J

LANKA Vol, | No. |4 November 15 |978

Price Rs. 2/50

Sinhaputra and SLFP

Rukmani : singer not the song

A. ). Gunawardana

[ Irrelevance of Tower Hall tradition

Charles Abeyasekera

Which way for the Left?

A. M. Jinadasa

Bangkok bungle

Mao : the fallen idol

® BONELESS MEAT ) ® AGRARIAN REFORM




As a young and enterprising company
}Efnfpp&imf the {.ffgﬂ;gfju’; gy

and determination of the people

of Sri Lanka

n thetr search for a better life.

: Our team of development chf:nér'ﬁs
is Ipledgfd to engage our counrry's skills

and resources in Sri Lanka’s agricudtural

and industrial progress.

New materials, New ideas,

New techmologies and

The will to Succeed

arethe tools with which we approach

the future

Chemanex Limited E

P.2. Box 188, Colamba 1.

Preropraph BT
Tpurtery of ANGL




 LANKA GUARDIAN

Published by Lanks Guardjap
Publishers Ltd., Third Floor,
YMBA Building, 126 3/28 Main
Strect, Colombu - |,

Telephone: 29028,

Editor; Marvyn do Silva

Printed by Ananda Press
8215, Wolfendhal Streat,
Colombo - 13,

Telephone: 35975

Yol. | Mo, 1% Movember |5, 1978
CONTENTS
2 News background
3-6 International News
7 Symposium
g-9 Terture
10 Food
11-12 Drama
13 Music
|4 - 16 Agrarian reform
17-18 Economies
19 Press opinion
20 Crossward
| i 24  October Revolution
Letters

Bangkok bungle

here was once a cricket team
Twhosc selectars approached
their weekly chore with a comm-
endable reverence for merit and
pragmatism. Having regard to the
resources of their club thew first
chose Iwa car-owners before
settling for their opening batsmen
or bowlers. This sort of thing
may be permissible in those cir-
cumstances but when it comes to
national selection for international

competition merit alone should
count.
Right now the claim to re.

present the country seems to he
dependent on the financial sound-
ness of the selectee and the course
seems to be chartered to desparch
the second and even perhaps the
third best. If this is true it is
simply not good cnough and the
right to national representation
must be witheld. [ am sure that
we can do without the dubicus
honour that Wimalasena Perera
brought us when he completed
his race in the Tokyo Olympics
some 15 laps behind the winner.

This raises a fundamental ques-
tion regarding the funding® of
National representatives and whose
responsibility it is. Is it that of

the state or the parent body,
Whosoever it is the fund raising
should have commenced when

the Teheran gzames ended, almost
four years ago, giving rise now to

serious doubts about the planning
and the planners. Ag u result of
this bungling the pieinium  seems
to be on affluence rather than
performance.

There is an even more funda-
mental question and that is whether
we should participate in jnter-
national  events in  this major
fashion. Such competition can be
approached in two ways and the
primary one is that which allows
an individoal or team which hag
reached  international stundards,
the opportunity of contest at that
level. Compeiition for the sake
of it and for those who will
never reach such standards s only
well intended folly.

The other approach Concerns
publicity and unless one is jn
entire agreement with the muxim
that bad publicity is better than
no publicity, such exercises are
better left to the more pProsperous
nations,

As for us the most rigid standards
must be imposcd and by this
yardstick possibly the 400 metre
relay tcam and pushing it Curther
perhaps the hockey team are af
that merit consideration. | suy
Hockey because there appsars
a reasonable chance of securing
the Bronze medal. But why oh
why should a yachtsman be sent?
Is it just to show off or is it
that there is lurking in the shadows

{Continwed on page 19)
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TULF trials

At his press conference In Madras,
the President confirmed the fact that
the government will be ready to
amend the constitution so that an
MP who leaves his party will nat
automatically forfeit his sear. This
leaves the door stilf apen for TULF
MFP's o accept District Ministries,

An  earfiar (vaconfirmed)  report
doing the rounds of parlioment said
that this was one of the matters
discussed in an informal tete-g-tete
abrood By o Minister and ¢ TULF
feader.

The TULF has angrily denied that
ft was comtemplating action dgainst
any aof lts MP's,  Some REWSpapers
had named three potential defactors,
Sources close to  these politicians
claimed that nane of them had in
anyway violated the party constitytion,

The TULF’s real troubles are rooted
in its rebeflious youth wing which |s
now planting ta  maove quietly away
from the umbrelfa of the parent
organisation ond establish finks with
other, more radical, Tamif youth groups,

Conterence problems

The SLEP which successfufly  cop-
talned seme of its interpal tensions
at lost Saturday's Executive Commitieg
meeting has still ta decide when it
would be advisable to hold jts next
party Congress. While Mrs Gandhi's
camfortable victory has Injected new
confidence fnto the SLFP boss, her
problems, both within and outside the
party, ore by no meons over.

Meanwhile, the VP, the bright
young buck In the country's  party
politics, is alse enmeshed i Lan-

ference problems.
sent leedership has
arigingl politburs
decision-rmakers

Although the pre-
only three of the
of 40, the f¥r's
are  not os hom-
efeneous @ group oas maoy appeer to
the casual  student of  politics
Young Wijeweera continues to play
tim super-star  outshining everybady
else.

Managing news

The multi-national news agencles
faunched a concerted campaign, bath
direct and through their Third World
clients  and  supporters’, ggalnst

(Continned on page 8y
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Sinhaputra

s the SLFP a party created by
Bandaranaike and the party of
the Bandarapaikes oris it a parly,
by, of and for the Bandaranuikes?

This is not the main question
facing the SLFP wor is it the
best way of formulating the 1ssue
that confronts the party leader-
ship. The past, present and future
of a political party, especiaily &
pariy as historically important as
the SLFP, must bec seen and maa-
sured in the mnational political
context, and in relation to the

social Torces which help 1o suUs-
tain it, and the economic and
group interests it sdek lo serve

and advance.

However the leadership question
is the party's immediate problem.
And this issue has in fact surfaced
in the manner in which we have
formulated it —in terms of persana-
lities. SLFP insiders, if not Its
large legion of supporters, know
that the problem will be dodged
only outof a lack of understand-
ing, a refusal to recogniss rea-
lities, or out of a prissy, parlour
politepess.

D:moralised by the party’s hu-
miliating electoral debacle, SLFP ers
looked for explanations. In such
a mood of dospondency. even
party stalwarts do not search for
the basic or the major causes,
such as the economic situation,
government policies, party align-
meats and shifting  alliances or
the the changing eorrelation of
forcss in the country. They often
find vicarious satisfaction in the
ready answer and easy rationali-
sation.  While several lakhs of
rank-and-file supporters and sym-
pathisers were overwhelmed by
their own personal and family
troubles in village and small town
in the wake of crushing defeat
and the cock-a-hoop outbursts of
th:ir victorious, traditional rivals,
parly opinion settled on one ex-
planation at the middle and upper
levels of the SLFP heirarchy.
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stirs

the SLFP

Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne, a loun-
der member and senior  minister,
fired the first shot openly with
his now famous cowflidential cir-
cular. (Exclusively published in
this journal).

What Mr. Hangaratne did was
tv put in simple, folsky and
typically SLFP idiom the same
sentiment that his one-time Cabi-
nel colleaguc, the more cosmopo-
litan Me. T. B. Subasinghe had
expressed before he quit the party
three months before  the July
1977 battle. Mr. Subasinghe bad
spoken about *an invisible govern-
ment’, another term for what
SLFP insiders in  the 1970-77
period (particularly after the LSSP
was expelled in 1975) cailed ‘the co-
urt circle.” It wus a code word for
the domination of the party and
its decision-making process by the
Bandaranaikes and Ratwatles.

As this internal criticism (or
sell-criljcism) assumed significant
proportions, Mrs.  Bandaranaike
made her first gesture. The need
for an agonising re-appraisal and
re-orsanisation was acknowledged.

Her main aim was to retain
command of the party, hold it
topether  without  allowing a

crack-up, the fate suffered by the
Indian Congress, The device she
chose was 3 re-otganisation commi-
ttee  to  make thorough-going
analysis of organisational defects
and recommend nzcessary changes
in structure. Behind these moves
and counter-moves was a critical
issue which was not bluntly stated.
Did re-orgapisation imply demo-
cratisation?

As  with the UNP and the
Senanayakes until  pre-election
‘Rulkmanisation® cnded that, family
hegemony of the SLFP meanta
feudal approach to party politics,
and parry organisation. (*Feodal’,
by the way, isa word which is used
with utmost circumspection even
by SLFP leftwingers, some Mar-
xist-inclined intellectuals actually

pot

that serlous disapree- |

Fears
| ments within the SLFP heirarchy
| may lead to an open rift or even |
a party split a fa the Congress in
India were dispelled last Saturday
when the 400 strong Executive
Committee reposed the fullest
confidence in party FPresident,
Mrs., Sirimave Bandpranaike.
Under transitional arcapgoments |
which will hold good till the next
Congress is held as required by
. the new party constitution, Mrs.
i Baudaranaike will run the SLFP's
| affairs with the help of a 17 mem- |
| ber‘special commiltes’ named by '|
( her.

“The Sest sign of party unity”
@ top SLFP spokesman told this
¢ journal **was the proposer and
i seconder of the main resclution — |

the party’s No. 2 and No. 3, Mes-
srz Mnitripala Sepanayake and
T. B, llangaratne,"

While the Committee is guite
represenlative, political observers
noted the absence of Messrs Fellx
Bandaranaike, Kalugalla, Badi-
nd-din Mahmed and other stalwaris
of the past. |

trotting out neo-Marxist theories
to explain away 1the go-optation
of feudal elements in broad social
bloc supporting the SLFP ‘for-
ward' march to socialism in the
spational-democratie™  phase).

In what seemed a serious res-
ponse to the mounting internal
pressure for re-orzanisation,  demo-
cratisation and modernisation of
the party, and partly in a bid te
play for time, Mrs. Bandaranaike
appointed a committee of party
intellectuals.

From the start, the committee
was suspect in certain party cir-
cles, for various reasons., A
founder member dencunced one
sexpert’ as a Marxist infiltrator!
But the main grounds for sus-
picion was that the Committes
was totally dominated by  Siri-
maoists, a special breed of party
radicals who were as loyal to Siri-
mavo asto Mao, and the China
line in international affairs,

Adopting some elective principles
and participatory processes com-



mou 1o socialist and lefiwing
partics, the Committce produced
recommendations which  seemed
impeccably democratic.  However
some senior and middle  echelon
SLEP'ers were openly sceptical
lor two main reasons:

{a) a study of the actual me-
chanics of election to the key
party bodies (speeially the ‘bloc?
voles given to affiliate organj-
salions ke Youth,
front etc) suguested a prerpoiua-

Wormen's |

tion in practice of coteric can-

trol.

{b} Tn the (transitiona] period

ALL power was in effeer ves- |
ted in the party president,

With the new constitution the

power of the party bosses s

made almost iinpregnable.

While Mrs. Bandaranaike was

thus responding 1o internal pres-

sures, she faced o pew challenge |

from outside. Most of her encr-
gies were engaged in fighting. a
campaign launched from ourside:
questions in parliament, allegations

of abuse and corruption, attacks '

from UMNP, ld Left
COUTE CAses plc.

On 3eptember 26, Mr. . W.R D,
Bandaranaike's deuth Unniversary,
this campaign assumed an inte-
restingly new character. An at-
templ was made to  de-mytholo-
gise 3. W. R. D. and ‘‘re-write"
SLFP history. :

The hallowed centre page of the
state-owned “*Daily  News™ was
given to Dr. N. M. Perera who
had been sacked as Finance Min)s-
ler by Mrs. Bandaranaike far
what she called **vituperative pali-
tics”, including a sacrilepious at-
tack "on her husband's memory,

It is not known whether Dir.
Perera  ‘offered’ the article or
whether the ‘Daily News' invited
him and whether the idea was
approved from Himalayan heights,
While in many respects, Dr. Perera
tried to evaluate 5. W. R. D.'s
achievements from a Marxist stand-
point and broad historical pers-
pective, his tone and style made
his essay a secintillating cxample
of wvituperative journalism.

