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Trends

TU's activated
The 25th Hartal annlversary sow

the ward ‘hartal’ back lo  trode
umlon clrcles. But what Is  being
actively convassed however s a

general strike lounched by a@ united
trade union movement The more
“laft-Inclined"" unlons outside the
LS5P-CP fold want to Infect o gre-
ater militoncy inte a restive but
largely dormant movement. Taking
o lsading role In that move is the
United Federation of Labour, the
trade unlon wing of Mr. Vasudeva
Nonayakkarg™s *new” LS5P.

But the others want to keep the
struggle to strict economic demands:
the rastoration of the rice gnd su-
gor rations, a minimum wage of
300f- for unskilled workers and
355f- for a clerk, with a non-re-
currlng cost of living gratulty, and
a 40 hour 5-day week. The reins-
totement of victimised workers s
clso @ major demand. The White
Peper and the new Constltution are
the more political issues.

A significant development in  this
commection wds the participation aof
the SIFP (Mrs. Bandoranalke person-

clly preseat) In the Hartal Day

meeting in the company of several
‘new’ Left poarties.

Wages, C. O. L.

Will the government succeed fn
pre-empting the trade unlon plans?
The next budget may bring sub.

stantiol wage Increases in the pub-
lic sector which of course will
force the private sector to keep in
step,

But oll the government's efforts
te hold down rising consumer pri-
ces seem to be floundering, Anoth-
er highpowered committee of secre-
tarles Is trylng hard to  grapple
with the problem. But can g think
tank produce instant sclutions to a

problem which is the logical out-
come of the new economlic policy,
Ieself an  application of the IMF's

standard oadvice?

DPL changes

Earlier this year cock-a-hoop ca-
reer officers in the F. Q. were tic-
king off more then @ half a dozen
Ambassadorial pasts for their clan.
“At last”, they were won't to say
“‘professienalism was being recogni-
sed.”

But the counter-attack from the
politicos has been so effactive that
sagging spirits are more In  eviden-
ce than Jaunty strides In the carri-
dars of the local Qual d'Orsay,
Another politiclan, o former deputy
mtinister, is expected to move to
the key Mew Delh! Job with former
Director-General - Arthur  Bosnayoke
toking over the low-key Rangoon
post. Besides, the once ‘suppressed’
Deputy High Commissioner’s post in
London will go to a banker, o
member of the defunct CCS, the
Overseas Service's rival club,

Letters

Maduru Oya tender

Is there some’ jiggery pokkery’
going on in respect of the Maduru
Oya Tender? It is understood that
the Evaluation Committee, com-
prising very experienced engineers
have made their recommendations
which have now been upset by an
influential gentleman. And we won-
der why our engineers are leaving
Sri Lanka! We wunderstand that
one of the engineers of the River
Valleys Development Board, who
was on the Evaluation Committes
has already tendered his resignat-
jon and accepled a job in Nigeria.
It is high time the politicans allo-
wed the technocrats to carry out
their job. After all, on the Maduru
Oya Project, it is they who will
have to work with the machines
and not the politicans.

We understand that the Chair-
man, River Valleys Development
Board, who is also engineer, along
with the Tender Board have made
positive recommendations in regard
to what machinery should be pur-
chased,

Al the inspection tenderers were
made to understand that the
equipment was urgently required,
as early deliveries would be a
criterion for selection. It is now
almost three months since the
closure of tenders, but the final
award keeps on being postponed.

We hope this will be read by
the President, who we are confi-
dent is a fair and just person.

Panadura. L. P, Perera

How fares local industry?

The article on the above topic
{15th July} brings out quite clearly
the damage done to local industry
and consequently to workers by
the “freer Imports” policy.

Yet there are other dangers in
thiz “‘egsier imports” policy which
must be eliminated.

The opening of Letters of Credit
can be done by any individual
who can quote an Income Tax
File Mo. I: matters not, whether
he has puid tax for the last two
years or notl, it matters not whether

(Continued on page g)



Jayantha Scmasundaram J

ETT S
The mood

offna was the tinderbox that
Jspurked the communal riots of
August seventy-seven. One year
later however, the Peninsula scems
calm and peaceful but nevertheless
determined. The deepseated resent-
meni that the Peninsula citizen feels
is no Jonger shouted about in
public mectings and displayed in
street corner graffitl but it is there
lirking in the political conscious-
ness of the Jaffna Tamil.

YOGESWARAN, Co-cxistence
i mot poassible.

*“Tamils outside the peninsula

learned, through the riots, that
co-existence is not possible™ said
Mr. V. Yogeswaran, the MP for
Jalfna, “They realised for the
first time that they were virtual
hostages in the South. Many of
them have yet to ‘be gainfully
employed in the MNorth and their
basic material needs have yet to
be met.

“The TULF is the
alternative as far as the Tamils
are concerned. Those who leave
us will gravitate to the extreme
movements, The Tami]l Self Rule
Party will not benefit from defect-
ions from the TULF.

Yet the atmosphere in  the
north is devoid of tension beca-
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moderata”

in Jaffna

use Lhe Police are on the whoele
condueting themszlves weill.
Credit for this is piven to Doug-
las Ranmuthugalla who has been
the Superintendent of Police duri-
ng the recent past. However
there are constant reminders ol
the police-military presence. Trains
and stations in the north are
pairclled by armed policemen
and soldiers. Road-blocks are
maintained at strategic points and
vehicles searched after dark.

The average Jaffna Tamil looks
back on the post-independent his-
tory of the north as one of neg-
lect. **When has the government
in the South invested in edueation
or industry or agriculture in the
North?' asked an educationalist,

“If at all, patronage was chann-
eled through anybody except the
elected  representatives.””  They
point to the fact that in order
to provide for a compaign in
the north, the governmenr merely
commandeered an eXisting school,
Juffna College, and its undergra-
duate section. 1t was arbitary,
wilh books, equipment and furni-
ture being taken over without
understanding being arrived at with
the schoel authorities.

The alienation of the young
people is the most visible evide-
oce  of this alleped neglect.
Middle class youth look to edu-
cation as an opening For empl-
oyment overseas, They have
completely abandoned any thought
of working constructively within
the natiomal economy, They do
not believe that they can make
any contribution to the Tamil
community by staying on, nor
do they feel the slightest obliga-
tion to serve the land of their
birth.

Young men whe do not aspire
to the ranks of the professions,
are also turning their sights over-
seas. The Middle East provides
lucrative employment for this

group. And today one cap see
the fruits of their overseas excur-
sions — the  latest model cars,
clectronic eguipment and modern
houses, Colombo ne longer is
the focal point of  their  lives.
Thus there is growing a psycho-
logical independence from Colo-
mbo, which is a preater threar to
national integrity than all  the
TULF slogans and rhetoric.

Inrernatfonalism or perociiclism ?
“*Workers of the world unire,.. ™

While the TULF talks about
the inevitability of a separate
siate, the advent of the UNP
Government has had a sobering
cffect on the Tamils — particul-
arly the middle class element,
This is a group that has had a
love-hate relationship with the
UNP. Thay are able to identjify
with the  economic chjectives
of the UNP, they can relate
morz to the cosmopolitan  app-
roach of the UNP.

Even Mr. Yogeswaran accepts
that the situation is different
since the UNP came to power.
Before that the TULF represen-
tatives were completely ignored
as far as recommendation for
jobs were concerned. He concedes
that the new constitution is an
advance as far as the Tamil peo-
ple's lanpuage rights are concer-
ned. Bur it is nowhere near
meeting their aspirations. It js
alsp detrimental to Tamil intere-
sts in giving more seats on an
area basis and thus reducing
Tamil representation in parliament.

On the other hand, where the
Diistrict Ministerships are concer-



ned, Mr. Yopgesweran said that

they knew very little about the
powers and functions of such
District Ministers,

When the UNP has periodic-

ally succumbed to communal exi-
remists in the south. the Tamils
have felt berrayed. This was the
kind of artitude that led the
FP to abandon the UNP Govern-
ment in 1968,

But many Tamils Tfeel that
reconcilliation and restitution are
still a possibility. And  they
beleive that 1. R. Jayewardepe is
both a statesman with the inclin-
ation to make concessions to the
Tamils and one who has the
political power 1o do so.

People in Jaffna intellipently
question the viability of the
Falam demand as it stands. For
example some ask, iz it not
absurd to expect the Colombo
Gavernment to  voluntarily split
the country. In  other words,
they see the peaceful and grad-
val road to separation as an
illusion. Poinling to  examples
from history they say that only
a showdown and a fight could
possibly achieve a separate state,
and this the TULF does not
seem to be in favour of.

Other Tamils gquestion the me-
tives and calibre of the advaoca-
tes of separatism. They point 1o
the fact that parrotism iz ofien
the last refuge of the, scoundrel
They pose the guestion; are the
best kind of people really in the
forefront of this strugale? If not,
the kind of leadership that Ealam
will be saddled with, will hardly
be the kind to look forward to.

The minorities among the Tamil
speaking people, that is the
Christians, Muslims, and the dep-
ressed castes, are also anxious
about the kind of treatment they
will receive in a Tamil state.
The Christians particularly are
conscious of their schools and
churches which have links with
the south as well as overseas; an
obscurantist regime, built on ra-
cial slozans. could undermipe
security of the minority groups.

The poor and politically active
elements within the  working
class, are also anxious about

(Continted on page 4}

YWe must be prepared fo make sacrifices.”

We shall convince
the Sinhala people

- Kaii cAnandan

hirty - nine  year old Kasi

Anandan, the TULF firebrand,
has spent several spells in cus-
tody. The last time being a few
months ago when he wrs con-
fined at the Naval Base, Welisara.
The leader of the TULF youth
movement, he unswccessfully con-
tested the Batticaloa sear at the
last General Election. Last week
Kasi Anandan granted an exclu-
sive interview to the Lanka
Cruardian.

Q. What makes the TULF so
determined about a separate state?

A, We can have unity with the
Sinhala pzople only if we have
our own territory and the security
of our power. This is why we
strugele Lo vestore our lost free-
dom, but it is a strupgle that
will lead to more unity and un-
derstanding between  the Sin-
halese and Tamils.

Q. Will not the Sinhalese peo-
ple be alarmed by the demand for
Ealam?

A. We do not hate the Sinha-
lese people nor are we aiming
at harming them or their inter-
ests. We have never fought the
Sinhalese. We seek ipstead to
win over Sinhala public opinion,
so that they will see the legiti-
mecy of our demand, that they
will understand our strugple and

grant us justice. For this we
iust be prepared to make sacri-
fices. And through our dedis
cation and sacrifice we will con-
vince the Sinhala people.

We will convince them that
we are not a minoritys We are
8 scparate people

Q. Do you feel that people
and Goveruments outside Sri Laon-
ka can influence the seiting up
of a separate state?

A. We have taken every op-
portunity to explain our caze to
international public opinien. I
have little faith in the ability
of foreign governments to in-
fluence the situation, but cer-
tainly foreign public  opinion
does count. We have a lot of
sympathy in some foreign count-
riecs where out demands have
been canvassed. As te whether
they give financial support as
well, 1 don’t really know.

Q. Do you think that with the
removal of discrimination in  uni-
versity admission, the frustration
af the Tamil people, particularly
the youth, will subside?

A. Inspite of the Government's
claim to remove standardisation,
we find that the racial compo-
sition of the new entrants, follo-
ws lhe old proportions. We
can't quite fathom what s
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being ‘done. But diserimination
is far from eliminated,

Q. What is your
the so-called Tiger Movement?

A. I am afraid T don't know
anything about it. All I can
say i3 that a Government that
released JYP members who were
convicted of so much viclence
has reacted sternly against those
whose offense seems much less

severe. That’s what 1 eall par-
tiality. Under the provisions of
of this Tiger Act, wanted po-
sters for thirty-eipht of us

were put up, and I was held at
the SLM Base at Welisara for
cne month—] was not given
facilities that people who are
normally in custody enjoy—like
books, and wvisitors.

0. Hoew do you view the am-
mendments te  the Constffurion?
What about the
District Ministerships by the TU-
LF?

A. Things bave gone too far for
constitutional ammendments to
help us. MNor do 1 see much
prospects Jn. the District  Minis-
ters Scheme. 1 don’t think the
TULF will accept these District
Minisierships

The mood in...

{Continued fram pege 3)

their futore, if it comes to a
separate state. Just oulsjde the
Jaffna Residency we saw a poster

which read: Workers of the
World Unite! The slogan  was
international — not parochial.

