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, Trends

Tougher Law

The TULF leadership, its  critjes
say, has caught the tiger's  tail!
But the tiger, |ike the pink panther,
Is leaving  behind 4 messy  tralf

of trouble,

According to the ‘Sun® the gaverp-

wider and much

‘Tiger' law which lapses jp mid-May.

When the bill was debated in the
N3A the Opposition argued that Jt
contained the harshest reguiations
Introduced  under the Emergency
(I2T1-77). In two widely circuigted
dnalytical essays, Mr. 5, Nadesan,
QC and Dr. Colvin R. de Sifva
sought to establish the point  that
the much condemned emergency
regulations had now becoma nermal law,

The government's tapflight spokes-
Men _met this criticism  with two
main arguments - (a) the law wil
be restricted, |n practice, to com.
batting terrorism in the north and
(5) It would he oberative for Just

one year, unlike ‘the prolonged
emergency.
The *Sun’ repore says  that the

Proposed faw will cover any actlvity
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which the police judge as ‘terrorise®
and any Individual can be kept jp
detention for ope year by the police
who need not tgke the  matzer
before a eoyrt af faw.

Gamini vs Gamini

Irrigation Minister  Gamini Dissa-
nayake who stccessfully  negotiated
the Mahaveli Bill through pariiament
has been alming  some  arrows gt
his  name-sake ~ Gamin friyagolle,
auther of the controversial book *Tha
Truth about the Mahayeli™ exCerpts
from which were first  published in
this journal. Gamini D has  not
named names byt everybody  knows
that ‘self-appointad pundits® s g
code-word for Gamin/ .

The lesser Gamini wos
cheered when pe dddressed a semipar
orgaonised by the Universitly’s Engi-
neering Faculty, There he threw a
challenge at a senfor englneer; «|f
there had been no political pressure
would you as a ‘technician have
staked your reputation on g claim
that this could be dope in 5-4
years?',

warmly

The hesitant answer come ; Welf,

We got a policy directive and we
have to  work  within that  policy
framework. .,

Polls preparation

The Sri Kotha brains—trust has
been almost lacerating its collectiye
cerebrum on how to meer opposition
Propaganda at the forthcoming polls.
The think-tank, formed before the
elections, cansists chiefly of ex-ccs
men, businessmen and assorted firo-
fessionals. M. Esmond  Wickreme.
singhe chairs the meetings whenever
he is In the country.

The T-T has been studying opinion
trends, scanning the oppasition press
and  examining  the speeches  of
Opposition  feaders to identify  the
princlpal propaganda paints that the
Opposition is likely to use. Then it
will think out counter-arguments tp
feed the party  press, campaign
Mandgers and platform speakers.

Iran's lessons
Mr. Anondatissa de Alwis has g

| Pleasing (dangerous ?) habit of making
=

. No issue on '
! April 15 |

On account of thej long |
| Easter/New Year holidays, |

production problems will |
| make it impossible for the |
| L. G. to publish the April
| 15tk issue while planning |
| its special edition of May

Ist, the journal’s first anni- |
| versary. The May |Ist¢ |
number will have severa| |
extra pages, g

| We regret therefore that [
| there will be noissue of this |
Papar on April |5, [

Regular readers with paid. |
| up subs will incur no [oss

| by the non-publication of

| Vol.1 No. 24,

I____________J

outspoken, and sometimes autrageous,
statements in public,

His latest:  oTpe SLBC
slngs., . .| he venue was g
YTMCA-Marga sponsored  seminar an
the media. Those who listened to
his  remarks closely predict  ghqs
another radio station (public  bread-

only

casting?) may be on the cards, But
there's tough resistance,
The two eminent journalists who

oddressed the meeting (Messrs Reggle
Siriwardena  gnd Michaey)
agreed on one point, Using the term
Popularised by the Lanka Guardian
they sald that the ‘malnstream
media'  had st off credibility.
Public opinion trends were far better
reflected, sqid they, by the stmp~
press" which is gp opinion-maker,
although its sphere of influence s
limited to the intelligentsia,

The most Interesting remark how-
cver was about Iran, Tha Shah's
downfall wos traced 9 a commun|-
catlon gap between the government
and the people, o £dp widened by
a0 press that pgd renounced  jtg
b asic dutles,



| Letters

Profits and exploitation

My article entitled ‘Cyclone '78 :
Natural Disacter Social Crisis',
scught to underline the essential
connection between the consequ-
ences of natural phenomena and
social structures. In a brief and
patronizing ccmment Costian de
Ves advised me on literary style,
challenged me on exploitative
and non-exploitative sccieties and
also on surplus and profits. He
ended his letter with references
to ‘‘gulags” etc. Having spurned
his advise on style, | raised a
pointed question on exploitation
and challenged him to make concre-
te criticizms of the Marxian concept
of surplus. For his other mean-
derings | called him an intellectual
yagrant.

Mr. de Yos now chides me
for name calling, meaningless gibes,
and unfunny things. Out of
diffidence, discretion or  plain
ignorance all he can come up
with is '*As for surplus not being
co-terminous with profits, | wish
Chintaka would tell Karl Marx
this the next time he runs into
him."" And this, after enjoining
me not to resort to unfunny
and meaningless gibes!

Anyway | must repeat :surplus
is not co-terminous with profits
as far as Marxian political econamy
is concerned. In support of my
contention, | offer Mr. de Vos
the following-the three volumes
of Capital, the 3 supplementary
volumes on the Theories of Surplus
Value, and *‘GRUMNDRISSE'. Quite
a wide choice really, buc if that's
too heavy going how about Lenin's
statement in the opening pages
of his essay on Karl Marx (in
the volume Marx—Engels-Marxism)
that : “Surplus vzlue is the source
of profits'? Or perhaps a line or
two from Engels' brief letter to
Schmide (1895) : *'the total profit
and the total surplus value can
only apptoximately coincide....
any coincidence between the rate
of profit and the sum of surplus
value, .. appears a sheer impossi-

bility."

For his part, Mr. de Vos, did
not venture to make the ‘concrete
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critleisms’ of the Marxist theory
of surplus that | invited him to
come up with. | for cne am fully
prepared to debate this central
tener of Marxian political economy,
but not with someane whe quite
plainly deesn’t know much about
that concept......such as the
distinction between surplus value

and profics. Debate is one thing,
but I'm afrald | simply don't
have time to tuter Mr. de VYos

Let me answer

on this auenion.
Mr. de Vos' posers:—

1} By exploitative societies |
mean societies where a minority
which owns the means of pre-
duction expropriate the surplus
value generated by the working
masses, the majority. Opposed
to this are non-exploitative
societies which would mean the
USSR, China, Cuba, Albania, GDR,
Vietnam, M. Korea, Laos, Czechos-
lovakia, Bulgaria, Rumania, Poland,
ete.

Many of these countries do
have a limited degree of private
enterprise in certaln peripheral
sectors of the economy, but in
the maln, these economies, and
therefore sccieties, are non—ex-
ploltative.  In  passing | must
caution Mr. de Yos not to con-
fuse material privilege with ex-
ploitation, as | fear he is apt to do.

2) In exploitative societies (capi-
talism we both agree fits into
this category) the adminlstration
is 2 component of a state
apparatus which Is structured to
serve that central purpose (explol-
tation), and to protect the
interests of the exploitative class
while oppressing the majority,
Its funetion in other words, is
to maintaln the class domination
of an exploitative minority. Mr.
de Vos agrees that a socialist
system unlike capitalism, Is non-
exploitative. Logically, the struc-
ture and function of the adminis-
tratrative apparatus of a socialist
society Is contrary to that in a
capitalist society, Concrete ex-
amples would obviously be the
same list as in (I) Once again |
would like to caution Mr. de Vos
that this in no way Implies a
lack of an authoritarian character

to the administrative apparatus
of socialist societies, Engels made
the distinction long ago.

P. 5. | did run into Marx
after all (studylng the rate of
profit at the latika Pola) and

found him in extremely good
cheer. Mow that Costain de Yos
himself has agreed that capitallsm
is inherently exploitative and
secialism is not, world revolution
was on the agenda. Funny old
fellow, very relevant.

Chintaka.

Price of a Palestinian

It has been reported In our
papers that the treaty between
the Eg}r{FLIans and lsraelis will cost
the US four billion dollars as aid to
both. Judas sold lesus for thirty
pieces of silver. Since there are
3 million Palestinians, what is the
price of a Palestinian for Mr.
Sadat and Mr. Begin?

Matale M. L. M, Zarook

Scientific question

Gamini Dissanaike's claim that
racing, blue films, junkies and ex-
clusive key clubs are capitalist
symptoms s interesting and possi-
bly true,

The scientific gquestion then
arises: What are the symptoms
behind the rampant alcohelism in
the Soviet Union?

Caolombo 3 Mohan

Deutschland uber alles?

Columnist ‘*Aryadeva’ must be
congratulated by all those who
value national independence, for
his expose of the ‘Cultural Cole-
nialism’ practised by West Ger-
man agencies. Taken together
with Jayantha Somasundaram’stwo
earlier articles on the nature of
the West German state and Its
through going complicity in the re-
pression in Chile, the danger of
this ‘penetration’ must be obvious
to all readers. If any criticism
has to be made it is that Arya-

(Continued on Page 19}



I News background

Can the ‘Centre’ hold ?

as the goverment firing a
W shot over the bows of the
Roman Church ? The question in-
trigued  well-informed political
abzervers who are aware that in-
fluential Christians are now trying
to persuade the government to

amend the rules which now
revent private  schools from
evying fees. On prize-day plac-

forms UNP leaders have dropped
some hopeful hints about a change
of policy that would free these
schools frem ‘depending on cha-
rity’. Was the UNP using the
state—run ‘Daily Mews' to tell
the Church te curb the activities
of its radical clerics?

If it was not a standard pres-
sure tactic with the subtle sug-
gestion of a quid pro quo, was
the sensational CDMN  ‘fead' the
journalistic fall-out from ideclogical
in—fighting in tbe Church jrself?
Like any vast organisation founded
on a doctrine that is open to
interpretation and is often inter-
preted with varying emphases,
the Church, frem the Vatican to
its peripheral units, has lts own
conservatives and its radicals, its
hardline ‘*hawks' and its ‘deves’,
Was this then Church/State politics
or Church politics?

The simplest explanation was
that it was a straight journalistic
job.

With this stery-ef-the-menth,
the newly appointed editor of
the CDN certainly started his
innings with an aggressive bang
to the boundary. Te underline
its importance, the lead story
bore the editor's imprimatur, a
practice traditionally reserved for
very special occasions.

The stery referred toa ‘subtle
campaign by a certain group of
priests’ (unidentified) to ‘discredit’
the UNP. The ‘group’ has crept
into the trade zane, and is alo
‘studying’ the problems of city
dwellers (housing, transport, prices)
probably in an effort to whip up

Pualled |

anti-UMP opinion before the |ocal
elections in May. This ‘gang of
seli-styled shepherds” should be
‘bluncly told to go to hell'. Far
Its part, the CDN advised them
(in bold capirals) : *GO-UNFROCEK,
YOURSELVES”, leaving both the
‘gang’ and the reader in some
doubt as to whether these “spiritual
bravado experts’ should descend
into limbo or retreat into a to-
wering inferno in full battle dress
or bare-bodied,

Style

Thus, it was not merely the
story and its political implications
but its tone that made it a
newspaper sensation.  Since the
CDN reader from the days of

the VWijewardenas is more accus-

tomed to the measured tone
than the machine-gun  manner,
the story's style shocked the

reading public and surprised the
journalist.

Chairman Bodinageda, a true
embodiment of dharmista virtues,
has sought to create a ‘Buddhist
ethos' in this inccitution, which
has dismayed some Christians
who hold top editorial and ex-
ecutive pests and several UNP
loyalists who find favourites of
the Premadasa (SLFP) regime snea-
king back into the mangemant's
confidence by an artful device
known to Dinamina newsmen as
“bodhipoaja™! The theory ctra-
tted out by Lake House journa-
lists  that Editer Fernanda, a
devoted Cathelic, was trying to
prove that his loyalties to State
and Party were as good as his
allegiance to the Church is too
facile altogether. A news editor
par exclience, Fernando is a

¢ Canrern amonyg $atholicy over Leftisi-leaning seclion

Is a religious gr
XY politics ? [B

oup in active

"B s

f;_.-r

no-nonsense, straight — from-the-
shoulder, give-the—story—the-full-
treatment journalist. The style
is the man.

