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" THE FIRST YEAR

As the “Lanka Guardian'® completes its first year, it strikes us that we have many
apologies to offer but much cause for satisfaction too. However, modest in scale, ajournal
of Sri Lankan opinion on a wide spectrum of subjects, ranging from national politics and
foreign affairs to economics, education, culture and science is an unusual enterprise. In the
mid-ffties. Lake House, a redoubtable publishing company, tried its much practiced hand
at a venture of that kind. Despite extensive patronage, boundless material resources and

a galaxy of professional talent, JANA sank slowly into oblivion, unsung and unwept.

Our own over-ambitibus horizons extended to an English weekly . and a Sinhala
fortnightly or monthly as its companion. Measured by such aims, we have failed. Though
we attempted to draw in the Sinhala-educated intelligentsia into what we regard as a
continuing colloquy, it has been at best only a fitful beginning. This remains our saddest
regret.

The ‘Lanka Guardian’ has been beseiged by all those problems that often overwhelm
the amateur in a world better made for established business houses. Since we have far
from mastered the difficulties of distribution, the magazine has rarely reached the reader or
agent on time. Happy will be the week that brings no mail from impatient or exasperated
subscribers. .

Some good though comes with the bad. For instance, the Sri Lankan ‘expert’ in
Bangkok who dashes off an airletter whenever his copy is too long delayed leaves us with
the encouraging thought that he is a devoted reader not so overburdened by the dissemination
of his expertise to some trusting Thais. Slightly intriguing too but entirely flattering was
the communication from Jaipur University that a few of its research scholars needed four
backnumbers ‘urgently’.

The printer’s devil, that irrepressible mischief-maker, may have carned the ire of many
a contributor but he did produce a few collector's items for those with a taste for the
verbal pyrotechnics of a James Joyce or Lewis Carroll. Asan ex-Lake House colleague who
had drifted from journalism into an allied trade, our printer found a natural place in the
small team of friends and colleagues who help to bring out the ‘Lanka Guardian'. which
stamps the whole endeavour with the sort of fellowship that is sadly absent in the cold,
cynical and perilous corridors of big-time journalism.

Of course we were quite lucky too. Soon after its birth, the L. G.was twice blessed
at baptismal teremonies that are most to our liking. When the Opposition Leader quoted
this journal in the NSA his remarks sparked off an interesting exchange, thanks to the

. eager participation of such public figures as Dr. Missanka Wijeyeratne, the Education

Minister, Mr. Ranil Wickramasinghe, the Deputy Foreign Minister and Mr. Anura Bandara-
naike. The extensive ‘Daily News’ report advertised our coming with a generosity that we
did not deserve, Very agreeable also was the analysis of the Lanka Guoardian’s contents
which ran into several columns of *Tribune’, the durable and doughty veteran of the island's
mini-press, celebrating today its 25th anniversary.

On another anniversary, the commemoration of the April 1971 insurrection, the JVP
leader Mr. Rohana Wijeweera called for a copy of the Lanka Guardian in order to give
the capacity crowd at the Sugathadasa Stadium his answer to a criticism levelled at him

by one of our contributors. A vogue phrase of latter-day economic pundits comes to mind:
‘The multiplier’.

For all this, much thanks; for our shortcomings, our formal apologies.

One important point remains to be cleared. It has been said that in our presentation
of views, in our basic perspective, we are not ‘‘balanced'’. It is the same argument that
the transnational news agencies which control 90% of the international newsflow use against
fledgling Thitd World agencies. Be balanced, be neutral. On questions of sacial emancipation,
neutrality itself could be a crime.

As for our own effort, we do not work in a vacuum. We must relate our work to
the national information system, the reading public and to society at large. The communications
system is heavily weighted in favour of established and Establishment opinion. However
miniscule, ours is a corrective, the corrective of a countervailing force.
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AS OTHERS

Oscar Wilde once said that in the
old days men had the rack, now they
have the press. It might also have bheen
a politician's lament,

Frivolity apart, the press has a wvital
role to play in the Third World con-
:xt as a parliament in perpetoal ses-
glon.

The L. G. in its one year existence
has played a useful role s a window
to world affairs. It is my fond hope
that under the able FEditor-ship of
Mervyn de Silva it will make an en-
lightened contribution to the dissemina-
tion of information especially in an era
where events in the international scene
have their echoes elsewhere.

I have great pleasure in greeting the
“Lanka Guardian"' on this happy anni-
YErsary.

A, C. 5. Hameed M. P,
Minister of Foreign Affairs

L &

When the sponsors of the *“Lanka
Guardian™ undertook its publication they
rightly judged that the reading public of
Sri Lanka would welcome a journal of
its character and scope. What has been
published since has by and large given me

reat satisfaction, and I do not regret my
ecision to support it from its uncep-
tion. My continued support fs also
assured.

Major-General Anton Mutukumarn

L #*

I congratulate the “Lanka Guardian™
on its First Anniversary. Itis somelimes
gpood to see ourselves as othersesee us,
The freedom to publish and the freedom
to disagree is a sacred right and this
Government safeguards this. right,

Ronnie de Mel, M. P.
Minister of Finance & Planning.

& L]

I have been following the progress of
your magazine with keen fnterest. [t is
particularly refreshing to find a Jjournal
in English give so much prominence to
Sinhala film, and Sinhala cultural acti-
vity in geoeral, and publish such st
mulating articles on these subjects.

Dr. Hema Goonetilleke

L] *

I am glad to send you this message
of congratulations and good wishes on
the first anniversary of what you say is
a “modest publishing wventure launched
by a small band of journalists’ in S

n a

To my mind a publication of this

nature necessarily reflects the  journalis-
tic perspeciives of its Editors and the
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SEE US

“Lanka Guardian' from its inception,
as far as I can remember, has besn
conspicuous by its exposition of a type
of politics and socio-economic thinking
which has come to stay in Sri Lanka,
This strand of left of centre thinking —
may I call it slightly left of centre —
has been forcefully, lively and sometimes
naughtily been carried “in the “Lanka
Guardian"™. 1 have cnjoyed reading it
I wish it continued success and hope that
it would show vs where we are Wrong
cither in our actions or in our think-
ing. Mr. Mervyn de Silva's undoubted
talents in the world of letters and foreign
affairs bhave ecnriched this poblication
and may this connection continue in the
¥ears to come — vears which will be of
tremendous importance to Sri Lanka.

Gamini Dissanayake, M. P.
Minister of Lands and
Mahbaveli Development.

] &

In the Sri Lankan jungle of joorna.
listic intrigue the survival of any perio-
dical for even one year is quite an
achievement. The *Guardian® has not
only survived but given ample evidence
of blossoming into full flower in time.
Congratulations, Mervyn, and more stren-
gth to your pen.

R. L. Michael
Editor, ‘Independent’

™ *
The “Lanka Guardian'® has broken
new ground in the feld of Journalism

in Sri_Lanka, The fearless and indepen-
dent line it has taken during the one
year of its publication avgurs well for
the future of the freedom of the press
in this country.

My hearty coogratulations to Mr.
Mervyn de Silva on the suecessful com-
pletion of one wear of publication of
this excellent magazinc and my best wishes
for its continued success.

A, Amirthalingam., M, P.
Gen. Sec, Tamil United Liberation Front;
Leader of the Opposition, M. 5, A.

L ¥

I am happy to say that the “Lanka
Guardian'® is helping to keep alive the
best traditions of serious journalism  in
an atmosphere where truth tends to he
overlooked in the interests of expediency.
Its contribution to the creation af an
informed public opinion on controver-
sial social and political problems in hig-
bly commendable.

Dr. K. H. Jayasinghe.
Dept. of Political Science.
University of Peradeniya,

I am = n:%'ular reader of your jour-
nal. Although I do not agree with some
of the views expressed by
I have found
cles  written

your writers
many very intercsting arti-
by knowledpeable contrj-
butors. It is indeed a pleasure to ses
that a group of our own journalists
could poblish & magazine of ‘such high
standard.

Muaitripala Senanaynke M. P.
Dy, Leader SLFP

L *

In the corrent state of a pre-cooked
national press dripping with distorted
leads, ocozing paper dreams of a seduc-
tive new materialist world and blowing
bubbles of a false paradise, the L. G.
fulfills a custodial rolc in preserving a
sense of academic balance and supply-
ing a critical voice. In a culture domi-
nated by the verbalist apnd the windbag
it speaks with a distinctive voice and a
welcome virtuosity.

H. A. 1. Goonetilleke,
Librarian, University, Peradeniya

L *

In the conditions of today in Sri
Lanka to have succeeded in maintaining
2 journal in the English language oui
side the management of the big news-
paper houses is a considerable achieve-
ment. It i5 not necessary to agres fully
with all its contents to wish the journal
continued success.

Bernard Soyza,

L L]

To present “other news' and “ang-
ther opinion™ was the raison d'ctre of
the “Lanka Guardian™. If it did not
Come into existence hy the fortujtous
concourse of circumstances it would have
been necessary to create it; Not simply
because the major media in  this coun-
try have been kept by the Establishment
more openly than surreptitiously for nea-
rly a decade now. But mainly because
it is now widely realised that reality is
a many-splendoured thing and our
glimpses of it are necessarily “theory-
laden' and not “theory-neutral™ as
Science once  claimed, Accordingly in-
tellectual relativism is not a preventahle
malady. Hence the case for ‘other news'
and yet ‘another opinion’ is episternalo-
gically unanswerable,

As a journalist Mervyn de Silva has
been articulate, rational, sensible, realis-
tic and skilled to the point of being
ambidextrous. The *Lanka Guerdian™
has been a remarkable close reflection
of its creator's atiributes. It is a good
journal, Tt could grow into a great

one,
Dr. Carlo Fonscka.
(Contimted an FPage 24)



Trends

Moslem Politics

While [slamic politics is now In
the forefront of world affalrs, it is
nteresting to note that this contem-
porary. phenomenon has had  little

impact on the Moslems here, We
have no ‘political’ mullahs. red,
green or blue The post 1973 oll

price hike brought the Arab states
not only enormous wealth but a new
sense of power. As the shelk and
newly affluent Arabs went an a self-
Intoxlcating spending spree In the
West, *‘the ugly Arab" replaced the
old *'ugly American™ and the “ugly
Japonese™.

Here, In Sc Lanka, the social
behaviour of the new rich Moslem
(gems rather than oll) produced a
Sinhalese backlash with the Beru-
wela boys enjoying too high a visi-
bility. In the last years of the
SLFP regime, there were ominous
signs that [long inherited Sinhala-
Tamil antipathles will give way to
anti-Moslem sentiments as Incidents
in Puttalam, Bolongoda, Golle, Pana-
dura etc indicated. But this wave
of anti-Moslem feeling, especially
ameng the Sinhala middle class and
business pgroups, appears to have
receded.

Moslem Mayors

The SLFP hos for the first time
neminated a Moslem, Mr. A. H. Macan
Markar, os its Mayoral candidate for
Colombe.

The UNP has not matched the
SLFP's squarely. It hos brought back
a wveteran city politiclan from his

post In Malaysia, But it has thought
It wise to ngme a Moaslem as Deputy
Mayor.

How will the Moslems vote? In-
spite of the boastful claims of the
Badi-ud-din—Alif group (whatever hap-
pened to the Islamic Socialist Front?)
the Maslem vote is solidly pro-UNP.
Argh and Palestinian politics have
radicalised enly o marginal group of
young educated Moslems,

PR and Polls

Fest unto death. The phrase s
commen enough In  this  country.
MaySe the thought too. But never
the oct [iself.

Self~immelation [s better known in
other places ever since the monks
of the Buddhist city of Hue protested
agoinst the puppet regime of the
Catholic Ngo Dinh Diem.

A stounch SLFP  loyallst, a poor
dedicoted supporter who was poraded
naked by greenshirts In Matale after
the fuly polls, Is now going about
town In a highly Incendlary mood.
He is all burnt up eover the appoint-
ment of Mr. Kobbekaduwe as the
SLFP's chief orgoniser.

PR. Is dalready influencing Internal
politics In the mojor parties. There
Is a real scramble to get on the
list and right up on top. This has
also breught feuds and feudal fights
into the open In both the UNP and
SLFP.

In Kandy bath partles had trouble
with thelr lists with key local bosses
locked in combat over thelr nedr—
and—dear. In the UNP it was about
a YIP's wife; in the SLFP over @ mem-
ber of the ruling family.

In Motale, ex-Minister T, B.
Tennekoon, representing the ‘‘humble
folk® prepored a counter-list to chal-
lenge Messrs Kobbekoduwe and Monty
Gopallawa. i

Herces and Heroines

Prime Minister Premodasa does it |

In style. Newspapers which received |
publicity material in connection with |
Premawathie Manamperi commermorg- |
tion ceremonfes may have been excu- |

memorial te the student Weerasoo-
riya whose degth started the chain

of events that finally fed to the
collapse of the last regime,
Maoist Move

‘Shan' is in Albania. Is he com-

ing out of the cold? Ever since
he severed links with Peking, Shan
has Deen the lonely vateron of the
Left. He found solace only in Tirana
which continued to criticise both
Peking and Moscow. Ideological affi-
nities ~grew stronger when Enver
Hoxha not only denounced Peking's
new foreign poliey and its rappro-
chement with the US which Hoxha
regards ‘the main enemy' but otta-
cked Ching’s ‘Three Worlds theory'.
Hoxha has recentiy adjusted his
position  once more  and  criticised
Mao Tse-tung thought. Here, Shon's
dream is coming true. Those who
style themselves Maoists or are Maoist-
inclined are holding talks to form
a single party. If these 5 groups
(Shan, PDP, Mahinda Wijesekera,
Mava Lanka and the fanatha San-
gamaya, a JVP breakaway) agree,
Shan will probably be general secre-
tery end A. M. finadasa chairman.

sed if they thought, at a first glance, |
that the tastefully produced materfal, |

art work and all, had come from |
the Vietnamese or Cubon embossles, |
The publicists of those two coun- |
tries have a distinctive style too.

