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j Letters
JVP and the Tamils.

Both Messrs. J. Uyangoda
Bala Tampoe are correct

and
to cri-

' LANKA GUARDIAN

ticize the J. V. P's stance on the |

rights of the Tamil people though
| think it is more accurate to
use the term ‘Social chauvinism'
in place of 'Sinhala racism® which
is how Mr., Tampoe describes tha
I. ¥, P. attitude. Like most of
the other left proups and parties
in the South, the ). ¥.P. conjures
up a *foreign devil' to justify its
chauvinistic position. For Maoists,
it is the spectre of so-called
Soviet ‘Social
for the 1. V. P. it Is U 5. im-
perialism. This is one paint on
which the JVYP seems to agree
with its hated epemy the L. 5, 5. P
as can be seen by reading Mr.
V. Karalasingham's recent book on
the same topic.

Far the benefit of your readers
| present a rtranslacion of a revea-
ling paragraph contained in Mr.
Lionel Bopage's book ‘A Marxist

Analysis of the Mational Question'— |

which | believe is the most detai-
led presentation so far in print
of the J¥YP's official position on
this Issue. On pages 49—50 he
says;

“The Tamil United Liberation
. Front and the Tamil capitalist
secticns that it represents say that
the best solution to the problems
facing the Tamil speaking peonles
taday, is for the Tamil people to
establish a separate state, The
resules of the General Elections
clearly reveal that the majority
of the Tamil speaking working
class and other toiling sections in
the country as a whole do not

endorse this demand. Although |
ft is true chat all capicalist
governments so far, be it the

senanayake'sor Bandaranaike's, have
ignored the language rights and other
rights of the Tamil speaking pea-
ples; that they have been discri-
minated against and that wptill
now they have existed as an op-
pressed national minority but the
national as well as economic pro-
blems facing them will not be
solved merely by obtaining a sapa-
rate Tamil state. A Tamil state
established in the Northern and

(Continned on pare 2)

imperialism’  while |
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Cover Picture; ‘
THE RETURN OF SAMNTA
Santa Claus, not Kilroy, was here |

this Christmas and the SLBC was
absolutely right when it announced
that this, was “the most prosperous

—'Amas in many many vears’. [t wuas |
even more prosperous if the thousands |
milling Pettah and Fort were themselves
prosperous. So much so that Sri Lankans
doing their annual winter pilgrimage
discoversd the Oxford Street ‘godics'
they brought for their dear anes could
be purchased (and more} in  Pettzh

pavements if you had the money.
Shoes were available from 99.90 1o
632,90, as our picture shows. Apples

and grapes, a sour joke of the past,
did mot have to become rare and
priceless items in  upper-middle class
*Xmas feasts. French wines, Mew Zealand
lamb,  German beer, Kraft cheese,
Auvstralian  chocolates were  avajloble
in plenty. So of course were all  the
clectrical goods on which upper middle
class  housewives  had  buoilt  their
Singaporean dreams for a decade and
more. It was indeed @ prosperous
Chrisimas and Mew Year!

82/3, Wolfendhal Street,
Colombo - 13,

Telephone: 35975
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Trends

Media Mess

Foreign Minister Hamead gamely
Joined his colleague, the Minister of
State, in Issuing a flat denial of the
alleged *CIA  connections’ of some
local newspapermen. While the dust
seams to hove settled on that, other,

more  far - reaching troubles are
plagulng Lake House,
Christmas saw  Chief  Editorial

Executive Malln Fernonda soy good-
bye to the top past his distinguished
father had held for over o decade.
Fernando Jr. lasted enly a few months
but lang enough to break the ‘record’
of another senior odvisor who has
since crossed over to the TIMES'.

Even more controversial Is  the
sudden  departure of Mr. Edmund
Ranasingho from the Editor's reom
In the ‘DINAMINA"  According to
Lake House gassip, Ranosingha found
security officers walting at his home
on returning from a trip to the
U. 5. They, bore unhappy tidings.
He was despatched to the *SILUMINA'

UNP loyalists were astounded,
While many of these who prospered

under the previous regime appear to
be safe and secure in top places,
Ranasingha submitted his resignation
on the day loke House was taken
over. He won the respect of all his
colleagues — both UNP and non - UNP
— by saying he could not conscienti
ously serve an SLFP - controlled paper.

MNow UNP'ers are threatening to
ralse the issue at the Working
Committee. If It comes up another

loyalty test may be In the offing.

Ogo—Pogo versus Sai Baba?

‘Ogo Pogo the Great’ a 24 year
old omateuwr magician of 571 Lanka
who won newspoper acclaim in Caneda,
recently challenged the Indian 'supear-
naturalist’ Sotya 5ri, Sai Babg and
went on to disprove the ‘divipa’
nature of one of the latter’s malin
acts. At a mogic  show staged at
the Buddhist Centre, Moratuwa, Ogo
Pogo simply raised his empty hands
Into the alr and brought down ashes,
which he distributed among the
audience.



The young magician teld the ad-|
m'ring crowd that he salutes Sail
B ha as a first class maglcian and
nothing mare. *‘Anyone who believes
in or speaks of the existence of the
supernatural Is an enemy of science
and nature” he soid. Ogo FPaogo,
who states that his knowledge of

magic tricks Is self - taught, went on|
to inform the audience thot he wos|
a proletarian by occupation, like his|

father before him, and that his
main motive
was not to become a
conjurer, but rother to wuse his
abllity to expose as false every
claim of supernatural or divine power

ft's all a matter of tricks, he soid.

So it seems that the challenge
to India’s ‘Gedman® from rational

in  performing moglc
professional |

ond scientifically minded Sri Lankons
did not cease with the
Dr. Abrahom Kovoor.

Deadlier than the male.

The goverament has been tighten-
ing up discipline on the campuses.
A lecturer who was caught putting
up ontl - government  posters  on
February fourth [s still under inter-
diction. Students have been suspended
for onything frem heoting to putting
up posters to ragping. The students
appecred to  he cowed into in-
activity. At Perodeniya meals have
to be purchosed thus obviating the

possibility of outsiders having free
meals.
When the oauthorities tried to

remove the plug polnts in the rooms
at Wijewardeno Holl they came up
agoinst the protests of the female
residents.  The students use electricity
to moke teo and light meals in their
rooms dand Inslsted that discennected
plugs be put back Mo nonsense
with the girls.

Sex and (Free Trade) Zones.

As the young couple cuddled each
other, whispering love blissfully on
the back seat of o bus one evening
last week, an clderly possenger next
to them delivered on acerbic sermon
on the morols of the younger gener-
ation, As the bus was passing
Wellowatte another bearded, bespect
acled passenger, pointing @ finger
to o ldne near a cinema. countered
with a toleabout o club that caotered
in human flesh, exclusively to for-
eigners and o select tribe of politl-
cos. So maony husbonds he  sald,
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death af |

Letters . ..

Eastern provinces are devold of
the natural resources nacegsary
for maintalning even the pressnt
living standards of the Tamil peo-
ple. Accordingly, action to esta-
blish a separate state means pa-
ving the way for a further aggra-
vatlon of the questlons facing the
Tamil pecple. Whatever diffaran-
ces may exist In farm, so long
as it remains wichin the capitalise
framewaork, such a separate Tamil
state will have to depand on the
imparialist camp for its economic
development. Therefore it will
either have to continue to remain
as a heccolony; or else it will
have to become acomplete colony
of some imperialist  country.

escorted their good looking spouses
to that club in a bid to earn some
extra cash, When hord times come|
through the doeor like wolves, mﬂm.fs!
fly out of the window like chicken,|
naturally.

And why slate the young? In thE}

sixties, they were shy to ask «a
chemist for a packer of condoms.
Mow, so many condoms and other

fancy contraceptives are there for)
the asking but a hotel room cannot
be had for this side of sixty bucks.
So they dominate the parks, the
cinemas and even the public trans-|
port  And we have been advised to
use these contraceptives a5 much as
we can, without ony fear or shome
because we spown much too mu:hi
for our ecocnomy to bearl (Enoch|
Powell was never so right when he|
pronounced that the coloured - wench
was many times mere fertile  than
her white counterpart),

fn Megombe, the speoker cont/nued, |
some analysts had done g soclological
survey and discovered that within
a rodius of a mile from the blg
tourlst hotels, ma less than  fifty
families, mothers and doughters In-
cluded, were forced to five as call-
girls for economic reasens.  And|
whan thls Free Trade Zone gets Into
gear, the local ladies (unless imparted|
under the [iberalised scheme) will|
naturally be a vital part ef its
infrastructure, ond could be real
hard - money - spinners,

A weakening of capitalisc deve-
|lopment also occurs together wich
a reduction of territorial space,
Therz is no doubt that at a time
liica this, when Imperizlism has
bean subject to harsh defeats in
Cambodia, Laos and ¥ietnam,
and is trying to consolidate its
power In Asia, it will focus Intense
attention on  suzh a seperate
Tamil state. The imp2zriallsts, wha

rally local  capitalist sections
around themselves for tha pro-
tzction of thair class  interests,

will easily be able to utilize the
saparate Tamil statz in order to
achieve thase intantions. |t was
only the other day that it was
reported that the leader of the
Tamil United Liberation Front,
Amirchalingam has staced that if
it was not possible to  achieve
the separate state, peacafully,
they would not hesitate to launch
an armed struggle ucilizing an
army comprised of thousands of
Tamil youths with the military
aid of Britain and Commanwealth
countries. Who can say that the
TULF leadership, which has acted

to betray the Tamil speaking
sections in the interests of im-
perialism and Its stooges the
local capitalist  class, will not

come farward to Implement the
imperialists'— plans?”

This is the kind of tortusus
argumentation which  the JYP
uses, to condemn “any action to

establish a separare state' by
the Tamil people, which is to
say any actien by cthe Tamil
people to  exercise their
legitimate democratic right
of natiopal self determination.
The IVP, it must be neted, boasts
of its militant proletarian  Inter-
nationalism §n contrasc to ‘Stali-
nist national narrow mindedness’
which they claim has engulfed

the socialist camp from the death
of Lenin until today. Part 4 of
their party programme which
deals wicth the field of foreign
policy extends support to -the
struggles for national liberation
in Zimbabwe, Mamibia, South
Africa, Palestine, Spanish Sahara,
East Timer, Puerte Rico etc
Many of these struggles aren't

{ Continued an page )



_ News background

The new mood of communalism

5 the moed in the country
I increasingly communal? A myst-
ery leaflet in Sinhala with the
bold and blunt appeal “Sinhalese
Awake' reached newspaper offices
last week and is doubtless being
circulated in more public places.
The unsigned document took the
form of posing several questions.

* Cana Sinhalese buy property
in Jaffha?

* (Can a Sinhalese rent a house
or even A& room there?

* Is a Sinhalese permitted to
do business freely in those arcas?

* Cannot & Tamil live. work
and prosper anywhere in the island 7

* Who monopoelises Main Street
in Colombo?

These and other guestions with
obvious racial overtones were
addressed to the Sinhalese in an
attempt to show that it is they
who were the victims of racial
prejudice and discrimination, and
not the other way about.

These are not new  questions.
They are quite familiar questions
which crop up from time to time.
Its political siznificance is  that
such matters are raised whenever
relations between the two  main
communities worsen and become
tense. Sometime ago  questions
about the *new affluence’ of Mos-
lems, especially the gem boys of
Beruwela, surfaced just about the
time of communal incidents in
the Puttalam area. and down south.,
There wus such an incident recently
too in the Panadura district,

OF course the relations belween
the Sinhalese and the Tamils
(and also the relations between
a government in Colombe and
the Tumils) assume far greater
political importance.

Some of these questions have
being heard during parliamentary
debates  just after the August
violence, and more recently in
discussions on University admiss-
ions and  viclemt  incidents of
varying sorts.

In fact, similar sentiments were
expressed by the Minister of
Industries in  what was probably
ane of the most hard-hitting
anti-TULF (or anti-Tamil) speeches
made in recent mounths. So much
s0 the TULEF spokesmen. notably
the TULF lexder himself. comm-
ended Mr. Mathew for his brutal
frankness, when the debate on
‘standardisation” and the marking
of Tamil scripts turned into an
emotionally charged duel between
Mr. Mathew and the TULF's
top duo, Messrs Amirthalingsm
and Sivasithamparam,

Mr. Mathew who exposed the
‘scandal’ in the first place stuck
to his guns and maintained that
“some Tamil examiners were not
“teachers but cheaters”. Armed
with affidavits Mr. Sivasitham-
param argued that the charge had
nat being proved because no names
were mentioned, no alleged culprits
identified. Therefore i was aslur,
he said, not only on the exami-
ners but on the entire Tamil
people. The TULF's request for
an impartial inquiry he pointed
out had not being granted.

Since education and university
places have always been a highly
sensitive jssue (hence the whaole
controversy  over standardisation
introduced by the previous regime
and the UNP's election promise
to abolish it} this public debate
has added fuel to fire.

