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Trends

Constitutional impediments

The ‘Sun’ story that the UNP may
consider amending the article In the
constitution under which any MF who

feaves his party automaticolly loses
his seat has once agaln set off
speculation cbout one or twao Tamil

politicions. Any Tamil MP who deci-
ded to Join the government on his
ewn ran the obvious risk of expul-
slon. The only way out was faor the
TULF to keep its ranks together and
team up with the pgovernment on
mutually agreed terms. But that
seems out now, Any Individual
tokers? If the answer Is ‘yes’, then
the gavernment must clear the path
of the coenstitutional obstacle,

SLFP and Tamils

The SLFP High Command hos de-
cided to start . Tamil paper. This,
the party feels, is the most effec-
tive reply to Its opponents who are
now publicly Insinuating that the
SLFP has taken the sinister road of
raclalism.

The paper is [ikely to be named
ofter the title of a popular AGR
fllm — *Tomorrow s Qurs™.

Lake House

* loke House, the building,
a new look these doys all part of
an expansion progrom  which is
estimoted to cost 40 milllen rupees.
Chairman Bodinogeda Is thinking big:
the newest maochinery, a transport
fleet, extensions to the building etc.
Teams of techniclans will soon take
wing to the US, Europe and [apan
in search of new equipment.

wears

But Loke House has still to crock
the hardest nut of all, Journalistic
professionalism.  Another exedus of
experienced newspapermen is in the
offing to Maloysta and the Gulf.
And the new Wijewardeno press,
now past the blue print stage, may

tempt a dozen more to leave the
banks of the Beira,

Textile trade

Strikes and lock-outs have fput
threz of the Island’s mojor textile
foctories out of action. While the

demands of the unions are Jargely
(Continued on poge 2)
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Letters |
Of natural disasters and China where thousands gathered

cocksure commentators thae other day in Tlen An Mazn

{; Square to remember the great
',‘:'“':"'." s the role of these Chou and demand damacrac;and

institutions In a soclo—econamic .o rights) Or maybe It s

order such as ours. To . expect Kampuchea he is thinking of?

stuch institutions..., ete.” Such :

suchness In Chintaka betrays more
than just a cloth ear, It Is a
sign of confused thinking. Chin-
taka should do well to think it
ossible that he may be mista-
en; that perhaps he doesn't
know all the answers; that same

of the valid polnts he makes
waould have come across more
convincingly had they been presen-
ted in more tentative terms.

Instead, he opts for tha uncom-
promisingly didactic tone and the
cocksure style.

Regarding his bromids about
the “surplus generated by the
masses’” | would recommend to
him a study of recent Marxist
thinking outside the Soviet Unian,
and especially of a recent article
by Dr. lan Steedman “‘Thinking
again about profits”. (Incidentally,
does Chintaka class himself among
the parasites or would he call
himself a surplus generator?)

When Chintaka speaks of ''ex-
ploitative socletles” he must mean
that there are In this world
non-exploitative societies. Would
he be having in mind the Union
of Soviet Sccialist Gulags (where
troublesome Trade WUnionists are
locked up In lunatic asylums)! Or,
perhaps, the People's Republic of

Chintaka refers to *“a
whaere the administrativa
ratus s bath representativa and
open to genuine popular parcicl-
pation". He should tell us whars
this soclety is to be found,

soclety
appa-

Kollupiclya Costain de Vos

Good friend

The other day a Sydney friend
was kind enouzh to piss on to
me a copy of the ‘Lanka Guardian'.
Excallent.

Samson Abeyagunawardana,
Farrer A.C.T. 2607
Australia,

The House that
Jack built

| hops you wlill
little spacz to sa
on Mr Elmer de
letter about repairs na2adad to
a Customs bullding, resurrected
by you In your last Issue.

allow mz a
a few wards
Haan's 1934

We have, all of us, except the
abnormally stupid, been padantic
humorists In our time., Wa spand
much of our childhoad picking
up a vocabulary; we llke to air
our lazest finds; we discover that



Letters contd....
our elders are tickled when we
come out with a new word that

they theught beyond us; we devote
scme pains to tickling them Ffur-
ther; and there we are, pedants
and pollysyllabists all. The impulse
is hezlthy for children, and nearly
universal—-which Is why a war-
ning ls necessary; for among so
many there will always be some
who fail to realise that the
clever habit applauded at home
will make them insufferable abroad.

Most of those who are capable
of writing well enough to find
readers do learn with more or
less of delay that playful use of
leng or learned words s a one-
sided game boring the reader
more than it pleases the writer,
that the Impulse to it is a danger-
signal - for there must be some-
thing wrong with what they are
saying If it needs recommending
by such puerilities—and  that
yielding to the impulse is a
cenfession of failure. But now
znd then even an able writer
will go on believing that the
incongruity between simple things

Solution to Cryptic

Crossword No 13

ACROSS— 1. class room

8. Lift attendant 11. Fete

12. Minus 13. Knee 16. Cantingl
17. Keelson 18. Uprisen

20. Steeple 21. Sate 22. Owned
23. Ante 26 Printer’s error !
27. Estranged

DOWN— 2. Lute 3. Seiting !
4. Roebuck 5. Odds i
6. Fitting retort 7. In one's opinion !
9. Off course 10, Reentered

14. First 15. Lever 19. New chr|
20. Stepson 24, Ends 25. Free.
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to be sald and out-of-the-way
words to say them in has a
perennial charm; it has for the
reader who  never outgrows
hobbledehoyhood; but for the
rest of us it is dreary indeed.
| notice that you say that
Haan was dismissad for this
letcter; he could scarcely have
expected |ess.
Celombe 10 H. W. Fowler

Reggie Siriwardena,
1971 and all that

We all know that Reggie Siri-
wardena is a many -splendoured
thing but should you give the
impression that the raison d'etre
of your paper Is to keep pain-
ting this resplendent iily? In your
last issue alone you carrled the
following (no doubt unsolicited)
testimonials:

“With Mr R. 5. whose sensiti-
vity | respect, and with whom

| am proud to have been....
etc.” (Carlo Fonseka)

“As for Mr. R 8. who s
always a dellght to read...."
(A. Jayaweera)

“Mr. R. 5. is the last person

in the world | would want to
disagree with where matters of
artistle  judgment and diserimi-
nation are concerned. | am happy
to find that we have no reason
to quarrel”,

(A. ). Gunawardena)

Upen what meat doth this our Re-
gele feed that he is grown so great?

As for Dr Carlo Fonseka he
must realise that the tacrics of
Fabius Cunctator while legitimate
on the field of battle and,
arguably, in politics, are simply
not permissible in polemics. If he
is unable to defend his position

that “we must, perforce, choose
from among the available political
leaders' let him yield with good

grace instead of taking cover
behind a smokescreen of irrele-
vanies. Without any  evidence

he accuses me of being a - poli-
tical; he misquotes me by alleging
that | have “no use for people
past their menopause' (the double-
entendre  is presumably Inten-
tional); and finally, he charges
me, again with no evidence, with
“erying for heroes to follow",
and proncunces this adelescent,
| have no heroes and seek none:
it is Dr Fonseka who has found

his hero in Dr Colvin de Silva.
My position Is that the aims
and ambitions of leaders who
are long past their political

menopause have pe relevance to
the aims and ambitions of the
masses of this country.

Colombo 3 Costain de Vos

Trends ...
[(Continked from page 1)

economic, there Is a broader jssue
invelved. Has the {[ree Import of
garments made the production of
local textiles uneconomic?

The once burgeoning handloom
Industry for Instance has reached
the stage of near-paralysis. Ne doubt
the Minister of Textile Industry had
o sound pelnt when he asked manu.
focturers to  improve quality and
design. Local manufacturers of many
items have got away with sub-standard
products and exorbitant profits In
market conditions which ollowed him
to dictate terms to the consumer,

Import  liberalisation dees mean
competition and therefore a challenge
to local producers. But what about
employment and  the growth of
national industry?



News background

Snakes and Ladders on the Campus

ith Colombo trailing behind

by a week, all the campuses
are new open. For the students
it's back to the books and the
daily trudge to over-crowded lec-
ture rooms. For the dons how-
ever it looks like snakes and lad-
ders. Yesterday's Vice-Chanceller
is a mere professor, presidents
have become deans, deans have
been downgraded as hzads of de-
partments, while other heads are
rolling.

“It is more snakes in the grass
than ladders” snapped a senior
lecturer who has quietly got him-
sell a fellowship abroad.

While most lecturers are ‘neu-
tral’ in party politics (either throuzh
conviction, disinclination or discre-
tion) several prominent teachers are
known to have party affiliations and
political sympathies  But the squ-
abbling over posts and perks and
academic gang warfare is not strictly
according to party lines. Factions
within the UNP camp as well as
professors who have direct political
and personal links with VIP's in the
UNP Establishment are engaged in
open feuds and backroom manoeu-
vres.

*#* After a long-drawn out bat-
tle at the highest levels, Malay
Street's favourite lost in the fight
for the top post in Colombo. The
favourite whose name was mentio-
ned in the official press was suspec-
ted of having “SLFP connections'.

*x® AL another campus, two les-
turers were interrogated over a nasty
anonymous letter about some al-
leged personal scandal. The lec-
turers, reportedly  left-inclined,
were elected to the key posts in
the university teachers’ association
Was the letter a prevocation plant
by a rival faction of the ssta-
blishment?

_*** A lecturer who was inter-
dicted nearly one year ago is still
in cold storage.

“It's back to the Jennings era'’.
This observation on the recently

re-organised university set-up was
atiributed to one of the cohort
of vice-chancellors now parading
in the groves of academe. *‘No"
said an ageing don who has sub-
mitted his resiznation in disgust
over campus intrigue, cut-throatism
and job-fixing encouraged not only
by political and high-level patro-
nage but in fighting between va-
rious UNP factions on the cam-
puses. “It is not the Jennings
era’" he added in studied disa-
greement It is either the Missanka
yugaya (era) or the Kalpage kal-

paya. (aeon).
Missanka is of course Mr. Nis-
sanka Wijeyeratne, Minister of

Education and Kalpage is Dr. Stan-
ley Kalpage (ex-Professor, ex-
Senator) who iz Secretary of the
Ministry.

But Dr. Kalpage wears another
hat. In fact, he is new known
in various Facuity Clubs as G2, G4
{or Gang of Four) was the title
conferred by the Sunday Times
on  Mr, Ridgeway Tillekeratne,
another secretary, but in the pre-
vious regime. He held four posts—
Director of Information, Director-
General of Broadceasting, Chairman,
SLBC, and Ministry Sscretary. In
an era where family martered even
more than it does todoy, Ridge-
way Tillekeratne, bureaucratically
speaking, was his own grandpa.
Or, as Mr. Premadasa, then in
Opposition called him, Dr. Goeb
bels.

For the UNP, such memories
of omnipotent bureaucrats have
proved very short indeed. Dr.
Kalpage is not only Secretary of
the Ministry but Chairman of the
Grants Commilies.

In fact, the UNP has done much
worse. It proudly pledged the
restoration  of “university auto-
nomy" and “intellectual freedom?’.

The Grants Committee, a British
concept, is an institutional device
which secks to serve precisely thess
two purposes.  As the UGC report
published by the UK government
said the Committee is both a
buffer and a shock absorber. It
safeguards the universities from
“political interference”; it is an
‘earnest of the government's willing-
ness to provide money without
strings; it enables the universities to
enjoy public funds without fear that
one gift might turn out to be a
Greek one!

In the sepnior common rooms
where the UK report is as fami-
liar material as the writings of Eric
Ashby, Bowra or Balogh, it is now
bzing said that the government has
come to the campus bearing a
Malaysian gift!

Dr. Kalpage, a distinguished aca-
demic, served as a prolcssor for 4-5
years in the University of Malaysia,
a country which practices a peculiar
type of “democracy’” that may not
be controlled with the clinieal effi-
ciency of Singapore but is nonethe-
less a fake democracy as the recent
elections proved. Malaysia also
introduced racial quotas into the
university and all institutes. Racia-
lism is the thinly concealed princi-
ple which determines appointments
and promotions in the thinly con-
cealed principle which determines
appointments and promotions in
the administration.

Merit and merit alone was ye-
another election promise and platt
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form boast. “Varsity admission
on merit alone’” annouces the
‘Daily News' echoing Dr. Kalpags=.
True 30% will be on an all-island
basis on merit. True, 15% will
be reszived for ‘‘educationally
under-privileged districts’* and that’s
fuir enough, if it is fairly prac-
tised, But 55% will be on “the
relative population of the 24 ad-
ministrative districts’. And what
pray does this mean in effect?