Then came the well informed and
equally breezy articles by SINHA-
PUTRA.

and JVP,

| Int

ernational news

Braz
Tim Brazlian ‘miracle’ has been

expoted 45 a ‘myth. In the
[9607s the cconomic made) atlopted
by Brazil {fotlowing  the Fiseist
military  take over of ‘0d)  wag
widely touted as a suececs story
ty Western economists and *social
scientists’. This clzim was echoed
by their mimics among the techno-
crats i anany  ‘Third  Warld’
countries. Thus Brazil was pre-
sented as a  developmental model
for other Latin American, Afri-
can and Asian nations. The Braz-
lian model was infact adopted
by, or rather imposed upon, the
majority of Latin American count-
ries by their privileped elites and
military men, just as the [ndo-
nesian  model (circa 1965) was
‘introduced’ in most South East
Asian countries around the same
period.

What was  significant (and, in
some eyes, sinister) was the special
pitch made for the SLFP’s No.
2, Mr. Maiiripala Senanayake, |
and his contribution to the 1956
victory, Mr. Senanayake, the author|
said, was the one politician whaorm |
5.W.RD. actually went out of
his way to grant party nominatjon, |
Sinhaputra net only referred 1o
his “‘charisma and ‘integrity™ hur
brought into the open an episode
known only to top-rung S.1.F.P."-

Crs. |

Seized by intimations of morta-
lity {natural or political) many of!
our veteran parliamentatians celeb- |
rated their silver jubilces or long |
careers a few years ago. On thei
occasion of Mr, Senanayake’s30 h
anniversary celebrations, Mr. .ﬂ..F.|
Javasuriva, 5. W. B D's ctus:si;
friend, wrote about how his leader |
made a special lrip o Anura-
dhapura to persuade Maitri to
join him. Evidently this paragraph
was excised on orders from above,

Who is Sinheputra? An cx-
Stalinist  (in his student days)
turned Sinhala lion post- 1956, his

white mane was & familiar sight |
in the corridors of the Foreign |
Ministry a few years back.

il: miracle revealed as myth

Since its inception, the Brazi-
lian patlern  of cconomic growih
has  besn  severely eijlicized by
radical academics in Latin America
and the world over, as having
fustered the development of capita-
lism by increasing dependency on
U. 5. neocolonialism aod simulta-
neously pamperizing the majority
of the population. These and
ather  long standing  criticisms
made by thz ‘dependencia’ schonl
of l:ltwing academics has now
been borne out through cmpirical
data  presented by impeccably
‘neutrdl” institutions. In fact thys
duta has now made is way into
the Western press. and foreign
correspondents in Bragjl, appalled
by the stark socio-economic dispa-
ritics prevailing there, have [iled
hostile reports 1 lending Western
journals and newsoapers,  Sa,
enlightened sections in the West
are beginning to  be increasingly
conscious  of the effects of a
‘free enterprise’ dominated, profit
motivated, market centred foreign
investment based economic model
—amodel of which Brazil i5 a
prime example,

In a recent survey
Financial Tintes {Lendon),
Smith reporting  from  Rio de
Janerio cites statisiics presented
by the capitsl city's authoritative
Institute of Economies :-

* 35% of Brazilians aver the age
of 5 are illiterate,

* 531% have no
in their homes,
* 4% still cook by wood fires,
* 5% have no domestjc cooking
facilities at all.
40% have no electricity,
31.3% have no drajns.
Annual inflation is arounpd 40

Real wages have fallen in the
past two years,

* The *minimum monthly cost
for food alone is ground Us 3§

in the
Diana

piped water

% #* # =

90.39, which is abgve the
national monthly minimum wage
of US § 82,75,



* Hopusing rent for & minimum
wage earner is around 26.32
US % a month if the hcouse is
on the city fringes, but cven
a one bedroom flat (with no
bathroom) closer to the city
ceptre 15 around 30 US B a
monih, while a two bedroomed
house costs over 185 US §
monthly, Rents have risen by
38% annually, in the city itself.

*  Transport costs are high (5 11.95
monthly) and
43% within the last year.

* Flcotricity, water, gas and tele-
phone rates rise constanlly.

Diana Smiith goes on to state
that while Brazil's expoit oriented
industrialization has grown mass-
ively, a clamp has simultaneously
been impesed on domestic con-
sumption.  “1t has bsen felt by
Brazil's senior  technocrats and
military economic strategists that
the first priority must be to en-
large the sizz of the national
cake and that only then can
income be maore equitably distri-
buted—on the promise that the
higher earners are naturally the
best savers and that  through
taxation, part of their  wealth
flows iota public coffers. In
practice however, the high car-
ners have turned into high spen-

ders, eschewing their savings books

while buying cars, properly and
consumer durables' says Bs. Smith.

Citing official  siatistics, the
same, correspondent  points  out
that the gap between the richest
5% of Brazilian society and ihe
poorest 209 is widening all the

time. Although the per capia
income in 1977 was US § 1,400
and it had risen by 5 3% m

comparison with 1977, tus figure
15 in fact misleading, and musks
the wital fact that the income of
the richest 3% piew by 133.7%
from 1970 - 1976, while 1the in-
come of the poorest 20% rose by
only 30% in the same period.
Moreover, adds Diana Smith, the
south of the country has developed
industrially at the eaxpense of the
Morth ard MNorthzast which  re-

main poor and backward.

4

have risen by

US viewpoint

You cen berin fight now to start
solving wlhotl a top internatioal
ofTicial calls the mast difficult problm
in the ward today.

# The problem is the imability of
those who lhave known nothing but
relative affluence 1o undersiand  the
despair and aspivotions  of the third
world, inclieding more then 600 million
peaple with incomes of less than 15
cenls a day.

4 Your solution miglt begin by
guessing which finance officer or which
developing country said this!

“We are to A certain cxtesl in the
situation of & country exchudad from
foreign  commerce. We  can indeed
pbtain frem abroad the manufaciured
supplics of which we ure o wani;
but we experience NUMErOUS iMpeGis
menis to  the sale of our  own
commaodities.

“In such a position we cannol
exchangs  with  Eurcpe on  equal
terms. and  the lesck of recprociey
would render ws the victims of &
systerm which  weuld  induce us 1o
confing ourselves te aoriculiure and
refrain fromn manofactuces, A cols
stant and increasiog DeSessily o0 our
part for the commaodities of Europe,
amd only a partial and  occasional
demand for our own in return, could
not but cxpose us to a saile of
impoverishmzne "'

If you guessed Alexander Hamiiton,
Secresary  of the Treasery  of  ihe
v Liniied States of Americs, you
are right.  But you might heve been
purdened for thinkmg it was ibe
Ambassador  rom  Colombia whe
bopan his icaurs ps President at Lthe

United ™auows General Assembly a

fortnisht  aga with & specch in
sumElar vein.

To v that  the  now  ereat
indusirint poion of the United Stales

was once tatking like an LT {less
developod  colniryr of wodoy is 10
sense whal the  third  world  needs,
wants, and should be aided in achie-
ving, It is not “handows”” as is
emphasized by a man who should
know — Bradlord Morse,  head of
LN Development Yrogram, the main
channel of *development conperition’”

for the third  worlde What o the
L1ai™s doowant s sell-reliaecs, dig-
nily. was al e ipeguities ol
LS b sem af which ey
feel thems the *wictims'™ 25

much a3 Alexander Hamilton's [eda-
ling LL5. did

Butl ihe iandustrial countrics todey
— ke emuivelors ol “Eerope™ in
Hamdion's  conspiad e boen
having sich ceoaomic  proclems of
their own thka! the pzeds of the third
wosld  have  baen roceiving shert
shrifr, The developing nations”  gprow-
ing aneer”™  over  beng o Cwirtdally
ignored during the
is reported Lo have been  repeatcdly
siressed im0 Washistan as hc doler-

past fow years™".

THE POOR WORLD

national Monetary Fund and Weorld
Bank prepared 1o hold their current
anpual meeting there.

More vonstructive emotions than
anger are required to make progress
in world development  needs.  The
rescue of the Fforsign aid bill on the
floor of the House showed that
~{gngress does respond positively Lo
reasaned argument.”  in the words
of o U5, State Department official.

And  vreasened  argument’’  Tasher
tnan  rihetoric s what the angry
tnird  world ought to Gse in s

campaign for economic justice. Yot
e better-off  counsries  and  their
cilizeéns have to make the effort of
inteflest apd empathy to understond
the anper and [rusiration of lands
that want to rise under their own
mower, as early America  did, but
find so many international  cards
stacked against them.

It was the UNs Mr. Morse who
said this matter of wnderstanding
was the most difficult problem facing
the world. Resolving it i imporiant
not only for the poor countries but
{for the whole world ecconomy.

It ought ta ke cnough, as Swedish
economist Guonnar Myrdal has said,
to make 3 humanifarian appeal (o
thaze able to share of their bounty o
Lelp their neighbours help themselves.
Hut development cooperation is the
kind of bread cast upon the waters
which comes back butlered.

The United Stares, for example,
galls to the developing nalions  far
maore  than it buys (excepl  for
energyl, with far more jobs depen-
dent o export to the  third world
than are  lost  throcsh compeition
frop-world  imporis. More U, 8,
manufacturers go ko the thied world
than to Wesern Euwrope, Japan, and
the communist couniries taken to-
eiher.

A flourshing third-world economy
and market would mcan nol oo less
but a more flourshing “lirs-world™
ECONaMmY, And (b2 humanitarian
achievament of reducing hunger and
mecting olher buman needs would be
shared by all.

T get things going in the  right
direction. devclopng natious need a
leg wp throuph such means as finan-
cigl, technicsl., and tarff  assistance
for theoir emerging industries; coope-
ration in stabilizng prices of their
commoditics; Tesisting  protectionst
efforss against their exports; [oste-
ricg equituble cxploitation of their
patural  resources.  Such  measeres
would help the  international system
o0 work for ° them, as Alexander
Hamilton spuplt for s couniry  in
the 18th ventury, while they gain
what any  self-respecting country
wants — the strength 1o stand on their
own feet.

{Christian Science  Monitor}




Secrets of

by Arnaud de Borchgrave

hen Egyptian President An-

war  Sadat  reviewed g
massed formation of troops near
the Suez Canal to mark the fifih
apniversary of the Yom Kippur
war  twa weeks upo, the guns
~were pointed away from lsrael in
a symbolic © gestwre of pesce.
Instead, the Egvplian  forces
faced west, toward their old
rival, Libya. Most  of  the
Egyptian armour on parade is now
being moved from the Sinai
front. to the western military
district on  the Libyan border.
And both Egyplian and U S,
sources tell me that the strategic
redeployment  was one of the
secret verbal undersiandings reach-
ed at Camp David between Sadat
and Jimmy Carter.

For three years now, Sadat hag
been trying 1o persuade the U. S,
to act more decisively against the
expansion of Soviet influence in
the Horn of Africa, the Red Sea
and the Arabian Peninsula, He
was dismayed by Washington's
attempt last year to bring Mos-
cow back in tothe Mideast peace
process. He was deeply troubled
by the war between Somalia and
Soviet-backed Ethiopia (Sadat even
offered t8 send a brigade of his
own troops to help Somalia, but
Washington talked him out of it).
And  he was alarmed by the
Communist coup in  Afghanistan
and the turbulent demonstrations

against the  Shah  of TIran.
But  finally, at Camp David,
Carter 1old Sadat that nothing

short of tacit cooperation among
the U. 5. Egypi, Tsrael, Iran and
Saudi  Arabia was necded 1o
contain  Moscow's  expansionist
plans in a vital part of the world.

According to many sources, a
more  muscular U, 5. foreign
policy will be constructed around
a series of secret undertakings at
Camp David, nore of which was
commitied to paper. The key
points:

@ The secret cooperation bet-
ween Egyptiun and Israeli intzlli-

Camp David

gence services, started at the time
of the Libyan-Soviet buildup
against Egypt at the end of 1974,
will be cxpanded,

® The Egyplian Army willbe
reduced 1o about 200.000 men,
half its present size, and will be
resiructured te protect Egypi and
its friends from inroads by the
U. 8. 8. R. and iis surrogates, such
as Libya. This new, streumlined
army will require large numbers
nfLLS.arm{:ufr.dpe:snnnel_curricrs,
self-propelled artillery, anti-aircraft
tissiles, advanced combat aircraft
and ground-to-ground missiles—al]
to be paid for, presumably, by
Saudi Arabia and the U. 8.