A reference In the CDN ‘lead-
to a2 *“journzlist fellow—traveller”
who was formerly closely asso-
ciated with the SLFP" prompted
another theory that chis  was
incidentally an anti~Esmand move.
Esmond Wickremesinghe is boss
of the Sri  Kotha propaganda
machine,

The first CDN editor appointed
by the new government was an
‘Esmond’ nominee who was packad

off In three menths. Another
5ri Kotha man whe became
editor of the Dinamina was

recently demoted to the Silumina.
An ex-Esmond man, Malin Fer-
nando, lasted just over a hundred
days as Editorial consultant,

The journalist in the story s
an ‘Esmond’ protege now redused
to a somewhat precarious ex-
istence in a new madia set-up
in which the newspaper chieftans
hold the purse strings,

Opposition view

While journalists saw the affajr
through the magnifying glass of
professional *politics” (and intrigue),
the opposition press chooses to
see  medla happenings in the
light of real or imagined factional
feuds and personal conflicts in
the UMNP, The newspapers of
the SLFP, CPetc made much of
the fact that thz new CDN editor
is the brother-in-law of State
Minister, Mr. Anandacissa de Alwis,
apparantly the current favourite,
These journals argued that the

3



appointment wolld strengthen the
State Minlster's position vis—a-vis
Frime Minister, Mr. R. Premadasa,
who has the media smartly tuned
to his publicity wave-length,

Poker-faced the Aththa said
that a large wedding photo (the
marriage of the PM's brother-in-
law to the daughter of Mr. Siri-
scma Ranasinghe) published in the
CDM and Dinamina was =2n
attempt to embarriss the PM. A
UNP stalwart and a FTZ entre-
preneur, Mr. Ranasinghe, now the
TIMES boss, was regarded as a
Mathewite. The Industries Minis-
ter, Mr. Mathew is the third in
the UNP's tcp bracket of reign-
ing favourites. In the middle,
and younger, bracket are Trade
Minister Lalith  Athulathmudaii,
Irrigation Minister Gamini Dissa-
nayake and Employment Minister
Ranil Wickremasinghe.

In a government which Is pre-
cccupied with “image—making’ via
the media, the wedding, according
to the Opposition papers means
something, A point to Mr. Pre-
mzdasa, .a couple of points down
for Mr. Mathew in the race of the
front—runners, the report said,

The

A few days after the CDN
story, Fr. Tissa Balasuriya, Director
of the Centre for Scciety and
Religion, paid a call on the acting
Chairman of Lake House. Mr.
Lanka de Silva. The secret was
out; the cap was not only of the
right fit but its owner waore it
se|f-assuredly.

The CDN attack was directed
at the Centre and a group of
radical Catholic priests who are
taking active intellectual and prac-
tical interest in social affairs.
Like the *‘concerned scholar and
the “committed artist’, this group
represents a powerful trend with-
in the Church, and places ‘social
conscience’ high up in  their
ecclesiastical outlook and day-to-
day work. In Latin America
they play a leading role in al
popular movements, including libe-
ration struggles.  In Asian coun-
tries where the Church is strong,

Centre

they have won world renown
as brave champions of human
rights. This is certainly true of
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the Philippines and South Karea.
In India, they constitute a Vvery
influential group.

Third Worldist

In part, this tendency is a
men fertation of the basic attempt
of the Church to adapt to the
conditions of contemporary society,
to free itself from its Euro-centred
past and identify Itself with the
aspirations and struggles of Third
World peoples who of course
represent an untapped, potentially
large resource for conversion.

The Centre, located in an
ill-lic complex of tight cubiclesin
a small building near the Fatima
Church, Maradana, spensors semi-
nars, publishes booklets, and
employs a few research workers.

During the SLFP
held seminars on Mr. Felix Dias
Bandaranaike's Investment Gua-
rantee Law (Draft) and saw Mr,
Ronnie de Mel, MP tear the Bill
to pleces. It had a well-attended
symposium on the Tea Industry.
lts semin:r on the multi-nationals
brought the besses of the Tobacco
Co. and Lever Bros to its humble
doorstep to defend the MNC's,
lts post-election seminar had
leading representatives from every
olitical party. Among these who
ave led discussions are several

Cabinet Ministers, chairmen of
corporations, top businessmen,
academics, editors, and |awyers.
Quixotic Rasputins

Twenty four hours after the
Vatican’s *“mullahs' so to say
went into action from pulpits

perhaps as powerful as the edi-
torial offices of Lake House. The
Sunday sermons made direct and
obligue counter—attacks on the
CDN for its attempt to ‘punish’
the Church and ‘teach it a lesson’.
A few days later the Bishops’
Conference issued a reply which
was published in the CDN on
page 12 with an Editor's note
and an editorial entitled *Ras-
putins”’. The [eading article,
obviously penned by a practised
hand at editorialising scoffed at
the self-same Rasputins for be-
having like Don Quixotes tilting
at ‘mutinacional windmills’.

regime, It

The Church, which is probably
the most successfull multi-national
in history, has never been short
of dialectical skill. The Catholic
Messenger presented les case in
a succinet second editorial:

“Do Catholics have equal
rights, along with other citi-
zens, to engage in the pelitical
life of the country, or are they
second-class citizeus? Is this a
democratic state in which free-
dom of action and expression
are guaranteed by the Consti-
tution and repeatedly assured
by the President and FPrime
Minister?"

s this the beginning of
another BJB style witch hunt
against Catholics 2"

“As far as the Church s
concerned, it feels obliged to
take an active interest in people,
for that Is its mission and
ministry, and in all areas of
human activity, including poli-
tieal, for the ultimate destiny
of the human race cannot be
considered by excluding any
part of their actlvity. This has
been conceded by many Papal
pronouncements. Of course, the
Church Is obliged to stay poli-
tically neutral and commanded
to respect all legally constituted
authority. It is like—wise oppo-
sed to atheistic materialistic
systems of gevornment and to
unfair exploitation of man and
to violations of human rights
anywhere."

In superpower style, the ‘Catho-
lic Messenger’ also produced
some Impressive (ideclogical) air-
cover. From Mexico came its
report that Archbishop Ahumada

had asked the government to
grant “priests the same  rights
as other citizens......and for

legislation granting them a poli-
tical yoice In national affairs’.

From New York it reported a
speech of Senator Patrick Moyni-
ham (former U. S, Ambassador
to the UMN) lashing out at *‘anti-
Catholic bigotry' in America..

On the front page it reporfed
that a conference of India, Paki-
stan, Bangladesh and Sri' Lanka



will be held in Colombo March

25-77. The hosts will "be the
the Bishops Conference of Sri
Lanka.

Is the Press vs Church ashort
skirmish or will 1t be protracted
war? “How many divisions has
the Pope "' asked Stalln. Can
the Lazke House afford the scepti.
cal disdain of the Generalissimos

Petition on
peasants’ cause

he Janatha Viaparayaheld a well
T—attended Public Rally at De
Mel Park, Colombo on the 22Znd
evening. The Janatha Viaparaya
was founded two years ago during
the United Front regime and
organized a series of seminars
and public meetings throughout
the country-together with the
signing of a mammoth petition —to
agitate for the release of politj-
cal prisoners, the repeal of re-
pressive legislation and safeguard-
ing of democratic and human
rights. Recently the organisation
was revived after the Cyclone to
espouse the cause of the Cyclone

victims. They have been active
in the Cyclone relief work,
especially In the Polonnaruwa dis-
trice, and concerned themsalves

with the problems of the people
in the area, Various progressive
political groups, trade unions and
public organisations have combined
under the lantha Viaparaya banner.
A petition of 10,000 signatures
high-lighting the problems and
demands of the Cyclone victims
was taken in procession on the 22nd
morning from the Fort Railway
Station to the Minlstry of Defence
and was officially presented to
the Deputy Minister of Defence,
Mr. T. B. Werapitiya, who accepted
it on behalf of the President,
Among the delegates who pre-
sented -the petition were the Ven,

Ahangama  Dharmarama Thero,
Bishop Leo MNanayakkara, Ariya-
wansa Gunasekera-FPresident, Sa-

mstha Lanka Govi Sammelanaya,
and 4 peasants from Polonnaruva,

In the evening, the Public Rally
was Reld to publicise these pro-
Slems and demands.

Look, TV’s here !

Fcr the island's affluent one
percent April will not be the
cruelest month, as the poet would
have it. At the auspicious hour
of three in the after-noon of
April l4th when over 13 million
Sinhalese and Tamils are parti-
cipating in tradicional Mew Year
festivities, about 3000 TV sets
will come alive. A UNESCO sur-
vey has estimated that there
would be abouc 10,000 TV sets
by 1980 and about 50,000 by |924,
the year of the first presidential
election.

Alive to the importance of TV
and jts immense potential as a
mass communication medium, the
government has generously reduced
the import duty on TV sets from
309 to 12%. Colour TV sets are
being sold, according to the size
of the screen, at prices ranging
from [0,000/- to 30,000/-. Almost
all the sets are of lapanese make
and Colombo firms say that about
20 sets are being sold dally,
some on Hire Purchase terms,

If Singapore s
coloured visionary ‘model’ of
development and  progress for
SriLanka's cosmopolitan upper
crust, the magic box has been
an elusive status symbol. Now
the ‘Singapore Girl' (one of the
cleverest advertising gimmicks of
recent times) the girl of his
dreams of the Good life, will walk
softly into Colombe's drawing
rooms. ‘“Come home and see the
Tom lones Show" will become
the standard Invitation of proud
C7 matrons (no more pot luck
and the OIld 5Stuff) and che
owner of the colour TV set will
be an object of awe and envy

the techni-

in  the neightbourhood.,  Sri
Lanaka enters the TV age and
social historfans of the future

will probably name ita landmark
in the evolution of life-styles and
patterns of culture.

Once again private enterprise
has bested the State in bringing
the country to the threshold of
the TV era. Despite a grant of
IE million US dollars by the
Japanese goverment and the finest
technical assistance, State Tele-

commercial

vision will be a
in |98].

ITVN which becomes operational
on April l4th is ownsd by a
private firm whose joint managing
directors are heirs to a great
family cradition in the field of
mass media, Mr. Anil Wijawardena
is the grandson of Mr. D. R,
Wijewardena, founder of Lake
House. His co-managing director
is Mr. Shantilal Wickremesinghe,
son of Mr. Esmond Wickrema-
singhe, former Managing Director
of Lake House and a son-in-law
of ‘D. R’ The UNP government's
top media expert, Mr. Esmond
Wickremesinghe, is Sri Lanka's
chief delegate to all international
conferences which discusses the

reality only

on-going issue of Third World
independence  and  ‘information
imperialism'. He was the first

Asian chairman of the 1. P. 1, and
is on the governing board of the
Press Foundation of Asia, Manila,

The ITVN's foreign collaborator
is Pacific Telecommunications Inc.,
the subsidiary of Consolidated
Amusements of Hawali.

Meanwhile the State Radio also
takes a step forwrrd in  April.
It opens the first of six relay
stations on April 12th at Anura-
dhapura. The others will be
located in  Matara, Batticaloa,
Ratnapura, Amparai and Senkada-

gala.. This could be the first
step in breaking the 50 years
old S5tate monopoly over the
sound broadcasting medium.

(See Trends),

The Mational Broadcasting A u-
thority gave two licences . to
private firms interested in TV.
The other, Maurice Roche, have
eiher laid by the project or
abandoned it

There isalso ‘radio silence' on
yet another Wijewardena venture
in media......a new daily paper
by Upali Wijewardena, Sri Lanka's
NY-:: | industrialist and boss of
the Trade Zons,

The Information Ministry denied
a story published in a2 SLFP
paper, the Nation, about a pri-
vate US firm opening a 24 hour
radio sration here,



Jaffna

The streets

by Jayantha Somasundaram

here Is a conspiracy afoort,

A conspiracy to paint life in
the Morth in melodramatic colours,
To make out that anarchy rules the
peninsula, that terror is looming
overhead. This conspiracy is effec-
ted through a vicious campalgn of
false rumours and impressions,
the origins of which are not
easy to unearth. Last week ateam
of thirty journalists, representing
the local and international print
and electronic media set out for
the North. While they were there
Colembo was buzzing with rumours
of a curfew in Jaffna—the con-
spiracy was in action.