Student politics is a [amiliar
irritant to those who like nicely
controlled universaties which fun-
ction like high-grade tutories.

Under the new dispensation,
Students’ Councils have become
Student Assemblies which can be
dissolved by the authorities at any
time. These assemblies cannot
invite speakers from outside unless
permission is obtained.

Even before the MNew Order, one
campus president had drawn up his
own list of acczptable speakers and
told the students he must have
advance notice of the guesiions
they might ask the guest lecturer
after his lecture! ]

ULF, JVP warnings on racism

@mmmje [nited Left Front ex-

presses its deep concern over
the rapid growth of racist pro-
paganda and communal tensions
in recent months. Any provoca-
tion or thoughtless act can lead
to a repstition of the communal
violence experienced in 1977 and
even earlier’ says a press release
by the ULF.

-Extremist groups are not merely
secking to operate through some
existing capitalist parties and orga-
nisations, but are also creating
new ones.

“The part played by the UNP-

government in this state of affairs
is to add fuel to the fire. On the
one hand, the UNP claims to
have improved communal relations
by some constitutional changes and
by offering Cabinet and District
Ministerships  to capitalist and

pro-capitalist leaders among the
Tamils, On the other hand, m-
portant Ministers are allowed to

Hameed in Maputo

hen Foreign Minister Hameed

returns from Maputo things
should be @& little clearer on
whether the conflicts within  the
non-alisnment movement will muke
the road to Havana even rougher
thun it seemed when the foreign

ministers met in Belgrade, The
agenda for Maputo was  exclu-
sively African but there is liitle

doubt that the anti-Cuba cam-
paigners have now been joined
by an anti-Vietnam group

Mindful of the responsibilities
of Sri Lanka's chairmanship and
the principle of consensus, Mr.
Hamesed himsell’ has wisely kept
off controversies.  During  the
Somali Foreign Minister’s visit for
instance, he paid a fine tribute to

Cuba. the next host. Somalia,
egced on by Egypt, starfed the
anli-Cuba campaign before the

Belgrade mecting by using Cuban

Fl

help for Ethiopia as® convenient
issue. The move to*boycotl’ Havana
or to change the venue collapsed.

MNow it is an anti-Vietnam cam-
paign based on the Kampuchean
coLlroversy. Peking has fired
another broadside at Vistnam in the

course of which it states that
Vieinam has lost its credentials
as a non-aligned member. The

Non-aligned nations may well ask
Peking (and for that matter
Washington or Moscow) what
right it has to pronounce a judg-
ment either way. Washington and
Moscow will be .greatly amused
if & non-aligned country says that
some NATO or WARSAW  pact
member has lost its credentials.
1s Peking which hates hegemonism
developing the same big power
psychology?

indulge publicly in the most
unabashed communalism without
baing checked, The growth of
racist organisations is fostered.”

The JVP in a similar statement
entitled 'Do not be misled by
communal provocation® says, “A
conspiratorial move, calling for a
boycott of Tamil shops, is sprea-
ding throughout the country today,
and points up the danger of vio-
lent communal conflicts arising
once again. Those who are largely
responsible for this criminal act
are the capitalist political parties
of this country. We condemn
both their attempt to achieve
their narrow political objectives
through stirring up communal
passions against the Tamil spea-
king minority among the Siphalu-
speaking mnajority as well as their
attempt to mislead the Tamil-
speaking population into commu-

nal conflict with the Sinhala-
speaking people.” @
Despite  diplomatic pressures

which could be traced to the new
Washington-Peking axis, Sri Lanka
has so far maintained the correct
posture of allowing the non-aligned
to decide who is non-aligned and
who is not. If Mr. Desai cames
here. he is sure to strengihen
Sri Lanka’s present position on
these matters. Individually India
still carries' the  greatest  weight
within - the movement  while the
African group enjoys the same
collectively.

After Sadat’s abortive move to
make peace with Israel, Egypt is
isolated. Sadat’s own moral prestige
it so low that he was recently
spubbed by Avatollah  Khomeini
when he tried to play Washing-
ton's messenger and self-appointed
peace-maker in Iran. The Aya-
tollah refused to see the Shah,
Iran’s Farouk and Sadat’s honoured
guest.



JVP on Tamil

66 he government has recently

declared that several inci-
dents have taken place in the
North in econnaction with bank

robberies and the killing of several
persons, We do not Know who
is responsble for these incidents.
1t should be stated that terrorist
tactics of this nature are detri-
mental to the struggle of the
Tamil people, as an oppressed
section of our sociely, to gain
their basic human rights. The
J. ¥. P. is of the opinion that
the struggle of the Tamil people
for their rights can only achieve
victory as a resull of the trinmph
of the socialist revolution. We
therefore condemn terrorist tactics
that place obstacles in
of the socinlist revolution in its
march towards viclory. We
not encourage or approve of tuch
tactics.

issue

or better still, whot

publishing organisation.

“However, it is to beseen that
this, and other incidents, have
been utilised to launch a prog-

Day of the

merging from the underground

after a brief exile in the
mid-seventies, the local book-
makers are now having a field
day. Immediately after the last
eneral Elections Lthere were hope-
ful hints even from some Minis-

ters about reviving racing at
Nuwara Eliya. There is an un-
confirmed report now that one

of our business tycoons who isa
patron of the British turf is keen
on having the sport once  again
at Boosa,

On November 11- last year, the
book-makers who publish the
race—card announced a BTT of

ten percent on the bets to be
paid out by the punter. The
argument was, “When you pay
for your mineral waters and

chocolates you pay a BTT which
is included in the cost of the
article... In England the bsiting
charge iz paid by the punter...”

The punters who have always
bezn forced to accept the terms
of the book-makers (inasccurate
and incomplete ‘information, for

ramme of harassment and rep-

the path ression of the Tamil - speaking

people of this country. Over the

do  past weeks, we have also seen

an altempt to stir up racialism

while taking shelter behind the
bookie

instance) thought it was not at

all fair for him to pay this tax,
The Dopartment of Inland Revenue
they say, has not imposed it on

the punter. In  Britain, the tax
is there, of course, but it is
optional, The punter can, either

piy on the bet (on a sliding
scale and not a flat 10%) or pay
it when he wins. If he loses the
bookie coughs it out,

There now seems lo be a tug-
of-war even among the bookies.
One of the Big Three whose
political  influence is so  great
that he does not want to com-
promise has, however. made a
minor concession—a payment to
the punter of 1/3 on place divi-
dend as against the previous 1/4
on equal betting units of Rs 25
and under.

The punters in turn, feel that
even this concession may not last
long once the book-makers feel
the pinch—if the punters' luck
change—G.D.

Mewspapers and thelr editers have the right to publish
or refrain from publishing according to the availability of
space and considerations of taste,
they fail to
however os o geod Indicator,
the editorial staff, but alse of the political leanings of the
Such selective
Itself towards the distortion of other pesples views.

*Thae Ceylon Daily Mews’ published o [VP statement
In their issue of the 4th with selected passages and phrases
missing. We reprodu.e the stotement In full,
bold type, the portions censored by ‘Lake House’

What they dao publish,
publish, eoften serves
not only of the psychelogy of

editing also [ends

featuring in

activities of a few persops. It is
at a time when such an atmasphcre
prevailed within the country that
it was announced that these bank
robberics and murders had taken
place. This was an  excuse to
deploy more members of the
Police and the Armed Forces in
the North.

“'Since this silvation arcse, o
series of clashes between, sections
of the armed Forces and the
Police on the one hand and the
Tamil - speaking people on the
o'her, have heen reported; on the
S5th of December in Jaffna town,
on the 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th and
18th December in Velvettithoral,
on the 16th December at Vasavilan
jonction and on the 17th December
at Palaly. According te infor-
mation received, large numbers of
shops and houses have been dest=
royed and set on fire. The aclions
of the Government Asent, Jaffna,
in the face of this situation, has
been highly commended.

““Just as rumour was nused to
spread racialism, divide the popu-
lation and urge them on to kill
each other in  Auvgust 1977, we
can see An altempt being made
to stir up racialist feeling by
spreading slmilar rumours today.
A leiter bearing the stamp of a
hich Police official which s
supposed to have been circulated

throughout Police Stations also
brings to mind the incidenis of
Auvpust 1977. Since the govern-

ment has not yet taken any defi-
nite steps regarding such incidents,

([ATELE]

(NEXT: Politics of Racinig)]{ ” the doubf-paturally, -arfses as to
Blehl o b
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whether the government lends its |
concurrence to  this  sitoation.
Persons who have access to modern |
requipment have also begun to
roneo  and distribute literature
which arouses Sinhala chauvinisg
feeling. At a time when the people
are fast reaching the stage where
they can no longer shoulder the
burden of the socio - economic
crisis which has been foisted upon
them by the state, an attempt
can be discerned
attention of the population away
from their situation in this manner-

“The J. V. P. strongly condemns
this programme of action on the
part of the government and pro-
tests against such activity, while
calling wpon the state to halt the
repressive measures adopted by the
Police and the Armed Forces
agninst the Tamil people imme-
diately. The J. V. P., which appeals
to the Sinhala and Tamil working
people of this country not to be
led astray by ‘activities directed
towards the arousing of racialist
feelings, condemns the actions of

racialist organisations and indi.
viduals in stirring up racial dis-
harmony &nd calls upon all

organisations of the working class

to come forward o combat this
giluation.

“The Tamil people of the North

live in constant fear due to
harassment by the Police and the
Armed Forces. Any visitor to the
Jaffna peninsula today can see
the Tamil -speaking people of the
MNorth living in a state of terror
compatable to that which affacted
people all over the country in
April 1971, While we strongly
protest against the use of terrorism
by the state against a section of
the population of this country
vnder the pretext of combatiing

the terrorist activities of a few,
we call upon the government fo
call an immediate halt to these
actions."

6

to divert the |

"My Son Sanjav Is Keeping a Low Profile!"

tsﬂﬂhm

Why CP (M) opposes Indira

rawing some parallels in pas-
Dsing between  Indira/Sanjay
and Sirima/Anura and in the post-
election situations in India and Sri
Lanka, Mr. Mathew Kurian, former
Kerala MP, and a leading member
of the Communist party (M) said
that both the Congress end the
Janatla party will soon re-unite and
close ranks in order to play the
parliamentary game of sharing
power. Mr. Kurian, lounder-editor
of the wellknown Indian journal
“iSncial Scientist ' was addressing a
meeting in Colombo sponsored by
the Institute of Social Studies.

Though the Janata party had pled-
ged the fullest restoration of civil
rights, it was not only dragging its
feet in some ways but it has alsa re-
introduced a “mini-MISA™ {'l’_he
Maintenance of Internal Security
Act), and was attempting to curb
trade union activity through a new
Industrial Relations Law. The com-

bined forces of the Left had led a
counter-atiack and Delhi, the capi-
tal, had seen the bipgest working
class demonstration in recent years.

Wevertheless, added Mr. Kurian,
his parly had decided to support
the Janatha party against Mrs.
Gandhi at the Chikmigular by-elee-
tion because it considered such a
step the best tactic at this particular
moment. This support he empha-
sised, was exclusively on eivil rights
issues, and not on socio-economic
or class issues. It is necessary to
support the government in undoing
the *black acts'' commitied by
Indira, Sanjay and the small cote-
rie which ruled India under emer-
gency. Butthe C. P. (M) will re-
main vigilant in regard to certain
disturbing trends such as the growth
of the semi-fascist R. 8, 8, and its

{Contfnwed on page 23)



KANDY

A tavern in the town

From a correspondent

Kandy, the second bipgest city
in Sri Lanka, was without
arrack, beef, cigarettes and bread
as the year began. There was
arrack if you were willing to
ftand for it in the hot sun ina
queue which quickly folded up
around twelve. The beef you could
get if you went out to Madawala
or Akurana where the Muslims
made sure they got their beef.

Cigareties were there, of course,
at fancy prices. And bread just
disappeared the moment it was
baked, only sandwich loaves were
ayailable at Rs 2,50 a loaf of
two pounds. They wouldn’t even
cut a pound of that for you.

On the face of it there seemed
no reason why the public was
being harassed like this, The papers
assured us of tons of flour.
Cigarettes were available in plenty
and the CWE was doing every-
thing to see that everyone got a
smoke. If arrack and beef were
not available, why that was a
thing of joy for those committed
to having & dharmadveepaya. You
couldo’t imagine that a govern-
ment with a five sixth majority
was really in power.

best commentary
on the present state of affairs,
which may be prevailing well
beyond Kandy, is the little comedy
that is now being played in
Colombo Street, Kandy.