Immediately after that eame the
Mallur bank robbery, the killing
of two policemen and an “infor-
mant™. The number of policemen
killed in the past few years now

add up to I8 and there have been
no convictions just as there has
been none from the murder of
Mayor Durayappah.

Mr. Amirthalingam wrote re-
cently to  the President ahbouyt
police excesses and harassment of
civilians in various parts of the
northern province including JafTna,
The President assured the Oppo-
sition leader of prompt inguiry.
And Mr. Cyril Herat, a D.1.G.,
is investigating another “mystery”
letter — a circular distributed  with
the frank of a northern province
police superintendent.

In this climate, hopes of some
rapprochement between the govern-
ment and the TULF have quickly
receded. About the time of Presi-
dent Jayewardene’s trip to India,
these hopes ran high,

The gradual estrangement and
the dilemma of both parties are
best seen in an exchange betwean
Minister Gamini Dissanayake and
Mr. Amirthalingam. The Minister
said that the TULF speaks with
Iwo voices, one conciliatory  in
Colombo, and another under the
préssure of young militants in
Jaffna. On his side, Mr. Amirthg-
lingam found the government
extending the hand of friendship
and on other occasions spitting
out what he called venom,

Meanwhile undercurrents  of
Sinhala sentiment can be seen not
only in mystery leaflets but idenii-
fied even more plainly in places
like the St. John's Market where
Sinhala fish mudalalis relying on
supplies from different parts of
the island reveal, consciouslv or
unconscicusly, the “zconomics™ af
communalism and the changing
temper.



Students — in sorrow ofr

anger?

Here's trouble 1o ihem 1har

fillls At any rate ii’s brewing.
This time it's Polgolla, not Pera-
deniva. The recadily established
Dumbara Campus has bzen re-
dubbed ‘Dhuk-bard’ campus by
its luckless iphabitants, who have

good cause to be ‘heavy with
sorrow’. The dezcision to establish
this campus was politically

motivated one désigned to isolate
the Arts students and thereby
de-politicize Peradeniya. This local
w_rmnt of the du“lrllm of *cantain-
meant’ w;ls 'iflclrp“'.-' eriticized even
by senior pro-governms i« dons at
Peradaniya. Hut the decision was
implemented.

Now there are dround 700
students up at Dumbara without
hasic facilitizs of study or resi-
dence. The lack of desks, chairs,
tables and blackboards have seve-
riy impaired the process of teach-
ing. Since there are no halls of
residence, Students  are  packed
sometimes 6 to a room in the
surrounding hous=s. The boarding
faas Churgcd by these private house
uWI‘IEr'i is astronomical averaping

250/~ per student for bed
and board. The students Haven't
been granted their loans as yet
cither, while the sdlaries of some
categories of lecturers have not
been paid on schedule.

Things aren’t made any easjer
by the conduct of the campus
head who is said to behave as
if the students were not under-
graduates, but school children
and the lecturers were Montes-
sori teachers. His habit of pop-
ping inlo classrooms while leciures

are in progress hasn’t endeared
him to the staff or swdents.
Going by his record of conduct

towards teachers and pupils during
his previous stint as a school
principal, many wonder whether
this individual was not dn  emi-
nently unsuitable candidate for the
post of campus Head.

It is also interesting to note that
nobody, not even a student from
Peradeniya, is permitied to enter
the hallowed precinets of Dumbara

4

Campus without the express per-
mission of the Head of the latter
institution, Such permission  hay
not, been forthcoming *except for
students [rdml Peradeniya who be-

long to the Sanmawadi Students
Union. nly these students are

peraitted to bréak the ban on
political activity in  the campus.
Fresdom ol association guaranteed
by the constitution!!

Much the same situation pre-
vails at, the Ruhuna Campus loca-
téd in Matara. There is neither a
library nor cantéen nor laboratory.
There's also a dearth of  chairs
in the lscture rooms as well ay
ciuipment needed for the Depart-
iments of Geography and Science.
The lack of  residentail facilitiss
has meant that stodents have to

pity between Rs. 175/- to Rs.
200/ for rented rooms in ths
neighbourhood which they have

to share with several others. Stu-
dent loans . however uare in the
recion of Rs. 180/~ only.

Unrest is also  veported at
Hevwood, the Institute For Fine
Aris and  Aesthetic Studies  at
Hortan Place Colombo. The stu-
dents allege that like earlier this
year they are being intimidated
and harassed by thugs whom they
say  enjoy . political  patronage.
So far 19 students have been
suspended by the :1ulhm:|'n:a, and
the letters of suspension are re-
ported to have been delivered by
personnel of the Cinnumon Gar-
dens Police. The students  elaim
that they are being victimized and
coerced by a coalition of forces
ranging from thugs and pelice to
the administrators security guards
and student dctivisits of  one
varicty.

““So unversity autonomy is be-
ginning to mean merely the *auto-

nomy’ of the campus authorities
to repress us” siid  one  student
whil= a senior don told the

Lanka Guardian that the situation
will have to bz remedizd fast by
ths government if it doesn't want
another Weerasuriva or Vidyalan-
kira incident on its hands.

InteFnational protest
on TU rights

e International Union of Food

and Allied Worker's Associa-
tions held their Regional Commitlee
meeting for Asia and the Pucific
in Colombo. They have forwarded
a resolution to the P‘Insidfnt in
which they comnient on trade
union rights in Sri Lanka sStates
a press relenae.

“ln Sri Lanka, the guarantee
for ecconomic development safe-
guarding the basic interests and
the dignity of the people is the
strength of the freely and demo-

cratically organised trade union
movement, such as has existed
since independence,

“For these reasons, our orga-

nisation is deeply disturbed about
the spirit and the basic assump-
tions underlying actions taken by
vour governmient, particularly in
the course of this year.

In January, your Minister
submitted a White
Relations,

II{li
of Labour
Paper on Employment
drafted in terms of proposed
legislation, which contains far-
reaching attucks on security of
employment, on the right to
strike and on the ability of trade
unions to engage in  collective
bargaining, The proposal to insti-
tute Emplovees' Councils with
colleztive bargaining powers under-
mines the very cxistence of wrade

unions  and represents a slep

towards the corporate State.
“The White Paper has been

rightly opposed by all our affi-

liated unions in, Sri Lanka, be
they the Ceylon Mercantile Union,
the unions affiliated to the Ceylon
Federation of Labour or the
Cevlon Workers’ Congress. We
share and support their opposition.

“l ahour lepislation based om
the White Paper, in part or in
whole, would contravene interna-
tionally accepted labour standards,
in particular 1LO convenlions on
freedom of association, collective
bargaining and equal pay.



*(2) In September, your govern-
ment threatencd trade  unions
which had called a one-day token
strike in support of (1) restora-
tion of a benefit which had been
taken dway from the people, (2)
restoration of democratic  rights
and civil liberties as well ds cessa-
tion of political victimization and
(3) the defense of workers® living
standards; with wholesalé dismissal
of waorkers participating in  this
strike. In any democratic country,
these are considered matters of
legitimate concern to trade unions
and legitimaté subjects for indus-
trial action.

“(3) In Octobzr, your govern-
ment idtroduced a law on the
Enployment of Trainees (Private
Sector), which wis made retro-
active and which has the effect
of edabling employers to employ
non=manual and manval labout
at one-year periods at pay levels
below corrent minima, astablished
by law or collective agreemient,
and deprives such workers from
trade union protection.

“Actions such as these strongly
convey the impression that your
government belives that it cannot
achieve its objectivés without
weakéning or destroying the trade
union movement in  Sri Lanka,
We stand in total opposition to
such polices.

“Our organisation s pledged
Jto assist our affilidted unions,
and the tradé unjion movement
as a whole in Sri Lanka, in their
struggles to safeguard their freedom
of action. Pledase be assired that,
to honour this plédge, we will not
hesitate to commit all resonrces
at our disposal,

“We drge your government not
to take any further tleps in matlers
pertaibing to industrial lepislation
witoout previous consultation, and
in accord with, all representative
trade union organisations in Sri
Lanka,

“We further urge vour govern-
ment to cease any measires of
discrimination, harassment and
victimization against trade union
members, to restore any  demo-
cratic rights and civil liberties that
have been suspended and to allow
free collective bargaining to take
place in the public and private
sectors of the economy."

Coins and the

“Come in with change money"
15 an order made loudly and an-
grily by the bus-canductors these
days, Of course, the passengers
do not always tender a tenuer or
even a [iver when their fare hap-
pens to be eighty or foity cents
but in most cases anly a rupse

coin.  Yes they hardly get their
change back. As arguments and
countef-argunients are inevitable

bus travel nowadays lias more or
léss become a trip to the batile
front.

Some passengers think that the

conductors have hiddén pockets
ot their uniforms where, mostly
the old brass coins of ten apnd

five cent denomiationsars surrep-
titously stacked. For, if you have
these coins now, vou can either
melt thém yourselfl and make tiny
screws and sell them for a  hig-
her price (the brass value of the
ten cents coin is cts 33 while
that of the five cents coin is cts
18) or if you have beén perseve-
rant enough to collect Rs. 300/-
in old ten-cent coins you could
exchange them for a brand new
bicycle from a certain cycle shap
in the city—a handsome, practical
new Year bargain for a working
class family.

Ariyway, the shortage of ten and
five cent coins especially, has
been going on for the past ore
and a half years and is  very
much aggravated now that the
average citizen has become the
loser.  Some shop-keepers now
give postage stamps to their cus-
tomers in place of change up to
25cts (it's vime that some enter-
prising importer got an agency
for the very populir Greedshield
Stamps) while some otherss offer
you toffees and lozengers.

The Finance Minister himsell dnee
admitted to us the fact that
brass coins were melted by cer-
tain  inventive people to  make
SCrews [ll'{'llll'l(! |.|:]|: [[Tﬂﬂ he annovn=
ced his first budget dnd assured
us that aluminium eoiis  would
bé minted to overcome thiz bizar-
re trend. But the crunch is; why
has the Central Bank which has
the reputation of having the cream
of academic talent (even now they
sny there dre over 20 staff offi-

masses

cers in just one department whao
have been given specialized post=
graduate training overseas but just
idle) failed to remedy the situation?

A few months ago, we heard
that the Bank was forced to air-
freight part of a consigment when
the crisis toock a turn for the
worse.  While the official view
attributes the shortage to an un-
forseen tise of bhrass prices in
the world market and to a glut
of minting orders at Bradbury and
Wilkinsons, some other officers
of the Bank speak of bad plan-
ning and not correctly ' assessing
the basic economic laws of money
supply and circulation, Although
at the tiie of writing, a ship-
ment has arrived with 2000 boxes
of carrency of all denominations,
the quantities of live and ten cent
coins thereln may rot suffice un-
til the next arrival which is exs
pected, after the Sinhala New
Year. According to a Bank offi
cial, even the employees of the
Central Bank are oppressed by
the coin shortage and a Head of
Department had confessed that hLe
realized the gravity of the situa-
tion only recently.

While the Bank’s weekly issue

of coins to the SLTB amounts
to Rs. 5000/~ the bus conductors
in turn receive a daily (at mast
depots weekly) float of a mes=
sly Rs 2/- Some conductors have
told this journal that to gét that
float they had to report at least
an hotr before their normial wor-
king hours as they had to be in a
long queue. Fret in vain they
sighed, as the float wouldn't last
even a single trip:
_ Meanwhile some bright bus con-
ductors, at the énd of a run, part
with their smiall change at boutigues
and to pavément hawker pals for
cairis of biggér denominations, and
start their new journey without the
fives and Lens!

But the question that most peo-
pla ask today s that if the
Central Bank has begn udable;
for the past 1% years to bridge
the gap in the coin shortage be-
fore il got worse, they wonder
how it can meaningfully advise
the Government on low to run
the economy!

L H



Protect Vietnam
resclution

66 ur Association i. e. the Sri

O;mkﬂ Indo-Chinese Friend-
ship Association Wwas formed when
the flames of the battle in Viel-
nam and the entire Indo-China
warmed the hearts and reached
thie receptive cars of the people
of Sri Lanka, particularly
in the hill country.”” statesa rele-
ense from Mr., G. B. de Silva,

those |

president of the Sri Lanka-Viet- |

nam Friendship Association.

The statement goes on:

“Coming as it did, after over
40 years of protracied
under the brilliant leadership of
the Vielnamese Communisi Parly,
the great victory of the Vistnamese
people in the spring of 1973 was
a decisive blow against U. 3

strugele |

Imperialism and world Capitalism |

as a whole. This victory resulted
in the liberation of entire Indo-
China from the yoke of U. S.
Imperialism and helped change
the correlation of forces an o

world scale in favour of socia- |

lism.

«The dialecties of history are

such that the defence of the Viet- |

namese revolution
an urgent
and that of progressive forces the
world over.

is once again |
task on our agenda

«It is against this backdrop that |

it has become necessary for us
to clearly define our stand. As
a contequence we have opted to
change the name of our Associa-
tion and re-constitu'e ourselves

as the S Lanka-Vietnam Friend- |

ship Association.