But the TULF insists that

Ealam will be both secular and
socialist. They point to the elec-
tion of & minority caste member
at the last election on the TULF
ticket as an example of the
TULF's attempt to break thro-
ugh traditional forms of explo-
itation.

The liberalism of the TULF
seems to be tempered by the
role that they are called wpon
to play in the south, as the
leading opposition party in parlia-
ment by their international image

as a depressed but progressive
mincrity.
The TULF Thas very active

branches in MNew York and Lon-
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opinion of

taking up of

uge citizen.

Q. How serious is the agitation
of the TULF youth movement?

A, It is the voung people
who have made the sacrifices
for the liberation of the Tamil
pation. And today they have
become a controlling force with-
in the TULF. They are becom-
ing restless because they ses no
end to the maltreatment of the
Tamils.

Q. What would be the kind of
policy that a separate stafe of
Ealam wonld adopt?

A. We envisaee Falam as a
gsocjialist and  secular state. Ouoe
in which eqgual opportunity will
be made available to cach and
everyone., We will abolish, if ne-
cessary by resort to  legislation,
the so-called caste system.

0. In the meantime dn  you
see the TULF as being able to
do anything comstructive in  the
day te day affairs of the country?

A. Yes, We will strive to
protect the interests of the com-
mon man and oppose any go-
vernment that jeopardises the
rights and interests of the aver-

from
check

don. And public opinion
these cities will act as a
on TULF policies.

In the south the TULF is
asingly called upon the
stands on  national issues.
it will not formelly align
with any Sinhala-dominated
or group in the south.

incre-
take
Yet
itzelf
party

. *We will not  get ourselves
involved with their power strug-
gles", sommed uwp Mr. Yogmes-
waran.
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An LSSP

bastion falls

he battle between the old

leadership of the LSSP and
the rebellious voung turks of the
Party has consisted of a series
of strupgles to wrest control of
the powerful trade wunions that
the Party controls.

In 1974 the first contest took
place in the All Ceylon Motor
Workers® Union—which  yielded
considerable power in the CTB,
The old leaders succeeded in dri-
ving out the rebels who thereopon
formed the Vama (Left) Faction
of the LSSP. Later came the
struggle in the United Corpora-
tion and Mercantile Union whers
the clash between Percy Wickre-
masckera and Vasudeva Nanayak-
kara led to the latter’s expulsion
from the LSSP.

The next major confrontation
will occur later this year at the
conference of the Dumriya Sevaka
Sa_ngama].ra, the key Railway
union.

The Vama group made major
inroads into the Government Cle-
rical Service Union last wvear.
At last month® election they gained
complete control of the LUnion
leadership. The GCSU Secretary,
Gunasena Mabhanama, has complai-
ned that the post-clection GCSU
statement published in the daily
newspapers, was restricted to GCSU
attacks on the reformist LSSP.
But the following sentence had
been deleted:

“The G. C. 5. U, victoryisa
major step on the road to buoild-
ing up this leadership of the
working class and preparing for
direct struggles apgainst this faseist-
minded government. Hence, the
forces that have really suffered a
defeat are the reactionary capita-
list interests that stand hehind
J. R. and the U, N. P, and their
imperialist overlords.”



Abu Nidhal on The

by Mervyn de Silva

Hls name 15 Abu  Nidhal, a
mom de  guerre. His  real
name is Sabry Al-Banna. When
Said Mammani, the PLO repres-
entative in Britain and a very
popular figure in  Arab circles
in  London was murdered in
January 1his year, the name Abu

Nidhal sprang into the head-
lines. In 1he ‘Times’, London,
a front page article described

him, with Dr. Wadi Haddad, as
the world's “*foremost  exponent
of pure, unbridled terrorism.”
Already in Januvary, Dr. Haddad,
operational chief of Dr. George
Habash's leftwing Palestinian Po-
pular Front, was dying of can-
cer to lzave the field open to
Abu Nidhal.

Last  moath, the  “Sunday
Times' {Londen) offered him the
same accolade, slightly re-phrased
when it wrote in an  article
headlined **Why Palestinian feu-
ding brings terror to London
and Paris.” He was called the
world’s “prime exponent of pure,
unrestrained  terrorism.™ Press
and TV. the news agencies and
news magazines pave him  top
billing as the “terror® spread
from London aud Paris and
across 1he seas to Islamabad.
‘War among the terrorists'  was
“ Newsweek's” headline while Ren-
ter wun-typicaliy titllating para-
ded ‘war among the spooks.’

Who is Abu Nidhal and what
does he stand for? In April
1975. Abu. Nidhal, then a man
very much in the shadows, gave
mes what was probably the first
imterview granted to a mnon-Arab
journzlist. This narticle is  based
on motes made during that dis-
cassion and on another specially
written for and distribuled by
“Gemini Features™, an  affiliate
of the “Guardion”. London.

“The trouble my friend is
this ...... The desire 1o throttle

International news

Other

the the Palestinjan revolution is
not only the greatest desire of
the Zionist stale which hates us
so much but the secret longing

of the reactionary forces i the
Arab world who also fear the
fires of revolution.....We were
massicred in Jordan, and they
will try to do it again in
Lebanon but we will  go on
fighting. They will have no
peace as long as we  have no
Jjustice........."t

The speaker was Abu  Nidhal,
leader of the Baghdad-based
Arab Liberation Froni, now po-
pularly known as “Black June.'
Abu Midhal, was talking to me

in  his office in a Baghdad
suburb., It is his living quartcrs
too,

Thoueh the' conversation took
place three years apo  current
developments in the area aive
an even keener edpe to Mr.
Nidhal's rematkably frank com-
ments on  the tactics of the
Palestinian Left. [t also throws,
1 think, a clearer light on the
interesting and, I befieve. incre-
asingly important role of Iraq,
the  country which chose 1o
grant  him  sancioary. As  the
Syrian army, camouflaged as an
*Arab League presence’, secks 1o
impose  jis will on hoth  the
Lebanese and Palestinian Left,
the radical activists of the Pale-
stinian resistance have begun a
hazardous trek from Beirut to
Baghdad, perhaps their last re-
fuge. And this road does not go
through Geneva.

It was Mr. Nidhal, in fact,
who introduced me to the word
‘Genevarist.” I heard it as 'Gue-

varist.' Observing my  puzzle-
ment Mr. Nidhal hastened to
explain. Unsure of his English,

which I, found more than ade-
quate, he had to enlist the help
of the twe men whe accom-
panied me Abu Hassan, a Pales-

tinian journalist who had been
wounded in aetien in the Blacgk
September massacre in  Jordam,
and Peter Yusuf, a contributing
editor of *Af Thawra', (Revolution),
the rulling Bauth party’s official
organ.

‘Genevarist’ is an in-jibe aj-
med ut those Palestinians who
think that Geneva can give them
that *state” which thirty years

of suffering in exile and strug-
gle did not. Interrupting a
somewhat long winded explan-
ation from one of my comp-
anions, Abu Nldhal said that
the world in their vocabulary
stood for a “compromiser.”
And today’s compromiser, he

adds with a flash of anger, is
tomorrow's traitor.

D¥d he include Yasser
in this treacherous company?
Abu Nidhal has no reason to
love the PLO leader.

A group  commander of
Fatah, Abu Nidhal had broksn

Arafat



away from the PLO's main
fighting arm after a violent dis-
pute with Arafat over tactics
and stratepy. Arafat had  tried
him in absentia and sentenced

him to death in 1974, The
seotence still stands.

The principal point of dis-
agreement, he told me, was
about Palestinian relations with
ssreactiopary -Arab states.” Abu
Nidhal refused to accept the
potion of “Arab unity* in the
context of the Arab world’s
present “level of development

and political consciousness.” To
him, Arab unity is a myth.
He argued therefore for a  two-
front struggle—against Israel and
at the same time, against ‘‘the
other encmy.”” The other encmy
is a blanket phrase for those
feudal, backward and reaction-
ary elements in the Arab world
whose fundamental interests lie
with the US and the West, and
whose concern for the Palestini-
an cause is hypocrilical, rhetori-
cal or, at best, marginal.

Abu Midhal shot into promi-
nence as' leader of an “indepen-

dent guerilla group with  his
spectacular  raid on  WNahariya,
the horel district on the Tel

Aviv coastline. It was the first
sea—borne commando attack on
Istaeli  territory. The Israelis,
who hate to see somebody else
imitate their own speciality, were
so incensed that they burnt the
bodies of the guerillas and threw
them in the sireet from a hotel bal-
cony. !

Though surprised that Mr, Ni-
dhal should admit responsibility
for this raid to a foreign journ-
alist, Mr. Abu Al-Adil, the PLO
representative here in Colombo,
confirmed Abu Nidhal’s claim.
Ambassador Al-Adil, who knows
Abu Nidhal extremaly well, (*'I
have known him as my brother
for manv vears'') now considers
Abu Nidhal's recent activities as
divisive and dangerous.

And these *‘activities”, of co-
urse, have been focussed on
“the other enemy.” With Syria
and Jordan as the main targets,
the Black June group launched
attacks on Arab  embassies
abroad, on top tourist hotels in
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Amman  and Damascus, aod
most dramatic of all, the at-
tempt to ambush the Syrian Fo-
reign  Minister M™Mr. Khaddam,
President Assad's Mo. 1 negoti-
ator and the key figure in the
Syrian ‘solution’ to the Labanese
crisis-

When [ drove to Mr Abu
Nidhal's modest office’ in a
Baghdad suburb, there were no
melodramatics. A solitary guard
carrying an A-K 47 stood out-
side on the steps leading from a
street where some children were
playing. Escorted into a base-
ment  and  then, after a  few
minutes, up some winding star-
ways, 1 entered a sparsely fur-
nished room which looked more
an improvised undergraduate’s
digs than a guerilla’s operational
centre. But for two things: the
picture of Palestinian marlyrs on
the wall and, by the bedside, a
pistol in its holster.

] regard Geneva as a  tool,
not a goal. Certainly not for us
Palestinians”  he sald. Whose
tool? *Geneva"’ he answered “is
a diplomatic instrument, the in-
strument of the U. 8., the big
powers, some Arab states and
even of some Palestinian leaders.
You asked me about Yasser Ara-
Fat. Well, it looks as if he isa
tool, too.”

What was his objection to ne-
gotiations in principle. After all,
eyen the N.L.F. talked to the
Ameticans in Paris and didn't
the Palestinian radicals cherish ihe
idea of being the Vietnamese of
the Middle East?

Abu Nidhal took care to phrase
his reply. “MNo outside force ejec-
ted the Victnamese from their
homeland. Yes, thce country was
physically divided; yes, there were
two governments, 2 government of
the Vietnamese people and a pup-
pet regime, and there was foreign
intervention, impetialist aggression,
But mnobody created a “siate’” for
some oulside force on Victna-
mese soil.  When a Palestinian sits
at the same table as his enemy,
the Zionist usurper, Israel pains

what it has sought wvainly for
pearly thirty years. Recognition.
He wins recognition not only

from Arab states but from the

the DPalestinian on
whose land he has created his
state. So you see that Vielnam
is not n pood example in this
matter. The laws of conflict and
liberation struggle follow a certain
pattern, it is true, but the ohje-
ctive conditions, as we under-
stand them, are different here™

Palestinians,

Abu Nidhal's views ona Pales-
tinlan state carved out of the
West Bank or West PBank and
Guza are equally wncompromising.
He eaid: *“Look at the U. N
partition plan and see how much
land they offered us then and
thst was more thao a quarter
century ago. That too was a
state. The Palestinians rejected it
The Arab people rejected it. What
will they offer us now? A siate
with much less than hall that
land, and after thiriy years, afler
all that has happened to our
people, a whole generation, you
expect us to say ‘yes' now?™

Those Palestinians who [avour
the idea of a ‘state’. however
circumscribed its territorial limits,
justify it as a first step, as a
‘liberated zone' which can be ex-
tended later. Abu Nidhal scoffs
at this view. Far from being a
liberated zone, he told me, itwill be
a puppet regime which lives under
Isracli and Jordanian guns.

Since he mentioned “the big
powers’, 1 asked him about the
Soviet role. Would not the pre-

sence of the USSR, as Co-Chair-
man of the Geneva conference,
prevent a total sell-out of the
Palestinians? An  ironic  smile
played on his lips. My fiiend"’
he said, “I won’t lecture you on
Soviet middle-east policy but I'll
tell you something that i= no
secret. Among us Palestinian re-
volutionaries, the prestizce of the
Soviet Union is sometimes as high
as my reputation in Tel Aviv.