@ Carter  and Sadat agreed
that hardware deliveries should he
linked to progress in. carving out
the Camp David aceords, inclu-
ding the framework for settling
the West Bank issue.

® Once Egypt and Israe] begin
to implement their peace treaty,
U.5  economic apd military aid
ta  the two countries will pe
roughly equal. This was not ga
specific' commitment, my sourceg
say, but a private statement of
Carter's intentions. What WiE
pledged, however, was that any
Arab aid to Egvpt that s reduced
ar cut. off in retaliation for (he
Camp David accords will be
replaced by & consortium  of
Western nations organized by the
1. 5.

@ Israel, for s

part, will

. receive TJ. 8. technalogy to boild

up its own advanced-armaments
industry  and  thys lessen  jis
dependence on the IJ §. Israe] will
also be allowed 1o purchase al|
the F-15 and F- 1§ jet fighters
that it has requested,

One of the main reasons why
Sadat felt so confident of Saudi

support  for the Camp Daxid
accords was that he had finally
talked Carter into pursuing a

tougher policy against the Soviets
— a key Saudi  objeciive for
years. In the end, 'the Saudis
moderated their objections te the

Camp David deal
assured them that a peace Lrealy
beiween FEgypt and  Isruel was
definitely ‘linked #n his mind with
progress toward solulion of the
West Bank-Gaza Strip problem.

But now  Sadat, increasingly
bitter about his Arab and Pales.
tinian detractors, has backed away
from this linkage and seems 1o
be determined to go through with
B separale peoace. The Saudis fear
that this would provoke a deeper
split in the Arab  world and
a sharp increase in Sovict influence

when Sadat

in _the anti-Sadat states, thus
defeating  the pew strategic
cquation worked out at Cump
David. -
India

Fighter engine deal

: GREEMENT HAS been rea-
Acl]ed with Russia on supply
of a more powerful engine for the
MiG-21 to be built in Indig under
licence. This follows talks with a
Soviet team on ways to accelerate
the indigenisation of the improved
version of the aireraft,

India already makes the MiG-21
in a three-factory complex and has
tried hard to get a better engine
to give the aircraft greater thryst
in combat  This Las now been
egrecd to and the improved version
should be in service with the Indian
Air Force by 1980,

This is two  years before the
Jaguar will be built in Indja
under licence from the Adrcraft
Group of B:itish Aerospace, which
has just coacluded talks here,

The company's team was led by
the Aircraft Group's chairman,
Mr. F. W. Page,

Mr. Page confirmed that British
Acrospace has offered the Harrier'
to the Indian Navy and hoped the
vertical take-off aireraft would serve
its needs adequately, He did not
disclose details but it is understoad
that the Government has decided
to buy 20 Harriers initially.
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Mao’s

Even the Little Red Book
is a little less read

by Frederic A. Moritz

Mau Tse-tung, “‘father’”
of the Chingse comm-
pnist revolution, has been
lowered from his pcdestal.

China's present leaders
denounce as ‘‘superstitious’’
and “fendal'’ the leadership
vieplt™ that held sway over
the world's most populous
nation just a few years ago.

Remember the “Little Red
Book of the late Chair-
man's sayings? China's milli-
ons are no longer encouraged
to study that volume late
into the the might for clues
on everything from how to
cut grain more quickly to
how to shoot a rifle.

Badges bearing an  image
of Mr. Maos face have
become a relic of the past.
Mewspapsr  mastheads no
longer carry a daily quota-
tion from the late leader.

All this is part of an
ongoing reinterpretation  of
Chairman Mao's legacy. It
began slowly months ago.
In tecent days it has escalated
into a full-fledged attack on
what outsiders have called
the “cult of Mao.”

“The proletarian leaders
are great, but their greainess
has & commonplace and not
a supernatural origin. To
describe them as some kind
of demigod is to deliver a
great insult,”” commented
a recent article in the news-
paper People's Daily.

“For a number of years
such  superstition  circum-
scribed the minds of some
people, and these people
still need to have their minds

g

emancipated,” the article ex-
plained.

Yet in criticizing the *Cult

of Mac" China’s present
leaders inevitably raise a
tricky  question: Was it

massive egotism that led the
late Chajrman to promote
himself  to  demigod. like
stature? The current line
does not fully answer this
question. Instead it blames
Mao’s later purged political
heir Lin Piao for promoting
the cult of an *all-knowing
and all-wise leader.”

Also blamed is the radical
“gang of four” (including
Madame Mao). These were
promoted by Chairman Mao
during the Cultural Reve-
lution (1966) and purged by
his suceessors after his pass-
ing in Autumn, 1976,

The re-examination  of
Chairman Mao thus walks
a delicate balance. It aims
to “wound'' the late leader
without “slaying™ him.

For the post-Mao ‘prag-
matic'’ leadership hases il
program on a selectivereading
of Mao's record, to empha-
size such things as orderly
econpmic development, Wage
incentives for workers, a
reaching out for overicas
technology, and greater tole-
rance for cultural diversity.
This means keeping the
vearly Man®™ of the early
19505 while discarding the
more tadical  “later Mao'
of the ‘'great leap forward”
¢1959) and the Cultural
Revolution (1966).

Mao remains a revered
leader, unlike Stalin, whe

was sharply and  openly
criticized by his successor
Khrushchey  in  the Soviet
Union. For one thing, Mao's
many achicvements are still
widely admired in China.

Many  Chinese  visitors
openly weep when viewing
his remains at a Peking
mausoleum.  For  another,
Chairman Hua Kuofeng's
authority rests on the claim
that Mao personally selected
him as successor with the
words, “With youin charge,
I am at ease.”

The current regime  thus
regards Mao as a preat but
humanly fallible leader. To
make this point it widely
eirculated in July a 1962
speech in  which the late
Chairman admitted *short-
comings and mistakes™ and
conceded *‘there are many
problems in the work of
cconomic construction which
I still don’t understand.”

A People’s Daily commen-

tary earlier this menth
emphasized that Maa's
writings should not always

be taken literally and con-
cluded, *'It is impossible for
every sentence to hbe the
truth.”

And on Oct. 9 the People’s
Daily reprinted a 1949 speech
in which the widely respected
late  Premier Chou En-lai
declared, *We must not take
him (Mao Tse-tung) as a
mystic leader from whom
we cannot learn. We must
not take him as a unique
godhead.”

— The Christian Science Monitor
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Symposium

Which way for the

(2) A. M. Jinadasa

A. M. finadasa began fiis political career in the Dry
Zone omong the peasantry, Elected to Parliament in
1870 he clashed with the SLFP leadership on issues thot
offected the peasantry, A day dfter Parlioment was
prorogued, he crossed over to the opposition with four
other SLFP MPs to form the Peaples Democrotic FParty

of which he is the President.

Q: What were the circumstances
that led to  your breaking away
from the SLFP in igry?

A Our rebel group opposed
the “right” tendencics within the
United Front and fought on issues
like the subsidy cuts in the seventy-
two budget. In the Government
we hud also to oppose the Left
party lcaders who were mare in-
terested [n protecting the coalition
rather than radicalising it. We
later became a much broader Broup
pepularly identificd with the Jana-
vegaya which challenged the cor-
rupt bureaucracy in the SLEP and
formed s owp parallel trade
union federation. We clashed ope-
nly with the SLFP leadership
over the Government Press strike,
the railway strike and the Weera-
suriya shooting. It was we who
dragged the CP out of the Front,
dragged them out screaming, after
they had done their best to ra-
tionalise their existence in the
truncated coalition,

0: Why did you leave the United
Left Front which you were fnstry-
mental in forming?

A: As early as March seventy-
sevenn we launched discussions in
order o creaic a new United Left
Front. But from the beginning we
made it clear that the Front should
not be merely an association of a
few parties represented in Parlia-
inent,

Our anticipated cross-over led 1o
the proregation of Parliament and
the lapsing of the Emergency. This
led to the release of a number of
political detainees who were pre-
pared to work in a broad Ieft
Front, we endeavoured to mobilise

Ao M. Snadasa

these youth. We succeeded to the
extent that Mahinda Wijesckera's
Mahajana Vimukthi Pakshaya and
Dharmasekera's Prajathanthravadj
Jathika Peramuna were included in
the ULF's electoral campajgn. But
thereafier the LSSP and CP leader-
ship sought to bar the new leflists,
This climaxed prior to the May Day
when our efforts to have a comman
May Day rally was thwarted with
the result that we joined the new
left parties at their rally.

Q: What is your present gssess-
ment af the United Left Fromt?

A: The ULF leaders have out-
lived their existence, They seem to
be screaming their heads off as they
are consigned to the dustbin of his-
tary. They are progressively isola-
ting themselves from the vouth, the
workers and th: other democratic
¢lements. The leaders have made
ho attempt to carry out a deep,
thorough Marxist analysis of their
present predicament. One of their
recent recruits, remarked that it
only remained for them to have
performed  the  pamsankulz  (the

Left ?

lust rites). Their internal bulletins
betray their superficial, subjectiva
approach,

Q: How do you view the SLFP?

A: We took on the SLFP |eader-
ship even at a time when the refor-
mist Left leaders were their stout
defenders. The axtent of their com-
promise is betrayed in the LSSP
leaving behind three of its MPs in
the SLFP and in the Tudawe-wing
of the CP still bemoaning their
break with the old UF. We charac-
terisc the SLFP as a party of the
national bourgeoise growing into a
big bourgeais. Iis comprador lean-
ings surface when it is in power and
the Seevali Ratwatte-Felix Dias
group are in the ascendency. When
IN opposition the radical elements
like the Dinakara Broup gain in-
fluence. Nevertheless jts hold over
the peasantry is formidable.

The reformist left leaders analyse
the SLFP in thejr characteristically
subjective manner in terms of per-
sonalities; even now posing Maitri-
pala Senanayake as ap alternative
leader. Maitripala as Minister of
Industries in 1960-64 built up the
power base of the new industrial
bourgeniaje.

Q: What role do you see the JVP
Playing in today's pofitics?

A: Today’s IVP is, s to say, only
the Menshevik-faction of the old
mavement. And it g increasingly
clear that they were released afier
some understanding with the UNP.,

|
|
In introducing this series
of interviews we referred to
Mr. N. Sanmugathasan’s party
as ‘an Albanian group'. It has
been pointed out 1o os that
his party is the Ceylon Com-
munist Party which follows g
broadly pro-Albanian line o
major international jssues,




Most of the young people in their
party are sincere and genuine when
they call themselves communists.
But the leadership is so threateped
it canoot even call & conference.
and it is pursuing i1 own ob-
jectives. This leadership is constan-
tly clashing with those at the
receiving end of things, like the
Thulhiriya workers. They press
for direct action while the leaders

are espousing & parliamentary
path. In fact, a majority of the
old JVP leadership has crossed

over to the new left parties and
this trend is continuing

Q: What are the immediate tasks
of the Left In Sri Lanka?

A: We need not merely a left
front but a national fromt, which
while led by the working class,

must involve the peasantry, the
revolutionary inmtelligentsia, the
students and the youth. Ttmust

mobilise all democratic and pat-
riotic segments of the population
in a brond mass struggle against
the comprador.

Q: How do you view the demands
by the Tamils for a separate state?

A: Of course we accept the
right of self determination for
minorities. But we would make
every endeavour to convince the
Tamil people that secession cannot
solve their problems, anymore than
it did lor the Bengalis in Bangla-
desh.

Qn the other hand if the demand
came from progressive elements
emong the Tamils, say as in Eri-
trea, it would bring on a different
complexion to the issue. PBut the
TULF leadership is bourgeois, and
has never shrunk from aligning it-
self with the UNP. Tt is this factor
that has brought on the crisis with-
in the TULF, with a confrontation
between the youth and the leader-
ship. We see positive signs in the
youth front. We have no hesita-
tion therefore in calling for the
release of the TULF youth leaders
who have been thrown into jail
by the UNP.

| Torture

The Filbinger Affair

The spectre of Nazism

by Jayantha Somasund eram

he watchdogs of human rights

scem to keep a special  eye
on Germany. That's not surpri-
sing. The land of Hiller and
Nazism, the roins of Auschwitz
and Belsen, Dachau and Buchen-
wald, and the memories of six
million Jews who perished, seems
to. justify this. The attained
economic prominence and  the
developing military capabilities of
West Germany point to her early
domination of the European Eco-
nomic Community, and finally of
Western Europe itself,

Anxiety has developed over the
Berufsverbote — the ban on public
employment for political reasons.
The Third Isnternational Bertrand
Russell Tribupal has issued a
report on the Berufsverbote.

