f—the army is quite uftcn thu unhr

Bmuﬁ' the f.'m' ﬂm.s were mmik

instrument of organised efficiency,
a modernising force, in that sense.

In - the absence of ‘traditional: -

_elites’, it enjoys a.disproportion-
ate importance ‘as the most dy-
namic group in aslowl:f emerging

intelligentsia. - Unlike ‘in . ‘older’
societies, its primary funiction need

“.not be the ‘conventionally ordained -

duty of protecting the cstablished

‘order and . vested interests. Moris

it ‘'required to ba purely. ornamen-
tal. ‘It can be catalyst of change,

“ the agent of social transformation.

Land-locked Afghnnistnn did nof
open itself to the -world outside.
And: ithe - ruling  Mohammadzai:

* clan (Pathan) imposed a  cruel,

bnckwatd, ‘autocratic regime  over-

a ple slowly awakening to-

modern' life and sduas Mohammed:

Shah,: - did: mtmdune a kind - of

: rcpu!:!i!:anism but the few chanpes

wera -cosmetic. - The character of

. the new -repime: will be clearer:
. when we learn’ more not only of

the ideological inclinations of the -
Military Council but what social -

~ forces-and: mtemts thue afl‘m:rs

repment

by

‘brother-

Th: Klljrber

history- as in_fiction and -

the mountain. slopes are littered

with huge concrete. boulders —a
hurried | British ‘defence’ agmrnat

~-what- t]l!j" imagined: would’ )
“ relentless  push -of German it
across Europe into Central Asm, :

. and Britain's prize possession, India.’
- But in_the previous century, -the

main’ concern of British: imperial-

o ismwas ‘the threat fmm the nurth 1=
- Czarist Ruasm

Modern geu»pnhtmal

portance making® its future a matter
of deep concern'to India; Pakistan
and ‘Tran, to  the Sowet Umm.

" China and the: US

. The presence in Kabul ul‘ the.-
- -Secretary-General of Mr.
- Khan’s party and the propapanda
“put. out . daily: over Kabul radio

Wali

justified Pakistan’s old fear  that
if Afghanistan was the active

patron of Pathan irredentism, Delhi. - i
could not help but Iook hndly upun :

this mrclse. ;

Whnn th:hrsurgmy in Bnluctui-"
tan erupted a few years ago,
. Pakistan which had :'already lost

its east wing, feli itself threatcned
on -all sides. Was land-locked
Afghanistan aiding both the Path-

[ 8 ce!ebmted m -
fable,"
~is ‘the 'symbol ‘of Afghanistan’s -
-ntratugm importance. Even tu-day,'

chaugﬂ.
- have - ephanced Afghanistan’s im-=

ans (on their demands for Pak-.

nootisan) and the Baluchis in order:

to find. an  opening to: the..3ea;

- and the vital Arab (Persian) Gulf?. .
- And was Moscow . extending - an

‘With an un-
Kashmlr,

encouraging hand?"
resolved . dispute over

Delhi doubtless, enjoyed Patlstan 8.

new truub[e: :

nghbounnﬁ Iran which wa:..'._
helping the Kurdish rebelsinlraq

stepped in to patch up the Pakis-

tan-Afghanistan quarrel  when Is- .
lamabad detected Iragi arms bem; ]

sent sceretly to the Balur.:h: in-
surgents.

eral Zia, and Mohammed Daoud

largely thmugh need for economic”

aid, had been steadily improving

Mghmstan s -relationa with Tran,

Wali Khan, jailed by
Mr. Bhutto, was relcased by Gen- -

Pakman and Tu.rke:,r — membe;rs._
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United States. Daoud ‘also sought

aid- from Saudi: “Arahia, - another
_ US bastion in the region.- =
Aware of ‘Moscow's spe:ml

‘interest in th:munty of its small,
southern neighbour, the Au:u:ncan
_diplomatic effort has ‘been com-

puftltwe bat qm:tljrm -Both super

“powers have given arms and de-
~velopment aid to  Afghanistan,
- -However Soviet influence, ' parti-
cularly in the armed forces, has

- been visibly greater — to Peking’s

- immense disappmntment.

_Afghanistan’s
- ghbours,  Washington - and ‘Peking

wonld have reacted to the coup.

in Kabul with: varying degr:el of
dlspluasure and duqulet :

= B
Brazil - .

Inﬁdlous ways

of cartels

_arter si, cartels no!

might goon become the slo-
gan in Brazil, - the mostt hickly
pogulnted country in Latin America,

one .of the richest in the
'Tllfrd— World, - Evidence

the cartels. operate: to

sational trial of aﬂcrman author,
Mr. Kurt Mirow.

His book "Dlmtm'shlp of ; the
Cartels’” was banned. and the
- author himself theeatened with dire

penalties’. under the national BE0-:

urity laws  introduced by the mili-
tary regime. However his appeal

- to the Supreme Military Tribunal >
- was uphﬁ]ﬁ Supported by voli-

_mingus evidence, 'Mr. Mirow reve-
aled how the transnationals used

the most  insidious methods to

cumpel the Brazilian guvmnm:nt'
frant them spum:l ‘Concessions.
mﬂllg

: nmly acqu:lrcd

G e

in the - apheres. of steel,

pro-western. nei-

This

_ these privileges, the

cartels gradually squeezed the na-
+ tional industrialists’ out of _ busi-
- ness; Soon they- would use the =
stranglehqld to - N

dictate gut-qnl]i eer.innmic polmm '.
“to the pational = government but

even poi:hml pou:twna. The giants
were: 1pe¢|all:f tenacious. and. wily
text:lﬂ
chemmls. eluctmity. nnd antomo-

biles. “Author Mirow: mmntluned ;
that the Brazilian operation was'
common: o molt Third Wﬂrld
-muntriu z :

idence of how §
to the detri- -

- ment’ of natiopal mdultrgr and a -
dr,wlupiug -nation’s economic in-
ence came out in the sen-

J: UndarLand
Thnunuhmﬁﬂﬂﬁ”

- -F""’b".-“"“ﬂ "mm

[ European aru:_450  eANiownsmen
.Africanama S :Inhnthut
- Thum1ﬁuﬂﬂth—Jn?9 s tond

.l a“ﬁl qrhﬂﬂﬂﬂz__.
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~The tribunal  which “described
the case s "the mcmt ]mpurllnt"-
in - recent  cimes*’ nr.:qu:tt:d ‘Mr.
Mirow and cummended “this war-

. ning cry for our economic jndes

pendence”. . Ona .of the members:
of the ‘tribunal, Gederal Octavie "
added: “All over the world " the
cartels are dtve]nmng and’ asp&hy-

~ xiating. national ;:ompanlu” T

'Twu thim Inu
imruml amn

- "Mlmd-mqu-_




-rhmppim = f._"
Crackdown
'.:_-by Marcos

=he- gradual - easi of mamai

: ]aw in the Philippines that -
President F':rdllmrd Marcos had

~ planned appears to have become

_exactly the opposite—amajorcrack-
; - tion observers were barred from the

- polls-and-that no_one was allowed
to watchthe yote r:ounting fm- up to-

- down on his. nrppun:nts

Moreover, it raises akey qﬁmtmn
“Will the controversy over the just-

completed national elections inthe

Philippines complicate negotiations
- with the United States for rencwal
of its military base leases there?

Mr. Marcos was quick: to accuse -
Intelllgem:e '

the U. S. Central
Agency of helping the’ ‘opposition
during the election campaign. -

Initially, it was expected that Mr'.

Marcos would drop his ¢harges of |
once .thé -
he conti-

American *medd|ing’’
election was over. But if
nues his. criticism of the United

* ‘States, this could further snag the

cnntinuing negotiations. over the

leases 1o Clark Air Base and the

“Ametican. 'nhval' ‘base at Subic Bay,
With their r.'.urﬂ:nt concern over

200 up fora yote. .

The uppnsltlun amusz& the gnvm-n-
ment. of massive vote-rigging and
challenges the President’s conten-

“tion that only his own pariy’s can-
in -Manila. Sevatal
foreign correspondents:
lrregnlantiu ;

didates won

‘reported
witnessing - election
‘The main charges were that opposi-

12 hours.

- The government S&j’s it has dapp-
cinted a commission to. investigate
these charges. . - St

Although  Mr. Marcoé'
Smlﬂg Movement claimed’ vu:mry

—in all 21 of the Manila ‘races, offi-

cial reports showed gﬂv:rnmnnt
support was--well -below previous
votes, Indeed, former Sen. Benigno
Aquing, whn campaigned for one
of the Manila seats from prison,

-wheére he is under a. sentence of

death, claimed a “moral victoiy”
for thc cpposition and sdid theloss

of ‘support for the govermment .
showed the Filipino people finally.

- human rights, President Carter and - =

. Congress may find it even harder -
now to negotiate and approve new

leases {mvahmg 50 bstantml‘amuum:

of American economic and military

aid), than before the elections.

The rteason is that the- scurrent

- crackdown is the harshest since M.

* Marcos imposed martial  law ‘in -

. 1972, The government has filed
sedition charges against' more than
500 people, ordered a clampdown:

on fres assemﬁly and debate, and -

i warned thalvshe may.restore a mid-
_-night-to-dawn curfew. He har clai-
‘med that *‘subversives'’are planning

‘a full-scale armed affemwe ag,amst.

- his regime.

{Mr. Mam&shnd I:ﬁnd r:stnctmu :

on free assembly and debate during

- a 45-day campaign period leading

up to the election. The curl‘ew was
‘ended last Nmmber | e

-'Fnrnlgn jﬂlll"l'll-lllnti r:pped

- The President also has aecused"
i:omgn jounmlisfs of mterﬁ:nng in

&

-+had - “‘overcome their collective
 fear.” e et T
. Demonstration

One sign of dissatisfaction Prm- :
‘dent Marcos must deal with was an

election- -eve demonstration  in

Manila ‘in which Filipinos were
asked to show theirsupport for Mr.
- Aquino’s People’s Power Party by
“briefly ‘making .as much noise as
possible: Thousands banged house- - -

hold . utensils, shot. off . fireworks,

and honked car horns. Police t'inall:f
put a stop to the demonstration, -
arresting more than 20 persons. .

One Filipino public. upin:on ‘spe-

cialist says the election gave people -
- a chance to voteagainstand oppose
_certain unpopular aspects of martial
_law without: voting against Mr. -
{who was not. up
- for. election) Although many in the
“Philippines welcome ' the reduction
_- of crime brought by martial law, |
there is mr;reasmg discontent over
-alleged corruption and favoritism
shown to Marcos associates, “espe-

Marcos  himself

mnlly m the husmﬂu suctur

polls.
- opposition candidate Charito Pla=

New

."'-'.IMF pay- strlli:e?;_'..__-j-':'.

|* Gilbertian: situation has ari- -

1 35 percent salary rise. The

' ~even by US standards.