If what seems more and more
a well-orchestrated move for a
Geneva conference is  activated,
men like Abu Nidhal and George
Hebash of the PELP will play
the part of de-stabilisers. But
their capacity for such de-stabilis-
ation will be relative to the
logistical support they receive from
an Arab state. Iraq has all the



qualifications. It is in Baghdad
that Sadat is om ‘‘trial” as a
traitor to the Arab people.

After Lebanon, Palestinian ha-
tred, once directed at Jordan,
whose Premier was murdered in
Cairo, made Syria its main tar-
get. Irag's quelification to play
the role of patron to the in-
creasingly homeless and hounded
Palestinian Left has a securer
foundation than the long and
bitter Baathist feud with the
rival faction inm Syria. It has
never recognised larael, it has
never agreed to cease-fires or
sipned agreemcnts and it did not
even vote for the UM Resolution
242 still the most widely accept-
able basis for Arab-Israel negotia-
tions.

Irag fully endorses  Abu
Nidhal's view that the proposed
Palestinian state will be a “*pup-
pet state'. Irag’s Deputy Foreign
Minister, Mr. Mohammed EI-
Amin told this correspondent that
“apy Palestinian state carved out
of territory conceded by Tsracl
at the negotiating table will come
into legal existence with the con-
sent of Isragl, and the United
States, It will live by the grace
of its creators, and the blessings
also of some Arab states. 1t can
never have an independent exis-
tence.”

Conceding that the Iraqi posi-
tion isf 8 minority view, Mr, El-
Amin observed: *“But itis never-
theless a view which reflects the
trie aspirations of the Palestinians
and the Arab masses. Those who
want to march to Geneva, who-
ever they may be, do not repre-
sent the authentic sentiments of the
Arab nation.

“Palestinnian  sentiment™ ex-
plains Abu Hassan who is a
member of the Palestinian Natig-
nal Council {(a sort of Parliament
in-exile) has an amazing mobility

‘a new balance of forces

and moves from le=ader to leader,
group to group, with each event
and issue. S0 let's see what
happens when the question of
Geneva and possible betrayal s
placed hefore  the Palestinian
people.”

The PELP adopts the most do-
ctrinal approach (o the
issue. An official spokesman ap-
alysed the present situation in
Marxist terms:

whole

“While Geneva isa praduct of
in this
area, the fundamental
of the US is to help
the Arab and  petit
bourgeoisic into a pro-imperialist
comprador class which will thwart
the Arab revolution and cometo
terms with Israe]™,

objective
convert
national

*The focus of the pglobal
struggle is here, not Indo-China
as the Americans wrongly believ-
ed nor Africa or Lalin America”,
says the Director of the newly
established Centre for Palestine
Studies.” Oil, Israel, the Medit-
erranean and the Indian Ocean
will make that strusgle shnlrpcr

and more complex in the next
few years. And Palestine is at
the heart of it all.**

What if the PLO officially
approves the idea of a Geneva
meeting once its modalities are
settled and Palestinian participa-
tion gearantesd?

Abu Nidhal's answer was cer
tainly worth recording. ““What

happended to the Farouks, the
Nuri es-Saids, and Sheshaklis...?
The people know how to deal
with traitors.™

Palistan

Playing the
CENTO card
Mgflcginﬁfri:d : b}llﬁaul;! le.:gt:rco:j;

in Pakistan on the solemn pledge
of a rapid restoration of parlia-

mentary democracy and “*‘clean
elections™, General Zia is still
busy trying to give his martial

law administration a civilian fa-
cade. Last week he appointed seve-
ral politicians of the P M.A . the
main opposition to Mr. Bhurto's
PPP. into a government that is
actually run by soldiers and civil
servants, But the P.N.A, iz as
badly divided as the country it-
setfl and the introduction of a
few known rightwingers into a
government thatis controlled by a
general, a Sandhurst prototype
and a self-confessed ‘rightist’, will
only help dramatise the emerging
coulition of the armed forces, the
top bureaucracy and the civilian
conservatives, Given the strong
roots  of ‘Bhuttoism’, (with or
without Bhutto) in the Punjab
and Sind, the regionalist pulls of
the other provinces, notably Balu-
chistan, the opposition of radical
opinion grouped in the Demo-
cratic Alliance and the worsening
economic conditions, thiz ad hoe
alliance will remain both unrepre-
sentative and unpopular.

A few weeks apo, a ll-nation
Aid Pakistan consortium rejectad
Pakistan’s request for 2 million
tonnes of wheat and called for a
mare convincing account of its
agricultural failures. The govern-
ment’s own memorandum  stated:
“it would not be possible for
Pakistan to import 2.3 million
tonnes out of its own cash foreign
exchange resources without sub-
jecting  its already  precarious
balanee of payments position to
severe stresses and strains and
without disrupting its develap-
ment efforts®, :

The economic difficulties, popu-
lar discontent and political ten-
sions kept under control only by
stern  martial law decrees and
military tribunals have made Gene-
ral Zia's dilemma a desperate-one.
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He can only torn to Pakistan’s
traditional aid-givers to bale him
out. But liberal opinion in the
West has been scandalized by
public hangings, whipping and
‘khaki’® justice. Some Islamic do-
nors like Libya are equally in
censed over what is clearly the
army’s intention to' destroy Mr.
Bhutto.

Pakistan-watchers in Delhi attach
special significance therefore to
Islamabad's moves in external
affairs. The Indian Lok Sabha
has discussed atiempts at planned

infiltration in Jammu and Kash-
mir. They have also noted Pakis-

tani propaganda against the new
regime in Kabul. Is there an
attempt to de-stabilise the new
government of Afghanistan? Wes-
tern, Iranian, Saudi Arabian and
Pakistani concern over the change
in Kabul is well known,

Pakistan which joined Iran and
Saudi Arabia in giving military
assistance to a Somalia that in-
vaded Ethiopia’s Ogaden province
would dearly love to receive en-
hanced finameial and arms aid
from the West and Irau.‘

“So Pakistan is now playing
thz CENTO card™® says one
Delhi-based Asian ambassador. He
was referring te ‘signals’ from
Islamabad that it would be in
Pakistan’s interest to leave CENTO,
the US-sponsored military alliance.
The rhetorical gesture was timed
for Pakistan's diplomatic effort
to enter the nop-aligned movement.
At Belgrade, it was accorded the
lowest-level status of ‘guest’, not
observer. Senior noo-aligned dip-
lomats who met in Belgrade
agreed that the °‘CENTO card’
was in fact played for the bene-
fit of US, Iran and Saudi Arabia,
and the expected reward was more
money and arms.

-t

Are there political

“Shit, shir, shit thar dumb son
of a bitch has done it again...”

his unguarded outburst came

from a Cyrus Vance aide when
maverick Ambassador Andy Young's
candid iInterview with the Paris
newspaper “Le Matin" touched on
‘thousands of political prisoners, in
the U. 5- The dust has pow
settled on thut brouhaha but not
before the Soviet media, engaged
in furious tit-for-tat with the wes-
tern press over the recent Soviet
trials, had pounced on Mr. Young's

pive-away propaganda gift with
undersiandable glee, and Mr,
Young’s own critics, an ever-
increasing tribe, had called for
his blood,

Mr. ¥Young survived his lalest
caper. As Congressman John

Conyers{Republican) explained; =If
Carter wanls to throw away his
fast-diminishing chances of re-
election, all he has to do i 1o
fire Andy™. DBesides, Ambassador
Young has done a remarkable
job for the US aod the West by
winning over some African radi-
cals, like Anpgola, and paving the
way for the WNamibia settlement
negotiated by the Western Big 3
in the Security Council.

Franch Connection

While the remark on political
prisoners proved abrasive to domes-
tic opinion, much less publicised
were Mr. Young's comments on
the French exercise in ‘“‘paratroop
imperialism'’ in Zaire. It rippsd
off the mask of sanctimony which
the French cleverly used in pre-
senting the operation as an att-
empt to save the lives of in-
nocenit Europeans who were being
callously butchered by  the
Katangan rebels.

He said that the French inter-
vention was not motivated by
humanitarian concerns but a de-
sire to protect their own econo-
mic interests, France, he added,
has very fruitful neo-colonial re-
lationships in Africa which help
France overcome her balance of
payments problems.

prisoners in US?

; i
Andrew Young

Meanwhile the more serious-
minded American press has taken
Ambassdor Young's provocalive
remark as un observation that
merits investigation. Angela Davis
once said that in the final analy-
sis all black prisoners are politi-
cal prisoners and Mr. Young him-
self was jailed for organising a
civil rights demonstration.

Th;. Cﬁfiﬂfﬂﬂ Science Maonitor
published its findings:

But Ambassador Young, ela-
borating later on his remark, of-
fered a broader definition of poli-
tical prisoners” as “people who
are in prison much more because
they are poor than because they are
bad.”

If such persons can be constru-
ed as *‘‘political prisoners’, - and
they would not be under the us-
ual definition of that terim - thep
correctional statistics suggest that
here Mr. Young may be on soun-
der ground.

Recent studies, including some
by the federal pgovernment, indi-
cate that substantial pumbers—per-
haps even a majority—of theinmates
of American local jails end up
there because of lack of money
for bail, for fines, or for an ade-
quate defense.



Many held awaiting trial

A national jail census by the
Justice Department’s Law En-
forcement Assistance  Administrat-
ion (LEAA)} several years apo
found 52 percemt of prisoners
were pretrial detainees being held
lor trial because they had [ailed
1o post bail.

That adds up to more than
E3.000 prisoners, a figure on the
generous  side of Ambassador
Young's estimate of “hundreds,
even perhaps thousands,” if these
ar¢ the kinds of prisoncrs to
whom he was referring.

Other reasons for persons being
confined in jail, as shown by
surveys, also have economic roots.

These include :

MNonpayment of court - imposed
fines (under which estimated thou-
sands of persons, mostly indigents,
arc jailed each year).

.

Criminal nonsupport of one's
family (alimony and child suppert
offenders have constituted as
much as mearly 7 percent of the
inmates in at least one state's
jail system).

Civil contempt sentences for nan-
payment of debts.

Lack of a Tawyer at a bond
hearing (studies show that most
defendants go unrepresented, al-
theugh having a lawyer doubles
the chances for release).

Half of those jailed are poor

Nearly one-half of Americans
who land in jail are poor. An-
olher recent study by the LEAA
found that 45 percent of inmates
did not earn a poverty-level in-
come in the year before their
arresls,

“American jails operate prim-
arily as catch-all asylums for poor
people,” claims Ronald Goldfarb,
& Washington lawyer, former Jus-
lice Duvpartment lawyer, and au-
thor of a recent book on jails,
“The wvast majority of persons in
jail are there because they cannot
atford to buy their way out of
their predicament.”

The federal prisons, too, appear
to lock up a disproportionate
share of low-sconomic-status “street
criminals.’”

A recent study by the U. S,
attorney’s office in New York
City indicated that while persons
convicied of “*white collar™ cri-
mes stood only a 36 percent
chance of going to prison, the
figure rose to 53 percent for nomn-
viclent “street” crimes and 80
percent for violent ‘strest’ cirmes. @

Letters ...
{Continued from page r)

he is a tax defanlter, In fact
the numaber quoted is never checked
with the Inland Revenue Depart-
ment, nor is documentary proof
required that tax has been paid.

There have been instances where
importers with bad recerds with the
Bank (even convictions for cheat-
ing) have very easily opened Letters
of Credit for several lakhs of
rupees—on minimal margins at that!

This liberalization of imports
must be carefully examined. All
importers must be required to
praduce documeniary evidence of
payment of tax before they are
allowed to open Letters of Credir.
If this is not done genuine import-
ers will have to compete with

crocks and cheats and also the good
name of the trade in Sri Lanka
will be speiled.

Mugegoda. F. D. Schoorman

The role of mass media

The C. D. M. writing on rice and
flour on 21-3-1978 had sprung
lwo surprises on its readers. In
its own words they are as follows:

*It is surprising how universal
its use has become and how
commanplace it is to find the
whiteman's staple dist in the remo-
test village boutique in this  coun-
try. It is cven more surprising to see
how ready we are to consume
bread often made from flour of
poor quality, stale from long
months of shipment across thous-
ands of miles, of lying in the

harbour, or in various
around the country.”

stores

This Ekind of writing besides
being a downright insult to the
intelligence of the readers of this
country, serves little or no purpose
in trying to make the people
change their food habits. People
understand the predicament of a

government that has  to find
scarce foreign exchange for the
import of wheat flour among

other things and at the same time
undertake massive development
projects like the accelerated Maha-
veli scheme.

Mass media in this country must
take the people inte their confi-
dence and speak the truth quite
frankly. Then only could it be
said that the mass media has
understood its role.

