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| Trends

A ‘professional’ at the top

The 'm' In Rasgputram is mislead-
ing said a senior introducing the
‘new boy' to the Common reom. He
Is not from the Peninsula, he added
without a trace of raclal prejudice...
only from Nugegoda.

Those were the days when Thur-
stan Read, both University and nelgh-
bouring Royal College, was largely
free of Sinhala-Tamil tensions and
the North-South dialogue was con-
ducted with Intellectual intensity but
no rancour,

Dr. W. Rasaputram, now appointed
Governor of the Central Bank, was
one of those Nugegoda bus/train
lads who made It to the top— Jike
Stanley Tillekeratne who became Spea-
ker, Arthur Basnayake who became
Ambassador, and Godfrey Gunatilleke,
who became Dr. Gamanl Corea's
deputy.

An old Anandian, he Jolned the
Bank In the early 50's ofter gelting
his PhD at Wisconsin.

He is the first **professional” to
make It to the top floor. His pre-
decessors were either outsiders or

come In at the floor below as
Deputy Governor.

Yal. I Mo. 2l March |, |979
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Race and class

Royal College which will be much
In the news this fortnight as the
centenary ‘Battle of the Blues' drows
near figured in parliament when the
contents sf the Temil Literary Asso-
clation magazine became the subject
of strong censure by a government
backbencher.  Now several Tamil
teachers have been punished and
the parents of moany students and
some students themselves grilled by
the police,

Reyal, the nursery of Colombo's
highly anglicised and fairly homo-
Eeneous elite, appeared untroubled
and untouched by racialism or racial
politics,  Are we seeing the first
fissures in the upper crust? Is race
Insidiously maving into crevices once
covered by class?

An upper class Tamil parent moaned:
“This kind of treatment may make
even our children politically minded
ltke the kids in the North.”

Singapore Connection

While Air Ceylon, the sick child
of Internatlonal  avigtlon, keeps

‘crashing’ Into the front pages, the
infant Alr Lanka's activities have
prompted an interesting reactlon from
Australia, The following comment
oppedred In the Mational Times,
Sydney,

““5r Lanka's recently re-established
airline, Alr Lanka, has chosen Singa-
pore Alrlines as its manoging agent
to help set up administration and
determine policy,

“This_ development puts paid to
Ideas Qantas and the Department
of Transport have been exploring
of using Colombo Instead of Singa-
pore as a refuelling stop on the
Kangaroo route, if Singapore denies
Qantas landing rights in retailation
for Australia’s new air fares policy
detrimentally aoffecting Singapore and
its airline."

“There is ne way now that Air
Lanka or its Government would allow
their airport to be used for retaiig-
tion ogainst Slngapore.”

Wall posters

Sri Lanka has no Chinese wall or
anything like the ‘democracy wall’

(Coutinued ah pape 20}



Letters

China’s

What is the non-alignment move-
ment going to do when a major
power which claims to be a great
supporter of non-alignment invades
a non—aligned country?

This is the issue facing all mem-
bers of the mevement. What is
the essence of non-alignment ! The
answer will be clear and cannot be
challenged. It is genuine national
independence. |f there s any
people in the world that has proved
their absolute commitment to this
ideal it is surely the VYietnamese
nation that has sacrificed so much
in fighting the Japanese, the
French and the Americans. The
modern history of the world has no
strongerand more shining example.
That is why all nations, specially
small nations, stood up and saluted
the Vietnamese for their courage
and patriotism a2nd seli-sacrifice.

MNow a nuclear power had invaded
a small neighbour. Thesame power
that talks so loudly about big
powet hegemonism and expansio-
nism and preaches sermons to the
non-aligned countries. Why have
the leaders of China who once
preached pancha-sila taken such
action ? Itis to teach a lesson to
Vietnam that it cannot follow its
own foreign policy, its ownindepen-
dent policies in relation to others.
Vietnam must get into the Chinese
orbit. Vietnam must follow the
dictates of China. VYietnam must
obey. Otherwise it will be puni-
shed,

MNow we know how much respect
China really has for the non-
alignment movement., Let those
who thought that China was a
true friend of non-alignment note
the conduct of China. Actions,
as a Chinese saying goes, speak
better than words. has no place
whatsoever in the non-alignment
movement as friend or supporter,

The non-alignment nations must
not remain passive, They must
act. The first responsibilicy is on
the Coordinating Bureau. Other-
wise a dangerous precedent will

2

aggression

be created. Also, great damage
will be done te the unicty and
strength of the movement and
also threaten the security of indi-
vidual members of the move-
ment.

Secondly, we should note that
Vietnam was so ravaged by 30
years of war that its economy
is in ruins. Genuine friends,
including Sri Lanka, were offering
help to this country. This eco-
nomic and financial assistance will
come to nothing if we do not
rise up in Vietnam's dnfence and
condemn in one voice the bullying
arrogance of the Chinese leaders,

Colombo - & H. Premadasa

The Tamil minority
problem

It is indeed heartening news
that at long last the TULF is
Just now interested in finding an
amicable solution to this vexed
problem, which has plagued the
development of our country, ever
since we achieved independence
in 1947,

This minority question began
with the B50-50 cry of G. G.
Ponnambalam, followed by the
demand for federation headed by
Chelvanayakam ending up with
the fight for division. It s good
to ponder as to why there has
been such an inordinate delay in
finding an amicable solution to
this problem, which was really
not there when we were under
the British.

At this juncture it is irrele-
vant to argue that the British
created this problem for us. Any
reference to the pre~inderpendencg
days will serve no wuseful pur-
pose. What we must all realise
is that the problem is there and
that we must tackle it and find
a lasting solution. Suffice it to
say that in the nation's fight
for Independence in the early
stages there was a high degree
of harmony between the Sinhala
and Tamil speaking communities.

| do not therefore think that
it is far from wrong to say the
problem as it stands today s
the creation of our own politi-
cians. During the last thirty years
it has assumed such formidable
and dangerous proportions, because
the political leaders of all parties
abused this apparent cleavage to
feather their own nests. This Is
not the time to talk of past
sins, If we are to make an
honest effort to usher in a free
and just society, It Is imperative
that we embark on this difficult
venture as a united nation.

There are, of course,
sides than one to this question
and it is therefore not so easy
to come to any settlement accep-
table to one and all, unless we
view It In the correct perspec-
tive. Language, religion and cul-
ture are not matters that should
cloud the issue. It (s, to my
mind a purely economic problem,
which has been aggravated by
other considerations not really

more

relevant to  the crux of the
question.
The time is therefore oppor-

tune for all our political, religious
and social leaders to discuss the
maccer fully at a Round Table
Conference In a very fr"lendl}r
atmosphere. There is no person

other than our present Presi-
dent himself whe should take
the initiative In the matter.
A foreign mediator will not be
necessary if we all decide to
view the problem impartially.
There Is no reason to doubt that
we are incapable of finding a
lasting soluzion to the problem

among ourselves. Pride and pre-
judice are the two things we
should avoid in a free and frank
discussion of this nature,

Kandy A. G, G. Perera

Movie maker vs critics

The article by Gamini Dissa-
naike entitled “*Movie maker vs
the critics’ In the jssue of

1.2.'79. is a scathing attack on
Lester James Peiris, internationafly

(Continmed on page 2g)



[ News background

After the boycotts

Youth, Rajadurai and TULF dilemma

r. Amirthalingam, the TULF
M leader, it was reported, saw
the President late last week to
discuss (a) university admissions
and the new quota system which
the TULF has described as dis-
criminatory and (b) the hardy
perennial of Tamil politics, colo-

nisation In the north,

On the same day, the TULF
Issued a statement in  which it
welcomed Mr. Desai's recent
offer to “mediate” on the grie-
vances of the Tamil people, if
invited, The TULF said it would
‘not stand In the way' if the
government took the initiative.

However tactfully worded the
statement did refer to *an amj-
cable solution” although it criti-
cised the UNP for not honouring
its own election pledge and
policy declaration about ‘an all-
party conference’,

Two other decisions of the TULF
highlight the growing dilemmas of
the leadership. (a) It took dis-
ciplinary action against Mr. C,
Rajadurai, a senior Eastern province
MP for appearing on the same
platform as the Prime Minister
and (b) decided to ‘re-organise'
its youth wing,

The TULF's boycott of the de-
bate on the latest amendment
to the constitution (an MP who
is expelled from a party will not
automatically lose his seat) put
the spotlight on Mr. Rajaduraj's
political future and the TULF's
own discomfiture., It had to take
notice of Mr. Rajadurai’s action
and the a decision which would
not have been palatable o gl
members, But it also had to take
note of its own rebellious youth
wing which has become increas-
ingly independent of the parent
body, if not downright defiant.

The TULF organisation or its
more activist hard—tore has tea-

med up with other orpanisations
far more radical and militant. It
is an ‘'alliance for action'.

“Let our [eaders talk or drag
their feet while we act . .'".
The mood of these youth groups
was summed up in this fashion
after the recent six-day boycott
of schools in the north and 2ast,
When it ended on February éth
two things were clear : {a) it
was a failure in the east  but
highly successful in the north (b)
it was organised without the back-
ing of the TULF and perhaps
even without the courtesy of a
‘by-your-leave’.

The boycott was supported,
according to the ‘Sun’ by about
150,000 students. The Educatian
Minister has now pardoned them.
But about 150 to 200 teachers
could lose their jobs.

The

‘protest’, mainly against
the new university admissions
scheme and  alleged delays n

repairing schools damaged by the

cyclone, was organised by several
groups, ranging from Kumar Pannam-
balam's ACTC to V. Ponnambalam's
Red Tamil movement. But they
played a peripheral role according
to observers in laffna. The ‘thrusc
came from the TULF's rebsl youth
wing and some new Tamil youth
organisations.

While the university quota
system remained the prihcipal
issuz, it Is interesting to note

that there were othar demands,
economic and political. One was
the rising cost of living, and the
other a demand to scrap the F.T.Z.

Informed observers of the Jaffna
scene note thac political activity
Is not only moving out of the
parliamentary arena but the moti-
vating ideas are becoming more
radical.

A new generation
youth seem to be contradicting
the conventional notion of the
docile or ‘tame’ Tamill g

of Tamil

Unrest in a new Campus

ln its issua of lanuary |, 1979,
the Lanka Guardian (Mo. 17)
featured an article captioned ‘Stu-
dents in sorrow or anger!’ which
focussed primarily on the deplora-
ble conditions prevailing at the
Dumbara Campus and predicted
that “trouble (was) brewing in
them thar hills", Hardly a2 month
had passed after our comment
when this prediction was borne
out in no unmistakable terms. A
student was taken ill, but there
were no medical facilities available
on  campus  and the authorities
instructed that he be taken to
the Katugastota hospital. At the
hospital however, they ware told
to seek treatment at the Health
Centre on Peradeniya campus. But

the medical facilities like the ljb-
rary facilities at Peradeniya have
been made unavailable to the
Dumbara Campus students by admi-
nistrative fiat. This was the [ast
straw. A spontaneous strike and
sit-in was staged with the students
finally threateing to fast to death
if their demands were not met,

The authorities both at Dumbara
and Colombo were deprived of
the opportunity of blaming “‘out-
side agitators'' and leftist Studants
Unions for the simple reason that
(as we pointed out in our earlier
comment) the only student union
permitted to function js that
which is affiliated to the UNP,
while the only outsiders (including
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Peradeniya students) permicted
entry are also UNPers. Thus, no
professorial panjandrum could say
thzt a “Miniscule Militant Minority”
was behind the unrest.

The situation at Polgolla s
doubly ironic since the campus
there was created precisely with
2 view co ‘'quarantine” Arts stu-
dents and iselate them from Pera-
deniya’s “politics’. Further-more
the autherities ecould not resort
to their customary strike-brea-
king tactic of closing the campus
and sending the students home
because Dumbara Is non-residen-
izl to start with, and students
are lodged at private homes.
Readers will note here that the
idea of non-residentlal campuses
was meant to be yet another de-
politising device which would pre-
vent the students from grouping
together and discussing “foreign
ideologies” after lectures!

According to the mainstream
mediz, the strike was settled with
the prempt intervention of the
Peradeniya Vice Chancellor, Dr.
B. L. Panditharatne who granted
a cash advance to the students.
The SLBC also informed us that
a top level committee had been
appointed to oversee the trans-
fermation of Polgolla into a fully-
fledged university campus.