In reality the security situation
in laffna is impeccable where civi-
llians, both Sinhalese and Tamils
are concerned. Jaffna SP Mr,
Egodapitiya told the press that
Jaffna has a lower crime rate than
Colembo. The Incumbent of the
Maga Deepa Vihare assured the
journalists of the sense of security
that prevalls in the North. How-
ever manipulated panic has kept
Sinhalese students from returning
to the University of laffna after
the August 77 disturbances, and
has also kept Sinhalese visitors
out of the peninsula,

The Police on the other hand
lost another constable, a Tamil
one, last week. He is the twelfth
policeman to be assassinated, The
policemen could be the targets of
criminals or political extremists.
But the police have no way of
knowing which, since they receive
lictle public f.c:o_Feration in their
investigations. This appears to be
due to the fear and suspicion
that pecple have of the Police
and Armed Forces in the Morth,

Pollce often react with wild aban-
dan in the aftermath of the assassi-

(The Lanka Guardian's

| Jayantha Somasundaram was |
| in the team of journalists |
invited 1o tour the North by
the Gavernment Agent Jaffna.
The trip was sponsored by
the Ministry of Information),

are quiet

nation of policemen. Last week the
Assistant Government Agent of
Vellanai, Mr. Thambimuttu, was
among those who were pulled out
of a vehicle and assaulted by
uniformed men.

TULF TENDENCIES

The political situation Is com-
plex. There appear to be three
strands of opinion prevalant in
the TULF. The party leadership
is committed unequivecally to a
separate state, one that s secured
by non-violence. However, V.
Navaratnam, MP for Chavacach-
cheri, expresses a moderate opi-
nion. He says that if the Tamil
Nation is recognised as such and
self-determination s guaranteed,
it is possible to live in one coun-
try.

The Tamil l[llangar Peruvai,
the Youth erganisation of the TULF
professes to be Marxist—Leninist,
and politically they may not be far
from extremist groups that call
for revolution through armed scrug-
gle, as the last resort,

Ronnie on IMF

subsidies

r. Ronnie de Mel, the Finance

Minister, has welcomed the
IMF decision to make its criteria for
lending more flexible. The Finan-
cial Times Asla Editor who met Mr.
de Mel in London reported:

“Protests, mainly by developing
countries, at the stringent condi-
tlons attached to leans have resul-
ted In the |MF's Issue of a new set
of guidelines to take account of
political and soclal difficulties.  Sri
Lanka had objected to the pace at
which the IMF tried to force the
Government in Colembe to cut back
subsidies so as to switch expendi-
ture to development.

“Turkey, Peru, Egypt and Zalre
have objected even more strongly
to conditions sec by the IMF.

“Mr. de Mel said the Government
felt ‘rather strongly that the IMF

did not take fully into account the
social and political realities of Sri
Lanka.’

“The Government is belleved to
have been under pressure from the
IMF which is said to have argued
that because the removal of a rice
subsidy did not result in riots and
disorder, there was scope to phase
out other subsidies ac a faster
pace,

“A compromise has now been
reached under which subsidies will
be phased out over three—four years
depending on the creation of new
jobs."

The Bookies at
it again

he local Bookles, on the eve
of the coveted Flat Season
'79 with the 200th Derby in its
calender, have given another
shattering blow to their clients.

On the final day of the recent
Cheleenham Festival, the Book-
makers who publish the race-

cards announced ex cathedra that
the payment of place dividend of
1f3rd would be reduced to |I/5th
and that the BTT would not be

charged on the punter with
immediate effect.
The informed punters are of

the opinlon that the brief minor
concession of enhanced place divi-
dend has boomeranged on the
Bookles and a Blg Bookie had to
pay out over 50 million on place
maney in the past few weeks.

1See how dirty their tacticsare "
sald one punter to this journal
last week. *'When they win they
diddle you with promises of con-
cessions they never keep. For, when
the BTT issue was not there they

were paying us lf4cth on the
place. The funny thing Is that
while the Bookles themselves

were divided on the manner of
levying the BTT they seem to
have agreed unanimously on the

payment of below normal place
dividend ! Thank Ged, however,
that at least one jourpal cared
to write about us." G. D.



, International news

The battle for

by Mervyn de Silva

hen Prime Minister Mossa-

degh nationalised the il
industry on a resolution carried
by an overwhelming majority of
the Majlis, the Iranian parliament,
Dr. Mehdi Barzagan was placed
in charge of the Mational Iranian
Oll Company.

Allen Duiles engineered the coup
against Mossadegh. The chief plot-
ters were high level officers In
the lranian army and the secret
police, later the dreaded Saval.
The Shah returned in triumph,
the ‘vital interests’ of the Wast
saved and the Majlis became the
Emperor’s rubber stamp. Thus
the will of the people was thwar-

ted and the Mossadeghist ‘revo-
lution® strangled at birth.
Today Dr. Barzagan is lran's

Prime Minister. Once again in
exile the Shah fears that his as-
sets, estimated at about 5 times
Sri Lanka's national revenue last
year, may be frozen by the Swiss
authorities if they yield to Iranian
pressure, Some of the prominent
anti-Mossadegh plotters were re-
warded by the Shah and held
high and powerful positions in
Iran. After the explosive events
of October, many of them fled
the country when the going was
still good. Some were tried and
executed in the past few weaks
by ‘Islamic Revolutionary Commit-
tees”. Others are in hiding.

The lranian oil industry is once
more in lranian hands, The U, §.
which mastermined the overthrow
of Mossadegh has suffered what
a Republican party cricique of Mr.
Carter’s foreign policy described
last month as a ‘bigger blow than
Vietnam’. Often history rtakes its
own time to savour better per-
haps the sweetness of "revenge.

Three years after the Iranian
coup (1953) Nasser nationalised
the Suez Canal, and the Anglo—

French-lsraeli ‘*police action’ nea-

Ayatolial Kfomeind

rly brought the world to the
brink of war. Elsewhere in the
Arab world and beyond the Sahara
into ‘black’ Africa, (Algeria, Irag,
Libya, Congo, Angola, Ethiopia,
Mozambique atc) new leaders and
regimes emerged with the same
broad objective. Dressed in uni-
form, some were ‘bonapartist’
colonels, while others were sim-
ple, ordinary civilians like Patrice
Lumumba. OFf varying ideclogical
persuasion, these |eadars have been
pure natjonalists and anti-impe-
rialists, or well-intentioned re-
formers, radicals or revolutionaries
In the first instance, the only
commoen feature is their response
to the basic aspiration of a gra-
dually awakened people to take
command of their national resour
ces; to control their own desti-
nies,

On March 30, the Ira-
nians were asked to voto ‘yesd,
or ‘no’ to the question: Do
you wish to replace the former |
regime with an Islamic repu- |
blic?*?

But challenge and response, as
Toynbee would have it, js the
logic of history. Attack and
counter-attack. The nationalist at-

tack on foreign interests has
prompted a counter—thrust, an
aggressive  reaction which takes

different forms, overt and covert—
the coup, the assasination, the
military intervention, the economic
sgeeze, the planned subversion.

So, defeats and reverses
of course punctuated successes.

What  would have happenad,
what kind of Iran would have
taken shape If the Mossadeghist
‘revolution’ had run its natural
course! The question may seem
academic. It is not a matter for
idle speculation. Prime Minister
Barzagan is the legitimate heir to

have

the Mossadeghist legacies. He
stands for a republican, secular,
democratic and in  his terms a

‘medern’ lIran; an lran which would

be %Enuinef‘f independent econo-
mically, and non-aligned in foreign
affairs.  Iran  has already |eft

CENTO and applied for non-aligned
membership, this is a point of
crucial importance right now be-
cause the Mossadeghist tradition
is only one element in that power-
fully explosive yetr strange combi-
nation that produced the new
revolution. Some of the socig-
economic causes which led to this
situation have been examined in
the earlier articles in this series—
the accumulated grievances of the
poor, the ever-widening gap bet-
ween the haves and the have—nots,
foreign exploitation and corruption,
the migration to the cities, the
visibly extravagant expenditure on
the armed forces and ‘‘prestige”
projects, the ‘culture shock’ of the
westernisation of Iran's  ruling
clique (what Professor Ajami called
‘the official culture’). Reprassion
sealed the pact betwaen all anti—
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Shah forces and in the end his

own fate,

Bur how long would this coali-
tion of disparate groups retain
a unity that was in effect an
alliance—in-actioen rather than a
partnership of forces committed
to a clearly conceived design for a
new lran? The Avyatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, for example, has his
ewn fervently cherished ideas about
‘an Islamic republic’.

Governments  take  decisions
which automatically become natio-
nal policy, But who is lran's
decision-maker? The Ayatollah has
moved to the holy city of Qom
from where he continues to issue
‘edicts’ In  the name of the
“Komiteh,"the Revelutionary Coun-
cil that speaks for the ‘Revolu-
tion'. Premier Barzagan's provi-
sional government and him minis-
ters meet in Tehran the country's
capital and make pelicy prencun-

cements on a wide range of
questions. This physical separa-
tion offers a convenient symbol

of the basic problem that now
bedevils [ran—two centres of autho-
rity, one embodying as it were
the ‘spirit" of the revolution and
the other entrusted with the day-
to-day administration.

Several events in the past few
weeks, some quite trivial, under-
line the significance of this yet
unreselyed issue of power, The
Ayatollah places a ban on frozen

meat. (A body-blow incidentally
to the MNew éeaiand economy).
His ‘Komiteh’ which consists of

several Iranians who have retur-
ned from exile after a dozen
years or more approve an order
by the ‘mullahs® on the black
chador or veil for women, and
promptly women’s rights organi-
sations take to the street to
protest agalnst the command. A
counter-demonstration gheraos the
state Radio and TV station's dire-
ctor—general. In a2 more serious
dispute over summary executions,
Dr. Barzagan makes a symbolic
journey to Qom to plead with the
Ayatollah. Executions are suspen-
ded, The trial of ex-premier
Hoveda will now be a public
trial with defence counsel, and
foreign observers. An influential
group of ‘Ayatollahs’ want the

B

Koranic law to prevall in all finan-
cial matters, including bank cradit,
and lran's modern banking system
which was nearly wrecked by stri-
kes in Movember faces a new
crisis.

Meanwhile, the lranian radical
and leftwing groups, comparatively
small in number but well-orga-
nised, have demanded that the
big foreign banks be nationalised.
Their vision of lran is a secular
democracy, more socialist in econo-
mic policy. But Dr, Barzagan's eco-
nomic advisers are trying to res-
tore ‘“‘foreign confidence' and are
invicing the foreign banks and
enterprises Lo return.

At the height of the anti-
Shah struggle, the opposition used
the oil weapon in a new way.
Average daily production tumbled
down from over 5 million barrels
to less than the 800,000 needed
for domestic use.

But power flows not only from

a barrel of crude oil but the
barrel of a gun. The Iranian
army Is stlll the single most

powerful Institution in the country.
As the anti-Shah movement pro-
ved itself a spontaneous, intense,
popular agitation, the army com-
mand, frightened about possible
consequences, retreated into a
discreec ‘neutrality’, Will they
remain neucral, especially If the
disparate groups that led the
mass movement start to squabble?

There are other groups which
are also armed, notably the mili-
tiamen, loyal to the Ayatollah,
the zealously Islamic Mujahideen-
e=Khalq, and the left-minded Fe-
dayeen-e-Khalg.

Once the lid of repression was
forcibly removed other forces,
long dormant, have burst into
life. The essentially ideological
and political struggle over the
‘new’ lran has been confounded
by the intrusion of contending
ideas, principally the separatist
ideas of ethnic groups like the
Kurds, The death of Mustapha
Barzani a few weeks ago adds an
ironic touch to the most recent
clashes in the north. The leader
of the Kurdish secessionist move-
ment in neighbouring lrag, Bar-
zani and his men were given san-
ctuary and open military assistanca

Mid-East Vacancies

President Carter has advised
President Sadat not to seck
the role of ‘regional policeman.’
According te agency reports,
Sadat said chat since the down-
fall of the Shah, it was necessary
to safeguard US interests and
protect western oil  routes,
Egypt was ready to do so and
defend Arab states like Saudi
Arabia and ‘punish’ other Arab
states like Libya, Irag, etc.