“While we support the Vietna-
mese peopls in their task of pro-
tecting the revolution and building
socialism, we also  catsgorically
denouce any attempt to interfere
with or sabotage the efforts of
the Victnamese people. In the
name of all Socialist and progres-
sive forces of the world we appeal
to the people and lzaders of the
People’s Republic of China to allow
the States of Indo-China to de-
cide the destinies of their people

L]

Crdone8

Chintaka

Natural disaster, social crisis

he dinlectics of nature lay

bare the structures of socicty.
The burden of natural disaslers,
like that of economic crises fall
heaviest on the frail shoulders of
those who can least afford o
bear it. Repeatedly borne out in
many p.arts of the ‘Third World"
from the Sahel to Bangladesh,
this was proven once again during
and in the afiermath of the
cyclone that ravaged Sri lLanka
on Thursday the 23rd of Novmber.
Thoueh an early warning was
given by the Colombo Observatory
on the 18th and again on the
2oth,  the message was 1ot
communicated to the masses with
the necessary urgency by the Press
and Radio — ‘responsible’  and
‘development  journalism®  not-
withstanding! Mo serious and
susiained effort was made to
mobilize and deploy the siate
apparatus, particularly the resour-
ces of the Armed Forces and
Police and mount the kind of
massive  evacuation that was
necessary from the time of the
earliest warning. Of course the
people in the expected larget area
were for ths most part poor and
of minority =thnic origin to boot.
One can only speculate whether
the mass media and the state
apparatus would have been mobi-
lized and deploysd for the task
of evacuation in a swifter and
more efficient manner had  the
projected  tarpet arca  been the
Western Province where the elite
is concentraled.

So, the cyclone hit and caused
the maximum damage. Informed
spurces say that the highest fayers
of the government's decision -
without undue pressure. It is our!
considered opinion that such inter-)
ference will only assist the canpse
of reuction and weaken the sozin-|
list camp and will be a deflinile,
absiacle to all those who are still]
struggling for national liberation,
freedom, democracy and socialism|
all over the world.”

making apparat began to function
fully only on Saturday the 25th.
This was in sharp contrast to
the quick official responscfollowing
the recent air crash. (Does
the cxplanation lie in the fact
that quite a few of the victims
of the air disaster belonged
in one way or another to the
military bureaucratic ruling  elite
of Indonesia, a social group
responsible  for the murder of
over 14 million people in  the
fuscist coup of 1965) The victims
of the cyclone belonged mainly
to social strata which are margi-

nalized from the existing power
siructure. Mo day of national
mourning has yet been declared

for the victims of this national

disaster.

The cyelone lashed  viciously
against the backs of the poor.
The dwellings of the poor are

constructed out of building male-
rials and are located in places
which ecan afford little protection
against the elemental forces of
nature. They have no means of
communication which can summon
assistance, nor do they have private
transportaiion to hasten them to
places ol sufety. Thus, while the
very conditions of material  exis-
tence of the poor reader them
acutely vulnerabie to the hostile
forces of nature, the wealth of
the rich itsell generated by the
poor) enable them to live on
physical circumsiances  which
afford them protection from the
elements. As in war, in times of
natural disaster toe, it isthe poor
who bear the brunt of the suffering.
Soot-blackened clay pots and pans
bobbing in the waters, was one
of the many poignant sights of
Nov 24th morning.

Then came the relief operation.
Tt is well-known that in *‘Third
World' countries the main obstacle
to development is not so  much
a lack of surplus, but rather its
outflow, wasteful consumption and
internal maldistribution.  This



maldisiribution results from {and
in turn buttresses) {he highly
skewed, heirarchical structures of
our socisly. This general, struc-
turally determined, feature of
miquitous distribution of existing
resources 15 evidenced in the reliefl
effort too. It has been not so
much a quesiion of the nona-
vailubility of relief materials, but
rather their  non-availability (in
the required quantities) to the
people who really nesd them.
Foreign assistance and domesti-
cally mobilized ‘aid" is fuaneljed
into the pipeline but doesn’t come
out at the other end in the areas
and among the poople most
affected by the cyclone. Maldjs-
tribution is alonz socio-economic
and communal  lines — which
frequently intersect and  overlap.
Eyewitness repor!s and first hand
observations confirm that supplies
intended for Batiicaloa have been
and are being divitied to other
areas which are less badly off,
Even in Batticaloa itself it is
being alleged that priority was
given to the small colony of
Jayanthipura. Then again, in all
these areas the townsfollk have
been given precedence over the
worse affected peasants and fisher

folk., Thus, both race and class
have been dominant, and even
determinant factors in the distri-

bution of reliel assistance, Just as
they are in the uallocation of

., national wealth.,
A few words on the burean-
cracy and the police, Diespite

reports in the mainstream medija,
the relief ‘bungle’ is not dye Lo
a few  recalcitrant o COrrunt
bureaucrats and polies personnel,
The problem is not one af indi-
vidual bzhaviour, but rather of
systems  and  structures.  Indeed,
we gather that the Colonel whg
is the co-ordinating officer, Batti-
caloa, as well a5 the G. A. thare,

Mr. Dickson  Nilawecra, are
CATTYINg out their duties compe-
tently on a non-discriminatory

basis. But as we said, the question

is determined not hy subjective
intention or personal conduct,
but by objective factors, The

bureaucracy, police and armed
forces ore inherently anti-people
institutions creaied and designed
to safeguard, in the last Instance,
the material privileges and hege-

monic position of a numerically
small social class which bases iis
parasitic existence on the surplus
gencrated by the masses. Such
is the role of these institutions
N a socio-econamic order such
a8 ours. To expect such  institu-
tions to function on  behalf of,
and together with, the people; is
hopelessly utopian. In exploitative
socicties the bureaucracy is anp
apparalus that stands apart from
and above the people. Even in
the context of a national disas ter
it cannot integrate itself organically
with the masses. This is truer
still of the police and armed
forces, with their militaristic,
elitist, anticivilian mentality, These
latter  institutions  have  been
hermetically sealed off from the
masses 50 as {0 prevent  ‘conta-
mination' by the popular pressures
and radical currents in society.
Not even a cyclone can  break
down these barriers. ‘Relief* and
an anti-civilian  mind  are two
disparate things. One cunnot expect
4 Dobermann  Pinscher  trajned
expressly as watchdog-cum-hunter
to metamorphose into a gentle
Si. Bernard’s with g brandy cask
around its nzck! The misdeeds,
however eallous, of individuals
during this crisis, only serve ta
exacerbate and sharply dramatize
the essential nature  of these
institutions.

Things aren’t the same the world
aver. In a  society where the
administrative apparatus js  boih
representative and open to genuing
popular participation things are
different. In a society whers the
armed forces have their genesis
in popular struggle,  and  their
stvle of work js founded on the
different  ideas they  funclion
differently. Such armies are in
every sanse of the word, people’s

armies.  They emphasize their
popular traditions, while a high
premium  is  placed on arganic

integration with the masses through
intense  political  education and
productive  work  alongside  the
people.  There is no svstematic
inculeation of anti-civilian, elitist
attitudes  contemptous of the
masses. Sacieties based on collec-
tive forms of oreanization and
collective styles of work, societies
where mass initiative nand dvna-
mism from below is encouraged,

instead of reliance on bureaucratic
paternalism, have the capacity Lo
mobilize themselves in a manoer
which can and indesd have
managed to minimize the damage
inflicted through natural disasters.
Socialist Vietnam’s recent expe-
rience with Floods is but a single
tase Iin point. Even the American
press  reported how  the reljel
(including that from  external
sources) was being  chaonelled
swiltly and efficiently to those
who most needed it, by means
of the Vietnamese Peopics Army
and a nertwork of peoples
commitlees. The foreign  press
also  contrasted this with what
goss on in similar circumstances
in  most other ‘Third World®
countries, Bangladesh  being a
grotesque example.

China’s example

The contrast between pre-revo-
lutionary and post-revolutionary

China is another striking illus=
tration of the point made here.
Unlike in societies like ours,
where as previously stated, the

surplus generated by the working
masses is drained away to the
metropolitan  ccnires, consumed
wastefully by the local ruling elite
and expended on the blireaucracy,
armed forces and ‘prestige’ projects,
this surplus is utilized for public
purpose rather than private profit.
In such ecountries resources are
mobilized to expand the capacity
of the productive forcés to batlle
with nature. The struggle to curb
and harness the forces of nature
is therefore much more successful.
This  explains the massive affort
made by China in successfully
climinating the menace of floods
from her two preat rivers, which
had plagued her people far cen-
turies. No such effort can really
be made in  our societies since
our system cannot come up with
the corrcet ‘mix’ of moral and

material  incenlives  which  can
gencrate. the mass  enthusiasm
needed for such efforts. This ie

something that can and has besp
attained only by systems Founded
on collective and cooperative forms
of social organization and  muss
mobilization.

The social behaviour in evidence
in the cyclone -struck areas also



sheds a revealing light on other
aspects of the system in which
we live. The interplay of market
forces work to the benefit of a
minority and the detriment of the
majority. This integral feature of
markel - dominated, profit—orien-
ted economics is vastly heighiened
in times of natural disaster, when
demand far outstrips supply. For
example a loaf of bread was
selling at Rs. 10/- (and later
Rs. 3-) on the East Coast at a
time when people were starving
and homeless. When the authorities
had siphoned off their share of the
relief aid, the major portion of
the remaining ‘loot” was turned
over to dubious groups, (who are
functionally linked with the police
in most localities, even under
normal circumstances), Tho desti-
tute populace of the cyclone
stricken areas continue to be at
the tender mercies of these elements,
who want to make a quick buck.
What prevailed throughout the
island in the immediate aftermath
of the cyclone, and what still
prevails in the East Coast, is free
enterprise gone mad... an extreme
manifestation of a ‘*free” and
‘gpen’ (but hardly ‘just’) economy.

The savags squabbling for items
of food and clothing among the
cyclone victims, the vulture-like

Cyclone '78:

Some posers

L .
hen were the earliest war

nings received ¥ The Colom-
bo Observatory issued a warning
on the 20th of MNovember. Was
there a previous warning as early as
the 181th?  When were the reports
of the weather satellites [first re-
ciived? Couldn’t the loss of life

have besn minimized had the
authoritics taken the malter with
the utmost SEriolsness and
strained every nerve from the
time of the first danger signals?
* Why didn't V.LPs wvisit the
disaster area in  the immediate

aftermath? Was the Tenth Annual
Conference of the Press Founda-
tion of Asia (not to mention other

behaviour ol corrupt officials and
policemen not to mention the
thugs and traders is inevitable in
a society dominated by the cash
nexus and a value system which
revolve around competition and
personal gain.

Qur reaction to the cyclone of
November 23rd must therefore
not stop al expressions of sorrow
at the human suffering that has
been caused. Mor must it stop
with a well meaning donation of
monecy or clothes to this or that
fund. Rather, the response of the
thinking Ceylonese must include
an understanding that the very
organization of our society renders
the mass of people acutely vul-
nerable to natural disasters just
as to economic depressions, and
that the process of successfully
contending with nature, necess-
tates as a prerequisite, the radical
restructuring of our society.

Meanwhile, as Colombo’s elite
snap up 350 rupee dance tickets
and consume 750 rupee Christmis
hampers, out in the waste lands
of the Eait Coast are iens o
thousands of hungry homeless
people who are truly the wretched
of the earth. For them, it willl
be 2 hard winter. ] '

ceremonies) assigned a higher pri-
ority? Why didn’t some senior
M.Ps at least visit the stricken
areas immediately?

* Was an adequate number of
medical personne]l rushed 1o the
disaster zones in the shortest
possible time? According o the
Lanfadeepa report there were only
10 doctors, 60 nurses and 35
other medical personnel in these
areas even by the 28th. Where
were the members of the GMOA
not to mention the ‘Doctors for
Democracy’? Few of the flocd
victims could have afforded to
pay 25/- as consultation feas of-
course, which must have been &
distinct disincentive!

* Were Armed Forces personnel
and vehicles deployed inadesquate
numbers in the affected areas?
Serveral days after the disaster

struck, there were only 20 boats
and 300 navy personnel engaged
in the task of food distribution
in Batticaloa.

* Why didn't and indeed, why
hasn't the government taken mea-
sures to impose price controls and
curb profiteering in the disaster
stricken zones? At the time of
writing a loaf of bread was sell-
ing at Rs. 3/~ and a cup of
plain tea at Rs. 1/50, while a
pound of vegetables cost Rs. 3/-
and a measure of rice Rs. 4f- in
many of these areas. (Incidently
so much for the export ol rice!l)

* On what basis is the mione-
tary compensation for damage in-
curred to be distributed? Is It
as a Government circular states,
to be on the basis of the posses-
sion of ration books? In the best
of times this would encompass
less than half the populace of
these arcas, but in the wake of
disaster of this magnitude it would
be absurd to imagine that ration
books would not have been lost
together with other possessions.
Therefore, under the present cir-
cumstances, over 907 of those
affected may not be eligible for
compensation if  the ability to
produce their ration books is
taken as the sole criteria.