The press made no mention of
the ugly incidents in which stu-
dents were set upon and beaten
up by outside youths. The ‘out-
siders’ were very probably villagers
akin to those who attacked stu-
dents at Vidyalankara (Kelaniya),
Celembo Campus (Reid Avenue)
and Heywood Institute of Fine
Arts  (Horten Flace) last year.
These villagers also pasted threat-
ening and obscene posters in the
environs of the campus. MNone of
the perpetrators of these deeds
of physical violence and intimida-
tion have bean apprehended by
the lccal constabulary, In charac-
teristic fashion however, 2& stu-
dents have been suspended by
the authorities! The enforced calm
that now prevails at ‘Dhul-—bara’

campus conceals the anger that
smoulders beneath.
At Peradeniya the highly res-

pected librarian of the campus is
said to be once again under
pressure.

4

Punishing Vietnam

here's almost total agreement

among US analysts that Mr.
Deng Kiaoping's recent visit is Mr.
Carter's finest foreign policy tri-
umph. During the visit, China's
Deputy Premier who is in effect the
country's Mo, |, impressed on his
hosts on the need *to teach the
Cubans some necessary lessons™,
¥hen he addressed the US press,
Mr. Deng called the WVietnamese
“the Cubans of the Orient",

Publicly at least the Americans
kept mum. Washington hardly
needs tuition or a refresher coursa
on that particular subject. Trade
embargos, economic boycotts, dip-
lomatic isoiation, invasion (Bay of
Pigs) and assassination plots ruwe
been part of America’s Cuba policy.

And on Viecnam, Chinese inten-
tions were no secret. As the 'NY
Times' reported US intelligence had
already noted that China had moved
10 to 12 divisions to the Vietnamese
border in pseparation for a massive
assaulc,

Mr. Henry Jackson, one of the
Senate's toughest ‘hawlks' (he re-
cently advocated a milltary pact
between Israel, Egypt and Saudj
Arabja to shore up US influence
after the lranian upheaval) was
frank enough to tell a ‘Washington
Post' correspondent “There is no
doubt in my mind after taiking wich
Deng that the Chinese are outto
bloedy the Vietnamese nose.. .. "

On his way back, Mr. Deng told
the Japanese Premier that Vietnam
had to be "“punishad’’.

Mayan Chanda, who has now
established an international repura-
ticn as one of the best area snecia-
lises, wrote in the FEER: ‘With
160,000 troops, 700 alrcraft and
enormous amounts of armour and
artillery assembled alons the border
with Vietnam, there was ample
evidence that Peking might well
be preparing to cranslate its threat
of teaching Vietnam a lesson inzo
action',

While it may be
know what lessons
China's other

too early to
Vietnam, or
neighbours will or

will not leern, India, China's most
pepulous neighbour has reacted to
the Chinese attack with “profound
shock”, if not open alarm. In what
was widely regarded as an Impor-
tant break-through in Sino-lndian
relations, Foraign Minister Vajpayee
was continuing  his  talks  with
Chinese leaders when the atrack
began. He promptly cut short his
visit.

Mr. Desai has repeatediy said thac
Sino-Indian friendship can ba resto-
red only after “oczcupied Indian
territories’” are returned. Both
President Reddy, in his address to
the Indian Parliament, and Prime
Minister Desai have called on China
to pull back Its forces from Vietnam.
while the US has called oa China to
do the same, with Vietnam withdra-
wing forces from Kampuchea.

Local reactions

Ever since Sri Lanka hecame
Chairman of the Non-alignad Con-
ference, Colombo has bszen consi-
dered an imteresting listening-post
by the major chancelloriesof the
world. Sri Lankan reactions to criti-
cal events are also studisd clossly
by the diplomatic commuaity.

Last we=K diplomats in Colombo
were taken by surprise when Mrs.
Bandaranalke responded with a
virtual *no commenc' on the Sino-
Vietnamese border war. She told
the ‘Daily MNews' that the matcer
will be disscussed at the next
meeting of the SLFP palitburo,

The SLFP has always been proud
(and rightly so) of its “‘dynamic
foreign policy’, and Mrs. Bandara-
naike herself has nevar bazn known
for her reticence in stating her
views on world events. Ila 1962,
she took the initiative in holding
the 6-pation Colombo conference
on, the Sino-Indian bordar eontlict.

“Mzny of us" sald an Asian
ambassador ‘‘expected the SLFP
to embarrass the government by
playing the ball into’ the UNP
court”. Another envoy observed

(Countinieed on page §)



Development

Mahaweli (2)

‘There is going to be a national disaster!

Gamini Irivagolle, son of the late LM.R.A.
Dudley Senaoayake Government
of 1965-70, joined the Civil Service in the late 1950's and
| served the provincial administration, the Land Commissioner’s
| Department, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of
directly
I with the World Bank for aid to the
‘ project. We reproduce excerpts from his

Education Minister in the

Industries., Hz was also

lication: *The truth about the Mahaweli.”’

Iriyagolie,

involved in nepotiations
Mahaweli Diversion
controversial pub-

here is an amazing miscon-

ception about the nature of
the decision to implement the
Master Plan and about the sub-
sequent studies now in progress.
Some persons at the highest
political level think that If the
technical feasibility of construc-
ting structurs such as dams is
established, that is adequate,
This is nonsense as these constl-
tute oniy (part of) the cost or
investment items of a project,
Before a decision te start work
can be taken, the authorities and
the country must know what
benefits by way of settlement
rand agriculture there would be.
These are still being debated
without data to base the debates
on. Even costs are not known
and there are no data to esti-
mate these either, It can be
proved that any body who has
claimed or claims otherwise
(except in respect of Stages |
and Il of Project I) Is Ignorant,
or reckless, or less than candid,
or all of these.

It might be technically possible
to build a dam |00 feat high
from Ward Place to Rosmead
Place, One should not undertake
it particularly ac public expense,
if one does not know if it would
be worthwhile doing so. Siml-
larly, though it may be possible
to construct a dam at Moragaha-
kanda or VYictoria or Randenigala

or Kotmale or Maduru Oya, what
benefits it would bring or what
harm It might cause will be un-

known till agriculturai  develop-
ment under Irrigation, and the
power generation aspects are
studied te acceptable faeasibility

levels. In the outline called cthe
Master Plan none of these things
is known.

On 25th MNovember 1978, in
the course of the debate on the
Second Reading of the Appro-
priation Bill (Budget) for 1979,
a2 member quite pertinently ques-
tioned the wisdom of starting
work before feasibility reports
are received, and asked whether
it was not more advisable to
wait for the feasibility reports
and then ‘on the basis of it
proceed in the matter of cons-
truction. Mo less a person that
the Prime Minister replied that
“we have decided on the Master
Plan" (i. e. the outline) “in regard
to the Mahaweli Project”. He
added, “although the reservoiris
planned and the feasibilicy report
is being prepared, you know whers
the reservoir s going to be.
So why not cut the canals?”

At what cost

One respectfully asks
te! To irrigate what
grow what crops, using what
quantities of water?". QOne also
asks with equal respect ‘At what
cost!" for nobody knows what all

Where
lands, to

— Gamini Iriyagolle

or any part of the Master Plan
ﬁqmpﬂmls would cost. The Prime

inister went on to say that tha
Master Plan indicates *“All this"
meaning the canals and the accass
roads to be constructed. It doas
not indicate any of thase. The
Finance Minister [ntervensd to say
that the feasibility reports awaiced
are “for the dam-what sort of
dam it should be, whether it should
be rock-filled or earch-filled
where it should be and the
geology of the dam". If feasibility
studies are going to be only for
dams, then the feasibility of the
total project would be unknown
l. e., no one could know whether
there is a worthwhile use for
the water impounded, There would
be Just no basis ‘to canstruct
the access roads, cut the canals,
construct the bridges, construct
the hospitals” which the Prime
Minister then announced would
be done oprior to feasibility
studies! Indeed nothing should
ever ba started if studiss are to
be for dam caonstruction only,
unless the the dam is for dafenca
purposes such as look outs for
an approaching enemy.

consultants now -
examining  possible agricultural
development to determine eco-
nomic feasibilicy, should be asked
to retire from the scens, and
local personnel now striving to
propose cropping patterns  with-
out adequate information on soils
or water use could be rested for
a while and given other work.
Though NEDECO (the Dutch con-
sultants) had “lictle time for ana-
lysis.. the findings so far indicate
a number of major deviations
from the original Master Plan
outline prepared by UNDP/FAD.
Firm conclusions therefore cannot
be drawn az yet...." How then
could any implemantation be con-

The foreign
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sidered or construction under-
taken at this stage!

Information lost

Even the authors of the Master
Plan referred to do not support
the brief given to the Prime
Minister, or to any other Minis-
ter, as they say, ‘“the feasibility
studies of the Second and Third
Phases of development should not
be initiated until the additional
information obtained In the course
of the First Phase developments,
and experimental research s

Local reactions...
{Continved from page &)

that in Delhi, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
had led a protest demonstration.

For its part, the UNP got off with
a glorious exhibition in non-com-
mittal non-alignment. ““We are
strictly non-allgned'' said the UNP's
brand new general secretary.

This is not the first time that the
UNP has had good reason to
chuckle over the SLFP's retreat into
studied silence. As Mr. Hameed
boasted in a recent interview, the
Foreign Ministry votes were passed
without a word of serious criticism
frem the opposition.

©On behalf of the TULF, Mr. M.
Sivasithamparam has ‘condemned’
the Chinese =2ction whatever the
scireumstances’ that may have led to
it, and called for a Chinese with-
drawal,

Vietnam was heayily supported
by the Left parties, with the excep-
tion of Mr. N. Sanmugathasan’s
Ceylon Communist Party which
chose to say nothing.

Mr. Bernard Soysa (LSSP) said
that the world revolutionary move-
ment had been stabbed in the back
and the glorious banner of the great
Chinese  revolution besmirchad.
The aggression, says the LSSP, Is an
attempt by China to restore the
hated Pol Pot regime.

The CPSL flings back the charge
of hegemonism and expansionism

6

avajlable'. These are of course,
not available. The maore recent
MEDECO study referred to says
sinformation avallable to the
UNDP/FAQ team was lost In the
course of time'.

The Prime Minister also saip
he knew *all this because | visited
the sites', With great respect,
the visit to the proposed sites
of even the FPrime Minister or
the President or Mr. McNamara
or Mr. Hopper will not indicate
what settlement, Infrastructure,

and sees it as part of China's ant!-l
Vietnam policy which began with
the cynical use of the Hua minorriy
to create trouble for thewar—ravaged |
nation. It also refers to a new
Peking-Washington-Tokyo axis.
|
Spezking for the JVP, Mr. Bopage |
denounced the ‘treacherous’ leader-
ship of China which was now
"Yankee—Sino alliance’.

While condemning the Chinese|
aggression and warning that the
situation could give ‘a licence to US|
imperiaiism’, Mr. Bala Tampoe,
E,RMP} added that even if the Pol
ot regime deserved to be ousted,
Vietnam had no right to invade|
Kampuchea, |

T. U's condemn :

At a meeting summonad by the
Sri Lanka Yietnam Friendship Asso-|
clation, representatives of the LSSP!
CP, and several major trade unjons
and public organisations passed a|
resolution which denounced the|
Chinese aggression, and declared
that this ‘wanton act' wasa viola- |
tion of the principles of praoletarian
internationalism and socialist frater- |
nicy. It called for an immediate
withdrawal of Chinese forces, and
compensation by the Chinese for |
the damage caused. Assoclated
with the Friendship League were
the C.F.L., C.F.T.U., United Libera-
tion of Labour, Communist Labour
Movement, Lanka General Services
Union, the Palathpalana Progressive
Employees Union, the Kandy Small|
Traders Association etc. |

agricultural develomment, channzl
systems should be undertaken or
what they would cost or what
good thay would do or whether
other aleernatives are preferable.

If the Government’s decision
is based on the idea that the
Master Plan (the outline) is an
implementational study, there is
going to be a national disaster,

Most expensive

Twao of the major and most
costly features of the “Master
Plan'' are the Minipe Left Bank

Canal (90 miles from Minipe to
Kandulla) and the Morthern Canal
(104 miles from Elahera to the
roposed Pali Aru Reserveir in
E{a\funi}ra District.) Water 1Is to
be pumped from the former to

the lacter canal. Somz of the
water irrigating lands  below
Kanagarayan Aru Reservoir in

Vavuniya and Jaffna Discricts would
hava come nearly 200 miles from
Minipe and all of thas water from
Moragahakanda would bz serving
only the Morthern Systems, at
some places over |50 miles from
the Reservoir.