<[ discuss. the offer, :

the election, in which the most pro-~
~minent oppotition elements contes-

ted only 21 seats—all of them :in
metrmlitm Mnnila--nnt nf alnmst 3

Wlth horuu _aftc-r ﬂ:w clming of
police raided -the home of

nas and'said they found ohe ficearm
and some subversive documents
there. People’ Power Party campaign

-manager Lorenzo Tanads, a former

sepator, was arfested, alnnn with

- four opposition’ candidates Mt
“Marcos ordered the release of more
than 500 others who had beea arre-

sted for staicmg a protest: march -

 after the elections. However, char-

ges of sedition and illegal assemhly

-will remain againstthem. Conviction
~for illegal assembly carries 8 6-ta-12
. ¥car prison sentence, The penalty

sedition is an even stlf‘far pnson
term. - . :
Fure:g:n Mimst:r Carlos anuln
has accused journalists from other
countries of . attending opposition
party meetings and actively partici-
pating in the planning of the anti-

" government demonstration. (Chris-

tian. Science Mnmlar}

Washinton

huwuemen ‘ofthe LM.F>

who issue, seasonal rep-
r:mands to-member countries,
especially-the helpess, debt-- :
hurdennd poor; about wage |
increases are threatening to - |-
strike: For higher pay. This |

sen afterthe IMF offeud a:

JIMF staff say that t.l:usn._ 2
less than half the risgin the - |
cu-st of tqung. ol

; Thamanng:ment’l decision
“follows - criticism by the US
Cnngrr,ssthat IMF and Woild: - |-
- Bank - staffers aro enjoying = |
salaries ‘and ‘perks too high |

. One thouwsand top econo- . |
mists and executives met to
and: 9!'.13 e
. voted against acceptingit. If |
the - management does not
promise ‘bigger pay packets, |-
“they are threatéening a strike. -




S T e S AR LA v e e M M o Y R e

l Peaple

Qll’fl d -e- whu"
Imuglt othm' Ma]ay Straet man-

~daring’ - master-minded

‘Dr. Al Ha; Badi-ud-din  Mahmud-

was its political author. Ostensibly
intended - to assist under- pnwle;ed

~rural: students, this policy

- Buddy’s greatest gift to the educa- A0

* tionally backward Moslem commu-
ity nfy which he was the self-styled
leader, = Strutting
-arena like a peacock in suits drawn
from his -
Brothers’ wardrobe (a legacy from
his somewhat controversial: | New
York days when he was one of
Prime Minister SWRD Bandara-
naike's UN delegates) Buddy in fact
styled himself**Quaid-e-millat’ (lea-

der of the community), only onec’

notch lower than. Quaid-s-Azam
Flohammed-; Ali- Jinnah.  Hinting

sometimes that the SLFP was his

brain-child, Buddy gave the impres-

sion that Arah aid wasnot a reward

of Sri Lanka's. pro-Armab policies
but a personal recognition of his
leadership of the (now defunct) I.-.=.=
lanuc Sm:iahst Front.

'"Tl:m mdem:c frurm ﬁf'garh how-
ever.was not too
intellectual activities. - So much so
that former Prime Minister, the
Iate Dudley - Senanayake. said that

“Bada-u-din' (above the belt) was- '
better known for -his bada-yatin™

prowess (below the belt}

When the Islamic E’rr.':nfctarmt e

. cently called ‘& meeting to. discuss
Moslem matters, especially the pro-
“posed change to proportional repre-

= =antation, Moslems

- party. Iluen, green, blue and pink,
‘were present. Notable .absentee—
the Quaid-e millat! *Buddy”, said
a fellow Moslem *is an absentee
Iandlord”’. Not quite.  He wasthe

absentec boarding house-keeper,

i the moving spirit behind 8 money-
Mhnml close- to- Gampola
Zakira, a school’ which traly pros-
" during Buddy's md as
sation iﬁmmr 4

“the
ﬁnnd:a—msa standardisation’ move, .

the pelitical -

well-stocked  Brooks:

lknown for his.

of © varying

Ernest Corea (tecond from left) at ¢
performance of tribal dancesin Londan.

‘On the move

So. That was how Editor Ernent
Corea, now agsigned to Otlawa as
our man there; often began a brief

and breezy leader with that single

evebrow raising word, So. Period

With such tonches he tried to rouse

the staid old *Daily-News®"  into.

Jooking’ brlghter and cheerier wllen

he was appmn{cd its  editor in the
middle sixties. Earlier ‘he had an
assignment in-the Congo as a UN
diplomat’ The latest. appointment

- makea him- the second Sri Lankan

Journalist 1o serve his country ds an
Ambassador.

The first was H, A, J. Hulugallu
a longtime D R. Wijewardene man

‘who was accredited to, Rome and

cancurrently to Israel, but - the

second half of his assignment never.

came off partly. due to'the Suez war

and partly to the uenmnnnai eleg- °
“toral turnabout in ‘1956, " An cxcel-

ient raconteur, Hulugalle has this to
say about his first trip to Amman.
He asked his taxi driver to take him
to Thomas Cooks, an organisation

'enjoying ‘a. new lease of life in;
.Colombo- under the skilled hands-
‘of Wing Commander Noel Fernando.
But soon he found himsgelf on the

high road and on to the. desert

which made him remind his driver -
that - his destination. was 'l'homaa
Cooks. #0f course,” zaid tha dri- -
ver impatuntljr._ we are gu:ng to
i Dnmns—-m AR !

- Wiser :man.

_automatically recorded every

 Precidency was lost?

et Su'ip-ect': all

" The White House—the dream

_ house: of many an American poli-

tical aspirani—is now turning into
“the house of suspicion'’ says rc-
viewer Robert Blake and suggests

" this as the better title for’ Bob .
- Haldeman's controversial |

book  on
the Nixon yurs. “The E:nds ni'
Power'’,

Blak:'s auggeatcd fitle. ]:m.-n a gmd :

. reason. Taping of conversationsin
* the White House was not something

Nixon began..

Lyndon _Juhnsun
practised . it, too, But he was a
He used a toggle
switch - which autumatma‘ily cut
off  the “*“juicy conversation .
Nixon didn't, and his apparatos
‘word’
that was uitered in the Qvak Di‘fm
**For want of a toggle switch,'"

cords  Haldeman' pm:waly{ “thn

The first thing that Nmon du:l on
moving in was to remove Johnson’s

recording instruments, but:installed
his own gadgets l1ater on to catch,
according to  Haldeman, 'I-lef-'ll'zur
Kissinger because' he was: liable to

-say one thing and do another.

Johnson had the same prnhlem

. with Bobby Kennedy. But Bobby

wis cuter and carned with' hima
pocket radio scrambler which jam-
‘med the microphone. - Just when

-Johnaon thought that fichad caught
. Bobby K.ennedy out at last Johnson
- was infor his biggest surprise.. The

tape on Bobby wundm.‘_. mbbemh

Expletives deleted)

LAHKA GUAHDH&N
: Submmrm rager - .
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& months - Rs i e
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Overseas Euluarlpﬁnns
Thare have Besn many. inquiries
- far overseaysubscripilons. We are
stlll working out tha foreign subse
- 'criptian; rares and shall mlke an
. lnmmlm:ln: mn

The Circulation Manager, -
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| Press opinion

Both cause us sorrow -
Thcn: 8 now. on a wardy wirs

fare over the foreipn. jaunts
- of ministers ‘in- both the Sirnma
Bandaranaike and J.R.Jayewardens
goyernments. - As far as we are
~concerned this verbal duel arou-
‘ses in us mingled feelings of dis-
gust, amusement aﬁ aur;uw. B'T:h
parties appear to be taking this
maltter -to unnecessary  lengths
merely to give the impression ' that
the other party is at fault. This
is. a pw.:nlr. attempt. :

In. this context Mrs. - Bandara-
naike’s. “May Day complaint. that
the ruling party members are now
travelling around in the cars they
lmported-ur in petrol consuming
helicopters turns out to be a sad la-
~ment.. The unfulfilled" ambitions: of
Mrs Bandaranaike and the gratified
ambitions of J. R. both cause us
sorrow. Both in ‘fact are’ now a
* cause of great'sorrow to the nafion.

“The destruction of sorrow. .13 the:

beginning of the parth of . liber-
ation (wmu]:thl marga]-. :

- China :nd Dinakara |

Taking a dig at China the Dina- -

. kara has commented that the press
‘delegation from Sri Lanka has been
-given a *top leyel ‘reception.
Commenting  furthe
“‘ope who has no officia; status
(the reference is to Mr. Esmeond'
- Wickremesinghe) iz in & team which
includes the Secretary to the Minis-"

ter of Information and Broadcasting

and that this has been nme;:tahlu_
“to hnth sldm A

The “amptablhty" Scems nurpn- _
~ging to the Dinakara, but not to
those -familiar with-the role of the
Chinese leadership in betraying the
socialist. and liberation movements

in'the world. Ths paper: seems to -
have been irked only when China -

‘has tried to snuggle close to the

reactionary - government of ‘Sri

Lanka. Internaticnally China’s role®

¥

10 B %

-to ““translite  iis

< thened the - mnks of thu

it has ' said

: It -has been

hag been- one of Haletra}ral' Hhitherto:
The latest act was scen when the

- British Air Chief was on a visit to
China and admitted in a joint

statement that the' common enemy

‘of Britain and China was the Sow:t

Union.

Blowing UNP’s trumpet

¥ oy &3 L
he ‘Janata Vimuktha Peramuna
- by holding a- May -Day rally
for the first time and by slinging
its cuslomary mud at some of the
leading [leftist leaders of the coun-
try have ‘shown how they are

fulfiiling. the requirements of the

reactionary UNP.. There is no need
to recount . how' this party tried

pniml::a[ bankruptey into a revol-
ution, in' 1971 apd thereby streng-
capita-

lists, :
I

By paving the way. for i!'u: emer- -

gence of the NP at' the last

election and thereafter temaining ' g

silent in the " face of worker
oppression  and betrayals of the
people and rmsmg its ‘voice . -:ml:;r
to say that now is mot the time
for revolution, only proves: that
the 1971 insurrection was aimed
at handing over power tu tht
rﬂmt:onﬂrlﬁ.