Perhaps the

Tipplers were quite overjoyed
when they discovered that a third
liquor shop had been opened for
their comfort, with the new year.
But hardly had the cheers died

down when the newly opened
tavern put down its shulters.
Apparently, you couldn®t have

more than two liquor stalls down
the same sireet.

The law abiding tavern keepers
seem lo have discovered it for
themselves and without waiting

for the law to discover it they
decided to close down. But this
meant that there were no laverns
down Colombo Strect, only foreign
liquor shops and bars.

The tavern which had been
doing business down this street
For a number of years gave it
up this year unable to find a

political backer to renew its rent,
An impression had been con-
veyed to the quarters that mattered
that it wasn't even secking poli-
tical backing. Well that settled it.
The tavern is now clossd, the
roof needing quite some repair.

Meanwhile to the surprise and
delight of the saddened tipplers
the new tavern which put down
its shutters soon after a grand
opening has opened up once more.

They hope this would be perma-
ment.

For the moment the new tavern
appears to have got over the
tricky excise infringement. The
petition drawers who had comp-
lained seem assuaged, the residents
who suddenly discovered a street

full of bars and saloons like in
a Wild West township seem
appeased.

The Dharmishta settlement they
have come to seems to be that
the foreign liguor shop sells liquor
in bottles the bar sells drinks
and the newly opened tavern no
drinks but bottles. But nobody
is sure whether the rules of this
game are being strictly kept. And
all this within ear shot of the
Dalada Maligawa.

Back

oming...coming... coming..."
Since the davs of the con-
troversial D. B. Nihalsingha, the
Sunday  papers have proudly
gnnounced the arrival of Holly-
wood box-office hits like the
*The Towering Inferno®. But for
the picturegoer it was a long wait,
The Hollywood majors (Warners,
MGM, Paramount, United Artists,
Columbia ete) insisted that it was
their inflexible rule not to sell
distribution rights to State mono-
polies.

The State Film Corporation,
set up by the UF, enjoyed sole
rights as importer and distributor,

The present government has not
changed this law. Yet, the Sun-
day Observer teported that 69
films have been sold to Sri Lanka
under an agreement signed by the
Kipemntograph Renters Society
of Bombay (agent for the US
consortium) and the Film Cor-
poration. The contract was mego-
tiated after a wisit to Bombay
by the Corporation’s Chairman,
Mr. Eric de Silva and its Consul-
tant, Mr. George Wickremasingha.

in business

Was the report strictly correct?
The real buyers of the 69 films
are private Sr Laokan firms,
notably the Ceylon Theatres Lid,
(the Gardiner group) and Liberty

Cinema (the Cader firm). The
Film Corporation has endorsed
this agreement. Esch film has

been sold on a perccntage basis,
the average being S50-30 of the
takings. The U5 companies can
Row take their share but they
have agreed to release the 6.5
million rupees of blocked Ffunds
for a film complex of the corpe-
ration.

Meanwhile the Film world is

buzzing with the news that Mr,
Anton  Wickremasinghe, a film
producer and businessman who
emigrated to California will he

the Corporation’s pext boss. Mr.
Eric de Silva iz only acting
Chairman, Mr. George Wickrema-
singha, 8 former director of the
Government Film  Unit, held a
top post in Ceylon Theatres Lid
for almost ten years.



I International news

IRAN (3)

The perils of repression

by Mervyn de Silva

he turbulent events which have

made Iran’s protracted (and
still uniesolved) crisis one of the
mzjor upheavals of recent years
project the image of a  situation
where nobody is master. Winter
holiday or journey of no return,
the Shah’s depariure is a demons-
trution that the parvenu Pahlevi
dynasty has lost, perhaps irre-
covirably, its once repal and
esolute will. Tt is unlikely that
the Crown Prince, even if the
monarchy is not destroyed, can
ever parade himself as a King of
Kings.

Ordered to fill the breech and
restore law and order, the Army
found itself trapped by a familiar
dnd unhelpful  logic inherent in
the situation — harsher repression
which may incense the people
more or appeasement which may
be read as a sign of weakness
and therefore an invitation to
more violence. Torn between con-
flicting counsel and by [faciions
in the high command advocating
different responses, General Azhari
bowed out but not before the
Chief of Staff, who fled, and
several other generals who quit,
became casualties of that brief
exercise which also cost thousands
of innocent lives.

Mr. Sanjabi, the respected leader
of the National Front, heleroge-
neous alliance of anti-Shah Forces
which forged their unity in militant
action, did play a prominent part
but he would be the last to claim
that he was the drama’s piimary
source of inspiration.

Prime Minister Bakhtiar was
thrust onto the stage when an
increasingly helpless Shah opted
for a token half-hearted gesture
of reconciliztion which might at
least give him time to make a
less dishonourable, and hopefully

temporary, exit. Denounced hy the
Mational  Front, Mr. Bakhtiar
clings on.

As for external forces, the two
superpowers, mutually suspicious
and equally watchful, had almost
cancelled each other by reciprocal
warnings against direct interven-
tion. The U.8§. bad to take note

of the Soviet Unicn's lopgistical
advantage of a long border and
the *“‘doctrine’ of wvital secuority

interests legitimised in the Iranian-
Soviet treaty of 1923. The Ame-
rican fleet reportedly moving out

of Subic Bay for the Gulf did
not materialise., Iran is not the
Dominican Republic, not even

Lebanon, In any case this is not
the omnipotent America of the
1950's por is it the world of the
19601's. And zo, Washington was
reduced 1o an unwilling exhibition
of what Dr. Kissinger, gleefully
enjoying the pleasures of a non-
combatant and gloating over the
predicaments of the rival party,
would call the Carter administra-
tion's indecisivencss and impotence.

The director

The real actors of Iran's grand
drama are the people. But if
anybody could be named its direc-
tor it is surely the frail 78 year
Ayatollah Ruhallah Khomeini, the
exiled ecclesiastical head of the
Shiite Noslems who number nearly
30 millions or 30% of the country's
population.

Though a recent CBS interview
attributes to  him a contrary
opinion, the Ayatollah has con-
sistently disclaimed any  intention
of replacing the Shah as the
ruler of lran. His present role
sirikes me as something betwesn
Gandhi of India and Makarios
of Cyprus.

His penius lay in sensing the
mood of the pecple, and seizing

“At the height of Algeria’s |
anti-volonial struggle, the Algerians |
und the French fosght a  symbolic
battle over the veil. The French
posing as ‘progressives’ wanted to
unveil Algerlan women; the Alge-
| righs saw in the veil and in Islam
# way of resizting the coloniser. |
The veil recently reappeared ou Ira-
ninn :ampuoses, not %0 much as a
slgn of Islami- piety bat as an aet
of defiance apainst the  Shah's

| government and [ts perceived wes-
ternism™. — (Prof. Found Ajami),

the hour; in picking his targets
with unerring accuracy and in
the perfect selection of slogans
which while responding to the
inmost feelings of the vast majo-
rily also gave the masses in
motion a unifying sense of pur-
pose and direction.

The people were ready to move;
the bursting point had been reached,
and the critical moment arrived,
A man who had lived in exile
for over a decade thousands of
miles away, and his advisers,
feit the pulse beats of r people
whose anger could no longer he
contained by fear. But not the
Shah, not the government, not the
army or SAVAK not diplomatic
observers and not even knowledge-
able reporters who had, it is true,
writien from time to time about
rumblings ot popular discontent.

What happened in Iran
someihing about the nature of
repression. It clogs all channels
of communication. Tt alienates the
rulers from the ruled, and finally
leuves the people with no choice
but to take to the streets, guns,
tanks and helicopters notwithstan-
ding, and come what may.

say3

The Shah had honestly believed
that his only opponents were some
radical, recalcitrant students abroad,
some landowners whe had suffered
under Jand distribution and the



mullahs who had resented the
decline of their traditional influence
over their flock as the modern
State began to concentrate all
power in iis hands.

QOut of this situation came some
curious paradoxes.

In Latin America, the security
apparatus ol many a repressive
repime has been set up, its senior
officers tramed, and ils monstrous
padgetry perfected on  American
expertise—in  prestigious institu-
tions like Washington's Police
academy.

As  repression becomes the
regime’s sole pre-emplive strike
against popular discontent (and
not the ultimate weapon agalnst
a perceived danger) and  turns
in fact into the orthodoxy of the
governing groups, the “pure’”
intelligence operation  (that is,
information gathering) is soon
subordinated 1o what Premier
Bakhtiar himself described last
week as “the other side'. Tt be-
comes the day-to-day arm of
repression. One does nol need to
identify sources of dissatisfaction,
unalyse its causes and present
well-informed  reports. All one
has to do is to suppress the dis-
content, using pgreater and greater
force. In the long run, it only
sends the opposition underground,
intensifying  the hate and the
anger, until the moment of maxi-
mum danger arrives and catches
the complacent rulers completely
unawares.

So with SAVAK, an institulional
byproduet of the Shah-US alliance.

The Iranian army and the elite
corps of SAVAK have had close
institutional and personal links
with the US military and intejli-
gence establishment. In Fact Gen.
Robert Juyser, Deputy Commander
of the Allisd Command in Europe
was recenlly in Tehran to ‘talk
to the generals personally’, drum
up support for the Bahktiar regime
and to ask the Army ‘not to rock
the bloody boat’.

However rhetarical, Carter's
human rights homilies embarrassed
the Shah, an important and

staunch US ally though not an
outstanding devotec of the ‘Magna

Jimmy Carta.” The CIA, the US
press reporied, was guietly ordered
to loosen contacts with Tranian
opposilion groups. So that source
of information dried wup.

The CIA had to lean even
more heavily on SAVAK  which
had already become the cruel arm

of State terror and a popular
hate-symbol. Yet when the
explosion came, Carter blamed

the CIA for poor inteliigence and
the Shah dismissed the SAVAE
chief.

In this instance at least, the
CIA was more the casualty of
US foreign policy. For all the
uplifting taik about ‘morality in
foreign policy’, the US ‘pational
interest’, as perceived by the
governing  parties demand the
defence of the Shah one of
America’s vitally important allies,
It is not possible to be with the
oppressor and the oppressed at
the same time.

Moslem movement

December sees the end of
Moharrem, the holy month when
Shiite Moslems mourn the death
of Imam Husscin defeated in the
battle of Kerbala (Iraq) by Yasid
in the 7th century. From his
headquarters (actually a unimpa-
sing complex of old cottages)
thirty kilometres from Paris, the
Avatollah sent a message to the
oil workers of Iran: it is your
religious duty to strike .”

So, in the curious chemistry
of the Tranian crisis, oil and
(holy) water did mix,

Besides Tran's modal location

(Fred Halliday's phrase) ‘its tre-
mendous importance 5 based on

its status as oil producer and
supplier.’
Qil wealth had nourished the

Shah’s imperial visions and these
ideas, however distastefully gran-
diose they may have secmed to
some eyes in  Washington, could
be comfortably accommodated in
US grand design, and morc parti-
cularly in  the WMixon-Kissinger
Duocirine, itself a produet of the
defeat in Vietnam, a self-critical
reassessment of US power and its
limitations and an appreciation of
the necd for new itactics and ncw
‘security’ arrangements.

As Michael Tanizer a specia-
list writer on world petroleum
has remarked, oil, of all commo-
dities, is ‘*the supremely political
one™, It was the Shah’s weapon,
the manifest repository of his
power. How neatly the Ayatollah
and the opposition turned it
against him?

S. Korea
Private prosperity,
public discontent

he recent ‘elections' to the

Sowth Korean National Assem-
bly saw a protest vole against
President Park Chung Hee's eco-
nomic politics, says  Financial
Times (London) correspondent
Richard C. Hanson.

At the ourset Mr. Hanson ex-
plains that there are few features
of democracy in South Korea and
that South Koreans have only a
very limited democratic weapon
open to them since the National
Assembly is mostly powerless and
in any case the President personally
appoints 1/3rd of the 231 member
body. Furthermore like in Malay-
sian  ‘elections’ held earlier in
1978, the campaign issues were
severely restricted.  In South Korea
it is illegal to speak out against
the Constitution, the President
and ‘sensitive” governmental pali-
cies. This left ‘*economics in
command™ of the campaign issues.