A plan which thus proposes
high cost transbasin conyeyence
of surface irrigation water to

areas that its authors themselves
say have ample local ground water
sources Is Indeed a ‘‘Master Plan''.
One is at a loss what to «call
the decision to Implement It
especially when a parallel program
is already wunderway to exploit
ground water for agriculture In
the Morth and Morth-west,

If worlk Is commenced on it
as now proposed, an irreversible
commitment would have been
made to construct the [04 mile
Morthern Canal, B large new
reservoirs and the full develop-
ment of lands in Areas |, J, K L
and M, feasibility studies in res-
pect of which are not even con-
templated yer. It would also resulc
in the wonderful achievement of
supplying the most expensive
irrigation water in the world to
areas, the plentiful local ground
water supplies of which would
by then have been developed
separately under another project.



| People

Doyen of
newspapermen
Clarence Fernando is as much
an Institution in the local world §
of journalism as is the newspaper E
of which he is new the editor
The Ceylon Dally News. Clarrie as
he has been known to more
than one generation of news-

papermen, is undoubtedly the

doyen of our press corp.

When he left the Navy after
the war Clarrie signed up with
Lake House as shipping reporter.
In [953 he was part of the Lake
House team that covered the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth
Il. Described as one of the best

news editors Sri Lanka has known, |
many years as |

he served for
news editor on the Ceylon Observer
under Tarzi Yittachi. In 1960 he
was appointed Deputy Editor of
the Observer and acted many times
for Editor Denzil Peiris. Likewlise
he was Deputy Editor of the
Daily News until his retirement
in 1974,

Clarence Fernando is best known
as Sri Lanka's correspondent for
Reuters the British news agency.
His election as VYice President of
the Sri Lanka Foreign Correspon-
dent’s Association, underscores
this. He has been with Reuters
for nearly twenty years, and s
unofficial dean of the foreign
correspondents,

He was called out of retire-
ment to become the third editor
of the Daily News since the new
EOVErnment came to power,

Shaping non-
alignment

Yugoslavia mourned the death
of Edvard Kardelj who had often
been singled out as Tito's successor,
He was also Tite's closest asso-
ciate in shaping the independent
:md non-aligned policy of Yugas-
avia.

Yugoslav leader Yladimir Bakaric
paid a handsome ctribute to Kar-
delj at a recent commemoration
meeting in Belgrade:

“A  man of vision in respect
to peace and progress he was a

i

Clarence Fernando

realist in political activicy” Bakaric
said.

“He persisted in stressing the
universality of the principles of
active peaceful coexistence as an
indispensable factor in not only
ensuring world peace, but also
in development and growth to
socialism In the world",

Bakaric  strongly emphasized
Kardel['s “epoch-making contribu-
tion to development of the theory,
ideology and policy of non-align-
menc".

“He saw the movement of
non-alignment as not only one
of the most significant autono-

mous factors of international affairs
and cooperation, but even more—

as a form of pruFrEssi\'E social
economic, political and cultura
re—grouping and linking in the

present-day world".

“Kardelj saw the movement of
nen-alignment as one of che vical

components of mankind's social
transformation while warning about
the harmfulness of the attemprs
to divide this movement or
reduce it to someone's political
reserve’’, Bakaric stated.

The plight of the
boat people

The Boat People of Yaumati
in Hong Kong are a set of people
living on boats which they for-
merly used for fishing. These
boats are hardly more than 100
sq. feet. Yet they include all the
apartments of a house, These
pecple fell Inte such a situation
after the deterioration of the small-
scale fishing induscry. Many of
these boats are decaying fast and
it is quite common to see chil-
dren being drowned annually,
due to boats breaking and sinking.

They need immediate resettle-
ment, Since May 1977 there have
been constant requests for re-
settlement, But they yet have to
be resettled.

Sympathising with thelr plight
a group of 76 people, comprising
10 children, 48 women ane 18 man,
went to the Governor's House
with a petition requesting better
housing. On the way they were
arrested by the police and later
charged with “unlawful assembly.”
This group includes 6 students,
3 social workers, | medical doctor
and | Catholic priest,

Happy under
black Government

Masayoshi Ohira, newly elected
Prime Minister of lapan has been
identified as the first professing
Christian of his generation to

lead Japan. He is said to have
been converted as a high school
studenc and was a street corner

preacher before he turned politi-

cian. He shuns all alcoholic beve-
rages, a rarity among Japanese
politicians. With Southern Bap-

tist evangelical Jimmy Carter In
the White House, the two most
powerful market-economies are
headed by committed ' Christians.
(Continned on page z0)



| Horse racing

Bookies and big money

by Gamini Dissanaike

ln the early *70s there was news
in London of o *Punters (liller)
Syndicate” which had a zapital
of over £ 130,000 Jlosing every
penny of it on the horses. At
thz samctims, Fleet Street reported
a case of ‘tote-rigging' at Perth
in Scotland (at the course) where
bets were deliberately flooded on
a second or third ‘favourile' so
that the first favourite who won
that race returned a handsome
dividend on the ‘tote’ which
could otherwise have been very
short.

A few months later, the *News
of the World' exposed the ingenuity
of four youths (Greek, il I remem-
ber right) who crookedly won
over £ 18 grand on the afternoon
Dogs when the Flat Season was
in full swing. Their method was
daring but simple. One of them
was at the track and when the
dogs were ‘off’ and were on the
hometurn  (at the final bend), sent
a one-word message on the walki-
talkie containing the trap number
of the probable winner. His
colleague who wiited outside a
closeby bookie with other mem-
bers of the ganz had the bet
‘on’. The betiing office clerk who
was so busy with a major Flat
Meeting and at least two  other
meetings to attend to, did not
pay much heed to the greyhounds
and might not even have heard
the words *The hare is running!™
on the *Extel® when he was
supposed to close the betting on

that race. The wouth did not
have the luck always with the
betting = office employees  hut

managed to coliect about £ 18,000

nver o period of five moanths.
In the end. one of the boys
bragped about their spoils at a

pub and the story leaked to the
press,

A few months laler, the *Mirror®
reporied another revealing story.
A pretty woman af a race course

b

was accosted by an amorous
book-maker with a how-about-
it wink and asked her if she was
winning. When she said ‘No’® he
asked her softly if she would
like a 33/l winner in the mnext
race. Mot intercsted, she returned
a firm *NO' and walked away
but to her awe, the very mnext
race was in fact, won by a 33/1
rank outsider!

the TV, an

Many a lime on
would notice

observant  viewer
jockeys not doing enough on
their mounts—a perennial  dirty
thing euphemistically called bad

Some striking examples of such
exploitation were revealed, the
reader might recall, in his review
of Susan George’s book *How the
Other Half Dies® by Ivan Ribeiro
(LG Feb. 1st). The book itself
i5 sold in Colombo for Rs. 39.90
but the less affluent reader who
is unable to buy the book will
have a first hand experience of
what it is all about if he goes
for a packet of ‘Nespray’, for
instance, at Rs 13.40.

In England, I believe still, the
weekly wages are paid on Thursday
and the bulk of the employed

“Like all other industries, racing in capitalist
countries is a subtly organised one, where the

average punter is_e:sp_lt}iteﬂ for the benefit of

a privileged few.”

riding, bad timing, holding up &
wee-bit late etc: of course, there
are Stewsrds Inquiries but they
do not award a race to a losing
favourite unless it has been obs-
tructed in the final stage or some

such thing.
From the foresoing it should
be fairly clear that rucing, for

the most part, is a mug's game,
If the form horses win that much
the bookies will never make
billions as they have been doing
every year. And the punters who
‘win®. in fact, are not the day-
to-day small-timers but ‘sharks’
who are informed of ‘coups’ and
wait for other ‘good things' fo
lay out at least a few thousands
af a time. ‘Infallible® Mezthod
Makers such az the much adver-
tised Bob Duawson and his Dawson
System, the Timsform Phone
Service and the like are good
only for thoss with a largebank
balance who could afford to
sustain a long losing sequence.

Like all other industries, Racing
in capitalist countries is a subtly
organised  industry  where  the
average punter is quictly exploited
for the benefit of a privileged few.

arc weckly paid. One could see
that the media, especially, the TV
would be oriented to major
commercial ventures from Thursday
to Saturday. To cite just one
example, however moch one wanted
to be in one’s digs on a Thurs-
day evening, after secing the ‘Top
of the Pops' on BBC I around
7.30 (and after supper), the tempt-
ation to be out at the jigs or
Disco would be irresistible.

And when it came to racing,
one could bet one's life that if
the bookies failed to Dbeat wyou
on Thursday or Friday, they
would certainly do you on Saturday
or vice-versa. The reporters who
do the ITV 7 or the BBC Qui-
nella would weleome you with an
accomodating smile, tipping their
hats to you, to the TV races
and would tempt you with their
hot-tips  that hardly come up.
On an averape, the odds against
cracking the jackpot of the 1TV
7 whieh is over £40000 for a
stake of 20 pence unit, would be
at least 7 millien to 1. And
in the weekly Football Pools,
one's chances of prediciing 8 score
draws out of a card of about 50
games would be a fantastic 20



million to 1 chaoce. Yet the
masses keep on trying, never giving
up but the bhalance sheets of
Lutlewoods or Vernons like those
of Ladbrokes or Hills vear after
year would be phenomenal enough
to give you heart attacks andjor
stomach ulcers.

On the turf, Monday is
rally called the Favourites Day,
naturally, but not so really as
many punters will tefll you. But
one thing is sure. If the bookies
allow you to win the first, second
or even the fourth race they would
still be laughing because at the
end of the meeting both your
winnings and what was originally
in your wallet generally would be
in their tills. On the other hand,
if the favourites were losing the
majority of races on a card and
if it comes up in the last race,
the bookies would suddenly turn
Good Samaritans and would give
you a fuirly reasonable dividend—
2 bonus that would make up for
vour bus or tube fare, a pint of
‘bitter’  (Guinness is  especially
recommended for your health) and
for your prayers top, as most of
these so-called pluralisi-demoera-
cies are supposed to be Dharmista
Societies.

Coming back to things mnearer
home, one could increasingly
discern almost all the symptoms
of capitalist systems—fram racing,
blue films, junkics to exlusive
Key Clubs i.e, organissd wife-
swapping that is engulfing our
middle class etc; ete—in full blaom
in our local scene.

A few weeks ago, we read about
& leading politico lamenting over
the incidence of alcoholism at a
prize-giving in a Dhamma School,
In the year 1978, our people have
drunk to a tune of Rs 4 billion
Maturally, a pgreat number of
punters should be in that group
among the millions whe drink to
escape from the frustrations and
oppression generated by the eco-
nomic system of their society.

In Part I of this article (LG
Feb. 1st) we pointed out that
some of the major book-makers
were trying to levy the BTT of
10% on the bets from the punter
and how a minor concession like
payment of 1/} place odds was
conceded by them, We also hinted

getie-

that even this kind gesture might
be withdrawn if the punters’ luck
changed, even for a while. At the
time of writing, informed circles
are of the opinion that the book-
makers have had a pow-wow
recenlly and are seriously thinking
of stopping the publication of the
English Dogs Meeting—a practice
generally done when racing is
affected by adverse weather as
our punters have been winning
on these cards; which is probable
as the chances of winning on the
Dogs are relatively more favourable
than on the horses. The minor
concession the bookies have made
secm to boomerang on  them.
For, while the British punters try
to pick both the winner and the
runner up in that order to Foreast
on the Tote in each greyhound
race, our punters bet on them as
they do the horses which give
them in this case, a 4 to 1 winning
chance in every dog race as
opposed to the Rritish punter
who only get a 30 to | winning
chance for his method in a reverse
combinalion.

However, while a Big Bookie
keeps on insisting that the tax
should be paid by the punter
with his wager, some others have
relented even afier allowing the
minor concession. For example,
while both the Mo 2 Man and
the No 4 Man have announced
that they would levy the tax only
on bets of over Rs 100 (in this
case the tax is deducted from the
winnings only) an up-and-coming
fellow does not charge the tax
al all on the punter—win or
lose. This division among the
bookies has substantially reduced
the collections of the Big Man.

According to well informed
punters, the average collections
by the bookies is around Rs 15
lakhs a day and shoots up to
over 20 on a good Saturday.

The Big Man still collects about
6 lakhs a day while his two main
rivals in the city get 51/2 Ilakhs
between them. And the two leading
outstalion  bookies (one in the
hill-country and the other operatling
from down-South) collect 31/2
and 1% and 14 respectively. There
are about 50 other minor book-
makers scattered in the country
whose daily swoop is around5 lakhs

What the punters fear most
now is that in their coveted Flat
Season in late March their dreams
of winning may well wither away
if the loecal bookies decide 1o
call it a day over their continuing
feud on the manner of levying

the tax fiom the punter, Said
one punter to this journal last
week, “*Our bookies have made

their lortuges that
last them and their generntions
for at least sewveral centuries,
They have alwayvs been their own
masters — because of their wealih
and political inlluence —and have
always been  dictating terms to
us. Even now they sell you the
race sheet but continue to give
you wrong and or inadequate
information about the sport with
impunity. Only big time punters
with strong political support dare
to import material on racing.
The bookmakers could easily
publish detailed past results, speed,
figures, noted in the running,
market signals ete of every meeting
after sbout 4 days but they
won't. Because they are so wicked
they are mortally scared of their
clienis, They get all the latest
material on racing but give you
some bits of iaformation once
they are outdated. Even here,
nearly all of them give you the
same dated information though
they publish their Racing Sheets
separately. This is organised ex-
ploitation at its dirtiest. If the
Government  so  desires it ecan
intervene for fair-play...”