The intellizence service Ferfass-
ungsschutz  operates on a huge
scale to gather information about
every kind of lawful political
activity by German citizens; i. e,
membership in  legal groups and
parties, signing letters and peli-
tions. attending public meetings,
distributing pamphlets, participa-
ting in demonstralions, making
speeches and publishing.

Applicants  for employment in
the public service are informed
that doubts exist as ta their
politizal loyalty on the basis of
lawful  activities, ofien only
occasional or long-past, on the
basis of reports by the Verfass-
ungsseluiz,

Legal political parties and groups,
as well s individuals, who are
critical of any Government policy,
including  Berufsverbote, cvan be
considered ‘hostile to the consito-
tion" by the authorities, Not only
membership in such organisations,
but any kind of association with
such parties, their members or
sympathizers, may be enough
to create doubts as to a person’s

‘loyalty’. As & result, Berufsver-
bote affects Commuanists, whose
party is legally constitued in
Germany, and in addition those
who participate in virtually aoy
left-of-centre political activity.

Usually the information that
prompts a loyalty hearing is sent
to the prospective employer by
the data-gathering intelligence
service. Sometimes the hearing is
required because ol an accusation

by an informant, such as a
neighbour or a co-worker. The
hearing is behind closed doors,

where persons who are summoned
are subject to interrogations as to
their pelitical opinions.

The suspccts are assumed to be
guilty of being enemies of the
constitution unless they can prove
their *innoeence’. Their atlemps
to explain complex political
matters are met with interruptions
and demands to answer ‘yes' or
‘no'. Refusal to answer or attend
the hearing is taken &5 an
admission of guilt. What s
required is a recantation of dis-
approved opinions, and an un-
equivocal profession of officially
sanctioned views. Often, denials
of radical views, ecven in the
absence of contrary evidence, are
disbelieved.

For the individuals affected,
exclusion from the public service
is likely to be devastating. Often
there i3 no possibility of alter-
native employment; for even when
the State is not the major
employer the alleged ‘disloyaly’
will become known wherever one
goes. Much more than material
loss, there is the loss of a major
source of  self-fulfillment; the
psychological damage from being
made to feel outcast from society;
the bhumiliution of the inves—
tigative interviews; and the long
delays, uncertainties and anxieties
which occar before a decision is
reached.



Apart  from the individuals
affected, large sectors of the
Populaiion are led to feel fearfu]
or exercising their political rights,
They have reason to fear that
any  action  which  those in
authority may consider Lo he of
subversive characier, or show
subversive associatjons, may onc
day be denounced and held against
them should they wish to enter
the public service. FEither of two
results is Likely 1o foltow. Many
may censor their words, refrain
rom engaging in palitical debate,
suppress their own creative possi-
bilities and yield to the pressure
to conform. Many others Mgy
turn to defiance and some to
acts ol private or public despair.
Both these tendencies are prao-
foundly damaging to society. No
society can progress, particularly
at a time when enermous econo-
mic and social problems have lo
be faced in the world without the
participation and unrestricted flow
of ideas from all sectors, especially
its youth.

The Berufiverbote has sprung
into prominence at & time when
the presence of former Nazis in high
positions of the Federal Republic
has caused a  scandal A small
stif was created early, this year
when Hans Filbinger, the Minister-
president of Baden-Wurttenberg
was identified as a court-martial
officer in the Nazi Mavy, He
was exposed as one who handed
down death sentences (o dissident
Naval officers. It is claimed that

he was responsible for 120
executions. The London *Tines®
writes: “The case of Dr. Hans

Filbinger is reaching the propor-
tions of a scapdal involving not
only his person but alse his party
and his country,"

The  Filbinger-affair  became
scandalous  when his  Christian
Democratic Party sprang to his
defence. This led British T. V.
commentator Tom  Bower to
characterise West Germany as the
safest and most profitable place
for Nazi criminals. Critics also
point to the plethora of neo-Nazj
organisations in West Germany.

After a “friendly reunjon'”,
licutenants at the Bundeswchr
College in Munich staged a “*mock
burning of Jews'® on February 1s,

1977, Queting from eye-witness
accounts, the daily Frankfirter
Rundschaw worte.
"When the fire went our, some.
one shoulted *Put on some more
wood".  And then someone  else
remarked, ‘Why nol  Buen Jews
instendd? S0 picces of poper and
cardboard  with fhe ward et
amearcd onm them  were thrown
into the fire. There were shouts
of 'Seir Heil' and the Mazj anthem
‘Die Fahne hoch®  wasz sung.""
At the Bundeswehr College in
Hamburg, Navy Sub-Lit. Sosam
was  called a  “Jew' by his
“comrades” who gave him  the
nickname  Sholom Rosenbaum.
On the door of his room they
smeared these words: “*Here |jves

the  Jew Sholom. Don't  buy
anything from Jews' A slogan
used in the “30s to  terrorize

Jewish shop-keepers.

Together with other neo-MNazis,
former students of the Hamburg
Bundeswehr College have set up
an SA-Sturm (squad  of storm
troopers) in Hamburg, calling for
the extermination of *““Jews and
Communises',

Neo-Nazi pamphiets have been
distributed at a2 Bundeswehr barracks
in Nuremherg. They brazenly dis-
miss 45 a “lie” the murder of miili-

ons of Jewish people in Nazi
concentration camps.
The extent of Nazi influence

in the West German Armed Forces
is also betraved by the naming
of military institutions jn honour
of Hitler's generals,

The ‘General Guderian Barracks'
18 in Goslar, Heinz Guderian is
still  being  celebrated  in the
Bundeswehr as the “architect of
the German panzer force™: after
the attempt on Hitler's [ife in
July 1944 he was one of the most
relentless last-ditch  fanatics in
his capacily as Army chief-of-
staff.

The ‘Ritter von Leeb Barracks'
i5 in Landsbergs. General Wilhelm
von Lesh commanded the Army
Group North in the invasion of
the USSR: judged as a war Cri=
minal by an Allied military tribunal
after the war, he was released
from prison by the Adenauer
Government before his term was
up,

The *Molders Barracks’ are in
Brunswick  and Visselhovede.

Lultwaffe officer Werner Moiders
bepan his carreer in the Condor
Legion, taking part in the wianton
bombing of civilians during the
Spanish Civil War, Decoruted by
the Mazis  with the Knight's
Cross, complete with Qak Lenves,
Swords and diamonds, he is now
being idolized by the air force of
Dundesweher together with “heroes™

such  as Colonel Hans-Ulrich
Rudel, another ace of the Mazi
LuftwalTle,

The Spectre  of Nazism  that
Eeems to hang over West Ger-

many is given greater credibility
due to German involvement with
the regime in Chile. The Celonig
Dignidad concentration camp in
Chile is run for the DINA — the
Chilean secret service organisation
— by the German Paul Schafer,

A UN-Report on Human Rights
has thizs to =aY: Acoording  to
stalements prisoners ape exposed
te different ‘experiments’ jp Dig-
midad  withogt being asked,
Amang them are experiments on
the limit of byrden carrjed
through by various methods of
torture {beating, electro-shocks,
hanging, etc); drugs that mentally
break the prisoners, long periods
of isolation, and other inhuman
conditions,

“As il seems in  Colonig Dip-
nidad exists a  specigl centre of
torture at a  subterranean place
with special equipment and small
sound-proof, hermetically sealed
prisoners’ cells. The prisoners put
on hoods of leather which are
adhered to the face by chemi-
cal means. It is said that in these
cells  examinations are carried
throwgh with a radiophone set,
while the prisoners are naked,
tied to metal gratings, and are
exposcd to electro-shocks.'

The organisation Amnesty Inter-
national  has substantinted  the
statement of the UN-report by
investigations which took severa]
months.  The Lutheran bishop
Helmut  Franz deported from
Chile, has explained to Stern:
“In Chile as well as in some
other European countrice, we
have met former political prisoners
of the military regime who testify
that they have been  tortured in
the German colony.™
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Meat without | bones'

hat is vivid in my Imin_d
abopt Chou En-lai is his
jet black hair. Mow [ koow

where it cames from-— the panto-
thenic acid in the soyabean, a
major item in the Chincse diet for
centuries. But that’s only by the
the way. If there has ever been
a kind of culinary quest for a
philosopher's stone in the kitchen,
the Chinese scem to hawve reached
it, as always, just abit ahcad of
the rest of mankind.

These thoughts came into my
mind while watching Mrs. Gai
Kim, the wife of the UNDP repre-
sentative in Sri Lanka, perform
the magic of transforming liguid
into solids in the kiichen of the
Colombo Hotel School and ecreat-
ing in the process one of the
exciting foods for mankind—a
meat without bones

She called it *boncheese’ because
it was a kind of cheese, and *bhon’,
beeause in the language of French
gourmets it means good. But also
te remind, just in ease you got
the idea that this was some damm
foreign dish, that it is a cheese
made from a bean that the Sinha-
lese call ‘thoanchy’,

But let me return to the alchemy
I was witness to along with mem-
bers of the Sri Lanka Women's
Caonference, which had  kindly
arranged for Mrs. Kim to put
on her marvellous transmutation
act. She brought along with her
a couplz of aides, Mrs Shu from
the Modern Chinesc Cafe and
Banda her kitchen help.

But the centre of attraction that
evening was the soyabean. You
conldn't make it out, though, for,
as she apologised, she had to
mash the bean before she brought
it in to cut the performing time
down. . Anyway, to mash beans,
she said, just soak them for about
four hours —one cup of beans to
an appreciable amount of water

10

and grind them to a fine paste
on a grinding stone.

Only a movie camera is compe-
tent to tell the rest of the story.
What T have toreport is that the
paste Mrs Kim brought was mixed
with water, put to boil, then fil-
tered through a cheesecloth and
the milk that was filtered was put
hack on the f(ire and boiled again
It was after all thizs that the
miragle beogan.

Mrs Shu brought out a Jittle
botile of specially made brive
and addsd o few drops to  the
miik which was now removed
from the fire. She kept on stirring
the liguid, adding a few more
drops of brine and moving the
spatula up and down the sides
of the pan to see whether the
transmutation had begun,

When little yellow flecks app-
eared on the rapidly cooling milk
Mrs Shu announced that the soli-
dification bhad begun. We were
now in command of the philospher’s
stone. The milk was poured into
a little wooden box that had a
chezsecloth te receive ihe magical
contenis. The cloth was  folded
over the liguid and pressed down
with a2 wooden cover which had
a weight on i,

Mrs Kim now bent over the
woodsn box and like a stage
magician pulling out the fabled
rabbit opened the box and held
out the removable bottom of the
wooden box on which was now
a square shaped, beige quivering
pudding about an inch high. A
great moment, indszed, the dross
had heen changed to pgeld, or
rather inte a high protein [ood
now greatly in demand by the
whole waorld.

When the bean curd was finally
presented o those watching  the
spectacle the little cubes of *bon
cheese’ that kept bobbing up and

AMrs. Kim shows how seya curd [y press
ed i bax ta produce a saft calte

down in the curry was very
appetising since it looked decept-

ively like pieces of meat. As a
companion to  the ‘boncheese’
Mrs Kim had chosen a Sri

Lankan fuvourite — pollos, and the
two complemented cach other
giving the tongue and palate
a delightful sensation.

Mrs, Kim admitted that making
a little bean curd at a  time was
not  really worth  the effort.
What should be done, as is done
in China, Korea and Japan, is to

apen little shops in town and
villapes where the bean curd
could be produced still more

cheaply to mect the needs of a
larger community. We do  that
now, she pointed out, with hop-
pers and bread.

Until such time as these little
shops come along you may call
at the Modern Chinese Cafe at
Havelock Road whers bean curd
is available. If vou are really
keen on making the bean curd
at liome you can also get the
specially made brine from them.