There was o beoutiful line drowing
of the girl who died so tragically
in April 1971 ond an artist's im-
pression of an helmeted soldier.

Yesterdoy's rebel or trogic victim
is today's hero. The change often
mirrors the vicissitudes of politics,
Jaffna put up a statve to the 18
year old Sivakumaran but,
stoff writer in his

been pulled down by
think it too defiant a symbol. In
Peradeniya, lost year, they built a

o5 our |
special report, |
records in this isswe. the statue has |
those who |
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I Letters

Fowler vs. Haan

Mow it can be revealed that
the text of the original ‘'Fowler"
letter that caused all this to-do
was not by a ‘“local Fowler" at
all. My first letter following the
publication of Mr Haan's chef-
d'oeuvre raised the point that
“the incongruity between simple
things to be said and out-of-the-
way words to say them in has a
perennial charm'" only for the
reader who ‘‘never outgrows hob-
bledehoyhood”. Almest the entire
text of my letter, including the
words just quoted, was from “A
Dictionary of Modern English
Usage'; and | signed the latter
“H W Fowler" lest anyone should
cry “‘plagiarist”.

Mr. Amaradasa Fernando imagi-
ning that the views expressed
were other than Fowler's own
rushed into print calling the name
of Fowler *“‘revered” and ‘‘hallo-
wed" but characterising Fowler's
use of the word “hobbledehoy-
hood" as a sign of illiteracy. Not
content with this faux pas, in a
second letter he proceeded to
give a fanciful and quite absurd
translation of one of the Latin
tags used by Mr Hann which he

fatuously claimed | had misunder-
stood! He even called this “the
cream of the Joke". (Mr Fer-
nando is, of course, an intellec-
tual feather-weight who should
not be permitted to get into
fights outside his weight and
class.)

In the meantime, Mr. Haan

himself enters the scene wearing
false whiskers and a rubber nose,
calling himself Dr Yvallbeoff Jansz.
He proceeds meodestly to speak
of his own *“classic lecter" as if
it were on a par with Dr John-
son's letter to Lord Chesterfield.
His disguise, however, is easily
seen through partly because he
has used It before and partly be-
cause his unmistakable prose-style
is a deed glve-away e. g the
sophisticated pun  Fowler/Fouler.
(Get 1t2) This Is a typical exam-
ple of what Mr Fernando calls
Mr Haan's *‘caustic wit and mor-
dant humour".

4

As for correct English usage Dr
Wallpeoff Haan is in no position
to point the finger at others. |
give just a few examples of his
impeccable dictlion: (1) “The re-

pairs still continue to be unre-
paired”. (The vrepairs needed
repairs!, |s this more mordant

humour?) (2) “VWhenaver a fire [s
lit in the kitcchen the smoke.,
insinuates itself .. into my bed and
dining rooms. | request that it be
demolished forthwith”. (What Is
it he wants demolished? The fire?
The kitchen?! The smoke? The
bedroom! The dining room? No,
the kitchen chimnazy if you please,
which is not even mentioned any-
where In the preceding sentence.)
(3} *Ferreous epheme=rality” (Caus-
tic wit?} (4) “Each and sundry”
(5) And just one example from
that blackassecockney snobs’ char-
ter: “The Battle of the Blues",
Silva Is made to say: “l shall do
as you ask of m= and summan
the Sixth to mast next evaning'.
(The mezaning Mr Haan want=d
to convey is clear but what he
should have written wis “'tomarraw
evening''.)

Colombo 0, “H, W. Fowler"

Lakith St. C Pieris

Rejoinder to ‘Fowler’

We have not only called 2 fool
a fool; we have also held up to
public view the fool's folly.

FOULER has obstinately refused
to admlc that he has not spoken
the King's English when he said:
lt was not polysyllables that |
took objection to'. In the Poc-
ket Oxford Dictionary originally
compiled by H. W. Fowler (the
genuine one) and his worthy
brother F. G. these two alter-
native expressions can be found —
(1) rtake exception’, and (2) ‘raise
objection’. But our bogus H, W.
Fowler has thoughe it fir to use
instead an expression of his own—
‘take objection’. He has no answer
to our previeus criticism of this.
Instead of using the English lan-
guage like H. W. Fowler, he had
the effrontery to use his name.

It vlew of the fact that FOULER
has triad hard to get the berter
of his batters, Mr. Elmer de Haan

and M™Mr. Amaradasa Fernando —
and failed —are we not justified
in calling 2 fool by that name!

Then why must the foal protest
that he has been treated with
the contempt he deserves?

His erowning folly was of course
trying to teach Mr. Fernando what

he imagined was the ‘correct
scriptural quotation. Mr, Fernando
did not say that he was citing
scripture when he teld FOULER,
‘Doccor  heal thyself’. Mr. Fer-
nando, when he said this, was

speaking the King's English-some-
thing that FOULER had not done
in his subsequent reply.

Ve told FOULER cthat he
was not at all justified In con-
tending that ‘ohysiclan hzal chysaIf*
is the correct cext of 5t Luke
4, 23. We stated our reasons at
length in the Lanka Guardian of
March 15th. FOULER has no ans-
wer to this.

Having proved to readers of the
Lanka Guardian —and to his own
diszomficure — that the ‘critic’ ba-
dly needs to correct himself before
be tries to find fault with his bet-
ters, Mr. Haan and Mr. Fernando,
wa then called him well-deserved
names he did not like to hear. Ali
he has to offer In reply is that he
has nothing to say to us because we
were caustic In reference to him.

Let FOULER conduct his polemics
by meeting logical arguments wich
counter-argumeants, if ha can. It s
because he has no valld answers to
our criticism. that he seeks refuge
in complaining that we used strong
language — 'abuse’ was the term he
used — which was not inappropriate
in describing him.

Finally we may ask why is the
masterIE polemicist  reluctant to
reveal his true identicy wnen we
requested him to do so! Bacause
he dare not. It would be too
painful for him to face the public
after his ridiculous performance.

Colombo 4. Wallbeoff Jansz
(Contirtued on Page 25)



l News background

Concern over communal

trends

he strong undercurrent of

racial feeling is causing wide-
spread concern, Public organisa-
tions, both political and nen-
political, are actively discussing
practical ways of meeting this
danger. The Committee for Na-
tlonal Harmony recently entrusted
a ‘working group’ with the job
of recommending such measures.
The Committee which was formed
after the August ‘77 rlots con-
sists of well known personalicles
drawn from all ethnic and reli-
gious groups.

wWhile the emphasis on effective
counter-measures, discussions have
also tried to identify Immediate
causes which tend to exacerbate
prevalling tensions.

All political parties dissociate
themselves from communalism and
frezly condemn the activities of

others. The nationpal press prea-
ches righteous sermons on  ha-
tional harmeony. But the repre-

sentatives of 20 organisations have
addressed an appeal to the Press
Council on "racialist propaganda"

in the press. (See ‘Press and
Raclalism’).
The new ‘quota’ system for

places In the university (guotas
based on districts population ra-
tios) has been denounced as ‘dis-
criminatory by the |0 parties that
beleng to the ‘*New Left" united
front. They have called it an
“injustice perpetrated on all in-
telligent students.”

Left unity, disunity

United May Day rally still

eludes the disunited Left.
But there have been some signs
of change 'since last year. Despite
frantic efforts to the very end
by *honest brokers', a feeler last
year by the ‘Mew' Left for a
common demonstration and rally
with the LSSP-PDP came to nought.
The PDP dropped out, and the
troika became a twosome,

The same initiative came this
time with greater force because
it came ‘“‘from below"' .... from
the trade unions. They wanted
to restore ‘and re-activate the
broad TU unity of December 28.
Discuzsions were held within
the ICTUAC (the Action Commi-
ttee) with the proposal re-intro-
duced by militant trade unions
outside the LSSP-CP. The idea
moved forward partly because the
CP had instructed its trade union
Boss, LW. Panditha to support
iz. The CP itself had arrived at
this decision after much debate.

The LSSP sald ‘nothing' doing'

and stood firm despite the risk
of creating friction in the LSSP
—CP alliance. The main reason

was that Mr. Vasudeva Manayak-
kara Insists on parading as che
LSSP (new leadership), Ths LSSP
high command alse maintained
that these ‘Mew' Left groups will
shout ‘adventurist’ slogans, The
CP kept the alliance Intact and
withdrew but the CP paper
‘Forward” did say It was “a plty”

Meanwhile the ‘new’ Left groups
have their polictlcal rally In the
morning but all of them will march
together in a single demonstration
and hold a united May Day meeting
with their ranks being streng-
thened by several wellknown
trade unions like the CHMU, Bank
Employees, the MEP unions ete.
A move to bring the TULF unions
was blocked mainiy by the Maoist
groups. As usual, Mr. Rohana
Wijeweera, the undisputed super
—star of Left-inclined youth do=s
his ewn thing.

Happy families
(in Tamil only)

“We are Tamils.

We are Muslims.

We are Sinhalese,

Qur country is Sri Lanka.

We are all people of this country.
We are friends.”

These benevolent sentiments
come from page 30 of a first
reader [n Tamll for schoolchildran,
published by the Educational
Publications Department. On the
same page, surrounding the text,
are pictures of a Tamil famil
(father, mother and twach“dren{
and of similar Muslim and Sinhala
families. Below is ano:zher picture,
of the three fathers with arms
round each other's shoulders.
and the mothers and children
In slmilar attitudes of mutual
cordiality. (see covar)

Very good. But
parallel reader in Sinhaia, also
published by the Educational
Publications Dapartment, which
has been designed on the same
general pattern as the Tamil
reader, Both readers Introduce
children to their first steps in
reading through the daily activi-
tizs of a boy and girl, nursery
rhymes and a simple story — the
Hare and cthe Tortoise —and the
story 15 illuscrated with the sams
ictures in the samz colours in
oth Sinhala and Tamil readars.
It Is clear on looking through
both readers that they have been
concefved on similar lines.

there is a

Burt with one important excep-
tion. The message that all of us
—Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim —
are one happy family, the figures
halding hands and clasping shoul-
ders —these are absent in the
Sinhala book. On the corres-
ponding page 30 in the Sinhala
book appear:z instead a map of Sri
Lanka wich a patriotic rhyme which
runs :



“Lanka my land
my beloved land
the land of my birth

this is my land."

Whe is the *me’ to whom this
land belongs! As far as the Educa-
tional Publications Department's
first reader is concerned, thereis
nothing te suggest to the Sin-
hala child that it is anybody
other than members of his own
race or linguistic group. And cer-
tainly it Is clear from a compari-
son of the two readers that the
Department thinks it impeortant
to preach inter-racial andinter-
communal amity to Tamil and
Muslim children from their first
year of school, but inappropriate
(or dangerous or demoralising?)
to bring the same message to
the Sinhala child. ‘Give me a
child for the first few years of
his life, and you can have him
thereafter,” was the thought once
attributed to a Jesuit. Are there
racists running our educational
programme who think the same
way!

The Tamil first reader bears
the date [977; the Sinhala reader
the publication date 1978. with
a note of acknowledgment by the
Commissioner dated December 1977
This means that both the last
regime and the present one
must have been involved in
the production of the books,
since planning and preparation
must have taken a considerable
time before publication; and this
in any case is probably a matter
in which educational policy has
been (to use the customary Ame-
rican expression) ‘bl-partisan’.

Many years ago, a widely used
set of Sinhala school readers,
H. D. Sugathapala's Mava Maga,
brought the idea of Inter-racial
and inter-communal sympathies to
Sinhala children, not by preaching
it in the abstract, but by pre-
senting it in a fashion that would
be meaningful and interesting to
young children —through stories of
the involvement of two Sinhala
children In the festivals of their
nelghbours of other races and
religlons.

é

The Press and

Represen:atlves of over twenty
organisations, Including trade

unions, worker and peasant or.

ganisatlons, as well as religious,
human rights and women's groups

under the auspices of
the Co-ordinating Secretariat for
Plantation Areas, have submitted
the following letter to the Press
Casperz

meeting

Council; signed by Paul
5. 1. and Reggie Siriwardena.

*“We wish to draw the atten-
tion of your Council, as the body
statutorily charged with the re-
gulation of the Press In Sri
Lanka, te the alarming and dan-
gerous situation which s being
created by raclialist propaganda
in the Press, and by tendentious
news reporting of a character
that will inflame racialist senti-
ments and accentuate confllicts
between the Sinhala and Tamil
speaking people of this country.

“A number of news-sheets and
smaller papers specially devoted
to racialist propaganda has recen-
tly come into existence both iIn
Sinhala and in Tamil. However,
the greafest threat to peacefu
relations between the Sinhala and
Tamil speaking people arises from
the fact that the three big news-
paper groups (in the country have
in the last few months, adopted
the more insidious but even more
dangerous policy of highlighting
racially inflamatory stories in their
news columns, through their mode
of reporting, display and cheice
of headlines. VYWe cannot believe
that these practices are accidental
or unconscious, since we have
often observed that the same
news story Is glven varying com-
munal slant in newspapers in
different languages published by
the same group.

racialism

“We fear that with the ap-
proach of the forthcoming local
government elections, this kind
of communally mischievous and

inflamatory reporting and propa-
ganda in the Press is likely to
Increase In volume and Intensity.
This may have expecially serious
consequences In  the plantation
areas and other parts of the
country, where Sinhala and Tami
speaking people live in close pro-
ximity to each other. Unless
these tendencies are checked, the
Press may be the principal, imme-
diate cause of another outbreak
of racial conflict.