Stranga friends of Chma

reported that a press
delegation r:presentmg the UNP

media’ of the country and led by -
Mr.

| Eamond . Wickremasinghe,
winner of the ‘Golden Pen’, awarded
by an international “press: ‘orga-
nisation
western ‘been

imperialists, . has.

given a top level reception by the

Chinese _government. - A significant

impatience and -

. novels from India, :
7 8ri ‘Lankan' -Tamil literature suf-

run by the grace of

Fact is that thiz delegation is being

led by one ‘who- has no . official

" standing in ‘& team that lncludns-_
the Secretary of the Ministry of

Information and Broadcasting and
that this arrangement has been
ameptah]e to buth -sides,

* With the: presa d:lugnt:lnn hav=

mg the approval of President: J.R.
-~ Jayewardene-and thus indicating
" his. “'sincere " friendship™ - towards
= China, - Chinese uff:nals w:}uld

Have undoubtedly had to luuknp

- the “political " history of - Mr. J.R:

Jayewardene.  Their task may not.
‘have been easy. It was mentioned
by Madame ' Teng Chao, Vice.
Chairman of the National People’s
Congress, in her speech of wel-

-come  that by being ‘a member of

the cabinet which approved the -
PFubber-Rice Pact, Mr. Javewardene.
has helped -to strengthen' friend-
ship between the two nations. But
the people. of this country cannot
forget the attitude takcn by M.

J. R. Jayewardene’s party towards
Chine in international affairs.

Indian jo;.l'r.r:ial; :

e consider. -that the Sri
Lanka Tamil literature is
famng & critical time now.  This
situation has. arisen  because ' of
the: flooding in _of magazines and
Earlier when-

fered on mccount of the free-
import. of Indian magazines, pro-

testing voices -demanded controls.

Consequently the last regime con- -
trolled to a great extent the import
-of Indian-journals and mAagazines. -
But allowing at ptestntthe import
ofIndian magazines without:any .
limitations, we fear,. will  harm
mdlgenoul Tamil - literature. We
however, welcome. the import of
reputed Jururna]s.. At the same time
we ablior the invasion of trash-
material which - debases: the taste -

" of the local readers and also re-

tards the develnpmcnt gf lucal
Tam:l llterature : i

} -
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The other Lee

L'ib;:t'y is & boisterons sea. Timid
i men-prefer the  calm of despot-
ism. What troubles one about the Sri

Lapka pressis not so much what it

says, but rather what it dosen’t say.
“Proverbial Ceylonese hospitality in
itself cannot account for the cos-
metic job done by the media  last

month daring Prime  Minister Lee

Kuan Yew's visit. ~Thera appears
to be a conspiracy to uphold the
ethics of countries like Singapora
and South Korea and to denigrate

the fundamentals of our- pluralist:

democracy. An attempt is being
‘made to clothe democracy in a
shromd.

The kind of reception that the
Sri Lanka press gave Mr. Lec con-
trasts sharply ‘with what the liberal

press in other -countries have had -

to say about him. TIn fact a few
years back when Mr. Lee was in
UK 10 receive an honorary. degree,
the Sunday Times diregted a merci-
less attack against him.

Press .in chains

“$inﬁapuru'_ "hag a one-parly
Parliament, which shouvld enable

a Prime Minister to liberate respon-

-sible dissent outside,” Not at all.
Free speech has been viriuvally ex-

tinguished by the well-known device -

of imprisonment wifhout trial. The

~Singapore press is in chainy. Mews-

* papers: ‘can-only be- published on
Grovernmient licence “and -Chinese

as well as English-language papers

have closed. Editors and journalists
are now in'prison, untried, - -

« ““When ocutside critics, - like the.
International Press Tnstitute or the
Pres: Foundation  of Asia or the
Commonwealth Press Union, demur
at this, Mr. 'Le¢ brings his massive
dialectical "powers to the- defence
of the proposition that: free- speech
i a danger- because his people are
incapable of resisting subversion
and corruption by the media,

- *“There is yetanother achievement
overlooked in the new Doctor of
Laws. He abolished the jury system,
which had been operative in Singa-
pore _since its foundation. From
mid-April to December, 1969, when

the law was changed, he silenced
~-the attempt to debateitin Singa-
~pore, On his instructions the news-
papers were forbidden ‘to publith,

when it mattered, the critical reso-
lution of the special meeting of the
Har, and its memorandum.”

Closer home,; in lndia, The Sta-
fesman marked a visit thera by Mr.
Lee, with a cutting editorial.

Lee Kuan Yew
- “Itis only by some violence to
the. word: that he-can b described

‘a8 a democrat. He has created 'a

society of soulless conformists. The
constitution is supposedly democra-
tic but no party other than the
ruling: PAP can contest elections

_without inviting some sort of pre-

ssure and intimidation: a ‘demo~

cracy’ which succeeds ‘in ensoring

that- all  the 58 sitting members

belong to the ruling party is too .

perfect to be trus.*
Repression and fear.

Recently - The Nation in the USA,
also expressed anxiety about the
way thibgs are” going in Singapore.

*In the last' ‘decade a sophisticated '
set of press laws, intermal ‘security -

acts, and surveillance -apparatus
have created in Singapore an
atmosphere of repression and fear.
The most bizzare crackdown on
political dissidents began - shortly

after last December’s parliamentary -

elections. ~ With complete contral
over the broadeast and print media
and only seveni full days of campai-
gning, Prime Minister Lee Kuan

Yew's People®s-Action Party swept

every seat.  Since then more than a
dozen opposition political candida-

tes, lawyers and. jnurna]ls:i:l have
been detained...... T o o

~ “Lee's brand of dictatorship is
uniquely disturbing for its tech-

- pical proficiency. - Control- of the

media-is his best political weapon.

" Lee has close ties to the West. but

that does  not -protect the foreign
press from government attack. Dur-
ing. his seventeen years in power,
foresign correspondents have becn
repeatediy-expelled and their publi-
cations banned -including reporters

- from. The New York: Times,- The

Christian Science Monitor, . Petro-
Jenm News and the -New. Zeolond

_Press “Association. ~ Lee’s  current

attacks aré aimed at weakening the
only serions English’ language news
magazine in Asia, the Hong Kong-
based Far Eastern Economic Review."

The author of these observations
is Kai Bird, an American  corres-
pondent with many years experience
in Asia. He now works for News.
week, o

But the most- telling indict=
ment of the way Mr. Les -
regards political freedom-and
intellectual liberty (those very

- values.so glibly. paraded by .
the Sri Lanka media) came
from Mr. Harrold Evans one
of the most -distinguished .
editors of the Western World
today. Last year his news- -

" paper the Sunday Times won
the “largest number of Fleet
Street's most coveted awards.

Mir.-Evan’s wrote: “A-good -
many English liberals, some-
how overlooking thisappalling
record, have been caplivated
by Mr. Lee's fluency; his
intelligence, his manifest sta-
ture as aninternational states-
-man, He has ably led Singa- -
pore through - many perils. °
Bat' for two  préat British:
universities to honourhim as
& Doctor of Laws devalues
the degree and dishonours the

- first  principle of “university
“life. — that - ideas  shall be.
freely exchanged.' - R

R |l |



. I given‘a receipt. .

l Currenss tnpm

Boyd Almelda |

Pepping up the bureaucracy

A few practical suggestions

NOTE: In - this article I discuss some issues
which mainly affect the middla-class citizen.
-1 make no apology for this. Contrary to what
many- politiclans seem to belleve, this much

despised tax paylng beast of burden too, is

worthy of some’ little  consideration—if nnly
for the mercenary reason that he has more
clout in forming public opinlon than Is gen-
erally believed.

“We will eliminate -the ensfavemen: nf thu
e "by the pgovernment and its buresucracy,”
(UNP -manifesto).

Campaign promises are pie-crust and it is only
the most naive and credulous that will take
them too seriously. All the same a promise such
.as this is one  which- would not have failed to
strike a responsive chord in ‘many a voter. The
insolence of office is always a more intolerable
burden for our people than -even émpty shelves
in the shops, This is why our voters have always
voted agrinst the  government. They vote against
what King Lear  bitterly called the great image of
authority. ("Thou hast seen a farmer’s dog bark
at-a beggar? And the creature ran from the cur?
Thero thou - might'st behold the great image of
authority: a dog's obeyed in ufflce"}
tend to forget this.

. 'Ta. be Fcrfectl:,r fuu- the rqu] of the CIC
Act, the refusal to have Troutine reécouise to em-
ergency rule, the restoration of local bodics® clec-
tions etc, have all - besn measures designed to
“eliminate the enslavement of the people’. Bnt

what of the great bureaucracy itsclf? It remains-
unchanged. Mark Twain said: - Everybody complains -

about the weather but no one does anything about
it. In Sri Lanka everybody complains about the
bureaucrat. -The -purpose of this article is ‘to try
~to get something done about him. = A few exam-
ples of the kind of thing the Ministers never sesm
to. come across at their elevated level but which
is. the daily bread of our citizen Mr. M. C. will

" show what I mean.

-lM .C. goes o the CTO to arrange an  overseas
. B telephone call. He is required to fill A form in
quadraplicate—no kidding. No carbons being pro-
- vided he must write it out-four times. -Once ho
pets through this chore he is told how much to
pay as a deposit- against the call. He pays and
.When in due course the cali
is over M.C. has not used up the full number of
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" way it is done.

Politicians

that .is ‘doe from him- to -the State.

. several other birds - with thiz. one stone.

mmutes covered by his dnpus:t and the exchange
tells him be is entitied to a refund. Naturally he
goes back to the same oﬁ'tca where he pajd. He
is mistaken. Refunds are made in an entirely
different building “some distance away but it has
not ‘occurred to anybody to give M.C. this useful
information ‘on his eatlier visit. Mor is it mentio-

“ned on the receipt given to. him. He asks his

way. and finally gets to the other office. More
forms to fill, this time in duplicate. M.C. fills
thiem, ; ' ' :
Does he get his money? Not a  bit of il
He is asked to call the following day. FPresumbly
varions bureaucrats haye to pat their ink on var-

Jous bits: of paper- before he can be paid the Rs.
- 40/- or whatever enormous sum it is that is due

to him. By the time M.C. has finally collected
his money:-he has spent a substantial part of it
on taxi fares trying to get it back. That is the

Here is the way they could doit if only they
wanted to: When M. C's overseas call is over, the
exchange immediately advises the refund -*counter
of the quantum of refund due to him on - his
receipt- No......The receipt-contains instructions on
it where to go for a refund. M. C. produces the
receipt at the refund counter, and iz paid forth-
with. But  that is "too uncnmphr:atnd -for the

: burnaucratm mind,

It' it is difficult for M. C. to get the bure-

apcrats to part with money. that is due to him.
it 18 equally difficult to get them to accept money
‘Take for
instance M:.C's end-of-the-year attempts to pay the
revenue licence fee due from -him on:his 20 year
old car. In the bad old. colonial days the Regis-

drar of Motor ‘Vehicles would, unasked, post the

application form- to him. Now M. C. has to go

. end collect it at .the RMV's office which is, for

M.C's convenience, located at Narahenpita. = He

fills up the form and in addition to his cheque

he attaches to the application (i) his -registration
certificate (ii) his -insurance “certificate and (jii) his
revenue licence for the current year.  (Why all

‘these other documents are needed in addition to

the. application form’ and the cheque is that: the -
RMY, for his own convenience, is trying to kill
In other
words the collection of the tax is made the occa-
sion for checking whether M. C has insured his
car, paid his licence fee for the current year ~etc.