— 5 P



ii The ?&r?s

by Charles Abeyasekera i

The irrelevance of the Tower

he Tawer Hall, built In

1909-11 is probably $.i Lanka's
first permanent theatre and long
identified with the murtye period
of Sinhala drama, was re-opened
as & thealre under siate auspices
on 15th Sepiember this year with
a new production of John de Silva’s
play Siri Sangabo.  After over
thirty years of service as a theatre
it had been wrned inte a cinems
and its re-opening has been hai-
led as a histaric occasion, both
for the revival of a tradition that
some nostalgically hark back to
as the ‘polden ape® of Sinhala
theatre, and for the promise it
holds of significant state encoura-
gement and patronage of the arts,

The speeches, articles and news-
papsr supplements that appeared
on this occasion made two main
points: namely that the Tower Hall
was i continuing symbol of the
tesurgent nationalism of the Sinhala
people and that its re-opening mar-
ked the revival of an Ilmportant
theatrical tradition.

It is rather significant that no
one thought fit to mention the
fact that there is today in Sri
Lanka a live and vigorous thea-
trical movement dating ' back to
the fifiies and that in the light
of its development the revival of
the Tower Hall tradition is irre-
levant.

In order to examine this situa-
tion furcher, it is necessary to go

back to the history of theatre
in 5ri Lanka and note a few
facts:

{a) There has been no secular
theatrical or dramatic tradition in
Sinhala until the 191y century;
only a primitive kind of drama
existed in what has been called
‘the ritual theatre’ in the thovil,
sokari and folam coremonies,

(b) The first form of theatre
proper in Sinhala, divorced fram
any ritwal significance, was 1he
nadagama; this form was Dravidian
in origin as is attested from the
fact that the first nadugamas were
translations from the Tamil. It

was a drama completely in sUNgE
with a central role Tor music
which was jn the Carnatic tradi-
tion. Though the thematic content
of the nadagama was fictjonal or
legendury unlike the ritual thearre
which had been confined to cer-
tain specific exorcist themes, yet
there Were some comimon characte-
ristics—the role of music and song,
the absence of scenery and play-
house—and was therefore able 1o
draw on und merge with prevailing
traditions. It subsequently became
very popular in the Western apd
Southern coastal areas, allthough
it never penetrated into either the
interior  of  the country or the
cities,

(c) As stated earlier the dramatic
form was not a part of the Sin-
hala literary tradition; indeed it
seems to have been a  despised
form in spite of good Sanskrit
antecedents,  Whatever the relj-
gious, cultural or social basis for
this situation, it determined the
social basis of theart. In effect
this meant that the theatre was
confined to the rural sefting, the
relatively simple rural peaple and
their folk culiure, The nadagama
too shared this qualitv—in the
writing, the perfermances and the
audience. Sinhala educated literat]
thus had no time or inclination
1o interest themselves in the thea-
tre. This was the background in
which Parsi theauwrical toupes from
Bombay began performing plays in
Colombe in the last decades of
the 19th ceniury. These plays de-
parted from tradition in a number
of significant ways—they deman-
ded an enclosed playhouse, a pros-
cenium stage; elaborate and gor-
geous  seitings mnd costumes, a
florid style of acting and music
based on the more melodic North
Indian tradition. They captivated
the urban audiences and so0m,
Sinhala plays written on  similas
themes, oflen translations, presen-
ted in the same mode and to (he
sam= music, tock to Lthe stage,

What were the origing of this
‘nurti’ theatre and what were its

Hall tradition

determining  characteristics ? As
Sarachchandra has noted, the
Parsi theatre was not a logical
development of the Indian theatri-
cal tradition but the bastard off-
spring of a decadent Indian tra-
dition and cerlain Western theatrical
and eperalic conventians, designed
Lo cater to the debased tasre of
the [ndian urban groups, The
generally accepted tradition is that
the furm had its origin ar the Court
of Wajid Ali Shah as gz kind of
court entertainment and was heg-
vily influenced by the operatic
recollections of some French minis-
ters at his court. However, (hijs
theatrical form became VELY popu-
lar in Bombay and other Indian
cities and was carried by touring
theatrical troups to S Lanka as
well as other South-Asian  coun.
tries. The Parsis, an Indisan Com-
munity that was quick off the
mark in adapting to the cultural
values and needs of the imperialist
overlords, played g dominating role
in this process.

In form, it was a crude copy of
Western theatre; it was a mixture
of high emotion, SONg. CoOmic inter-
ludes, crude melodrama, somewhat
like the formula Sinhala film of
today. It relied for its attraction
on music, songs, stage settings and
magical effects, and drew its themes
from Indian legend or fram adap-
tations of Western plays or comic
operas.

In Sri Lanka, this whole form
was taken over, but the absence of
a dramatic tradition in Sinhaja
cruelly affected its development.
It remained crudely imitative in
form, structure and music; in the
absence of any developed drama-
language, its dialogue and lyrics
Were an unsasy mixture of rhetoric
and wvolgar usage. Andits social
base—the Sinhala-educated urban
petty bourgeoisic—determined apd
limited its themes and made of
presentation. According te Sarach-
chandra, the mursi form effectiveiy
killed the nadegama which, in
terms of structure and language,
was much superior to it and had
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also more intringic rools in nalive
tradition.
a* » ¢

Is the revival of this tradition
relevant in the preseat  conlext
and in relation to to-day's needs?
This is the guestion that has 1o
be answered in the light of the
outpourings of nostalgia for the
Tower Hall tradiiion that have
assailed us in the past few weeks.

As far as the dramatic form
is concerned, it does not have
anything of valuz for pluywrights
or audiences of today. lenry
Jayasena's produc jon  of  Siri
Sangabo, with which the renovated
Tower Hall was opened exposed
the limitations of the form. The
production attempted to refine the
florid set:ings and costumes, and
to eliminate the more obvious
stage cffects and pimmicks:; it
also adopted &8 more naturalistic
yet stylised form of acting. In
this context, the play was revealed
as lacking in any dramatic siruce
ture or in characterisation and
character development. lis serious
and comic elemsants did not fuze to-
gether and the attempt to  inject
some measure of refined visual
spectacle {as in the perahera or
court scencsy stood put as com-
pletely isolated from the drama,
Tt was merely a stringing together
of chronological sequences or ta-
bleaux without any sense of
dramatic rhythm.

A readipg of the plays of John
de Silva, Charles Dias and other
spurti’ dramatists reveals this weak-
ness: the plays which they tran-

slated from Shakespeare, Harsha
and other Western and Sanskrit
sources and attempted to  adopt

to the ‘nurti’ conventions are even
more glaring in this respect. This
new production of Siri Sangabo,
however, confirmed this in no
uncertain manner, as also did a
slightly more effective production
of Charles Dias’. ‘Padmavati’ a
fow yedars ago.

The languapge of these plays —
an uneasy mixture of Dbambast,
grandiloguent rhetoric and collo-
quialism—is another disappoint-
ment. Sarachchandra in analysing
the language compares it unfavou-
rably with that of the nadagamas
and calls it generally lacking in
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dramalic or emotional quality. A
rigorous analysis of even some
of the famous lyries will indicate
this same weakness. Of course the
absence of a dramatic convention
in Sinhala and the fact that these
wrilers were funciioning at the end
of a long period of decline 1n
Siphala lterature meant thut they
had to fashivn a language suited
to the new form and their failure
in this attempt should not be held
against them. But what iz of
importance in discussing the Tower
Hall tradition is that since then,
Sinhala playwrights have succeeded
in evolving an idiom that can
range effectively from stylised to
realistic drama,

If in terms of dramatic form,
structure or language, the Tower
Hall plays do not have any lesson
for the contemperary playwright in
Sri Lunka, we have these to con-
sider whe her there is  anviling
to be gleaned from them in terms
of theme and content.

The heyday of nurii theatre
coincided  with the periods of
national resurgence and anti-impe-
rialist activity in Sri Lanka. By
the beginnings of this century, a
petit bourgeoisie educated in Eng-
lish had emerged and were be-
ginning to agitate for more power
and affiuence for  themselves.
These demands were politically
reformist and in the cultural spliere
took the form of oppasition to
Western colture values and a re-
affirmation of traditional Sinhala
and Buddhist virtues.

These agitations took place not
only at the political level; Anaganka
Diarmapala on the nationalist
and religious level and Piyasena
Sirisena in his newspaper articles
and novels lent an added dimen-
sion to the political campaign.
By this time, persons belonging
to this class like John de Silva,
who were commercially engaged
in the theatre, had seen in popular
drama ancther means of propaga-
ting its ideology.

What were the chief features
of this ideology of nationahst
revival that were propagated in
the “npurti’ plays? First was an
insistence on language as the in-
strument of transmittal of cultural

and religious values. John de Silva
in his original plays emphasised
the importance of a knowledge
of Sinhala. In the Sinhusla Para-
bhava Natakaya he says; 1t isap-
parent that the chisf reason for
the decline of the Sinhala raceis
the igonorance of the native lan-
guage. Sinhala people of today,
in their selfish self-interest, tram-
ple on their mother tongue and
learn alien languages and go astray
because they do not know what
their forefathers said and did™.

Second was a condempation of
Western culture vulues. He soun-
dly berated all these Sinhalese
who slavishly accepted the social
and cultural practices of the white
man. In many of his plays with
a contemporary sctting, the vilizins
who come to an evil end are
those who turn their backs on
Sinhala Buddhist culture and adop:
Western ways of living.

Third was a fierce patriotism. In
plays based on historical charae-
ters or themes, he atiempted (o
rouse in his audiences a sense of
their pational heritage, a pride o
belonging to the Sinhala race and
to move them towards reasserting
their failing sense of national
identity. This, of course, touched
more closcly the political sphere;
it even attracted the attention of
the colonial police whose chief,
Diowbiggin, in confidential report
to the Governor on the spread of
nationalist activities, referred fo
sithe geries  of stirring  Sinhalese
plays produced by John de Silva
with the object af creating a spint
of nationalism'', A contemporary
journal described  the plays of
Jobn de Silva and Charles Dias
as heing intended ‘‘to rekindle the
dying embers of patriotism™. This
spirit of nationalism was accom-
panied by a racial chauvinism.
This was not peculiar to  Iohn
de Silva but to all the leaders of
the Sinhala Buddhist revival. The
decline of race and religion are
hlamed not only on the RBritish
rulers, but also on other minority
groups in the country. This alti-
tude comes out strongly in John de
Silva's plays indeed hisactions were
even more direct: he addressed
his audiences before the perfor-
mance of his plays and “expressed
his gut feelings in an abusive speech



in which the Tamils, the Moors
and those who aped the West were
roundly castigated.”

In all these attitudes, John de
Silva, Charles Dias and others were
expressing the prevailing ideclogy
of their class. At thatr particular
point of our history, a certain
segment of the rising capitaljst
class in Sri Lanka soughtto advance
their economic and political inte-
rests and the Sinhala Buddhist
revival was an important aspect
of their struggle.

This was the kind of ideology
present in the plays with historical
or contemporary themes that were
staged at the Tower Hall. One of
the factors that would have to ba
examined, in judging their impact,
is what proportion they econstitu-
ted of the total output of *murti
druma. Of John de Silva's Fifty
odd plays, it seems that less thap
half were concerned with contem-
porary or historical themes. Ang-
ther tactor would bz the composi-
tion of the audience. We have
some evidence that the rising Sin-
ltala bourgenisie Jent thzirpatronage
to the Tower Hall and ware pra-
sent at its perfarmances and that
the audiences included the Sinhala
educated petit bourgeoisie & sec-
tions of the urban working class.

However that may be, it is
guite clear that the metd drama-
tists, of the period did, while mak-
ing of th: theatrs a commercial
success, reflect in their plays the
values and perspectives of  thajr
class—the Sinhala paity bourgeoisie
—and did use drama as a means of
obtaining for themselves increased
ecanomic and political power at
the expense of the Sinhala Chris-
tianised upper classes who had
served up to then as the middlemen
between the imperial power and
the masses.