“We urge you to use whatevaer
Influence and authority you poss-
255 €0 exerclse restralnts on the
Press In respect of matter which
is llkely to inflame racial feeling,
We wish to observe that a spe-
clal responsibility exists in the

case of the two newspaper groups
which are controlled by the State

“We request that you grant
us an Interview at which we can
produce before you documentary
evidence from the Press to sub-
stantiate what we have said in
this letter.,"

Democratic Workers Congress
Human Rights Organization Uni-
ted Federation of Labour, Chris-

tian Workers Fellowship, Lanka
Genearal Services Union, Hatton
Social Action Centre, Janatha

Vimukthi Peramuna, National Union
ef Workers, Secio-Economic Train-
ing Institute, Kandy, All-Lanka Pea-
sants Congress, Christlan Workers
Fellowship: Plantation Service Com-
mittee, Janatha Viyaparaya (Peo-
ples Movement), Service Civil
International, L. S. 5. P. New
Leadership, Malayaha Makkal lyak-
kam (Plantation People's Move-
ment), Ceylon Plantation Workers
Union, Hill Country Youth Assem-
bly, Coordinating Secretariat for
Plantation Areas, Satyodaya, Sama-
favadi Bhikku Peramuna.

(Contfnued on page 25)



I Jaffna spectrum

The Northern scene

separate state is evelving in
the MNorth—this Is state with-

in the state. On the one hand
in the Morth we see the civil
administration, working in conjun-
ction with the elected represen-
tatives of the people and the
citizens of the peninsula. A par-
allel and hostile force has also
emerged—this is the police-military
machine, given a protective legi-
timacy by some communal-minded
Sinhalese, including members of the
clergy.

The drift towards a separate
state began in 1961 when the
Army was moved into the north.
A uniformed force hostile to the
people and opposed to their lea-
ders grew with time. With the
Vaddukoddai Declaration of 1971,
and the TULF asking for the
recognition of a Tamil nation,
the situation began to deterio-
rate. The police was regarded as
a “force of occupation” and be-
came the target of the political
extremists in the norch,

Mr. Egodapitiya, 5P laffna, ad-
mits the crime ratg in Jaffna is
low. Further Mr. Leo Perera, 5P
Kankasanthurai, is of opinion that
not more than a hundred extre-
mists are at large. Some sections
of the Police doubt that they
belong to a cohesive organisation.
Mr. Epodapitiya is of opinion that
the title ‘Tigers' has been loo-
sely 1aken on by youth who are
imitating a similar movement that
existed in Tamil Madu. 5P Lec
Perera on the other hand is of
opinion that there is an organi-
sed terrorist movement,

The Morth is used as a ‘puni”
shment station” by the police.
Unruly elements are posted there.
Most of them do not speak the
language. Not inconteivable a large
gulf exists between the popula-
tion and police. Twelve police-
men, the majority Tamil-speaking
officers investigating the actions
of extremists, have been assassi-
nzted. The police are helpless

because a sullen =and uncoopera-
tive public will not assist them.

More troops

The attempt to solve political
problems In the north by resort-
ing to more police and military
force has failled. As one crosses
into the MNorthern Province, the
first sight that greets a visitor
is the Army Camp at lratperiya-
kulam. Then as one enters the
peninsula one sees troops sear-
ching vehicles at Elephant Pass—
almost as if they are a faorce of
oaccupation.

Ironically the advecates of the
separate state call for more troaps
and maore power to the police.
Everytime a Policeman is hurtor
killed by lawless elements, the
Police decend on innocent people.

The Police and Army don't
always need an excuse for these
tough tactics. Sometimes they
flex their muscles for no known
reason,

Some members of the Buddhist
clergy also ask for the introduc-
tion of thousand of troops into
the MNorth. They are so much
in sympathy with the anti-social
police, that recently when a delin-
quent policeman was disciplined
by his superiors, hundreds of
policemen went in procession 1o
the nearest temple,

Mot all Buddhist monks In the
Morth are communal. Far from
it some members of the wvenera-
ted Naga Deepa Vihara would be
the last te call for troops to
settle outstanding political  pro-
blems.

Political observers are not slow
ta establish a link between pro-
minent politicians in Colombo and
racialist propagandists in the north.

This kind of *dual power”
could mean good-bye to any hopes
of winning the support of the
minorities or eradicating violence
in the Merth, — I 5.

‘Our Lion - el’

Fithanare (left) with
A Fernandoe

The people of Jaffna have had
an unblushing love affair with
their Government Agent, Lionel
Fernando., He has won  such
popularity by his genuine concern
for the interests of the people
of the northern peninsula. When
there are clashes between the
police and the people he is there
within moments, sometimas even
in his sarong, In order to re-
store peace.

GA Vernon Abeyselera in the
sixties was also immensely popu-
lar among the Jaffna people — so
much so that many openly wept
when he finished his tour of
duty and emplaned at Palaly. But
a senior Parliamzntarian -in. ths,
Marth told The Lanks Guardian
that GA Lionel is even more
popular than Vernon Abeysekera
was—and that's saying some-
thing.

Dr. Rasiah, Secratary of the
Siddha Ayurvedhic Physicians of
the Morth, remarkad that the GA
is called **Our Lion, because he
keeps us safe from the tigers!”

Recently, when Lionel Fernando
lost his mother, all of laffna
town closed shutters in mourning.

Reprasentatives of all religious
bodies in thz2 noarth came and
offered prayers for the soul of
the lady.

Lionel Fernando joined the Cay-
lon Civil Service in [960. Prior
to his appointmant in Jaffna he
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served as Chairman of the Dis-
tilleries Corporation, later he was
in the Home Ministry.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE

There are two other Sinhalese-
speaking public servants in Jaffna
who have become very much
citizens of the north. The more

senior of the two s 5. M. |.
Senaratne who is the Assistant
Collector of Customs. He has

served in the North for |5 years.

Younger in years, but by ne
means limited in vision, is Chandra=
soma Vithanage, the Cultural
Officer attached to the Jaffna
Secretariat. He has been in the
forefront of a campaign to main-
tain a cultural exchange batween
the north and south. Along with
the laffna District Cultural Coun-
cil, he has held film festivals in
the northern province, bringing
the best of Sinhala cinema to the
Tamil-speaking areas. Once again
in August there will be a mam-
moth film festlval,

Durin the recent visit to
laffna of a party of journalises,
the Cultural Council arranged
two recitals. One was an esven.

ing of devotional Tamil songs. The
other was the performance of the
State Dance Ensemble under Mr.
Makuloluwa. The latter was well
received by the people of Jaffna,

“lt is our sincere hope that
the programme undertaken by
us,” says the Cultural Council,

“will contribute towards greater
understanding among all peoples
in 5ri Lanka. It Is our unshaka-
ble belief that cultural bonds are
one way through which national
unity can be forged.”

Chandrasoma Vithanage was for-
merly fn the Ministry of Cultural
Affairs.

Tamil grievances

he Tamil Illangar Peravaij
is the youth league of the
Tamil United Liberation Front.
T Santhathiyar, member of the
Organising Committee dealt at
length with the problems that
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Tamil people face. He was address-
Ing the press in Jaffna.

He listed state-aided colonisa-
tlon of the cradictional Tamil
areas by Sinhala sectlers as one
crucial issue. Correspondence with
the Government, standardisation

An alternative

Yogendra Duraisamy, son of the
late Sir Waitilingam  Duraisamy,
concluded a distinguisted career in
the Sri Lanka Overseas Service.
Retiring prematurely he has taken
te politics. He is the leader of
a group called the Progressive
Tamil Movement which says it offers
ar alternative to the TULF.

(1] e believe in a united
Sri Lanka,” explained
Mr. Duraisamy, ‘“but we must

appreciate the historical and geo-
graphical realities in this councry,
Therefore we believe in regional
autonomy. We want human rights
not only mentioned in the con-
stitutlon, but in practice there
must be no discrimination in high-
er education and employment.
It is only then that we can build
a united Sri Lanka.

““The present human rights posi-
tlen s an Improvement on the
First Republican Constitution.

“ﬁuy Sinhalese person can walk
in and buy land in any part of
the country including the north,
but there must not be state ajded
colonisation of traditional Tamil
areas."

Dealing with youth wunrest in
the north, Mr. Duraisamy explai-
ned that so many acts of the
earlier government, things like
standardisation, went to alienare
the youth. With the present
system of university admission
how can one expect the youth not
to revolt?

“We concede that there are
backward areas that must be hel-
ped as far as University admissions
are concerned. But the present

of admissions to the unlversity
and discrimination in employment
for Tamils were the other jssues.

As far as repression of the
Tamils are concerned Santhathiyar
said that this government is worse
than the previous one.

to TULF

district quota system of the Govern-
ment is unsatisfactory.

““The present constitution al-
most gives parity of status to
Sinhala and Tamil, and its pro-
visions regarding the minorities
are satisfactory. But these provi-
slons must be Implemented. For
example, recruitment to the public
service is still discriminatory,

“It is the frustration of the
youth that leads to viclence
against the Police. We have writ-
ten to the President asking that
law and order be maintained and
that those whe transgress the
law, whom ever they may be,

must be punished.

Violence and
counter violence

statue  was  put up for

Slvakumaran a 26 year old
youth who committed suicide |
police custedy by swallowing cya-
nide,

This commemorative statue was
errected in Urumpirai, Such is
the antagonism towards the |aw
enforcement agencies, that ope
who dies in police custedy s
automatically made a hero. In Au-
gust [977 statues of respected pu-
blic figures like Tamil poets and
statesmen were damaged,  Siva-
kumaran's statue was also mutj.
lated. Violence and counter vio-
lence— the tragedy that stalks
the north.



Socio - economic
realities

affna's traditional Industry has

been the Sri Lanka public
service. But the introduction of
Sinhala only, the competitive
nature of public service entry and
the “increasing number of educated
coming up for employment in
the north, has altered employ-
ment patterns, A high propor-
tion of theose from affluent fami-
lies, those with relatives abroad,
set their sights on education and
employment overseas, In Africa,
L. K., Canada, etc. A number of
skilled Tamils have also set out
for V¥est Asia, where renumera-
tions are high even If employment
s not so secure. The inflow of
‘Gulf money' has led te an influx
of new cars and the escalation
of land prices, aggravating the
housing problem throughout the
peninsula.

Many educated Mortherners are
taking to agriculture, many of
them went In for lucrative cash
crops like chillies and onions.
During the last regime many of
them did well financially and their
mud huts  became houses with
tiles and bricks.

n the last two years incomes
In the agricultural sector have
fallen steeply and the viability
of growing cash crops is being
called into question. This is pri-
marily due to the importation
of dry chillies, which has served
to depress the market.

The recent shut down of rural
banks in the agricultural centlres
has also affected the farmers who
find it difficult to commute to
the nearest town to transact their
business.

Throughout the peninsula farmers
are asking for a guaranteed price
for their cash crops—they com-
plzin bitterly that the government
iz mot interested in helping them
mor salving their problems,

Tamil politics — 2 views

Co-existence, not confrontation

by 5. Kathiravelupillai, MP (Kopay)

rl Lanka is the island home
Sct’ two nations — the Sinhalese

and the Tamils. They differ from

each other by histary, terricory
language, religion, culture and
traditions. This is the undispu-

table fact of over two thousand
five hundred years of history,
The Cleghorn minute of [797
records: “Two different nations,
from a very ancient period have
divided between them the pos-
session of the |lsland. First the
Sinhalese inhablting the interior
country in the Southern and
Western pares from the river
Wallouwe to that of Chilaw, and
secondly the Malabars (Tamils)
who possess the Morthern and
Eastern districes.”

From these earliest times the
Sinhalese and Tamils have main-
tained their separate identities
and territories. Particularly the
Sinhalese have always excluded
the Tamils from their body poli-
tic in thelr struggle for exis-
tence and identity. Dutu Gemunu
(200 B. C) the national hero of
the Sinhalese could not sleep in
peace with the Tamils rullag all
around him. Even as late as the
l46th and [7th eznturies when
the Portuguese <amz to Ceylan
and conquered the Tamil King-
dom. the Sinhalese did not think
that “Ceylon” was being invaded
by a forzign power nor did chey
even 2o to the help of the Tamils
as a neighbour might have, having
their own szcurity and that of
the whole island in mind, Rather
they appear to have had a secret
sarisfaction at the conguest of the
Tamil Kingdom.

A Sinhalese historian of today
Dr. G. C. Mandis writes *The
Tamil Kingdom In the North
grew in power until it extracted

tribute from the South. Further,
fifteenth century Tamil influence
over the Sinhalese court was

considerable and Ceylon may have
come under the rule of Madura

or Tanjore but for the timely
arrival of the Portuguese”.

British Crown

To the Sinhalese, the Tamil
presence is a larger restriction
on their freedom and sovereignity
than was the link with the Bri-
tish Crown imposed by the Soul-
bury Constitution, now over-
thrown. Mavertheless, the Sinha-
lese by legislative and administ-
rative acts explicated the new
philosophy of one state, ane na-
tion, one language, one religion.
A permanent and  irremovable
Sinhalese majority ruled in che
name of democracy so that the
effect of ail decisionz enured ta
the benefit of the Sinhalese majo-
rity and te the detriment of the
Tamil minoricy and not equally
to both majerity and minority.
Thus the following may be lisced
as saome of the major effects and
results of Sinhalese rule;

{l} One million Tamils were
excluded from citizenship and
rendered stateless by the Cici-
zenship Act 18 of [948,

(2) These one million Tamils
were by Act 48 of 1949 denied
the right to vote which right
they enjoyed before independence.