In term of votes, President
Park's Democratic  Republican
Party (DRP) came in second place
while the opposition New Democ-
ratic Party (NDP) emcrged (irst.
This is said to be the first elect-
rorul setback suflered by President
Park since he came to power in
a4 US-backed military coup d'etat
in the ecarly 1960':, Diplomatic
observers feel that the sethack
mirrors widespread public antipathy
towards the present state of the
5. Korean economy.

The 8. Korean
conventionally portrayed as a
‘strong and steble” one, and a
model of what ean be achieved
by a policy of unbridled export-led

(Continued on page 24)
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KAMPUCHEA (1)

Background to Indo - China

conflict

By Amara Senanayake

t was hugely amusing to read

an ‘analysis® of the events in
Kampuchea featured recently ina
nationa! daily, which characteri-
sed the recent overthrow of the
Pol Pot regime as a *“‘Putsch.”
Lenin informs *us that the term
‘putsch’, in its scientific sense,
may be employed only when the
attempt at insurrection has revea.
led nothing but a circle of con-
spirators or stupid maniacs, and
has arcused no sympathy among
the masses ... Whoever calls ... a
rebellion a ‘putsch' is either a
hardened reactionary, or a doc-
trinaire hopelessly incapable of
envisaging a social revolution as
a living phenomenon.”

Lenin's devastating indictment
is altogether too harsh to be
levelled at our commentators wris
ting in the mainsiream media.
The problem I think, is not only
one of world outlook and class
standpoint, but even more impors
tantly one of methodology. Wes-
tern domination of the global
information structure  reinforces
cultural colonialism and intellec-
tual dependence in the periphery.
The cliches of the Western corre-
spondents trip off the typewriters
of their local mimics with areadi-
ness that would both amaze and
gratify their gurus. And so, we
read of a *‘putsch against Pot
Pot,” of “Vietnam's desire to have
a federation of Indo-Chinese sta-
tes,”” to *threats to peace and
stability in the ASEAN region,”
to *“the historical antagonism of
the Kampucheans for the Viet-
namese’* ete. eig ...... As Fr. Fran-
cois Houtart, (the renowned scho-
lar and Rector of Belgium’s pres-
tigious Catholic University at Lou-
vain) said in Colombo a few
months back, when Western na-
tions po to war it is presented

10

“In early September 1959, I left by plane [or Hanoi to attend
funeral ceremonies for the revered founder and leader of the Viet-
namese independence struggle. the
had deeply admired *Uncle’ Ho. He belonged not only to Vietnam,
but to Indo-Chima, to Asia, and even to the world, for he stood for
the rights of oppressed people everywhere; in the former
and for the blacks of the United States as well,
he was above all a fellow Asinn.

sihc the plane took off I thoupht how ironic and sad it
that my first visit should be occasioned by the death of my friend.
1 learned later that hardly had my plane left — right at the airport—
than Sirik Matak turned to his friends, of whom Lon Nel was ong,
and said that now was the perfect time to depose me.

“From sources in the United States T learned later that the CIA
had drawn up a directlve a montn earlier recommending suppori for
such @ coup which a CIA contact on Lon Nol's staff had promised
twould take plaze in the near future’. By
Hanol, the CIA had already assured Lon Mol of their support. Ti
remained only for Loa Nol and Sirik Matak to weork out the details
and agree on the timing. As part of this scemario, 1 was to be
assassinated if I hoppened to be in the country at the time."

— Prince Sihanouk — “MY WAR with the CIA™

“STHANOUK APPEALS FOR U. 8. HELP”

(Headline last week)
late President Ho Chl Minh. I

colonies,
For me, an Asian |

Wias

the time I ficw ol fo

(Pelican)

as a fight over rational ideas suchas
democracy, fascism etc; but when
non-white peoples fight, Western
ideclogy presents it to us as be-
ing rooled in some irrational his-
torical fear and ethnic antagonism
of & peculiarly un-W. A. 8. P.ish
character. It is a pity verging
on tragic irony that these value-
loaded analytical tools have been
accepted and utilized by our own
‘intellectuals’ seemingly oblivious
to the fact that these sell same
tools are in fact ideological wea-
pons wielded subtly against our
own peoples.

What took place?

What took place in Kampuchea?
The processes underway in the
politics of Kampuchea are in-
comprehensible if taken in isolation
from that country's social for-

mation. O course this is true
not only of Kampuchea, but of
all societies at any given time of
their evolution. Such is the mate-
rialist conception of history. Like-
wise, it is necessary to recognise
the relative autonomy of the poli-
tical factor even though it is
determined in the last instance
by the given socio-economic for-
mation. Such is the dialectical
method,

The impact of French imperia-
lism on the Asiatic mode of pro-
duction that predominated in pre-
colonial Kampuchea was signifi-
cantly less than the corresponding
impact it had on the feudal
siructures that prevailed in neigh-
bouring pre-colonial Vietnam. In
Kampuchea there was only a
peripheral  growth  of colonial
capitalism and consequently only a



miniscule proletariat. Pre- capita-
list relations of production pre-
dominate in the Kampuchean

social formation. The classic pro-
blem of how 1o establish and
ensure proletarian leadership, or
more correclly, hegemony within
the anti-imperialist revolutionary
process in a society where the
proletariat constitutes g numerically
small minority, was a problem
which confranted Kampuchean re-
volutionaries in an extreme form.
Under the guidance of the Third
International, this problem had by
and large been resolved in the
case of China and Vietnam,

The Chinese Revolution

As Jein Chesneaux notes in his
excellent book ‘Peasant Rebellions in
China-1949°, while there had
been very many unsucessful pea-
sant jacqeties over the centuries in
China, the victory of the Chinese
Revolution was ullimately deter-
minated by the Communist party’s
Success in  ensuring proletarian
leadership of the peasant maovye-
menl in terms of ideas, men and
siructures.  Having based itgelf
originally on the working class,
the Chinese Communist Party re.
tained its proletarian character
even alter it retreated 1o the
countryside following the defeat of
the urban insurrections in 1927,
by ensuring through ideologica)
struggle the hegemony of proletarian
consciousness within its ranks,

It may be said in retrospect that
Ho Chi Minh who headed the
Far East Secreturiat of the Comin-
tern, achieved this with an even
greaier degree of success than the
Chinese Marxist-Leninists. The
hegemony of the Proletariat  was
ensured in terms of ideology as
well as social composition in the
case of the Vietnamese Communist
Party. In this regard 1t is impor-
tant 1o recall that even when Ho
Chi Minh decided to change the
name of the Vietnam Communist
Party, the title he opted for was

that of the Vietnamese Workers
(Lao Dong) Party —this in a coun-
try with & predominantly peasant
Population (the party of Labour
of Albania is a similar case in
point),

As long as (the Kampuchean
revolutionaries werg incorporated
in  the JIndo-China Communist
Party, (linked to the Comintern)
under the leadership of Ho Cpj
Minh, the hegemony of proletarian
ideology within the Kampuchean
revolutionary process was ensured,
However, when the specificities
and the concrete conditions of the
national struggles in each of these
countries objectively necessitated
the dissolution of the Indo-China
Communist Party, this factor {i. e.
the Vietnamese Party’s guiding role)
began  to Jose ifs decisive -
fluence. In a series of internecine
conflicts and factignal sirugples
the Sorbonne-returned Khieu Sam-
Phan-leng Sary-Pol Pot Zroup paj-
ned the leadership of (he Kam-
puchean revolutionary movement,
Though highly dedicated revolutio.
naries  and militant anti-imperja-
lists, this group adopted the politico-
bhilosophical positions not so0 much
of the proletariat, but rather of
the petty-hourgeois peasantry, They
took up cudgels against imperialism
from the clags standpoint of the
noii-proletarian intermediate strata,
There were four main  factors
that led to this angd reinforeed i,

The objective factor

Firstly, the objective factor which
was the Kampuchean social for-
mation, the natyre of which we
have briefly dwelt upon  earljer
in this article, Such a social
milien inevitabiy ang Spontaneously
fenerates g hon-preoletarian peg-
sant  petty-hourgeois mentality
against which 5 relentless ideolo.-
gical-theoretieal strupple hag tg be
waged if it is to be prevented
fram becoming  the hegemonic
idealogy within the anti-imperja-
list ranks, Obviously, the Kampu-
chean revolutionaries were unahle
io sustain  (his struggle suceess.
fully,

_The other three factors will be
discussed in the next part of this
essay.

NEXT: Slno-Savigt schism,
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I Cinema

‘Ahasin polovata’ —

adultery
by Chandra Wijeratne

Acr]tic familiar with the history
of the Sinhala film and the
role that has bezen played in 1iis
development by Lester Pieris faces
a peculiar difficulty in speaking
about his more recent films. This
difficulty was clearly dramatised
during the showing of his newest
film, AHASIN POLOVATA. The
film is preceeded by a short
documentary on Rukmani Devi
including extracis from some of
her earliest films like BROKEN
PROMISE, KELA HANDA
DASCON etc, These extracts,
with their stagy sets, unbzlicvable
hamming, pedantic dialogue, arti-
ficial characters in artificial sito-
ations, demonstraled wvividly the
pibneering role played by Pieris
in rescuing the Sinhala film from
that abysmal situation and moving
it forward towards a more rea-
listic reflection of Sri Lanka and
its society. This is a historic task
that he performed from REKAWA
onwards, and most notably in
GAM PERALTYA.

Acknowledgement of this role
and the respect due to him should
not, however, inhibit us now
from looking critically at his more
recent film.

AHASIN POLOVATA i3 a
technically accomplished film, but
its skill is placed in the service
of a basically banal theme of love
and remorse among the bourgeoisie
of Sri Lanka, The story tells of
a8 doctor whose marriage to the
daughter of an equally affluent
feudal family ends in disaster
because of some doubts raised
in his mind regarding her fidelity
towards him. His doubts are
aroused when he sees photographs
showing her in the company of
another man, taken before her
marriage. He questions her, she
refuses to answer, and, as a result

12

s

imagined

. i ;
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Torty Ranasinghe and Vasanthie Chathurant,

A scene from ‘Ahasin polovara’

of this argument and conflict,
she has a miscarriage and dies,
He is overcome with remorse,

withdraws into a shell and nurses
his guilt, He is [inally pulled
back by the affection shown
towards him by his wile's vounger
sister.

The film is a detailed portrayal
of the anguish fzlt by the doctor
and the growing intimacy between

for the narration— a movement
to and fro in time in which most
of the story of the doctor and
his wife is narrated in flashback
and recollection, juxtaposed with
the growth wof his relationship with
the vounger sister. Even this,
however, cannot totally hide the
weaknesses of the story.

But what really characterises
the film is a basic refusal to look

Vittorio de Sica once said that the only

drama of the middle class is adultery; had

he known our middle class as depicted here,

he might have added that its greatest drama

is imagined

adultery.

sister-in-law. But,
viewing the film, one feels that
the basic situation is too slight
to bear the weight of the film.
It is probably because a chrono-
logical devclopment would have
exposed this deficiency that Lester
Pieris and his script-writer rtesort
to 4 very sophisticated framework

him and his

beyond the surface. The charac-
lers act in a certain way, but,
although some comments are made

on the inability of the two
protagonists to understand and
communicate in spite of their

affection for each other, it seems
never to occur to either the
director or the script-wriler to



ask why these characters behave
in that particular manner. Why
15 it they cannot communicate
with each other? Why do they
react emotionally Lo certain stimuli?
Why is he so short-tempered and
why cannot she be frank
with him? In short, how has the
consciousness that thsy demons-
irate in their attitudes and actions
been determined? To have asked
such a series of questions might
have shifted the film from being
a merely precious exercise in the
depiction of the superficialities
of emotion, to a searching exa-
mination of the realities of human
emotion in their social seiling
and a deeper analysis and ex-
posure of the bankruptcy of
bourgeois society in Sri Lanka.

The breakdown of relations
beiween husband and wife s
shown to us through two inci-

dents: he reprimands her for playing

the piano while he s reading
and he laughs at her hair-siyle
when she is ready to go oul
with her friends. These lead on

to the clima'ic questioning about
the photographs However heavily
they may be su rounded with an
artificial flamework of symbolism,
one refuses to give these incidents
the emotional weight they are
intended to carry —because they
are depicted ss incidents in them-
selves; they do not ever become
the surface demonstrations of an
underlying tension —because that

tension  which  underlies  all
marriage, and bourgeois marriags
in particular, is not within the

grasp of the film. Or to invert
this problem —if the Sri Lankan
bou-genis is so bound up with
the su face minutiae of life, should
not the sitpation lead to an
analysis (in the Film) of his class
background, his emotional imatu-
rity, and his sense of insecurity?