* In any case, will an adequate
sum be granted as compensation?
After the cylone the price of 100
woven cocotut palms to be used
as cadjan roofing is around Rs.
200/- in the stricken areas.

* For the first time since 1947
the Public Security Act has been
utilized for the purpose of public
security. However, when will it
be lifted in thess areas and the
now postponed local government
elections be held? The Govern-
ment should announce a fai-
rly definite deadline since the
public will be watchful after the
experience of 1971-'77 where the
Emergency was in force long after
any real need ceased to exist and
local government was throttled
during this period.



| UNCTAD v

Bridging the commitment

he Fifth session of the United

Mations Conference on Trade
and Development will open  in
Manila on May Tth. In prepara-
tion for the Conference, national
seminars are being held in maost
developing countries in an  effort
to discuss the conference agendy,
brief participants and create an
awareness of the issues. The S
Lanka seminar, sponsored by the
Marga Institute last month, will
be followed shortly by an Asjun
Seminar, alse to be held in
Colombo. Last month's seminar
which was inaugurated by Lalith
Athulathmudali, the Minister of
Trade and Shipping, included a
keynote address by Gamani Carea
UNCTAD Secretary-General. Amao-
ng the participants were H, N. §.
Karunatilleke,  Bernard Soysu,
Godfrey Gunatilleke, C. Chanmu.
gam, A. 5. Javawardena, W. D
Soysa, T. M. R. B. Tennekoon,
Douglas Javasekera, Lal Jayawar-
dena, V. Kanesalingam, P. B.
Karandawela and Susantha de
Alwis,

UNCTAD V is commitled to
MAPPIng oul necessary measures
towards the setting up of a new
international economic order It
also will seek to evolve a develop-
ment strategy for the third UN
Davelopment Decade,

UNCTAD is recognised as the
principle platform of the develop-
Ing couniries to campaign for a
change in the current woild order
into one that will be in their favour,
This aspiration has been contested
by the developed nations who see
it as colonialism-in-reverse,

A vital feature of the New
International  Econamic  Order
(NIEQ) will be Economic Conpe-
ration among Developing  coun-
tries (ECDC). 1n the [ast twao
decades progress has been made.
at least at the regional level in
ECDC. On a global scale, the
Non Aligned Conference, parti-
culurly the Colombo Summit, map
ped out a comprehensive pra-

gap
framme for ECDC. UNCTAD Vv
becomes the logical forum at which
to work out a zlobal system while
strengthening the existing regional
Eroupings lLike the Asian Clearing

Union and our Dbilatera] agree-
ments with countries like [ndia.
ECDC is hampered ahove all

by a retarded attitude which as5u-
mes  development exclusively by
remaining peripheral to the capital-
ist West. This model, the Singa-
pare and Hong Kong experience,
is much enamoured by Third Waorld
policy makers including $ri Lanka's.
Yet what is lost sight of, is that
the only eastern country to become

an economic power, Japan, did
not suffer a colonial period. Like.
wise China too has developed

through self reliance,

Countries like ours still maintain
4 mare vigorous trade with the
West than with fallow developing
countries. And though the case
for ECDC has hesn well estahli-
shed by Third World specialists,
the policy maksrs r2main unmoved
and the pzople unconvinced. Edy-

Letters . ..

¢ Continned from page D

led by Marxist-Leninise parties
but 'buurgeais or petty bourgeois
leaderships, and nobody can make
astrological predictions as to the
compasition and policles of the
governments that may he esrab.
lished eventually, notto mention
the subsequent evolution of these
struggles, just as such idle spe-
culation and  conjecture didn't
prevent Marx and Lenin  from
suppaorting the independence
struggles in Ireland, China, India
etc. The JVP's much  vaunted
proletarian internationalism js only
for export it seems, and not for
domestic consumption. Thizs jnol-
dentally is just like ctheir views
on armed struggle They applaud

Jayantha Semasundaram |

cation and the inculcation of new
ideas and approaches js called
for. The media in the Third World
has got to see this as an essen-
tial lcature of the New [nfor-
mation Order,

“ECDC should not be considered
as a growth strategy that is hosiile
to developed countries' says P, B
Karandawela. “Basically i1 sceks
to abalish the dependency reia-
tionship that subsists between deve-
loping  and developed cauntries,
while simultaneously assisting deve-
loping countries to achieve to higher
rate of pgrowth than could be
possible if they were to depand
primarily on the growth impulses
generated by the developed coun-
tries. If through ECDC W are
able to achieve a higher rate of
growih, our trade exchanges with
developed countries will also in-
crease in absolute terms and jn
SDME cases, perhaps even in refs-
tive terms, since developing coun-
tries would be then Possessing g
richer and more claborate indus-
trial and technological capability,
and also be capabla of entering
into economic relations with deve-
loped countries on ap equul ba-
5i5."

It everywhere else but rensunce
it at home. OF course i the
company of lzaftists  abroad (2g.
at  the Youth Confarencas in
Havana, | am told) they are very
r-r-r-revolutionary!

By the way, | wondzr an what
basis Dr. Kumar David (anathar
Tamil convert to  Sinhala chau-
vinism like Massrs Karalasingham
and Sanmugathasan?) leading mam.
ber of the '‘Naw' L55P, pradices
in their papar THE LEFTIST,
that a future Tamil Eslam will
be a ‘black’ ‘fascist’ stace, rather
than a red, pink or grey ona,

Sir, your commont
Lanka Guardian N»
was quite corrace,
that: “As far as the Tami youth
are concerned, all prominent
sactions of the Sinhala Laft spral
with a forked tongue™,

Kandy,

an pg 5cof
H (Oce lse)
when it stated

‘Bharathi’

L]



Iran

| International news

How the power bloc fell apart

by Mervyn de Sllva

Rﬁdiu Teheran listeners were taken by

main bulletin  gave unusual

onslaught on the bratality

the protest marchers who had held for
in the grip of an cver-swelling anti-Shah movement.

some key towns

The parliamentary censure was
nothing less than a frontal assault
on the two months old govern-
ment of General Azhari.

Although the [ranian press had
suddenly comes to life with the
first outbreak of widespread vio-
lence, the flames of newly acquired
independence were soon smothered.
Both the Irapian assembly and
the medja had been notoriously
impotent for many years and this
spirited burst of self-conlidence
were the maost revealing dcemons-
trations of what had happened in
[ran these past faw months.

In a matter of months many
things have happened stimultane-
ously and with an amazing rapidity
that  has both confused and
astounded most observers of the
Iranian scene, whatever their sell-
interest, their political inclinations
and perspective,

The sheer intensity of feeling
against the Shah, the Pahlevi
dynasty and the ruling coterie
attached to or intimately associated
with the Tmperial Court has shatt-
ered the myth of a popular, all-
powerful monarch driven by a
divine destiny to make Iran a
modern, major nation.

With it has crumbled the ance
impressive facade of stability.

The repressive apparatus which
had assisted the Shah in silencing
opponents and suppressing dissent,
and therefore in  maintaining this
facade of a self-assured monarchy
controlling affairs in  conditions
of evident stability, has been
severcly shaken.

The arrogant self-confidence of
both SAVAK, (the dreaded secret
police and one of the most infamous

10

surprise last week, Its

prominence to & parliamentary

of the armed forces in their reaction to

many days the capital and

in the world) and of the upper
echelons of the army has been
rudely jolted not only by the moun-
ting tide of popular hostilily but
by the Shah's own cunning,
scifish actions. In a classic exercise
of finding sacrificial goats tv appe-
ase mass anger, the Shah dismissed
the prime minister, the head of
SAVAK, several generals and boss
of Iran Air, who later committed
suicide. Though an individual act,
his desperate deed, in the face
of corruption charges, isa telling
moment of illumination  which
gives the outside observera vivid
glimpse of the spreading sense of
uncertainty that has seized the
ruling groups in Iran.

For well over a decade, since
the last troubles in the early
sixties, the Shah had run the
country on a working alliance
or what Nicos Poulantszas calls
a ‘power bloc’ which embodied
a sort of partnership where hewas
the ceniral and dominant perso-
nality. The power block consisted
of the family, the court clique,
the armed forces, some hand-picked
civilian paoliticians, SAVAK, a new
layer of big businessmen linked
closely to foreign capital, and an
emerging technocratic and Amern-
can-educated administrative elite.

contrived
working alliance
that has collapsed. Not only is
each power-centre (starting with
the Shah) under attack but the
relationship of mutual interest and
therefore mutual trust is under
severe strain. What is more, the
earlier trust, freely shared, has
been replaced by mutual suspicion
which greatly adds to the con-
fusion and uncertainty.

It is this somewhat
partoership  or

| @ The Public Prosecutor
iIs ready to Indict over
100 rich lranlans inclu- |
ding several members of
the Royal Family for
large - scale  corruption
and illegal transfer abroad [
of colossal sums.

US Marines used tear
gas on students demons-

trating before the US
Embassy and shouting
‘Death ta the Shah' and

‘Death to Carter’.

@ Libya's Gaddafi has des-
cribed the protest move-
ment as part of a |
‘progressive Islamic revo-
lution®

Since the Shah shows no :igns
of abdication or discreet with-
drawal (as he did when Mossadegh
challenged himjand indeed displays
every sign of holding onto power,
the army does not know what
deal he will make with some
sections of the opposition or what
manouevre he will attempt next.
And if the move succeeds what
price will he be ready to pay.
The heads of a few more generals?

On the other hand, the personal
fates of General Azhari and olher
top commanders now  master-
minding the cruel crack-down on
the opposition at the behest of
the Shah will be anybody's guess

if the Shah quits, or a new
monarchical council is  set up
answerable to the |8 wyear old

Crown Prince, or il a civilian
coalition takes over where MNational
Front leader Karim Sanjabi plays
the key role.

Besides these deep anxieties over
the next act in the [last-moving
unpredictable drama of socio-poli-
tical change, the armed foices
have inherent conflicts  within.
This embraces and reflects the
wider conflicts of Iranian society
and its struectures.

Unlike other large armies in
the Third World {and the Iranian
is one of the biggest and best
equipped) the Iranian army has
been careful not to recruit to its



command structure young and able
career officers drawn from the
middle and Jower-middle layers
of Iranian sdciéty. Absolute loyalty
to the ‘King of Kings® hds always
been the main, if not sole, cri-
terion. And lovalists hdave come
from the wealthy upper classes.

This, the Avotoliah in  Paris
can make a direct appeal to the
voung officers and soldiers, He
vould even ‘threaten’ them with
“ex-communication” for firing
on fellow religionists. That is why
there have been réports of officers
ordering their meén to shoot at
the hated Pragtorian Guatd of
the Shah, and widespread specu-
lation of rumblings of discontent
in middle echelon officers' clubs
and barracks outside Teheran.

BIG BUSINESS

Such nérvoismess is even micre
decply felt in the business and
professional circles close to the
Royal Family, and the big busi-
ness commiunity az & whale,

T

Thriving on political patronage
and collosal corruption, this group
is the [ocal collaborator of wes-
tern investors or mint even casier

millions throtigh hdge  tip=ofTs
from contracts ‘farmed oul’ to
weastern companies. There is an

open tridngular llinkage between
big business, the Shah and wes-

tern stratégic and commercial
interests.
This new, so-called modern

businéss elité realises that the po-
pular agitation is not only aimed
at the Shah but at his foreign
patron, which is its patron and
partner, too.

The Shah's propagandist rfear-
guard action misled even unbiased
observers of the [ranian  events.
Until the tiue, genuinely popular

nature of 3jhe strupgle Became
evident, and its scope and in-
tensity plain &nough, even well-

informed foreign journalists and
analysts went along. at least haif
way, with the Shal's description
of the conflict. The official read-
ing offered two basic cikplanations.

{a) When all his efforts to stem
the tide faltered, the Shah gran-
ted somewhadt grudgingly that there

{nat of

were popular
his making, of course) bur that

Erievances

the protest movement was  enoi-
neered hy a small grodp of *[.=
lamic Marxists’. At a a recemt
press conference, Genefal Azhari
flugged the same theory about
“lefiist sabutl.*urs",_ “eabhblearop-
sers'' and “athéists”™ who could
have “foreizn support™. (An
obvidis hint, 4t the Soviet Union
as much as a special appeal for
western synpathy).

(2} This was a contest betwesn
“Islamic findamentalists' {i.e. bick=
werd; reactionary forces) and the
“liberalising”, “modernising"” Puh-
levi policies (i.e. progressive forces)

Al Best, the antithetical formul-
ation of (2) is a crude over
simplification. What is more likely
it is a deliberate distortion 1hat
seeks to conceal the wide - rang-
ing character of a popular naiiond-
list movement. erupting it is true
in exceptional and even forced
circumstances, in  which the cul-
tural and the economic factors
are nol merely {nseparable bt
the cconomic is the hiore crueial
or determinant elemient.