(3) Tamil territory was colo-
nised with Sinhala colonists by
the State with State funds, and
illegal squacting on Tamil terri-
tory by Sinhalese was encouraged
and finally regularised while Tamil
squatters on such Tamil territory
were driven out by force and
emergency regulations were
framed for punishing them. Land
is not given to reglstered Tamil
citizens in the  colonisation
schemes,

{4:] Tamils were exciuded from
the public service in large num-
bers to which they had access



earlier on the basis of merit
and also dismissed or not con-
firmed for lack of proficiency in
Sinhala.

(3) The use of force on the
Tamils as a political weapon to
obtain subservience.

Army of eccupation

(6) The stationing of an army
of occupation in the Tamil terri-
tory.

(7) Sinhala alone was made the
official language of the whaole is-
land including the Tamil territory.

(8) Buddhism alone was given
State patronage under the new
constitution,

(%) Tamil students qualified on
the basis of merit were excluded
from admission to the university
by racial discrimination and mani-
pulation of marks.

(10) Deliberate neglect and re-
fusal to develop the Tamil terri-

tory.

{I1) The neglect of Tamil edu-
cation particularly of the students
in the estate areas and the clo-
sing down of Tamil streams and
schools in the Sinhalese terri-
tory.

{12) The imposition of the Sinhala
Language as the medium of in-
struction for Tamil students even
in the Tamil territory tegether
with unconscionable conversion of
Tamil Hindus into Buddhists
in return for education and school-

ing.

{13) The neglect of the Tamil wor-
kers in the estates to the peint
of starvation and death.

(14) An agreement with India to
repatriate Tamils from the estates
in the Sinhalese territory to India
which agreement was unilaterally
interpreted as providing for com-
pulsery repatriation even against
the will of the Tamil worker,

(15) The Tamils have no share
in the government of the country.

Against all this is now emerging
a new militancy among the Tamil
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youth whe say that the
gramme of their elders has
brought the desired results

pro-
not

These youth believe in confron-

tation which inevitably become
an international problem in the
future,

Restoration

A wise Sinhalese leadership sho-
uld understand the problem in
its full magnitude. The Sinhalese,
would not really desire to rule
over and run an empire over the
unwilling Tamils and be gullty of
neocolonialism and  aggressien.
The restoration of the Tamil State
by mutual agreement will be a
triumph for both people and for
human values. On the other hand
a confrontation between the twe
nations can defeat the very secu-
rity and therefore the existence
and identity of the Sinhalese na-
tion, particularly as foreign inter-
vention in such confrontation will
become inevitable.

A restored and reconstituted
Sinhala State which excludes the
Tamil presence s the bhest gua-
rantee of the existence, Identity
and security of the Sinhala Na-
tlon, So also of the Tamil Natlon.
The Sinhalese will cease to have
problems of illicit Immigration,
citizenship, language, religions,
competition in employment,trade,
industry, higher education etc,
In short, the Sinhala ideal of one
nation, one language etc. can
only be realized in a restored
and reconstituted Sinhala State,
So alse, by the restoration and
reconstitution of the Tamil State
alone will the Tamil Nation sur-
vive and preserve ijts identity
and the Tamils, secure the ‘‘right
to life, liberty and pursuit of
happiness'’ and be masters of their
own destiny., Pancha Sila or Co-
existence is thus the only solution
to the problem of the two nations
in Ceylon. It recognlses not me-
rely the facts of two thousand five
hundred years of Sinhalese and
Tamil history; but also the funda-
mental right of the Tamil people to
self determination; of Tamil Eelam to
separate Statehood. It unshackles
the two nations and sets them
both free.
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The only identity that matters

by Jayantha Somasunderam

he process by which the

leadership of the Tamil United
Liberation Front has arrived ata
call for a separate state, merits
examination. It Is a demand that
has sprung up largely from the
Tamil-speaking middle classes who
have always dominated the poli-
tics of the llankai Tamil Arasu
Kadchi and the All-Ceylon Tamil
Congress. This class was In the
competition with its Sinhalese
and Burgher connterparts for
the limited number of openings
in Government Service and the
professions. When the supply in
this area began to outstrip the
demand, friction developed.

The Burghers opted out of the
race by migrating to Australia.
But the mobility of the Tamils

was restricted, They had thus
to negotiate with the Govern-
ments in power in order to

obtaln some measure of security
for their middle class members,
The Bandaranaike—Chelvanayakam
Pact and the UNP-FP adminis-

tration of 1965-48, are examples
of this,

The economic crisis had long
since strangled the possibilities
of a negotiated settlement. The
fiasco that [z called, srandar-
disation, stands witness to this.
It was becoming impossible to
deal even - handedly with all

sections of a competing population,

Acute nature

The TULF is conservative to
the extent that it refuses to
consider scrapping the existing

game in an effort to solve the
problems of all communicies, Ra-
ther, they seek to change merely
the rules of the game, and thus
the name of the game.

Today the TULF argues for a
separate state on the basis ofa
separate national identity. But
how come the Tamil-speaking
people discovered their unique
identity only in 19722 Is it not
because it was only then that
they came alive to the acute
nature of the economic crisis,
the inability to provide jobs and
decent standards of living?

To thousands of Tamil-speaking
people who accept the Eelam
demand, It was not a sudden
realisation of their national status
that prompted the demand, but
harsh economic realities.

This national identity that the
TULF talks about was one that
was mazintained by despotic mo-
narchies in centuries gone by.
Mobody thought to ask the
ordinary citizens for their views
on the matter. To build an
ideology on such a reality which
has been comatose for four cen-

turies is to build on quicksand.
It is to lignore the reality of
other present—day identities

namely, those of region—laffna,
Wanni, Batticaloa—those of re-
ligion, caste and class. It is to
ignore the  prosperous cosmo-
politan strata in the urban areas
who subscribe to a difierent cul-
ture altogecher.

To give every petty kingdom
and every little despot who laid
claim to one, a new
would be to make
of history and an
of geography.

nation,
a caricature
Impossibility

We are heirs to a communi-
cation revolution that is hurtling

us towards

one language, one
culture, one identity, An identity
that will enable us to call our-

selves humans which Is the only
distinction that matters after all.

Religious identity

A modern nation cannot be
builc on the basis of an identity
that is dated by four hundred
years. A country like lsrael was
built on a fanatically exclusive
religious Identity that survived
the diaspora. So was Pakistan.

Language, even culeural, dis-
similarities have not prevented
countries as large as the USSR
and India frem maintaining their
integrity. On the contrary they

have developed as a result of
such  progressive  national in-
tegratian,

The USA and the USSR are
good exmaples of multi-racial,
multilingual nations that have

prospered via economic and poli-
tical integration. The EEC coun-
tries also aim at an European
identity in succession to natlonal
identities. ASEAN the most pro-
sperous group of countries in the
region are forging strong econo-
mic and political links,

Racial identities can and will
exist in modern nations, |ook at
Czechoslavakia, Switzerland and
Yugoslavia. To imagine that deve-
lution autematically solves econe-
mic problems is to ignore economic
history, Close at hand are the
striking examples of Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

The way out of this
is to push forward social
lutlon that will break through
the economic crisis and ensure
rights and living conditions for
all pecple, regardless of superfi-
clal differences.

impasse
revo-

The cry for Eelam is not a
solution to our problems—merely
a symptom of them.
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| International news

Iran’s shadow
by Mervyn de Silva

it by earthquakes with sad

and frightening frequency,
Iran has produced another kind
of viclent upheaval that has qui-
ckly caused tremors throughout
the region. This instant regional
impact was in a way Inevitable
because of Iran's strategic loca-
tion, its standing as the world’s
second biggest oil exporter which
also ‘guards’ the vital supply lines
to Western Europe and lapan,
and the nature of the politics it
pursued In the area. These poli-
cies were pursued both as a pive-
tal partner in the American alli-
ance and in lran's own right as
a regional power increasingly con-
scious  of Its  economic-military
strength  and impelled by the
Shah's vainglorious visions of **world
power status” by the turn of
this century. lran was also the
only Islamic country which dared
to be openly sympathetic to Is-
rael.

For good reasons, these nervous
tremors were felc most of all in
the neighbouring oil states though
Pakistan's simultaneeus withdrawal
from CENTO is a reminder that
the Iranian ‘revolution’ also had
a ripple—effect on a non-oil pro-
ducing eastern neighbour too.

While this momentous event
had a general Impact on the whole
of West Asia it certainly influen-
ced the Egyptizn-lsraeli dialogue,
new alignments and shifts of po-
licy within the Arab camp, the
consolidation of the Palestinian
position and big-power diplomatic
moves. lts strongest  impact
was on the Gulf States and Saudi
Arabla.

The lranizn crisis suddenly ex-
posed the essential fragllity of
these oil monarchles and produ-
ced what one mighe call a new
league of petrified sheikhs and
=ultans.  Their vulnerabilicy, always
recognisable but never so trans-
parent, is based on the internal

over West Asia

structure of these societies and
the character of the regimes.

In essence, these are thinly
populated countries, with Collosal
wealth (perhaps too much) and
little or no social development.

In the absence of anatlve Intelll-
gentsia they must rely on foreign
experts and imported skills —apre
sence which soon proves abrasive
as even lran, with Its large popu-
lation, showed. Modern educa-
tlon Is a pre-condition for the
healthy, normal growth of an In-
digenous Intelligentsia but such
an elite could easily become the
carrlers of radical ideas and the
agents of socio—political change.
But the mere thought of change
scares the feudal sheikhs and
the smail ruling coteries who
see such a process asinheren-
tly hostile to their vested
interests, Any progress must
be at their expense, at the ex-
pense of their entrenched power
and privilege.

So the much-vaunted “moder-
nisation” of these countries (hotels,
banks, alrports, highways, televi-
slon ete) is a choroughly lop-
sided developmenr, artificially crea-
ted by foreign contractors, tech-
niclans and technology.

Furthermore the single source
of wealth, by its very nature,
has a builtin danger: oll fields,
refineries, pipe-lines. These can
be immobilized as the lranian
oil workers domonstrated, or
easily destroyed. Though an
exaggeration, the observation that
a few hundred dedicatad, well-
equipped guerrillas can do irre-
parable damage or even oust one
of these regimes is nat without
substance. Scrategically speaking,
these are ‘countries’ with no de-
fence-in-depth. In more senses
than one, these are societies
of obvious explosive potential.

To safeguard their tremendous
wealth and perpetuate this narro-

wly based power structure in the
face of such evidenr and parcaived

threats to ‘stabilicy’, cthe rulers
relied on external supporct of
various kinds. Unadar US patro-

nage, lran played a crucially im-
portant raole, Its self-zlazted role
of ‘regional policemzn’.

The significance of the Iranian
upheaval is therefore two-dimen-
sional: (a) as a major US ally,
an aspect of America's global stra-
tegy, and consequently, an object
of serious concern in superpower
contention and {b) as the power-
ful protector of beleagured or
internally weak local regimes.

Oman

Oman is the best example.
The young, Sandhurst-trained Sul-
tan Qaboos who replaced his
old-fashioned father In a move
inspired by the British and car-
ried through with characteristi-
cally unfussy British efficiency, in-
herited a Dhofari rebellion. Dho-
far the southern province of oil-
rich Oman has a land area larger
than Sri Lanka but a population
less than Matara. Its troplcal,
mountainous terrain stretches to
both South Yems=n (now, the Peo-
ples Democratic Republic of Yemen
with the key port of Aden) and
Saudi Arabia. With a pre-Chris-
tian history the Dhofaris regard
themselves as a nation which was
forcibly annexed in the |9th cen
tury by the Sultan of Muscac
with the active help of the Bri-
tish who were then in almost
total command of the Arabian
peninsula,

The Dhofari rebellion bacame a
low-intensity insurgency fought on
guerrila tactics by the mid—sixties,
But in the second phase it assu-
med a far moare serious character
chiefly because waapans wara cam-
ing in from southern Yem=n whara

the British wara under armad
attack from Yemeni revolutiona-
rles. By [957-58, tha British

pulled out of Aden, and the Dho-
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fari uprising underwent a highly
significant change in both ideclo-
gical and military terms. The
DLF (the Dhofari Liberation
Front) became a well-knit guer-
rilla organisation while chan-

ging its name to PFLOAG,
the Peoples Front for the
Liberaticn for the Owccupied

Arab Gulf, a movement now
committed to “*socialism®.

British, Jordanian and Pakistan
officers and a mixed band of
mercenaries (all paid by the Sultan)
bore the maln burden of counter—

insurgency by forming a new
unlt called 5. A. 5.

Anxious about public and Par-
liamentary ciriticism the UK
government kept this operation
‘under wraps’ and denied any

official connection. Pakistan denied
complicity too. In his well docu-
mented book “Arabia without
Sultans”, Fred Halliday the Bri-

tish writer who spent several
months in the area produced
convincing evidence of  British

participation (the officers had been
‘seconded') and the British press
published both names, and pic-
tures.

By 1970-1, the ‘foreign’ unit
was on the defensive and the
British newspapers were quoting

Foreign Office spokesmen about
“Chinese officers’’ helping the
PFLOAG, and ‘authoritative’ re-

ports were published on how China
was threatening the vital oil inte-
rests of the West,

But our main interest here is
the Iranian role as US ally and
local gendarme. By 971, Iranian
troops occupied three islands, ad-
ministered earlier by the Sultanates
and next year stationed a squad-
ron of herlc-::pters in Dhofar. By
1973 Iranian troops were already
leading the counter offensive aga-
inst the PFLOAG,

A statement of the Shah in a
NEWSWEEK interview makes ex-
tremely interesting reading today:

Stability
“Take the Dhofar rebellion. If
it ever succeeded, Just try to
Imagine what we would be faced

with in Muscar. the capltal,
right in front of the Strait of

Hormuz, At firsc a few rifles.
And then naval guns and missiles.
It's a familiar pattern. | cannot
tolerate subversive activitles.. . ."