Vittorio de Sica once said that
the only drama of the middle
class is adultery; had he known
our middle class as depicted here,
he might have added that its
gratest drama is imagined adultery.

Lester Pieris knows the bourgeois
milien in Sri Lanka wvery well
but he does not use his knowledge

to sharpen our nnderstanding of
this class. Is it because he also
accepts their own valuation and
estimation of their worth? One
could contrast him with a film-
maker like Claude Chabrol whose
searching films of the French
bourgeoisie critically reveal, asit
were, the total  essence of
bourgeois life.

Final analysis

In the

understanding

absence
that

of any deep
could have

been obtained through the kind
of questioning indicated above,
Ahasin Polovata, is in the final

analysis, a trivial film and trivia-
lity is not what our most accom-
plished film maker should now
he giving us, though one might
say that, from DESA NISA
onwards, he has been doing
precisely that. One hopes that
with the projected film of Village
in the Jungle, he will find his
way back to meaningful realist
cinema, a cinema that depicts
not merely how things  happen,
but also why things happen in
the way they do.
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Movie maker vs the critics

by Gaminl Dissanaike

ln B recent interview wvouchsafed to a  Sip-
hala  film  weekly (‘Suratura,) Lester James
Peites lam:nied over the calibre of our film cri-
tics. Nowadays, he announced, the guys (not dolls)
who scribble about road accidents and parliamen-
tary affuirs have emerged as critics. Cun they
write anything meaningful about the cinema?

Mr. Peries was returning to a subject on which
he had chosen to pontificate from the pulpit of
the Catholic film seminar several months ago.
There, he had pronounced ex catliedra that & group
of ‘new Murxists’ was monopolising film criticism
(*Reds under the Bed' and all that) and judging
movies from a purely political standpoint. ~There-
upon, the “Daify News' columnist ‘Saturn’ came
into the controversy sideways and offered a striking
contrast in experiise belween an eminent band of
film critics of yester-vear and the present day
blurb-writers and scribblers. (it is pertinent to
note that in this distinguished group ‘Saturn’ in-
cluded both Mr. Reggie Siriwardena, the most
regular contributor to this magazine and the ex-
critic who now edits ‘Lanka Guardian')

Having given the reader this brief synopsis of
the debate, I must state at once that I have no
intention of waving a red rag at any Papal Bull,
A few words, however, on behall of our tribe.

There could be one or two critics who have
not dealt in the journalistic trivia that has earned
such scorn from the august Mr. Peries, winner of
s0 many awards, judge at so many festivals and
old pal of Lindsay Anderson.

A short step

To borrow a phrase from Mr. Gunadasa
Ama asckara, there may be critics who write only
on “profound human experiences’ such as the
sen'imental outpourings we find in *‘Agony’ columns
of the Sunday press, material very dear to the,
“meaningful cinema of the Lester Peries of ‘Aha-
sin Polowata'. From flonely hearts' to ‘lonely
artists” is but a short step for some eritics and
some artists.

Speaking for myself, however, I admit freely
that I have, as a journalist written about parlia-
mentary matters as well gs road accidents. [ feel
ceriain that the experience has sharpened both my
political awareness as wel] as my road sense. Al
least I am conscious of direction, of where artists
are poing, of vehicles of communication and why
casuilties take place.

Writing from the lobby has only strengthened
my beliel that the arts, particularly those addrss-
sed to mass audiences, cannot be divorced from
socicty and environment, both local and external,
The more one understands such phenomena, the
better one responds to the arls.
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If Mr. Peires has assumed that there has been
no ‘film culture’ in Sri Lanka, what about the
many publications, discussions and film socisties
whose ongoing work and commitment to the me-
dium that was seen and felt for the past 20years?
And hasn't Mr, Peries himself participated in these
activities at least a few times though invited many
times? And haven’t people like Siri Gunasinghe
and Mahagama Sekara, Dharmasena Pathiraja and
Vasantha Obeysekara atlempted to examine some
major social problems through their works? Taking
these three groups (including the critics) s a whole,
were they not responding to the ery of the Third
World in terms of cinema made loudly and con-
sistently by such artists like Pontecorvo, Solinas,
Ousmane, Mirdal Sen etc:?

And reverting to saccidents, I am now almost
sure that Lester himself is a ‘casualty’ of our
cinema and, considering his direction of develop-
ment after “‘Gam Peraliya' (1963) makes it fairly
clear that this film can be identified, in retrospect
as a ‘historical accident’ of the 5ri Lankan cinema.
To my mind, the strength of that film, though
romanticized, lies in the screen-play of Reggie
Siriwardena. Pitifully estranged from the massess,
part and parcel of the upper petit-bourgeoisie but
8 good technician, Lester makes films that reflect
and serve inlerests of his own social class. nega-
tive and defeatist in content and glossy in form.

The proper setting

His latest release “‘Ahasin Polowata’ (From
the Sky to the Earth' alias “White Flowers For
the Dead’) is a case in point. It also strikes
me that Cairo was the proper setting for this latest
award to Lester. This film is as much a betrayal
of Lester's talente as Sadat’s half a Nobel Prize
was a prize for his treachery to the Arab and
Palestinian cause,

When awarding the prize for “‘the best film
from the Third World” the judges said “for the
precision and realism with which this film has por-
irayed the social life in Sri Lanka ... »

A few words then about social reality and
art. Without philosophising one could say that
the reality of a thing embraces all its essential
aspects. If more of such aspects are identified
and known then mare of this reality can be gras-
ped. Soecial reality would concern the essentjal
features of an ever-changing society —— evolution
and revolution. For one to be fully conscious of
the nature of conflict in society and the relation-
ship between individual behaviour and social life,
and of the tensions and struggles which arise from
social inequalities is to comprehend social reality
at a higher level. This is the level of under-
standing of Tolstoy for instance, as Lenin obser-
ved.



It i not only that society is cleaved into
classes which are in constant conflict but the
struggle itself shapes social change and transfor-
mation. The artist who grasps this fact, iniellec-
tually or intuitively, approaches his malerial with
8 certain maturity. Whatever their medium, such
artists strive *'to crystallize mass consciousness,” as
Frantz Fanon put it. Lester Peries himself has on
occasion acknowledged this truth. But in his own
descent into crass sentimentality and romantic
triviality he has ignored social reality,

Title belied

And moving from the abstract to the concrete
or, rather to the earth as the tille of our film
in guestion suggesis, *“Ahasin Polowata® is based
on a weak novel by Eileen Siriwardena, The book
was (according to Lester) personally recommended
for a film by Dr. Ediriweera Sarachchandral The
film is about two middle-class families and, in
the main, aboul the personul experiences of Dr.
Sarath the protagonist. His wife dies giving birth
to their first child and he views their brief rela-
tionship in reirospect. He tries (o0 ses their
relationship in a better perspective. In the end he
takes his young sister-in-law for his secopd wife.
Here, the director is on his favourite ground and
as usual, tries to portray the whole silvation in
highly individualistic terms and siereotyped charac-
ters, completely ignoring the larger matrix of social
relaiionships, He has uprooted his characters from
social forces—they are like gossamer, eternally []pa-
ting in the sky and, despite the title of the film,
never come down to earth,

MNone of the main characters—Sarath, Yinitha,
Pushpa, Vijay or Emanis have been depicted as
creatures of their milieu. MNor is there any com-
plexity of feelings. What was the cause that hroke
down the marricd life of Vinitha and Saruth? Was
it over the huir-style or the former's teenage
relationship with her cousin Ravi who died long
ago? What prevented Vinitha from discussing that
episode frankly wih her husband? And, could
Sarath who loved ballroom dancing with his wife
and appreciated her pianoplaying, have so outra
8cously objected to her hair-siyle or her playing
his favourice melody? Was it because they were
so individualistic and the tragedy was a result of
‘fate’? Are we to take seriously the comments of
Emanis to his master that “though the Wijeratns
family is rich, they are bad zople; anyoie who
joins that household will be doomed”™? Or the
words of Vijay to his brother-in-law: “Vinitha was
trascible; vou never undersiond her**? It seems that
though both Sarath and Vijuy were medical men,
the former was blissfully oblivious of even  the
rudiments of psychology or psychosomatic mala-
dies! Funnily enough, Sarath who turnad the searhc-
light unto himself tries to redeem himself by tak-
ing his own sister-in-law’s hand. Yel, weare not
given a convincing reason for su-h a union, IF
Sarath and Vinitha represented the same social
group and yet headed for disaster, how could ano-

ther one be averted with his union with Pushpa?
And how on earth could the latter couple come
down to earth upless they commit ‘class suicide.

In. Amilcar Cabrals phrase and move onto higher
levels of understanding ?

_ The director who is both confused and con-
fusing is responsible for making a bewildering film
when one tries to relate it to society.

And how good is the film “even in terms of
bourgeois art? One could say that it is a welcome
sign to see a film dealing with an adult expe-
rience. But does the film strike you as an adult
experience? Where were the continuity, consistency
of character relationships, conflicts and dramatiza-
tion? (cf. Piyal and Nanda in “Gam Peraliya'®).
The late Rukmani Devi in a newspaper interview
told us that the trifles deserve great attention in
family life. Very true, But this film does not
offer any such *‘trifles” in a convincing manner
nor tell us why the candid communication batween
husband and wife ebbed away towards tragedy,

Lindsay Anderson had a positive viewpoint
when he tried to depict the sick-sociesty of his
own country in “If* and 0O Lucky Man' and
so did Louis Bunusl with his *The Discrect Charms
of the Bourgeois™. It is not unfair to compare
and contrast threc ‘international’ film makers, is
it?

The decline

And not even all those flowers (eclipsing the
Chelsea Flower Show that Her Mujesty graces every
year) that nearly swamp the film and the lyrical
photography of Donald Karunaratne could redeem
this weak movie. Acting talents were wasted,
Many camera angles were faithful plagiarisms taken
from the Western cinema. The music was sheer
cacophony. Editing was mediocre,

Summing up, “Ahasin Polowata” clearly re-
flects the decline of its maker and as one of our
tribe aptly puts it—it is “Kabeleng Lipata® (from
the [rying pan to the fire) for the Sri Lankan
cinema. I[n the movie Sarath's aunt (the lale Ruk-
mani Devi) reminds him of the line that he has
once inscribed in his prize-book to the effect that
he would never allow his mind to retreal into a
cave. Over the years, Lesier’s artistic imagination
and creative ability likewise seemed to have re-
tieated into a similar cave. Our tribe of new
crilics have made periodic atiempts to tempt Les-
ter James Peries out of his seclusion as a ‘lonely
artist’. However, it seems to have been a wasted
effort, Quite obviously, the best thing to do now
is to let him languish in his cave and rell-a-rock
over the enirancel
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l Symposium

Which way for the Left?

(7) Janatha Sangamaya

Janatha Sangamaya

(People's

League) was founded in

December, 1977 by a group of political activists who helped
to build the JVP. They were actively invelved in the 71

insurrection but broke away as a

result of debates and

criticisms that took place, especially, while in detention, on

JWP policies and programme.

The objective of the Janatha

Sangamaya Is to unite all revolutionary forces.

Premapala Hewabatage,
Executive Committee

tha Dissanayake of the

Patrick Fernando and Wasan-

talk with

Gamini Dissanzike of the *LANXA GUARDIAN'

O: When and why did you break
with Wijeweera and the JVP1

A: We left the JVP or were
made to leave. This happened
after the insurrection on various
occasions up to 1975. There was
no adopted procedure on. either
to join the IVP or to be expelled
from it. Some comrades, for in-
stance, the District Sceretary for
Kegalle, Sarath Wijesinghe died in
the struggle without knowing that
he had already been booted out
by Wijeweera from the IVP. How-
ever. the main causes for these
departures were (a) disagreement
with the theory, programme and
policy of the JVP as being un-
Marxist andfor incorrect, (b) disa-
grecment over the attitude of the
JVP leadership with regard to the
mistakes committed by the mowve-
ment, (c) refusal to accept the
attempt made by the leadership
to shirk the responsibility for the
struggle from the point of view
of a Marxist revolutionary and
(d) the anti-democratic procedure
adopted by the leadership in the
theoretical struggle against  the
article *Internationalism or Oppor-
tunism’ written by Wijeweera and
inflicted on the movement as its
official view.

a: Wiy did it rtake you so long
to realize these shortcomings of the
JVP? Surely, groups like Sanmuga-
thasan's, Keerthi Balasooriya's ** Kam-
kart Mawatha, . I. D. Dharma-
sekara, Gamini Yepa and others
made eritigues of the JVP pre-
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viously. Didn't these have

impact on you?

any

A: Well, the obvious and, of
course, the main reason for that
is our desficiency in grasping Mar-
xism-Leninism, iis organisational
methods as well as the class strug-
gle in our counlry. Onthe other
hand, we were not very alert to
the necessity to look at our own
work critically and struggle assi-
duously against our own mistakes.
The JVP atL that time did not
have such a style of work and
we doubt very much whether it
has remedied the deficiency. Even
with regard to the JVP iwself our
knowledge was deficient and the
majority of the comrades came
to realize the true nature of the
JVP only afier they were brought
together, from various paris of
the Island, to the prisons after
the April strugels. There, we had
the chance to exchange views and
information from all over. There
were many comrades who had al-
ready realized many shortcomings
and mistakes in the movement
but had stuck on in the hope that
they could successfully struggle
from within and rectify them. With
regard to critiques made by other
organisations, the training we got
from the IVP then, just as il is
now. madeus look at them with
hostility and thus prevented usfrom
fully appreciating even 1he wvalid
criticisms. Here we must mention
though, that some of their criti-
cisms were factually incorrect or
were malicious in content.