The simple reason is that to the bureaucratic

mingd - the averags' citizen isa delinquent who would
step out of line but for the eternal vigilance' of
the bureacracy. M. C. sends the lot under regis-
tered cover to the RMV and waits for several
weeks for his licence, N

No RMV has yet devised a less.timr.-m:ln:u-

ming way of collecting this sum of money due

from M. C annually. Why should not M, C be-
_—able to go to one counter with all his papers,:
pay his money and depart.with his licence in five

‘minutes? For that matter why should he not be
able even to send off a cheque to the RMV by
~post merely quoting the registration number of his
vehicle? The only reason is, that the -expeditions
disposal of the public’s busipess s repugnant to
the mind of the bureaucrat.

Then there is the moss over radio licensing. -

ha# The Minister of Information has, we are told,
appointed a committee to review the " present sys-
tem of licensing radios. The committcs. is- likely
to find that one of the main reasons why people
do not buy radio licenses is that the actual payment
fs such a very difficult operation. For example,
M, C. cannot send a cheque to the PMG " with
2 covering letter giving particulars of his set. The
"PMG’ will 'send . the cheque right back, M. C, is
required to call at the PO and Bet 8 piece of
paper pasted on his licence card.

Anyone who has called at a P. Q. even so .

much as to buy a-stamp knows that it is no

picnic. For radio licences you have to stand in

line with your card. The cancellation of the reve-
nue label pasted on the card is a leisurely ritual,
It is obvious the counter cleck is not o1 ‘A piece
rate. This card, unlike the car licence which has
to be affixed to- the car’s windscreen snd . so - is
SeCcure, is an casily misplaced document. M. C.

being. an average householder puts it away - care-

fully in-a *safe” place and ‘soon forgets exactly
where he left it. And if he cannot find it, he
cannot pay his licence fee for the next year. So

he tends to forget the whole bothersome business

altogether.

As a general ruleé it may be said that the.

tax that is most likely to be readily paid by the
‘taxpayer is the one he can pay by cheque and send
~off by posi. But the reason for the card js that
the PMG ‘wants, when he coliects this year's tax,
to.make sure that M. C has paid last year's. Is
it so very difficult to devise a.scheme where the
licensing authority knows whether M. C has paid

his licence fee or not, other than by calling upon -

him to produce his licence? v
. In- other countries it is the premises that are
licenced not individual sets. With the prolifera-

“tion of the portable transistor type sets the atiempt. -

10 licence all individual sets is am exercise in
frustration. - But no ome seems to have figured
this out. And so we have periodical ‘amnesties”
followed by. calls to the public to pay up or else.
Why does not someone introduce soms. common.

Even buying a stamp i mo-pichiie

-sense into -this operation and’ come. up with a

scheme to licence (i) premises and (ii) vehicles
with receiving sets fitted to them? Revenue "will
increass, the public will be jess inconvenienced

and the headache of collecting this tax  will disap-

pear. :

4 Or take the case of ihe issue of birth certi-
ficates, If M. C can get one within six
months of applying for "it he is Jucky. Every
year the position becomes worse not betfer.. Yet
the birth certificate is . a  wvital document which
every. citizen npeeds at various stages of his - life.
Why should not-the RG plan at Jeast for the”
future years by issuing free (or for a small fee)
say [ive copies of a birth certificate. with the
registration of cach birth? As the years go by the
problem would have solved “itself. ' Tf this means
the law has to be amended, amend it.

= As our final example Iet us take the case
Suf M.C.’s telephone .bill that comes only once
in two months. Why must this incredible shoddi-
ness, bo- allowed to- continue? - Is it beyond the
genius-of our bureaucrats to mn‘lnagc to send M.C.
his telephone bill once a month? In Singapore
the subscriber pays only a telephone rental. = Afl
local calls are free. If you were-to suggest such
a scheme to our telephone department bureaucrats
they will no doubt reply that it would result i
all lines being permanenily blocked by subscribers
making unnecessary calls. That - is . the way the
bureaperat’s mind works, :

Although I have quoted only a few exampies
every member of the public is aware ~that  this
kivd of bureaucratic indifference to the conve-
nience of -the public i$ the norm and not the
exception. There is no doubt that - these sources
of annoyance can be eradicated. If the govern-
ment were to invite -representations from the public
it would surely receive .a flood of information
about other similar cases. Such things are the
direct result of a certain attitude of mind - some
of -our bureaucrats have that it is their conve-
nience and not that of the public that must take
precedence. 1 find- it impossible to  believe ‘that

- this atlitude of mind cannot be changed by firm
- measytes. All-the same it is & sad fact that no

government has: hitherto been. able 1o do it.
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F. R. LEAVIS :

. R. Leavis (who died last
month at the ~age ‘of = 82)
began as a rebel against the English

critical establishment - of his day.

For this offeace, compounded as-

it was by his middle-clasy origin -

(his father was a Cambridge shop-
keeper), he was at first snubbed,
¢old-shouldered- and  deprived of
academic - advancement at Cam-
~bridge. - He never forgot these
early slights, and even when he
was already celebrated he would
“erupt. from time to time in a
letter to some periodical: recalling
an ‘injustice suffercd at the hands

of the litérary establishment thirty

or forty . years previously. - His
-pupil and, admirer Ronald ' Hay-
man says that in the course of
‘his, lectures Leavis ‘would relate
t0. his class ‘lengthy anecdotes that
demonstrated. how he had been
the victim of  misinterprelation
and - deliberate ‘misrepresentation®.

Yet what has happened to many.
rebels in many other spheres hap-
pened to Leavis: he ended asthe
head of an orthodoxy no  less
rigid and tyrannical than the one
he had -overthrown. This was all
the more inevitable because he was
a markedly authoritarian figure-
whe did not tolerate dissent easily..
That is why  Serutiny, so lively

.and stimulating: in its-carly years, -

became -later so depressingly pre-
dictable; you. knew  beforehand
what the faithful Teavisites, echo-
-ing. the Master, would say on a
given writer or work. N
In_Sri. Lanka’s small world of
Eng: Lit. the tyranny of" Leavisism
bas been perhaps even  stronger:
than in its original home. Take
just one example: the case of
Dickens. It used to' be taken for
granted that at A Level or at
University there  was only one
novel of Dickens fit to be pre-
scribed © as -a - text Hord Times.
There - was a simple reason for
this;. in The Grear Tradition Leavis
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llion to tyranny 55

'ﬁ'ﬂwmm '

“had  pronounced that this- was
Dicken’s one grest novel. I rem-

ember ' an academic  being shocked
i the mid-sixties by the fact -

that - on one of the campuses [

‘ ‘had prescribed Grear Expectations -

(a much richer novel than °Hard
Times, to my mind). Then, in 1970
Leavis _ (together with *his - wife)

brought out a beck on Dickens’

in- which he went back on’ what

) rg_-__r-i-.gi'

_bhe had said earlier and admitted

no less than six novels of Dickens
to the canom.

- It 'was, of course, to Leavis's
credit that, unlike many of his

‘disciples, he was capable of growih

and’ change, and that he kept
developing as a critic to the end
(though he rarely’ liked: to admit
that 'he had™ ever been’ wrong)-



His attitude to Eliot as poet and
_critic -is a striking example of this
 devglopment:- Leavig’s assessment

of Eliot, which. began with the

early idolatiy ‘of New Bearings ' in
Englith: Poetry, went through " a
steady . downgrading, culmmam'lg
in the 1967 essay on the critic
and the 1975 study of the poetry.
To those of us who had already
concloded that Eliot’s work was
hfn-d:njrmg and pervaded by ‘snob-

Leavis’s last thoughts were
less than startling, but the con-
“troversy in  Universities Quarrertp
- that followed showed what a ‘shock
-they had been to some of his
own critical fulluwlng

: Yet L!&Til_. for all his devotion
to the ‘integrity of criticism and
his incisiveness and —rigour, was
- limited -in several ways.  With an
almost aggressive -insistence on the
“Englishness of English®  literature,
he refused to concern himself as
a critic. with. literature in - other

Ianguages (except for one essay-

on Anna - Karenind and = another
on Montale). This seriously con-

stricted "his critical horizons, par- .

ticularly ‘in - dealing with the novel,
since cven the best- English nove-

" lists seem provincial ‘and insular,
in comparison with the nineteenth-
century  Russian and French mas-
ters.: Leavis's perpetuntmn of thu
_Eu,gllsh ‘myth of Jane Austen as
a ‘great novelist, for instance,
would- have been impossible if he
had looked at hef in a wider
European perspective - (what does
.she mean to a RusnlanarFreuch
reader 7). : :

E.'.rr.rn' more: Hmitfn,g‘ was - his

critical -~ method: of - ¢lose - verbal

analysis.. He tended to rate  most

highly" those poets in - whom -he-

found the kind of sensucus par-
ticularity and wverbal complexity
that lent itself most readily to his
method. Hence, for instance, his
~marked preference for Keats over,

Shelley, in ‘Whom he found a'

‘weak prasp of the actual’. Oné
can  agree - that Keats  was the
_superior artist, that he had a surer

~feeling for language than Shelley,

=without: conceding that this makes.

~him' the = greater poct in every
_F‘“‘.‘_"’nﬁ’! ﬁ_l_thm a relatively natrow

unse. Kﬂtusﬁnwed a fine:

rnnge uf exp:nencc-. Iiugeljr aes-

‘thetic, where Slleﬂﬂj" was a poet

responsive . to the ' central “social -

and political experiences - of " his
age, and we cammot compare him
with - Keats . without giving  due
weight to “his greater Tange nf
awareness.