Clearly, it is npeither in the
interests of the Shah nor of his

11



fureign backers to stress the eco-
nomie, which is both wvital and
sensitive. Tt is far cleverer to
emphasise the cultural, religious
and traditionalist faclors, that 1s
to say, the supersiructural factors.

Yot
foreign

the target unarguably is
domination. Admittedly,
its impact has been felt in the
broad sphere of culture. In Lian,
this process which is s0 common-
place a feature of the colonial
experience, i5 wrapped in an odd
paradox. The Shah has basked
in the glory of the magaificent
Iranian heritage {one of his titles
claims he is the ‘Lignt of the
Aryans') but it has been an exer-
cise in self-glorification. For the
rest of the nation, westernization
or Americanisation  (mistakealy
presented as *‘modernisation’—} of
the life-style of ‘the dominant
groups has meant the spaliation
of traditional culture, a mneglect
of the finer nspects of a naoble
heritage, an affront to national self-
eslecem.

But what ia the basis of this
hegemony? It is surely economic,
the nsar - complete control of
Iran's resources. OQF thess resour-
ces, oil is preeemipent. Hence it
18 both an issus and asymbol in
the nationalist resistance to foreign
domination,

{NEXT : Complex Crisis)
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Which way for the Left?

5. Tulsiri Andradi

collaborate with the SLFP iIn

LSSP (R).

The LSSP (R) came inte bsing as an evolutien of the
| polemical differences that climaxed with the
{ 1944,
! Tampoe, V. Karalasingham (who rejelned the LS5P two years fater)
| and Merryl Fernando were the leading dissidents who formed the |

deciston to |
Bala |

L55P's
Edmund Samarakkedy,

[ There wos o split in the LSSP (R) in 1968 and the party .
I was renamed The Revolutionary Samasemaja Party (RaF). However, [
| the Samarakkody group loathed the term “'samagsomaja’™ so much

that at o party conference in [973 the name was changed to
| the Revolutionary Workers Party (RWP). A graduate of Peradeniya

| Compus, #r. TULSIRI ANDRADI (34) who has been the General

0: How do you characterize
the present situation and how do
you think this situation will con-
thmee to evolve in the forseeable
future?

A: Since July 77, the UNP
has been striving to desiroy the
Workers Movement in a bid 1o
establish a naked dictatorship of
the capitalist class. The need and
the hurry, on the part of the
rulers fto bring in a new Consl-
tution and a bagful of other
oppressive legislation is to weaken
the strenzth  of the organised
working class that is rising against
the onslaught on them and the
masses, in the UNP's attempt to
safeguard the profits of the capi-
talists. The method of attack
used to detroy the token strike
of last September 28 proves this

well and the UNP will coatinue
to act in this maoner in  the
future as well. It will do anv-

thing criminal to this end with-
out any scruples whatsoever, On
the other hand, both leaders of
Partics and Trade Unions are aec-
ting in a such a way that would
obviate a large-scale confronta-
tion by the workers against this
trend. So, in the folure, the
evolution of this sitwation will
decide on this contradiction. We
believe in unified and concerted
General Strikes and mustering the
masses towards them.

Secretary of the RW? since {973, talks to the “Lanka Guardian''.

Q: Unlike most other groups on
the Left, pour party doesn’t seem
to place much emphasis on g threat
of fascism. How do you explain
this?

A: We do not accept the view

of a “fascist onslaught’® of the
UNP. Because, it is a reactio-
nary movement that has evolved

out of decadent elements of the
bourgeoisie, we see the dictator-
ship of the UNP as Bonapartist.

0: Given  this  situation  and
prospects, what do you phisk are
the most  pressing  tasks of the
Lefi!

A: The Left in Sri Lankaisa
spurious phenomenon.  The main
responsibility ol the masses is to
denounce and sever #ll relations
with them in order to build up
a genuine Revolutionary Party on
Leninist principles. As a part of
this process the RWP is prepared,
to fight unitedly on a specific
programme of action against the
LUNEF onslavzht.

O Once again, in contradistin-
ction to most other groups, you
don't seem fo  place much Stress
on the slogan of ‘Left Unity® or a
United Front. Why?

A: What has so far happened
and is happening in the name of
Left Unity is to perpeluate a
capitulist parlinmentary governmeat.



We consider this a betrayal of
the working class. The so-called
UF was a Parliamentarian Front,
We rejected it.  We believe in
Lenin's dictum “March separately
strike together',

Q: Your party paper ‘Panthi
Satana' (Class Struggle) is Sor the
most  part  filled with polemical
attacks on other Left-wing organi-
sations. While you participated brie-
fly in the United Committee of
ten Maoist-Stalinist- Trotskyist* New
Laft groups, after a shor wiife
you guit this conglomerarion, and

have rejected repeated invitations
fo refoin it.  Isn't this kind af
divisive tactic  wnhelpful to  the
Lefi?

A: We joined in to fight the
UNP on specific action. But
their aim seemed to be to rein-
force themseives by holding spu-

rious anti-UNP raliies and meetings
and use their influence 1o join
the ULF and later, to join the
SLFP with the ULF. This was
obvious at the discussions and
also by virtue of the fuct that
after their May Day Rally they
held an anti-Constitution Propa-
ganda rally with the SLFP. |n
fact, they really objected to having
the slogan of the United Rally
(May Day) as “For an anij-
UNP General Sirike”. Wa pro-
posed it. They rejected jt.

© O Aow do you characterize

the JVPY And why has Your party
accused them of objectively helping
the UNP?

A: The IVP is no proletarian
parly but an opportunist, petit-
bourgeois organisation whase poli-
cies have been vascillating. Though
they claimed to haye rejected
Stalinist  and Maoist methods,
they have not been able to grasp
the dialectic. That s why they
altack both the SLFP apd (he
Left but do  not sctively define
the anti-UNP struggle,. We, how-
ever, rzject Dharmasekara’s con=-
viction of the JVP being a CIA
agent or a pro-UNP group.

: Do you see any significant
difference between the UNP aitd
the SLFP? Does either party have
any ‘progressive potential® 7

A Mot ar all,

- Both are essan.
tial elements of a

single entity_

the capitalist class, Their Etruggle
is for building a capitalist dicta-
torship and they are vying  with
each other towards that end.

O:  Your position on the ‘Na
Fonal  Question’ s distiner from
many other groups and s fairly
controversial.  Cowld  you stgte it
bricfly?

A: Every nation s enti-
tled to the Right of Self-
determination.  The Tamils here
are entitled to that right but we do
not advocate the theory that SETHI-
ration  is  the answer. However,
il they so decide that a separite
tate s the only way ouot, we
will support that cause whole-
heartedly. We reject the TULF
leadership as a band of Tamil
capitalisis whose aim is 1o pawn
both Sinhala and Tamil oppressed
peoples in order to build up a
capitalist ‘state jointly with other
reactionaries. The task of the Tamil
people is to break all relations
with the TULF leaders and work
to build upa Revolutionary Party,

Q: Very briefly, what is your
Position on  the current situation
in the ‘socialist bloc' and the
‘world communist movement'?

A We reject the term *socia-
list bloc’. There is no bloc that

is independent of the Capitalist
World Economy. Both the sp-
called “‘socialist blog® and the

‘world communist movement' spring
from the same politics—Stalinism.
And  the internal contradictions
between the USSR and China or
among Albania, China and Yu-
goslavia  did not evolve from
Internationalist principles but from
petty-bureaucratic  national inte-
reets, We reject the concept of
“Social Imperialism™ also. It is
@ theory that serves American
and other reactionaries, ljke China
is doing today. We do not ap-
prave of the USSR cutting aid to
China or ‘Detente’. There iz no
such thing as a world commu-
nist movement. The term *—The
World Stalinist Movement® would
be  more fitting. And, Furg-
communism is not breaking away
from Stalinism but g rejection of
the past in order to collaborate
with the capitalists in each coun-
try. Tt is a facade.
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UN methods need re-appraisal

by S. N. de S. Seneviratne

™ Agencics wield tremendous
inlluence and power. Their
potential fer boath good and cvil
is great. However, their positive
contributions  which are  many,
cn be annulléd if their operational

patterns  also  allow, and even
encouraze, counter -devclopment
trends. In this context, 1t 15

time'y to d aw atlention tosome
dis.urbing features; principally to
the dev:lopment of the new breed
of imernational sakibs - the experts
and their kin associated with UN
Agen:ies - and the concept of aid.

It is an dchievement for numerous
individuals of no extraordinary
attainménts or abilities to enter
into the company of *®experts”
in assignments in LDCs. Itis the
aspiration of many local personnel
who collabofate with these experts
to get into that international
circuit. often with the help of
these influential individuals. In the
process a subtle system develops
which violates the national interests
of 1L.DCs. The expert exploits his
paesition of privilege and influence,
aware of the bargaining power
of the benefits He can bastow
on his collaborators. The latter
in their engerness to secure these
benelits—foreign  tiips, forelgn
contacts, foreign  assignments,
foreign exchange—submit to that
ultimate violence, the violence of
humiliation as they barter their
own self respect and that of their
country for the advantages the
expert can secure for them—if
they don't tock the boat.

The effect on the indigenous
people of the life-styles and the
privileges enjoyed by experts in
I.LDCs is another aspect that
merits serious attention. One is
iempted to ask whether these
experts, the agents attempting to
improve conditions in developing
countries, can effect significant
changes for the betterment of
these countries in the long term
unless they are willing to *enter

i4

into the life” of these developing
countries, get alongside theil
people, share in their problem$
and aspirations, and become
receptive to the socio-economic
factors operative in local situations.

It is doubtful whether the
“foreign  expert’’, installed on
arrival in, a developing country

in an air-conditioned cubicle and
provided with all the trappings
of affluent societies, besides much
clse, characlerised by a life-siyle
hopzlessly out of touch with the
harsh realities of the Third World,

can make the changes in the
developing countties which are
of real value in the long term.

Too ofien, the expert isa symbol
of affluence, a reminder to the
poor world that this affluence
was largely penerated and is still
sustained by the human manure
of developing countries. He evokes
in the natives feelings that cannot
bz conveniently programmed on
computers.

At the Central Agricultural
Research Institute, Peradeniya, for
instance, the monthly salary bill
of 32 Research Officers (17 with
post-graduate qualifications inclu-
ding 7 Ph. Dus) works  out to
approximately Re. 40.000. A single
expert received a princely salary
in the region of USE 2500 - 4000
per  month, Rs. 38750 - 62,000!
Obscenity is a strong word. But
it is a single word that sums up
a situation which is hardly con-
sistent with the lefty ideals of
the UM Charter And the temp-
tation to refer to the distinetion
between  “men’’ and ‘‘natives”
made by Jean-Paul Sartre in his
preface to Frantz Fanon's “Tihe
Wraiched of the Earth’ is irris-
istible.

“MWot so very long ago, the
carthh numbered two thowsand
millien inhabitants: five huon-
dred million men. and one
thousand five hundred million
notives. The former had  the
Word: the others had the
use of it.”’

The United Mations Conference
an Science and Technology for
Developmene will be held in
Yienna in Auvgust [¥79. These |
extracts afe frem 2 draft of a
paper in agrlculture written by
Dr. Seneviratne, Plant Patholegist,
Central  Agricultiral  Research
jnstitute, for the MNational Papar.
Missinka Seneviratne was educa-
ted at 5t. Thoma's Coilege, Mt
Lavinia, the University of Ceylon
and the University of London
fram which he obtained his FhD
in Plant Yirclogy.

Chinese experience

The concept of the expert in
LDCs needs to be reexamined in
the light of the damning effects
produced in local situations. In
this context, one of the eight
principles of economic and tech-
nical assistance of China’s foreign
policy is exemplary:

+*The experts dispatched by
the Chinese government to help
in construction in the rece-
picnt countries will have the
same standard of living as
the experts of the recepient
country. The Chinese experis
are not allowed to make any
special demands or enjoy any
special amenities.”
In sharp contrast, the system
as it operales now suggests that
when aid is given, & large pro-
portion of it is recycled back to
base va expensive experts and
consultants.

Aid. 1t is now recognised, though
rarely publicly admitted, that aid
is mot **a form of disinterested
munificence.”” Colin  Morris, a
Britisher who has boiled in the
cauldren of African independence
struggles has this to say: “Aid
is often a three-letter word
meaning fraud. A Jloan is not
aid if the poor nation has to
sink deeper into dept paying it
off. Money which must be spent
in the donor country on goods



the giver stipulates is not aid but
a roundabout wayv of subsidizing
the rich country's industries.”™
Aid as a method of maintining
“a position of influence and
control around the world™ and as
“one of the instruments of foreign
policy™ are views expressed by
important personalities, President
Kennedy end Professor H. B,
Chenery, a former senior econo-
mist of the US Agency for Inter-
national Development. There is no
dearth of  examples where ex-
pression has been given to such
views!