Only five months ago (Dec 7.
1978) President Carter was asked
at a press conference how he
reconciled his crusade for human
rights with the well known record
of brutal repression in lran. The
questioner said he had served as
an American diplomat in Tehran
for 2 years and knew the cruelty
of the regime., Carter said he
had no apology to offer on ‘the
difference in human rights values’
in the US and lran, but his sup-

port for the Shah was founded
on other reasons.
“Iran has been a stabilisin

factor around the Persian Gulf.
This stability is valuable to the
region. |t is valuable in the
sorrounding territory, certainly
as far as Israel and the Medi-
terranean, and [t [s important
for world peace'.

Carter also noted that lran
had been 'very helpful to us In
economic matters concerning
QPEC ... .. b

‘Stability” and ‘security’, ‘sta-
bilising factor' ‘subversive activi-
ties' ......the words and phrases
are so familiar that their meaning
is too often taken for granted.
But whase stabilicy? Whose inte-
rests are Iimperilled? Whose secu-
rity have we In mind? Surely the
answer is cthe stability of the
Shah, the sultans and the sheikhs,

and ruling cliques which sustain
them? Surely cthe ‘tinterests’ im-
plicit in the argument is the

economic interests of these hated,
corrupt, and oppressive regimes,
and these interests are inextri-
cably linked to forelgn vested in-
terests. Mutual interest makes
the alliance 2 natural one. The
irony is that repression is not
only one means of protecting
these interests from popular
pressures and demands for chan-
ges in the social-seanomic arder
but the only option finally
left to the rulers in thzir in-
creasing alienation from their
own people. Then human rights
become the first casualty. You
cannot be the oppressor's ally
and patron and at the same time

plead the just cause of the

oppressed and exploited.

YWhile this underlines the cant-
ral dilemma in Carter's Iran policy
one of the immediate consequen-
ces of the Shah’s downfall was fear
and trembling in Oman. The
Dhofari insurgency had been ef-
fectively contained, if not cru-
shed, with the Shah’s help. What
now!

lrag

Less than a forcnight after the
Shah left his country Major Gene-
ral Awad al Khalidi, head of the
Jordanian Mllicary Mission to Oman
left for Britian In the interesting
company of Mr. All Asali, Oman's
Ambassador to Iran. (Afro-Asian
affairs, London M. 73). The
two men placed what this In-
telligence digest called ‘*documen-
tary evidence' of new prepara-
tions by the Dhofaris before the
UK authorities. They predicted
a renewal of the [nsurgency. The
two men then left for Washing-
ton,

Cn some occasions too outspo-
ken perhaps for a diplomat, Kis-
singer once defined one of the
basic objectives of US policy in
both the Middle East and Africa—
to strengthen the moderate regi-
mes and Isolate {he did'nc say
de-stabllise) the radical regimes.
Frem Washington's viewpolnt (and
of course the Shah's) Iraq fits
into the last named category on
both counts of internal policy
(Baathist socialism} and foreign
olicy ({the most ‘steadfast’ of the
ront of Steadfastness agalnst
Israel).  Baghdad has not only
refused to support UM resoclution
242 but it has always called for
toral war agalnst  the ‘Zionist
entity’. Also it has had very
tlase ties with Moscow, though
the western press is currently
reporeing new strains in this re-
latienship on account of friction
between the ruling Baathists and
their much smaller Communist
partner‘s.

For many years the US openly
supportad the Kurdish rebels in the
north of Iraq. The Kurdish people,
a substantlal number exceeding
ten million, are spread out through
Irag, Iran and Turkey, and the
U55R. By the 70's, the Shah



took over the task of creating
trouble for the lraqi government
by actively helping the rebels.
Since lrag and Iran have 2 common
border and the Kurds lived and
operated in the northern moun-
tains, it was easy for lran to send
all kinds of supplies, including
heavy artillery to the Kurds. In
fact the headquarters of the Kur-
dish leader Mustapha Barzani (he
died in March) was moved to lran.

But the Iragis were more than
a match for the Iranians milita-
rily and in many border clashes
hurt the Shah's much advertised
army severely. Baghdad alse won
over the Kurdish PED;PIE through
a Judicious mixture o ccn:iliamr(
policles, both economic and cul-
tural, and by declaring an auto-
nomous region In the north.
Finally, the Shah dumped Barzani
and made a deal with Irag after
talks with Iragl VYice President
Saddam Hussein. And today it s
the Kurds in lran (numerically
stcronger than the Kurds in |rag)
who are demanding autonomy!

Saudi Arabia

Mowhere did the Shah's down-
fall and the course taken by the
Iranian revolution produce such
disquieting fears as In Saudl Ara-
bia, world's biggest oil exporter,
Israel and Iran were the two
pillars of the US policy in the
area. Israel, still ghe strongest
military power in the eastern
Mediterranean region, was always
a de facto member of the western
alliance, a western outpost with a
very ' special American relation-
ship, fortified to a great extent
by the all-powerful Jewish lobby in
the US. lran was gradually built
up as the guardian of the Gulf,
at the western entrance to the
Indian ocean, overseeing the oil
life-line to the FEuropean and
Japanese industrial machines, and
protecting the ‘new wealth' which
is a critical factor in the west-
dominated world monetary system.

Whereas Israel and lran were
friendly, the Arab-lsraeli issue was
a permanent cause of friction
even between the pro-western,
conservative Arab regimes and [s-
rzel.  After Washington's rude
post=73 awakening to the impor-
tance of American Interests in the

Arab world, this made the con-
structlon of a new US Middle-
east policy quite an exacting exer-
cise. Into the new US design,
Egypt, the major Arab political-
military power, and Saudi Arabia
the strongest financial centre, had
to be included. The Egyptian-
Israeli treaty is both an American
success in achieving this goal as
well as a nervously urgent res-
ponse to the turn—about in lran.
(The significance of the Treaty
and its regional implications will
be examined in a ancther series

of articles which start in this
issue).
Specially under Faisal, Saudi

Arabia took a zealously ‘Islamic’
and ﬂer{:ﬂl}r uncompromising stand

on lsrael, particularly its annexa-
tion of East Jeruselem and the
hely places. Despite a manifest

mutuality of interest, Saudi Arabia
could not allow either its pro-
Americanism nor its anti-commu-

nism  {anti-Soviet in foreign
policy) to inifluence its  anti-
Israeli position. In its own inte-
rests, it remained within the
broad Arab camp helping the
moderates financially, and using

its money as a restraining (corru-
pting?) influence on both Arab
radicals and the Palestinians,

But Carter’s success in
directien has proved
Erodu:tiv& in another,
ave closed ranks and totally
isolated Egypt. At Baghdad, the
Saudis went along with the other
Arabs in  supporting sanctions
against Egypt but withstood pres-
sure for anti-US sanceions. Ob-
jectively speaking Saudi Arabia
has been pushed, willy-nllly, inte
a less ambivalent position on the
US lsrael alliance. And this trend
has .been reinforced by three
other factors:

one
counter—
The Arabs

(2) The Iranian uprising had a
strong Islamic characcer, the Shil-
tes assuming the leading frole in
mobilising the broad masses aga-
inst the Shah. An oil monarchy,
Saudi Arabia identifies itself with
the Shah’s Iran. The Saudi Royal

- family belongs to the Wahabite

sect. In December, the eccle-
siastical leader of the Sunni is-
sued a fatwah in which he not
only challenged the Wahabite inter-

pretation of lslam but argued that
the Saudi kings had *‘extracted
power by force™. If the rulers
did not respond to the just de-
mands of the Sunni Maslems, the
people must “‘have recourse to
the Sword as did the Caliphs
following the death of Moham-
med "

(b) The sudden outbreak of
hostilities betwzzn MNarth  and
South Yeman (Saudi  Arabia's
neighbours; sent alarm sigaals in
Riyadh because the Leftist pro-
Soviet regime In the Souch was
confronting a government which
is a Saud| protege. As che cide
of war began to favour the Sauch,
the WS sent arms to the MNarth,
and strengthened its Indian Ocean
fleet. With speculation over a
new US fleet in-the-making. the
manouevers alse  brought angry
warning from New Dzlhi. But
the *‘war' had comz toa close to
Saudi borders for the comfort of
the royal family.

{c} The Palestinians were partly
responsible for the guns that went
into Iran. In the wake of the
Iranian revolution and the Egypt-

Israel pact, the Palestinians are
in a strong position. They are
an important force in Kuwait,

and have a fairly strong presence
in the Gulf. Whatever steps the
Saudis may take to insulate them-
selves from the explosive forces
sweeping the area (See Saudi
Secret Deal) a single Palestinlan
‘operation” can be the light thac
turns the oilfields of the Arabian
desert into towsaring Infernos,

With a demonstrative
their loyalty to the Arab (anti-
Israeli) cause and some discreet
adjustments in foreign policy (a
few friendly gestures to Moscow)
the Saudis are now trying hard
to accommodate themselves to a
new situation full of lurking dan-
EEFS‘

The Shah's downfall has been
an immeasurable loss to the
US and, as a corollary, a major
gain for the Soviet Union, s the
gain principally a negative one!
Much would depend on how sta-
ble the new |5|F;.rn|c republic will
be and what its professed non-
alignment will turn out to be in

show of
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pi’actice, Of course, if there isa
coup by the remnants of the
ancient-regime we could have a
Chile on 2 grander scale. Al-
ready US polley-makers are look-
ing for ways to minimise the da-
mage and recover some of the
lost ground. The US State Depart-
ment has set up a new unit to
study ‘lslamle  nationalism', a
thoughtful step although some may
tay a belated one. In the next
phase will the religlous and tradi-
tionallst impulse turn aggressively
into a new jdeclogical confronta-
tion with ‘socialism' or'communism’?

Already western scholars (and
trailing behind them, western strate-
gists) are prophesying an Islamic
spillover to the Soviet republic of

entral Asla, where the population
Is predominantly Moslem. In
December, Hsinhua, the Chinese
news agency put out an item
about a Moslem revelt in Dushanba
the capital of Tadjikistan—an
event that TASS laughed off.
But In a recent book L'empire
eclate') the French scholar He-
lene Carriere D'Encauses speaks
of a Sufi brotherhood based in
the Caucasus and of ‘mullahs’
seeking to establish a counter-
organisation to the CP. Soviet
commentators regard all this as
wishful thinking convinced as they
are that the ‘national question’
was tackled correctly apd to a
great extent solved from Lenin,
onwards.

An obvious Soviet gain Js the
Ayotollah’s early decision not to
permit elther US or Soviet moni-
toring sites on lranian seil. Uadar
the Shah, the US had several
such sites which maintained round-
the-clock surveillance of Soviet
nuclear installations, testing grounds
etc. The |ocation was ideal be-
cause many of the American sites
had what Is known as a ‘direct
electronic line of sight' to key
Central Asian satellite launching
and missile sites in the USSR, Dr.
Brezinski's deputy, Mr. David
Aaron however has assured the
US Congress that the dismantling
of these sites will not reduce
American capability vis-a-vis SALT
| and SALT 2 and the intelligencs
network necessary to monitor
these.

(Coneluded)

1&

Egypt — Israel (1)

Peace, or piece- by - piece

A day after the Camp David
Summit (Sept. 17) Prime
Minister Menahem Begin spoke
in Washington to editors of the
Hebrew language press. The in-
fluencial JEWISH WEEK began
its report of the meeting with
this passage:

‘The peace agreement which
Israel is to negotiate with Egypt
within three months looks like
a separate Israeli-Egyptian peace,
feels like a saparate Israeli-Egyp-

tian peace, and smells [ike a
separate |sraeli-Egyptian  peace,
but is net a separate Israeli-

Egyptian peace, At least chis is
what Prime Minister Begin does
not want the [sraeli press to call

it because it would 'weaken and
embarrass President Sadat’ ™.
Mr. Begin is not known as a

man overburdened with altruism,
If he is keen on not weakening or
embarrassing Mr. Sadat in the eyas
of the Egyptian people or the

Arab nations it Is for the soun-
dest of reasons, In the midst of
the Camp David discussions, Sa-
dat’s own forelgn minister quit
in disgust, He belongs a long
line of distinguished Egyptians
who have gradually dissociated
themselves from Sadat's policies
or left the country to denounce
Sadat from abroad. These criti-
cal voices include General Shazly,
the hero of the October 73 war
who actually attended a Baghdad
‘trial’ which condemned Mr, Sadat
as a traitor. One of the best
known inte|lectuals of the Arab
world, Mr. Hassanein Heykal, the
Masser confidante who made the
AL AHRAM a world famous
nawspaper lives in Cairo today,
as 2 British correspondent wrote
recently, on the fringes of official
tolerance.

And what mest importantly, of
the Egyptian people? Will those
hundreds of thousands who para-
ded the streets of Alexandria

Sadat prays but will Allah forgive him...?



and Ismailia cheering Sadat, Carter
etc, see their now bouyant ex-
pectations fulfilled eor will the
dream of prosperity through peace
turn out to be a more mirage!
Egypt's desperate economic need
is as much an imperative in the
final Egyptian-Israeli reconcilia-
tion as lsraeli caleulacion, US
strategy [n the area, and Mr.
Carter's hopeful manoeuvres to
bolster his sagging ‘image' and
improve his chances of re-
election next year,

A ‘deparate treaty’ simply means
a sell-out. In fact, “Sadat’s sell-
out” was the title of an article
by this writer soon after the
Camp David agreements were
signed. (Lanka Guardian Qct. I).
That brief commentary polnted
out that 'Sadat’s Isolation in the
Arab world has begun....Mr,
Sadat has paid a heavy price—
Egypt's pelitical leadership of the
Arab world, Arab unity and his
own prestige.”