Q: Wonld it be correct fo say
that your organisation (3 more re-
presentative of the original JVP
than Wijeweera's party today?

A: Actually, the majority of the
old cadre is neither with Wije-
weera nor with us. However, the
majority of the old cadre with
revolutionary aspirations is closer
to us than Wijeweera's JVYP.

0Q: If this is so, why don’t you
call yourselves the JVP? We gather
that you once considered the idea
of calling yourselves the (Nava
(New) JVP" or the JVP (Marxisi—
Leninist). Why did you abandon the
idea?

A Adopting the JVP name, we
accepl, is an ecasy method of
profiting by the immense respect
that people have towards those
thousands of herces and heroines
who sacrificed their lives in the
struggle. It is also for Wijeweera
than for many a more devoted
and responsible comrade in the
movement to stake a claim in
this, since he was the most
popularised leader. He and his
group were never slow in cashing
in on this popularity. Actually,
they had already done it even
before the Janatha Sangamaya was
formed.

We were interested more in learn-
ing from and profiting by the
historical significance of the 71
struggle than in a cheap tug-of-war
over the name.

Q: Rohana Wijeweera has publicly
denounced  our organisation  as
comprising  “*Traitors” who fell
on their kness in fromt of Felix
Dias Bandaranaile and conspired
with the bourgeois stale apparatus
to destroy the JVP™ What is your
response?

A: Branding all, especially,other
organisations  with  revolutionary
inspiration and intent, blindly as
traitors and opportunists is a cheap
tactic Wijeweera adoepted always
to prevent his followers from be-
ing influenced by criticisms of
others whether valid or not. This
is his idea of theoretical struggle



and is the main form of such strug-
gle in the JVP even today.

‘We, of course, reject his charge
of being stooges of the govern-
ment who fell on our kness before
Felix etc; with the contempt it
deserves. Moreover, there are more
comrades with us than with Lim
who got far more severe punish-
ments (including 3 sentenced for
life) from Feliz’s infamous tribu-
nal. Notonly is there no person
with us who helped the state
apparatus in the CIC or other
cases, but also there aren't any
persons who involved themselves
in helping with the investigations
of the CID prior to or after the
Insurrection, On the other hand,
there are people, right st the top
of the JVP who even in 1970
weont from house to house with
the CID belrayinz comrades who
hid themselves in temples while
comrades gave up their lives in
the struggle and others who betra-
yed more than a hundred befare
g night ended, The best witness
against this base allegation would
be Wijewsera's own conscience if
hs has one that is, Let him
knock on his conscience,

O: You yourselves have publi-
shed a self-eriticism concerning the
evenls of 1g7r. fowever, your
position on_the current theory and
practice of the JVP isn’t that well
known. What s your position?

At The current theory of the
JVP, just as it was in the past,
is & hotch potch from wvarious
sources. At on2 time, Regis Deb-
ay and Che Guevara were the
main lending agents. Later on
Satre and Trotsky replaced them.
The whole unholy mixture is libe-
rally seasoned with quotations
from Marx, Eagels and Lenin
taken out of their context of
course, with both ends decapita-
ted in most instances and is then
presented as Marxism. Anything
15 acceptable so long as it helps
Wijewesra to extricate himself
from the theoretical or practical
problem he is faced with under
the circumstances. In order to get
the help of Mr. Bala Tampoe as
well as international publicity with
the help of the 4th International
the leaders while in prison and

during the CIJC trials espoused
Trotskyism. They even boasted
that the biggest branch of (e
4th International would be built
up in Sri Lanka., Onee out of
prison, however, though clinging
onte the main concepts of Trot-
skyism, they refuse to identify
themselves as Trotskyites and have
toned down their previous eriti-
cisms of USSR and Cuba. Right
about-turns and somersaults could
be expected in the future.

0Q: How do vour criticisms of
Wijeweera, the JVP and 1g7: dif-
fer from the eritigues made by other
groups?

A: We do not consider Wije-
weera as an ultra-special and in-
dispensable person. The JVP and
the '71 struggle we consider asa
creation of the youwth of this
country in search of a revolutionary
change in society. This strata in
turn was and is the creature of
the existing socio-economic condi-
tions, This progressive force should
be dieced correctly. Our  criti-
cisms too, would be walid only
if they serve this end. We do not
criticise personalities but rather
their policies and programme.
QOur policy with r-gard to critizisms
of other Left organisations toao,
ia the sam- W do not accept
that the "7l struzgle was initiaied
or directed by forsign powsrs.
Though reactiona y forces did pro-
fit by the deficiencies of the 7|
strugale, we cannot say that, that
alone is sufficient to brand the JVP
as a CIA agent etc;

0: What lkind f}fevaf;;n'm; wonld
You envisage within the JVP? Where
do you think the JVP is heading?

A: The intention of the present
leadership of the JVP is to come
to power by hook or by crook.
It is irrelevant whether it will be
through the parliament or hy an
armed struggle or even a coup.
They would modify thiir thenry
and tac'ics accordinglv. At pe-
sent, though they still talk of
revolution, their program of work

is wholly parliamentary. Their
manifesto i3 the best evidence
for this. It beurs no rolation

whatsoever to a programme of a
revolutionary party. [If the fond
dreams they have conjured up,

in gaining power through parlia-
mentary elections, especially among
the new cadre, are shatiered, i
would be quite natural for them
to lean towards an ultra-Lof ist
and adventurist conspiracy.

0: How do you explain  Wije
weera's huge popularity toduy in
conirast to the weakness of other
radical groups including your own?

A: The strength or weakne:s of
a political party or organisation
is not guaged solely by quantity
or current populari'y., A coirect
leadership and programme is @ lso
necessary, Tor qualitative deve-
lopment. In is true that the JVP
i3 at the moment, the mos popu-
lar out of the radical groups us
you name them. We would say
that this popularity is not due ta
the superiority in theory or pro-
gramme but rather to the super-
ficial activity of its cadre as well
as to the unscrupulous use of the
regard the people have itownrds
those who fought pallantly in *71.

Q: Why couldn’t the JVP arrive
at a correct line even after the
defeat of '7r? Revolutionary move-
menis have arrived at correct posi-
tions even after shattering d feats .

A: Revolutionary movements have
arrived at correct positions and
will ur ive at correct positions only
if, as Lenin says they accept ho-
nestly their mistakes uand short-
comings, search assidiously for the
causative agentsand remove them,
carefully investizating and evalua-
ting objectively one's own organi-
sation.  But the JVP leadership
after the set back in '71 did none
of these but tried safeguarding
one’s prestige and leadership.
Those who tricd to make an honest
appraisal of the situation or re-
quested one were ejther boycotted
or expelled.

0: What is your view of the
SLFF? Do you think it represems
the ‘‘progressive national  bour-
geoisie” and has a positive role
to play?

A: The SLFP originally tepre-
sented the interests of the national
bourgepisie which was in contra-
diction with imperialists and their

(Continued on page 23)
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| Literature

Fiction and the Marxist critic

by Reggie Siriwardena

n his book Tolstoy or Dostocvsky
(1959) George Steiner commen-
ted on the paradox that, while
the aristocratic Tolstoy had becn

honoured by the Soyiet regime
as ‘the mirror of the Russian
revolution', Dostoevsky, ‘the

injured and humbled artisan of
letters, the condemned radical and
survivor of Siberia, the man who

had becn familiar with every
species of economic and social
degradation, was posthumously

cxiled from the “homeland of the
proletariat’. Steiner was writing
in the shedow of the Stalin era,
when some of Dostoevsky's
books— The Devils, for instance—
were taboo because of his right-
wing political beliefs in his latter
years.

Things have changed since
then in the Soviet Union. What-
ever the restrictions on contem-
porary literature, the wraps are
off as far as the classic writers
of the 19th ceniury are concerned,
In anticipation of the 1981 cen-
tenary of Dostoevsky's death, the
Academy of Sciznces of the USSR
has been producing over the [ast
few wears a monumental thirty-
volume edition of his Complete
Works in Russian. When the
Russians honour one of their
great writers, they do him prond;
this edition includes -not only all
of Dostoevsky's novels and short

stories  (in a variorum texl) but
also the surviving manuscript
drafts and notebooks for the

novels, as well as articles, diaries
and letters— all accompanied by
editorial commentary and notes.
Mothing even remotely comparable
has been produced in  English
for, say, Dickens; and no student
of Dostoevsky will ever need
anything more by way of text,

But the ‘rehabilitation’ (so to
speak) of Dostoevsky’s fiction in
the Soviet Upion raises afresh
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the question of what meaning
bis work has for the contempo-
rary reader. Marxist criticism has
never been quite at home with
Dostoevsky— understandably, since
the novelist, in his years of
artistic maturity, was also, in his
public life, the champion of
Tsarism and the Orthodox Church.
Steiner draws attention to the
fact that George Lukaes, who
wrote voluminously and admiringly

on Tolstoy, devoled only one
‘indecisive and superficial’ essay
to Dostocvsky., The great 20th-

century vogue of Dostoevsky has
been in the West, where he has
been hailed as the explorer of
tragic and timeless realities of
existence, as the forerunner of
existentialism and the philosophy
of the absurd.

Yet, as 1
in this article,

shall try to show
Dostoevsky can
well be brought within  Lukacs's
concept of ‘critical realism® that
is, to quote Arnold Keitle’s
definition, ‘literature written in
the era of class society from a
point of view which is sufficiently
critical of class society to reveal
important truths about that society
and to contribute to the freeing
of the human consciousness from
the limitations which class society
has imposed on it.” If Lukacs

didn't see Dostoevsky in these
terms, it was, I think, for two
reasons: that he was, like most

Marxist critics, put off by Daosto-
evsky's reactionary political ideo-

logy, and that Lukacs's concep-
tion of ‘realism’ was too narrow
and mechanistic, Dostoevsky's

redlism jsn't of the photographic
kind: as he said in a famoups
letter to Strakhov, ‘I have my
own idea of reality in art; and
what most people will call almost
fanmtastic and an exceplion some-
times constitutes for me the very
essence of reality. The ordinariness
of events and the conventional

view of them is not realism in
mYy opinion but, indeed, the very
opposite of it.”

The question of the relation
between ideclegy and art which
has bedevilled much Marxist criti-
cism of literature is m large and
complex one to which no complete
answers can be offcred in a brief
article; but I would suggest that

in literature— at least,” in good
literature— ideclogy never exists,
as it were, in the raw. Tt is

incarnated, or modified, or some-
times even completely transformed,
in the writer's imaginative vision
of his world, which is the maode
through which creative literature
(as distinzt from intellectual dis-
course) communicates. And that
is why critics who read a novel
in the same way that they would
read a political treatise or a
political pamphlet are wrong.

cases of a false
ideclogy dirtorting the writer’s
vision (this, perhaps, is what
happens in Dostoevsky's  The
Devils). But there are also cases
where the artistic imagination
runs counter to the writer's ideo-
logical intention and corrects its
bias. In The Brothers Karamazov,
for instance, Dostoevsky no doubt
wanted the spiritual faith of
Alvosha and Father Zosima to
carry greatest weight in the novel,
but artistically it is the scepticism
and rebellion of Ivan that win
the day. (Dostoevsky in a letter
written afier his religious con-
version deseribed himsell a5 ‘a
child of the age, a child of dis-
beliel and doubt up to this time
and even— [ know this— to the
end of my life.)