“'There are about 25,000 people
working for the bookies today.”
said one betting office clerk.
“They get a daily wage from
Rs 10-20 on a casual basis and
nothing more. What beats us
is that if the workers of the
Distilleries, Breweries and  the
Mational Lotteries Board are en-
titled to EPF and other benefits
why not us? After all, how could
racing be any worse than drinking
or buyving Lottery tickets printed
at the Govt Press? They beg for
donations for Cvelone relief and
what not. So why not collect
the BTT from Racing for deve-
lopment purposes? One ta two
lakhs of rupees a day to the
Treasury is not peanuts, is 1t?
But let the punters pet a fair
dealas the monies come fromthem."*

would easily
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I International news

IRAN  (5)

Where the money went

by Mervyn de Silva

he oil wealth was seen by the

Shah and his technocrals,
mainly from the Harvard Business
School, Princeton and UK universiti-
es (the counterpart of General Su-
harto’s Berkeley Mafia) as a potent,
divinely ordained injection for what
the Financial Times called *“‘the
unabashed capitalism™ that led “to
the political revolution today’.
With the quantum leap in ail
revenues, a self-confident Shah
announced his “Fifth Five Year
Plan' which would give Iran the
infrastructure and ihe industrial
base from which the Shah's impe-
rial visions of big power status
could *““takeoff”. Instead it spaw-
ned inflation, and high-level cor-
ruption on a scale that is mind=
boggling.

For the Western arms suppliers,
exporters, bankers and brokers it
was the *“*golden age”. A top US
official was reported last week to
have described it as ‘gold rush
mentality’. More so than Saudi
Arabia or the Gulf, Iran was the
new Eldorado. It was all part
of course of the re-cycling exer-
cise, sucking back the petro-
dollars.

Voluminous statistics are now
freely available but we might select
a few merely to give the reader
a ‘feel’ of what was happening
in Iran these past few jears.
These will illustrate the ‘“‘menta-
lity"", give an idea of the new
atmosphere and environment, and
its social and economic conse-
quences.

i) Iran became the world’s hig-
gest buyer of arms. The US alone
had a 12 billion dollar agree-
ment, and nearly 10 billion is still
in the pipeline. The US was sell-
ing sophisticated weaponry which
had not yet reached the US forces,
The contract included 160 F-13
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and F-14s, Boeing Airborne war-
ning systems. destroyers and sub-
marines, Bzll helicopters, and other
expensive hardware for the Army
and Navy.

For Dupont, TTT, General Dy-
namics, Bell, General Motors,
Textron and other US giants it
was the greatest bonansa of the
decade. Correspondent  Stewart
Fleming notes & salient point.
These US companies opened 300
sales offices in Iran in 2 years
and yet not more than two dozen
were actually manufacturing any-
thing locally.

How did it all add up? The
US imporis 5 percent of its oil
from Iran. Iranian imports re-
present two and a half percent of
total US exports in 1978 and this
gives the 1IUS a favourable trade
balance of over 800 million dollars.

It also gave high-income jobs
to over 40,000 TS  executives.
(The number excludes dinlomats,
military advisers etc). This 40,000
is part of the 100,000 expatriates
who swarmed Tehran sending
rents sky-rocketting, While an
Tranian doctor, professor or civil
servant (who didn't take bribes)
was gradually pushed out of his
own city and forced to find ac-
commedation in the cheaper,
dirtier part of an increasingly
ugly swollen megalopolis, the expai-
riale community created a life-
style which the affluent Tranians
(those connected to the Imperial
court, the businessmen and con-
tractors using political influence
for grabbing easy-moncy contracts,
shamelessly corrupt officials, the

upper echelons of the security
forces) imitated with disgusting
fluency.

(ii) Tranian money was keeping
the western arms industry, fac-
tories and plants going. The

West Germans had
their own initiative a ban of
sorts on arms sales. But economic
need (kecping German Jabour
employed) the lure of the fast buck
and envy of trading rivals (Japan,
UK, US, France) made Boon
change that policy. Herr Genscher,
the German Minister, justilied the
change with a statement that he
must now ponder ruefully, Tran,
he said, was ‘'‘no longer an area
of tension™.

A Kiel firm promplly got itself
an order for 6 diesel electric
submarines worth over a billion,
D. M. The Chairman of the firm
Howalats Deutsche Werft said that
but for this contract he would
have a lay off 1,500 workers.

The 5th Five Year Plan produced
an astounding array of ‘white
elephants’, an obvious example
being 4 nuclear power sistions cos-
ting 12 billion D. M. For the
first part of this job, ihe German
firm, Kraftwerk Union brought
in a staff of 3000. The end result?
Iran is West Germany's biggest
oil supplier. In the first six months
of 1978, Germany had a trade
surplus of 500 million D. M.

(iti) The International Military
Services the contracting agency of
the UK government for arms, had
signed agreements totalling 700
million pounds. This included a
Rapier anti-aircraft missile system
costing 400 million pounds. Another
hig sale was 2,400 Chieftain tanks.
All the big UK companies, I1CL,
Cemenlation, Levlands etc won
huge contracts, one of the most
interesting  going to  Armitage
Shanks, world famous for its toilets!

(ivi A Cadillac Seville which
sold for 12.000 dollsrs in the TS

imposed on

fetched 37000 TS dollars in
Tehrap. Meanwhile in  Isfahan,
Prince Ghulam Reza, the Shah's



brother who owned the best property |

there, told middlz-class motorists
complaining of the traffic that
they should learn to travel in
their own light planes,

Investors and insurance brokers,

banks, joint wventures, export
orders, high-living expatriates —
this became the pattern of life

at the top. the tone set by those
who had made their millions.

OF the four major [ranian banks,
one was run by the Pahlevi
Foundation (the Shah's family) and
another by the Army Pension
Fund.

Dualism

Using the cily of Manila as a
vivid illustration of certain cha-
racteristic problems which arise
from the kind of ‘development’
I was writing about, Professor
Espiritu used the term “‘econc-
mic dualism’. It found a striking

symbol in the grotesque contrast ;
between the plush homes of
Makati, a little bit of Miami.

and the dirty shacks of Magsaysay
village, less than a mile away.

The city of Teheran projects
an even more dramatic image
of the same situation.

But the preferred pattern of
development results not merely
in purely economic problems, It
leacs to some easily recognisable
social ravages, problems which are
best described as ‘Gcultural®, In
fact Prof. Fouad Ajami chooses
the term ‘cultural dualism® to
point to one of the major causcs
of the Iranian upheaval, He says
“the risk of acute cultural duz-
lism is inherent in all strategies
of accelerated development™
Although we need not share, for
the reasons 1 have stated earlier,
his view on ‘accelerated develop-
ment®, his description is particularly
apt. He speaks of the split bet-
ween the ‘official culture’ and
the ‘culture of the people', the
anger and the confusions accumu-
lating beneath the glitter and the
grand illusions of power.

| Religion

Asian Theology : Irrelevant or Irreverent ?

Revolutionary challenge of

Christianity

by layantha Somasunderam

t first glance the Christian

Churches and Christian theo-
logy seem to be far removed from
the on-going struggle in the Third
World for social and economic
emancipation, The Churches have
always been identified with avari-
cious materialism and their theo-
logy preoccupied with abstract
spiritualism. Yet, in our day, we
seem to be witnessing a wvallant
attempt by some sections of the
Church, to erase this debilitating
image and come out strongly on
the side of the underprivilleged
and their needs.

For a ceniury the Church has
been polarised between an ortho-
dox segment that has opted for
scriptural fundamentalism and a
liberal segment that has compromi-
sed with the fast—changing world

Havln% scuttled their own falth,
the liberals found  refuge in
a social pgospel that has kept

coming out with heroic ucterances.
But their activity has been as
their faith, And ‘their impact on
the enormous problems that con-
front backward societies like our
own, has been unimpressive,

In contrast, those who kept the
faith, have matured in time into
Christians who have arrived at
a balanced  perspective, giving
proper and practical emphasis to
social action. The work of the
Salvation Army needs no intro-
duction, nor does the role ofa
man like Kier Hardy of the Bri-
tish Labour Party.

All of this, however, was taking
place in the Protestant Churches,
which by their very nature. were
more open to change and reform,
But the Romen Church held tight
Lo its conservatism and reaction,
right into our generation. The
creative work of Social Cathelicism

among lrish-American labour was
smothered by the overpowering
Image of the monolithie Roman
Church.

Crisis

The crisis in theology as far

as the social imperative was con-
cerned, arose because madern
ecciesiastics could not perceive a
roie for the church in contem-
porary soclecy. Yet the Church
has been the greatest instrument
for historical change, It was the
impact of the Roman Church and
her saints that fashioned modern
Europe, they were the prime
conductors of a civilisatlon  that
was Graeco-Roman In origin bur
ludeo-Christian in Echics. It was
the Reformation that created
bourgeois values and served as
obstetrician to ahe capitalist era.
It wasa Priest, not Lenin, who
led the march on the Winter
Falace and ignited the Russian
Revolution.

So long as it kept the faith
and act|vated itself, the Churches
have down the ages been prime
instruments of historic  action,
Why then cannot the Church be
2 vehicle for revoiution in our
day? |s it because it has no faith
in either God or itself?

Such questions spring to mind
when one reveiws the work of
the Asian Theaological Conference,
held recently in Sri Lanka, The
ATC is the brainchild of radical
Asian pastors—many of whom are
found in the Roman Church. In
Latin America the Bishops have,
In the face of US backed fascist
state machines, slung guns over
their shoulders and gone up into
the mountains to carry out gue-
rilla war. Asian priests have been
slower to respond to authorita-
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rian bourgeois regimes—but today
in countries stretching from Pakis-
tan, to Korea and the Philippines.
they are awakening, in bitter
denunciation of the status quo.
Asian dilemma

There is an element of poignant
pathes in their characterising of the
Asian dilemma, “'Asia suffers under
the heels of a forced poverty. lts
life has been truncated by centuries
of colenialism and a moré récént
neo-colopialism. lts cultures are
marginalized, its social relatlons
distorted. The cities with their
miserable slums, swollen with the
poor peasants driven off the land,
consticute a picture of wahten aff-
luence side by side with abjecc
poverty that 13 common to the
majority of Asia’s countries. This
extreme disparity Is the Fesult of a
class contradictlon, a continuous
domination of Asia by internal and
external forces. The consequences
of this type of capitalist domination
is that all things, time and life
itself have become marketable
commbodities.

*A small minority of owners dic-
tates the guality of life for the pro-
ducers (workers, peasants and
others) in determining the price of
their energy, skEIJ'si intelligence as
well as the material benefits needead
to sustain these. What is produ-
ced, how and where it is produced,
for whom it is produced are the
decisions of transhational corpora-
tions in tollusion with the national
elites and with the overft or covérc
support of poiitical and military
forces.”

The ATC has come out openly
against the market economy and
put its money on the centrally plan-
ned economies:

The struggle against these forces
has been courageously taken up by
the advocates of socialism.  This
socio-political order corresponds
to the aspifaticns of the Asian
masses both in the rural and urban
areas since it promises to them the
right to take their life into their
own hands, to determine both the
social and economic conditions that
govern their well=being.

Facile approach

“A very large paft of Asia has
succeeded, after long Struggles, in
establishing this Socialist order,
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However, it must be added that the
socidijst  transformatien In these
countrigs is not yet complete and
that thése countries must continue
to liberate themselves from ail dis-
tortions in an on-going self criti-
cism." i

Such a facile approach f¢ the pro-
blems of Asia show an overdepen-
dence an Communist Parties that
are Stalinist in origin. Such parties
are seen as the vehicle of social
chinge — no comparable role is
demanded of the Church — its re-
volutionary potential is denied.

There are justifiable attacks made
on envirenmene polluters  like
Japan's Kawasakl and Philippino nuc-
lear power plants.  “We join with
our fishermen in their struggle
against the unscrupulous practices
of cerftaln countries like lapan,
Taiwan and South Korea."  Bit no
honest attempt is made to criticise
the autharitarian regimes in Morth
Koréa and in Cambeodia, or the
single-minded nationalism of coun-
tries like China and Vietnam. This
is a mistake not only because it is
amoral, but because it abdicates the
Church’s role to narfrow political
groups — Stalinist partiés (n these
instanices.