The pathetic irony of an Egypt
which was the inspiring founder
of the Arab League (long before
the UN) clinging on now to the
League's headquarters when 19 out
of 22 members have decided to
move it to Tunis Is such telling
confirmation of how an easily
predictable course has not defied
the logic of events. Equ-
ally dramatic, if In a more per-
sonal way, was the resignation
of the League's Secretary-General,
Mr. Riad, an Egyptian and some-
time ago, his country's foreign
minister.

If Mr. Sadat had told cthe
world and the Arab peoples
“To hell with the Palestinians,
damn the other Arab states whose
lands are still occupied,.... |
think the Egyptians are sick of
war and tired of bearing the
brunt of 30 years of confront-
ation with lsrael and | have de-
cided to put the Egyptian inte-
rest, as | see it first and last',
he would have taken a more ho-
nest, perhaps an even more honou-
rable, a path of action.

Instead this *‘deal’ Is being
advertised by Egypt and other
apologists as  ‘‘first step to a

comprehensive settlement' of the
Arab-lsraeli issue based on UN
Resolution 242,

An artful dodge really, this
excercise depends largely on lega-
listic legerdemain, some studled
ambigulty and the more familiar
gimmicks of salesmanship. Pri-
marily, it Is based on one word
‘linkage' i. e. the implementation
of the treaty Is Integrally linked
to the fulfilment of accords on
the West Bank and the Gaza in
relation to a so-called ‘self-
governing authority’, and that
this *linkage' itself covers both
agreed conditions and an agreed
time-table. In other words, Egypt
argues that far from a deal which
will only help her to recover her
lost land, the Sinai (occupied In
1967) this is an agreement which
will not only achieve this but will
place the Palestinians on the road
to self-rule, autonomy and (who
knows?) sovereignty.

First, a cautionary word. Law-
yers, diplomats and scholars can
argue over words and phrases
till hell freezes over and politi-
cians will Interpret even a solemn
document like an internatjonal
treaty to suit their purposes and
the changing mood of their au-
dience, domestic mainly but inter-
national too.

Resolution 242 itself is the sub-
ject of furious debate right up to
this day because of the absence
of the word ‘the” in the ori-
ginal English text and Its pre-
sence in *“the occupied territorjes’
in the French verslon'

So the student of politics would
be far better placed If he heeds
the conventional wisdom of *“While
listening to what he says, watch
his hands' or 't is not what
is said that Is important but what
is In fact done”. Politlcal realj-
ties  willextract the true mean-
ing of this treaty and events
alone will show which inter-
PrEtﬂtI-DI'I was I:lDSEJ' (n] the
truth, The Treaty itself with jts
annexures, minutes etc has to
be examined in relation toe the
‘Camp David Framework for Peace
in the Middle East' (Sept. 1978)
and UN Resolution 242 (1967).

(To be continued) M de S
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SAUDI

Wil Saudi Arabla rake the
Iranlan road?! While che parallel
has bean pointed our In  the
past, a [olnt Investigatien by tha
West German magazine STERM
and the UK weekly Mew States-
man direces our attention o
new similarities.,

SAVAK was the barbarous
arm of tha Shah's repressive re-
glma. Established wnder US pat-
rapage and with Amerlcan ex-
erclse, It had direct links with
5, wostern and |sraeli intelli-
gence Establlshments, The Shah
fled leaving behlnd his intimate ald-
es and advisers, Qver [50 of them
have pzid the supreme penalty.
Over 1,300, moest of them top
officers of security ser¥ices await

trial by Islamic Revolutionary
Committees,
Repression fn the name of

‘internal security” was not the
only odicus feature of the Shah's
rule. High level corruption and
bribery was another.. The ail
firms, the multinationals and wes-
tern business anjoyed collosal
rip-offs fram doubtful concraces,
As the Financial Times said Ic
was the biggest bonanza of medern
times.

The STERN/Mew Statesman
investigation shows that British
Petraleym, the key member of
the western consortium that con-
trofled Iran's oil, has sold a 24
milllan pounds computer systam
{SCICON) to the Saudi Secrec
Service, the GID (General Intelli-
gence Dept.)  Incidentally BP
spent 5 millien pounds in bribes

SECRET DEAL

o top Saud] officizls to put this
deal threegh.

It all began, reports the two
Journals, when Prince Fahd, the
effactive rular of hiz country,
visited Washington in 1977, The
first item on  the agenda was
‘security’ for the Royal Fa-
mily, to start with, and the clpse
-knit coterie ruling Saudi Arabia,
Direct |inks ware established
between the G. [. D. and the US
millleary/civilian security services.
The G. I. D. is headed by Prince
Turki bin lsmail, nephew of the
late King Faizal. His name does
not  appear  in  the semi-official
“Who's Who In Saudi Arabia™.

SCICON will put into opera-
tion by 1980 two computer sys-
tems, in Riyadh and Jeddah, and
27 computer-linked branch offices
of GID will be opened in [981.
The oblece of SCICOM is not
meraly to place under total sur-
veillance abowt a million Saudi
citizens and foreigners but to
take appropriate *“executive ac-
tion"'———I|, &, survaillance, ar-
rest, interrogation, har2ssment
erc. Forelgn targets include immi-
grant workers (especially frem
Yemen), foreign  visiters  and
about 750,000 Haj pilgrims. As
the computer’'s video screens
coma alive each day, the GID
men will be grested by the
mesisdga ‘ln the name of gliah,
the Merciful, the Beneficient——
YWelcome'®,

The reporct concludes: “GID
has not achieved the worldwide
notorjety——-—nor yet it seems

SEnouEE
o

its wholesale barbarity——— of its
Slster serviee SAVAK. Bur it s
undoubtedly treading  SAVAK's
rozd, with perhaps the szme
eventual consequences for the
Saud| aristocracy......""

Chuchche. and
ping-pong

huchche is the

code—word

for Morth Korea's policy of
independence in politics, self-re-

liance in economy.

*‘Chuchche’

and ping-pong is a curious com-

bination.

Howevar an [nternatic-

nal seminar sponsored here (April

14-18) by the North

Koreans

will interest all those who are stu-
dying current developments in the
Korean peninsulaand In Inde-China.

While foreign

delegates were

hearing lectures on independence

and ‘“‘dominatlonism™ from

the

North Koreans, Pyongyang is pre-

paring to host
championships.
from the Chinese, the

the ping-pong
Borrowing an idea
North

Kereans, who are having serjous
economic troubles and desperate
repayment problems, is trying to

open the door to western
and loans.

‘ald’

Unfortunately for the

North Koreans, their propaganda
effort met with unexpected resis-
tance in the form of basic ques-
tions that the MNeorth [Koreans

could not answer without
embarassment to themselves.

In the first

place, it Is

great

no

secret ‘that North Korea received

assistance from China during

the

Korean war, and from the USSR
and the sociallst countries in hard

years after the war. Has
situation of rellance on

this

socialist

support changed? And is Pyongy-

ang now taking the

cue from

China which is depending on wes-

tern aid for its *four

moderniza-

tions'! Secondly, chuchche means

independence.

But independence

from whom? From Japan and US
whom Pyongyang will court war
mly through ping-pong diplomacy,

“Dominationism® also
sour note because the
Koreans had te swallow the

struck a
MNarth

fact

that they supported the Chinese

invasion of Vietnam. —

N. R.
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I Religion

Priests and politics

by Yohan Devananda

here was a time when re-
T ligion and peolitics were
regarded as two separate fields
which should be kept strictly
apart. But it is now widely
recognised that these fields are
closely connected, Together with
this recognition has come the
understanding that the great
religious founders, Including the
Buddha and the Christ, were
very much concerned with the
development, Justice and liberation
of the common pecple, and that
they were essentially revolutio-
nary characters who had a re-
volutionary impact on the people
and society around them. This
original impetus was often obscured
during the course of history
when the powers that be domesti-
cated and manipulated religion
for their own ends. 5o religion
became the servant of privilege
and the status quo, and “religious”
people became inactive in the
face of injustice and oppression.
But movements for revival and
reform have arisen again and
again from time to time, ¢ parti-
cularly at periods of decisive
change in history.

Christian action — Reflection.

The taking of a progressive or
radical stand in politics by cer-
tain Christian groups, both clergy
and lay, In 5ri Lanka should be
viewed in the context of such
thought and action in Churches
through the world. It is cer-

tainly not a case of immature
and irresponsible bravado or
adventurism on the part of a
few isolated and misguided eccen-
trics. It is part of 2 movement
of action—reflectlen in Churches
in many countries, which Is in
turn part of a deep movement
of development — justice - libera-
tion throughout the world,
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World Council of Churches.

Robert Owen, Stewart Headlam,
Conrad Noel, Kier Hardie, He-
wlett Johnsen, Michael Scott,
Alan Paton, Trevoar Huddleston,
Joost de Blanc, Mervyn Stock-
wood, and John Collins are
outstanding examples of a long
line of clergy whe in modern
times, have taken a radical stand
in politics in the face of fierce
opposition and ultimately com-
manded world—wide attention and
respect. They are now legendary
figures. They paved the way for
positive social action by the
Churches so that now even at
the highest Councils of the
Church radical action is possible.

The World Council of Chur-
ches consists of Christians of
many different denominations and
different political points of view.
It is not committed to any par-
ticular brand of politics. But it
has proved itself capable of radi-

cal action. For instance, its
massive  financial = support for
liberation movements in their

stuggle to combat raclsm created
a veritable furcre In Conservative
church circles. But it has refused
to withdraw its support and this
stand was confirmed at Its recent
World Conference at Mairobi
(1977}

Vatican Council 2

The inspired leadership of Pope
lohn XXl and the thinking of
the second Vatican Council (1962},
which he summoned, was a great
turning point. |t opened the
Church more fully to a dialogue
both with Marxist and Secular
ideclogies of the modern world
as well as with the higher re-
ligions of the ancient world, such
as Hinduism, Buddhism and the
Muslim religlon.

A host of distinguished radical
theologians such as Karl Rahner,
Hans Kung, Yves Congar, Edward
Schillebeeck, Johannez Metz and
many others led the way in
re—interpreting the Christian Faith
to meet the challenges of the
modern world and their work
recejved the serious attention of
Churches through the world.

Latin American Bishops.

The most radical application
of these new insights was seen
in Latin America, where the
poverty, Injustice; exploitation
and oppression of the capitalist
system are seen at thelr worst.

The meeting of Latin American

Bishops at Medellin In [968
issued a famous statement that
expressed salvation In terms of

liberation. It showed a sensitive
awareness of the conditlons of
the people and of the urgent
task of the Church to respond
to their need. It gave its bless-
Ing to a movement that was
already under way for the active
participation of Christian, both
clergy and lay, in radical politics.

Liberation Theology

Many countries of Latin America
have produced theologians of the
front rank whose works have
been influential not only in their
own continent but throughout
the world — Gustave Guttierrez
(Peru), luan Segundo 5. 1. (Uru-
guay), Camilo Torres (Columbia),
Joseph Comblin, Rubem A. Alves,
Jose Miguez Bonine, Hugo As-
smann (Brazil), Segunde Galilea,
Gonzale Arroyo S. 1 (Chile).
They forcibly demonstrated that
belng a follower of Christ meant
commitment to the struggle for
liberation and that this involved
acceptence of Marxist

analysls
and participation in

the class



struggle, Camilo Torres and
Mestor Paz Zamora witnessed to
their convictions by joining the
guerilla movement and becoming
martyrs. They have become cult
figures and symbols of hope.
Others have foilowed them. Fi-
nally, the most well-known patron
of this movement of liberation
theology has been Archbishop
Dom Helder Camara who has
defended it with great unders-
standing, courage and eloquence.

Christians for Socialism.

Liberation theology was em-
bodied In a practical political
form in the movement called

“Christians for Socialism”. It
originated at a Conference (with
international participation) held
at Santiago in Chile in 1972 (at
the same time as UNCTAD 3).
There were 400 present of whom
two-thirds were priests and they
issued a famous Manifesto called
«Christians for Socialism”. ¥hile
drawing on the resources of the

Christian faith they at the same
time used Marxist analysis and
accepted the need for the trans-
formation of society through
revolution:

(“Christ taught us to llve what he
proclaimed. He preached human bro-
therhood and a love which should
penetrate all the structures of soclety,
but abave all he lived out his messige
of liberz.on to the wetermost,  He
was condemnd to death. The men of
power of hls time yndarstood  that
his messaga of llberation and the
effective love he showed would seriously
thraaten their econemic, social, poli-
tical and religious Interests.  The
spirit of the Risen Christ 1s today
more active tham ever: hes provides
the dynamism of history, and finds
expression In all those who give
themselves In solidarity in the struggle
for libarty and show 3n authentic
love of their oppressed brothers.')

This movement of Christians
for Socialism spread to other
countries and led to similar Con-

ferences and Manifestos In Spaln
(Barcelona 1963), ltaly (Bologna
1973), and France (Lyons [973).

In fact, the rumblings of this
movement have echoed in different
degrees — some Independently,
some parallel — in almost every co-
untry of the world. It would take
too long to enumerate all this.

Opposition.

Of course, liberation theology
has not, by any means, become
the official doctrine of the Church.
It has received hitter denun-
ciation and condemnation from
many conservative authorities in
the Church. But It has stood
its ground and Is a strong and
growing movement based on solid
scholarly thinking, with firm bibli-
cal roots, matched with imaginative
and courageous action.