POST OF POLICEMAN
(regional)

APPLICANT'S MAME :
Anwar L, Sadat

PERMAMNENT ADDRESS :
Cairo, Egyprt.

CTHER ADDRESSES :

Camp David, US.
Jerusalem, Israel.

QUALIFICATIONS :
Named No. |.
at Baghdad.

Mamed MNeo. | Enemy of
Palestinian people,

Traitor

AVWARDS :
MNobel Peace Prize (half)

REFEREMNCES :

Shah of lran
Mobutu
Menzhem Begin.

Memo to Secratary of State :

Cy,

Doubt candidate's suitabi-
lity. Reported to be having
serious domestic problems,
Can we send him for a crash
course to Professor Deng
Xijaoping, Regional Police
hqrs, East Asial

Yimmy C.




by the Shah in his effort to
weaken the radical Baathist regime

in Baghdad. It was part of his
dutles as a regional policeman
seeking to impose his hegemony

in the area.

The continuing confusion In
Iran is the outcome of an inter-
connected struggle which has |
think three maln features:

(2) A clash and a contest of ideas,
not always clearly conceived by
its advocates, about the ‘new’
Iran. While there is a wide area
of agreement on the need for a
complete break with the past,
the institutions, practices and per-
sonnel of the hated Shah regime,

there is a sarious confliet over
how radizal the transfarmation
should be,

(b) Each group within the wide
embrace of the anti-Shah move-

ment s seeking to assert its
ascendancy and claim at least a
share of effective power as the

reward for active participation.

{c) Each group, not totally trus-
ting the othars, is retaining its
autonomy (and  its  firepower)
while watching the basic direction
in which lIran is moving,

In such cireumstances |ran s still
in the throes of installing a new
policy-cum-decision making com-
mand structure and the adminis.

:i‘.l'.l-e;ilan--:l
Towards non

hailand, the home of SEATO.

may soon join the waiting
list of applicants for non-aligned
membership. Having quit CENTO,
Iran has already asked for full
and formal membership. Pakistan
has always been keen on some
‘status’ in the movement but
India has correctly objected to
any concessions on the grounds
of CEMTO membership. Pakistan
has now left CENTO.

On a 9-day visit to Bangkok,
my fourth in three years, | found a
remarkable change in official Thai
thinking. The ordinary Thai is
usually talkative but when vyou
climb wp the heirarchical ladder,
Thais In Important posts tend to
give you a nod, a friendly smile
and litcle else. Yet every Thai
takes a qufet pride in the fact
the his country in ics long histary
as a nation has maintained a

secure  neutrality. SEATO, US
bases, the VYietnam war and US
troops in Thailand changed all

that and Thailand found herself
on the losing side of the liberation
war in Indo-China.

The US bases were gradually
dismantled and US forces with-
drawn., Mow, SEATO is defunct.
While the Thal leaders realize
that the Thai-US connection has
adversely affected Thailand's ex-
ternal polices and her relations
with her neighbours, new develop-

alignment

ments have made theam worry
about the country's independence
and security, and peace in the
region.

The first is the Chinese Inva-
sion of Yietnam. Even more than
the actlop  itself it was the

arrogant announcement that China
would teach a lessan to a small
neighbour that changed the public
mood here, a Thai editor explained
to me. The second reason Is
the revolution in [ran, US reac-
tions and US policy over Tajwan.
Reslsting US pressures, the Thai
leaders are not impressed by US
pledges any more,

This is the significance of Prime
Minister Kriangsak Chomanan's
visit to Moscow. It is an attempt
to counter WS-China pressures
by closer relations with the USSR
and the socialist bloc.  “The
Thais like the term positive
neutralicy but they are gravitating
towards non-alignment and It is
a0  encouraging sign” a senior
Indian diplomat said, At ECAFE,
officials also note that Thalland
and other ASEAM countries are
expanding economic relations with
COMECON, and the socialist bloc
Is responding positively to this
policy.

Mon-aligned embassies in Bang-
kok are watching these develop-
ments in Thai policy with keen
interest,

M. R.

trative apparatus necessary for the
restoration of npeormal conditions
and stabilicy.

As | wrotz in my introductory
article no new equilibrium will
be reached until thess issues are
resolved and a settled balance of
forces gains popular acceprance.
Until  this happens the Iranian
peolitical scene will remain confused
and army intervention cannot be
ruled out.

“Islam may have been the uni-
ting force of the resolution but
the motive was to obtaln free-
dom™ wrote Fariborz Atapour,
a_prominent lranian journalist,
“The revolution is |slamic” replias
Dr. Ibrahim Yazdi, a top Kho-
meini alde" and anyone who thinks
otherwise will be in serious error'™.
If indeed the Islamic movement
is the most formidable force and
Khomeini is its unchallenged sym-
bol, what sort of ‘lslamic’ repu-
blic will it be: and how will it
affect Iran's ragional role? While
the future alone can furnish the
answer, the fall of the Shah has
already cast a long shadow over
the whole area,

Iran was one of the principal

props of a new US sub-system,
itself the by~ product of the
Nixon—Kissinger doctrine. More

than any of his compatriots and
contemporarise, Kissinger had a
firm conceptual grasp of global
power and in a changing world
environment understood what the
US, in Its own interests, could
and could not do.

The ‘lessons of Vietnam' is a
simplistic way of saying It but a
convenient way nonetheless. The
lessons of Vietnam (what happe-
ned in the battlefield, its impact
on world opinion, on the US
economy, and the US political
system) wzre marked wall and
inwardly digested, The limits of
US power were identifled. More
importantly, it was realised chat
this power, still enormous, could
not be deployed as freely, as
Indiscriminately or as insouciantly
a5 YWashington had bosn  accus-
tomsd to think In an ags which
was once described with excessive
szli-confidence as an Amezrican
century.

(Conritied an Page 19)



Indo - China

Peaceful co-existence and

by Amara Senanayake

he charge that Vietnam flou-

ted the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence which forms
the basis of MNon-Alignment, is
worth closer examination here,
When it Is levelled by the U.S.
and its ASEAM allies this charge
can and must be dismissed with
contempt. The US which actively
indulged in Intervention, aggres-
sion and wanton destruction in
. Indo-China until it was forcibly
ejected by the armed peoples of
these countries has no right to
volce **moral” opinions on this
issue. The same applles to the
ASEANMN countries who supported
the US war effort In military and

political terms. However, when
voices in the progressive ranks
and even within the socialist

camp echo this charge and point
an accusin finger at Vietnam,
it is clear a sign of confused
thinking which also throws light
on the revisionist deviations with-
in the World Communist move-
ment,

According to  the
Stalinist conception, peaceful co-
existence was that aspect  of
foreign policy to be pursued in
the  state-to-state diplomatic
relations between countries wich
different social systems. It was
neyer meant to be <the main
interpational policy line of the
socialist states and their ruling
communist partles. This latter was
meant to be none other than
proletarian internationallsm.
Cne of the main facets of modern

Leninist-

revisionism was in fact the sub-
stitution of the 5 principles of
Peaceful Coexistence in place of

proletarian internationalism as the
general line of the foreign policy
of socialist countries and Commu-
nist parcies, Initiated by Krusch-
chev in 1956, this revisionistic
deviation was subscribed te in
varying degrees by almost all the
Communist and WWorkers parties
through their acceptence of the

|957 and |960 Declzrations.

Maon-interference in the internal
affairs of other countries, respect

0

for territorial integricy and natio-
nal SO‘JEFEFEI‘IH}’ etc are corner—
stones of peaceful coexistence, it
is true, but how do they square
with proletarian internationalism?
This is a basic question that must
be tackled by all Marxist-Leni-
nists. Proeletarizn internationalism,
stipulates that *the needs and
interests of the proletarian strug-
gle in a single country should
be subordinated to the needs
and interests of this struggle on
an international scale' and that *a
pecple who has overthrown capi-
talism should be ready and will-
ing, if they are so able, to make
the greatesc sacrifices in  order
to overthrow world capitalism®,
Quoting Lenin's dictums, 5talin
identifies two basic principles of
rendering ‘rapid, thorough and
effective’ internacionalist assistance
by socialist countries to the
struggling proletariat of all other
countries. In 'The October Re-
volution and Tactics of Russian
Communlists’ (1924) Stalin says:—

How should this aid be expres-
sed? Firstly, in the victorious coun-
try *carrying out the maximum
realizable in one country for the
development, support, awakening of
revelution in  all countries" and
secondly in that “the victorious
proletariat of one country...,

after organizing its socialist pro-
duction, should stand up....
agalnst the remaining, capitalist
world, attracting to ltself the
oppressed classes of other coun-
tries, raising revelts in those
councries against the capitalises,

in the event of necessity coming
out even with armed force against
the exploiting classes and cheir
governments ., "

Then again, around 1919, Lenin
stated that a fundamenrtal princi-
ple of proletarian internationalism
was to do the utmost In render-
ing resolute moral and material
assistance to the revolutionary,
and only the genulnely revolucio-
nary line In all countries,

These are the principles which
infermed the foreign policy of the

internationalism

Sovier Socialist state and its lead-
ing force, the CP5U, in the days
of Lenin and 5talin. At the time,
this constituced the general line
of the international palicy of the
world communist movement, until
it was replaced by the line of
‘Peaceful Coexistence' under Krus-
hchev. Some points nesd to be
made here. Firstly, that dictates
of proletarian internationalism
can, on occasion, run counter to
the five principles of peaceful
coexistence, and if and when
such a contradiction does arise
then it is the former that
should be considered the pri-
mary aspect of this contra-
diction.

It is clear that in jts purest
expression, proletarian internatio-
nalism takes the form of armed
assistance which transcends natio-
nal boundaries. (This has been
the policy of the Cuban Revolu-
tion and was best personified by
Che Guevara). Such transnational
armed solidarity may well run
counter to ‘non-intervencion in
internal affairs of other countries’
and ‘respect for territorial Inte-

grity and national sovereignity
etc’. The next point to be made
is that proletarian internationa-
lism is operative not only in

respect of capitalist countries but
also in the case of socjalist coun-
tries. If a victorious proletariat
of a given country Is faced with
the threat of internal counter-
revolution or external Interven-
tion, then It s the duty of other
socialist countries te render inter-
nationalist assistance. Furthermore
if a revolutionary leadership de-
viates from the path of Marxism-
Leninism, such assistance is neces-
sary on the part of fraternal
parties. Though this is mainly
in the form of Ideological pole-
mics and political debate, can it
take the form of armed clashes?
it may well be asked. The contra-
diction between the prolecariat
and nonproletarian classes in a
country where the old exploiting
classes have been eoverthrown,
sometimes does take a violent turn.



As Stalin correctly pointed out-
a communist or orkers parcy
in power may succumb to oppur-
tunistic deviations and in such an
event, the government of that
country (being dominated by the
party) will alse fall prey to revi-
slonism. The government however
must be distinguished from the
state,

This is true not only of capital-
ist countries but aiso of socialist
ones. In a socialist country the
state |5 the organization of the
proletariat as state power., |ts
tasks are to crush the resistance
of the expleiters, to organize the
soclalist economy, to gradually eli-
minate social classes etc. The
government on the other hand is
the upper section, the leadership,
of the state organisation, lts tasks
comprise policy-making and implem-
entation on a day-to-day basis. VWhen
the ruling communist party, leadar-
ship and therefore, the government
adopts a revisionist policy the con-
tradiction between the government
and the state Is exacerbated, since
the governmental policy comes into
confiict with the fundamental inte-
rests of the proletariat as crystal-
lized in the proletarian state (je.
the dictatorship of the proletariat),
This was Stalin’s view, as expres-
sed in 1926327,

At its most intense level this
contradiction reaches the stage of

a violent contestation culminating
in the overthrow of the leadership
ie., the government. In such an
event [t is the internationalist
duty of the other socialist states
(ie. of other proletarian dictacor-
ships) to Intervene actively and
come to the assistance of the ge-
nuinely revelutionary line which,
in epposition to revisionism, repre-
sents the scientific expression of
the interests of the proletariat in
that given country. This is what
took place in East Germany in
1953, Hungary in 1956 and Cze-
choslovakia in 1968. This is also
what took place in Kampuchea
recently. Proletarian internat-
ionalism, as we said, should take
precedence over the principles
of peaceful-coexistence and non-
alignment. Furthermore, when
the dictates of the former come
into conflict with one of the
principles of the latter, such as
that of MNational Sovereignty,
then, Marxist-Leninists recog-
nize that such Sovereignty is
in a sense, [imited, being subor-
dinated to the demands and
duties of proletarian internat-
ionalism. |t is in this light that
Marxist-Leninist should view the
problems in Indo-China, solidarize
with and support the actions of
the Vietnamese Communists in
respect of the Pol Pot regime.