The ATC concedes God's role In
history but not in individual lives.
This s a thaolagical lapse of the
first order. Because it deniés the
need for personal liberation —a
liberation that must precede social
and economic liberation if the latter
are going to have any lasting influ-
ence, The experience of workers'
partiés in Asia since the War, has
crystalised the paradox of liberative
power, its ruthlessness when applied
by those whé have héped, should
form the erux of the ATC's sacial
téaching. lts absence is tragic.

They talk of ‘‘the revelutionary
challenge of the life of Jesus' when
they should talk of the revolutionary
change in our life when Jesus lives
within ug; and the <¢apagity of this
relationship to effect revolutionary
thange in the world around us.
Our task is not merely to find the
socio-economi¢c  mainsprings  of
oppression but to erradicate them.
"Philosophers' zaid Karl Marx,
“have tried to interpret the World,
But the thing te be done is to
change 1t !"
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| Social sciences

The irrelevance of Sri Lankan sociology

by Laksiri Jayasuriya
(Praf. Javasurfve iz head of the

Deparsment of Social Work in the
University of Western Australia)

Ipruposu to use the debate of
the twa Gunatillekes about
“Academic Colonialism and Chau-
vinism'" in 1975 with reference
te the State of the Social
Sciences in 5ri Lanka, to comment
briefly on some key issues facing
social scientists in Sri Lanka today,
This | hope will help us ta |ook at
what we are doing, what we have,
and in the end what we might be
capable of doing in the social
sciences, ESPEfl-an}' in Sociology.

Susantha Gunatillaka and R, Peiris
(in a little known paper called the
‘Implementation of Seociology in
Asia.') have very rightly pointed
out that the growth of the know-
ledge in the science of man and
society has been inhibited by our
Intellectual Dependance on the
ways of sociologi¢al thinking and
medes of analysis derived from
Intellectual Centres of gravity in
the West, to which we have been
for a wvariety of cultural reasons
been aczustomed to aligh ourselves.
The consequences are mainfold:
For cne thing, we have as ‘Passive
Consumers' of this vast body of
knowledge endeavoured to apply
uncritically to our own socleties,
theories and models which have
lictle meaning and significance for
a genuine understanding of the
social reality facing us. Thus, ep.
we have used the classical sociolo-
gical theories of Comte, Durkheim,
Weber and others imitatively with-
out recognising the nature of their
origin and more importantly, their
‘Ethnocentric’ Character as | had
occasion to observe some years ago
in my Presidential address to Sec-
tioh E{SLF\S. JE?I}. entitled *Uses
and abuses of Sociclogy.’

¥We have got our priorities all
wreng because of this continuing
dependence. The anthropological
bias in much of our contemporary
social  research reflects  over-

whelmingly this tendency. Here,
both Western and indigenous scho-
lars despite their pleas to the con-
trary, have played nothing more
than an ethnographers role docu-
menting and describing c¢ultural
curiositier — belief systems, values,
religious rites and practices, These
ate ‘Intellectual Trivialities' which
do not deepen our understanding
of current realities. OF course, they
may be important for the science
of man but how long can we afford
to remain as ¢uriosa in the sancry-
ary of some museum? These inquiries
represent a kind of ‘wichdrawal
into a contemplation of ona's cultu-
ral heritage' (Peiris) without any
ateempt to view this heritage asa
transforming social realicy.

Likewise, we note a preoccupa-
tien with the study of religion and
ecanomic development in the mis-
taken belief that this single insti-
tution of religion becomes a suffi-
cient explanation of our failure to
‘Develop,’ to modernize i. e. to
achieve an appropriate stage of
development in a unilinear evoly-
tionary pattern of development.
But, surprisingly, there is lictle
sociological analysis of the meaning
and significance of religious Insti-
tutions In the wvarious facers of
secial life. This kind of critique ¢an
be extended to other fields, such
as studies of rural development,
family planning and now the fashio-
nable ‘Commuuication Studies’ to
show how often we have indulged
in parading trivialities dressed in
esoteric jargon, and the language
of sopisticated models applied to
numerous micro-level studies,

The bias towards micro-level
village studies also reveals an un-
willingness to view the broader
speetrum of social reality. | inter-
pret this as an opting out of socjal
concern — a brahmin - |[ke alool-
ness — from a sense of éreatjve
engagement, involvement and par-
ticipation In the social scene. Here,
we come across what Peiris alludes
to as the problem of ‘distance’
from the objects of investigation,
the need for objettivity and

| In 1975, Dr. Susantha Guna-
tilleke, Director of Research, Peo-
ples Bank and Mr. Godfrey
Gunatilleke, Director  Marga
Institute engaped each other in a
wide ranging dehate on the state
| of the Social Scistcees in this
counfry. Recently, Dr. Laksiri
Jayasuriya, formerly head of the
Department of Sociology in the
Ceylon University, took the title
of that debate “Academic Colo-
nialism and Chaovinism®® as the
point of depatture for @ paper he
| presented to the Ceylon Studies
| Seminar, Peradeniya,

In the first part of his paper,
Dr, Jayasuriya examined somp
emerging perspectives in western
sociology. Classical theory (or
muinsiream sociology), the heir
to the Positivist tradition, was
wnder attnck from several fradical®
schonls, Dr, Jayasuriya identified
five sources of attack, and denlt
in some detail with each, notahly
the Frankfort School and  (he
Murxist - Structuralist  position,
We publish the second part of his

| paper which offefs some new diree-
tions for Third World, and Sgi
Lankan sociology,

detachment in so-called *Dispas-
sionate Inquiry” has meant the
accumulation of a sterile body of
knowledge which had made liccle
impact on practical matters. Sur-
prisingly, —micro- level analysis
where it has been attempred is, a:
Susantha Gunatillaka remarks, the
prerogative for the mandarins of
Sociology from the West represcn-
ted by the wvast array of well
funded Western Researchers who
have made us the ‘‘guinea pigs" for
testing out their preconceived
models or theories, whose validity,
as our earlier preliminary remarks
indicate, even within the current
body of Sociological knowledge, is
highly questionable.

An interesting feature of these
attempts at micro-level scudies s
the partiality towards one kind of
theory, especlally of the kind of
structuralist — funcrionalist outlook
which is primarily directed ac an
understanding of “system malnten-
ance," social stability and social
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order. |t is basicaijy an equili-
brium model — which fails to illu-
mine the nature of change proces-
ses in soclety. On the contrary one
of the pressing tasks of the
social sciences in  Sri Lanka
must be to focus on the analysis of
social changes, and knowledge in
this respect is sorely lacking.
Perhaps, contemporary literature
is more insightful in this respect
than sociological knowledge and, as
in the history of sociology in the
West, it needs to be pointed out
that a great deal of the growth of
Woestern Sociology may be portra-
yed as developing in parallel with
the literature of the 19th century.
One writer has aptly observed that
‘so long =as literature is concerned
with the most urgent and politlcal
guestion of the time, so jong will
society develop in parallel with
literature® (P. 29). The 5ri Lankan
Sociologist, | believe has much to
learn from this viewpoint. The
crucial issue of course, is the
priorities we have and the ques-
tions we wish to pose for rese-
arch, Instead of looking for ans-
wers, we must start seeking ques-
tions that can lead to further
questions — problem solving vs
fact finding.

In many ways the most characte-
ristic feature of a great deal of
what Is recognised as sociclogical
or social science research and
inguiry is the emphasis placed on
quantification, (itself based on a
false view of social science) typified
by the plethora of survey type
analysis one finds in such fields as
development studies, family plann-
ing, education and rural sociclogy.
The soclal sclentist, has under the
influence of what is now called
syulgar positivism' or naive empi-
ricism" become a generator of
“Fact—posturing propositions” —
a mere face gatherer. What all this
points to is the divorce of theory
from a fact. Again, it reflects funda-
mentally, among other things, |
believe, a refusal nay a fear, to
become ‘“‘involved — to engage in
a critical analysis of the nature of
social reality ltself. This alone, |
believe, has inhibited the develop-
ment of & social science body of
knowledge adapted to local needs
and a willingness to come to terms
with sensitive areas such as social
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change, conflict and power struc-
ture,

To sum up then, the constraints
of “academic colenialism” are con-
siderable and their appreciation is
vital to an appraisal of contempo-
rary social science knowlsdge in
Sri Lanka, a knowledge of what we
are doing in the name of the social
science. But if this diagnosis is
sound in its broad outline, where
do we go fram here? What options
do we have? What issues do we
face in restructuring the social
sciences? The Third World plea
is for academic self-reliance or
“Indigenization™ of the social scien-
ces as has been attempted in the
Latin American scene and to some
extent elsewhere, eg. Africa and
Asia. For purposes of discussion,
| wish to make a few perfunctory —
probably rash—propesitions in the
hope that they may generate fur-
ther comment and reflection.

Guoide lines for a ‘relevant socio-
lopy.’

First and foremost, | think we
need to be forewarned about the
dangers of rushing headlong into
“Indigenization'’, especially of what
Godfrey Gunatilleke calls the possi-
bility of a high degree of isolation-
ism, a closing of windows, and of
adopting a romantic ceonception of
an idyllic state of knowledge deri-
ved from one's own cultural pase,
Clearly, we need to be committed
towards the pursuit of a universal-
istic concept of knowledge, and
in doing so we must begin to adopt
a critical, and sceptical posture
towards social science thinking as
it exists today. YWe need to avoid
the dangers inherent in this type
of argument of throwing the baby
out with the bath water!

As Godfrey Gunatilleke says, we
need to accept the fact that we
will be *knowledge dependent’
for a long time to come. What is,
therefore, important is the eritical
and imaginative appraisal of this
body of knowledge, by trying to

understand how this knowledge
arocse and the circumstances in
which this knowledge has deve-

loped over the last hundred years
or so. YWe need to recognise that
as one writer put it that 't is

quite another to define its purpose
and lay down rules for accomplishing
that purpose.” Hence we need to
adopt the perspective of “Sociology
of knowledge' itself before we can
appraise the available knowledge
selectively for our purposes,
These purposes — the basis of the
search for relevant knowledge —
ralse questions which | must con-
fess, falls within the moral realm
— the realm of valuations, Buct ultl-
macely their identification is basie
to a view of praxis, a programme
of action. The linkage of theory
and praxis, as the Radical or Cri-
tical sociologists put it, is crucial
to this task and no social sclentist
can shirk his responsibilicy in chis
regard,

NEXT: An alternative sociology.

FROM FRYING PAM
TO DEEP-FREEZER!

MNewly  de-colomised  mations,
and the older countries of Latin

| America, had all inherited the
| same idea from the dominant
Euro-American eulture: work hard
and you will become prosperous.
Gradually we all diseovered that
hard work and prosperity were
not cause and effect; something
external to  ourselves always
seemed to  hreak the repoted
connection! The so-called neut-
rality of the world market place
turned oot o be a neotrality
hetween the exploiter and  the
exploited, between a  hird of
prey and its vietim. If in  owr
effort 1o find resources for
survival—let alone development—

we carried oot the textbook
procedures for raising capital
we always seemed to end up

under the wirtual control of the
transnational corporations or
sebject to INMLEF, deflationary
policies—or both., We did not
achieve  progress;  we simply
maoyed from the frying pan into
the degp-freczer! Even iIf we
tried to do nothing except sell
opr traditional exports and buy
our traditional imports, we found
that we coold buy less and less
with more and more of our hard
work."

JULIUS K. NYEHRERE

(Arusha Conference,
Feb, 12, 1979)




[ Symposium

Which way for the Left?

(8) Nava Lanka Communist Party

The NLCP claims
organisation devoted to

correct Revolutionary Communise
Marxist—Leninist political groups.

—~Leninism, Mao Tsetung’s Thought,
special

in Interpational relations,

to be a Marxist-Leninist
the task of building a strong and

political

Party by unifying all the
Firm adherence ta Marxism
assertion of independence
effort to build worker

—peasant alliance and reliance on mass struggle are its main

positions.
of the Central
Guardian?®’,

Q: Could you tell us something
about the origins of your party and
the groups that came tegether to
form je?