There are

There 15 another fact that is
overlooked in simplified Marxist
approaches to literature— that
relationships of class and power
are not limited to the narrowly
political or economic sphere. Social



formations reflect themselves in
inter-personal, sexual and family
refations, and the characterisiic
strength of the great 19th-century
novelists, of whom Dostoevsky
is one, is in bringing together
the social and the personal.

Il we approach Dostoevsky with
these considerations in mind, we
shall find that there is an under-

lying unity in his work which
lranscends  the changes in his
beliefs. Whether early or late,

whether in his secular-radical or
his religious—conservative period,
his fiction is marked by the
recurrent  themes of power and
money.

In the first volume of Professor
Joseph  Frank’s projected four-
volume biography— Dostoevsky,
The Seeds of Revolt: 1821-1849—
thete is a story of Dostoevsky's
encounter, during his first journey
to St. Petersburg, with a govern-
ment couricr who beat his young
peasant coachman with his fist,
impelling the driver in turn to
lash the horses to a swifter gallop.
It is easy enough to relate the
young Dostoevsky’s moral nausea
at this sight to the impulses
which were to take him a few
years later into the radical sect
known as the Petrashevsky circle,
and ultimately to involvement in
the ill-conceived conspiracy that
led to his arrest and imprison ment,

But Dostoevsky was to remem-
ber and write about this incident

nearly forty years later, when
his political beliefs were very
different, and to imagine ‘the

young peasant, on returning o
his village, being ridiculed bacause
of his sore neck, and then beating
his wife to revenge his own
humiliation." This flash of insight
is in keeping with the way in
which Dostoevsky seces his world
in_his fiction— in terms of power-
relationships, And these relation-
ships of domination and sub-
mission are more than political:
they extend to the personal
relationships  between man  and
mun and batween man and woman.

What Dostoevsky the thinker
believed was that these sado-
masochistic elements (to use the

language of modern psychology)
were a permanent feature of human
nature. But we don't have to

accept this view in order to res-
pond to Dostoevsky the artist.
We are entitled to sec in his ait
a revelation (one of the most
perceptive in modern literature)
of the fact that, in a society
based on coercion and exploitation,
relationships at every level are
moulded in terms of power, and
that the serf in one relationship
might become the tyrant in another-
‘A base spirit which has emerged

from oppression,” wrote Dosto-
evsky of his character Opiskin
in Stepanchikove Village, ‘is itself

an oppressor.” But in his mature
work we see that not only base
spirits but even finer natures like
Nastasya Filippovna in The Idiot
can be distorted by being domi-
nated and exploited,

Behind the character-structures
of the people in Dostoevsky's
novels lies a society with a tra-
dition of serfdlom and bureau-
cratised autocracy. But, by the
mid-19th century, this society was
deeply permeated by capitalist
relations, and the reflection of
this social process can be found
in Dostoevsky’s intimate interest

in money and its power over
human beings. From his maiden
novel, Poor Folk, to his Jast

masterpicce, The Brothers Karama-
Z0V, mongy is a pervasive ruling
force in  his fiction; and the
attempt lo control other people’s
lives through money is seen in
his work as the greatest violation
of human integrity. When, in the

great scene that closes the [irs|
part of The Idiot, Nastasya
Filippovna taunts the pguests at

her birthday parly by casting a
hundred thousand roubles into
the fire, she is asserting her moral
independence against a world that
has reduced human relations to
the cash-nexus, that has trans-
formed human beings themselves
into a commodity,

Power and money— these re-
current  themes of Dostoeysky
are those which dominate the
mature fiction of the English
novelist from whom he learnt a
great deal— Dickens. Yet, to com-
pare their work is io realise that
the politically right-wing Dosto-
evsky was, in his art, a more
acate social critic than the popu-
list Dickens. (One recalls Engels's

(Conrimited o page 24)
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I Books

Politics and hunger

by lvan Ribeiro

Hew the Other Half Dies - The
Real Reasons for World Hunger by
Suson George. Penguin Books, Ltd.,
Middlesex, (U.K), (976, £1.

uring the last two years,

arpin stockpiling at:ained the
level of the 1960s. These stocks,
which are not considered by the
m in producing countries as reser-
ves but rather as surpluses, have
caused a significant fall in the
level of international prices. As
a result, the farmers in some of
those countries started to  reduce
their production, arguing that the
Frices are not remunerative; and
the Carter  Administration s
inclined, among other measures,
to return to the policy of ‘‘land
freeze' adopted until 1973. The
reader is certainly aware of the
meaning of this policy: to adept
a set of incentives and subsidies
to restrict the area sown to grain.

Meanwhile, according to FAO's
estimates, there were about 3500
million hungry and undernourished
people in 1970, and this pumber
is expecied to increase by nearly
two thirds by 1985. The compre-
hension of this paradoxical situa-
tion (grain surplus and deliberate
reduction of production versus
people starving) and the study of
the wavs to resolve it can be
considered crucial to our time.
Within this context, Susan Georpe's
book can be considered a valuable
contribution,

The avther argues that *“the
food crisis has too long been
presented as the result of namelcss
forces and. so to speak, in the
passive voice. Such and such
happens, this or that occurs, but
there are no living, visibl: actors
on the stape." George intends to
identify who (or what) is acting
and to name the names clearly,
havirg as premise that “‘famine,
hunger and poverty are not in-
evitable, but are caused by iden-
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tifiable forces within the province
of rational, human control."

Beyond the reach

With this aim, the author has
assembled a remarkable amount
of information and carried out a
penetrating analysis of the activi-
ties of some of the institutions
that are supposed to deal with
poverty and hunger in the world,
namely the Unitad Nations and
some of its agencies and the World
Bank. The author was also con-

cerned  with  the multinationals
dedicated to agribusiness and to
other subjects connected to the

prublem of hunger as, for exam-
ple, the population myth. tech-
nology and the green revolution.

George's analysis of the World
Bark is interesting and stimulating.
On the basis of & wery good
documentation, she analyses
whether the Bank can be con-
sidered ag a developer. She
demonstrates that the **bankable®
approach still  prevails as the
basic clement to determine the
effectiveness of a  project end
shows that the projects, as a rule,
still remain enclaves, whose effects
are beyond the reach of, and not
necesserily related to, the country
as a whole and to the rural poor
in particular, The way the Bank
deals with the problem of agra-
rian reform and its possible role
in improving the living conditions
of the peasants is a special point
of the author's focus,

Quoting some Bank documenis,
Georze shows how it recognition
of the fundamental role agrarian
reform can play in reducing poverty
and hunger in rural areas i3 not
accompanied by concrete support
and incentive. On the contrary,
she maintains that it has happened
that when a country. expanded
a process of agrarian  reform on
the hasis of a law passed in
Parliament  (Chile during the

Popular Unity Government), the
Bank decided to withdraw all
financial help to that country.

As regards FAQ, George studied
basically two aspects of its acti-
vities: the Industrial Cooperative
Programme (ICP) and the Invest-
ment Centre (mainly) the FAO
Bankers Programme). Her con-
clusions are very interesting, Acs
cording to her, FAQ, within the
whole UN system, is unigue in
its integration of both muliina-
tional industry and commercial
banks into its official structure.
After disclosing some positive and
negative as?{!tts of ICP, she asks
this

whether FAOQ activity s
really necessary  when there i=
another department in the Orga-

nization (the Agricultural Services
Division) capable of providing
assistance to developing countries
in search of food industries, Con-
cerning the FAQ Bankers Pro-
gramme (which includes Fifteen
mnjor Western banks), she criti-
cizes the prevalent *“bankable™
approach and the excessive place-
ment of loans to food-exporting
activities, disregarding production
for the local population.

Another interesting part of the
book is that dedicated to agri-
business. Atention is paid to how
the consumption habits, bolh in
developed and in developing coun-
tries, are influenced by the pro-
paganda of the big multinationals
acting in the sector. TIlHustrating
her reasoning with American agri-
business (where the headquarters
of the bigger agribusiness multi-
nalionals are located)., George
shows that food industries spend
maore on advertizsing and less on
research than any other indusiry
in the U, S. And with good rea-
gson: during 19230-70 milk con-
sumplion dropped by 20 percent,
while that of =oft drinks went
up by 79 percent. Fruits, vegeta-
bles and potatoes on  American
tables declined by more than 50
while junk foods enjoyed spee-
tacular gains: unenriched commer=
cial bakery products went up 67
perceni, polato crisps 85 percent,
ice-cream 29 percent and fruit



(ie., antificially flavoured) punch
no less than 750 percent. This is
what certain  nutritionists  call
“commerciogenic malnutrition,"
and the worse is that these con-
sumption habits do not remain
only in the U S.A., but are diss-
eminated by the agribusiness mul-
tinationals in developing coui-
trics, deteriorating their nutrition
patterns and living conditions still
more.

The real roots

George ends her book with two
chapters entitled respectively **What
can they do" and “What can I
do.” In the former (by *ihey"
she means those ill-defined groups
in positions of power who are
supposed 1o be able to alier the
status gue), the imporiance of
aliernative food sources, immediate
food aid, the quick implementa-
tion of a World Food Security
System, the creation of an early

warning sysiem and investment
in agricultural development (but
not following the ‘‘bankable’
appreach and not without actual
income equalization  effcels) is
stressed. Finally the importance
of land reform in the context

of planned action against depen-
dence in the developing countries
15 pointed out. In the next chapter,
attention is called to the need of
arganizing people at all possible
levels, with the aim of studying
the actual reasons and causes of
hunger in the world and, simul-
tancously, to carry out concrels
actions destined to overcome it.

These are, in synthesis, the
basic topics dealt with in this
well-documented, courazeous and
helpful book. It would not be
exagperated to say that it will
certainly help the reader to improve
his  knowledge of the real roots
of the misery and starvation that
affect hundreds of millions of
people in developing countries,

However, it iz necessary to
mention that the book was written
in a very personal and excessively

colloquial style that somchow
reduces its effectiveness. George
sometimes presents her reasoning

in a very linear way, hampering
a better understanding of the
issues  under consideratiop. This

happens, for instance, when she
considers the issue of iechnolo-
gical choice as being an option
between dependence and self-
reliance. Mo doubt, at a  higher
level of abstraction, this is a
correct assumption. In  certain
developing  countries,  however,
this issue i3 much more complex
than, for instance, a simple choice
beiween *‘techniques and  inputs
supplied by muliinationals and
consultanl companies or a strong
local artisan  sector 1o provide
farmers with adequate and imp-
roved tools,” as she puts it. The
appropriate decision depends here
upon the stage of economic deve-
lopment attained by the country
concerned and Lhe respective role
of agriculture in the national
economy (among other factors),
and these aspects should have been
mentioned,

Another point that warrants
some reservation is the aflirma-
tion that ome *‘should siudy the
tich and powerful, not the poor
and powerless,” & sentence that
the author considers as one of
the most important of the Jast
chapter.

Although the study of the rich
and powerful is a fundamental
aspect of the fight for changing
the situation of the poor and
powerless, it is also indispensable
to understand why it is so hard
for the poor, living in  miserable
conditions (and koowing it. as
George remurks), to mobiliz: thema
sclves and to unify their effurts

to change their status. This is a
permanent challenge for social
sciences  scholars  (without any

puternalistic bias) and for people
concerned wih changing society
everywhere in the world.

Brre_ak with tradit}on

‘Let's for ever remember our
comrades’

(0f wBdE omampedd)

A ‘Niyamuwa' Publication - Price:
Rs. 2/-.

he publication of a collection

of poems of this nature should
in itself be a unique event to us
in Sri Lanka. This anthology,
published under the auspices of
the J. V. P., contains twenty eight
short poems written by young
men who were incarcerated in
connection with the April 1971
nprising., It is not known as to
why the editor of this anthology
preferred that the authors of these
writings  should remain anony-
mous. However, this is not the
only reason why the cffect of
this colleciion of poems on the
reader tends to be lukewarm IF
one expects to find in this
anthology —and legitimately so—
an outburst of suppressed emo=
tions of sensilive young people
lkept behind bars, he would be
dizsappointed.

The poems appearing in this
collection do not depict cither
the hoarrors of prison life or the
pent up feelings of young indivi-
duzls in prison. Instead, we find
impressions  mostly about the

sufferings of those outside prison,
experienced  vicariously by those
inside, and, of course, poliiicul
harangues. The rtesult is thal the
emotive power which is essential
to any work of art is at a low levzl.

The editor in his preface in ro-
duces this collection of poems
as *‘the first step from our stance
to create a proletarian  lilerature
and art.” This raises an impor-
tant point. What really is meuanr
by “proletariun literature and art'?,
if there could be such a thing?
Neither the preface nor the porms
in this collection give us an
answer to this question.