Y S e R

T dont’ know what got inte me
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hat, and then I invaded Vietnam ...*
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| Poverty

Profiles of Sri Lankan poverty (2)

Caste and

he conditions relating to

health reflecc the benefit of
the free health services that have
been fairly  well distributed
throughout the island, Health
conditions appear to be ‘worse
in the estate sector where the
pcorest  households contain a
number of cazes of serious dis-
ability and illness. In the other
rural “sitvations of the study, the
poorest households appear to have
satisfactory access to the govern-
ment medical facilities as well
as to the ayurvedic medical system.
All the studies report that con-
diticns relating to merbidity are
fairly satisfactory. In many cases
even the poorest households have
had access to immunisation faci-
lities. Mone of the studies has
discoverad any endemic condition
of ill health or high rates of
mortality, particularly infant mor-
tality, which are SFECiﬁC to the
condition of absolute poverty,
The studies of Walgampaya and
Henegama however report evi-
dence of physical underdevelop-
ment and malnutritien. In many
of the situations studied, envl-
ronmental sanitatlon seems to
be poor. This is true of Parana-
gama, Henegama and Walgampaya.
Few.of the households in the
goverty group have no latrine
and several households have to
share a common well. Some of
the wells used for drinking water
have no protecting wall and other
safeguards against pollution. Poor
envirconmental sanitation s one
common characteristic of these
pockets of acute poverty. It s
however not entirely a result
of a lack of resources In these
households. The conditions reflect
a level of sanitation to which
households appear ta have been
traditionally accustomed. Greater
cleanliness in individual households
and better collection action for
improving conditions pertaining to
environmental sanitation for the
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whole poor community is possi-
ble regardless of their present
poverty.

It was pointed out that the
possession of skills in literacy
and numeracy was also another
determinant of the level of living.
Lack of these skills create a con-
dition of absolute dependence in
regard to all relationships which
the househelds need to have with
the outside environment. In a
rural sector which Is getting rapi-
dly monetised and where state
activity plays a dominant role,
communication with the eutside
world for various nmatters in
daily living requires a minimum
level of education. The micro-

‘Caste

education. The pattern of poverty
in the estate sector is therefore
one in which poverty in housing
and poverty In education are the
two  dominant’ characteristics,
These aspects of poverty in the
estate sector are an integral part
of plantation agriculture based on
Indian resident labour. The state-
less condition of the estate labour
the lack of mobility =and eligi-
bility for employment in other
sectors of the economy have lac-
ked the resident labour intoe a
situation in which the large majo-

rity of the households can |lock
forward only to work in the
plantations.  Within such a frame-

work of expectations, higher |evels

of education and advancement
through education have litcle
meaning.

The studies do not reveal major
non—economic factors such  as
caste playing any significant rele

is not a significant factor

in the composition of the poverty group’

studies reveal that the educational
level in most househelds in the
poverty group did not vary very
significantly from the average in
the village. While none of them
reported participation at the ter-
tiary level, the years of schooling
of the inmates in the poorest
househelds and school attendance
seemed to show only marginal
differences In comparisen to the
more well-to-do part of the village.
It would however be correct to
conclude that in these groups
children would seldom complete
their secondary schooling. The
situation in the estste sector we
saw earlier is a contrast to the
rest of the country. In the plan-
tation community educational levels
are significantly lower. In the
poverty group only two children
appear to have been able to go
beyond the 5th grade. The plan-
tation community while living In
more favourable conditions as re-
gards income and nutritional level,
Is seriously deficient in regard
to two basic needs—housing and

in either pushing groups Into
conditions of poverty or preven-
ting them from overcoming these
conditions. In mest communities
caste is not a significant factor
in the composition of the poverty
group. The poverty group comes
from various castes including the
so—called high caste.

In Walgampaya the multicaste
village, the castes which are tradi-
tionally lewer in the hierarchy
have succeeded In  breaking into
important socio-economic and poli-
tical positions In the village, and
in that way have modified the
traditional power structure. These
castes have found it to cheir
advantage to organise themselves
politically and establish links with
political groups which sought their
electoral support. At the same
time they have taken to trades
and other economic activity which
the Govigama elite had avoided
The poverty group in Walgam-
paya contains both the so-called
Govingama high caste households



and the traditionally inferior cas-
tes, The two exceptions whera
caste has distinctly contributed
to the marginalisation of house-
holds are Mirissa and the estate
community. In Mirissa the small
group which had undertaken non-
fiching activities in this commu-
nity and which belongs to the
Durawa group was not able to
participate In the changes that
took place in the village with
the introduction of the new tech-
nology as they were traditionally
not in the fishing occupation.
But although this is true of a
few Durawa households, other
households in the community
which did not belong to the
main fishing social group—the
Karawa caste —were able to take
part In various other activities
such as trade and improve thelr
position. And again while the
poverty group contains a few
Durawa households, they contain
households from the main fishing
community as well. In the estate
community a large number of che
impoverished househelds belong
to the castes which are tradi-
tionally among the lowest In the
hierarchy. Caste relatlonships ap-
pear to play some part In the
network through which wvarious
fringe benefits such as weeding
contracts and other non-wage
employment Is given, It may also
affect regularity of work. While
there is evidence that such net-
works would continue to operate,
affecting the social and economic
position of certain castes, it Is
nevertheless true that the growth
of the trade union movement has
brought about significant changes
in the structure of power in ths
estate communities and provided
better means of access to the
working pepulation as a whole.

The micre—studies also reveal
that poverty is in many instances
closely related to the large size
of the household and the high
ratlo of dependants to income
earners. This appears to be parti-
cularly true of Walgampaya and
the plantation community. The
analysis in Part |, we saw, sho-
wed how a large number of
families in the income slabhs below
Rs. 200 and Rs. 200-400 are kept
below the zbsolute poverty line

en account of the large number
of dependants and persons in the
economically Inactive ago groups.
Large families in the poverty
group might be both the cause of per-
sistent poverty as well as its effest,

It is important te distinguish
between the pattern of poverty
in the rural sector and the estate
sector. The insecurity and low
income in the wage earning sec-
tor in the estates is of a wvery
different kind from that of the
rural sector. In the propertyless
wage earning sector in the estate!
dependency in eold age appears
to have more acute characteristics
of deprivation and poverty than
in the rural sector where pro-
perty and assecs, howaver small,
provide the old a m=ans of con-
trolling their environment. But
at the same time during the
working life, income even at a
low level is assured to the estate
worker with some degree of rezu-
larity. Households can abtain thzir
basic requirements on credit from
the  management. The estate
managemeant is therefore “respon
sible” for the resident estate
worker in 2 more comprehensive
form than the employer in a
normal contractual  relationship.
Bur the quality of this form of
securicy should not be overrated
It has overtones of the relation-
ships in which the worker is a
capital asset like the slave and
has to be maintained at a minimum
level of physical well-being to
supply the needed labour.

Rural poverty is very different
in characcer and arises out of a2
different set of eclrcumstances, It

is related to the ownership of
income—earning assets and the
access to  [pcome—earning oppor-

tunities in a labour market within
and outside the village. The in-
comeé-earning opportunities  far
labour are not organised in the
manner in which the formal ur-
ban sector or the plantation sec-
tor wicth resident labour have
organised them. Seasonality, the
castal character of the work, and
the unorganised nature of the
demand for |abour imparts a per-
vasive insecurity to the [lveli-
hoods of the rural poor. Indzb-
tedness, illnass, death of an In-
come-earner, crop failure may

have dire irreversible consequence
for a rural household. The in-
security which afflicts the rural
poor in these cireumstances s
very different from the type of
insecurity of the wage-sarner in
the estate sectors,

The contrast in the patterns
of poverty between the estace
sector profile and the rural pro-
fila points to certain conclusions
which deserve to ba Investizaced
furcher. Whereas food insufficiency
is the main characteristic of po-

verty in the rural situation, the
social components of poverty —
elements such as ‘“poverty in

education”, lack of access to health
care, ‘‘poverty in housing”™ and
50 on— do not manifest themsalyes
in an acute form. The social
welfare programme appears ts haye
succeeded in ameliorating some
aspects of poverty, but in the
process has sustained a significant
share of the population (20% of
households in Henegama, 303 in
¥Walgampaya) in an undernourishad
and physically underdeveloped con-
dition. The modern hszalth care
systems, well distributed te reach
the poor, appear to have a capa-
city of reducing morality and ena-
bling people to have a longer span
of life at lower levels of physical
well-being. Indicators such as life
expectancy in the context of
poverty as s to be found in the
rural sector in Sri Lanka should
therefore be examined mare care-
fully before they are accapted as-
definite indicators of an improve-
ment in the quality of living.
On the other hand, if we gxa-
mine the living conditions in che

estate sector, w2 have a sjtuz-
tion which is more or less the
opposite. If food sufficiency s

the criterion of households having
reached a level of living above
conditions of absolute poverty, the
estate households have fared satis-
factorily. At the same time, along
with food sufficiency they suffar
from serious inadequacies in other
components which are needed to
ensure a minimum quality of life —
health, education and housing.

(Excerpts from the final chapter
of the 90 - page study of poverty
in this country, by the Marga
Institute.)




\ Fuel

More power more distilleries?

by Eugene M. de Silva

uring the next few months
sri Lanka, lilke many other
countries, will be starved for
petrol. The dwindling stocks and
what comes into the country as

crude oil, will not be sufficient
to run the numerous cars and
other motor vehicles that nor-
mally erowd our roads. The ob-

vious solution to this cricis will
be to ration petrel and perhaps
dole it out on an equitable basis,
or issue it In keeping with the
national wutility value of the work
done by the vehicles,

To meet this sericus sicuation
we should turn to another source

of power viz: Ethanol or Ethyl
alcohol from our distilleries, |If
WE Open up more sugar cane

plantations more and more unem-
ployed men or women, specially
from the rural sector, could be
given jobs, and instead of paiso-
ning the nation with raw, unma-
tured alcoholic drinks, the ethyl
alcohol obtained could be gainfully
diverted to our petrol stations
to ease the shortage of petrol.
This would be an admirable in-
stance of “appropriate technology"
helping the country towards de-
velopment and progress. This
would also help in the conser-
vation of our country's valuable
foreign exchange.

The use of ethanol (ethyl alco-
hol) as a fuel is nothing new.
It powers rockets and even racing
cars. It can provide feed stocks
for the envisaged variety of che-
mical industries that would be a
necessary adjunct to the develop-
ment of our country.

One of the greatest advantages

can use gasohol

“‘cleanness’” and one would even
say that modern Man should djs-
card petrol and use ethanol, as
unlike petrol it does not pollute
the environment,

Ethanol is cheaper than petrol.
It will be an ideal fuel if the
Petroleum Corporation mixes it
with petrol and sells the mix-
ture — Gasohal or Petrohol —at a
much reduced price, thus helping
in bringing down the soaring cost
of living,

In India in 1941 during the war
time petrol rationing a mixture
of gasolene-aleohol was used in
motor cars, Moterists were requi-
red by law te use only gaschol
and the Mizam Sugar Factory in
Hyderabad was the first disti Ier¥
that set up the power alcoho
plant.

Cars, scooters and motor cycles
contajning 2597
petrol and 759 aleohol with ease,
The table below shows the
advantages gained when gaschol
was used by Fiat and Ambassador
cars in test runs in [ndia,

If automobile engines are to run
on pure alcohol they will have to
be medifled. This would cost
about Rs. 2000/~ (SriLankan) per
engine. This figure has been arri-
ved at by a Professor in the Indian
Institute of Technology, New Delhi-
where research Is being conducted
to further Increase the power
output by 159 when using pure
aleohol.  Ethanol can  also  be
mixed 50-50 wich diesel oil.