Lanvis'l_ emgtho'd- waa' an am:n
“mare inadequate tool in criticism

of the novel. The essential con-
. cern” of ‘the great novelists is with

man in  his social environment,

and.-the - scope ~and depth of a

* novelist’s  understandipg  of his
characters .in their social relations
is erucial to'a judgement- of his
work. Leavis admitted Jane, Austen
-and Henry  James to  his  ‘great
tradition’ though their novelistic
imagination works within = very
narcow limitations  of class. and

rmiliew. *On the other hand, he |

relegated Emily  Bronte to a foot-
note {although Wuthering Heights
is sthe most -powerful .
in the English-

- human  feeling), and. was extremely
patronising to Hardy.. Hardy's
rose i -uneven - in. quality,

is social - world is much ‘more

substantial than - that ‘of James,

-whose characters -are often ~ dis-
embodied sensitive: - intelligences
quivenng ina w:ud - :

In’ his \l:n:mk an Leam. Rnnald :

Hayman claims that he is ‘the
most . important - critic of this’
century’,” I don’t accept this view.
Without zoing any further afield,
I would say that ‘Raymond
Williams, who ‘was educated  at

Leavis's - Cambridge but has de-

veloped and matured” in aa inde--
endent way, i# A much more
Important critic for his ﬂ.bl].lt}' to

relate literature  illuminatingly  to

its - wider social context.: Modern
Tragedy, The ‘English Novel from
‘Dickens to  Lawrence and The
Camrry and the City. are works

in: which' the mcml _rudgm:nts are -

not ‘added on’ to. the literary
analysis — as in. the- simplifisd
‘Marxist®  studies ' of
against ‘which ' Leavis - used to
protest in- the thirties. ‘Wﬂhams
~is able to show how moral values
and’ literary. forms are inexiricably
}:;Hwovm with the social context

m 1

‘freatment:
language of  the
conflict  between class and natirral_

-~ but

literature -

: ted by the changing fa

* giant was trying to fix oil

l:marna

Excellently s

: crafted

hu chunglng valwel uf pnpular.
‘western cinema is be Ilu;tra-'
of ‘its

villains. It’s not mere:ly a matter of

‘the Injun no longer ‘being the bad

guy. Racial prejudice, western cul--

- tural snobbery and Cold War imbes

cilities are rarely found these days.
And the politics can be quite_ adult-
and up-to-date. The villains range
from the Pentagon to the Mafia
and the multi-netionals, In & recent
movic ‘Sweeney” an un-n.nm:d oil
ices at
an international conferenceby black"

“-mailing a British Cabinet Mmlste:r

' ,, ; tﬁwq'ﬁ!ﬂww

‘In “The Cassandra Crnuinl”'

‘the Pentagon  has infiltrated the
‘World Health Gfg'anis?ltin'l:l_,' “thinly
- disgaised

as the  International
Health  Organisation, to conduct:
secret experiments in germ warfare,
Two  Swedish® ‘peace protesters’
invade the headqunﬂ:rs but: fail in
their attempt to destroy the labora-
tory. One of the attackers succeeds"
in excaping. On board ‘a - train car-

- ring a 1000 passengers across Eus=-

rope, he is the carrier ut’ 1 wcmus
plague. -

The train hﬂ!- to bc mle-dﬂff-
humct:ca[!y -and destroyed.. With

-cynical precision and cunning, the
—whols US Military ‘complex’ moves:
into‘action. The filmendsironically

enough, with- dn. open-ended ques-

_tion on the future' of the man who
: e?ecuted the f]:ndlsh cunlm,gency
p an

Burt: Lancnaturm cffcutws as th:'

- US intelligence  officer "dmng hiis-
‘duty’” and_‘Ava. Gardner. is superb

as the ageing countess, eccompanied -
by poodie and human pet. A lesson
in-acting comes from LmStmahurg
a man who has tnugh.t 50 mnnjr an:
actor -his craft. -

- This is .;mt i:mntl}r 4 I_:lul;k-'busm:
~*disaster’ movie which made thebox'

office bounce in recent years. It

““touches on some serious issues - but

does not dwell'on them too long as

- the plot-moves at 8 cracking pace
"on’the familiar rails of an excellen-

tly crafted star:.r —_ C. P. H
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- Dr: Kﬁm?rF 'Iiiéw:rdnﬁ-:._ 5 :

A NATION OF WIFE BEATERS"

Pm_i" T L Gmn, the E’c_v.“m Uni‘ur.r

c&rﬁm ‘once’ startied an

‘were . nation of wife - bearers!
woman ' (an

‘atademic. audience with the claim that we Ceylonese
Benvath  the conventional . view of rthe
tmage) were so many male: prejudices aboul's woman's:

s first Mﬁsm ﬂ_f' Edu=

‘place in. mde.rymldin.rhﬁame Snpﬂiﬂrfry, dl'lm‘miﬂﬂi‘iﬂu and - cpp

Feision was .l'.!le result;
- Dr.
Az

it was the

~that one could ‘judge” the pmgrm'

of a society by observing the status
- of women in that society: There
.is'a striking similarity in:the con-
~ dition of ‘women who live under’
. comparable economic and social
~ ‘gystems, irrespective of - country,
culture.or historic period. - Women
in patriarchal fendal scciety had no
independent existence. In mediae~

val India  and China, in feudal

Russia orin mediaeval Europe, the
.cultural disparities aro’ outweighed
by the strong - similarities in the
situation of women “in these socie-
ties.

" Itisnota unmcidenne t]:lnt just

_-as Confucius spoke of Three Obe- -
diences for women-—to the father

- when yoong, to the hnsband whea
. -married and to the sons when wido=

. wed—the laws of Manu (in India)

—said “of a-woman, “The fathec
profecis her.in-childhood, the hos-
~band protects her in her youth and

sons protect her in- hee old age.!'
-The Third World: countries—which

inspite of differences—have com-

.mon heritages of feudaham, long .

periods; of occupation: by ‘colonial
powers and dependant economies

‘have enabled us to identify many

, common problems r:latmg to the
~wum¢n :

'Bhemltma nften uwito evaluate

7 the *quality of life’* -of women in

& country are. the. edumtmn and
literacy levels of women,
economic activity in_work outside
the home, their stnndardsof heafih,
their participation in public: l:feand
the achievements of-equal rights
* with men. - In Sri Lanka 70% of the'
“womeén are literate, thejr life expen-

: tancy is 67 jrears, th:jr fm’m nenrljr

16

Ut&jnan : S'dchilst '
Charles meer who first cln:med i

their

ted- rhis  paper af a:

Emri".lmwrdem prm mqﬂ'rmiﬂ
Teheran amw:edby the U ‘N Ccnrrr _rar Womem and Dm!opmm N

48% of schnnl goers and 40‘.!5 nl‘ all

university students and. about 30%

of the work force; maternal and .
“infant mﬂflﬂ.ht]’ flgum are -low;
and the country prnduced the first

woman prime. mmlsu'r in the world. .

‘But the statistics. hide the reality
which -is that the mass of-women,

like their sisters in other parts. of

Asia, are subject to various disa-
‘bilities caused hy the persistence of:

“the traditions and beliefs of feudal

society, are exploited economically
in industry,  plantations and agri-

- culture, continue  to hear. the dual
- burden of labour and family respon-

sibilities and ‘still have 'a very long
road to travel before lhty nchleve
real emanmatmn

‘The ' traditional mmpt

" In Sr:.].:anka. as in ull. pntriar—.
chal societies, , women hdve always
had a subordinate status, although
the deprees of mhurdmatmn have
varied with ¢lass,” religion  and
ethnic group. = Since the: earl:.r inha-

‘bitants of Sri Lanka were. :mgrants..
. from India, and since cloge links
“were maintained between Sri Lanka  ana
“and India, the social system and

the ideology rclating 10 Women was-

wery similar in the two cultures. .

Of the many beliefs and. views on-
the role of women, we can isolate
four: main - attitudes, which. best
represent the traditional viuwpuint

- The first is thnt Wnlm:na r.-n- :
mary tols is in the home, as a
‘daughter, wife and mothér, subor-
‘dinate to the mals members of the -
'ﬁm:ui}r -8She has no independent

existence and is considered to “be-
long” to the male in whose home

*she'lives. - If she hns no: manto: -

Iﬁm on or no nmli.': chlldrnn. Ihc :

. situation s considered to be‘un-.
lucky” or *unfortpnate’ as in the -
- case of widows, spinstersandwomen.
~7 with  no. sons.
~fllustrate this point.

' :lun :
“¥iour expected in a woman, namely

Knowledge,
_':dl:clﬂlﬂ'l'l makm,g, and partmipntmn .

J

“Many  proverbs
For example
widowhood is compared to a natu--
ral disaster; A breach in an {u-n-

-gation) tnnk and ‘a widow in a
“house are alike’,’

says- a Sinhala
proverb and in Tamil there is &
saying *She who has no husband: is
like sand in the bed of a river’”:

It is not surprising that whers .
women are exploited and oppressed
there also arises a colt of women: as
goodness and queen. . For instance
in the land where women were illite-
rate the goddess of learning Soras-
vati was  a  woman, and where
women had little chance of econo-

. mic independence, the goddess of

wealth {Lakshmi) was' a  worian}
Romantic idcalisation ‘of women, -
and a sentimental aititude to mother-
hood are also notable featuges of
our. sociely today. _Maay third
rate films have titiessuch as “Sugar
Girl"", - **Golden Mother’* to name

& few and phoney film songs about
'mothers are ‘plentiful  (May mjr _
_ mother become a Budﬂha"mntc} :

2 Butmup:te of all this hypucn-.'

tical glonfir.:&tlun of “womanhood’’
& woman is expected not only to be
subordinate, docile and modest but
also to appear so in the éyes of the
world.. She has to endure all suf-
fering, be patient and uncomplain--
ning and not protest on any occa-
An indication of'the beha-

that she possess all these qunfrtlei
that she in addition be a -
willing* servant to- ‘her husband,’

- caretaker of his property and pos-
“sessions, and a beautiful plaything =
‘as well, can be illustrated:from Sm— E:

hala and Tamil C]asslcs ;
“The second traditional cuncnpt.

‘of women concerns their inieliec-

tual abilities. Women were denied
opportunities for education and the
idea of a learned woman -was ridi--
culed - as sumethmg unnatural.
intellectual = debate,

in economic and pn]ltlcni life were

congtidered to be' men’s. n‘phﬂ':u of
; l[lﬂflltllﬁ e - At



The]iurature anﬂ pupulnr pm-

: mtates all’ traditional culluus is
~ that woman has to- be evalusted in °
terms of a stereotype of physical
- standard ~

verbs of Sri Lanka filustrate these
“yiews:
- perceive nn:.rthmg further - than the

handle of a spoon’” (a Sinhala say-

ing). The following Tamil proverbs
emphasise -the sama  point.
matter how skilled a woman. may
be in matheématics, her judgement

will be second rate" *The thoughts =
of a woman are nfterathuught.s“ -

“He who Hstens to the advice afn
. Woman, is a funl o .