Panadura. ¥. K. Wijeratne

Import stampede

They way importers have rush-
hed in to import goods which
can be made in Sri Lanka and
are already being made only de-
picts the collosal stupidity of
some Sri Lankans, Mo imported
battery  ever came up to the
standard of seme batteries made
here in regard to length of ser-
vice and efficiency. So is it re-
garding reliability of most goods
like refrigerators, radios etc. In
Sri Lanka, which is still a deve-
loping country more poor than
rich—the people are more utility
conscious than fastidious.

The main drawback of indust-

rial development in Sri Lanka
was lack of sufficient industry,
one in each provingce at least,

and greater competition of it.
The District Development Coun-
cil type of indusiry can work
and will be a4 success if it comos
off its own bat, collecting its
own Tevenue and spending and
developinz on it

Colombo 7: A, E. Gunawardena
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P

Kapilavastu relics — some questions for scholars

by a Speclal Correspondent

he relics discovered in 1897

by a British engineer named
Willisam Claxton Peppe in the ruins
of a stupa at a place called Piprahwa
in the Basti District of Uttar
Pradesh ip India were contained
in two steatite vases. One carrying
an inscriptian stating that the
relics contained therein were the
relics of the Blessed One, the Buddha,
deposited there by some Sakyans.
Though scholars have gquestioned
the accuracy of this interpretation
of the inscription, it has been
generally - accepted that the relics
are gepuine telics of the Buddha.
These well-attested relics- of the
Buddha, however, were offered to
the King of Siam by the Govern-
ment of India for distribution in
1898, but whether these relics in
fact were sent to Siam as proposed
cannot be ascertained.

The relics exhibited in Sri Lanka
were discovered at the same stupa
at Piprahwa, butat a Jower level
and in 1972, 1o be exact on the 20th
of March of that year by K. M.
Srivastava, Superintending Archae-
ologist. Archasological Sdrvey of
India, Excavations Branch, Napgpur
1. In 1971 Mr. Srivastava staried
hisexcavation of the site at Piprahwa
already excavated by Peppe, and a
detailed investigation of the site
was undertaken in 1972. ‘This is
how Srivastava describes his own
investigation :  *“During the course
of this operation an earlier ring
of burnt bricks came ‘to light be-
low the sguare base, and the earlier
ring appeared to be the brick-edged
outline of an earlier sfupa.

“The discovery of the said earlier
ring was n further step in the
direction. of finding earlier and
-original relics. A small trench was
therefore sunk in the north' eastérn
quadrant of the stupawhich revealed
interssting features. An outline of
the shaft bored by Peppe could
be easily observed now... Intrigucd
by the earlier ring the present
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writer directed the small trench to
b= taken further below the poinmt
where Peppe had stopped. As a
result two  burni-brick chambers
were discovered at a depth of six
meters from the extant top of tha
stupa.

“That the specific purpose of
the brick chambers was to keep
sacred objects became apparent
from the nature of their cop-
struckion. A soap slone casket
and a red-ware dish placed close
to each other were observed in
the northern chamber after the top
three courses of brick were rem-
oved. The dish was covered Dy
another dish of the same type
which had broken into three pieces,
Both the soap stone casket and
the dish wers carefully packed with
the heip of bricks and brickbats.
The mmaximum diameter of  the
casket is 7 cms.  And that of the
dish 26 cms. It conmained fragmenis
of charred bone.  The contents of
the dish could not be distinguished
because it was badly smashed and
was filled with earth. There were,
however, no bone fragments in it

“Thz position of thecasket and
the dishes were (sic) different in
the southern brick chamber. Twao
dishes of the same type and size
as in the northern chamber, were
placed just below the topmost
course of brick. Both dishes were
reduced to fragments. When two
more courses of brick were removed
another soap stone casket, bigger
in size, came to light. The lid
of the casket had been broken.
The maximum diamcter of the
casket is 9 cms and the height
16cms, On the removal of the earth
which filled the casket, charred bones
were found inside™,

The above passages have been
quoted frem an  article’ entitled
*Buddha’s Lost Town of Kapilavastu
Tdemtified’ by X. M. Srivastava, the
oflicer who discovercd these relics
and accompanied them to Sri Lanka

a few weeks age, The ariicle may
be regarded as the definitive state-
ment on the discoveries at Piprahwa,
appeared in the Vishveshvara and
and Indological Journal, Panjab
University, Vol. XV, Pt.1, in March,
1977. It is these ‘charred bones’
Mr. Srivasiava har brought to Sri
Lanka claiming them to be relics
of the Buddha without adduocing
even a semblance of proof of their
identity and  thereby  misleading
thousands of unquestioning Budd-
histz of 8ri Lanka to pay homage
to them in the sipcere belief that
they are authentic relies of the
Buddha. In the artiele from which
I have quoted some passages above
there is not even a faint suggestion
that the relice Mr. Srivastava
discovered at Piprahwa may possi-
bly be those of the Buddha. It
will be-noted that between the
discovery of these relics in March
1972—there Is no doubt that they
are the relics of some Buddhist
saint—and the publication of Mr.
Srivastuva's article in March 1977
there was a period of five long
years in which he could have given
careful thought to the full impli-
cations of his discovery at Piprahwa
and if he was convinced that there
was slfficient evidepee to consider
the—*charred bones® he brought to
light at Piprahwa to be genuine
relics of the Buddha he could bave
easily incorporated his  evidence
in the article referred to above,

In fact as far as the present
writer is aware the first time that
Mr. Srivastava claimed the charred
bones he lound at Piprahwa to be
relics, of the Buddha was at Madras
on his way to Colombo with the
relics, (Madras “ Hindu'" of 22 April
1978). Then when a week had
elapsed after the relics had been
received in Colombo with unpreced-
ented religious fervour by thousands
and thousands of Buddhists of
Sri Lanka, Mr. Serjvastava gave
full vent to his belated joy in
discovering the relics at Piprahwa



five years earlier. “The Sunday
Observer’” of the 30 April, 1978
reported as follows: ‘**Indian arch-
acologist Krishne Srivastava, 1o
whom we owe the discovery of the
Kapilavasiu relics now being venera-
ted by millions of Buddhists in the
country, said his “joy knew no
bounds’ when he finally released
the bone fragmenis of Gautama
Buddha from the tightly packed
burnt brick encasements in which
the Sakyas had placed them afler
the cremation at Kushinagar {Kus-
inara) .....Mr. Srivasiava, a Hindu
by birth, is convinced, so he said
with & smile that hid more than
the- camera eye could catch, that
something more than dead accuracy
guided him to the relic chamber.”
Apparently divine intervention was
aiding scientilic archaeology.

There is no conclusive proof
whatever to demonsirate that the
relics discovered by Srivastava at
Piprahwa uare relics of Buddha
Guautama or of any other Buddha,
The mere fact that well-authenti-
cated relics of the Boddha had
been discovered at Piprahwa in the
same stupa some eighty years
earlier cannot be regarded a3
conclusive proof that the relics
uncarthed by Srivastave are also
relics of the Buddha. Inthe abs-
ence of any conelusive proof such
as an inscription as in the casse
of the relics discovered by Peppe
in 1897, to describe the relics
discovered by Srivastavar as relics
of the Buddha would bz only a
simple presumption, and presump-
tion is mo snbstitute for proof.
Whaever the authority that was
responsible for the phwsical des-
patch of the Pipmhwa relics to
Sri Lanka did not himself believe
that the relics that were being
despatched to Sri Lanka were those

of the Buddha, for the plague
affixed to the glass case con-
taining the relic caskets reads:

HOLY RELICS FROM THE
STUPA AT PIPRAHWA. There
is no mention of Buddha relics
nor of Kapilavastu! (for a picture
of the glass case see “ Sunday Obser-
ver'’ of 25 ‘April 1978,

Mow we come to the question of
the identification of Kapilavastu.
This is a matter that should engage
the atrention of the government
of Sri Lanka, which, according to

press reports, proposss to erect a
shrine at Piprahwa to house the
relics discoversd there by Mr.
Srivastava, apparently in the Ffull
belief that the larter's identification
of Piprahwa as the ancient Kap-
ilavasiu, the home town of Lord
Buddha, 15 supported by con-
clusive evidence.

Even as early as the discovery
of relics at Piprahwa by Pepps,
the suggestion had been made by
scholars that the site represented
the aneient city of Kapilavastu,
where the Buddha's corporeal relics
had been enshrined as reported in
Pali texts. Accerding to another
tradition some [ater-day Sakyans,
the clan to which the Buddha
belonged, had also been inhumated
at Kapilavastu. However no con-
clusive evidence has been adduced
to identify  Piprahwa with the
ancient Kapilavastu,

Mr. Srivastava's identification
tests on the discovery of some
sealings and the Inscribed lid of
a pot in a building to the east
of the stupa at Piprahwa. The
sealings which number about forty
carry impressions in Brahmi charac-
ters of about the first or the
second eentury of the Christian
era. either the words “Om Devaputra-
vihare Kapilavastu-Biilsu-sanghaf |-
the Kapilavastu Bhikshu community
of the Devaputra-vihara—or the
words, ‘Maha-Kapilavast Bhiksu-
sanghal’, the Bhikshu community
of Maha-Kapilavastu, Somesealings
carry the names of individual monks.
This evidence is, however, nat
adequate to identify Piprahwa with
the ancient Kapilavastu. IF it is
accepted without question that the
sealings and the engraving of
the inscription on the pot were
done at Piprahwa, then certainly
it wouid follow that Piprahwa is
identical with the ancient Kapila-
vastu. But it is more likely, as
has been pointed out by J. Ph.
Vogel, a Dutch scholar of internat-
ional repute, in a parallel case,
that these articles were made else-
where, the sealings being made to
secure packets and parcels to be
despatched to other places. The
inseribed pot may indeed have
been one of the articles so sealed
and sent to Piprahwa from a place
known as Kapilavastu.

The parallel case I refer to is
the attempted identificatlon of
present-day ¥asia in Utta Pradesh
in India with the ancient city of
Kusinara where the Buddha passed
away ‘and where his remains were
cremated by the Malla princes,
General Alexander Cunningham,
one of the best known pioneers
of Indian Archaeclogy, was the
first to moot this idea, and he
was later supported by distinguished
scholars sueh as Wineent A, Smith,
the distinguished historian. Later
on the idea gained further support
by the discovery in the ruins of
two monasteries excavated at Kasia

. of over 500 clay scalings, most of

them in fragments. On some of
these  sealings appear  Sanskrit
words equivalent to the phrase,
“of the community of Bhikshus of
the Mahaparinirvana-caity". 1t is
on the basis of these sealings that
scholars, amomg them the dis-
tinguished hisiorian  Vincent A,
Smith, sought to identify Kasia
with the ancient city of Kusinara.
However it was left to- Vogel to
point out the defects in their
arguments. Let me quote Vogel's
own words: “*As long as the use
of these documents has not been
ascrertained, it is -impossible to
decide whether their evidence tends
to disprove Cunningham’s theory.
If they belong to the spot where
they were found—and the variety
of their dates and uniformity of
their legends seem to point to
that conclusion—they would vindi-
cate Cunningham's identification.
If on the other hand, they were
attached to letters and parcels—
and this seems to be the most
likely use they were put to—they
would place beyond deoubt that
the convent of the Great Decease
is to be souzht elsewhere. At
present the only fact which ean
= deduced from them with certainty
is that there flourished a monastic
establishment on the spot of the
Buddha's Nirvana between ¢ 400and
c 9200 A. D, and that there existed
another convent at the place of
his cremation from ¢ 400 to 600
A.D. at least”. The second part
of the last sentence in the passage
gquoted above refers to a few
sealings which contain the name
Sri  Makutabandha, where the

(Continued on page 29)
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| The Arts

Puran Appu: Who is

iTh:n‘. has to be a catch,” I
thought to myself during
the intermission, after the efiec-
tive and distinctly saditious first
half of * Veera Puran Appuo .
Consider: An imperialist powet
acting through its lecal puppets
imposes severe economic burdens
on the masses. The masses
attempt a peaceful prolest and
arc brutally beaten down. Then
they sink regional and caste dif-
ferences and tise up against the
oppressors in an armed struggle
for national liberation.........