NEXT: Liberation Theology
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The JVP and self - determination

by Lionel Bopage

The abolishing of national op-
pression cannot be achieved
In capitalist society unless under
& permanent and demacratic fede-
ral system and state administra-
tien which ensures complete equ-
ality among races and languages.
Marx and Engels have said that
if one nation oppresses another,
it can never be considered to
be ‘free’. In the same vein, a
proletariat that tolerates jts own
races's oppresslon of another
race cannot be a socialist prole-
tariat. Marxist-Leninists of the
‘oppressor’  race  should clearly
acknowledge the right of the
‘oppressed’  race to seli-deter-
mination, that is, their right to
choose either a separate political
existence or a joint existence in
accordance  with  their wishes;
such Marxist-Leninists should fight
for this cause. Any socialist who
belongs to an ‘eppressor’ race and
does not come forward to cham-
pion this right, falls into the
category of a racist,

While talking about the right
of nations to self-determination,
federation and independence, Lenin
has alse stressed the need to
develope a large and centralised
state, WWhen presenting his’ pro-
gramme regarding the national
question, Lenin said: ‘We must
always and unreservedly work for
the wvery closest unity of the
proletarait of all nationalities,and
it is only in isolated and excep-
tional cases that we can advance
and actlvely support demands con-
ducive to the establishment of a
new class state or to the sub-
stitytion of a looser federal unity
etc. for the complete, political
unity of a state.” (Lenin: Colle-
cted Works: Vol. 6 Page 454).

Matlons have come into bein
as a result of a long cycle o
the historical development of so-
ciety. The tribal organisation of
2 primitive society gradually gave
way to a new clvic formation
which encompassed the creation of
nationalities, along with the crea-
tion of the soclal division of la-
bour and the appearance of un-
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equal property relations. What s
meant by a nationality that bases
itself on class relations of pro-
duction is a group of persons
who live on acertzin area of land
and who are bound together by
a common language, mentality,
cultural characteristics and a way
of life proclaimed through cus-
toms, traditions and ethical codes
of conduct, Since a nationality is
more  advanced than a  tribal
grouping, it engages in developing
preduction throughout a large area
inhabited by tens of thousands of
people and develops the exchange
of production experiences and
cultural triumphs. As bourgeols
commodity relations develop, the
era of economic Isolation of varied
gconomic zones comes to an end,
the bonds between people of
different nationalities are streng-
thened; and acquiring a common
language and common  cultural
characteristics, they are brought
together as the more permanent
clvic formation of ‘a nation’.

Yet the path of social deve-
lopment from natlonality to nation
does not follow a2 simple and
straight line. Due to a variety
of reasons, a centralised state
can be formed before all natio-
nalities living in a specific area
have been absorbed into one na-
tional entity. At such a point,
multi-nation states come into be-
ing. Within this stage, either
one, or several, nations assume
a privileged pasition. That nation,
then becomes the motive force in
the birth of a centralised state.

Taken in this context, a nation
i5 a civic formation which reflects
the capitalist mode of production.
This civic fermation, which aids
the development of the farces of
production in the society concer-
ned, also plays an important role
in abolishing  political  jselatien.
The growth of natlons and na-
tional movements did away with
the feudal system and helped to
establish capitalism. In the same
way as the capitalist system grows
and develops, it reaches a stage
where the framework of a 'nation’

Is “no longer sufficient for Its
needs. While it confirms the na-
tion as an economic entity. capi-
talism establishes economic tles
between all nations, and ultimately
transforms itself into an universal
economic system.

The Morthern kingdom of Cey-
lon commenced in the 12th cen-
tury; when the Portugese captured
it in 1391, the feudal forces of
production had not been develo-
ped to the point where they came
into conflict with the feudal rela-
tions of production. At this time,
there were other kingdoms in the
rest of the island-Kotte, Seetha-
waka and Ralgama. When “the
British captured the Northern
Kingdom and the maritime pro-
vinces In 1796, eonly the Central
kingdom remained as a feudal regi-
me; In 1815, the entira country ‘was
unified under British colonial rule.

Under the feudal system, the
Tamil nationality had a self-
sufficient economy, a common terri-
tory and a common language; the
sense of belonging to one com-
munity was there; one could also
discern certain specific psycholo-
gleal characteristics, as well as spe-
cial features regarding traditions,
lIfestyles, culture and the strug-
gle for iiberation. The Sinhala
nationality was also in a similar
position at this stage. Wicth the

superimposition of the capitalist
system, a national market that
encompassed the entire island
came into being. A centralised
state structure was Imposed on
Ceylon before the nacionalities
living together within her terro-
torial boundaries in the Morth,

in Seethawaka, in Kotte and the
Hill Country could be brought
together as one bourgeois ‘nation’
In  keeping with cthese specific
circumstances, the natlonal bar-
riers between the Seethawaka and
Kotte kingdoms, and the national
barriers between up-country and low
—counctry are being systematically
broken down. The national barriers
between the Northern kingdom and
the rest of the country are even
slower in dissolving.



At present neither the Sinhala-
speaking people nor the Tamil-
speaking people have a fixed eco-
nomic existence, independent of
each other. Yet, they are distin-
guishable from one another hg
language and by territory; eac
considers itself to constitute a
specific community and have spe-
cial characteristics of psychology.
tradition, lifestyle, culture and
mode of struggle for liberation.
What this makes clear 1is that
neither the Sinhala-speaking peo-
ple nor the Tamil-speaking peo-
ple have reached the status of a
‘natlon', commensurate with capi-
talist development; in short, these
two groups constitute a people
who are in a phase of transition
from nationality to one 5rl Lanka
nacion,

Thus, the existing state in 5Sri
Lanka today s a multi-nation
state, made up of people who
speak Sinhala and Tamil and are
transforming themselyes from na-
tionality to nation. The decision
as to whether they are to live
together with the Sinhala-gpeak-
ing people, or separately from
them, namely, whether they are
to form one state, or two, is
entirely in the hands of the
Tamil-speaking of this ccuntrz.
This is what the Janatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna means when it says
that it accepts the right of the
Tamil-speaking ‘people to self-
determination. Every step thatls
taken to keep the Tamil-speaking
people within a single state by
force, by the use of repressive
action and without any deference
to their wishes Is nething more

than a rejection of thelr right
to self determination.
In adopting a correct Marxist—

Leninist position on this question,
we should not confuse the right
of nations to secede, freely, with
the advisability of a specific state
seceding at a specific point in
time. As In all other questions,
our belief is that the revolu-
tionary party of the proletariat
should resolve thls question inde-
pendently, and in accordance with
each specific situation, taking into
consideration the interests of the
proletarian struggle for soclalism
and social development In general.

While we accept the right of
the Tamll-speaking people to self-
determinacion, while we oppose
the use of repressive tactics aga-
inst them, the IVYP reserves its
right to consider whether the
decisions taken by the Tamil-
speaking people are right or wrong
In  accordance with a Marxist-
Leninst analysis of society, and
to voice its oplnion in this re-
gard. Even though the IVP will
not use any compulsion against
the Tamil-speaking people due to a
decision that the IVP considers
to be a wrong one and though
it will, in fact, oppose anyone
who attempts to use force In
such a situation, we nevertheless
alse reserve the right to express
our difference of opinion on such
a declsion at a theoretical level.

Leoking at the situation that
prevails today, we see that any
decision taken by the Tamil-
speaking peocple to separate them-
selves from the Sinhala-speaking
people could lead to such separa-
tion taking place under the lea-
dership of the Tamil United Libe-
ration Front, which is a caplta-
list political party, We do not
dispute the right of the Tamil-
speaking people to secede even
under such a leadership of the
capitalist class, Yer, as proleta-
rian revolutionaries, our objective
is to find a scientific, honest, per-
manent =znd correct solution to
the national question, as to all
other soclo-economic questions,
As Marxist—Leninist, we know that
such a solutlon can only be brought
about under a dictatorship of the
proletariat, which will be esta-
blished as a result of the prole-
tarian soclalist revolution. Ve
give priority to the revolutionary
interests and needs of the prole-
tariat. This is the need of this
era. WWe cannot, and should neot
permit the capitalist class to ful-
fill its own needs and interests
without issuing a challenge to the
capitalists of the ‘master’ race as
well as to those of the minority
race and all their agents and
alllas In general. It is with this
objective that the JVP pledges
itsalf te bring about a correct
awareness of the natlonal problem
both among the master race and
the minority race and engage in
political agitation to this end.
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As others...
(Canrinuwed from Page =)

The edpcated reader has always felt the
need for & magazine that was intelligent,
serious and lively without being just aca-
demic and heavy. Within twelve months,
the L, G. has begun to fill this necd,

Sarath Muttetuwegama.

* *

We would like to congratulate the
“Lanka Guardian'® on its [irst anniver-
sary, At a fime when the ‘mainstream
media® has allowed no place for opposi-
tional viewpoints the Guardian has pro-
vided a forum, especially for the npew
leadership which is emcrging within the
Left movement. We wish the magazine
well and expect it to fulfill the hopes it
has aroused among the English-speaking
liberal layers

YVasudeva Nannyakkara
President. Lanka Sama Samaja Party
{Mew Leadership)

L =

Mr. Editor, when wvou launched your
magazine | gave you 180 days, When I
returned to old pastures you gave me 90
davs. I was wrong; vyou were right.
Congratulations from an old colleague,
and more power to the elbow of a mis-
chievous bloody anarchist with a fine
sense of humour.

Malin Fernando
& ®

In its first vyear of publication, the
“Lanka Guardian™ has proved the most
readable periodical of its kind in our
country. Special mention should be made
?['rilu excellent coverage of the emerging
£ .

A. M. Jinadasa,
Chairman Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP)

L #

It gives me great pleasure to congra-
!uial: you on your [irst anmiversary. Tt
15 no casy task to sustain & newspaper or
journal sans the patronage of the State,

While it is common knowledge that
press freedom today is limited to mere
words and that the state controlled media
are being used for Government propa-
ganda, it is very refreshing to note that
your journal has been following a demo-
cratic path.

In the field of International news you
have been striving to arrive at an inde-
pendent and radical pesition without be-
ing influenced by the distortions of the
dominant Western media.

We wish your journal the strength to
expose the callows exploilation of poor
nations by the metropolitan centres and
their multinationals, that is being done
increasingly today.

H. N. Fernando
President, Ceylon Teachers Ulnion.
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The biggest achievement ofrthe “Lanka
Guardian™ to my mind, is that it has won
for itself within so short a period a dis-
tinguished place in the field of local jour-
nelism as a journal that respects the intelli-
genee of its readers and their right to be
informed and, as a journal that commands
respect.

Unlike the newspapers of the Establish-
ment the Guardian docs not take ils rea-
ders for granted. Tt treats them with res-
pect.

It is intelligent in its criticism, intelli-
gikble in its writing and penetrating in ils
analysis,

It has character. And although it may
spund [rivolous to =ay this —it has, in
contrast to many of the English news-
papers of the Establishment an editor
who can write English! T am not going
into the clegance of his inimitable style,

At a time when the watchdogs of the
nation  have all become ‘lap-dogs’ of
those in the seats of power, the “Lanka
Guardian' can fake pride in the fact
that it has in its own small way and
true to jt3 name come (o be the Guardian
of the freedom of the press, in the best
traditions of journalism and of the true
Jjournalist.

B. A. Siriwardana,
Editor — *Aththa’

- #*

It is encouraging to sece the “Lanka
Guardian' addressing itself (o many
social issues, including the role of women
and women’s rights. [ wish it all suoec-
cess in jts path-breaking venture.

Dr, Marina Wikremanayake Fernando
# &

The “Lanka Guardian' is celebrating
its first anniversary in a context where
the so—called national media is increa-
singly displaying signs of deleripration,
Glancing through the major newspapers
today it's quite clear that they are biased
towards the interests of the dominant
social, political and economic groups.
The *“‘Lanka Guardian'' on the other
hand has demonstrated what §t means
to be a genuine forum. It is indeed a
‘forum® for the hitherto wnheard voices
and not-so  popular  and  ‘accepted’
Views,

Mimalka Fernando,
Gen, Sec. Stoudents’ Christian Movement.

L] #*

In a country that is quite full of
dailies, weeklies and fortnightlies, it is
creditable for the “*Lankas Guardian'' to
have made such an impact within one
year.,

We readers wish its makers well to
cnable them to continue this presligious
Journal for many more years to come.

V. K. Wijeratna
Panadura.
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News background (From P. 6)

TV with some tears

Y sets without antennae....!

Asg Sri Lanka gatecrashes into
the television era, this headline
will surely make a footnote to
mass communlications folklore.
Along with many other anecdotes,
we suspect.

The ecstatic ‘cohs’ and ‘aahs’
of proud Colombo7 matrons as
the colour TV set was delivered
at their doorstep turned to puzz-
lement, petulance and feline
frenzy when the ausplcious hour
arrived on Saturday and no ‘Oscar’
show from Los Angeles. ‘|t may
be snowing in Hellywood, nol"
was one inspired, If not-se intel-

ligent explanation when white
shaky lines danced on the TV
screens. ‘‘Are you getting any-
thing, men!" The inner city

phones were Jammed with despe-
rate Inquiries to other members
of the new High Society Club
of TV owners.