In sr:hnul text. books used tuday

in:- Sri Lanka schuols WOmen are-

: nlwakfs portrayed m.':l the: h_nrusali
cooking, sweeping and sewing an

daughtérs helping mother in_these
activities.
out to work and returns’ to read a

newspaper, listen to the radio or

- help the son with mechanical work.
‘Although over a quartér of fhe
Iabour foice is composed of women

these books never show womenat
work; in- decision making situations, -
n mmal activities outside the home

‘of in mtellectual pursuils

Th:_rd in the popular myth '_tliht
women:- e .the source of many

- evils, deceitful, cunning “and full of

wiles, temptmg men and leading
‘them astray,  These views are no
doubt linked to ;the protests that

women have made againat their
which  have.

“subordinate _ status, .
taken ‘many’ forms. Warnings
Against ‘a section of people whom
One [§. oppressing are a common
_practice; and whether the group be
slaves, serfs,

“trust: “them, that they will never
learn, that they will intrigue against
you and conspire to nhl’.mn murﬂ
prmlegel. '

As Confumna (!mnpmg the L“Iu-
nese masses and women together)
wrote “The populace and women:

“are ignorant, filled with bad inst-.
The

“incts and hard to educate™.
" proverba of Sri Lanka are also ‘full

ohrgrmhgs agdinat the ‘w1ckedms :

-of women. The classic view is that
‘women usge *64' wiles' ‘to get their
" wiy; and there is a Sinhala proverb
ﬂcﬁa&m “why take a ladder to

“A woman's brain cannot

llNu ;

Father in contrast gocs

_ wage  workers of-
women: the "arguments used: are’
similar: that: these people are con--
genitally *bad’, that .you cannot

allows when you can go thers
with the: help ofa wnmun"?' _

Th: fuurth itlltude whmh per-

attractivencess.  -This -
varics nmurdmg to . cultures:” the

Indo-8ri Lanka recipe is thlt the -

_ideal woman has ‘to have biue-:
black hair which  reaches to the
‘ground, eyes like lotuses, teeth like
-pearls and an undulatlng gait like
A much-quoted verse |

an elephant.
fmm Selalihini Sandesaya written

in the  15th century '(and heavily- 'r

inflyenced by Sanskrit poctr}r] deés-
cribes a beautlful woman:

M4 face tke ‘the full-moon,

A waist_that can Bbe cfmped
ina frs[ﬁ:f

Hips -as - wfde a.! .a  chariot

wheel,

- Breasts Tike .mw,gamen-skgppm :
_.S.'le is_a: celestial maiden but far :

the. fluttéring: of -her a_ve."fdx”

Huwwer ﬂl:ucattrtudcs although
ongmatmg in an earlier form of

- society, still persist today andare

perpetuated in’ act and the mass
media. - The newspapers are full of

- advertisements where scantily-clad
women: urge people “to buy radios.
tyres, cigarettes and all. manner of -

products, - while beauaty - contests
are held all over the countiy.

The revolt. against this cult of

- beauty has already begun; one of
the country's best known Sinhala -

poets, Monica - Ruwanpathirana,

has redefined the classic five con- | -

cepts of a beautiful woman or

Pancha Kalvani (who had to be |

young, well-rounded with fine bone

structure, ‘4 good complexion: and-:
beautiful hair) and has sugges‘tcd_

the attributes of - the ‘new woman®

“ She remgnfm the rmmy of r.&e_

society around her,
: ; She dedicates herself to ifs Suture,

She sels aﬁgﬁr the. wor.’d with her. -

_talents,

'She acts ﬁl& fﬁ‘mne.ﬂ' tmd'
resolve,

.She works f_‘ur rke waff-befng q,r'-

= society,

These trufy a.re the fm quafmes : =

5 qf beaufy,

That will m:ke n m:w Panr:.'ia'

- Kalyani."” -

lns advice tn

|- huaband,
" kinsmen.

']"ﬂ-ﬂl' SOITOW.

; ﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂ i’ fuud .g:dur
and ' ensare wull-bei.n[

The \wle s role

= The Io!lowmgvnrmmfmm
@ - composed - in

ls'lhﬂ:ntury m:.rarcufunm- :

clwded in:school  texts (Sinhala

- Grade 9) and give an-idea of the

typical tradilional concept -of a.
wmﬂ::' In this: work -the old
i lnrﬂh.:rgivqlh:ram

I:gi;_.dau;hm“nn-

“Dnnut

without your- hnibanim
-Tom:
. walk fast.

-| - properly clad.

when you go ' out;
ant[aauthatymlm

B itka sm_-mnt tu
hls-' parents.

your

wnmm

: Swup your bal.n: and gud':m
regularly - and secthat it is al

clean: Make sure. that you ki

~ the lamps - to the a:nds both-at
dark s

JHdavn and
When :.rnm' husba.nd

'~ hame: from ajum‘m.}. receive hu:n. ;
_jmml]y wash feet; “do
delegare thu to mmts

Do nnuncnﬂynnrm e
|- ing - at ynu:ngum suo:inlg}d“ahnut'-

“ji gardens nat
- be lazy:at your humﬂtnld dum

Pfﬂtﬂdlhﬁiﬂd!.

If vour husbam'l‘

speak ‘1o him “about it - let" your
mhcthu nn!.:.r' nxof

is cohstantly ‘safisfied,  feed: him

mother.

summhmma-3
m goodness, - beautis-

lbtllhﬁ)lkﬁl

ful, olad in- colourful silks, omna.: -
_mens and sweet-smlllng pe:fum.-\ ]

Bcﬂlﬁlaﬂtumlnhodlnd

tﬁaf‘rst fo rise. When . your hus-.
. band ‘wakes, ses tha.t :u:-u Bre
"-barbissldc._- : 3

Emrrynu:hmhstnd
and  cold, -
tohim‘he

0= mt s

and his

‘i your -
house. - Do nat give anything away
“even . to: your - own. children, with-

'uut your husband’s l:.om.ent

“seems directed nlamham, do, mat™ -

appum.
o - pot- speak’
kind apd far-
- ghrlng,. Mever: think - of “Took ehae-.-
- where: fur :fuur mm.fort” :

husbnnda"i :
m&r that - hes -
Iih-. B e i
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| Development -
~ Lanka: social welfare, economic crisis

m 1i Lanka lias since the timo of | -

Pita independence (1948) been

described  both "az a  development 3
~Mailure and a success, appellations

which “are perhaps inherently irre-
. levant and which would certainly

ot be useful for the ensuing-dis- ' |

cussion. Mevertheless. what does

- 1his mean? Tn the first instance, the :

- 'country has not obtained prodigious

- levels of GNP and would therefore | -
be deeitied a “failure’ if high GNP .

- -equals development. - In the second
- instance, if the satisfaction of basic

- needs of a population is any indi- = |
. .cation--of  development, then  Sri

Lanka might w
'guccess”; 2 :
- In'the latter case; the. difficulty
- ‘arises in determining what are basic

. mneeds and further at what qualita-
~tive leve] these might then be judged
- satisfied. Consequently, the work-

have “achieved

_ !h[;? might be saidto have grappled ' -
wWith t

hree- issues: What are basic
- * needs within the development con-
text: h?."' might these he met while
maintaining ~‘the  development

necds satisfaction been approached
“in Sri Lanka? i el

~Participants from the Marga

- Institute {which has been described
as -an institute” which attempis to

“_understand the development process.

excerpts- from o 45-page report

‘_IFDA, Mr: Akmed Ben Salah, former Minister of

'_Whnﬁ GNP was the indin criterion of mfum‘anuud by .

-i‘n&muﬂmal “ogencles, Ceylon "was a dismal “‘faijure® in the -

. conventional wisdom  of these experts. - But these conventional . |
criteria fiave now changed and other concepts of ‘‘development’’ .
- _have galned ~gcceptonce. A few yeors ogo, Mr. McNamara him-

self nomed Srilanko as on outstanding . example of “‘development’”
defined- according to the criteria n vogue. Mr  Jomes Grant, .

“Chalrman, of the Overseas Development - Council, Woshingtan,- has
 advertised Srl Lonka's many- achievements in terms of the H‘lrﬂmf i
- Quality of *Life Index (PQLI}. And now it Is being that

“we are o *‘development’’  success, perhaps

-~ even o “model”  for
other Third Warld countrles. How . should our . post-Independence

performance be judged? Is a total judgment’ possble?

The lanka Guardian' has been given pefhluinntd publish

and_wos -addresséd . also by Mr. Lalith Athulsthmudall, Minister of -
Trade, and Mr. G' V. P. Samarasinghe, - Secretary to the Cabinet.

The foreign participants included Mr. Marc Nerfin, President -
_ -of - Development In_
Dr_ :Carlos _'D:;‘l‘gm_l!u of Peru, Mr, Serglo Bitor, President

Ining; Professor Tamas. Szentes of Hung-
Professor: Ignozy Sachs, Dr. Rudo

“Tunlsla, _
Allende’s Minister of
arlgn - Acodemy ‘of Sciences,  Profess: :
Stavenhagen of Mexice, ' Dr, Rajal-Kotharl: of the  india ncil .
of Soclal Sclences,” Mr.” 0. T. Grande (UNDP)' Dr. farle Haarstod

1 o_r- the Norwegian Jlglm:r for Development. T
" momentum; and, finally, how have | = e s

" The Sri Lankan participants Incluifad'Di‘.i:'f._ﬂ.;.ﬂﬂéﬁmm. :
Dr. Susantha Goonetilleke, - Mr. Godfrey Goonetilleke, Director Marga,

Dr. 5. B. de Sliva, Mr..C. Narayansamy ARTI, _Professor A. V. Indro-
ratne, Mr. Leelananda de Silvn, Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvom,. Dr. Ponna

Wignarajoh,  Mr. Chondra_Seysa,” Mr. E. L. Wijemanne and Mr.
Mervyn de Siva.. ¢ R T B, ; .

“a workshop held some- months -

~back by the Marga Institute in collaborgtion with the International -~ |

- Foundation for Developmant Alternatives* (IFDA) in- Colomeo. ltwas
‘epened by ‘Mr. M. Naoina Marikkor, Deputy  Minister  of Planning,

the . Indian Councll . 1«

InSriLankaas a whole)andfrom 000 oons grp Lanka has rated cunmﬂumtmn FurthuthuPQLI

" the International Foundation for

_Development ‘Alternatives (which
- pramotes dialogue between three
groups—policy “makers, researchers'

‘and opinion leaders on new approa- |

-ches to ‘development) were engaged

in a mutyally educating dialogue on

these issues, bearing in mind the.

_particular manifest throughout the

period of the discussion, one of the
- principal areas of controversy being:
“the accuracy of some of the data

presented, MNevertheless, the given

data indicates & certain trend.  But
- how rélevant are the kinds  of indi-
~ cators presented: - life expectancy,
literacy rates, death rates? Aggre-
Bating the results @_xg:r'kepud in

[}

‘high on a Physical Quality of Life
Index 1/(83/100) being propounded

as a measure of necds-satisfaction.

as a measure of development? Per-
haps as a counter to the “highly
irrelevant GNP concept, PQLI pro-
- mises 8 discussion of a-new way to
approach a study of development,

‘But as an aggregate, is a Physical
"Quality of Life Index (PQLI) valid

that -is, through social indicators.’