Some readers might argue that it
is not possible to grow too much
of sugar cane in a small Island

of ethanol over petrol is ics (Continued on Page =4)
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| Cinema

Sexual politics in Pathiraja’s Ponmani

by Laleen Jayamanne

(Graduare of both University
of Ceylon and New York Univer-
ity 15 currently workitg on a Ph.
D. thesis on the *fmages of women
i the Sri Lankan cinema’ at the
University of New South Wales,
Australia.)

ne of the major theoretical
and practical achievements

of the women's movement has
been che analysis of that area in
bourgeois discourse and ideclogy
as ‘private life" (family, marriage,
domestic labour, sexuality etc)
in order to uncover the political
basis of these institutions and
experiences. The film, Ponmani,
directed by Dharmasena Pathiraja,
examines the soclo/political basis
of marriage in a particular milieu.
Therefore it is within this frame-
work that | would like to analyse
same aspects of Pathiraja’s Tamil
language film. The version | saw
a few weeks ago is a reediced
one of the film which was released
‘unsuccessfully’  (ie. in  financial
terms) about two years ago.

The film itself deals with the
unsuccessful actempt of a young
girl and boy to establish a personal
relationship based on  mutual
attraction and affection  within a
society that is stratified intoe class,
caste, and creed. The plor is a
cliche in the Sinhala cinema,
Pathiraja, and his script writer
M. B. Rajadore show 2 mature.
complex understanding of the
sexual politics of our stratified
society and are able to deal with
it in a manner which is a stri-
king departure from the average
Sinhala 'genre' film.

Within this context it may be
useful to mention some aspects
of the most recent work done
in Marxist film theory both in
Britain and France which has
tried to uncover the reactionary
ideological implications of certain
narrative structures and formal
elements, A plot structure which
starts at an equllibrium, then

complicates  the situation and
resolves the contradictions within
the narrative has been shown as
a structure which manlpulaces the
audience's emotions. The effact
of such a plot structure is to
finally make us have a catharsis
{le. erying or whatever our
internal release mechanisms araj,

Brecht was one of the earliost
Marxist artists to realise the
ideological effects of this narra-
tive structure, Thus, Brecht's
Good woman of Setchzwan
ends withoutr the plot being
resolved and Brecht adds that
the resolution of the conflices
articulated in the theatre had

to occur outside the theatre, he
refused us the satisfaction we
so yarn, for an ending where
everything Is nicely resolved. The
formal elements which can also
work in ways detrimantal to the
awakening of full rational aware-
ness are, cinematic devices such
as, invisible editing, smooth
unobstrusive camera movements,
rules of continuity etc. as used
in the Classical Hollywood Marra-
tive cinema. These devices play
an important part in sucking the
viewer into the world of the
film. The medium Itself, the con-
ditions of viewing certainly make
it closer to a dream state, a
subconscious process, so much so
that in the 20ch cencury the
film has superceded religion in
being the ‘opiate of the people’.
The technology dominates and
creates jts own condltions of
consumption,

However, radical film-makers
have come up with their radical
slogans and counter practice. The
power of the medium as an
ideclozical weapon  has been
cogently expressed by Slogans
and Getino (Argentina) when
they speak of 'the camera as a
gun that shoots 24 frames per
second” into the consciousness of
the viewer,

Recent radical film pracrice and
theory (the work of Clauba Rocha
(Brazil), Miguel Littin (Chiley,
Godard (Francs), Straub (Gzrmany),
have been greacly inflluenced by

the Brechtian theatrical theory,
One of the most ussful concepts
has been ‘alienation’ or distan-

ciation'. This points to the need
to activate the mind in 2 madijum
that seems so conducive to tha
creation of reactionary feelings
at the expense of the activation
of the totality of response we
are capable of as human beings.

The complexity of Pathiraja‘s
understanding of the problems
of marriage in a semi-feudal
capitalist soclety is to be seen
in the complex visual and auditory

structuras of the film. [t is that
rare phenemenon in  the Sri
Lankan cinema where a signifi-
cant experience is handled In a
way that articulate the jssuas
cinematically.

The narrative  begins with

Ponmani,s elopement with Ananda,
where they sesk refuge in the
house of a liberal middle class
couple, intercut with Ponmanl s
family, her father, mother, un-
married sister Sarof, and brother.
The brother supports the family
and is still paying of his married
sister's dowry in instalmencs.

The film intercuts scenes bet-
ween these twa  houses. This
simple alternation is made mare
complex by flash backs and ima-
ginary sequences seen from Pon-
mani’s point of view, along with
several other scenes, such as
Ponmani’s facher's visit to  the
married daughter's house where
the son-in-law ignores him because
he has not payed the full dowry
as  promised. These parrative
sequences  all  flow from the
central action of Ponmani's elape-
ment. They show the precarious
nature of the position of women
in a society wherz her only hope
of survival is marriage and tha
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too under the most degrading
of circumstances. She has no value
In her self, Marriage thus becomas
a form of legalised prostitution.
The film depicts these oppressive
conventions and the attempt to
break away from theam.

Within these narrative episodes
connected wich the central action,
is Inserted a sequence of the
unmarried sister, Sarof, singing
at a studio for women. This
sequence does not further the
narrative, instead the songs
comment on one of the main
experiences of the film, of marriage
as 2 desperate means of survival
for women who have no other
econemic means of maintaining
their lives and thus their auto-
nomy, The gist of the sang, which
has mythicai overtones, Is that
there are many Radha's in the
street, not because they are in
love with Krishna, as the myth
would have us believe, but because
he provides them with a means
of survival, There is a formal
rigour In the way the scene is
filmed in a medium close up
lateral tracking shot along the
line of seated musicians, vocalists,
one of whom Is Saroj. There is
here a perfect visual and auraj
expression of the central problem
of the position of woman in a
traditional semi-feudal and semi-
capitalist society like ours,

The power the omnipresence
as it were of the feudal patriarchal
rule, backed up by religion that
cripples wholesome

EENErouUs
feelings is brilliantly expressed
in what s perhaps, the maost

daring and innovative shot in the
Sri Lankan cinema. This occurs
near a church on an island to
which the young lovers flee,
seeking refuge. The sacristan of
the church greets Ananda whom
he knew as a child but refused
to give them sanctuary when he
hears that they are eloping and
that Ponmani is of a higher casca.
There is a ciose up shot of
Ponmani after which there is a
360 pan, (ie. the camera revolves
on its own axis) of the Island
including: the land, trees, water
and sky. Accompanying this image

is the voice of the old man
{who is absent from the image)
articulating  conservative  senti-

6

ments such as, 'ths is a hely
place, God will be angry with
us', Feelings prompted by fear
with ne understanding of new
possibilities. The effect of the
360 pan and voice over is that
of hearing the disembedied, omni-
prescent, all powerful voice of
God (male) patriarch, law and
tradition all combined, The sound
emanates with ominous force as
the camera takes in all that It
can. The shot is reminiscant of
a similar one In Godard's film
of bourgecise decadence, Week-
end, but its function Is quite
different there. This Is an example

of what | mean by ‘cinematic’.
It Is also a kind of shot that
draws attention to ltself and

makes us ssk why the director
does this and what effect It has
on us. All our faculties, both
cognitive and emotional are brought
into play as we ‘read’ the shot.
In Brechtizn terms the shot dis-
tances us in a dialectical manner,
it includes both emotion and
thought.

Soon after Ponmani and Ananda
marry in church, a killer hired
by tiu’e man te whom Ponmani
was originally promlsed draws up
in a taxi and shoots her. The
shooting of Ponmani as she walks
out with her husband and kin
group is also donpe in such a way
as to distance the emotions
which such an act evokes. She s
shot and as she falls the frame

is frozen (freezing of time
suggests death) and zoomed out
inte a long shot (licerally

distanced). Here PathirajJa makes
meaningful use of this hackneyed
device in the Sinhala cinema.

It is not enough to cry and
say ‘Anne apoi', it is of crucial
importance to see and understand.
Pathiraj]a makes it possible for
the audience to do just this
through the formal techniques he
uses,

Saroj's words after Ponmani's
death are spot on, “Ponmani died
yesterday, | died a longtime ago,"
There is no room for sentimen-
tality, for crying and weeping.

An art woerk, to be radical
has to be so both in the mate-
rial that it choeses and alse in

(Continued on Paze 1)

To Non-Political
Critics

(The Lanka Guardian's
reviewers, especially its film cri-
tics, have been attocked for be-
Ing ‘political’ and *polemical’.
When Philip French film critic of
the ‘OBSERVER?, London,
wrote recently thot “*The Deer
Hunter Is not g peolitical or o
polemical film', Roger Weddis
addressed these verses to @ non-

| political film critic)

Permit me, Philip, to ob- |

serve.

| cannot but admire your
nerve.

It's not political, you say?

WWhat picture were you
watching, pray!

The images that filled the
screen.

Would have made Dr.
Goebbels green:

The goodies were Cau-
casion guys,

The baddies all had slan-
ted eyes.

Do you forget who rapead
Yiecnam,

Or must | draw a diagram

Gunships, napalm, towns
bombed flat—

Perhaps you
heard of that?

millions died,

clde?

thl

The wedding-scene was
finely short.

Ta brutalise the human
heart,

Tell
call it Art.

You'd fail, if you were in |

a camp,

To see the purpose of the
ramp,

And, having such a simple
mind,

You'd call the avens well-
designed.

the Big Lie and |

may have |

Or do you think though |

There is a case for geno- |

A snowjob-oh, but | for- |



] Reassessment

Woolf and the jungle

by Reggie Siriwardena

hen Leonard Woolf dled

ten years ago, the MNew
Statesman (with which he had
a2 long and intimate association)
published an obituary article on
him by Professor W. Robson which
paid generous tribute to his varied
achievements, listing even his
minor accomplishments in garden-
ing and cookery, but did't so
much as mention The Village in
the Jungle. | wrote a letter to
the Mew Statesman at the time,
remarking that the negleer of
Woolf's novel by English readers
had  always surprised me;: that
many of us in Sri Lanka thought
much more highly of the book:
and | claimed that it was a novel
unigue in the English licerature
of the colonial era, since Woolf
had succeeded in doing what none
of his contemporaries, not even
Kipling or Conrad or Forster, had
attempted —to  get inside the
skins of Asian peasants.

The New Statesman published
my letter, and | wonder whether
it made even a single English
reader turn to Woolf's novel.
But | didn't know then that my
claim for The Village in the
Jungle had already been made by
Alec Waugh in a personal letcar
to Woolf that has only recently
been published. | discovered it
a few weeks ago in the biogra-
phical account of the Leonard—
Virginia Woolf marriage by George
Spater and lan Parsons, A Mar-
riage of True Minds (1977). Waugh
had never read Woolf's noval
until in 1964 he happened to be
talking to a young Malay student
in Singapore and remarked, ‘No
Western novelist — not even Fors.
ster —has really gor inside the
Asian mind, K)erfing and Forster
described the effect of the Far
East on the Woesterner.’ The

Mr. Lester James Peiris has decided
to make a film of Wooli’s ‘Yillage in
the Jungle’, which isa text for this Years
“AY" Leyel,

village

e o
SRR A R b

Virginia ar abour the time

e wrote Fillage in the Jungle,

Malay student said: ‘There is one
novel that has. The Village in
the Jungle. Having read the
novel, Waugh found this was
true, and wrote to Woolf to say:
‘You have done what | did not
think it was possible for a Westar-
ner to do-—got inside the mind
and heart of the Far East. It is
a unique achievement,'

Alec Waugh's name can now
be added to that small group of
English critics and readers {they
include Arnold Toynbee and Kings-
ley Martin) who have recognised
the novelistic achievement of The
Yillage in the Jungle. ‘Why
hasn’t the novel been more wi.
dely acclaimed? There are, I'think,
several possible reasons for this.
Literary reputations aren't always
dependent solely an literary merit
Woolf's single good novel could
easily have been overlooked as 2
diversion in a lifetime of soriolo.
gical and political writing, and he
had the misfortune to be over-
shadowed by the more sustained
novelistic activity of his wife
[I:*.hraugh | would rather re—read
he Village in tha Jungle any

day than The Waves). Nor did
2 novel about the Sri Lankan
jungle wvillage have the topical

and adventitious  interssc that
Forster's A  Passage to India
had for English readers in the

‘twanties and' cthirties when India
Was a major political problem,

But the most important reason
for Woolf's failure to interest
the general run of English rea-
ders was that there was no paral-
lel” for what he was doing in
any previous English fietion, To
find something comparable in con-
text and material we have to g0
to the literature of those European
countries whera peasant |lfe sur-
vived into the age of the modern
novel and became a subject for
fiction. But even here the parallel
isn’t exact because Russian and
Italian novelists, say, of peasant
life were writing about their own
countrymen, while Woolf brought
off the extraordinary feat of crea-
ting a novel about a community
of people different from him in
race, in language, and in modes
of living, thinking and feeling,
Nevertheless the parallel may help
to suggest why English readers
brought up on Fielding and Jane
Austen should hays raspondad as
little to Woalf as they have to
Verga or Gorky.
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It is still more saddening to
me, however, to find that some
Sri Lankan critics and readers

err about the kind of novel that
The VYillage in the Jungle is.
It seems to me solidly 2 novel
of social realism, set in a speci-
fic place and time (which doesn't
mean that jt has outlived Its
interest). In critical writing about
the novel and in classroom teach-
ing (since it Is now much studied
as a prescribed text) far too much
attention js concentrated on the
theme of ‘man vs. a hostile na-
ture'. Not thatthat isn't there, but
the point is that this struggle
takes place in a particular social
environment which determines its
outcome—in a context of exploj-
tation and oppression, and of an
alien system of administration and
Justice, It is part of the scrength
of The VYillage in the Jungle
that while it shows the novelist's
feeling for character—creation, his
eye for natural description, and
his ear for peasant speech, it is
also anchored in an understand-
ding of social and economic rela-
tionships such as a sociologist
might command.