A; Our party was formed in
early 1976 at a Congiess of commu-
nists who were compelled to break
away from the Ceylon Communist
Party at various times between
1964 and 1972. Thers were several
comrades who long remained in
the Central Committee of the CCP
such as A, Gunasekarn. K. A,
Wimalapala, Kularaina Wickrama-
singhe and D. [, Jayasekara.
Our aims in forming the Parly
were toinherit and carry forward
all the positive factors of the CP
formed in 1943, 1o rectify the
mistakes commiitted by the Left
Movement and give a correct
orientation to it, and build a strong,
revolutionary CP capable of leading
the Sri Lankan Revolution to
success by unifying all M-L groups,

Q: One of the main intentions of
Yeur party was the reunification of
all the militant sections which broke
agway or were expelled from time ta
tme  from Mr. Sanmugathasan's
Caylon Communist Farty. Would you
agree that this aim has not been
achieved ?

A: It was not our aim to unify
groups that broke away from
Sanmugathasan’s Party but 1o
unify all M-I groups into a single
Party. For instance, Dharmasekara
and Mahinda Wijesekara were not
in Shan's Party, When we sat on
this task we never had any iljusions
about an early or easy success.
It is true that our effort has not

Ariyawansa Gunasekara and Kalyananda Tiranzgama
Committee were

interviewed by the ¢Lanka

been entirely successful.  But it
has borne some results like tha
united May Day Rally of 1978
and the 10-Party Unity.

Q: What do you think are the
main reasons for the present crisis
and breck-up of the once powerful
Maoist movement on o local and global
level?

A: Opportunism and revisionism
of the leaders is the main cause
of the weakening of the Maojst
Movement  jn many countries.
Many such [eaders have not
understood the essence of Mao's
thinking.  Ofien they pay lip
service to it while acting contrary
to it. Theif sole concern is to
issle  some stalements,  deceive
forcign  representatives and get
some personul benefits.

Q: Recent discussions held with a
view te reunite the Maoist mavement
In 5ri Lanka seem to hove broken
down. As a party which has consistently
feught for such a reunification, what
do you think are the main obstacles
to achieving this aim?

A: There are several factors
that cause difficulties in achieving
this aim. Firstly, there is the
personal factor.  Most of these
groups are led by individuals
— Ppelty bourgeois intellectuals, So
far, many of them have not been
able to get rid of their “cligue’
mentality completely. Secondly,
there is the foreign factor, Some
of these grouns owe allepiance to
various foreign parties, But we
believe the historical necessity of
the movement wil| certainly help

avercome these difficuliies. anpd
Iead to unification.

Q: The Samastha lanka Govl
Sammelanaya, one of the oldest and
best known peasant unions in the
country is closely related 1o yaur
party, while the left movement's

mest famous peasant organiser Ari-
yawansa Gunasekarg is one of your
party’s leading comrades. Could you
tell us something about the present
sltuation and future prospects facing
this country's Peasantry  particularly
In the light of the government's
ggrarian policies,

A: No doubt the schemes like
the Mahaweli may be of some use
to the peasantry. They may be
able to ease the two main problems
of the peasants (land and water)
somewhat. But under a capitalist

Selup  no  development  scheme
will really benefit tlie people.
Bureauerats, contractors and the

capitalists will thrive by sguand-
ering the national wealth intended
for these schemes. Rea] results
can  be achisved only if these
schemes are implemented under a
People's government,

Q' Would you agree that unlike
In most other ‘Third Worlg® and,
especially, Asian countries, the Srf
Lankan peasantry has been a relatively
dermant socio-palitical force? Do you
forsee an end to this, an upsurge of
Peasant  militancy  topether with
renewed prospects of peasant orga-
nisation?

A: We cannot agree.
peasantry is not dormant. In the
history of our peasant movement
we had the opportunity of leading
several local peasant struggles. In

Our

the 1956 transition they played a
very active role. In 1971 it
was the peasant youths who

heroically fouszht the armeg forces,
If they have a genuine orzanisation
and leadership they will certitinly
play a decisive role as a socin
-political force in this country.
Surely there will be an npsurge in
the pesant movement in (he near
future.

Q: What would you say were the
mistakes dnd shortcomings  in the
dttitude of the Left movement towards
the peasantry of this country ?
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A: The Left movement did not
understand the importance of
organising the peasantry of this
country. Because they never gave
serious thought to the question
of capturing power, there was 1o
real necessity to do eo. Therefore,
they  neglected the peasantry.
Peasant organisations are indispen-
sable for a revolutionary party.
Being petty-bourgeois parliamentary
parties interested only in winning
a lew seats in  Parliament they
could ecarry on withont taking
pains to organise the peasantry
which is a difficult and painful
job. It is alse less profilable
than organising the Trade Unions.
They did not realise that the
peasant question was essentially
a national guesrion. Their cosmo-
politan approach alienated them
from the peasantry.

Q: In the article on ‘The Notlonal
Bourgeoisie and the United Front' and
a multi-part essay on ‘Lenin and the
Stages of the Colonial Revelution' all
of which were published in your
theoretical  journal ‘*Naove Lanka',
your party seems to express the view
that the ‘notional’ bourgeoisie and,
therefore, the SLFP  have exhausted
their progressive potential and no
fonger have a progressive role to play.
However, you haove simultaneously
refrained frem defining the present
stage of the 5ri Lanka revelution
as ‘Preletarian Seciallst’ and continue
to define It instead as ‘New Demo-
crotic’. lsn't thls position contradic-
tory?

A: We never seid that the
national bourgeoisie and the SLFP
have exhausted their progressive
potential.  Still they may have a
limited progressive role to play.
What we said was that the SLFP
and the nationsl bourgeoisie today
were not the sameasin 1956 —a
new big bourgeoisie grown out of
the national bourgeoisie has formed
close links with foreign capital
and taken control of the SLFP
and, thzrefore, it could not give
leadership to the anti-Imperialist
movement in this country. Both
can play their limited progressive
role only ina united front under
the leadership of the working class.
We discard the jdea of u united
fruont under the leadership of the
SLFP. This is consistent with the
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Mew Democratic  stage of the
Sri Lankan Revolution.

Q: What Is yout party's position
on the struggle for o separate state
inthe MNorth! What is your attitude
to the TULF?

A: Successive bourgeois govern-
ments in this country did not make
any honest attempt to solve the
problems of the Tamil People.
What they did was making political
capital out of the existence of
these problems during eleciion
times. As a community, Tamil
People have genuine grievances.
All their national rights must be
accepted and granted. Suppression
by armed force will not be a
solution to this problem but will
only give rise to increassd resis-
tance. Being a nation, Tamil
Pcople in the Morth have a right
to self-determination. Bul we
think their demand for Eelam
under a Tamil bourgeois leader-
ship would not be a solution to
their problems.

Q: What is your party's stand on
the current disputes within the Maolst
Movement such os the ‘Theory of
the Three Werlds', the Sino-Albania
and the Sino-Yietnomese/Kompuchean
problems? In general, what Is your
ottitude to the domestle and foreign
policy line of the present Chinese
leadership?

A: As a party we take an
independent stand in our inter-
national relations. We are not
blind supporters of the political
line of any foreign Communist
parly. In our view, these socia-
list countries are nationalist than
Marxist in their approach 1o
problems. That is why this type
of conflicts arise between them,
Every Communist Party has a right
to decide what is mood for it
without any interference from
others. Yet we must say that
there are certain things which we

cannot understand in the domes-
tic and foreign policy of the
present Chinese leadership. But

we believe that the Chinese peo-
ple educated by Mao Tselung
and tempered in the Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution  will
not deviate from the path char-
ted by Mao Tsetung.

Q: What s your view

of the
J¥P before and after 717

A: Before 1971 the JVP was
a non-Margist petty bourgeois
political movement mainly confi-
ned to the youth, especially of
peasant origin. Its political doc-
trine was a hotch-potch of the
teachings of Debray, Castro, Gue-
vera and Goebbels spiced with a
few quotations from Lenin and
Mao. Extrerne  communalism,
youthful romanticism, highly emo-
tional speeches, well planned show-
off, assurance of an easy and
carly victory with the least sacri-
fice elc: are the means the IVP
employed to deceive the youth.
Objective conditions for the rapid
development of a peity-bourgeais
movement like the IVE were
there. The difference between
the IVP leadership and the rank
and file was clearly seen during
the insurrection. The rank and
file members were dedicated to the
couse of changing the existing
social sysiem.

But can we say the same thing
about the leadership? Though Mr
Wiieweera is now claiming the
honour for the insurreciion for
himself, before the CIC he tried
to depicl it as a counter-revelu-
tionary act committed by his
political rivals in order to destroy
the JVP,

Even after 1971, the IVP has
not analysed its mistakes, Tis
so-called self-criticism is only a
vain attempt at covering up its
political crimes. Today the JVP
is commitling more serious mis-
takes than before 1971. Having
run after Trotskyism for some
time, today 1t is flirting with
Soviet Social-lmpetialism in search
of a short cur to power. [t is
currving favour with the UNP
ieactionaries. It is disrupting the
unity of the progressive forces,
Here we mean the IJVP leader-
ship and not the ordinary mem-
bership.

@: How wauld you characterise
the current situation and the pros-
pects facing this country? In  this
context what are the tasks of the
Lefc and the obstacles to be over-
come in order to achieve Left unity.

situation
Super Power

A: The International
is very confused.

(Continied on page 24)



Education

Politics of Higher Education (2)
Social composition of the universities

and politics
by Sunil Bastian

As university education began
1o spread to a greater part of
the population thzre came about
in the campuses a definite change
it the whole atmosphere. The
representatives  of the subaltern
social  classes actually brouszht
the campuses closer to the
socicty, The Universities which
earlier were even physically iso-
lated from the rest of the popu-
lation became absolete At least
universilies were forced to relate
to the outside society in  their
basic objective. The naw classes
of students wanted thejr prob-
lems discussed in  the campuses,
They wanted a relevance in thejr
content to the life situations. The
isolated academics were questioned.
All these in the fipal analysis
meant an embracement  of poli-
tics by the universities. From now
on the university could justify
itself in the eyes of the students
only by responding to the rhythm
of politics that vibrate through
the society.

At this point it is important
to notice how the university came
to be justified politically’ from
two ends—the end of the rulers
and the end of the ryled—hut
with apparent contradictory aims.
The rulers attempt to get  the
benelits of knowledge produced
to maintain their hegemonic ip-
lerests and the ruled hy sending
their representatives in, brings
‘outside’ politics to the campus,
The [inal result iz the politici-
sation of the hicher educational
institutes. Therefore however much

we may try to' contain it, the
development of our history had
brought politics right into our
higher educational institutes.
These transformations of ihe

relation between the state and

the
the

university and the impact of
altered social composition aof
the campus population, brings to
our notice the nature of knowledge
itself, revealing its political con-
ditioning. This is something that
there had been always, but only
scoming more explicit nowadays,

Traditional attitude to know-
ledge had been to consider it as
& product of those who spscu-
lated about the world and tried
o make use of it or tried to
adapt it in order to solye man’s
problems of living. This common
definition can be applied to both
natural and socinl sciznces. The
development of the scientific
msthod tried to make this know-
ledge value-free, implying  its
neulrality and applicability to all
situations. Some of the aspects
discussed above shows to us the
myth of this neutrality.* Tn fact
the political conditioning of know-
ledge seems to go even deeper,

A questioning of the existing
approaches to knowledge wil] have
to question even the basic divi-
sions of subjects and their ohjec-
tives of study as we have them
today. In FEurope where these
divisions arose the stimulus came
from the problems that thoss
societics  faced, It was these
problem-solving  situations that
determined this particular division
of koowledge into subjects. But
how are these divisions helpful
to us in solving our problems.
To take a well known example
from the social science as it
developed in Furope, it gave rise
to a subjzct called Anthropologzy
whose objective of study wns the
‘native  societies’  and  another
diseipline  called socialogy  con-
centruting on the Europzan socie-
ties. It is quite apparent that
this type of a division cannot
hold its ground meaningfully in
the Third Waorld, More important
are the problems posed by our

developing  economies to the
natural sciences.  For example,
can an Agriculturalist tackling (he
question of fertilizing meaningfully
do it without a consideration of
what fertilizers mean to us as a
socio-oconomic problem, and with-
out taking into account the link
of the fertilizers with the world
Capitalist  system through the
multinationals How many of our
agronomers not to mention deve-
lopment journalists jumped into
the band wagon of the ‘Gresn
Revolution® and in fact actually hel-
ped to implement it without undep-
standing whom it really benefitted,

These types of dangers where
the specialist is made use of
simply because he had becn givan
a specific approach to the know-
ledge and therefore is trajned
to see the problem narrowly is
immanent in the natural sciences,
We, iIf we are really serions
about solving our problems of
development must try to see afresh,
without these filters, the wealth of
knowledge that the world has
today; the way knowledge dave-
loped and the way its categorised
depended on  a certain socio-
cconomic model of development
that the world had gone through
and is going through. It is not
free of these influences and thus
not frez of political determinations.