- But it is certainly: not ‘sufficient in

itself to determine whether progress -

towards development ‘has taken .

-place. Indicators such  as these
may confirm the terminal point, %
- happened in Sri Lanka, a country

not the route taken, an'.important

- ag the product, then

-meglects ‘as an indicator the satis-
- faction of & non-material. necds,”
_such:as the'extent to which lacal

participation is encouraged, which =
must necessarily be a component of -
;"nupdanrientgd devélopment stra- -

tegy:

1If a discussion on development

begins with the pre-suppositionthat

the process is equally as important
1 the-PQLI be-

comes a mon-starter.

With thescreservationsanattempt

~ was then made to examine and



engaged in tho process of develop-
ment. o 0

It is incremsingly apparent that

-few new ideas- are required to
_ The pro-
blem i principally that of imple-
montation. How, given the specific’

" advance development.

situation of a country, Is this deve-

- lopment totake place? Many of the
- other questions have becn answered -

- at least in the minds of certain

- . actors. What development *need- ;

- oriented, sclf-reliant, endogenous,
in harmony with the environment
and based on structural change.
Who will undertake q
and for whom? This development
will be undertaken by those

“raged. =~ Where? Throughout the
global society, North and South.
‘The when end why require no state-
mmt‘ -4 X, T

The  exigency of - development
often provokes a. preoccupation
with . the speed or pace of that
development; However, more im-
porjant than whether things are

| done immediately ‘is the direction, ~ -
the process. *Stated otherwiss, the

‘perspectives’ “the ‘societal vision®,
should perhaps describe any pre-
occupation, - 7.

Noteworthy

: If'ﬂ':ﬁiffefcﬁf.:ﬂﬁiegjl—' i’ﬂﬂdﬁng
the traditional, Western: promul-
gated patterns of ‘development’—is

being sought for countries such as

Sri Lanka, then given certain simi-
- larities' of experiences, a few ele-
ments might be noteworthy.
— culture should be given
equal - weighting  among  other

factors .~ under consideration,

appreciating the mamifest diver-
sties of people;

— the -imﬁlnmentation prh;

blem referred to  previously is.

- mot 8 technical issue. The issue
18 to- a greater extent creating
. a will of development’, employ-
- ing perhaps ideology as a pos-

- mible resource for development:

; tlt-_l,i:

g

the functions

people
whose development is being encou-

- cential to a now strategy

- will 'be the problem of power.
- How are groups, political - par~

mew: forces, to be organi-.

rdevelopment '

—  these new forces will have
to be ‘organized wherever people

aré, wherever people function. -

The requisite organization can-

not only take place at the level -

of *“people’s  representatives™
nor ‘can it be a-funclion of:
these. -In- particular; political

- party leaders cannot assume the -

task of developing new power

_Btructures since historically ‘the -
political  party operates as -3

- mechanism which concentrates
rather than transfers power, and
in addition; party leaders have
tended to demonstrate a rather
selfish craving for power;

— the new organisations
will be essential to-the Capacity
of the system for expansion. Ex-

pansion does not refer to growth

- in percentages, but rather sug-

gests the capacity for movement,”
4 capacity to respond to pressure -

from these new forces which it-
‘8glf is capable: of generating
pressure urging -even deeper
structural changes; ° Sy

¥

e failure in’ n_ﬂempts at

‘alternative strategies should not
~reflect a fault in- the choice of

strategy, an inherent impotence -

- of the process, nor should it

+ . encourage rejection of the pro-

EEL " :
 CE88;

— that f'ailurc; perhap'?:_rcfjadts'
a number of elements, = being
among them: P

— failure to nd:'upr:hr.nd'the :
conditions of power operating, -

— meglect . of the trajectory,
the ‘conditions for  movement

~from one stage to another, with--
out bringing that stage to a’

conclusion.

— im':m]i;rﬁlt;r. between ﬁﬁli{-.

‘tical ‘and cconomic. strategies,

- .8ystem to ensure, for example,
. that power ‘had indeed been

transferred to workers,

- — " paucity of popular educa:
prepare peasant conscio- |

—tion to’
“usness, ¢

“2ed to sustain .t]-m:_pruuss of

..~ ttempts - to  generalize
. within a country rejecting in-
terns] diversities; - ;

- —-.what iz perhaps- termed &
failure might otherwise be ter-
“med an incomplete success. Fai-
lure lies in- ‘the inability to
. sustdin the process ay a desired-
Clevel- - However, given the tea-
lity of -that political action,there
can never really be any goiug
back as is evidenced by pressure
“presently building up in coun- -
. tries which have  lived—regard-
~less of brevity—a different soci-
etal vision; - - L

— the action fora development
forpeople, by people—and which
will evidence the realised: poten-. -
tialities of those people, will not :

i'be of a purely ‘economic’ nature,
The political must: reinforce all

other forms of action, .~ . .

For amy' new govetnment or
new.*project” the first actions will
be critical. - These initial “actions

- will perhaps move the systemina

given ‘direction or, mlternatively,
into a process from which changes
at a Iater_ stage becomes _difl‘;ciirlt.
‘The direction

.In Sri Lapka the: ditection is.
evidently  towards satisfying - the -
basic needs of the majority of the
- population.. Whether “this is a Te-
sult of a conscious choice or a-

response to cerlain demands is' not
presently under discussion.  How- -

ever, what might ‘be brought into

question at this time is the refa-:
tionship between what is frequently
termed ‘basic needs’ and develop-
ment. There s obviously a direct’
relationship. . But' in a country -
where the ‘basic needs’ are seem-
ingly adequatcly met, at 1hie same’ -
time what might be described: as
the development’ dynemic _appears
to be absent. What does that
suggest? That these ‘hasic needs’

s Goic . have not in fact been met in Sri =
—  absence of checks -in the T '

Lanka, or that *basic nceds’ need

‘to be(rc) defined? . .

. (A Physical” Quallty of Life Index"
., .in_International - Development = Review

HAToIaY - it e

: (T be cantinued)
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\ Sports

Sidat Sri ﬁa’ndiiﬁh—mu-'

_'_Gettlng the

- British- style: games such’ as -cri-
“cket, :u,gh:,r,

.m:trupnl:s and, with the aXcep- .
~tion of succer. bearing a strong -

'prlor:tles rlght -

| 'S’mﬂ has n:d T Tive. | Teaching them to kick, to:

ing role in Sri. Lanka with

soccer ~and - tennis
entrenching ~ themselves in.~ the

uppet middle: class character. But

"little ‘or no organised sport seems
-to have percolated into the back-

~ ward qural
. people there to fend for them-

~can ill afford: to be playing games -
and that what games are played

-must therefore be the respunsnblhtjr
- of “individuals or privat¢ bodies.
:Mow thisis a load of crap and isa -
mere repetition of the hen oregg
-argument. Does prosperity: preceed
health or do&s guud health Il:ad to

arcas, leaving the
selyes which is just another way
of saying that successive govern-
ments have accorded thcm step-

motherly matmmt

Thuxplanntmn aﬁm frotted out
for this unequal state ‘of affairs is
that Sci Lanka with its attendant
and multifdrions ecohomic problems

7 prnapentﬂ

M

" 'The Sports Council, a mtutm:y_
- body of comparalively recent origin.
- has a man-sized job on its hands

~having fo co-ordinate the various

sporting strands in Sri Lanka. To

- begin with, it is essentialthat it gets
- its pnnntm rightand in this matter -

will have to 'decide whether sports

¢ geared to international competition’
~should take precedénce over sports.

5 destgnﬂd to ancaumgcmnn pnrt:c:-

h

: 'patlcm..

- Tt seems bath fouhsh ami fntlle.
~ . that we shiould be expending enargg
and resolrees to gain recognition
in Twickenham, Lords .or Wimble-

don whén 95% of the population
know nothing of these games. By

_all ‘means let private :enterprise -
_ -sponsor them but stale patronage
. for. thesn sports u httlﬁ shortu 8

Gﬂml.‘-

=

" Right now the paramount ques-
tien is to popularise sports’ smong-

‘the people'and to help do this the
- Central body. must have an aware-

ness 'of the social- apd economic
conditions in which our people

touch can be a cruel joke.  What-

“ever the popularity that Crlcket.'
. tennis and rugby may enjoy in

urban areas the hard reality is that
its ‘participants are mndequntc to

make them worthwh:lapmpusmons =F

.- The prime task of the Sports
ndmlmstmtor is to p:rauade large

numbers into active participation

“and this can only be achieved if the -

basic requirement is provided. In
this instance that facility is the.

-~ availability of space and ‘cven the

meanest local body must be coerced
into prmru:lmg this fundamental

‘need.

Huningful m:tmtf

For ‘a beginning then it should
be possible to launch out on inex-

_pensive team sports like football .or

volleyball and -of .course track and

field athetics which is the obviously

meaningful activity for.our;

running and jumping, which really:

in doing what comes naturally, then"

the Sports Council can get 1o the

next stage of encouraging its: paru---

cipants- and perhapa . scouting
-around ‘for talent in the regionzl
Aareas with- a view to specialised
coaching. ~ But that is a different
story and a much later one‘but for:
the present let’s be sensible: and
forget intefnatiopal
because we are nowhere near the
required’ Basic standards. T am
firmly convinced that track and

field athletics is-our best’bet even

for international competition provi-
ded the basic oppertunities are,

_affordnd to the gm‘t mass ot‘th: :
pwple

Attltude of prn'l?i

To lllustrate the relative umm—

- portance attached fotrack andfie]d

athletics one need only wiew the

‘attitude of the Sinhala and English
. press” to

“the- nrmual National
athletics  tournament.
this s:gngfi:imt “event s

.in'this inexpensive sport._

~people.
Once latge enough numbers taketo!

parfticipation

Invariably -
-either

“blacked out or l:ﬂmndm an obsmra

corner.. If the Sports: Council can’
convince the press. barons  that
National athletics deserve a5 much

_and as forceful a coverage asschool

cricket a great breakthrough would
have been made and spectator inte-
rest —in this awakened from the

: _stupur m wlﬂch it- pr:sentl:f is.