It troubles me, too, that some
readers and teachers seem deter-
mined to take Woaolf's jungle as
a ‘symbol of evil’. Behind this
bent of mind there is, no deube,
the heritage of a certain critical
tradition which has propagated
the belief that the more sym-
bols you can find in a novel, the
better. According to this way of
reading fiction, nowvels are not
about people, places and things
but about abstractions like good
and evil, and characters and cheir

environment are only shodowy
reflections of the ultimate realj-
ties which are the real stuff of

novels. There may be some justi-
fication for approaching the novels

of Henry James or Conrad or
even Forster in this way: the
jungle in Conrad’'s Heart of

Darkness is, no doubt a symbol
of metaphysical evil Just as the
Marabar caves in Forster's A
Passage to India are a symbol of
metaphysical nothingness. But these
are precisely the weakest aspects

of the two novels. Heart of
Darkness is strong as long as
Conrad confines himself to the

moral corruption of Kurts by his
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imperialist mission, but what ruins
the novel Is the obfuscating cloud
of suggestion of some mysterious
and Ineffable evil. In A Passage
to India what comes off success-
fully is the Anglo-Indian social
comedy, where Forster is dealing
with a world he Is familiar with
and which is manageable in terms
of his kind of satire and irony.
But the echo in the Marabar
caves Is a tiresome piece of lite-
rary contrlvance designed to In-
flate the novel with a portentous
hint of profundities that Forster
hasn't really experienced.

However, a Brooks-and-Warren
training in the critical game of
‘thunt the symbol' is a bad pre-
paration for reading The Village
in the Jungle, because it jsn't
that kind of novel at all. And no
Sri Lankan reader has an excusa
for failing to realise that the
dry zone jungle is a tangible,
physical reality—in Woolf's book
as it is [n life. So against all the
critical patter about symbols, |
want to insist that the jun-
gle is the jungle is the jungle. [t is
true, of course, that the peasants
see the jungle as evil, but they
don't regard it as a ‘symbol of
evil' either, but as a place of
real hunger and thirst and danger
and a habitation of devils. And
Woolf makes quite explicit in the
novel the way in which the pea-
sants' beliefs are shaped by the une-
qual struggle between themselves
and the natural and social envi-
ronment.

The Village in the Jungle is, |
suggest, not only the finest novel
about Sri Lankan life but a re-
markable novel by any standards,
though it remains Woolf's only
achlevement in fiction. He was
not a novelist by natural vocation,
but the contact with the dry
zone jungle and village of Sri
Lanka released the springs of his
creative imagination te produce
this single masterpiece.  (Like
Lampedusa, who exists as a3 writer
by virtue of one major novel,
producing it in old age where
Woolf finished his in  youth.) It
required extraordinary gifts of
both mind and heart to achieve
the understanding chat went into
the book. The Cambridge circle
from which Woaolf came, the

Bloomsbury group to which he
returned after his years in the
Ceylon Civil Service, had — for
all their distinguished intellectual
and artistic talents —a kind of
cultivated narrowness. This nar-
rowness Is to be found even jn
the equisite art of Leonard Woolf's
wife, Virginia, who was to achieve
much greater fame as a novelist
than himself. Incidentally, to read
Virginia Wool's comments, in her
recently published diaries, about
D. B, layatilaka and E. W. Perera,
whom she met in Londen, is to
be  shocked into realising
how even an intelligent and cul-
tured Englishwoman in those days
could share the most blatantly
racialisc feslings.

One must admire, therefora, all
the more Woolf's ability to pro-
ject himself into a culture and an
experience very different from
that of the world from which
he came, and to identify himself

sympathetically with a people
of an alien race. Perhaps the
fact that Woolf  himself was
as a Jew, a partial outsider in

English sociesty may have helped;
but this alone would not have
sufficed  without  his  singular
intellectual courage, honesty, hu-
mane understanding and imagina-
tive sympathy By comparison, his
friend and fellow-member of Blooms
sbury, Forster, for all his liberal
sympathy with India and Indians
touched only the fringes of Indian,
life. The anonymous masses of
India remain quite outside For-
ster's experience and compre-
hension. The enigmatic figure of
the punkahpuller in the trial
scene, the ‘beautiful naked god’
who confronts Miss Quested as
the representative of the Indja
she has never known, stands for
the India that Forster didn't know
either. The use in Woolf's novel
of Buddhism and the forms its be-

liefs takes in the peasant cons-
ciousness is wvery different from
Forster's use of Hindulsm in A

Passage to |India. Forster s
manipulating the symbols of Hindu
belief as a literary device to
express a despair and meanin-
glessness fashionable among English
intellectuals of the ‘twenties:
Woolf communicates the view of
life and the beliefs of a rea
(Conritued on page 24)



Letters . ..
(Contitued from Page 2)

deva’s contribution was not given
the prominence it deseryved,

Menwhile may | suggest that ei-
ther of these two columnists In-
vestigate:

{a) WWest German infiuence in the
mass media here especially in res-
pect of SLBC programmes.

(b) West German penetration in
the economy, especially in the ag-
rarfan sector (under the guise of
‘Rural Development’.}

(c) The role of the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute vis-a-vis the
Trade Union movement in this
country; the seminars it has spon-
sored and publications it has pro-
duced; the degree to which it
has inspired the odious ‘One
Trade Union’ proposal.

(d) The high pressure salesman-
ship of these. German agencies in
pushing the neo-Malthusian Family
Flanning (Birth Central) Program-
me.

Colombo 10 Ranjit Perera

Infelicitous

What are we to make of
Elmer de Hazn's **Battle of the
Blues presented to uUs as satire?

Since  you say that Haan is
“flercely partisan and proud of
Royal College, we may take It
that he s not satirising the
Royalists. Is he satirising the

Thomians and/or the Royal/Thomian

cricket match as an institution?
Hardly the latter as there Is
nothing about the match itsalf
in the piece. Then It is the
Thomians he s satirising  But
Thomians do not figure “live" in
the story at all, they are only
spoken of slightingly by the

Royalists in the story as ‘‘rustics”

who are apt to wear tan shoes
with black trousers and come
from the less affluent village
homes. Hardly the stuff of
satire. The Royalists themselves
come out as a bunch of snotty
snobs of the most lamentable

“black-Englishmen” type Is |t
them Haan is satirising after all?
This is satire? There is not a
single Wijesinghe or Gunasekera

or Arulampalam or Kandiah among
the Royalist dramatis personae.
There are Van Geyzels and
Bevens, and among the non-DBU
Royalists, a Silva, a Corea and a
Roberts - unquestionably European
names though belonging to  Sri
Lankans. Apparently indigenous
Sri Lankan names are owned
only by the despised Thomians.
Mr. Walker “‘waxed wrathful",
The idiom is *“waxed wroth,’

Dehlwala Felicity Gonsal.

Fowler replies

I seem unwittingly to have
raised the ire of Dr. Woalbeoff
lanz, and of Mr. Amaradasa Fer-
nando who accuses me of “crude
vituperation'" when, In fact, |
wrote jn the most restrained
language. Dr. Janz writes “This
fellow has the effrontery etc.”,
“the foul one', *“an odious fool"
etc. (expressions which betray a
remarkable affinity with the prose

changeof abuse. If | were to
call Dr. lanz similarly insulting
names what would it be to the
purpose? | said something similar
to Mr Amaradasa Fernando (who,
mind you, had called me an
illicerate and a lickspittle) and,
to my snrprise, he turns round
and accuses me of vituperation !

As for Mr. Fernando, | think
“the cream of the joke" lies in
his translation of MNe sutor ultra
crepidam as “Let not the cobbler
go beyond the last"! Apelles's
retort to the cobbler who went
on from criticising the sandal in
a plcture to finding fault with
the IEE Sga'l.ra rise to the Latin
proverb Sutor ne supra crepidam
judicaret —Let not the cobbler
criticise (a work of art) above
the sandal. [t was, | submit, not

the most appropriate text to
illustrate the District Engineer's
unspoken responses to Haan's

invitation to him to look at the

style of Mr. Haan himself), | sl‘?is;:sﬂf the house in need of

have nothing to say to a men PR

who thinks polemics is an ex- Colombo-I0. H. W. Fowler

Sexual politics ... complexity. That would be the
beginning of the possibility of

(Continued from Page 16}

the way it articulates the material.
It is vital to both art and
politics that our artists, critics,
and viewers realise this. Within
this context | would like to say
that Reggie Siriwardena's article
‘Sinhala cinema, Class and Personal
relations' is one that makes a
necessary departure from the
‘vulgar' Marxist tradition and
inaugurates a kind of analysis
that is of crucual importance at
the present juncture in Sri Lanka.

The last sequence of the film
intercuts Ponmani's funeral pro-
cesslon with the same song that
was heard earlier, sung by Sargj
and the group of woman musi-
cians, This parallel cutting also
distances this potentially highly
charged scene. The exact repati-
tion adds a greater resonance
to the words, the context makes
it tragic. The film fades out on
a close up of Saroj lamenting che
let of women. There need be ne
tragedy nor any need for lamen-
tatlon if we can bagin to ses
these problems clearly in all their

change. Pathiraja’s film is a sig-
nificant intervention in this prozess.

The battle . ..
(Continued from Page g)

To use a tired phrase, Mr.
Sadac (see box P8) offered to fill the
vacuum created by tha Shah's
sudden exit. The new urgency
that was injected Into the M-E
peace mission. with Mr. Carter
himself staking his political re-
putation and future, was part of
Washington's response. So s the
Egyptian-lsraeli treaty,

The US fleet movement, US
arms to Morch Yemen after the
outbreak of hostilities with the
pro-Soviet, left-oriented South
Yemen, the alarm slgnals in che
Gulf, the nervousness of Saudi
Arabla, the dismantling of US
surveillance systems in |ran moni-
toring the US35R's central Asian
nuclear installations are all indi-
cations of the immanse geo-stra-
tegic importance of the lranian
revolution, | hope to deal with
some of these matters in another
article,
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Satire

The Outsider

The malady lingers

Every few minutes the familiar choruses come
R-0-Y-A-L .. .. the fulblooded cry that turned the SSC ground
into an unforgettable three—day opera of Wagnerian proportions
thar only such an occasion can generale.

. The scenes in the centre of the amphi-theatre where the
great drama was unfolding was not second to
being played out at the foot of Olympus moving from comedy
to tragedy and comedy again.