Aid has been a means of stunting
and distorting development in the
Third World through exploitation,
The international funding agencies
are mnot exactly dispensers of
charity. Most of the loans from
the World Bank, for instance,
are at commercial rates of inte-
rest. Even in the field of inter-
national research coopsrution it
has been recognised that tliere are
risks. “Somestimes, international
and regional projeclts are used to
preserve  colonial  influence, to
establish neo-colonial dependence
and to circumvent national priori-
tiess and country programmes.
They may have the effect of
delaying the build-up of national
capacity, contribuling to the emi-
gration of researchers and dis-
torting national investment.™

It is therefore, abundantly clear,
that the subject of aid, within
the framework of the UN opera-
tion, i3 one which urgently needs
reappraisal.  After all, the UN
Charter embodies principles con-
cerning human dignity and life in
larger freedom. It is a forum in
which a discussion of the subject
necd not be shuoned as it well
might be in the capital markets
and capitalist corporations of the
affluent world.

Punchirala and Sivathu and Eira
toil to till the hard earth of the

dry zone. Il they are lucky they

will have enough to keep their
families fed (ill the next season.
Up in the hills it is dawn.

Thangakani and Saraswathie and
Letchimi are barely wvisible in the
mist as their nimble fingers pick
the tender leaves from a thousand
tea bushes. Their labour can be
made more rewarding, their lives
must surely be entitled to better
standards in larger freedom. And
science and technology can achieve
those possibilities.

Punchirala and Siyathu and
Kira need mot toil for a miserable
return of 20 bushels of paddy
per acre, using varicties prone to
attack by pests and diseases
fearfully dependent on the vaga-
ries of weather to provide the
precious water. Science and tech-
nology can  provide for them
varieties which might give them
three, four or five times that
yvield. Science and technology can
divert rivers and provide an
assured supply ol water.

Thangakani and Saraswathie and
Leichimi need not return to their
hovels, those lines, after a hard
day’s work, to feed on the crusts
of bread turned out from imported
flour and to breed another gene-
ration, uncertain as to what the
morrow  holds  for  them. They
too can be decently fed and
housed, like the Periyva Dorai who
lives on the top of the mountain
and the Sinng Derai who lives
further down, eyeling them, human
manure, in ensuring fatter divi-
dends for the affluent overlords,
Science and technology can pro-
vide betier housing for them and
occupations for their children
consistent  with the dignity and
worth of the human person.

The Charter of the United
MNations, springing from the human
desire for a world delivered from
untold sorrow to mankind  was

conceived at the end of the
Second World War. In  April
1918, when the end of the First
World War was not yet insight,
that sage who radiated humanity
in all its richness and splendour,
Bertrand Russel, completed his
work “Roads to Freedom’. He
sought to examine proposed roads
for a better ordering of human
sociely than the destructive and
cruel chaos in which mankind
had hitherto existed. He had a
vision of the world that we must
seck.

“The World that we must
seck is a world in which the
creative spirit  is  alive, in
which life is an adventure
full of joy and hope, based
rather upon the impulse to
construct than upon the desire
lo retain what we possess or
to seize what is possessed by
others. It must be a world
in which aflection has free
play, in which love is purged
of the instinct for demintion,
in which cruelty and envy
have been  dispelled by
happiness and the unfettered
development of all the ips-
tincis that build up life and
fill it with menial delights.
Such a  world is possible;
it waits only Tor men o wish
to create " "

The men assembled at the Uni-
ted WNations Conference on Science
and Technology for Development
might affirm man's wish to create
such a world, The proof of that
affirmation action
consistent with the
ideals of the UN Charter — funda-
mental human rnights, the dignity

must be in
programmes

and worth of the human person.

world
science and technology are indis-

In the creation of such a

pensable commaodities.



Joseph Collins and Frances Moore Lappe’ |

Global Supermarket (2)
One country,

ost Americans learned about
Msing]:-crup agriculture in high
school geography classes: everyone
can remember the brightly colou-
red maps of the world with a
banana superimposed on Edua-
dor, a coffee tree on Brazil, and
s0 on, Indeed, there seems some-
thing so logical about all this,
the “natural advantage™ idea. Why
shouldn't every country grow what
it can grow best and then trade
for what it can't? Why not grow
pineapples in the Philippines or
Kenya, get strawberries from Me-
xico or fly carnations in from
Colombia, if these countries can
grow them maore cheaply?

But our learning now must be-
gin with unlearning: there is noth-
ing *“matural’® and neo ‘“advan-
tage™ about just growing luxury
agricullural exports. Applied. to
most underdeveloped countries to-
day, the iden of natural advan-
tage is inherently deceptive. It
hides what really happens, namely
that those who benelit from the
foreign exchange earned by the
agricultural exports are not the peo-
ple whose labour produces the
exported crops.

Even when a Third World coun-
try uses part of its foreign ear-
nings to import food, the imports
generally are not staples but Wes-
tern-style or semi-luxury food for
the hbetter-off. urban classes. In
Senegal, peasants are forced by
taxation to dedicate their better
land to growing peanuts for ex-
port to Europe. The povernment
uses a good portion of the forcign
exchange this earns to import
wheat for foreign-owned mills that
turn out flour for French-style
white bread for eity dwellers On
& recent research trip to  MNiger
we discovered that foreign ex-
change even goes to import ice
cream straight frem a shop on
the Champs Elysses!
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one crop

The whole process debunks a
myth much in the news these days:
that higher prices for the Third
World's agiicultural exports  will
help the hungry. The very success
of export agriculture often pushes
the rural population further into
poverty. This happens because of
the land speculation we talked
about earlier: when commodity
prices go up, land farmed by te-
nanis and self-provisioning farmers
gets taken over by big land-hol-
ders who can now make a larger
profit, In addition, plantation wor-
kers” wages can actually decline,
For instance, when the world
price of sugar more than doubled
in 1974, the real wage of a cane
cutter in the Dominican Republic
actually fell to less than it was
ten vears carlier., A nominal in-
crease in cane cutters’ wapes did
not compensate for the inflation
set off by the sugar boom.

Moreover, governments pushing
agricultural exports are govern-
ments that suppress land reform.
Minimum wage laws for farm-
workers are  killed because they
might make the country's exports
“uncompetitive.”” Land growing
food for export gets exempled
from land reform; and prowers
shift fuster from local foods to
export crops to avoid having to
sell their land. Thus, in the Phi-
lippines in 1974-75, 232,000 more
acres were planted in sugar (and
therefore exempted from land re-
form) than just three vears earlier.

Finally, large—scale Global Far-
ming demands chemical fertilizers
and pesticides, to maximize vields
as well as to meet the foreign
market's “beavty standard’ and
processing specifications {(the Unp-
bruisable Tomato Svndrome). Ba-
sing an agricultural svstem on
imported technologies helps ensure
that whatever is produced will be
exported to pay the import hill—a
vicious circle of dependency.

Brinping It All Back Home

It’s templingly easy to belicve
our food problems are different
from those of the poor coun-
tries—that their problem is searcity
and ours is oversupply. Ino rea-
lity, however, we and the world’s
hungry face a common threat: the
tightening of control over the
most basichuman need—food—hoth
within our own country and ona
global scale. The same increasing
concentration of control over land
and marketing that dircetly causes
hunger in underdeveloped countries
is poing on right here at home:

* Only 3.5 per cent of all agri-
cultural corporations in the United
States now operate over one-hall
of all land in farms. The result
is landlessness, joblessness and
sometimes even hunger in rural
America.

* Almost 90 per cent of vege-
table producltion in the United
States 15 controlled, through con-
tracts or directly by major pro-
cessing corporations Many farmers
already have no choice but to sign
with Del Monte, or whaoever, or
2o out of business.

* Fewer than 0.2 per cent of
all U. 5. food manufacturers
coniral about 50 percent of all
the industry's assets. The top
four firms in any given line con-

trol, on average, more than half
of the market. In 1972, the Fede-
ral Trade Commission stafll cal-

culated that such oligopolies in
13 food lines were responsible for
521 billion in over charpes. For
the ane out of ten Americans
who must spend an  averape of
69 per cent of all income on food.
such inflated prices mean malnutri-
tion.

It is many of these same oli-
gopolistic corporations, helped by
governments and international agen-
cics, that are now penetrating the
Third World. Farmers. farmwarkers
meat packers and cannery workers

lose  their jobs as agribusiness
roams ahroad. The United States
already 15 importing roughly S14

billion worth of food annuaily—



more than hall of which competes
directly with what 1. 8. farms
Zrow.

The Global Farm and Globai
Supermarket do not bring Amerj-
can consumers cheaper food. Do
Ralston Purina’s and Green Giant's
mushrooms grown in Korea and
Taiwan sell to Americans for jess
than those produced in the United
States? Not one cent, according to
a U. 5. government study. Del
Monte's and Daole's Philippine pine-
apples actually cost American con-
sumers more than those produced

by a small company in Hawaii.
On top of it all, flying food
from Global Farm to Global

Supermarket makes little sense in
a fuel scarce world.

Glorifying it as “food {uter-
dependence,”  multinational agri-
business corporuations right now
are creating a single world ugri-
cultural system in  which they
will control all stages of food
production, from the sail n

Aflghanistan to the grocery shelf
in Des Moines. Eventually, they
will be able to elfectively manipu-
late supply and prices for the
first time on a worldwide basis,
The process is well under WAY;
we are already seeing the effects
in the rising food prices we {ace
today,

The opposite of such faks inter-
dependence is not isalationism,
Just as the opposite of the narrow

production focus is not stagnation
We have to redefine the world
hunger problem as a social one,
not & technical one. People freed
from exploitation by landlords,
elitist governments and corporate
power — people  who know that
together they are working for
themselves — have shown that not
only will they make the land
produce, but they can make it
ever more productive.

Once people use their own land
to feed themselves first, trade
can become an organic outgrowth
of development — no longer the
fragile hinge on which basic sur-
vival hangs. No country can
hope to “‘win™ in international
trade as long as its very survival
depends on selling only one or
two products every year. A
country simply cannot hold out
for just prices for ils exports if
itis desperate for foreign ex-
change with which to import
food. Once the basic needs are
met, however, trade can become
a healthy extension of domestic
need rather than being determined
strictly by foreign demand. Cuba
and China have shown that food
trade does not haveto be at the
cost of udecently fed population.

the Global Farm
Supermarket are
the type of interdependence no
one needs. They are a smoke-
screen for the usurpation of lund
and labour by a few for a few.

In contrast,
and the Glaobal

|

and foliage.
Ralston Purina
chains. All of them have

then air-freighting them to

lets,

| CORPORATE FLOWERS

[ ne fast-expanding crop on the Global Farm
ODEpartment of Agricolture calls orngmental erop — cut flowers ‘

(**Green  Thumb Division®,,
Brands are getting into this business, along with
their eyes on the profits to be
mass = producing flowers in underdeveloped countries ar low

Flowers from the Global Farm misht well mean neighborhood
florist shops will go the way of tens of
and pop’ stores — out of business,

is what the

Certain worldwide Ffirms, such as Sears, Green Giant,

Pillsbury and United
the big grocery |
made by
costs, |

the Global Supermarket’s divisions in
Morth America and Europe (where, on the average, consumers spend |
3 per cent of their food budget on fresh flowers).

The agribusiness corporations will thus begin gaining control of
| the flower business from seed to customer,
| business in countries like the United States has consisted
number of independent enterprises: small
grower-shippers and tens of thousands of retail shops.
few corporations hope to change all that.
fowers, as United Brands did with bananas in the 1960s (**Chiquita’™),
and market them through the supermarket

Historically, the flower
of large
growers, larger
But now a
They plan to brand - name

nurserics,

chains and franchised out-

thousands of other mom

Tuneinto

BRISTOL
SPORTS
NEWS

every evening at 730
over SLBC channel2
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Asian Peasants (2)

Baljit Malik

Peasants need their own organisations
for their protection

he land problem in Thailand

with some local peculiarities
notwithstanding, is typical of the
problem as it exists in large parts
of Asia. Landlessness and tenancy
are on thHe idcrzase in ths norcth,
north-east and the Central Plains.
Rents exceed 50% of total produ-
tion; credit is wusually available
only at usurious rates which keep
the farmers always in debt aur_ll
marketing is in the hands of
merchants who manage to buy up
the harvest at cheap prices.

It should be fairly clear from
Thailand’s experience that imspiie
of the ILO's high-sounding Con-

vantion on Rural Workers Orga-
nisations, the government doss
not have much interest in it—
sxcept to the extent of using

U, N. aid, and indeed the ILOD
Convention itself, to prop up its
own orsanisations to support the
exponents of landlord-based capi-
talist farming.