Strong stuff — espscially in
these days of  the GCEC, Den-
nis Hopper and Johannes Witte-
veen, oot to mention sections
158 and 157. So there simply
had to be a catch somewhere,
though it wasnt in the first
half of the film, which was
very well paced and presented
from the powerful opening
sequences onwards. ~ The ambush
sprung by the wandering min-
strel troup; the court sequences
which  reveals imperialist . leg-
ality’s travesty of justice; the
gradual transformation of the ban-
dit into a  revolutionary”leader
sinking his roots among th-
people of the area to whom he
is initially a stranger; the utter-
ly futile attempt at peaceful
protest apainst an armed oppres-
sor leading the people to the
inescapable conclusions that ar-
med struggle is the omnly way
oul—these processes are vividly
and swiftly sketched upto mid-
way of the film. Tissa Abey-
sekera’s portrayal of Kudapola
Unnange (part Machiavelli, part
Richelien) iz  little short of
brilliant,

The catch was there alright.

The pre-intermission phase of
the movie paralleled ths pre-
insurrectionary phase and the

film's ending in a rifle crack
which iz lesz a bang than =a
whimper, The rebel army mar-
ches off to battle to the tune
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Presemilng the perition,
of sume petty chauvisinlstic jing-
les, like the Land Development

Corps or whatever marching off
to phase 1 of the Accelerated

Mahaweli Seheme.  Except in
the storming of a {rather small)
fortress, the rebel 1rcops are
mede out to  be non-heroes,

To give but a single example,
they surround a Kachcheri and
continue to hop agitatedly out-
side its fence until Puran char-
ges in, There is a particulary
dispusting scene where the pea-
sant soldiers indulge in a drun-
ken baila session. After a fow
unconvincing skirmishes, the re-
bels are routed and the survi-
wving handful desert Our Hero.
The only redeeming feature in
the second portion of the [ilm
are the graphic scenes of repres-
sion conducted by the imperialists
and their local puppet troops.

Lester James Peiris thus ne-
gates achievements of the open-
ing passages of his movie. To

A seene from the [l “Veere Puran Appu.

the real hero?

quote an old Cuban proverb, he
destroys wilh his feet what he
created  with  his  hands. Not
only does he reveal a weak
grasp of historical reality, but
also-a contempt for the masses.
The rebellion of 1848 initially
succeeded 1o such an extent that
the. British were on the verge of
evagcuating the country. The re-
bel forces however had to de-
fend and held the sizeable terri-
tories they had liberated, thus
wurping . from the offensive to
the defensive and as Engels said
the: defensive is the death of
the revolution. The balance of
forces on a world scale was so
favourable to Imperialism  that
defeat was inevitable.  Massive
reinforcemets  were brought in
from India, savage repression
unleashed and the rebellion was
crushed with the help of feudal
collaborations.

The film
the reasons

ignores this, seeks
for. the uprising's



initial success in Puran Appu's
personal heroism while locating
the failure of the rebellion in
the wvacillation and  capitul-
ationism of his followers. The
film does not focus on the
collective nature of the struggle,
the daily personal lives and
clfforts in  battle of ihe oiher
combatants. Here we can nega-
tively contrast this  movie with
ancther  film  with a stromgly
similar historical setting-—'Quei-
mada’ (BURN). This movie
which ran at the Savoy around
2—3 years ago starred Marlon
Brando and was directed by
Gillo Pontecorvo with screenplay
by Franco Solinas, incidently
the same pair thar made the
‘Battle of  Algiers’. Dealing
with a slave revolt in the West
Indies and i's crushing by the
British in almost the same his-
torical period as the 1848 re-
belliopn in Ceylon, it aveids all
the pitfalls that Lester has suce
cumbed to and succeeds brillj-
antly dn portraying the mass
nature of the struggle "as  well
as the individual contributtion
of personalities and the objective
circumstances thatlead to the defleat,

But Lester James Peiris is no
Gillo Pontecorve and the script
writer is Franco Solinas, The
difference is by no means one
of technical ability, but a more
profound one of Weltanschaung
(world outlook). *“Veera Puran
Appu' fails to reveal that what
ook place in 1848 was & Peoples
War. History is not made by
the efforts of great men. As a
heroic leader of a titanic and
successfubl  national - liberation
struggle, Mao Tse-tung, once
said : *the masses are the real
heroes.” The makers of this
Film obviously disagree,

We are informed at the mo-
vie's conclusion that the struzgple
of 1848 culminated  victoriously
on Febuary 4th 1948—a  facile
comment which cannot hide the
fuondamental difference  between
the popular armed struggle 130
years ago and the polite besee-
ching of *flag independence’ by
the venal compradore oligarchy.
In sum, it cannot conceal the
fact that (to use the phrase of
the African liberation fighters), “*a
Iuta continna™—the strugple goes on.

Tolstoy as

by Reggie Sirlwardena

artist

‘ Lev Mikelaevich Tolstoy was born 150 years ago last week, the

|  date is recorded as 28th August 1828, but thot was by the

old-style Russtan colendar, which in the I9th century was twelve
doys behind the International calendar,

n 1935 Jam=s Joyce, while sen-

ding his daughter Lucia some
volumes of Tolstoy’s stories, said
ina letter: ‘In my opinion Few
much Lond Doex a Man need? is
the greatest story that the literat-
ure of the world knows.' One
wonders whether Joyce realised
fully what he was acknowledging.
For Tolstoy's story has a  bare
simplicity in its telling, almost
like that of a fable; yet it is the
highest kind of art. Just as the
boundless steppes, untouched by
man, mock the greed of his land-
grabber in Tolstoy's story, so
does the elemental naturalness of
his art dwarf the elaborate artifices
and contrivances of Joyecean
fiction.

The supremacy of Telstoy am-
ong the world’s novelists in  the
range and fullness of his experi-
ence has often been recognised,
but full justice has not yet been
done — at least in the English-
speaking world — to his mastery as
artist and crafisman. Of course,
Tolstoy is one of those writers in
whom the division bstween form
and content is wvery difficult to
draw. In  Flaubsrt, Turgenev,
James, Proust, Joyce, one is al-
ways conscious of the skilful labour
with which the work of art has
been shaped and perfected: one
sees the marks of the chisel, Of
both Flaubert and Joyce wvery
nearly the same story is told of
the writer spending a whole day
refining the rhythms of two sen-
tences. One can scarcely imagine
Tolstoy doing that: he was too
great a novelist and ftoo great a
man to be obsessed by the word
as an end in itself,

On the other hand, Tolstoy
was not like Dickens, Dostoevsky
or Hardy — npovelists in whom_the

PN varrminpin g 1 AN D

largeness and profundity of the
creative imagination are accompa-
nied, even at their best, by lap-
ses for a pape or chapter —by
faults of style, construction or taste,
The immensity and diversity of  the
Tolstoyan imagination are suppor-
ted., in his masterpieces, by a

rarg discipline and fineness of
touch in the details of his
execution.

Reading Tolstoy, one is not at
first conscious of his mastery of
craftsmanship, One is only aware
of an art as natural as breathing
(as Isaak Babel said, ‘You feel
that the world s  writing, the
world in all its variety’). There
is an impression even among some
critice who place  him highest
among novelists that he managed
without style: Dwight Macdonald
once said that Tolstoy wrote
‘like an Olympian recording an-
gel. This impression does not
survive a reading of him in his
own language.

Tolstoy is probably the greatest
writer of creative prose. He achi-
eved in his own medium what
Pushkin had done in poetry—to
bring to perfection the natural
genius of the Russian language
for the bare purity, laconic power
and wiry energy of spare and
concentrated expression—something
very different from the Shakes-
pearean or Dickensian prodigality
and rich exuberance of phrase.

At the end of The Death of fvan
Ilyich 2 man dying in an agony of
pam has a sudden moral illumina-
ticn:

‘He searched for his former
habitual fear of death but he
didn"t find it., Where was it?
What fear? There was no fear,

mlge ﬂfwas no death either.
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‘Instead of death there

light.”

The probing repetitive rhythms of
the first paragraph are succeeded
by the sudden discovery in the
Jast sentence, whose brevily, stron-
ger in the original becauss BRus-
sian takes only four words (Vmesto
smerti byl svet) to say it, comes
like a lightning-flash. And the
key-words (smert and svet) by their
likeness of sound ereate the unex-
pected transformation of death
into light,

was

Tolstoy i3 as great a mmaster
of the form of prose fiction as
he is of prose style. The strue-
ture of the 19th-century English
novel was held topether by the
novelist’s central interssts—what
an English critic has called ‘man-
ners, morals and money’—and was
designed usuzally to lzad up to 2
marrizge. This pattern reflected
the outlook of a stable bourgeois
society, where individual happiness
through love and marriage seemed
jdeally a realisable and desirable
goal, WNone of the great 19th-
Century Russian works of fiction
shows a similar form, because
Russia was a society moving to-
wards revolution.

Taolstoy's predecessors in Russian
fiction—Pushkin, Lermontov, Go-
gol—had already bepun exploring
freer, more open ended forms of
fiction, whose characteristic mark
was the broken plot-structure and
the inconclusive ending. In 1868,
in a comment on War and Peace,
Tolstoy wrote: ‘The history of
Russian literature from Pushkin's
time not only furnishes many exam-
ples of such a departure from
European form, but does not even
give one example of the opposite.’
Tolstoy's art was the consum-
mation of this dzvelopment. The
unfamiliarity of his forms to English
readers at the time led Arnold
to call Anna Karenina ‘a piece of
life* rather than a work of art,
and Henry James 1to  describe
Tolstoy’s novels as ffluid pudding”.

But Tolstoy's form is the ap-
propriate medium of his experience
an expericnce of quest, illumination

(tragic as with Anna or redeeming

as with Levim), and the conti-
nuing flow of life which fran-
sends the fortunes of the individual
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character, - In this form is re-
flected a society in crisis at its
moral roots. Though Anna dies
and Levin lives on, what they
have in common is that neither
of them can live in the old way,
within the established social rela-
tionships and wvalues, Tolstoy was
justly proud of the ‘architectonics
of Annmag . Karenina. As he says
*The structural links do not rest
on the plot or on the relationship:
fthe acquaintance) of the charae-
ters, but on internal linking.’

What is true of tha large-scale
form of Amma Karemina is also
trie of the smaller (but not minot)
masteipieces—The Death aof Ivan
Hyich, How Much Land Does a
Man Need?, After the Ball and
Hadji Murad. They are all direc-
ted towards a transforming moral
revelation, and the plot is only
its instrument.

After the Ball, for instance (I
consider it one of his wvery grea-
test works), concentrates into less
than ten pages the moral anatomy
of a whole society. The narrator,

Coomaraswamy

Ivan Vasilyevich, goes out into
the fields one morning, deliriously
happy afier dancing a whole night
with the girl with whom he isin
love. By chance he sees a comp-
any of soldiers flogging a Tartar,
whose back is a bleeding mass of
flesh: and watching them impassi-
vely is the colonel, in whom the
narrator recognises the girl's father.
This expericnce changes his whole
life: he can never bring himself
to enmler thc army, as he had
hoped; and it is the end also of
his Tove, because when he. meets
his girl-friend and she smiles her
cnchanting smile, he thinks of the
expression with which her father
had watched the flogging.