The crown of glory that had sat so lightly on his head
only that morning illumining his brow with

back..- ... ._|'|

some  drama

the golden glow

| of victory had furned to a crown of thorns, his cup of
| sparkling wine to a bowl of bitter gall. |

Like King Arthur he
crumbled aroumd him.

MADUGALLE'S-CROWN OF

looked on helplessly as Camelot ‘

[ P =

66

elcome home, Outsider,..

glad you made it In
time for the big match” said
Morton de Souza, the wellknown
sports commentator, spotting me
at the London Pub.

«Wouldn't have missed it for
anything though It nearly broke
my heart to skip the Budapest
Symphony Orchestra at the Fes-
cival Hall.... the Mozare C
Minor Piano Concerto, my favou-
rite, mind you, and with Andras
Schiff as Sololst, too.... But then
| had already disappointed Imran
and Zaeer Abbas by not Joining
them for the First Test in Mel-
bourne. Just managed to get a
seat for Waiting for Godot”
at the new Jean Vilar Theatre
at Louvain on my way from Lon-
don, though. Small mercies, but
you can't have everything can
youl™

“Trust you heard us in the
press box yelling ‘R-O-Y-A-L'..1"
remarked Morton, pressing in.

“| am happy you plsanos can
still spell the bloody name...."
| snorted.

“‘Sncoty, shooty” twitted Morton
as the snob in every Royalist
reared his regal head....
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THORNS 5
by HKarel Roberts |
“Seriously, outsider’  NMNorton
went on ‘“as an old clansman,

you’ll be delighted to hear that
wa sports writers have kept the
flag flying. triumphantly expleding
the myth that Imagination, viva-
city and style have vanished from
lecal ]uurna{rsm.i .- you did see,
didn’'t you, that superb word-play
in the Daily News: headline
announcing a “TAMELESS DRAW™..

"

"“Vaguely Joycean...." | murs

mured.

“And | expect you noted the
opening bar of the Daily News
commentary! —a centenary match
comes only once in a century,."

“As a logiclan, the man's flaw-
less', | conceded promptly.

“But that's really peanut prose..
any damn Anandian or Peterite could

have written it.... ‘what you
must know, and | want you to
be the first to know.... we have
produced a TV panel discussion

for private screening of course,
on the big match.. it's a bit
experimental, | admit, and there
are a few rough patches.. but
please try to pgrasp the chief
aim, the rationale so to say..
we are trying to do several
things.... firstly, that TV is not
something for semi-|iterates, some

on

money making monster of the
multis.... ah., | ses, you noted
my alliterative Insistence on the
‘m's.... a Freudian slip....okay
| admit | did some PR work for

Mitsui, Matushita and Marubemi
but that has nothing to do with
all this.... the motive, | assure
you, Is strietly cultural and
educational.... next, we want to
demolish this propaganda about
sports as some occupation for
brawny, brainless louts,.... we
want to show that sports, any
sport, Is |ust another aspect of

culture or philosophy.... To be
absolutely fair, the inspiration did
come from that brilliant plece of
writing in the Observer,... Madu-
galle's Crown of Thorns by Karel
Roberts.... frankly, what did you
think of t.... "

“A miraculous marriage of the
athletic, the assthetic, and one
might even say the ethereal....”
| suggested.

“Excellent...." observed Mor-
ton, "well, we got this panel
together...."

= iE &

The panel was [ndeed impressiye,
There was Prof. Nimal Kanken-

dirl, author of the recent book
{in collaboration  with  Prof.
Sherard Pifla  of Texas Univ)

#Counter-lnsurgency and Caco-

phony: Music as an Instru-
ment of Torture' (SAVAK Press).

From the East-West Centre,
Honolulu, came Dr. Jaganath
Ayurdeva, a speclalist in Com-
parative Drama, Social Anthropo-
logy and Calisthenics. MNext to

him sat Ms. Shanthi Handapana,
wellknown women's liberationist.
Also In the panel was Boru epa,
the neo—Trotskyist maverick poet
and wall-poster painter, Adding
more luscre to this distingusihed
band was the 8% year old Emaritus
Professor of History Dr. Mal-
vana Puranasekera, released for
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a few hours by the Museum
authorities.

Morton: VWell,  gentlemen,
we've all seen the film of the
match.... now what our reviewers
would like to have are your
candid, and expert comments
from different angles.. .. shall we
start  with:: the lady.... Ms

Handapana....?"

Handapana: (protesting) Why
begin with me....? Why this
discrimination?

Morton: It
tasy.. .,

Handapana: Damn male hypo-
crisy...., gettlng me to talk
first.... trying to throw me to
the wolves.... you don't think
| can hold my own....eh?

Morton: Shanthi, you can hold
your own.... although | can't
see how you can do it at that
angle.... but please do start the
ball ralling....

was just a cour-

Handapana: Balls and bats....
sexual symbols, phallic symbels.. ..
bowling and batting and catching. ..
simple sex orgy.... the bloody
male chauvinist plgs....

Morton: Okay, okay....

if you
Insist. ... Dr. Ayurdeya?

Ayurdeva: In my minds eye....
Oh, | see Mt. Olympus.... the
amphitheatre. .. .the spectators.. ..
the milling crowd.... the tension
mounts., .. the waiting, the sheer
waiting.... ah the actors, they
come.... yes, yes, | spot him
new,.... it's. Sophocles.... no,
no jt's Aeschylus.... yes, there’s
been a last minute change....
it's Aeschylus who is going to
open here at the oval.... the
players are coming out, now....
my god, the tension is unbeara-
blelih

Morton: Please, please, doc-
ter.... | know it's all incredibly
exciting but the clala}r, | mean the
game is over, and we are here
to analyse, critically of course.
the way the match was played....

Ayurdeva: (calmly now) | am
perfectly aware of all that.. ..
but unless those hundreds of
thousands of unfortunate people
who didn't see this game don't
feel the drama of 1It, its Inten-
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sity and sweep, the moments of
tragedy and comedy.... what the
h:l\% do you think this is, anyway,
a bleody cricket match....!

if |

Kankendiri: (tentatively)
may make a point here....?

Morton: By all means....

Kankendiri: | agree with my
friend  Jaganath.... | mean about
the great dramatic qualicy of it
all.... where | dop't agree Is
his particular analogy.... if one
takes this match in its totality,
in both, that is, its thematic

thrust and structural design, and
most of all in its ultimace moral
message, then | think [t cannot
be compared to a Greek tragedy...
after all the whole Hellenic vision
of man, the human condition,
was so alien to the spirit of
cricket, which let's not forget,
Is played according to MCC
rules.... no the parallel | suggest
Is Elizabethan.... Shakespearean,
to be more precise....

“and che state of man

Like to a

lictle kingdom,
suffers then

The nature of an insurrec-
Eion e
Boru Epa: (aggressively) And

what Is wrong with insurrection
as long as it is part and parcel
of the permanent revolution....
Comrade Trotsky has

explicitly
stated that....

Kankendiri: | refuse to be put
off by the illiterate interruptions
of pseudo—proletarian peets....
| repeat.... the centenary match
had all the grand qualities of
great drama but it was essentially
Elizabethan  or  Shakespearean
rather than Greek in theme and
style.... It Is when the conflict=
situation reaches (ts climactic
passion and human nature, the
Inner man, is riven apart....asin
an insurrectiom that the sheer
music of this match (and | use
the word In the way Wilson
Knight employs It in  his fine
essay on the Orchello music)
reaches what Karel Roberts has
ably described as  \Wagnerian
proportions.. ..

Boru Epa: Wagner

Wagner,
you crypto-fascist....

Morton: One or two specific
matters,... what about Pasqual's
nice knock,...?

Handapana; Knock, knock,
knock.... that's all you men can
think of....

Boru Epa: (brightly) Pasqual
was perchance Pascalian,...?

Ayurdeva: (helpfully) And why
not? Pascalian, if you compare his
innings to Guy de Alwis' which
was so horrible Hobbesian....

Norton:  (puzzled) Jack....
?

or,...!
Ayurdeva: Mo, this is Hobbes

with an ‘', the nasty, brutish
and short chap who played for
England In an earlier series....

Morton: Just two more ques-

tions. Did Madugalle have to
amass such a huge total? Suppo-
sing he had declared earlier

without accumulating over three
hundred runs....?

Boru Epa: Capitallst accumula-

tion Is...:
Morton: And what about his
chance at cover point....?

Kankendiri: Counterpoint is a
way of grappling with pelyphonic
experience....

Morton: Please professor....
| am referring to cover point....
a particular fleldsman's place....

Kankendiri: (bemused) Ficld,

what field....?

Morton: The cricket field of

course. ...

Kankendiri: Who the devil is
talking about ericket. .. .7 | thought
this was a discussion about music,
drama, philesophy, religion and
history....?

Morton: Now that you men-
tioned history.... | didn't ask
Professor Furanasekera, a single
question.... | really didn't want
to disturb his sleep....professor,
professor.... PROFESSOR....what
did you think of Madugalle’s baslc
strategy,...?

Puranasekera: In the third
volume of my book | have clearly
examined how Madugalle led the
I1818 rebellion and shown....

(Conrinted on page 24)
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No recognition
for JVP

he following is from a statement
Tissued by the lJanatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna (People's Liberation
Front) regarding local governmant
elections:

The Department of the Com-
missioner of Elections has refused
to accept the P.L.F. (. V. PF.,)
a5 a party that qualifies to con-
test the local government elec.
tions scheduled to be held shor-
tly, We consider it most unjust
that the P. L, F. (I V. F.). which
has a continuous existence of ovar
twelve years, should not be accep-
ted for local government elections
on the basis that the coentinuity
of its existence is not valid due to
the period during which it was
proscribed by the capitalist SLFP-
LSSP-CP government.

The P. L. F. (). V. P.) will thus
be compelled to raise millians of
rupees as deposits for its candidates
if it is to participate in the local

government elections on an island~
wide basis,

Under these circumstances, and
in the face of grave problems,
thelPS L Fail, Vi P.) has tenta-
tively decided to put forward
candidates for the Colombe Muni-
cipal Council alone,

Woolf . . .

{ Continved from Page &)

community — the Sinhala jungle pea-
sants.

Yet, for all the neglect of his
novel by English readers and cri-
tics,  Woolf achieved something
which is perhaps a surer mark of
licerary distinction than the fame
of his wife or of his friand Forster,
In translation The Yillage in the
Jungle has become virtually a
classic of contemporary  Sinhala
literature; and to have transcen-
ded the boundaries of language
and culture jn this way, to have
reached the heirs of Silindu ang
Punchi Menika, is a mark of the
bock's unigue quality that sets jc
2part from the rest of the English
fiction of its time,

The malady . .,
( Continued from Page 22)

Morton: Prof. . ..

we are talking
about young Ranjan

Madugalle. .

Without a
perspective. ., ..

Puranasekera:
correct historical

Norton:  Nijce
fessor....  but cur time's up
except for the ysyal message
from our sponsor, the Yamaﬁa
Corpaoration. YAMAHA |S GOOD
FOR YOU.... And so. ¢l next
week, when we bring you another
show in our popular TV  serjps
on Art, Sport and Civilisation,
CAN SRl LANKA BECOME ANO-

peint, pro-

THER SINGAPORE OR |s THAT
A UTOPIAN DREAM?
i * L

Well Karel, darling, that's ¢

and see you at the Frudential

Cup  (nothing symbolic there,

Shanthi dear).... How will  we

Fecognise each other} Why, you

silly thing, you CArry your Stra-
divarius and I'll carry my copy
of OEDIPUS SEX....

uninn — a standard
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Precision by.

Union Plaform Weighing Machines,
Counter Scales and Spring Balances
are manufactured to the highest

international standards - vour
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v



	1 (1).bmp
	1 (2).bmp
	1 (3).bmp
	1 (4).bmp
	1 (5).bmp
	1 (6).bmp
	1 (7).bmp
	1 (8).bmp
	1 (9).bmp
	1 (10).bmp
	1 (11).bmp
	1 (12).bmp
	1 (13).bmp
	1 (14).bmp
	1 (15).bmp
	1 (16).bmp
	1 (17).bmp
	1 (18).bmp
	1 (19).bmp
	1 (20).bmp
	1 (21).bmp
	1 (22).bmp
	1 (23).bmp
	1 (24).bmp
	1 (25).bmp
	1 (26).bmp
	1 (27).bmp
	1 (28).bmp