Althouzh many of us
dissociate higher education from
politics what I've tried to show
is how politics is present at the
core of higher education. Tn fact
the justification of the existence
of the university itself is political,
This is what the liberal bour-
geois democratic ideas have tried
to hide with their concepls  like
‘academic freedom’ and  ‘upiver
sity”. autonomy’. What is happening
today in Sri Lanka, for txample
through the New University Bill
is 8 process of taking the sheepskin
away f{rom the wolf and thereby
laying bare iis true nature.

Iry to
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| Cinema

Sinhala films and oppressed
groups in society

by Ananda Jayaweera

rom its inception the Sinhala

film industry has produced
a spiate of bad films made purely
for commercial purposes, lacking
any arlistic value and consisting
of the usual mixture of fights,
low comedy, romance, night club
scenes plus the standard gquota of
songs and gyrations which pass
for dancing. These films usually
plagiarised from Hindi & Tamil
films —have been artistically bad

and socially lacking in  any
AWAIENEss.
It is 25 years since the new

wave of Sinhala films commenced
with Lester Periecs’ ‘REKAWA'.
Since then, there have becn many
artistic, technically preficient and
well-acted Sinhala films which
have served to show that Sinhala
film producers do indeed have
the capacity to rise abave the
badly-produced, senzational films
that flood the market.

But has there been a parallel
development of a social awareness
or consciousness in the thematic
content of our films? Claims are
made even in some ‘progressive’
guarters that there is & radical
trend in the cinema. But instead
of bringing a more sensitive and
realistic portrayal of the peasantry,
working class, fishermen and
women to the screen, we have
seen films which, though well-
acted, technically competent and
full of Iyrical shots, actually tend
to be Ganti-people’ in conient
projecting a false and contemptuous
attitude to these oppressed social
groups.

In this article, it is intended
to look at some attitudes and
impressions conveyed to the mass
audience through films, expose,
their class nature and then to
consider a few of the larger issues
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regarding their role in creating
and affirming stereotype images
that contribute to the continued
dominance of bourgeois values.

Peasants

Let us take for example the
way the peasantry and rural poor

are portrayed. From such early
films as REKAWA, SIKURU
THARUWA and  KURULU

landscape; the inhabitants are
generally guile-less, full of rustic
simplicity and virtues. The intru-
sion of willainy is through a
land-owner, boutique-keeper or
state official. However, since the
emphasis is always on personal
drama and the characters stand
isolated from their social setting,
the social reality of the life of
a peasant, his relationsnip to

Urban pnemployed youth — an oppressed group
(fram the film “Ahas Gawwa')

BEDDA, to latter films like
AKKARA PAUA and KAWDA
RAJA, the willage and its inha-
bitants are shown in an idyllic
romanticised manner; the village
itself is picturesque with its paddy
fields, dagoba, temple, well or
tank being prominently in the

others of his own class, the impact
on his life of the land-owner
or the trader who exploits him,
are completely ignored. Even in
the rare cases like KAWDA
RAJA, when there is some de-
piction of the problems of the
peasant, the relationships are



portrayed in terms of black and
white and are always reduced to
a personal level with the con-
flicts being solved at the same
level.

There has been no Sinhala film
which has attempted to go behind
this idyllic picture of the village
end the peasants and to analyse,
in tealistic lerms, the problems
of this group. On the whole the
cinema’s portrayal of the peasant
15 romantic, one-dimensional and
distorted and uniformly contemp-
tuous. The most gross example

of this attitude was seen in
EOLOMBA SANNIYA, where
the peasant, with his traditional

rural habits, attitudes and customs
is brought into an urban milicu.
His basic inability to understand
and cope with this unaccustomed

way of life is the source of
coarse humour and he is made
the butt of cruel and vicious

jokes. The contempt of the so-
called urban sophisticated towards
the rural, finds its full expression
in this film.

Even in a film that seeks to
portray a pzasant rebellion (VEERA
PURAN APPU) a pgross carri-
cature is pzrpetuated. The pea=
sants are chown as yelling, half-
clad ‘natives’ without an ounce
of strategic wisdom, with their
final defeat being a foregone
conclusion. And what do they do
after a temporary victory? They
quickly become a bunch of loafers,
indulging in drunken dancing.
Fishermen

The fishing community of Sri
Lanka has fared no better. In
films like DHEEWARAYO and
HITHA MITHURA, we find the
same kind of romanticisation, as
the fishermen have been abstracted
from the social reality in which
they live and strugsle. Even a
more sensitive film like SATH-
SAMUDURA falsified to some
extent the reality by placing more
emphasis on the siruggle the
fishermen are called upon to wage
with the forces of nature, BAM-
BARU AVITH, on the other
hand, totally ignores this aspect
to concenlrate on the social
relationships  both  within  the
fishing community and with the
exploiting outsiders; even here,

*The village foll: are generally guile-less, full of
rustic simplicity ' (from the film * Rekawa’)

the fishermen of Kalpitiya are
depicted as almost permanently
drunk, violent, primitive people
whose savagery is only kept under
conirol by the Navy, Police and
the sympathetic Catholic priest.
No trace of class consciousness
is seen among the fishermen in
this film. There is no class
enemy and it is only the ‘hippie’
type from the city who speaks
of exploitation and oppression,
thus adding to the general political
confusion underlying this film.

Urban workers

Sinhala films are notable for
their free-floating characters, who
seem to exist without any visible
means of economic support; most
often the ‘lower classes’ are port-
rayed in this manner; they seem
lo exist merely to Fill the land-
scape and to be at the beck and
call of the rich. Even in the
relatively few films where workers
are shown in an actual esetting
of work, the portrayal is anything
but real and merely conforms to
the sterzotype image of the worker
that exists in the minds of the
bourgeoisie. In Sinhala films, the
society and the culture of the
working class are held in utter
contempt, In CHANDI SHYAMA,
for instance, the workers are
depicted as a grumbling, lazy set
of pesple who have up to now
been controlled by the employer
with an iron fist. Finding that
this style of management s

getting outmoded, he gets a friend
of his to enral as a worker and
by a few acts of collusion with
the employer, to become the
union leadcr, In SELINAGE
WALAUWA, the workers living
in the slums are me:ely interested
in a feehle betterment of their
immediate surroundings and are
shown to be without any trace
of class consciousness.

Or to take an example from a
better film—in SIKURULIYA,
the driver with whom the heroine
clopes, is depicted as a violent
brute; he is a woman-beater,
getting constantly mixed up in
drunken brawls and for relaxation
taking part in a ‘bajau’ led by
that prince of lumpen-culture,
Freddie Silva. Here, not only is
the worker depicted as a primi-
tive creature, but his very life-
style, his home, and his culture
are porirayed in a contemptuous
manner, a3 contrasted with the
middle-class values of the heroine.

Women

Of course it is not surprising
that Sinhala films display a similar
backward attitude with regard to
women. They seem to see woman
only in terms of ‘good’ or ‘bad’.
The former include the devoted,
doll-like girl-friend whom one
can almaost see growing into the
other stereoiype of womanhoad—

(Contintted on page 1o0)
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Sinbhala films...
(Congitied from page 1g9)

the long-suffering mother. There
are also designing bad women
(Chin Chin MNonas), night-club
girls and the vicious schemers
who plot to rob the hero or the
heroine of his or her birthright.
In SASARA, the simple Buddhist
village girl is virtue incarnate,
while the urban, modsrn girl is
a Catholic, whose family indulge
in all sorts of deadly vices inclu-
ding drunkenness, immorality and
even attempted murder. Naturally,
the unsuspecting hero in this
film from a ‘respectable’ Family
falls prey to the evil gold-digger
and pays for his sins. In all
such Sinhala films, one can be
sure that by the end of the film,
these ‘bad’ women and shrews
will be tamed, chastised and
perhaps imprisoned (as in Sasara)

However, it iz interssting to
note that the ‘good’ and the
‘bad' share one fate as women;
they all spend their time cooking
delicacies for the hero and  paoli-
shing his shoes; they are all
equally the victims of the opp-
ression, violence and degradation
inflicted on them by a patriarchal,
capitalist society. However, no
film questions this situation; indeed,
they all candone it as the victimsare
only women and thatis their‘karma’.

(NEXT: Working women, false values)

Trends ...

{Cantinned from page 1)

in Peking. But the poster Is as
much politics in Ching as Mao's
Thoughts. So  political  observers
walking or driving down Dharma-
pala Mawatha, where the Chinese
Embassy has Its imposing  offices,
would have noted the plquant freny

of a poster In red. it simply sald “Chi-
nese bandits; Hands off Vietnam®'.

Students of the aort recognised the
distinctive style Introduced to poster—
politics by one of our youngest
political movements,

Peﬂple o v o [Continued from page 7)

Meanwhile in  Rhodesia, Prime
Minister lan Smith's son, Alec, is
reported to have undergone a
conversion experience. He claims
that his religion now affects his
political thinking. "I grew up
taking privileges for granted
| automatically  assumed black
men would serve me and that
| would get a top job. This
arrogance and self-centered in-
difference to others has changed.
| would be happy now to live
under a black Government."

WE WOULD HAVE
2 BODIES & | FACE
RATHER THAN
2 FACES & | BODY

For
115 Years

Service with a

smile

The Sword is to defend

OUR COUNTRY
OUR EMPLOYEES

&

OUR GUESTS

] HAVE STOOD GUARD

at the entrance for many recent Yyears
although some ALIENS wanted me removed

% Support Charities 3 Grow Food

&  Save Walter

% Stop Smoking

2 Avoid Alcoholism % Keep Fit
% Don’t Ganible.
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, Satire

The Battle

How it all began
by Elmer de Haan

he Bishop was troubled in
Tm]nd. He read and re-read
the letter on his desk but repe-
tition only served ro increase
his worrfes. In utter perplexicy
he sent for his chaplain, an old
school friend, on whom he was
wont to lean heavily in sectling
the many vexatious problems of
his diocesa.

““Good morning, Boke, he gree-
ted his chaplain, “‘will you sit
down'’,

“Hullo Juggins, why the long
face. Have you been at the bot-
tle again''?

The Bishop sighed. Boke was
very helpful in times of need
but apt to be facetious at times:
“['ve had another letter from
Lambecth, will you read ic."

The Chaplain did se. “Pheugh’
he muttered, *what have you
done to rile the old boy, he
seams to have his lknife in you.?"

“Mo, | can't say | blame him,
he Is only doing his duty. You
see, behind the Archbishop stand
the industrialists.  With chem
Christainity Is just a matter of
profic and loss. If they are rto
support our mission abroad, they
expect to be reimbursed and that
most  handsomely™.

“H'm, there is much truth in
what you say, Bish, how are you
expected to help?”

"By willy—nilly increasing tha
number of converts each year,
Bolke'',

“But the day of forcible con-
version is long pastand | cannoc
s2e any other way of shall we
say, persuading the heathsn to
abandon his pagan gods and accept
Christ the Saviour.”

“The Archbishop is of opinian,
and the Governor agraes with

of the Blues

!
occasion of the year,

the centenary will bring Royalists and Thomians
d London, from Sydney and Hong
Dyinz of cancer, Elmer de Haan lets his lively ima-
gination roam to give ws his own fanciful account of how

‘ enarters from New York an
Kong,

it all began a cenfury ago.

course is fiercely partisan and proud of it.

The Battle of the Blues is the Sporting event and social, |
The celebrations i

in conpection with
in  special

As a Royalist, de Haan of

him, that should we open  more
schools in the island and accept
only Christian students who would
later be eligible for the higher
posts in both the Government
and Mercantile Services, we would
solve our problems”.

“But how would cthat help
those blasted capitalists  back
home".

“Why Boke, It is all so very
simple.  You convert the heathen
and the first thing he does |s
cover his nakedness and dress
like a Christian. Then Manchester
suppliss the clothing, Nottingham
the footwear and so on'.

“Ahl the economics of religion.
What a sordid business ic all s,
luggins, | nevar saw my prias-
thood in this light befora. Every
time | convert the heathen |
shovel some chink into an indus-
trialist’s pocker."