While one must understand and
appreciate the role that the nure
dramatists and John D=z Silva jn
particular played at a specific
moment  of our history in  the
dramatic, cultural and palitical
fields, it serves no purpose to my-
thologise this rols. It is Very ne-
cessary to dy-mystify this history

(Comtinned on page 153

. Music

A. ). Gunawardana |]
] L

The ‘relevance’ of Rukmani Devi

bb f she had been bore in the
West, Rukmani Devi  would
have turned out 10 begy world

famous opera sioger.”” This is how
EF.C. Ludowyk once commented
on the glowing talent of Rukmani
Devi, then in the peak of her
film career. 1 suppose Professor
Ludowyk knew whereol he spoke,
but of course it has never heen
intellzctually fashiionuble to diseyss
Rukmani Devi and her kind of
art. She never claimed any ‘rele-
vance’ on behall of her music —
a cardinal error in our times,
for today intellectual interest and
validation are availahle only to
those artists who claim (o possess
this elusive substance. The more
‘relevance’ there is, the better the
musi¢, hang the quality of the
music or the singer's rendering of it.

This narrowly -construed sense
of relevance, currently so evident

in  critical writing as  wel] gy
artists’  self - propaganda, was
totally alien to Rukmani Davi's

domain. Quite simply, she was a
good singer. the best female vaice
we have had. Her relsvance, if
that greatly abus=d term stil] has
any wzaning, was {and T insist,
is) to a dimsnsion of sone that
we have learnt to ignore, and
even to dizsavow. The trasic ter-
mination of her caresr should be
oegasion to give some thought to it

The great bulk of our popular
Music today is at best only sub-
literate. Whatever the provenance
of the music —**beat - show™, film
ot theatre—ihe performances are
aoften so egreziously  daficient in
the basic skills that grave doubts
are generated about our colture's
sensitivity te music. The heat-
show —itself a disorienting |abel—
naturally exhibits the least profi-
ciency in musie, but one would
have expected theatre to be more
attentive to the fundamentals of
the art. Regreitably, such concern
is the rare exception rather than
the rule, even in plays that give
primacy to musical expression.

| v, Cunawardana who feaches English
ar Vidvedaya Jas specialized fr fhe
| stwdy af drama and filim.

For the most part, what assajls
our ears al the beat show, in the
theatre and the cinema are vocg-
lisings that are stridently ablivious
of the need to maintain pitch and
time-scale, elements which are
universally undersiood to be the
minimum requircments of muysical
articulation,

This basic limitation, fatal to
musicil development is  further
compounded by the growing media
orientation of our singers. They
would  be  entirely lost without
sound amplification for their voices
ure programmed for the micro-
plone. In other words, the majorily
of our singers are crooners, One
is sorry to note that some of Lhe
classical performers too are giving
in to thz microphone. Thus what
We encounter today for the most
part is not  open -voiced, [yll -
throated singing, but deliberately
attenuated, synthetie sounds,

Througaout her career, Rukmani
Devi offered a shining coatrast to
this, both on stase and screen,
Despite wz2ars in the cineimna, she
never succumbed (o the **mike’:
the voize retained iis unpreten-
tious, open character. To be sure,
the lyrics of her songs were
woefully mired in the banalities
of the Colombo schaoal of poetry:
the content was uniformly poor,

Nonetheless on  her lips, they
acquired a life that transcended
the commonplace sentiments

embodied In them,

What Rukmani Devi unforgetta-
bly demonstrated for us was that
it is the singer that finally makes
the song, not the lyric, however
meaningful, not the melody, how-
ever sweet. Her voice not enly
exposed the impoverished state of
our popular music, but returned
us to the authentic mainstream
of sonp,
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\ Agrarian reform

A sleight of hand

hen on 24th June 1969 the

Peruvian military government
tnitiated one of the most ambitious
agrarian reforms, not only in Latin
America but also in  the whole
of the Third World, a wide range
of expectations was  raised con-
cerning the nature of the changes
that such a reform could lead
to. Untl then, there was in
Peruvian society a direct relation-
ship between land ownership and
political power. The tranformation
undertaken raised the gquestion of
whether the relatively rapid, mas-
sive and radical transfer of agri-
cultural ownership would give the
peasant and the agriculiural pro-
letariat the same decisive economic
and political influence enjoyed un-
iil then by the hig agrarian middle
class and the tradilional land-
owners. Today, at eight vear's
distance, a fow replics 1o this
question can be tentatively put
forward, enabling us to appreciate
the crystallizalion of a new rela-
tionship in which land owner-
ship is no longer the basis of
power but where the disappearance
of the formerly dominant class
does not automatically mean access
to power for the working classes.

To understand the importance of
the reform, one must remember
that until 1968 there existed in
Peru n regime where tenancy and
land owner-ship were very different
things through-out an extensive
historical period, based on the
two extremes — hacienda (large
estate) and indigenous community.
The hacienda, although it accoun-
ted for only 3.9 percent of total
farming units, possessed 10.6 per
cent of the 2 million hectares of

[
| Jose Matos Mar, an anthropologist, |

i Direcior of the Instituto de Es-
tudios Pervanos and Professor Eme-
ritus at the Universidad Natlonal
Mayor de San Marcos. Jose Manuel
Mejia is a sociclogist and researcher
at the lustitnte de Estudios Perua-
nox, specializing e the study of
i agrarian protlems,
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agricultural land and the 20 million
hectares of natural pastureland in
the country; while 96 percent of the
remaining wunits, that is to say,
those owned by small peasants —in-
cluding communal property — occu-
pied hardly 10.7 percent.

The hucienda in its three versions

modern, transitional and tra-
ditional — delined by the produc-
tive regimes prevailing in it, was
the roling institution of the rural
world, Ten thousand of them mo-
nopolized mest valuable resources,
constituted a source of accumul-
ation, and therefore built up the
power of the capitalist agrarian
and lundowning elites at regional
and national level. On the other
hand, the indigenous community
seemed to be the remains of a
traditional productive system based
on the princlple of reciprocity, a
sysiem in which possession and in.
dividual work existed side by side
with collective ownership of land.
In a state of breakdown caused
by wvaricus factors, almost 4.000
communites constituted a refuge
for an immense mass of indigenous
smallholding peasants.

Basically oriented toward export,
agriculture was incapable of meeting
the food needs of the 14 million in-
habitants of the country, or of sus-
taining a national process of indus-
tralization. Such a tendency was re-
flected in the increasingly critical
situation of producers who did not
export or were nol integrated in ag-
rotndustry. Consequently, the
mitlion rural workers (smallholders,
WHRe-EATNETS Eind ptﬁ.ﬂ‘.-'l'l'lts iI'I. a siate
of serfdom or semiserfdom) found
themselves in the lowest income
groups, reaching extremes of poverty
and having almost no participation
in the political activities of the
country.

Timid attempts

The existing social imbalance is
easizr to understand il one realizes
that, in these conditions, land
ownership provided the holders with

YWhere it is shown that

land ownership and the

disappearence of the

landed class do not

mean automatic

access to power

such a degree of economic and poli-
tical power that they were able
to block the increasingly important
attempts at change made by differ-
ent sectors of society,

For this reason, the successive
contemporary  questioning of the
traditional order, starting with the
analyses by Jose Carlo Mariategui
and Vicior Raul Haya de la Torre
in the 1920s, and given peolitical
shape by an emerging peasant move-
ment 1n the 19505 and 19605, never
managed to succeed. Nor did the
timid attempts at agrarian reform
made in 1956, 1962 and 19635, giving
small groups of the political left a
pretext for capitalizing on the social
unrest with an attempted guerrilla
revolution.

Thus, at the end of the 1960s,
the spcially explosive situation of
economic Crisis originating in the
country demanded a radical change
as the only way of getting round the
structural impasse. Agrarian reform
thus became imperative. However,
insofar as its realization was blocked
by the characteristics of the power
system, a prerequisite for success
was the transformztion of the latter.

Undoubtedly, this situation was
one of the factors that led to the
critical point when the armed forces
took over the government, proclaim-
ing a nationalistic and anti-oligac-
chic programme. After the national-
ization of the Talara o1l fields,
owned by a subsidiary of Standard
Oil of New Jersey, the first sipni-
ficant internal measure was the
promulgation of Decreto-Ley MNo.
17716, with which a new pro-
gramme of agricultural changes
was inaugurated, with the theme:
“Land for the man who works iL."



The new law certainly proposed
the most advanced reform pro-
gramme ever tried in Latin America,
with the exception of Cuba. Lis
terms  were drastic and unappeal-
able: it hit not only the traditja-
nal landowners, against  whom
there was a consensus defining
them as “unproductive,”* *“ineffi-
cent,” “farchaie. etc., bul alsg
the modern capitalist proprictors,
“the sugar and cotion barons,”
who considered themsclves endowed
with all the qualilies they denied
to the landowning class,

To this end, the ideological prin-
ciples, the administrative procedures
and the institutional organization,
as well us the functions and attrj-
butes of the state plan with regard
ta the agrarian sector, were re-
formulated and strengthened. Along
with these reforms appeared bodies
like the Agarian Tribunal ( Fribunal
Agrarip), intended to break down
any barrier put up by the power-
ful landowners through their do-
minance over the judicial appar-
atus, and the Mational System of
Support for the Social Movement
(Sistema  National de Apoye a la
Movilization  Social - SINAMOS),
created to promote  the organiz-
ation and 8 participation of the
working classes directly with the
State. Thus a new type of moder-
nizing, technobureaueratic authority
began to take shape as part of a
wider phenomenon that  was also
accurting in other sectors of the
national society.

But if the scope and modus
eperandl of the reform seemed in-
novatory, no less so was the fact
that instead of the hacienda syslem,
a new stucture, made up of varjo-
us types of cooperative organiz-
ation, was created,

The idea was that each ex-
hacienda should be converted into
an Agrarisn Production Coopera-
tive {Cooperativa Agraria de Prp-
duccion), a Social interest Auri-
cultural Society (Socicded Agricola
de Interes Social - SAIS) ar a Pea-
sant (iroup Group Campesing), or
an Agrarian  Services Cooperative
{Cooperativa Agraria de Servicios),
The first applied to highly deve-
loped units, where there was an
organized administration, and al-
most absolute control of the land

was in the hands of the under-
taking itself, a siiwation usually
found in the coastal haciendas,
whaose  permanent wage - carning
workers became almost aulomati
cally members or communal owners,
50 as oot to break up the wnit
of exploitation. The SAIS, an the
other hand, had to adapt them-
selves (o the churacteristics of the
more modern highland haciendas,
Thesc had almost always been
formed as a result of the dep-
redations of lhe adjoining peasant
communities; thercfare, ta meet
longstanding claims, ownership was
not offered only to the workers
of that particular hacienda — wha
were relatively few — but to the
collective body made up of them
and one or more communittes with
prior claims. The third version
applied to those haciendas where
there had been praclically no mana-
gerial activity and those where the
only concrete consequence of re-
form was to eliminate payment to
the landowner and ratify the pea-
sants in their de facre possession,
encouraging the beneficiaries to
market their products,

A rapid advance

The programme advanced still
further. laying down the rule that
in all cases a regional coordinul-
ing body should be created: the
Central Caoperative, in which all
the reformed units of an area or
microregion should be arouped,
s0 as to plan their activities, deal
with development investment and
provide social services for the whole
region.

Private property, represented by
a limited number of medinme-
sized units not otherwise allocated,
and by the small individual hold-
ings, was assigned g secondary
role in relation ta the economic
and political weight accorded to
the associated bodies.

It was hoped that the reformed
fector, organizad in this way, would
in its first five years (1970-1975)
achieve a rapid advance, affe ling
24 000 estates and 9,678 091 fect.
ares, and involving 342 000 Fami-
lies, Ambitious economic and sa-
cial goals were set for this period:
an annwal preductive growlh rate
of 4.2 percent, a drastic reduetion
of unemployment and under- em-

ployment through the creation of
307.800 new posts, and a sub-
stantial increase in reral income.

This reform programme was part
of a genmeral political concept
whose aims were “the Progressive
transfer of economic apd political
power” to the working classes
and the *“building up of a sacial
democracy in which everyone will
participate.”” In  ather words, it
offered the peasant not only land
but also power.