1 have also been amazed - at -t]:_m
wag.swimming has been allowed to
languish:in'Sri Lanka. Fora coun-
try surrounded by water and stud-
ded with innumerable inland water-
ways it is surprising that greater’
interest ‘has oot been galvanised
I am:
not now here thinking of produc-
ing Olympic champions : but it is

“surely within the realms of: possi-~
-hility ‘to  arouse * enthusian
. swimming
people.:

for -

amongst  ‘the rural'

If - Olympic and international
conlests must occupy the -centre
of ‘any thinking then it- is logical
that track and field athletics: and:
swimming with their mass poten-

‘tial offer greater hope- than fnr

msmmu nf.lr. ahnutmg,

cnn:hnt hldmrringl.

'Iht task of the Sports Council
has not been made any easier by the
constant bickerings -of the various
conirolling. bodies. uite. often -
factionalism-has proved & serious.
impediment to the smooth function-
ing= of many sports and - while
mnmdmg the usefulness of “indi-
vidual administrative  bodies the

* ‘Sports Council has a duty to take

remedial action against those ‘who -
by their antics bring Sri Lanka
spnrt mt:rdmaputm ; ;

Rt'.mtly “ond saw tlle -.Iﬂl'l'j".'r-

-_spncmle of two Sri Lankan  sports
- “idols’ of yester

ear flaying each
other in a hall of justice ‘no_ doubt-
to the delight and applauss of their
camp followers. The Law Courts.

_§eem quite a-favourite with sports-

men in Sri Lanka 'and ‘why not,
when.even self-nghtm: politiciang

‘keep running there. Well- who am
“Ianyway to dnmpen the nrdnnr of.

wuuld ba I1t|gantn! .
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Aerial affairs

“Iu Iceepfug with the anciens
customs of the Sinkala kings,
the President, Mr. J. R. Jaye-

' wardene, walked up to the air-
- craft to receive the relics......"

‘Page 1 item in Ceylon Daily News -

document 1o the: British
Museum which if discovered
b}r Silva, Roberts or ‘Vimalananda
could make a bual‘.-:eilmg bogk ora
pedantic thesis, bear witness to the
strict adherence of Sinhala monarchs
to these airport ceremonies or what
vsed to be called, as the Maha-
vamsa, records it. the VIPMAGUL
because the ceremony usnally took
place near the VIP Lnunge

In fact in the reign of the wlsal

king.  Vimaladharmasuriya ' the
Foreign Office put  out a small
‘booklet with all the details of the
programme, such as “8.17 a.m.
King arrives and takes his seat,
_facing East; % 19'a.-m. the Dean' of
the D:plamam Corps, rises, facing
west......etc etc®, (If anything went
wrong, the Prime Minister, facing
the music usually, was buni; away
by the palace guards}. j

If we are to believe the Cula-'
vamsa, Rajasinghe could be exas-
peratingly punctilious about these
airport customs. The reference of
course is to Rejasinghe 11 and not

his grandson: Rajasinghe III who.

hated airplanes and never flew,

except intoa roya! temper......which
accounts for the high mortality rate
among his coartiers and concubines.
Rajasinghe ‘11 on the other hand.
loved to travel so much that a
contemporary columnist named him
.Roving Raja.

¢ In the reign of the tyranmcal
; a Bahu (734 a.d. to 751

1'” .) a Cabinet minister’s wife got .

into Very serious trouble  when she
d to ignore the ancient customs.

Rﬂﬁrplng from a'trip to Smgha:

-gura- w Singapore), one of the
mmﬂr_igmurm of the preater
Sinhala kingdom and a free trade
mna.“_’shn_md lhagh:.l of nylex

sm‘eeﬂ. and sailed pasted the barrier
completely igmoring the  ancient
costoms officer who was waving a
T. and D. form. T

The anonymons authors of the
Great Book notecryptically: “After
her husband was given a portfolio,

. she really lost her head”. (Behead-

ing at the' time was mandatory
although not, as in the dark cra of
the Poriuguese eommander, Diiiz,
retro-active),

“Where's my malla? Where's. my
malla (bag)?”’ was the signature
tune of the egoistic, demanding
King Nissanka Malla who used 1o

' walk up to the Air Ceylon plane:
"'insisting that his luggage be unloa-

ded first; The jolly King Atala-
Tissa never complained when  Air

Ceylon, true to its reputation, over--

carried his baggage. Once, when his
baggapge (an old hag; anyway) was
over-carried to Papua-New Guines,
the old boy leapt in jnj" and took
& South Im:lmn prm-:ﬂs for his
queen,

The custom- of *Walking up to .
the aircraft was so de rigewr in.
ancient times that King’ Vallagam-.

bahu who ousled the rapacious
Queen Anula prompted his son
Prince Vallagambahu Jr. to despatch
a tom-tom beater around town yel-
ling this I:ughl}r mbarrasmg ques-

tmn
a) Is the King aware that

Cueen Anula who did 30 many
_trips abroad, during her short
~reign never walked up to the
aircraft but descended *pruudljr
in a helickapura (a native in-

vention later stolen by . the.

Douglas - Corporation, USA,
and made into a helicopter)?

b _If' 80, whﬂ
. ¢ If not, why not?_

The wily queen who still had a°

following underground (not the
insurgents who ' were - also  under-

ground but permanently so) put s
-out a street-ballad (kavi kola)cyclo-

styled giving these replies:

With the . Complimants

o

Hért'ant_izlg' . '
-~ Credit
Ltd.,

51 _.*3 Jmadhlp:r.hl Hawatha.
Cniamho :

: 21



= a} Dunngtherulﬂnnt penod
slave labour used: for the Ban-

daranaike Airport Accelerated

Development Scheme was ona
go-slow and Air Ceylon was
grounded in Frankfurt

b) Does not arise {tha ques-

tion, not the plane)
c) See ahmre

Sceptical Sn Lnnkans, spml:d by

modern education, may tend to
~‘regard these facts as flights of fancy
so'to say. But thcra is 1|:|ﬂlsputable

T‘ger: cee
{Conti nued from pags: 3}
The IGP has spoken of ‘sducated

Tamil youth” uvsing sophisticated
‘‘methods. In a predictable *law-and

~ -order’ response, the security forces.

are mnow trying to  match  this
*sophistication’ with “sophistica-

tion.”” In practice, this means
tighter organisation, better and
. tested  :anti-terrorist = techniques

‘and -of course ‘technology.

. The police now favour the phrase
*search and destroy’,. an expressipn.

popularised by the Americans during
the Vietnam war.: St
hear of ‘strategic hamlets', « "pacifi-
cation”,  ‘special forces® ‘preen
- berets',  and ‘electronic barriers’,
-and -other -coinages of Vietnam
“ wintage, A D.I.G. is in Europe
right ‘now on a special course,

New techniques, organisational

~methods, weapons and °the latest
gadgetry are of course useful to
. any outfit engaged in combative
action.

“idess -and technical literatore:

Sometimas old-  organisations
“with obselete Jdeas and instruments
are forced into *'soplistication™ by
the ' pressure” of a sudden - esuption
- {like - the 1971 insurgency) or of an
unprecedented -evént"thl_lt'putl new
demands on one’slimited experience
““{like the 1976 non- allgned Summit).

Thrown ;ntubaﬂle, our lllveqmpp:d'

33

-of brains.

“Soon we ‘may - mosquilo,

And *‘counter-insurgency’’
can now claim its own corpus of ship of the community,

: pDSSlhﬂll]H of cm:npmm:se ;

evidence of the sophisticated. inte- |
rest and traditional respect for all

atters aerial and aeronautical.”

- Only the other e-.ramng 1 ‘was

- walking ‘past the Sri. Lanka = Air

Force headquarters when a streamer
advertising the film “Seetha Devi™
boldly-announced "Soe Ravs.na, Ihe

-world’s first pilot...

But Seetha Devi “had .walked up
to an Ilyushin 62 at the BIA and "
taken off to the Tashkent festival.
Following another ancient custom,
I sauntered along to the Galle Face
Green to see another. shore

ATmY Was 5007 suppl:ed wnh new.
weapons, in 1971, justas the police
in 1976 pot used tonew surve:l]anm:

and- gadgets. :
But two 'quﬁlinna' Crop. up.
First ' the - te mqm:s may  be

relevant only to- certain conditions. -
The second isa more basic question.
Can technology match motivation?
There was no lack of ‘eguipment
or money in Vietnam and no lack
(nobody  could have
been cleverer than McNamara),

Of conrse, - the situation in
?ir.l_nat'n was totally different. The
lesson ' however 18 that of the
the swamp and  the
elephant helplessly weighed down

by his own weight.

" Besides, a po!:h:al’ act involves .

politics, and requires a political

solution,  or at Iea:t a pnhtu:u

h =mil|.tary lulutmll

The fundamuntal jssue therefnre
involves the whole *Tamil queslmn
the problem of a national minority,
the policies' of a government, the
response  of the established leader-
and the

{!rthumse {touse - the same

_terminology) there will be “‘escala-

tion™ which suits the man on the
u!‘fenswc, rarely . the “'defending -
army”, however strong. In the
end, it has to do with politics,
and ‘that means people,”’ not ‘just.
tigers or any. other marnudmg

animal.

- Com Pﬁlﬁét;ts‘ of = :
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- Browns Group of Compames
s P. O. Box 200, '~ Colombo.

--.._?'ron THE BEST IN
- com'mucnon EOUIPMENT '

Dump Trucks {Faun)

%
s Excavators G (Hrm“)
% Front End Loaders  (Kawasaki)
% Drill Steals & Explosives
¥ Compressors < (e M)

 Contact  CEYLON sum.'r & nE\rELumENT o
W3, 5th Floor, Ceylinco House, ' :
Colombo, 1. ~Phone: 24512,




72, Chatham Strest,
Colomba 1,

1184 Covirade, Cho, {Walking dintance fram
Cables : Hotat Cevlon Inter-Continental)

“CEYTRADE™ 449, Galla Road, Colpatty.
Telephone * Hotel Lanka Oberoi and
2ESX1 - 23362 Galle Face Hotel

MARGA PUBLICATIONS

Marga Publications which consists of independent
research studies undertaken for internatiosial

and locol organisations, sympasia of various
seminars, and lectures given ar cveping discussions
are row avalfable with ofl leading booksellers and
at the Marga Institute, &r Isipathang Mawatha,
Colambo, 5.

® Non Formal Education in Sri Lanka 15700
® Woelfare and - Growth in Sri Lanka 8/00
® The Cooperative System and Rural Credit in Sri Lanka 1000
® The Sinhala Reading Public 3150
® Youth, Land and Employment 10400
® Religion and Development in Asian Societies 1000
® MNeeds of Children and Adolescents in Sri Lanka 12/50
® Instability of an Export Economy

(Camani Cora)

Hard Cover 45,00
Soft Cover Azfon




PIONEERS

... in emulsion paints

RESINO PLASTICS LTD.

64, Ananda Coomaraswamy Road,
COLOMBO -7

Phone: 28676
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