The irony of the story is that
Ivan Vasilyevich tells it in order
to prove that npot environment
but chance determines men’s lives.
And yet to the readeritis appa-
rent that Ivan's discovery had
nothing to do with chance—that
it was the revelation of the social
environment, of inhuman and
arbitrary power.

the social worker

by C. Rajasingham’

Il would be ipcorrect to look
upon Ananda Coomaraswamy’s
preoccupation with Art in the
manner conceived of by Reggie
Siriwardena as lacking the out-
look of the modern social thinker.
(I refer to his article in the Lanka
Guardian of July 15) That would
be to place him as a second-rate
critic of modern times who has
no “complete view of the doctrine
about art that the greater part of
mankind has accepted from prehi-
storic  times until yesterday.”
That quote from Coomaraswamy
sufficiently explains why there can
only be one and therefore univer-
sal judgement of a work of art
relevant and applicable to the few
existing forms of Indian Art —in
archilecture, music and dance. He
conceived of the whole of life as

(A reply to Repgle Siriwardena) -

based on Art and this
*raising our levels of reference
from the empirical to the ideal,
from observation to vision, from
any auditory scosation to sensas
tion™.

calls for

The modern world ‘of art-is
based on a science of likes and
dislikes having time only for the
outer world of sense perccption.
Reggie Siriwardena can be forgi-
ven his  pre-occupation  with
material and historical roots whose
beginnings are to be found roug-
hly in India  with Alexander's
conquests and in Europe from
about the 6th century B. C. This
modern outlook on history exclu-
des a much more remote antiquity
and confines itselfl exclusively to
quantitative, mechanistic or mate-
rialistic conceptions. - Qur - own



experiments in many fields inclu-
ding education, for example, has
led us into a blind alley—the
Futility of our present uniform
types. What Coomaraswamy regre-
tied most was the loss of India’s
spiritual integrity. In his own
words “A single generation of
English education suffices to break
threads of tradition and to create
a nondescript and superficial being
deprived of all roo1s”’, We in our
own time are beginning to feel the
danger of the degradation of Asia
which has already taken place
under industrialism and the coan-
ter revolutionary impact of this
posi-industrial — Europe  already
showing signs of revolt even in
the new world of America,

Coomaraswamy did not end
“in the cloudy realms of metaphy-
sics'’. That would be a most up-
kind reference to one of our grea-
test social thinkers who knew the
eternal value of Adyatma Vidya
or Sciefice of the Self inits appli-
cation to social life, A social life,
if its intent is to eliminate seif-
interest or the profit motive,
should be based on dharma and
in the Tamil egivalent “dram™
it means the only way to libera-
tion or “Veedu''. Coomaraswamy
was the ablest exponent of this
socielogical basis of life which gave
meaning and fulness to entire
civilisations vntil the advent of
commerce and  industry along
with their hand-maid laissez faire,
We are victims of the hallocina-
tion that complete equality
can be achieved through social
theories lacking the ultimate
religious and metaphysical basis
expounded by Coomaraswamy,
Such equality has led to universal
irresponsibility. T. S, Eliot was in
a way right when he said, “demo-
cracy in which everybody had an
equal responsibility in everything
would be oppressive for the cons-
cientious ‘and licentious for the
rest”. 'We see today tlie s ymptoms
of disorder in the irrespon-sibility
of the Sudra who has vanquished

the Brahmin—the cause being
that Brahmanical discipline is self-
imposed whereas the Sudra has
freedom to act irresponsibly. it
was a warning by Coomaraswamy
which we could well take note of:
*“If, either in ignorance or in con-
tempt ol Asia constructive Euro~
pean thought omits to  seek the
co-operalion of Eastern philoso-
phers, there will come a time
when Europe will notbe able to
fight Industrialism, because this
enemy - will be entrenched in
Asia®.

Those material and historical
roots which pre-occupy Mr. Siri-
wardena have certainly a duration
in tlime roday when we are all
busy assessing industry on human
labour and at the same time
assuming that = we are pushing
back the boundaries of the known
world. That would ocertainly mean
to isolale ourseives from every
other order of reality, mechani-
sing the world around us and
mechanising  ourselves  in the
process. The end was foreseen by
Rene Guenon and weare already
witness  to the phenomenon.
*Never have either the world
or man been so shrunken, to the
point of their being reduced to
mere corporeal entities, deprived,
by hypothesis, of the smallest
possibility of communication with
any other order of reality".

in the whole compass of Coom-
araswamy's writing it is a pro-
gress away [rom modern thinking
on art, religion and life so that
William Morris was a poor influ-
ence, if ever, on him. Coomara-
swamy's was a mind tutored in
the Qriental way to fusion in
principal unity as agaminst the
confusion of things in modern
uniformity. He had long ago grown
out of thoughts and espressions
which seek equality by levelling

down ignoring the qualitative and’

essential  aspect of the Man in
every man. What Regpie Siriwar-
dena should find fault with is
not the Truth that Coomaraswamy
pointed  the world's  attention 1o
but the so-called modern *[ree
thought* where, as the latter him-
self says, being *““the netural expr-
ession of & humanistic philosophy,
we are at mercy of our thoughts
and corresponding desires’.
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[ Discussion

A marxist appro;ch to caste

omrade B T Ranadive’s Crltu-
Cm.r Revolt in a Colanial Society,
is both a recognition of the im-
portance of the subject for the
development of a revolutionary
mass movement in India, and an
attempt to carry forward a Mar-
xist understanding of the role of
caste and anti-caste movemenis in
Indian society.

While Comrade BTR accepts the
main points  of  the substan-
tive, historical chapters of the
book, he levels a heavy critical
lire against its main theoretical
framework. According to him, my
outlook was “domipated by anti-
Marxist concepls like plural society
and elite competition” and by a
“revisionist”™ undersianding of im-
perialism. This criticism I would
sccept as largely wvalid. At the
time I wrote the dissertation, which
was only minimally reviscd for
publication, [tended to accept the
position that colonial relations of
production were essentially “‘cap-
italist’!, that merchants and land-
lordswerzessentially a “commercial
bourgeoisic™ and thatpoor peasant’s
as well as workers could be described
asa “*semi-proletariat, (However this
docs not fall into a *“colonial mode
of production” model se much as
the “world capitalist system™ app-
roach of theerists like A G Frank
and Immanuel Wallerstein).

Now, T would fully agree with
Ranadive that this visw is mistaken,
. that imperialism essentially main-
tained feudalism—though in a sub-
jugated and modified form — as
the dominant mode of production
in agriculture during the colonial
period. Thus a revelt against caste
is mever simply a *‘cultural revolt™,
can mnever be an attack purely at
the cultural level, and requires the
transformation of the relations of
production. Thus the Satyashodhak
movement and similar movements
were essentially democratic  anti-
fendal movements, in their radical
form crocially linked to peasant
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agrarian revolution and requiring
a full destruction of imperialist
domination.

Though I grasped this point at
some level during the research and
writing of the book, [ had no
really sound grasp of Marxist con-
cepls to give it a basis. My
theoretical approach remained an
eclectic one, borrowing from Marx
and Weber, Furmivall and Lenin
in a way that most non-Marxist
but *“progressive'” schloars might
de. Though I wanted to develop
a class-based analysis of the trans-
formation of caste in  colonial
India, what emerged instead —was
only a kind of combination of
categories, an attempt to aggregate
“economic’’, “political” and *‘cul-
tural’ Jevels and to define con-
crate events, individuals and stru-
ctures in terms of the mixing of
“iclass® and ‘“‘caste.”” Such an
approach ends up by opposing the
two categories as if they existed
separately and eternally; it explicitly
or implicitly sees “‘class’™ in very
erude{and non-Marxist)*‘economic™
terme and **caste’ asa ‘feultural™
feature; and it rtesults in  such
staternents as: *‘casteis more impor-
tant than class™, ‘‘class is more

- erucial'’, *“caste is giving way to

class™, and so0 on. This isan essen-
tially bourgeois-liberal approach
that remains dominant today only
in the absence of a real Marxist
alternative, and fails to grasp the
essence of either class {undersiood
in terms of the relations of pro-
duction) or caste.

Source of the theoretical
wealiness

This theoretical weakness was
perhaps inevitable, My disseriation
was written in 1972-73 for the
University of California, Berkeley —
a university that has produced both
soms of the most militant and
radicalized student movements in
the UJS and intellectuals invelved
in such lovely affairs as the CIA
~backed 1963 massacre in Indonesia.

Gail Omvedt I

At the time, there were thousands,
tens of thousands of us coming
out of the student movement, the
anti-war movement, the Black
movement and the women's move-
ment who were moving ina Marxist
direction. But there was no live
Marxist tradition in scholarship;
the American working class move-
ment had its traditions of militancy
and wvielence but no living socialist
ideclogy {so much so that May day
is unknown to the vast majority
of American workers and 1 had
to first learm about its origins
from celebrations in India): the
purging of communists from unions
and universities in the 1950s had
slill not been overcome; and the
praocess by which activists in the
democratic movements of the 1960
were turning to real study of
Marxist classics had just begun.

During the period of writing my
dissertation and after, I was in
the process of moving away from
bourgeois sociological conceptoali-
zations and developing my theore-
tical understanding. But thistakes
some time. For these reasons I
feel the major contribution. of
Crltural Revelt lies in its long
substantive chapters, in the project
of attempting to theorize the
complex reality of Indian society,
and in the further research and
development of analysis it may
stimulate from others—not io the
sometimes eclectic theoretical for-
mulations T came up with at that
time,

Meed for a concrete analysis

Having said all this, I still feel
that the development of a con-
crete analysis of the functioning
of caste in the Indian social for-
mation remains to be carried out.
The  fact is that Marxist and
radical scholars have reacted against
the overemphasi= on caste and its
idealistic interpretation by bourgeois
scholars by tending to deny, in
practice, its reality, Caste is seen
simply as an element of the super-



structure and so neglected; as an
“appearance’ that can be discarded
to g2t at the underlying cluss or
national “reality™; as a secondary
(cultural) calegory that can be
superimposed on an analysis afier
“oluss” hus been discussed; as a
conspiratorial (hence ideclogical,
polineal, that is, superstructural)
weapon of capitalisis, landlords
and kulaks used to divide the
working class. This is inadequate,
and in fact erroneous.

Most Marxists .today probably
agree in seeing casle as an aspect
ol Indian feudalism, so that a
struggle against caste is a crucial
part of the democratic movement,
a struggle that requires wiping out
the material base of feudalism
{particularly in agrarian relations)
as well as cultural *‘survivals.”
This, I feel, is wvalid but not
adequate. In fact, the specificity
af the feudal moeode of production
in India was largely related to
sicaste’”’; to the role of the fafmani
balutedari system, to the relations
berween high caste landlords and
low caste serfs and temants.

Caste, in other words, existed
not simply at the level of the
cultural superstruciure—not only
in werms of *ideas™ of purity and
pollution or *rules” about inter-
murriage and interdining—but as
part of the relations of production
themselves. And when [eudalism
was maintained in a ‘transformed
form under colonial rule, Caste
also was maintained at the level
of “economic** rvelations as well.
But we need to know exactly fiow
this was true, what the specifie
characteristics of Indian feudalism
were, how precisely these were
transformed in  the process of
being subjugated to and maintai-
ned under colonial rule and
more recently under post-colonial
imperialism.

“Caste” continually and inexc-
rably inserts itzell as a problem
in organizing class strugele, For
example, the experience of organi-
zing agricultural labourers seems
to show that it is not only
difficult to build unity between
landless agricultural labourers and
those with some land or those who
are mainly poor peasants; it is
also difficult to build such unity

between agricultural laboyrers and
poor peasants of diferent castes.
The militaut CPI {M)-led agricul-
tural labour organization in Than-
javur district, for example, seems
to have had difficulty in spread-
ing beyond Harijan  labourers
to labourers of other castes or to
other sections of the rural poor,
More receotly, the CPI1 (ML )-icd
struggle  in Bhojpur district of
Bihar has won & soljd base among
the rural poor and Harijans, but
it appears f{rom recent Frontier
reports that gaining the sopport

of better-off Harijans has been
easier for the movement than
winning over sharecroppers zod

poor peasants of other castes,

In such cases itseemsan over-
reaction to say that the reality is
only B ““class war” — unless we
decpen our understanding of class
itzelf. For example, it would be
inaceurate to say  that betweena
a family of Marathas and a family
of Buddhists  (Mahars)  each
ownilg an  acre of land and
working  mainly as wage labour-
ers that their “class’ statusz s
the same while they differ
only in terms of *caste’’ The
Maratha family is likely to be
more recently dispossessed of its
land thus with a greater historical
claim to the land; it is more
likely to hbave kinship ties with
rich and middle peasant landow-
ners and therefore get preference
in being hired as labourers; it is
more likcly to have cultivating
skills from its recent landowner-
ship that gain it higher wages as
labourers; it is likely to have
access to the main  wvillage well
which means a better water supply
and less work for the women of
the family, and so forth. These
factors are not simply “*cultural”
but part of this family's relation
to the means of production. that
is its class position; and they
provide the main objective material
base for the ability of rich peasants
and landlords to disrupt the unity
of Maraths and Dalit agricultural
labourers.

Or take the urban situation. In
the Bombay textile mills workers
in the weaving department, where
there is no automation, have to
hoeld the yarn between their teeth
when it breaks and because it is

considered polluting il “*untoucha-
bles' do this, by tacit agreement
Dzlits Lave not been employed
1in this department  uwniil very
recently. And yet Bompay textile
workers have a 50 year history of
militant struggle under communist
leadership which has made the
remeval of such  discrimination
one of their demands,

On cemmunist leadership

Then there is the issue of
communist leadership. It is here
ithat Comrade BTR criticizes me
most  severely for carrying caste
categories *“to  farcial extremes'

in attempting to understand the
dnfferenue: between  communist
success in rural  organizing in

Andhra and Kerala and their failure
in Maharashtra in the 1930s and
18405 in terms of the depree to
which peasant-based non-Brahmins
were part of the early Communist
leadership. Here again I will
admit the inadequacies of my then
analysis which treated the *econo-
mic'’  differences  between  the
slates only in terms of the simplistic
categories of ZFagoriza and failed
1o analyze the objective differences
in land relations. The peasant
movement in Maharashtra, in the
context of a ryotwari settlement
and the rather dilTerent position
of moneylenders and {often new)
landlords as contrasted with zamin-
dars and janmandars, took very
different forms, with its anti-
shetfi-bhatfi"" stress and its link
with the non-Brahmin movement.
Nevertheless, the guestion of how
the early Communist leaders und-
erstood and involved with the
peasant and anticaste movements
remains. As Ranadive puts it.