It must be admitted that in the
past eight wears agrarian reform
has made an impression. At pre-
senl, Peru s unusual among La-
tin American societies, inasmuch
as there are no longer any gamo-
nales (local rulers), prototypes for
a familiar  character in~ Latin
American literature, nor MANALLTS
of agroindusitial plantations. Does
this mean that the military govern-
ment  has achieved its aims? A
summary evalvation indicates tha
this is not the case, since, althoush
a good part of land ownership
has been transferred, state power
has heen  strengthened to the
point of setting up & new plan
of political relations opposed
to the model of participation pra-
viously announced.

Still unfinished

At the beginning of 1977, 500
agrarian production cooperatives,
603 pessant groups, 274 peasant
communiiies, 57 saisand 8 social
ownership undertakings (a form of
organization created in 1974} had
received 7,035,659 ha, thus benefi-
ting 280,370 heads of Families;
meanwhilc, almost S00,000Ra
were distributed to 35,219 peasants
individozally, raising to 7,528,19]
ha and 315,589 heads of familizs,
respectively, the total figures for
land and peasants achieved by the
reform,  Despite this success, the
original goals have not quile been
reached. The transfer of land is
still unfinished. The growth rare
of 2nnual productivity for 1970-
1975 was no more than 2 pereent,
in fact the period ended with s
recession. And the unemployment
gap has widened instead of closing,
obliging the Government to draw
up a plan, at present being carried
out, for creating jobs in  rural
Arcas.
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The causes of this situation lie
in the political rather thanm in the
economic aspects, alithough these
have cerlainly been a determining
factor. A study of the recent
process shows how, to the extent

to which state contro} became
esiablished, the original radical
positions  were  weakened  until

they could only be mainiainad
in a precarious balance, to be later
displaced by others of liberal siyle
—a phenomenon  that developed
asainst a background of bitter
political strugele in which the
displaced coastal proprietors, and
above all the highland fandowners,
copposcd the reform, blocking its
channels and sabotaging it openly
or secretly, which, among other
things, led to a dangerous de-
capitalization. At the same time,
while the traditional social forces
rejected the stale action, the sectors
representing  the  working class
{trade unions, communities and
federations) developed their own
methods to carry out the reform.
The peasant movement crushed
by the antiguerrilla repression af
1965 rcemerged, but this time as
pringipal protagonist in the struggle
for land.

In the face of such an eruption,
which, with different motives but
similar consequences, was happen-
ing in other sectors where the
Government implemented reforms,
the new state authority replied
with a conciliatory formula.
A corporate type of body was
proposed: the National Agrarian
Confederation { Confederacion Nacio-
nal Agraria- CNA), to include all
the rural sectors, harmonizing
their respective interests. The
agrarian leagues and federations
to he created, at local and regional
level, as part of the Confederation,
would act as a channel of com-
munication between the State and
the working classes, which would
make the latter a subordinate link
in the power chain.

Mot the sarme meaning

But this formula did not prove
wiable either. Despite the fact that
CNA has an important mediating
function, its working class members
do not accept their exclusion from
the exercise of government, at
least insofar as agrarian policy
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is concerned, Bnd gquestion their
marginalization in the municipali-
ties and local government. More-
gver, the narrowness of the
officially instituted channel has
led many of the peasantry 10
revitalize an autonomous entily:
the Peasant Confederatipn of Peru
(Confederacion Campesina del Peri-
CCFE), which won  concessions far
greatcr than those accorded to
CNA. Tt can thercfore be said
that the peasantry, plunged in a
process not initiated by its own
efforts, has woken up, raising its
demands from the economic to the
political level, and now insisting
not only on land but also on the
participation originally offered.

Such a contradiction has led
to the necessity of strengthening
the state authority still further,
reestablishing the limits of autoe-
nomy initially granted o the
associate undertakings and setting
up in the reformed sectar countrol
mechanisms of a type not only
cconomic-ndministrative but  also
politico-ideological. This policy has
been intensified, particularly in the
present economic crisis, and it was
only through this limitation of the
possibilities of action for the
working classes that the State has
been ensured a redistribution of
income, which is unfavourable to
the rural sector.

From this it follows that
although, formally and broadly
speaking, it may be possible to
consider the agrarian sector 4s
under cooperative ownership, in
practice relations between the new
undertakings and the State indi-
cate that ownership does not have
the same meuning as before. For
gxample, the new masters cannot
plan, organize or dispose of pro-
duction. since these functions are
reserved to the State.  Also. the
producers are not allowed to fix
wages.

In these conditions, the reaction
of the cooperative beneficiaries
and their lack of interest in pro-
duction are understandable, and
nlso the fact that they reproduce
paternalistic or demanding beha-
viour, this time with respect o
the State. A sitwation that, in
conjunction with decapitalization

{ Continued on page 183)
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Economics

‘Arthika” |

NEW DEPRESSION (2)

Unemployment at centre stage

n an article  entitled, *Can

America solve its job problem 77
featured in the Economics paze
of the London “Times', Frank
Vogl discusses the U. 5. Labour
Department’s  latest  statistical
projections and concludes: *Thus
unemployment will almost certain-
ly remain at centre stage in
political controversies in coming
vears, and if the Labour Depart-

ment’s  high  forecast proves
aecurste,  then  serious  jobless
problems  seem  certain  in  the
198075,

The QECD (which groups 24
of the world’s most developed
capitalist countries) released an
analytical background to the
recently held seven nation Bonn
summit, skeiching a pessimitic
panorama, It says that while
prices will rise by 10% in Britain
within this year, unemployment
in the U. K.and elsewhere in the
world will also increase next vear
as the industrialized nations faced
the prospect of slow growth. The
QECD  report says that the
cconomic growth of its member
countries will on the average remain
at around or even slightly bzlow
33% annually, which contrasts
adversely with the average historical
growth rate considered “normal’
ie. 5%. This slow growth will
lead to a further widening of the
gap between potential and actual
output in Western countries. thus
causing  OECD  unemployment
which is presently over 17 million
to rise. The report states, that 1o

hold  unemployment steady  at
present levels a gprowth rate of
4%, is needed, the achievament

of which is highly unlikely. The
backgrounder gocs on to forecast
that the U.S. in particular will
sce 1ls growth rate trimmed te
around 23% unless drastic action
is taken, the U K growth rate
will be down to 13% in 1979.

Commenting on the aspect of
world trade the report speaks
of *the stark dangers confronting
the open international trading
system if the prospect of a protec-
tionist free-for-all materializes as
a consequence  of the Bonn re-
covery strategy proving a failure.™

Meanwhile, the Western press

is also filled with news apd
analysis concerning  ‘The Sick
Dollar’.  The London *Times'

Editorializes: “The continuing weak-
ness of the Dollar and the
instability in international exchange
markets that this has produced...
is without gquestion, placing an
increasingly serious strain on the
international  economic  system.
Within the next 6 to 9 months,
the U.S. is likely to slip into a
recession and the effect of such
a devclopment on the rest of the
industrial world in real terms will
be serious.”

Dr. Robert Lekachman, the
Professor of Economics at New
York's City University  rzcently

wrole an article for the New Vork
Times. the caption of which is
self-explanatory: “Prologue to the
New Recession.”” In it he says
that the U.S. economy is right now
heading towards a severe recession
which will hit the country around
this time ncxt wyear. Buttressing
his argument using official 1.5,
Department of Commerce indices,
Professor  Lekachman predicts a
significant retardation in the growth
of the U.S. economy within the
next year. While President Carter
has acknowledged the high levels
that prices have soared to by
publicly labelling inflation as his
domestic enemy number |, unemp-
loyment will also risc above its
present high levels and seriously
affect the youth mainly among
the non-white sections of U.S,
society,

Professor Robert Heitbroner,
the very well known liberal eco-

nomist 15 less  restrained  than
other Western commeniators in
his survey of current economic

trends and prognosis for the near
future. In a lengthy article in the
New York Magazine which opens
with the dramatic sentence *An-
ather world wide erisis of capita-
lism is upon us.” Dr. Heilbrones
presents a piciure of severe
recession  leading to  economic
‘crash’.

Even the conservative John
Exter, former Governer of the
Central Bank of this country said
in Colombo, a few weeks back,
that all signs pointed to a
repetition of the Great Depression
of 1929-32 and warned economic
policy planners in the *Third
World" to brace thcmselves for
the impact.

So the most likely scenario is
that the beginning of the new
decade will sce the present re-
cession ‘slip-sliding’ inlo a genuvine
Depression, and profound  crisis
will engull’ the entire capiralist
world economy. The present, ever
deepening crisis is clearly not only
cyelical, but also structural, Fuither-

more, it i3 not only a guestion
of the relatively short business
cycle of ‘boom and bust’ (the

existence of which was discovered
by Marx and denied by orthodox
economists  until  Fairly recently)
but also of a long term down swing
of the kind which affects world
capifalism at intervals of around
every 30 years and lasts almost
as long. This phenomenon  was
analysed in 1920 by the Russian

cconomist KondratiefF  and  his
studies are being ‘rediscovered’
by radical political economists

these days.

It would be vulzar economism
however, to predict a total break-
down of world eapitalism in the
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coming decades, without taking
cognisance of the political and
other superstructural factors which
can prove dominant, even though
the economic factor inevitably
asserts jtself as the determinant
one in the final analysis. The
open fratricidal strife within the
socialist camp and the strongly
divisive influence this has on
progressive forces the world over,
works as a stabilizing factor in

fayour of the West in its hour
of crisis.
Meanwhile, the joint strategy

of the metrapolitan and peripheral
ruling elites which aims at further
integration of the Third World
economics with thase of the West,
enables the developed capitalist
countries to transfer a greater part
of the burden of the crisis onto
the Third World, thereby solving
partially and tempararily its prob-
lem of world wide surplus
accumulation, staving off social
upheaval (and political turmoil)
in the West.

In the *Third World® however,
rapid economic  growth along
capitalist lines against the back-
drop of this global crisis of
accumulation, inevitably implics
hizhtened dependency on the West:
zrave erosion of national sove-
reignty by transnationals; con-
centration of wealth in the hands
of [(and conspicuous consumption
by) an elite, The severe under-
development of the *Third World’
countries and their peoples gene-
rated by this patiern of depen-
dent capitalist growth leads 1o
tremendous socizl and  political
pressures which are contained by
the dominant social groups through
massive repression.

As in the context of the Great
Dcpression, only iwo mulually
exclusive and contradictionary his-
torical pathe emerge from the
vortex of this present crisis i.e.
faccist forms or socialist trans-
{ormation. If, against all odds, the
latter path proves victorious, then
global capitalism will ot pull
decisively out of this long downs-
wing and may not survive the cen-
tury of the October Revolution. @

I8

A sleight ...

{Confinued from page :f)
and exogenous factors, accounts
for the uncertain cconomic results
achieved by the sactor.

The relations thus established
between statz and peasantry con-
piitute {as in the cuee of the
Mexican revolution) a peculiar
phase insofar as the power mecha-
nisms, the demands of the work-
ing classes and the nalnre of the
dominant groups are radically
altered, while the ariginal situation
of the supposcd beneficiarics has
not improved in structural terms.

It is for this reason that rural
development (in the sense of social
efficiency and well-bring, food self-
sufficicney and  elimination  of
exploitation in the distribution and
production  stages) is, in the
contradictory  situation of Peru-
vian agrarian reform today, strugs-
ling through one of its thorniest
passages,
The irrelevance...

{Continned from pege 13)
and not be swayed by easy emo-
tional responses, It s in  this
context, when we are faced with
quite a different set of tasks,
when the mnecessity is to turn
away from obscurantist backward-
looking and chauvinistic values,
that it is difficult to sec much
relevance to todays needs in the
Tower Hall plays, cither in specifica-
Ily dramatic or in ideological terms.

Trends ...

[(Cantinved fram page 1)
UNESCO just befare the vital resolution
on ‘the free flow of news was
passed at the Paris meeting.