The many dilemmas that con-
front gznuine pzasant organisa-
tions are not restricted to oppo-
sition only from internal sources
in a ountry. Often there is collu-
sion betwesn commarcial-indus-
trial and external political int=rests
with similar forcss within a coun-
try, whose common interest is to
either keep psasants in 4 state of
bondage or to incorporate thzm
under exploitative conditions into
schemes of urban cum foreign-
oriented export agricuiture. In
such schemes land under food
crops is diverted to ecash crops,
production being ecarried out ina
plantation style economy. The
cash crops are then de=stined to
be sold in privately operated stores
in towns and cities or eXported
overseas as raw material or food
for western industry and consu-
mers.
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The Philippines historical
experience

The Philippine historical expe-
rience provides a classic example
of how external and internal ves-
ted interests come together to
rangs thzmselves apainst pzasants,
and is also illustrative of similar
situations in  othzr Sauth-East
Asian countrizss with the exception
of Viet Mam.

Indeed, Philippine history  is
full of pzasant uprisings and pea-
sant organisations being formed
to resist the deteriorating condi-
tions of psasants, first under
Spanish coloaialism and then Ame-
rican and lacal capitalism, which
came to be supsr-imposed on it

Under the Spaniards, according
to one of the Philippine’s leading
historians, Renato Constantino,
“in th: countrysidz, perhips more
than in the city, economic pro-
gress had depressed the living
standurds of the masses, both ab-
solutely and relatively, The success-
Ful devzlopment of cash crops for
export intensifizd exploitation and
suffering...Land rentals were increa-
szd .., tenants forced by landowners
to conceatrate on cash crops were
no longer sure of their food sup-
ply. But above all, the export-
crop economy increased the value
of land and the desirability of
owninz as many hectares as possi-
ble. The religious orders and other
Spanish  landowners, the narive
principales, the rising class of
Chinese meztizos all took advan-
tage of the various land laws..
to dispossess ignorant and poor
peasants off their small plots.*’

Saperimposition of American
capitalism

Later, the Americans imposad
a layer of capitalism on the exis-
ting feudal system in Philippins
society. The American-influencaed

process of development ensured
peasant demands would go unhee-
ded and a new crop of haciendas
would emerge under the control
of export-oriented business cor-
porations.

As a result of sustained anti-
peasant policies, the averaged
tenancy rates rose from 38 to 60
percent betwean 1903-1946 (Agra-
rian Unrest and Peasant  Organi-
sations in the Philippines by Ger-
rit Huizer, Institute of Social Stu-
dies, The Hapue). The conditions
of peasants deteriorated particula-
rly in Central Luzon, Mueva Ecija
and Pampanga.

However, as in earlier Spanish
times, all the Filipino pzople did
not allow  American colonialism
and its collaboralors a free hand
to usurp their land, [abour and
culture.  While the American-
educated leadership acquired the
know-how to uss colonial educa-
tion, economics and politics to
furthzr its own intercsts, *‘the in-
stinctive wisdom of the masses—a
product of their own experience—
gave rise to & growing  social
awareness.” Peasants began to feel
ithe nesd to rezain their security
and also to realize the need for
united action.

Socialism and Communism

In the 19205 and 19305 orga-
nised sharecroppers’ and agricul-
tural labourers’ unions began to
be organised. Inevitably these
organisations came to be influenced
by Socialism and Communism.
That was oanly to be expected for
it was Marxism that first spear-
headed an articulate intellectual
and political attack against colo-
nialism, imperialism and fascism.
The mix of Marxist ideology with
local peasant perceptions of io-
justice and inequality, was not
entirely successful in uniting va-



rious peasant groups; atleast not
in the beginning. But gradually
the need for unity began to be
felt and in 1938 the Socialist and
Communist parties decided on a
Merger.

further
living

The great Depression
aggravaied the peasants’
standards.

Huk peasants and the Great War

The effects of foreign involve-
ment in anti-peasant movement
measures became  evident in  the
course of events during and follow-
ing the Great War.

It was in Luzon, where the
conditions of peasaots were at
their worst that a strong anti-
Japanese gucrrilla movement came
into being. The nucleus of this
movemenl was provided by the
Huks. But there were ulso other
anti-Japanese American. suppuor-
ted guerrilla bands. For the Huks
the importance of the resistance
was not oily to fight the Jlupa-
nese, but to combine the anii-
Japanese movement with a broader
socig-gconomic programme of agra-
rian change for the benefit of
the peasant masses.

The Commonwealth Government
and the Americans did not trust
the Huks for precisely this rea-
son. They were only interested
in anti-Japanese resistance and not
in nny programme of structural
agruriun change.

With the defeat of Japan, an
interesting change occurred in the
Amernican attitude towards ths
Huks and those who had colla-
borated with the Japanese. They
(the Amaricans) wanled to ensure
that an independent Philippine
government would in no way jeo-
pardise their economic inlerssts.
It was in the American interest
to sez that Free Trade was not
interfered with. But, having be-
come an open marke! for American
goods, there was little room  left
for Filipino industrial enterprise
to develop. Moreover, the lucra-
tive trade in export crops led to
increasing agrarian tension and de-
mobilization of the peasantry.

The Huks representing the land-
hungry peasantry had good reason
not to trust the new agresments
being thrashed out between the
Filipino elite classes and the Ame-
ricans. According to the Philippine
(Beil) Trade Act, Philippine- Ame-
rican trade relations after inde-

sndence would be  allowed to
continue on the basis of free
trade; the Philippine government
would not restrict the flow of
dollars from the Philippine to the
U. S. and Americans and American
Corporations would be treated on
parity with Filipines ot investment
righls over natural resources and
public utilities.

Deémecratic and nationalist cle-
ments in the Philippines could not
possibly aceept such a free-wheel-
ing erosion of economic sovereig-
nity on the eve of independence.

American interference

However, the Americans were
equally determined to interfere
in the course of Philippine poli-
tics. They supported with money
and tactical advice their ‘fown
candidates” in Philippine elections
so that the Huk pessants and
other democratic elements could
be contained. After ensuring the
victory of their nemlnee, Rogxus,
in the 1946 elections, the Ameri-
cans concluded a Military Bases
Agreement to safeguard their eco-
nomic interests and those of the
Filipino illustrado classes, a situa-
tion that persists until now. Any
peasant movement, communis!, or
sucialist, in the - Philippines today
has to thus find & way of coping
with repression from a domestic
government whose defence and
intelligence apparatus is propped
up by an external government
out to protect its own political
and economic interests.

A particular dilemma  for pea-
sant organisations in  South-East

Asia {and to lesser extent in
South Asia) has been the inlluence
of a MecCarthyist anti-Communist
phobia, which has been imported
inio the region from the U. 8. A.
The late forties and early fifties
were the decades when under
Trueman and McCarthy the U. S.
began to suffer from a chronic
fear of Communism. To nurse
such a fear and capitalise on it
was better for American business
than to try to understand Com-
munism as a political philosophy
or its relevance to peasant-based
Asian socicties, The latter course
would have involved making con-
cessions to  nationalist economic
interests,

In reacting with characteristic
paranoia to the ‘dangers’ of Com-
munism, the Americans denied
themselves the opportunity to ap-
preciate the significance of the
great victory of Chinese peasants
over the Kuomintang regime. In-
stead, they went on to refine a
policy of disguised ‘intervention’
to contain the emergence of pea-
sant maovements that sought to
transform the existing social and
economic relations in society, Ac-
cording to this policy overt mili-
tary measures apgainst peasant or-
panisations would be combined
with certain welfare projects  as
part of a wider counter-insurgensy
programme. Indeed, such a policy
was supposed to have been follo-
wed st its best when  Ramon
Magsaysay became presidentin 1953,

However, in the end, peasants,
particularly landless labourers and
sharecroppers, can hardly be said to
have been helped to redeem their
miserable living conditions. Al
they have been given is a few
crumbs and plenty of bombs. In
the circumsiances, more than ever
they need their own organisalions
to protect themsclves.
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‘New light on
by Reggie Siriwardena

Isuppos: to most people the
name ‘Lara’ calls up the image
of Julie Christie’s face dnd the
strains of that nostalgic melody
that accounted for miost of the
popularity of David Lean’s film,
The real-life Lara was; however,
Boris  Pasternak’s long-standing
mistress, Olga Ivinskaya, whose
mzmoirs have now been trandslated
and published in English as A
CAPTIVE OF TIME: MY YEARS
WITH PASTERNAK (Collins).
The effect, as a TLS reviewer
puts it, is rather as if Beéatrice
had done an expose of Dante.

Mme. Ivinskaya shows Pasternak
up as vain, lacking in moral
courage and anxious to preserve
his social position and his personal
comforts, When he was around
sixty, he underwent an operation
for facial surgery in order to
preserve his good looks. Moreover,
when Mme. Ivinskaya was about
to be dischdarged from a forced
labour camp (a fate Pasternak
never shared becalise he was too
careful), he sent her a message
saying that he couldn’t retain her
as his mistress if she had lost
her beauty during her vears of
imprisonment!

There has been a long-standing
story that Pastérnak ‘let down’
his fzllow-poet Osip Mandel’shtam
when the latter was arrested, in
1934, for writing and circulating
privately a satirical poem about
Stalin (Mandel'shtam is believed
to hdve died in Siberia in 1938).
Tn her remarkable memoir of her
hushand's last wyears (translated
into English as HOPE AGAINST
HOPFE), Mme. Mandel’shtam
exculpated Pasternak of  this
charge. Mme. Tvinskaya now gives
us her own version of the story.

According to her, a fortnight
or so before his arrest, Mandel'-
shtam ran into Pasternak on the
street and recited to  him the
‘Stalin® poem. Pasternak reacted
with panic: *I didn’t hear this.
You didn’t recite to me... Let us
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Pasternak

make out that [ heard nothing.
*When Mandel’shtam was arresied
and Bukharin interceded on  his
behalf, Stalin ‘phoned Pasternak
to consult him on Mandel'shtam's
literaty standing. According to
Muie. Ivinskava, Pasternak’s re-
action was such that Stalin put

down the phone; saying, ‘I sce,
you just aren’t able to stick up
for a comrade.’

All in all; the West a couple

of decades ago made a bad
choice when it picked Pasternak
as an anti-Soviet hero (Solzhenitsyn
later had the greater courage of
his convictions, however obscuran-
tist gome of them were). Mme.
Ivinskava holds it apainst Paster-
nak that in the *‘Zhivage® affair,
he acted ‘spinelessly” in recanting,
though she admits that she and
others helped to prevail on him
to do so. She is convinced that
he acted as he did in order to
preserve his literary contracts which
he needed to maintain the com-
fortable life-style to which he was
addicted.

I think, however, that DR
FHIVAGO was, in any case, not
worth being martyred for. Twenty

years ago, at the height of the
Mobel Prize furore, [ read the
novel in order to find out what
all the fuss was about, [ rather
congratulate myself on my end-
urance and ' tenacity in having
stuck  through it to the end,

because DR. ZHIVAGO seems to

me one of the world's maost
unreadable novels. It is one of
the twentieth-century Russian

novels unlortunately inspired by
the ambition to produce an epic
on the WAR AND PEACE scale
which the writer has neither the
social experience nor the sense of
novel=structure to sustain.

In a recent critical studv enti-
tled PASTERNAK  (Camhbridge
University Press) Professor Henry

Gifford admits the imperfections
of DR ZHIVAGO as & novel,
bul  makes larger claims for

Paslernak 8s a poet. To me thess
claims too appear largely unfoun-
ded. Pasternak seems to me g
good minor lyric poet, but nothing
he wrote has the breadth, the
penetration into the central ex-
pericnces of his  society, that
characterise Blok’s THE TWELVE
or Anna Akhmatova's REQUIEM-
the two peaks, for mwie, of twen-
ticth-century Russian poetry. Nor
does Pasternak’s work have the
personal heroic strength of the
last poems of Mandel'shtam, he-
cause Pasternak simply did not
have that kind of courage and
resilience. He could not have
written, as Mandel'shtam did, this
poem to Stalin, with death staring
him in the face (I quote Clarence
Brown's translation):

You took away all the oceans
and all the room.

You gave me my shoe-spacein
earth, with bars round it

Where did it get you? Nowhere.

You left me my lips and they
shape words, even in silence.

Where I do agree with Pro-
fessor Gifford is that Pasternak
was a great translator of poetry.
As with Ezra Pound, his techni-
cal gifts and his feeling for
language showed themselves to
best advantape in acting as the
transmitting medium for a content
already given by a greater poet.
Pasternak's versions of six  of
Shakespeare’s tragedies will pro-
bahly survive among the world’s
great translations (his HAMLET
and LEAR were used by Grigory
Kozintsev in  the two finest
hakespeare films made anywhere).
I must confess that [ sometimes
find myself even preferring some
of Pasternak's lines, in their
Pushkin-like brevity and pregnant
simplicity, to the Shakespearean
originals,  As when he renders

Cleopatras words on the verge
of death:

I am fire and air; my other
elements

1 give to baser life -

as (I translate literally back
from the Russian):

I am air and fire, All else
I leave to dust.



| Anniversary

20th anniversary of Cubdn revolution

anuary Ist 1979 marks the
¥ 20Lh anniversary of Revolution-
ary Cuba, the Free Territory of
the Amiericas and the first socia-
list state in the Western Hemisp-
here. It was on the last day of
De:cember 1958 that the dictator
Batista flew out to Miami, Florida
and on the next diy, Fidel Casiro
led the victorious rebel Army into
Havana.