The Communists everywhere rose
out of the anti-imperialist struggle
and where they were able to attract
or combine with other democratic
currente—Ileft democrats  from  the
Congress, the state people’s move-
ment aod anti-caste apitations and
peasant movements—they were able
to broaden their base. The process
of absorption of these currents was
a process of mutwal approach, a
correct approach on the part of the
Communists and a radical anti-im-
perialist approach on part of the
anti-caste movement. [n Kerala esp-
ecially this took place an a big scale
and the movement went ahead. Tn
Andbra, the Commuonists tock up
these questions. In Maharashtra, a3
we have seen, it was only Javalkar
who was developing on a radical
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basis and his activilics would have
led 1o a proper amalgamation of the
two currents.

But doesn’t this raise a major
question 7—Why, in the state that
was ihe centre of the earliest and
strongest Communist organization
of the working class, by leaders
often from the same districts and
speaking the same language as the
surrounding peasantry, why was it
that the pcasant movement lagged
and only one man—developing
independently and in part inant-
agonism to this Communist leader-
ship—was moving towards a correct
approach? This is the kind of
question I was trying to answer.

The “petty bourgeois' character
of Communist leaders is often
mentioned as the class basis of
various errors in line and practice
(that is fuilure to adopl a “‘correct
approach'). Again, “petty bour-
geois™ is too abstract a category in
the Indian context. As in almost
all colonial societies, members of
the urban petty bourgevisie, inc-
luding its educated intelligentsia
sections, have had some kind of
connection with land. But there
is a difference between those who
have kinship and social relations
with peasant cultivators (including
rich peasants) and those who have
relations with people who are
predominantly non-cultivating and-
lords, professionals, leachers,
lower bureaucrats and 1he like.
If the latter go to villages or
communicate with people in the
villages, their channels of communi-
cation and conlact “naturally”™
tend to be through their kin and
social relations. And these were,
in Maharashtra in particular, the
groups threatened by a rising, often
crude challenge from the peasant
(including rich peasants with the
support of their educated kind! )
coltivators. It was relatively easy
for their urban peity bourgeois
kinfolk to absorb the view of these
more “fendal’ elasses, relatively di-
fficult {difficult: not impossible) to
throw off years of socialization,
family connections, training, style of
speech and ways of thinking to
commurnicate with an aggressive
peasantry.

To put it another way, it was
easy and ‘matural” fto see Tilak,
with all his social faults, as a
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great anti-imperialist; it was more
difficult to see Phule, with his
antagonism to the Mational Con-
gress, as a revolutionary democrat-
much less Ambedkar.

Race and caste

One final "point. Coming from
an American society shaken by
growing Black, Chicano, Native
American and Asian—American
movemenis, I have had the impress-
ion that “caste™ is as cruciala
feature of social reality in India
as “race’ iz in the United States.
It appears to be as prevalent a
topic of discussion and as such
occurs (perhaps in simply a joking
form) ameong Marxists as well as
non-Marxists. It wus not [ who
invented such terms as “Brahmin
communists”; rather they are used
by many radicalized members of
low caste groups that is, thosc
who are not simply “anticom-
munist’’) who are genuinely troubled
about the issue, The same diffi-
cultics, if not worse, go on with
White-Black relations in the US.
The differcnce is that it has become
both rcspectable and necessary for
American Marxist intellectuals and
Communist groups to deal openly
with the issue of race and to
admit its centrality, whereas this
does not seem to have happened
in the case of India. (Forexample,
whereas the CPl1 (M) would con-
sider it appropriate and honest to
collect and publish information on
the class backgrounds of congress
delegates but not on their caste
position, in the US Marxist-Leninist
organizations would publicize their
racial composition as well—parti-
cularly if they have a good record
in that regard—and rival orpan-
izations would consider it an
appropriate point of erticism if
they don’t). But only such an
open dealing—the development of
theoretical analysis and consistent
practice by a revolutionary move-

ment—can lead te the solotion of
problems.

{Social Scientist)
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| Press opinion

The twenty five
rupees system

v::nters of this country have
always tried to coosolidate
their social sarvice gains at elec-
tiocn time, The riee subsidy,
health and free education are
some of these gains. The Uni-
ted Mational Party which has
nlways promised to safepuard the-
se gains at election times  Thas
on every occassion it has come
to power trisd to withdraw the
facilities given, Mr, J. R, Jaye-
wardene’s  present povernment,
too, is merely toeing the same
line. When Dr, N. M. Perera
who was the Finance Minister
in the United Front Government
introduced the system of a 25
cents stamp it was derided by
the UNP as a severe blow against
the poor. For  whose bene-
fiy, it should be asked now.
did the UNP abeolish the 235
cents stamp and introduce the
payment of Rs 25. If no chan-
ge i= made in this unjust pay-
ment soon, even ihe government
hospitals will be open only for
the rich.

A dangerous game
with people’s lives

he reasons given by the gov-
ernments for the increas-

in ‘prices are unacceptable. The
world market is not a thing
tbat was born with the UNP
coming into power. It was
there during the time of ijhe
last government just as it was
there even before that. Every-

body knows that prices went up
in the world market. The UNP

may forget the past but not the
public. The poblic remember
how when there was a fall in
wheat production the then gover-|
nment had to up the price a)
littte and how the UNP cursed
it for that. The UNP was even
rascally enongh to go so far as
to say that there was no such
thing ax a world market. But
the UNP has raised the price
of flour twice not because of a
sudden increase in world market
prices. Thers ar¢ many reasons
for this. One is the government
decision to devalue the rupee.
A party that is stuek in the
economic maorass and iz spend-
ing recklessly iz trying to get
out of it by increasing prices.

Devil’s logic

L&t us for the moment accept the
argument that the Govern-
ment increased the price of
flour to get money for develop-
ment puiposes. Why then does
it spend its money on unpioduct-
wwve things. Yesterday the go-
vernment's own paper, the *0b-
server,”” published a picture with
caption exposing its own propa-
ganda and the government's lop-
sided attitude to things. That
picture showed a pavement dis-
play of imported mechanical
toys. The capiion to that pict-
ure said that thers wasn™ a toy
that was less than Rs 35. For|
whose comfort is this? Isn’t the
money spcnt on this the foreign
exchange that belongs to  the
whole nation? Mot only toys,
the gadgetry that is imported
and advertised so widely in the
press shows how the country's
exchange is being frittered away.
Surely there isn't a more heino-
us crime than the comforting of
a sslf-indulgent greedy minority
in the name of development with
the moeney belonging to  the
whole nation by robbing the

poor iman's bread.

Educational
changes

by E. H. de Alwis

Mr. Vittachi's calculated mis-
aprehension of plain state-
ments and the twists he gives them
appear to be his main strategy in

controversy. 1 do not believe
that any of my readers would
have got the impression from

wt!a[. [ wrote that I faulted the
Ministers for not appointing a
commission or commitiee to advise

on  whether the educational
returng  Aare  commensurate with
educational outlay. I left no

one in doubt as to the difference
betwzen, on the ong hand, =&
minister who raises the very per-
tinent question of cost in relation
to the gquality of education ann
then sets out to seek remedial
mizasures not to cut down cosis
but to ensure that the money spent
on education is well-spent and,
an the other hand, the present
minister who raised the question
and then proceeded to curfail
drastically, the existing facilities—
the gradual closing down of train-
ing colleges, the reduction of
the training period from 2 years
to 6 months, the abolition of
hostels for ieacher-trainees and
the residential halls in  universi-
ties, the dissipation of university
resources. This  devastation in
the area of higher education was
the burden of my indictment.

It is in order to indicate the
significance of these actions and
how they fit intp the pattern of
aovernment’s economic thinking
{*“The re-allocation of resources”
that reference was made to
swellarism® subsidies etc. Tsolated
from the main charges, these
secondary issues can oaly  lead
to discussion of an academic
nature. In any case, I have yetto
unravel the tangle of senfences
to discover what precisely is the
“contradiction” in my views on
vwelfarism™. In the meantime we

(Comtinned on pape 29
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i Satire

NM’s 0pehi_l;g for the Left

he news that Dir. W. M. Perera

{76 and guing sirong), leader of
the aldest political movement in
the country and probably the
largest Marxist (1) - Trowskyist (77)
party in ihe world has been elected
(Jayawewn_..!) President (the Tirst
clected exccutive Marxist President)
of the Board .....of Maharajahas?
(Bangawewa!) .. _...... of Levers?
(*Mever'!y of Control of Cricket
(“well played, sir.__......."") has
rafsed 8 storm in bourpeois spor-
ting circles {*if we don’t siem the
rot, it'll be Wijeweera, next..."’),
a few suspicious eycbrows among
life members of the M. C. C. (*"an-
other bloody red wunder the mati-
ing, what? "’} a small stir in White-
hall {~don’t we have a file on
that fellow from the “30's, Money-
penny . 7™), an uproar in the
C.LA. (~does Jack Anderson really
know 7). the K.G.B. {(**humm..,
just after Keng Pian’s visit, tov-
arish..."*}, the French contre-espion-
age (“Cricket, isn’t that a cigarette
lighter, non ami = T and at least
one one-word comment from the
last British planter at the Radella
Club {(**Balls...”" [}.

Fl

For a Marxist inlerpretation we
consulted Comrade Rathu Vipla-
vadasa who recently returned from
an internationmal symposiom held
in Ponyang on the highly con-
troversial question of “The res-
plendent contributions of Chaitman
Kim 1l Sung to the historical
development of Marxist-Leninist
Thought™.

Comrade Viplavadasa, it should
be noted by students who are
not too well acquainted with all
esoteric local schools, follows the
tactical line of Gerry Mulang, the
Irish lunatic, when he is not follow-
mg the county cricket results in
England and the “tips’ generously
circulated by the Adana Sports
News apropos Messts  Pigott,
Mercer and Cook. Buotton-holed
in 2 Hospital Strect bistro, he
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pave ws this exclusive, if lDrief,

interyiew :

“‘“What with China cutting off
aid from Albania and Comrade
Karawiia leading the majority wing
af the Sri Lanka Communist
{Marxist-Leninist) party after defe-
ating  the minority deviationist
group by a narrow majority of
4 votes or 5 less than the gquorum,
Dir. Perera’s election is  another
deadly blow by modern revisionism,
pelit-bourgenis  opportunism  and
hegemmonism.  Bur history  does
nal move with either the speed
or the bounce of a Thomson or
Lillee. Rather it moves with the
deceptive [flight of a Ramadhin
or Bedi The revolution will not
be won on the plaving fields of
the S5C and revolution Is on
the agenda .

Having shared this confidence
with us and engineered a tem-
porary accommodation of 10 chips
he predicted that the revolution
was round the corner but  npot
before Lester Pippott tock the
bend that afternoon at Sandown
Park.

“1 see Doric and Hector comiug
out satd MNorton de Zoysa, the
well known ericket commentator
in what could be loosely called a
bald-by-bald commentary . **Qver
here at the LSSP headquarters
where a Central Committee match
has just started, Colvin hazs won
the toss and put M. M.'s Hard-
liners XI to bat. How do you sees
the same going, Bertie... ? .

M. M.'s strategy, I think, will
be to go in and dig in...nothing
adventurist .. just a solid wunited

front of his middle-of-the-road
batting...as you know his middle

batting has been strengthened by
the addition of Anil who has been

The Onleckesr

given three days leave {rom

Maharajahs .. "

“Yes, that was a grand pestura
appreciated by all cricket fans,
sceing that Maharajahs have theic
own fiam Trophy game this week-
end "7

“As for Colvin's line of attack,
Morton, my own feeling is  that
it will be basically Leminist .. | am
thinking of Lenin®s “Two Tactics™
of course which Jardine used so
cleverly in the controversial Lar-
wood body-line series, nearly caus-
ing a spread ol splittism in the
British Commonwealth, weakening
the anti-fascist lorces which were
then mohilising  themsclves alier
the first great capitalist erisis..,”

“Ah, Bertie [ see N. M. is not
teo happy about being put to bat...
Dworic was inspecling the wicket
very carefully carlier in the morn-
ing... perhaps the pitch 13 not
suilable for... 7"

“Yaes, Idon't think the objective
conditions are the best for N.M.'s
type of brighter cricket but il the
crowd response  and  the mass
mood generally 15 conducive to a
lightning insurrectionary attack 1
believe M. M. will..."