“Don’t takz it to heart, Boke
We are both daingajob of wark
for which wa are paid handsome

salaries, like the gardener ouc
there. It is never good for a
riest to have illusions. | never
ad any'. The Bishop's voice

grew kindly, “Mavar Boke stir
muddy waters, ene never knows
what may be at the bottom.
About these schoals, | suggest we
begin first with Colomba, Will
You see to the notice in the
Gazette. Whac do vyou think will
be a sujeable pame',
“5. Thomas'. Was he not the
discipie who doubrad?"
“Excellent", chortled the Bishop
‘I sze you have not lost your
sense of humaur',
L L

The next weak a notice appaa-
red in the Gazette calling for
applications from boys below fif-
teen years of ago who ware to
be admitted to the new schaal
at Mutuwal. “Instruction wauld ba
given in the Thres R's and the
Christian Religion. Seslection would
be limited to tha sans of minar
headmen, rural paisantry  and
estate workers. Praferanca wauld
be given to boys wha weare not
sans of I, R. Cls

The results ware
Every churl, every varlet every
villein, evary clodhoppar, who
could beg or borrow a pair of
brown shoes from sama kindly
European Plantsr, prompcly maun-
ted his thirickslle and  drove
post-haste to Mutwal to s=ak

calamitous.

admission. They camz in drave:
these sons of thes sajl. From
far off Bintznne, from th= wilds

of Dedigama, from th2 jungles of
the Raja Rata, from tha rolling
plains of Haragslla, they kan: an
coming, all damanding admission.
The Bishop did somz quick thin-
king. Selecting twa hundred orso
of tha lass disreputable, h= dijs-
missed the othars with kindly
words and gssturas, advising thanm
to re-apply the next year. Or-
dering the chosea few to cuc
off their kondes and bathe thair
selves, he tosk counszl with his
chaplain as how bsst to prapira
a dinner for the n=a boys.
* =

Mr. Ashley Walker waxad wrath-
ful. Spacing his study, he groa-

ned ‘aloud.  Whaat thz  davil’ did
this feflow Falknzr think he was
doinz  in  suggssting a cricket
matcn baewaan Royal  and  this
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foundling 5. Thomas'. Did this
idiot Falkner realize what sort of
boys he (Walker) had to deal
with. Haughty aristocrats every
one of them, filled with pride of
race. Stiffi-necked and quick to
anger. He, Walker, already knew
what their answer would be. The
rigid stare, the raised eyebrow,
the curled upper lip, the stony
silence, the cold contempt,

He, Walker, would feel like a
worm in their presence, and this
was what that dunderhead Falk-
ner was letting him in for. He
groaned in spirit, everything had
gone wrong for him since he
came to this blasted school. What
a fool he had been to have fallen
for the specious promises of that
glib-tongued scoundrel Cull, Back
home he had refused the head
mastership of a leading public
school in the Seuth of England
to come to Ceylon. |f this match
does not come off, he soliloqui-
zed grimly, he would be lucky
if he was given a house master’s
post at any Grammar School
One forlorn hope, however, re-
mained te him in his predica-
ment. If he could win Silva of
the Sixth form, that silver—tongued
orator, mare amenable to reason
than the others! He sent far Silva.

S0 you see, my dear boy",
pleaded WWalker, “it's all up to
you, The Bishop and the Gover-
nor are particularly in favour of
such a match in the belief that
public school spirit and sportsman-
ship could be established through
intercollegiate matches, It is all
poppycock, | grant you, but my
whole future depends on the play-
ing of this match."

“| shall do what | can', agreed
Silva, *but it will be hard poing.
These Thomians are a rum lot,
Sir. | saw some of them at the
Fort Station the other day, there

was still an unmistakable air of
the rustic abour them. Clad in
ill-fitting, ready-made suits, pro-

bably purchased on instalments at
Simes Emporium, they looked
pathetic. Most of them wore black
pants with tan shoes. If you ask
g].e;_ Sir, | think them impossi-
al,
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vmeoaned  Walker,
of the Sixth

“But  Silva,
“why should you
be so stand offish".

“They are quite nice fellows,

Sir, bur you must appreciate
their position. This is an Eastern
country with age-old customs,

customs you Europ=ans will never
understand, Should, for example,
the son of a Maha Mudaliyar
rub shoulders even on the cricket
field with the son of some minor
headman who is probably also the
village cattle lifter as well, the
M. M. will assuredly be called
upon to resign in disgrace. Here
Sir, water does not readily mix
with oil. But | shall do as you
ask of me and summon the Sixth
to meet next evening. Bewven,
Corea and Roberts are the ones
you will have to watch, especially
Beven. He is rough'.

Walker nodded gloomily. He
knew that feliow Beven only too
well. Sharp eyed, possessed of
the tenacity of a ferret, he never
missed anything. Corea was more
easy going but stiff necked and
unbending when his dignity was
assalled. Roberts, gaunt and taci-
turn, pounced won the first slip
you made and like the terrier
never let go. It was not going
to be easy despite Silva's suavity
and diplomacy.

Silva had made a good |ob of
it. The Sixth while not being
exactly chummy were not openly
hostile. They had the appearance
of men who were prepared at
great boredom to themselves to
listen to both sides of the story.
Walker hastily decided to abandon
his opening preamble and get on
with it.

“Silva', he informed the Sixch,
“would have already told you why
this match should be played. |
should like to have your com-
ments',

After a painful silence of nea-
rly two minutes, a cold, emo-
tionless wvoice asked, *“Are you
seriously suggesting, Sir, that we
should play this Dotheboys Hall
or 5. Thomas' or whatever it is
called”. There were murmurs of
“iwou said it, Beven',

“Why, yes', gpulped the stricken
Walker, “both the Bishop and the
Governor expressly desire it".

A harsh, grating volce, not
unlike an alligater at lunch, cut
in abruptly. *The wishes of these

estimable gentlemen are no con-
cern of ours. By the way, where
is this place called Mutwal?"

“Mow wait a minute Roberts,
don’t rush matters”, pleaded the
now disintegrating Walker, ‘this,
er, Mutwal is a small vlillage by
the harbour, a little to the north-
west of Kotahena'.

A strangled “My God" from
Corea made the tomb-like silence
that followad Walker's Ili-chosen
words seem even more deep
than the eternal peace that en-
veloped the Universe before Crea-
tion, for Walker had commicted
the unpardonable faux pas, the
word Kotahena was never used
in polite circles,

Sir' asked Van

“Does it mean,

Geyzel, a shy youth who rarely
spoke, ‘that we have to pass
through this *K' place to reach
Mutwal®.

A general murmur arose....
“|mpossible .... Simply not done ..
..shocking ....chuck the whole
affair, | say....Walker must be

veon |l war-

crazy to expect us....
ned you all aleng that there was

a catch somewhere .... Silva de-
serves a ducking for letting us
1) TR e | am for resig-
ning and going home”.

Interrupting  this symposium,
Walker broke in with Mo, No,
Boys, it's nothing like that. You
will not have to go anywhere
near Mutwal. The Match is to
be played at Galle Face".

wAAAAH! the long drawn sigh
of relief filled the room and
swelled into a magnificent cres-
cendo before dying awn{r, twhy
did you not say so at first, Sir,
that makes all the difference'".

Walker sat back in his chair,
mepping his damp forehead. Ari-
sing, he tottered to his cupboard
and took out a bottle of his
Brandy. He needed it as never
before, The Sixth had left some
minutes earlier, having given him
their word to play the match.
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Letters ...
{Continued from page =)
Movie maker

acclaimed director of the local
film scene. Mr. Peiris, has been
the victim due to unwarranted
remarks made by him of certain
‘tribes’ who are engaged in this
ribald trade of journalism,

The author, who admits that
he has covered aspects ranging
from  Parliamentary affairs to

accidents as a journalist s ‘cons-
cious of direction’ in presenting
to his readers a critical analysis
of the latest production of Lester’s.
After reading his essay | came
to the conclusion that a seasoned
journalist is capable of doing
justice to any subject and it s
proved beyond doubt that it s
not essential to be a film critic
to analyze a film, thus negating
the theory advocated by Lester.

Let us not permit as the author
suggests to  allow Lester to
“languish in his cave and roll-
a-rock over the entrance” but
as suggested by another contri-
butor (C. Wijeratne} in the same
issue that he will resurrect to

“find his way back to meaning-
ful realist cinema".

Colombo-15 Camillus Fernando

Which way ...
(Continued from page 15)
contention for domination is felt

even here in local politics. Neo
Colonialism  operating  through
multi-national monopolies  has

taken our economy into its grip
and is being tightened day by
day. This economic sitwation is
reflected in the socio-political
measures taken by the Govern-

ment. Hence anti-labour laws,
curtailment of democratic rights
eic; at the moment people are

confused and the Left is disunited.
There is no Left force capable of
leading the masses against these
measures, Hence the reactionaries
have found it easy to carry out
these steps,
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Cocksure commentators

| will begin by answering Chin-

taka's two questions : |, Yes,
capitalism is, as a system, inhe-
rently exploitative. 2. Mo, Socia-

lism, as a system (Chintaka's
emphasis), is not exploitative.

Mow, will he answer mine please?

. Whare
we a
today!

in the world haye
non-exploitative  society

2. Where in the world today
is there (I quote) 'a sociecy where
the administrative apparatus is
both representative and open to
genuine popular participation'?

| hope he will answer without
resorting to name calling (‘intell-
ectual vagrant') and the meaning-
less gibe (‘We find him hanging
around Gulags etc.' and ‘get to
the back of the class’ etc) Both
parties to a debate can do this
sorc of unfunny thing but it does
not advance the argument.

As for surplus not being co-
terminous  with profies | wish
Chintaka would tell Karl Marx

this the next time he rnans into
him. | am prepared to debate
‘the central tenet of Marxisc
political Economy' with Chintaka
‘if the Editor permits’ but only

on condition that .Chintaka agrees

to remain relevant and not have
recourse to the patronising sneer
and other such gimmicks which
comprise the shop-worn stock-
in-trade of the professional para-
logist,

Lastly, some common ground:
| agree with Chintaka about Mil-
ton Friedman and would charac-
terise  the Mobel Prize for
Economics awarded to him as of
a2 piece with the MNobel Prize
cynically given to Kissinger and
Begin. But | would wuse softer
words than maniac: simplistic and

cocksure. Friedman, too, belisves
the mode of analysis he employs
is the finest avallable. So did the
Rev. lim lones. The world is today
full of such true-believers of
various persuasions and denomi
nations ready to kill and die for
their cause. The followers of
Chintaka's ‘mascer' too have had
to face ‘cruel exposure' In their
own numerous versions of ‘Chile’
over the last sixty year.

Kellupiciya Costain de Yos

Physician heal thyself

It would surely be outrageous
conduct on my part and totally
without Justification were | to call
Mr Amaradasa Fernando a purple-
bottomed baboon; | should have
no evidence whatsoever on which
| could base such an unfair and
unfounded description. Meither
can Mr Fernando have any grounds
for calling me an illiterate and a
lickspittle unless it be my failure
to find Mr Haan's letter amusing
when Mr Fernando himself thinls
so highly of it. Mr Fernando's
reaction, | suggest, is excessive,
‘Hobbledehoyhood' was the mot-
juste. Mr Fernando should unders-
tand that it was not polysyllables
that | took objection to but the
assumption that the use of poly-
syllables was In itself amusing.
Mr Haan's letter was at least
good-humoured; Mr Fernando’s is
ill-tempered. Mr Haan's two Latin
phrases did not, in Mr Fernanda's
quaint phrase, ‘break my back’,
Actually | found them racher
pathetic. Cicera’s wail to Catl-
line was badly mangled (‘patentia’
Indeed!) and Apelles admonition
to the cobbler was used in an
inappropriate context. | wonder
if Mr Fernando spotted these
lapses: His elalm that Mr Haan's
letter contributed to the apti-
imperfalist movement tells us some-
thing of Mr Fernando's concept
of that movement. If Mr Ferpade
looks up St Luke +4:23 he will
learn that the correct text is:
‘physician heal thyself'.

H. W. Fowler
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with tha werld's capitals too.

We are better equipped today to esrry an cvan bigger load of responsibility on your behalf.

It is our mutwal 2rust and confidence that have helped us gain the coveted position of the most
sought-after bank in the local banking circles,

EOPLES BANIK

IN THE FOREFRONT WITH THE NATION

HEAD OFFICE  coLOMBO 2




NO ONE FLIES TO
SINGAPORE SO OFTEN

Only SIA offers five
non-stop flights a week
from Colombo to
Singapore. With an
exclusive choice of *Jumbo’
or 707 Superjet services.
Depart Mon, Thu, Sat

at 12.30 pm, and arrive
6.15 pm. Or depart Wed,
Sun at 2.05 pm, and
arrive 7.50 pm.

All our services offer
convenient same-day
connections from Singapore
to Australia, and

overnight connections COLQM BO,SINGAPORE

to the Orient.
Whichever flight you 5 FLIGHTS WEEKLY
choose, you’ll enjoy
a standard of inflight
service even other

airlines talk about.

And remember, _—
Agreatwaytofly &

the drinks are on us.  SINGAPORE AIRUNES B2/

Call your Travel Agent or SIA Office: Tel: 24148, 24181, 2150I; Lloyd’'s Building,
I5A Sir Baron )ayatilaka Mawatha, Colombo I.
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