But fer all their known structural
defects and prejudices as the instru-
ments of western dominance  over
Third World elites, ogencles like
Reiters da not blatantly *‘doctor”
news as did those whae control
front page news in the Island’s pre-
mier daily. The ‘Sun’ had g straight
agency report on the UN vote on
the latest vaconcy in the International
Court of Justice, But the ‘Dally
Mews' Introduced into the Reuter
message extroneous matter obviously
prepared by the Information Depart-
ment or the Foreign Ministry to show
what a famous victory It was! Clumsy,
clumsy.
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| Press opinion

A lesson from India

Il the brickbats hurled at

Indira Gandhi in the course
of her struggle against local and
foreign conemies lie around her lcet
today like floral tributes. The
waman who was besmirched with
the charges of destroying the
party, of atrcngthenipg family
bandysm, has emerged in the eyes
of the Indian public as a formi-
dable heroine who has esrned a
political rebirth. The decisions of
strange Presidential Commissions,
like the Shah Commission, written
with mud have been wiped out by
the Supreme Court of public
opinion. She who was condemned
by the Janata Government as
heing an emissary of Mara, the
cvil one, has been exonerated by
the Indian people—the very makers
of history in tbhe short time of 19
months.  “‘India today, Lanka
tomorrow,” was the cry raised by
the political reactionaries of this

country on Indira's defeat. Np
doubt there iz a tendency for
the JRs to catch cold when the

Desais snecze. 1f anvbody, there-
fore, wishes to sec g similariry
* again  between the victory of
Letters . ..

[ Comtinned from page 1}
a super boatman whose fare has
only te be found before he sers
Asia on fire? The last occasion
that a yachtsman represented the
country was during a Senanayake
regime but  then as someone
dryly remarked that was during
the bad old days. Now that the
good ones are said to have dawned
let's hope that the no-hopers are
left behind or else we will have
to proclaim to the world that our
Olympic Council is enmeshed in
a permanent midsummer.

I cannot end without recapi-
tulating a story that never seems
to lose its gloss. Our erstwhile

Indira and the palities of Sy
Lanka that would not be unnaiy-
ral.

The SLFP’s Junta

How Mrs.  Bandaranaike is
planning to tread the same

totalitarian  path as Mr. J. R.
layewardene can be seen from the
constitution the SLEP expects to
adopt tomorrow. The one ajm of
this constitution that can be seen
on examining  its clauses is (he
altempt to consclidate the power
of the party, betier than at
present, in the hands of the
Bandaranaike family headed by
Mrs.  Bandaranaike and  the
mudalalis affiliated o them. It
also  lays down the line of
succession  from mother to son
or dauphter and the inheritance
of the party leadership as a
legacy. Just as it is said that
the people deserve the BOVErD-
menl they get, so every party
gets the leadership it deserves,
If the Jeadership the SLEP
deserves is the Bandaranaike lamily-
Mudalali combination ane may,
from that, infer the guality of
that party,

council sent a wrestler to the
Eome Olympics and  due to
managerial bungling the exponent
of free style was entered in the
Graeco-Roman event. His first and
as it turned out his only hbout
was with an East European whao
in a trice had him on  the mat
holding his left leg in u fierce
grip. Our man in obvioys pain
yelled ‘ammo amma® which in the
language of his opponent simply
read “child's play®. Incensed, the
East European tightened his grip
and our man returned home on
crutches and in plaster.

Sidat Sri Nandalochana
Colombao 4.

Tuneinto

BRISTOL
SPORTS
W;N;Eeﬁtsﬁﬂ
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Cryptic Crossword No. 10
by Stripex

Across CLUES

¢ Oyes, do, bless me! but it"s nol mine (8,5}

8 Tour out of a Roman five prefer .. (6)

9. . the taste of Chianti ¢ g {5.3) .

10, Secluded apartments for 1GP joining religious sect (6}

11. Remedy determining a species (B)

12, Separated from Hortense Yere did the grand (7)

13. Languape for those who have standing in Iran (7}

17. Just as 3 joke the brat bit off uncle®s car (@ part of it) (3,2,3)

2. i b= check'd for silence,jBut never sax'd for—(All's well)
{6}

9. Coda 1 hid from the old generals (8)

2. A, meeling place between trees (6}

%1 The note Stalin [alsified? Far from it! (3,.2,3,3)

Down

1. Almast time to get rid of the pood man as sacrifice (8)

2. Lessen sin at heart” but stray from the correct path (3)

3. Purma Shave jingle perhaps is contrary (T)

4. Pay up and cease from wandering (6)

5. - Soldier in task Arisiotle Onassis g8l (6)

6. Cuge to fill in one of those official forms byt  this
belief pets the backing of the government (5,8)

7. Squatid rgpart of CID rotnd coast (6.7}

14, Six have us retucning with friend in view (8)

15, With chopped—uop lecks the chess grandmaster remaaing
bony (oo meat ae all) (8)

16, Penetration within view (7}

18, Do tidy over the singular man (&)

1%, Looking on a coaling of différent material (&)

i'_l P i 'T_L 7]

e &

e "-"-." — —
Solution to Cryptic Crossword No. 9
ACROSS — 1. London Transport 7. Stockholder 2 Reade
10. Rides 11. Aster 14. Cregps-13: Efarch 16, Sonic 17
Morgse 18, Unspun 18, Scpur 32- Actor 24, Amiss 23,

Ridix_hoats 26. Seltle thé-mgtier.

DOWMN == 1. Livery companies 2. Gzone 3. Tokens 4. Arouse
5, Sider 6. Talks things over,-7. Space writer 8 Rude
replies 117" Asses 12, Tango 13. Regur 20. Carnet 21, Unable
23. Rydal 24. Aroma.
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‘ A special supplement

To mark_ the

61st Anniversary of

The October Revolution

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO SOCIALISM

by Prof. Nikolor Cporin

ertain  press media in the

U. 8 A, and Western Europe
have published stories alleging
that the Soviet Union is facing
economic diffieyltes, They claim
that the Soviet Union is incapable,
without Western aid, of not only
developing industry, but of even
extracting mineral resources.

The recently-released report of
the US Central Intelligence Agency
adds to  this frightening  picture
by predicting that the difficulties
of e Sovie ECONOmY Mmay prow
worse, since, according to  the
report, the pace of development
will slow down in various branches
of industry, construction and trans-
port in the years to come.

It is hard to say whatis more
in these foreensts: The task of
economic compelence or deliberate
distortions,

Citing concrete dala on the
stapes of growth of the Soviet
eConomy owver the past sixty years,
obviously, is irrelevant. So  we
shall limit ourselves to only one
figure: by the start of the tenth
five-year plan period the volume
of industrial production had ex-
ceaded the prewar level by 17
times.

In other words over the vears
of postwar five-year plans there
have been created on Soviet soil,

ag it were, another sixtesn sueh
industrial states as  our country
was in 1940, Oy the Beginning
of 1976 1he Soviet pecple  were
producing mare indusirial goods
than the world amount pul  out
on the eve of the Second World

War.

The USSR is confidently advan-
cing in the econamic competilion
of the two systems with the rates
of growth inconceivable for the
capitalist world.  Even before the
ninth five-year plan the Soviet
Union was producing more pig
iron, iron, manganese and chrome

ores, coal and coke, cement,
potassium  salts, phosphate  raw
materials,  tractors, diese| and

clectric locomotives, cotion, flax
and some other types of output
than any other country. In the
past five-year plan period it also
became world's leader in the pro-
duction of steel, oil and mineral
fertilizers.

May be, the industrial pro-
duction of the Soviet Union s
being increased at the expense of
output gualily ?

The answer to this question, in
8 laconic and expressive manner,
came on MNovember 23, 1976,
from the French newspaper Le
Monde in one of its headlines:
“Everything is all right with Soviet
technology.”™ It would have beepn

difficult to say differently at that
time when Sovier waorkers and
ENZINeers were mnstalling the cupi-
talist  world’s larzest and  most
up-to-date hydraulic press in the
French city of Issojre.

In the past vears of the tenth

five-year plan the USSR has
achieved furlher economic prog-
ress and improvements in the

living and cultural
its people. Tts industrial oulput
in the last two  years has gang
up by almost |1 per ceat, i, e,
wias on the level of five—year-plun
largeis,

Maybe, finally, the capitalist
economy  demonsirates to  the
world examples of scientific and
technolagical progress and of the
eoterprising art which the USSR
and other socialist States, as we|]
a5 the developing countrics should
follow ?

Alas, the capitalist couniries
have nothing to boast of in  this
field. The eatire building of
modern capitalisn has been shaken
by its deep economic crisis,
The course of world history in-
creasingly emphasizes the contrast
between tha steadily prowing ecg-
nomy of the socialist world and
the crisis-and inflation - depressed
capitalist system.

standards of

The future
lism. —{ APN)

belongs to  socig-
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SOCIALIST REALISM AND FREEDOM
OF CREATIVE WORK |

by Gvariil Petrosyan

Samc people still think that
these are mutually exclusive
notions. True, each of them cau-
ses heated debate and even  spe-
culation. A short while ago such
problems could interest’ only spe-
cialists, but now even people wha
are far from pure literary research,
art crilicism and philosophy take
a preat interest in  these pro-
blems.

So, what is *‘socialist realism™?
What is “freedom of creative
work'? Let us discuss them one
by one and try to Eive & brief
answer to each question.

What is 'Socialist Realism?’

It is the fundamental method
of Soviet literature and art. No
one discovered it and no one

imposed it on the Sovier writers
and artists. The art of socialist
realism appeared beforc the Octo-
ber 1917 revolulion and has its

adherents all over the world.

Socinlist realism is & realism
impreenated by the  idenls  of
sucialism. 11 depicts lifs in s
revolutionary development. Among
the rtepresentatives of thisart are
Maxim  Gorky, Viadimir Maya-
kovsky, Paul Eluard, Bertold
Brecht, Mikhail Sholokhov, lorge
Amado, Andersen Nexo and Pablo
Mearudn.

It would be naive 1o think
that Mikhail Sholokhov's novel
<and Quict Flows the Don’ was
written by the order of the Party."”
Mo great works of art have ever
been created by order. Prokofiev,

Shostakovich and Khachaturyan
composed their music as it was
dictated by their heart, The same
applies to other Soviel composers,

writers and aruists who chose the
-method

of - socialist  realism * of

their own free will,

Let us take a look at the past,
Fieinrich Heine and Alfred de
Musset were romanticists but oo
one ever said that they wrote
their verses by some order from
ahove. It is as lodicrous to say
this sbout the Soviet artists who
prefer socialist realism to roman-
ticism or sentimentalism.

I would like to emphasise once
again that sociaiist fealism is the
fundamental method of Soviet
literature and art. This does not

(Continwed on page 24)
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SOCIALIST REALISM...
{Continued from page 22)

mean however that naturalism or
modernism are suppressed in the
Soviet Upion. The numeérous cx-
hibitions of avant garde paintings
held in Moscow alone bear this
aut.

Everyone has the right fo write
in the style he likes best. and
this right should not be denied
1o those who prefer socialist rea-
lism.

What is “Frecdom of Creative
Work™?

The Saviet viewpoint on this
problem is based on Lenin's fa-
mous remark that one cannot live
in socicty and be free from it.

Before blindly praising the bene-
fitz of absolute [reedom, one
should first make it clear for whom
and for what this freedom is.

Self-will, we know, iz a

very
different thing from

freedom.

Similarly, plausibility is &

woy from truth.

long

There is no absolute freedom

of creative work. DBut there is
freedom of creative work for
millions of people and freedom
of ereative work for, an  elite.
The Soviet Upion embraces the
former and rejects the latier.

As Tor the material pguaraniess
of freedom of creative  work,
there is no cause for argument.
Even our ill-wishers have to ad-
gt that artists in  the Soviet
Union  have more  opportunitics
than their counterparts in the West,
They need not have other abili-
ties to reveal their tlalents. They
can devote all their activities to
creative work, without worrying
gbout their material position and
financial matters.

Now a few words about the
compatibility of socialist realizm
and freedom of creative work.

Has socialist realism its laws?
Yes, it has, Every school of art
has its principles and laws which
itz adherents voluntarily abide by.
which

ANl art has its rules

cannot be broken.

Ruoles should exist in art and
in life, otherwise there would be
peither art nor life. Rules have
never been a hindrance for true
talent, OQriginality is possible with-
in rules, It would be appropriate
to recall here that Corneilie and
Moliere abided by the rules of
ciassicism. Byron and  Shelley
abided by the rules of romanti-
cism. Stendhal and Tolstoy wete
realists and did not want to be
anything clse.

Socialist realism is a method
used by Soviet and thousands of
foreign artists. To deprive them

of freedom of the choice means
to violate the laws of freedom
of creative work. — (AFN}
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