“You were talking about Colvin's
iwo tactics...”

“What T meant was that he'll
probably rely on his  dialectical
pacemen for an early breakihroush,
keeping the pressure on the openers
and N. M.'s recognised batsmen
and then bring on Leslie with his
Euro-communist cutters and Ber-
nard with his Chinaman...™

“And

“It'l] be an excellent opening
for the series, if not for the Lefc...”

il it suceeeds.. 7™

“Yes, it's rteally going to be an
exciting game today what with all
these topflight Marxists concen-
trating at least for the next three
days on the permanent revelntion
of a red Ieather ball..."”



The
PEOPLE’S
BANK

Sri Lanka’s Banker
to the World

The PEOPLE'S BANK, at the heart
of things in Sri Lanka, is also around the
world serving nations through a net-work
of correspondents.

We are forever forging new ties
and strengthening existing associations
with the international community.

Up to date Market Intelligence
Foreign Exchange Transactions

Finance of International Trade

We also contribute with our expertise
and arrange financing facilities linked to
specific projects,

Our menthly publication **The Economic
Review™ is one of our community service
projects.

Here at home, we are the tested, trusted

Our correspondents provide a
vital point of contact for Industrialists
who are seeking to develop their business
in our Free Trade Zone and other areas.

We offer a wide range of ser-
vices in the field of International finance
for major industrial investments,

@ Acceptance Credits

Non-resident Foreign Currency Accounts for Sri Lankans abroad

Sterling and Currency Loans, deposits
Documentary Credits and Collections
Banking Correspondent Arrangements

Bank, serving the nation through over
550 Rural Banks and 210 Branches. These
figures never stand still because we keep
growing all the time,

Deposits in our Bank are second to no
other commercial bank in Sri Lanka.

PEOPLE’S BANK : SRI LANKA’S DYNAMIC BANKER

Head Office: 75, Sir Chittampalam A. Gardiner Mawatha,
P. O. Box 728, Colombo 2, Sri Lanka. Telephone: 27841 —9
Foreign Branch: M, |, C. H. Building, Bristal Street, Colombe |, Sri Lanka.
CABLES: VIDESA BANK Telex: 1143




China (3)

China stands alone

by Chintaka

he anti-Soviet chorus reached

its crescendo around 1971 and
remain at that shrll pitch until
today. The crucial difference bet-
ween the first phase of the Sioo-
Soviet split (*56—64) and the second
(64—*69) was the shift in China’s
indentification of the USSR as
capitulating to and collaborating
with U. 8. imperialism to the
position that the USER was jrself
an imperialist power. During the
second phase, which roughly coin-
cided with the Cultural Revelution,
China persued a *dual adversary
strategy, regarding both the US
and the USSR as enemies, albeit
with the latter coming a very close
second. In  this period, Peking
tried to counter Soviet influence
from a left, or more accurately
an ultraleft position. by sponsor-
ing a host of pro-Chinese commu-
nist parties which sported the
suffix M-L in paranthesis. The
third phase coincided with the fall
from power of Lin-Piao and the
military, simultanecusly coupled
with the rise in influence of
Chou En-lai and his group which
Western commentators prefer to
characterize as ‘pragmatic and
technocratic’ in orientation.

The dual adversary strategy was
then abandoned in favour of a
strategy of defusing one front.
Thus it was decided to use the
classic Maoist tactic of identifying
and isolating the main encmy,
uniting all the forces that can be
united, and neutralizing the vacil-
lating middle elements. The main
encmy was identified as...**Soviet
Social imperialism®, which was
scen a8s more dangerous than the
declining U. 8. imperialism. {The
Vietnamese and Korcans, not to
mention the Cubans, having many
years of bitter experience combat-
ting less hypothetical imperialists,
totally reject this Chinese thesis.)
This identification of the Soviet
Union not merely as imperialist or
even as a co-equal epnemy toge-
ther with the U. 5. but rather
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as the maip enemy, is the crux
of this third phase- in China’s
pos-revolutionary foreign policy a
phase which still continued. In
this phase, China has abandoped
the leftist posture of “50—<64 and
the uitra-left position of the Cul-
tural Revolutionary period in favour
of an essentizlly rightist strategy
which secks lo prevent possible
Soviet gains by helping the United
States to maintain the global
status quo. Thus, the same CCP
which castigated Krushchev's pea-
ceful co-existence with the U. S.
now pursues a  Separate detente
with the self-same U, §; aimed at
the Soviet Union.

[n this lengthy evolution one
can discern a direct negation of
China’s own stance as articulated
during the yecars of the anti-
Krushehey polemics. When years
hefore, China castigated the CPSU
for insufficient commitment to
national liberation movements in
the Third World, it now terms such
commitment on the part of the
USSR as colomial expansion and
joins the U. 8. in denouncing the
activities of Cuban *‘mercenaries”
in Africa. While China once
criticized the CPSU for propaga-
ting the thesis of a peacelul road
to socialism in place of a hard
line, when such a line is follo-
wed hy a pro-Soviet CP as in
Portugal in *75, China calls that
party ‘social fascist' and points
to Mario Soares’ parliamentary
majority—in -sharp contrast to
Vietnam's stand on that question.
China’s policy after the Chilean
coup of *73 went one better than
the USSR's policy following the
Indonesian coup of *64. The PRC’
stance on the events in Bangal-
desh, Sudan and S8ri Lanka in
the year 1971 could be said to
mark the beginning of what we
have termed the third (and present)
phase.

The residues of China's
militant posture in world affairs

can be seen today only in  rela-
tion to the armed siruggles being
waged by the CP's of Burma
and Thailand. This too, is largely
atiributed by observers to the
PRC's fear of bzing outflanked
in this area by Socialist Vietnam,
which would supplant China as
the main external source of support
for these CP's, in the event of
the PRC abandoning its espousal
of their causes,

In fairness it must also be added
that even after jts rightward shift
on most issues, China remained
highly critical of Indira Gandhi’s
aulocratic rule at a time when
the U. §. 8. K was praising the
harshly repressive Inadian Emergency
as ‘progressive’. China has also
remained hostile to the dictator-
ship in Indonesin and severcly
condemned that country's anncxa
tion of East Timor. However
these last flickering embers of
China's militancy are but isclated
exceptions to the general rule, and
the general rule 15 the PRC’s at-
templ to build an  all-inclusive
united front on a global scale
aimed at the Soviet Union. This
front is conceptualized by the
PRC’s ideologists as being along
the Iines of the broad anti-
Fascist Alliance entered into during
the 2nd World War.

With the adoption of- this stra-
tegy, China became a *‘guasi-
ally* of the U. 5. A, and Wes-
tertn  Europe—in the words of
former U. 8. Secrelary of Defence
James Schlesinger. It also lost ifs
last friend within the socialist
camp—Albania—which had been
its oldest and closest ally since
1956. In the course of several
authoritative articles the Albanian
Labour Party (Communist Party)
has polemicized against China’s
“Theory of the Three Worlds',
in & tone ironically reminiscent of
China’s own polemics against
Krushchevism. China utilized this
theory to ideolopically justify her
policy of sesking unity, on the
sole basis of anti-Sovietism, with
the USA; NATO; ASEAN
and the most rightwing 3rd World
leaders ranging from the Shah of
Iran to Zaire's Mobutu and Pre-
sident Marcos of the Philippines.
Albania totally rejects this theory
and, while continuing to cate-



gorize the USSR as social imperia-
list, argues in effect for a return
to the ‘dual-adversary’ foreign
policy of the Cultural Revolution
yeurs, which would outflank the
USSR from the left, simultanecusly
strike at U, S, interests, and
upset the global status gquo—all
by means of actively promoting
revolutions in the 3rd  world.
Albania now seeks ro repeat, the
world over, the tactic which China
adopted against the CPSU in the
1960°s by encouraging splits within
the pro-China CP's and sponsor-
ing splinter groups which lean 1o-
wards Tirana,

All China-watchers in the West
as well as the Soviet block an-
xtously awaited any signs of a
possible leszening in China's hosti-
Iy towards the U. 5 5. R. follo-
wing the death of Mao Tse:
iung.

But, what of the long term?
Whatever the extent and depth of
the Sino-Soviet cleavage, it is limi-
ted to gubject facrors i, e —mutual
mispsreeptions due to theorstical
errors, misinformation, plain igno-
rance and prejudice. The objec-
tive fact however, is that both
countries possess economic systems
and social siruciures which are
essentially the same, albeit at dif-
ferent levels and pattern of deve-
lopment. They also share a com-
mon ideclogy. This apart, tremen-
dous political and economic bene-
fits would accrue to both parties
as a result of a rapproachment.
Some Western commentators like
Victor Zorza (who was one of the
first to predict the Sino-Soviet
schism), atgue that these factors
virtually guarantee the inevitability
of an eventnal reconciliation. OF
course no one seeks to predict the
time schedule or tramsitional steps
involved, though most agres that
composing of state-to-stale dif-
ferences on the basis of ‘peaceful
coexistence' will most probably
precede a reunification at the hipher
party-to-this *Last Testament' in
1969, would be realized and *fra-
ternal parties.. (would terminate). ..
a conflict which is in accord
neither with reason nor sentiment
and reunite on the basis ofMer-
Aism-Leninism and proletarianinters
nationalism.” Until then within the
world communist movement and the
socialist bloc, China stands alone.

Educational ...

(Conlinusd from page 1g)

had better agree to disagres on
this question,

Iam also prepared to concede
that the discovery of the knuckle-
duster is really the ‘climax’ of
the raid-episode rather than its
anti-climax, now that [ have
been enlightened on its real nature.
Undoubtedly the posse of 300
policemen ran a grave risk in enter-
ing the premises of the university,
where the students were in posses-
sion of so lethal a weapon gs the
drzaded knuckle-duster!

The ills that the university
suffer from, I ecalled economic
ones and added that they were
curable with economic remedies.
MNow it appears that this is the
point that Mr. Vittachi has been
making all along! He seems 10
have forgotten that he has, all
along been applauding from the
side-lines, the emasculation of the
university and the disruption of
its communal life, thus reducing
it to the level of a -day-school
for higher studies.

Incidentally, can Mr. Vittachi tell
us how many students have besp
convicted of homicide, grievous
hurt, sexual violence elc etc?
“Audi alteram partem” is a well-
known principle of natural justice
(although limitations have been
placed, in recent months on its
application} but why deny it to
students before they are accused
of all the crimes in the penal
code? 1 am aware of & sensation-

mongering report, where wholesale
condemnation of students in gene-

ral has been made, without any
specific charges against any of
them. This is the report that was
trotted out recently, and given
wide publicity in the press, in
order to prepare the mind of
the public for the drastic actjon
that  was being contemplated
against the universities.

Kapilavastu . . .
(Contitued from poge 11)

Buddha's mortal remains are said
o have been cremated.

Vogel's cogent remarks apply
with equal relevance to the sedlings
and the inscribed pot found at
Piprahwa, and his doubts about
the identity of Kasia werc confirmed
by the discovery at Kasiaa litile
later of a baked clay seal die (not
a sealing) in the older of the two
monasterics excavated ar Kasia. [t
contains the Sanskrit legend * Spi-
Visnudvipa-vihare bhiksu-sanghasya™
“of the commuonity of monks gt
‘“Sri-Visnudvipa-vihara'. This seal
is conclusive proof that the mon-
astic establishment at Kasin was
known as  Sri-Visnudvipa-vikara.
Furthermare this discovery com-
pletely negates any possibility of
using the evidence of the earlier
mentioned elay sealings to identif: ¥
Kasia as Kusinara.

Thus itis equally futile to attempt
to identify the present-day Piprahwa
with the ancjent city of Kapilavasiu
on the tenuous evidence of the
sealings and the inscribed pot
found at Piprahwa.
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Hotel Ceylon Inter~Continental
where hospitality is a way of life

250Air-conditioned rooms, Rooftop Supper Club and Cocktail Lounge,
Seafood Restaurant, Swimming Pool and Snack Bar,
Health and Sauna Club, Tennis Court, Shopping arcade, Helipad.

CABLE: INHOTELCOR, TELEX:1188 COLOMBO,
ADDRESS: 48, JANADHIPATHI MAWATHA, COLOMBO.

INTER-GONTINENTAL HOTELS
“¥When you've seen ong, you haven't seen them all*"
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