The extent to which poetical
and even political consciousness
could have been engendered by
simply writing one’s own human
experiences appears to have heen
overiooked by the poets whose
works are found in this antho-
logy.

However, publications of this
nature serve an essenlial purpose
in that they break the traditional
and slavish attitudes adopied by
most of the recognised  writers,
It also encourases the eme:genice
of publications that would dis-
cover mew realities in the future.

— H. A. Senaviratne
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e
CHDO
Another deception

drowning man clutches at a

straw in the hope of saving
himself. Likewise the government,
which is slowly sinking in the
mire of the ‘frez economy' crea-
ted for it by the World Bank,
hopes to extricate itself by pitching
the prices ever high. To avoid
the wrath of the people at the
never ending spiralling of prices
the government is now trying to
blame thes cyclone relief for its
fiscal measures. The Government
is not strong enough to face the
truth. Its overwhelming five sixth
majority now trembles in the face
of an economic crisis. The fever
will begin to rise only later. The
biggest thing that the Govern-
ment has done in two budgets
is to smother the capitalist class
with rzliefs and privileges. To do

that they have had to put the
burdens on the poor. MNow the
Govarnment proposes to levy a

tax on the capitalist class, cffee-
tive only for 1979, to help cyelone
victims, but really as a diversionary

measure hoping the people will
forget the numerous concessions
given to the capitalist class. But

the tax the government hopes to

levy is oniy a drop In the ocean
and a complete deception of the
people. By limiting the tax 1o
1979 it exposes its hand even |

S E

Bus services destroyed
bus

rom next month private
owners will be able to run

services in competition with the

CTB, according to the Minister
of Transport. What the govern-
ment has done by this is to

permit the bus mudalalis to raise
their heads once more. There is
no doubt that the bus service
has gone to the dogs. [t was in
an effort to check this degena-
ration that the Government chapged
the CTB into and decentralised
the bus service. But that step
only increased the expenses of
the CTB. We are not convinced
that the Government took any
meaningful steps to prevent the
bus services degenerating and to
provide a decent bus service to
the public. If the Goyernment
says that it has worked to
disillusion the people of any faith
in nationalised ssrvices that we
can accept. By what is taking
place the Government seems to |
have clearly succesded in that.

Which wavy...
(Comtinued from poge 17)

lackeys. Consequently, after hav-
ing come to power, Someé pro-
gressed into the compradore capi-
talist class., There is a struggle
going on between these two inte-
rests for the control of the party.
Hence it is just as incorrect to
classify the SLFP with the UNP
as to expect the SLFP to provide
correct leadership to the anti-
imperialist struggle or to boost
it with the hope of manipulating
it for one’s own purposes later
on.

of Left

0: When you speak
LSSP,

Unity do you include the
CP and JVP?
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A: Yes, Tt is the crying need of

the day. Only those who are more
concerned with reaping the ulti-
mate glory of the struggle and |
who conduct the class strugele |
from the public plalforms only, |

Why CP...
(Continwed from page §)

relative influence with the ruling
coalition.

The CP (M) he said regarded both
as bourgeois parties based on the
landlord class and led by Indian
capitalists,

Answering several pointed ques-
tions on why the C. P. (M) helped
the Janata candidate, Mr. Kurian
explained: “*We made it absolutely
clear we are not in any alliance with
the Janata. But in politics, you
cannot stand aside. We who had
suffered so much at the hands of
Indira had to do our best at leasi to
reduce her majority. In other pla-
ces, we have contested them both
and won. We did excellently in
Tripura, and we can get some satis-
faction from the percentage polled
in West Bengal and Kerala.”

The Indian bourgeeisie is an ad-
vanced bourgeoisie, he said. That
is why there was resistance to In-
dira from both the Right, led by
J. P.’s campaign, and by the Left.
The issue was democratic rights.
The bourgecisie was divided on
what tactics to use in mecting the
Indian economic crisis of 1974-75,
itself conditioned by the world
economic crisis. Mrs. Gandhi chose
one way, hoping also to instal her-
self and her son in power for ever.

We must use this period when
there is division in the enemy’srank
to unite left forces and offer the
Indian people a credible, socialist
alternative — a genuine socialism
and not the rhetoric and politics of
camouflage of Indira. Meanwhile
Indira is back, and Sanjay is lying
low. We must thwart their efforts
at a eome-back and another ‘dark
period”.

cannot be aware ol this. Oppor-
tunism cannot be defrated by
ranting or mud-slinging or even
merely by theoretical struggle iso-
lated from practice. It is exposed
and defeated well and truly only
in united strugples against the
class enemy. 4

0: What is your position on the
struggle for Ealam.

A: We accept that the Tamils
here are entitled to ‘the right of
self determination as they are a
nation. But according to Lenin,
it becomes correct or wrong de-

pending on whether the proletarian
revolution bepefits from it or not.

Q: In brief, what is your nier-
national policy-line

A: Briefly, our international poli-
cy i3 based on proletarian Inter-
nationalization. We oppose both
American Imperialism and Soviet
Social Imperialism. We accept
that we are conlronted with pro-
blems today with respect to Chinese
foreign policy. On the whole we
are still studying it in the present
context,



[ People

The Mahaveli

l: is almost impossible to dam
the Mahaveli debate A Forth-
coming bosk will probably prove
ths most controversial of all. [ts’
title certainly i= provocative—
“The Truth about the Mahaveli®
The author’s qualifications are
impressive. Mr. Gamini Iriyagolle,
son of the late Mr. L M. R. A.
Iriyuvolle, Eduncation Minister in
the Dudley Sznanayake govern-
mznt (1965-70) joined the Civil
Service in ths late 19350°s and
served the provincial administra-
tion, the TLand Commissionei's
Departmeznt, the Ministry of Agri-
culture and the Indusicies Ministry.
Al one point in his career he
was directly involved in nego-
tiztions with the World Bank for aid
o the Mahaveli Diversion project,

For a long time now he has
been sceptical about many of the
plans  announced by successsive
governments and  the cheerful
claims made by experts.

As he says in hiz “Foreword”
be was asked to stop talking
and start wriling. The prodding
came from a critic he could not
ignore—his wifc—and the en-
couragement from raspected collea-
gucs. The book is dadicated to
two such colleagues, Neil Banda-
ranayake and Mervyn Perera, both
of whom died last year.

One of the chapters s
“Misleading the Public',

titled

Adventure unlimited

V. 5. C. Anandan was hitting the
headlines during the festive season
when he twisted himself once
again into the Guinness book of
recaords. Anandan has now lauun.
ched a Club, called the Adven-
turers, in order to encourage
daring young adventurers like him-
szlf, train and set international
records. He himself is working at
four new endurance records which
be hopes to attempt during the
coming Year. Among them is the
record for walking, now set at
314 miles, Also in his sights are
2 driving endurance and a cycling
endurance record,

debate

Cuban campanero

Fidel Castro oncs remarked that
Cuba is not only a Latin Ameri-
can nation, but also an Afro-
Lotin nation. MNowhere  is  this
reflected better than in Cuba's
music—that is, apart from her
forcign policy. Ceylonese youth
had a tasie of Cuba's Afro-Latin
music lust month when there were
several mestings commemorating
the twentieth anniversary of the
Cuban  Revolution. These wera
truly meetings with a differenca.
And what a difference! Apart from
the specches by the local politi-
cians (not always convincing in
their revolutionary fervour) the
rallies featured a visiting Cuban
music group, which ensured that
the evening ended with a bang,
In & masterly synthesis of tradi-
tlon and modernity, of nationa-
lism and internationalism, of beat
and ballad, the band provided
the audience with a succession
of songs which had the crowd
on its feet within minutes. In a
display of that rarest of commao-
dities i.e. ‘left unity', serious young
leftist from all ends of the ideo=
logical specirum  were swaying,
clapping and toe tapping to the
sizzling Afro—-Cuban rock rhythms.

The most popular personality
of the evening was undoubtedly
the band’s black drummer-cum-
lead wvoculist, a portly companero
who locked as if he could have
held off a South African armoured
column  single handed. To ihe
hug= delight of the packed crowd
two little Cuban children (one,
the son of the Ambassador) joined
the genial drummer in a spon-
taneous dance on-stage. The most
touching moment of the evening
however was a eoplful rendition
of the wellkhown ballad for
Commandante Che Guevara. The
performance at Colomba’s New
Town Hall was preceded and
followed hy other such perfor-
mances at somé&Vprovincial towns,
and built up tremendous goodwill
for Cuba among vyoung 3ri
Lankans,
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Private prosperity ...
{Continued from page g)

growth. However, Richard Hanson
reports that this policy has also
caused dangerously high inflation,
particularly in respect of food
prices and  housing. [Inflation
which was 10% in 1977 will be
169/ in 1979 while food prices
increased by over 22% in 1978,

The income gap between the
poorest  and  the well -to-do
ZAIRE

continues to widen at a higher
pace.
Inflation stems mainly from

two sources namely the domination
of the economy by monopolies
and oligapolies which fix prices
and secondly, a policy of libera-
lized imports. South Korea now
imports almost every food item
from red peppers to Swiss cheese
and U. S. biscuits which were pre-
viously absent from the market shel-
ves, writes correspondent Hanson. @

West pulls purse strings

Ovcr six months after French
and Belginn paratroops, using
American airplanes and  support
personnel successfully repelled a
guerilla invasion of the Shaba
province of southern Zaire, the
country’s economy has become
even more ensipved than ever,
to Western nations and institutions.
‘West pulls Zaire purse strings
until books are in oider® is the
caption of an article by Jim
Browning recenily featured in the
Christian Science Monitar,

Zaire is the world’s leading
exporter of the strategic metal
cobalt and is also a leading ex-

porter of copper. Despite this
abundance of natural and mineral

wealth, the dependent nature of |

the Zairean economy Vis-avis
the West has increasingly under-
developed the country. Thus,

Zaire is now more than US 3 3|

billion in debt to the IMF,
World Bank, private banks and
Weslern gevernments.

The Zairean government is now
trying to megoliate Yyet another
loan from the IMF before its
next meeting scheduled for march
*70.  Western creditor nations have
refused to grant further short term
aid unless the Zairean economic

Fiction and ...
(Continued from page 19)

preference  for the reactionary
Balzac over the progressive Zola.)

Even in his best novels, Little
Dorrit and Great Expectations,
Dickens ultimately evades the

implications of his social criticism
by escaping into the happy ending
which ensures hero and heroine
a personal fulfilment in isolation
from the rest of society: ‘They
went guietly down into the roaring
streets, inseparable and blessed...
‘In all the broad expanse of
tranquil light they showed to me,
I saw no shadow of another
parting from her.’

For Dostoevsky no such evasion

was  possible:  Myshkin  and
Rogozhin have to lie down al
the end beside the body of the

woman they have destroyed. The
difference is not merely in the
greater genius of Dostoevsky, but
also in the fact that the deepening
crisis of Russian society sharpened
his tragic insight and  his
apocalyptic vision.

system is ‘‘reformed" and there
is ‘tighter’ and more rationalised
management of the nations exten-
sive public expenditures, reports
Jim Browning.

RATMALANA.
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PEOPLE’S BANK: SRI LANKA’S DYNAMIC BANKER

Head Office: 75, Sir Chittampalam A, Gardiner Mawatha,
P. O. Box 728, Colombo 2, Sri Lanka, Telephone: 27841 —9
Foreign Branch : M. I. C. H. Building, Bristol Street, Colombe 1, 5ri Lanka.
CABLES : VIDESA BANK Telex: 1143




NO ONE FLIES TO
SINGAPORE SO OFTEN

Only SIA offers five
non-stop flights a week
from Colombo to
Singapore. With an
exclusive choice of ‘‘Jumbo”
or 707 Superjet services.
Depart Mon, Thu, Sat
at 12.30 pm, and arrive
6.15 pm. Or depart Wed,
Sun at 2.05 pm, and
arrive 7.50 pm.

All our services offer
convenient same-day
connections from Singapore
to Australia, and
overnight connections

10 the Orient.

Whichever flight you
choose, you’ll enjoy

a standard of inflight
service even other

airlines talk about.

And remember,

the drinks are on us.

COLOMBO-SINGAPORE
5 FLIGHTS WEEKLY

Call your Travel Agent or SIA Office: Tel: 24148, 24181, 21501; Lloyd’s Building,
I5 A Sir Baron )ayatilaka Mawatha, Colombo I.
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