The Cuban experience is of
tremendous relevance to the peoples
of the Tricontinental countries,
The history of Cuba is the histary
of Latin America, Africa and
Asia. Indeed that  history of
imperialist domination, etonomic
underdevelopment  and  pelitical
repression is the present reality
of most “Third World® countries.
It is this fact that brings into
sharper  focus the sutstanding

When | look a: and
with everything today,

how it could have happensd.

| have, let's see:

can

| can say cane,
| ean
!

say mountain,

can say city,
| ean say army,
army say,

and the vast splendar of

| have, let's sec:

| have the pleasure of golng
(Just fan examala)

not in English,
not in “S5ir,™

| have let’s see:
that being Black

touch  mysslf, !
I, Jehn-only. yesterday -with-Moeh ing,
and John-with-Everything-today,

| glance areund, | look and soe
and touch miyself and wonder

| have the pleasure of walking my country,
the owner of all there is in |,

examining at very clase range what

| could not and dld not have befora,

now Mine forever and yours, ours,

the sunbeam, the star, the flower,

| have the pleasure of going,
Me, a peasant, 3 worker. a simale man,

to a bank snd speaking to the manager,

bue in companere as we say in Spanish.

achievements Of the Cubdn Reve-
lution in the social, political |
economic and cultural  spheres

For the past twenty years, the
sovernment  and people of Cuba
have successfully defended them-
selves against codntless  attempis
al ‘distabilization on the part of
the worlds’s inightiest imperialist
power. Daspile  its  geographic
location only 90 niiles awuy from
the USA, and its relatively amall
population {around 10 milliony,
Cuba has not only defended itself
successfully and embarksd upan
socialist cons'tuction bul il Has

also consistenily fulfilled its inter. |

nationalist duty in respect of the
peoples of Latin America, Africn
and Asia who are struggling for
genuine  national  independence,
democracy and socialism.

[Cantinned an page 235) |

“We do not have the slightest
doubt. There will be victorics,
there. will, be reverses, there will
be pdyances there will hek ret-
reats; but the arrival of n new
ern, the victory of the peoples
in the face of Injustice, in the
face of exploitzticn, inthe face
of oligarchy, in ihe face of Imperia-
lism, whatever the mistakes that
man makes, whatever the mistaken
ideas that may be obstacles on
the road: it Iz imevitable.

We have spoken to you with
complete and abslonte frankness;
we know that the true revolutio-
naries will always he in fsoli-
darity’ with Cuba: we know that
no_true revolutionary, that no
communist on this continent, nor
among our people, will ever lot
himsell be indoced to take those
positions which wonld lead him
to an alliance with Imperinlizm;
which would make him go hand
in hand with the imperialist
masters against the Cuban Revo-
lutjon an against the Latin
Anmerican Revolution.
(Te pape 22)

can be stopped by no ene at
the door of a daneing hall or bar.

Or even 2t the desk of a hotel

have someone yoll at me there are no rooms;
2 smail room and not one tha’s immense,

A tiny room where | might rese.

| have, let's see:

that there are no rural palice

ne councry clubs
ne high life,

to sefZe me and lack me in &
or tear me from my land and case mo
In the middle of the highway.

| have that having the land | have the sea,

precinct  Jaji,

no tennis and na yachts, 1
bue, from beach to beach and wave on wita,
giganele Blue epen democratic:

ta Count.

in shert, the sea.

| have, let's seq:
thit | have learned to read,

I have that | have learned to writa,

and to think
and to laugh.

3 place to work
and. earn

what | have to ear.
lae’s spa;

| have,

I have thar now | have

| have what was coming to me.

NICOLAS GUILLEN
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Evils of the capitalist system

he fuilure of the Governmeut

to take action against those
supporters of the UNP who re-
sorted o teprorist action agamnst
their politlcal opponents soon after
the victory of the UNP at the
last elcctions has resulted in a
loss of respect and fear of the
law that law breakers earlier
had. This can be seen from the
fearful crimes taking place today.
In the North the loss to human
lifz and property caunsed by cer-
tain organised groups, in defiance
of even the security forces, is
now cansiderable. The Goverament
has failed to arrest a single person
connected with these activities,
nor has it been able to unearth
the backeround to these events
and apply aremedy. On the con-
trary, far from secking solutions,
responsible members of this Dhar-
mishta government have succeeded
in spreading racial enmily. The

only result of this would be to
breed more crimes throughout
the island

GLAD

What happened to
the boast?

he manner in which the price

of petrol was increased two
days ago reveals how this govern-
ment acts. From Rs. 13-30 petroi
has been increased to Rs. 20 a
gallon—an increase of over 50 per
cent. The decision of the il
producing countries  that form
OPEC was to increase prices by 15
per cent and that too in three
stages, 5 per cent at a lime
Accordingly, the first increase was

due on Janvary 1. The Finance
Minister’s taunt to opposition
critics at budget time that this

sovernment had not increased the
price of oil has now faded even
before the 5 per cent OPEC in-
crease has came into effect.  So
much for the Finance Minister's
brave words.

(Continued from page 21

Thus, Cuba has ecnonmous
international prestige and tremen-
dous impact on the contemporary
world scene. It is no exaggeration
te say that Cuba, oncea statellite
of the USA and a playground for
its millionaires and maobsters, s
now a facter that has to be taken
into account in every capital city
of the world. Despite the propo-
ganda offensive launched by ths
1/SA, its statelliles in the ‘Third
World®, and the present leadership
of China, the peoples of the
Tricontinental countries know full
well that “Cuba’s is the sling of
David” (Jose Mart). Fittingly
enough therefore, the 6th Summit
conference of the MNon Aligned
Movement takes place this year,
in Havana.

We reproduce here an  except
from Fidel Castro’s closing speech
at the founding session of the
OLAS, which we think best sums
up the spirit of the Cuban revo-
lution. We also publish & poem
by MNicholas Guillen. the country’s
poet laureate, which imaginatively
contrasis Jife in pre—and post-

Fad
T

revolutionary Cuba. from the view-
point of the average Cuban citizen.

1
| ( Cantined From page 21)
“We do not condemn anyone |
| o priori, we do not close the
| doors to anyone en masse ina
| Block: we express owr idens, we
defend our ideas, we debate
these ideas. And we have abso-
lute confidence in the reve-
lutionaries In the troe revolutio-
naries, in the true communists. |

* Those will not fail the reve-
lutlon, the same as our Revolo-
tion will never fail the revo-
| mmticnary moevement of Latin

America.
| “We do not lnow what awaits |
| us, what vicissitudes, what dan- |
i gers, what struggles. But we are
prepared, and every day we iry
| to prepare oorselves, and every
|  day we will be hetter and better
prepared.

iBut one thing we can say:

we are ealm, we feel safe, this

| little island will always he =a
revolationary wall of granite and

| against it all conspiracies, =1l
intrigues, and all apggressions
will be smashed, And high upon

‘ this wall there will fiy forever a

banner with the legend: Patria
o Muerte! Yenceremos!"' |
— FIDEL CASTRO |
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Appreciation

ome weeks have already passed
S since the death of Mr, E. H.
de Alwis. His death was sudden,
specially for those of us who read
his latest contribution on the pages

of the Lanka Guardian, on the
Ist. of November. Many T am
sure were bracing themselves Tor

anolher series of discussions on
education, similar to the ons
which Mr. de Alwis stimulated
through his earlier writings. Being
a broad social thinker he also could
link these changes to the wider
socin-cconomic  developments of
our society. We have lost in him
not only a provocative commen-
tator who could bring us out of
our apathy, but also an able
observer on education and a spokes-

Mr E. H. de Alwis

man for progressive educational

chunges.

The period when Mr. de Alwis
functioned as the Director of
Education wns a significant one
in the educational history of our
county. He was {ortunate to
direct the Dopartment when the
national languages were winning
nol the final but the hardast bui-
tles in getting established as the
medium of  instruction in our
schools and universities. He un-
derstood the significance of Lhese
charges, not merely as a substitu-
tion of one language by another,
but as an important factor in
democratization of education by
spreading its benefits to a greater
part of our population, Many of

his  writings bear this 1o us
clearly.  Even his final contri-
bulions about the econtemparary
educational scene on the pages of
Larka Guardian indicate the im-
portance that was given by him
to question of medium of instru-
tion in schools.

While he performed his duties
as the Dircctor of Education at
& crucial time, his departure from
us also took place ata time when

our socicty needs more of his
calibre, ideas and - vision. Thus
his absenoe will be felt greatly.

[t will & be a gap that is hard to
fill not only because of his know-
ledge as an educationist of a
llbecal tradition, but alse as one
who could put forward his ideas
with a literary skill of a highest
standard.

- Sunil Bastian

Cryptic Crossword No. |2

Big Daddy Idi Amin special
By Scripex

Across CLUES

. 5. L.pact with Tdi Amin dimin-T-shed and ameznde];

could be zbout oficial seats {8)

3. Amin arranzement I keep out of to et

mental shelf (6)

10.  Wanderer Amin drops in to get Temporary Residence

Permit (5)
11. The skill needed by the right-hand
one as Big Daddy? (%)

13.  Amin, spoonerised, fed to give life (7)
13 Amin mixing with family appears a small man! (7
Amin, initially, turng a Eurapesan (B

veceiving end of speech by
dictator, nat necessarily Big Daddy (5)
initially, takes in female bird
21.  Trarsfer of properly s o great deal to Amin, perbaps (8)
Amin, er,

14. 1di
I6. Gun-lave of onz at the

19 Biz Daddy,
24, (Mot just President for life)  let

lasting, ['m aff (7)
26 Release from Aming tum upset (7}

27, Amin, despot, puts out ad. to get  the
learning, becomes gullible person (9)
back, one of several owned

28 Mame the bird the Spanish
by Big Daddy (5

2% Aid-givirs who hegan Dada on alternatives (&)
30. went back on the President (oot Big Daddy) returning 2.

with the journalist (B)

n
= 20. Many in
1. I'm out of Amin Pacl to get forty winks (6)
2. Quizt! Entebbe's is yero, that's a commanplace (%) 22,
3. Pal Amin to be sail-bearer when in is out {7 23,
4. Put up log to the East, the heart of ldi is in it (%) 25.
6. Rev. Amin drapping the third note to us can be hel] (M
7. A round of cards? Big Daddy is full of them! (5 26,

man of such a

back orna-

o rear (5)

be ewver=

beginning of

8. Providing Amin only with US
thousand (5,2)

Inspector, formerly, when Amin and Rritish gueen met (§)
15, Amin Motel loses direction as sacrifice (B

T Get Amin in charge all

thousand for Roman

aver? That's puzzling! (9)

1E. Preoccupied, Bess does as Big Daddy is with 283 1]

peril (in Dada country?): that sounds like a
clifi-hanger. Mo, just a hanger [7)
Amin, or (o put it differently, not a top

student (T}

Wait for somewhat tender mercies of Big Daddy (&)
With Gl out of the way, Amin Ego could make him
out as Trish statesman,
Amin perhaps gocs to the East for shekels {5}

fumifiarly (3)



CEYLON BULBS & ELECTRICALS LTD.,

MANUFACTURERS OF SUPERGLOW, JAYANTHI
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DAYLIGHT ELECTRIC BULBS

Addrers:
60, Rodney Street, Telephone, 95567, 96751
Colombo 8. Cables: ‘Lamplight’

23054
C PHONE - 32113
81862 (NIGHT)

FOR ALL

TUNNELING, MINING, MARINE,
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CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT @ ACCESSORIES

EquipMeNT & Construction Co. LTD.
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..in - ALKYD RESINS

CEYLON RESINOPLASTICS LTD.,

64, Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha,
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Phone: 2867 3.



Our all-Boeing fleet of exclusive 747Bs,
707 Superjets, 737s and, our new
727 Hightails (the world’s most advanced Boeing trijet),
now flies to 30 cities in 25 countries with over
three hundred services a week, including daily flights
between the Middle East, UK, Europe, the Orient
and Australasia. Wherever in the world you travel
with us, you’ll enjoy a standard of
inflight service even other airlines
talk about. Backed by 30 years of
flying experience. A greatwaytofly

. SINGAPORE AIRLINES

SEOUL
®

JAKARTAQ'

SYDNEY ;UCKLAND

MELBOURNE

SIA Qffice: Lioyd’s Building, 15A Sir Baron Jayatilake Mawatha, Colombo 1. Tel. 24148, 24181, 21501.
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