An unusually cooperative press
{the CDMN is kind enough to give
free space to each day's TV
programme) did not publish the
pictures its cameramen brought
back from Maharagama, where
the hurrledly constructed trans-
mission tower’ was still only fifty
odd feet high and had at least
another fifty feet to climb. Last
-minute problems had compelled
the Tower to ‘retreat’ from
Kollupitiya te a less congenial
spot at Maharagama, close to,
some say, an zbandoned motor
spares factory while others main-
tian it was a ‘noodles [olnt!
With the Sri Lankan genius for
the sort of organised chaos which
traditionally accompanles a village
wedding or a middle class ‘At
Heme', everybody was getting
into the act,
of wide—eyed kids and their open
—mouthed elders, who were jump-
ing over puwak trees felled for
some ill-defined but easily gues-
sable purpose. Meanwhile time
was ticking away and the monks
on hand to bestow the blessings
of the Enlightened One had to
busy themselves with meditations

including a band -

an matters less transient than

the audio-visual.

The SLBC which may be con-
cealing an understandable envy
over the success of a trail-blazing
private firm had no breathless
on-the-spot commentator. If only
he had been there, the mise-en
scene would have reminded him
of Houston Texas, with another
S satellite about to blast—ofi.
Sush was the excitement which
atjendad 5ri Lanka's entry Inte
the TV age.

And so, Sri Lanka's top One
Percent, by the grace of the IMF
and Sanyo, will soon sit back
to absorbanew culture embellished
by the adventures of the Los
Angeles Police Department and
the escapades of the Bionic
Woman, An indignant Trade Minls-
ter who made the frontpages
with an  “I'll get them'" threat
aimed at the private trade had
asked the Chairman of the 5tate
Trading Corporation to get cheaper
Japanese sets, In [%42, asa cor-
respondent of the Far Eastern

Economic Review noted, the
Japanese fieet did not reach
Colombe or Trinco. But Hitachi

and Micsui, Sanyo and Datsun,
Matushita and Toyota are dealing
with that unfinished business in
their own fashion.

To complete the far from
viclous circle of irony we had
the characteristically brusque ans-
wer of aparty leader before the
1956 deluge. A wealthy patron
of several organisations, this reti-
red laird was asked to gift a
TV set to a neighbourhood welfare
society,

“You buggers think | am a
caplitalist!” was the blunt reply,
prociaiming that both milk-and
—water capitalism and free milk
—and-bun socialism, like the ‘old’
UNP, was dead.

We may be poor but at [east
our rich know how to live with
the Tom lones'!

May Day Circus
Elephants and
(Bengal) tigers
wémgmjic NP cannot take us on
the merry-go—-round the
way it is doing with voters'', a
top SLFP trade wunion organiser
turd

the L.G. "We are not kids"
he added.

This comment followed a blunt
rejection by Mrs. Bandaranaike,
the SLFP leader, of a last-minuce
offer of the Chlldren's Park at
Havelock Town as the venue for
the SLFP's May Day rally. lts
usual wvenue, che Pedris Park,
near by is being used by the visiting
Indian Apollo Circus. i

Then the UNP did a somersault.
|t said thac The Apolle Circus
will be closed down and Pedris
Park given to the SLFP. “We
are not acrobats” snorted an ex
~Minister: The SLFF then decided
to hold its meeting on May 7ch.
“Mrs Bandaranaike has only one
question to ask....is this the so
~called democracy of the UNPI"
The UNP did another turn. An
informal offer of Independence
Square (never released for May
Day rallies In recent times) was
made. The SLFP scill said ‘no’.

Letters ...
(Coittinwed from page 4)
Piffle

Miss. Felicicy Gonsal’s lengthy
letter (issue of April |} could
gasily be reduced to one single
word —PIFFLE —without losing a
tittle of its wvalue.

Of that acknowledged master
of Balderdash and Twaddle —the
anonymous Fowler, it will be an
untold kindness to him to ignore,
even excuse, his many vagaries
and misconceptions, “QUEM IU-
PITER VULT PERDERE, PRIUS DE-
MEMTAT".

A Porcine mind within a  Hir-
cine Frame, he continues to wallow
in a mire of his own making, a
process he appears to find stran-
gely exhllarating.

Eimer de Haan
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Poverty

Excerpts from the final chapter of the 90-page
study of poverty in this country, by the Marga Institute

Profiles of Sri Lankan Poverty (3)

Poverty groups and economic setting

t this stage of the analysis.

it would be useful to place
the poverty groups in their eco-
nomic setting and examine how
the distribution of sources and
the soclo—economic structures in
their communities are related to
the persistent poverty of these
groups. We saw that Mirissa
and Heorape Illustrate patterns of
poverty somewhat different from
the rest, In Horape the process
of urbanisation has brought diversi-
fied income-earning opportunities
to the rural community which
lived there. Land began to acquire
value for residential purposes in
this process. Village communities

which are caught up in the
expansion of the urban sector
would invariably benefit. Even

small plots of highland which had
yielded little income in the past
are converted into assets of high

value, It s unli/ a very small
group in the village who would
have no land at all or whose

ownership is in such fragmented
holdings that it is of little value
who are likely to get marginalised
in the process of urban expansion.
But even here the growth of
urban activity provides a diversi-
fied labour market for such
persons and enables them to earn
reasonable livelihaods. This is by
and large the process which we
have witnessed in  Horape. It
would indicate that villagers in
the urban fringe would generally
improve their living conditions.
Their situation would be very
different from the propertyless
urban poor within the city who
are uprooted from their village
links, have no assets of their
ewn and are cast Into the urban
labour market in which the level
of unemployment is rising. Thera-
fore it is to be expected that
the poverty that we observe in
Horape is more of an accidental
nature than of a structural kind.
It is derived from sudden loss of
employment, from situations which
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have led to migration to Horaph
from another vwillage, a high
dependency ratio and similar cir-
cumstances. It is  invariably a

situation  which afflicts chose
who own no land of economic
size,

Fishing

In Mirissa the situation is some-
what different, Here the poverty
group consists largely of house-
helds who have been marginalised
as a result of the introduction
of a new fishing technoclogy. The
government  programme  which
introduced mechanised boats for
deep sea fishing led to an alter-
ation of the pateern of owner-
ship of resources, the structure
of power and the distribution of
incomes in the village community.
It by passed the traditional fishing
elite who owned the equipment
required for the traditional modes
of fishing which relied heavily
on deep sea fishing.

The government programme
reached out to those directly
engaged [n fishing—the fishing crews
which worked for these slites-
and provided them with mecha-
nised boats under a hire purchase
programme which gave them
access to new resources, freeing
them from cheir dependence on
the traditional powsr holders in
the village. While the introduction
of the new technalogy did to
some extent overturn the old
power structure in the village, in
the process it displaced some of
the village crafts and economic
activities which were organised
round the traditional fishing tech-
nology. The import of nylon nets
reduced the wuse of local nets
and other coir-made items. Coir
spinning ceased to be lucrative.
In this situation however most
of the coir workers could not
find alternative types of colr
craft or other income—earning
opportunities. A combination of

coir spinning and manual labour
did not provide enough Inzome
especially when the number of
dependent members in the house-
hold was considerable. A faw

of the coir workers were of the

Durawa caste and in the [ocal
situation they could not readily
have access to fishing operations

whch were controlled by the
Karawa caste. They continued
in coir worlk and other tasks
that were less lucrative,

While the new technology ied
Lo a reorganisation of the groups
engaged in different types of
fishing, a few of the fishermen
engaged in subline fishing using
small boats were disadvantaged.
It is also possible that the new
technology together with changes
in the coastal area had adverse
effect on the fishing operations
close to the shore and reduced

the catch. Mot all the crewmen
were able to find adequate and
continuous employment in  the
new activity and in the new
distribution of functions in the
fishing operations. The poorest

segment of che Mirissa community
which has been discussed In the
micro-study were mainly those
whe weare adversely affected or
bypassed by the new technology.

Walgampaya, Henegama  and
Paranagama prasent three Interest-
ing examples of poverty arising
out of village economies which
are mainly agricultural but which
are organised on a wvery limited
resource base. They illustrate the
problems of village economies
where on the ene hand income—

earning opportunicies in the
village have not expanded to
keep pace with the Increasing

warkforce, and on the ocher the
labour markets ocutside the village
had not generated sufficient de-
mand for wvillage labour,

along-

All three villages exist
Wal-

side the plantation sector.



gampaya is adjacent to the mid
country tea plantatlons, Parana-
gama which is located In the
ccconut area with  ceconut plan-
tations surrounding it and Hene
gama Is in the environs of the
low country tea plantations. The
land resources within the vlllage
as a whole are quite small. For
Paranagama with 170 households,
the total extent of paddy land
was approximately 30 acres and
the highland (exclusive of coconut
estates) avallable te the village
was approximately 200 acres |In
VWalgampaya there were 271 house-
holds, The total land resource
consisted of 254 acres, |93 of

which was highland and 61 was
paddy. In Henegama the total
number of households was |76,

The village had 97 acres of paddy
and 347 acres of highland. In
terms of land resources in pro-
portion to the population, It
would be seen that algampaya
is the poorest. As pointed out
earller, it has only a limited land
extent for cultivation of the
staple food and the output of
this extent of paddy is far be-
low the requirements of rice for
the wvlllage population. The situ-
ation is a little better in Hene-
gama both in respect of paddy-
land and highland. The overall
land resources available to the
village would however indicate
that agricultural activity particu-
larly at Its present low level of
technology and output would be
able to support only a very
small part of the population in
the village. Asisto be expected,
the distribution of land in the
villages is skewed, but the
structure of land ownership is
not such that few families own
substantlal extents of land.

On the whole, land holdings
are small, the largest seldem
exceeding a range between 5-10
acres, YWhile this structure of
land ownership does not reflect
gross  disparities, the limited
resource base not permitting
such disparities, the inegalitarian
distribution of land as we have
it, Inevitably results in a large
number of houscholds being de-
prived of any reasenable access
to land. As might be expected,
it Is these households which are

pushed to the margin of absolute
poverty.

But landleszness  Itself would
not have been a cause of abso-
lute poverty If the village eco-
nomy was viable enough to create
a market for labour. This the
village economy could not do to
any appreciable extent except to
pravide opportunities for casual
labour and for seasonal employ-
ment as well as for domestic
services In the more well-to-do
households.

In all this the poorast segments
of the village have been confronted
with a relatively stagnant village
economy or at least a vlllage eco-
nomy which was not expanding
fast enough to absorb the grow-
ing workforce and at the same
time a loosening of the patron-
client tles which had supported
them in the past.

Labour market

The main market for village
labour was therefore outside the
village itself and this was aval-
lable in the commercial plantation
sector. But if we examine the
situations in VWalgampaya, Parana-
gama and Henegama, we find
that with the exception of Hene-
gama, the commercial plancation
sector could do wvery little to
expand the labour market for
village labour. In the case of
Walgampaya, the tea plantations
were more or less adequately
supplied with resident |ndlan
labour and the demand for village
labour was marginal. The demand
would be residual and therefore
provide only a very casual and
irregular source of income. In
the case of Parapagama, of all
the perennial crops, the coconut
plantations made the least demand
an labour. One labourer was
adequate for 10-15 acres. The
entire coconut ptantation I'.'Jfﬂ‘n"El"
a milllon acres supports a work-
force which does not exceed
100,000, The coconut plantations
could have provided a labour
market for the village only if it
could have introduced new and
more intensive agriculoural sys-
tems in the coconut plancations
through interplanting, pasture,
dairying and so en. But under

the previous ownership, prop-
rietors of the coconut plantations
were reluctant to undertake an
enterprise of this nature and to

integrate the village economy
with the plantation economy.
Prospects however now exist for
such an Integration after the
land reform.

In Henegama the plantation

economy depended largely on the
supply of village labour and there-
fore the propertyless households

had a ready market for ctheir
casual labour in the adjoining
estates,

It has to be pointed out how-
ever that in the case of Walgam-
paya the village is in fairly close
proximity to urban centres and
Is not typical of some of the
Kandyan villages which are far
removed from access to urban
labour markets. Caught between
this limited resource base and
the stagnant village economy on
the one side and a plantacion
economy which fails to integrate
itself effectively with the village
economy and offer an expanding
market of income-earning oppor-
tunities on the other side, the
propertyless households or the
households with uneconomic land-
holdings in the village have been
pushed to conditions of acute
poverty.

Highland Agriculture

There is however another aspect
which ought not to be neglected
in analysing the use of resources
and the manifescation of poverty
at the village level. The village
agricultural systems of the areas
we have been examining have
been ctraditionally g=ared to sub-
siscence agriculturz  and  wichin
this subsistence system the effi-
clent management of agriculture
was found largzly in the lowland
rice cultivation system. The high-
land agriculture was generally of
a migranc type and seldom de-
manded the jntensive management

and the cultural practices of a
settled system. As a result it
might be argued that the agri-

culturist in che peasant econoamy
seldom looked on a small higa-
land holding as a wvaluable agri-
cultural resource,

27



l Cinema

‘Sarungale’

Race

Sinhala responses

by Reggie Siriwardena

he most valuable piece of

writing that could be done
about Sarungale would be, not
a film review, but a survey of
responses to it by the Sinhala
mass audience. Since | don’t
have the resources fto attempt
this, | have done the next best
thing: | have tried to gauge from
published criticism and from the
reactions of Sinhala friends and
acquaintances some indication of
the range of responses that the

film has elicited. MNeither the
critics nor those with whom |
have personally discussed the

film are, of course, representative
of the Sinhala mass audience,
but that makes some of the
reactions | encountered all the
more reveallng and significant,
Not all responses were adverse
by any means, but | shall deal
with those that were, and offer
my own comments on them.

One of the depreciating remarks
about the film that| came across
(particularly among critics ‘of a
‘progressive’ persuasion) was that
it didn't probe the socio-economic
causes of racialism. This is, of
course, true as a simple statement
of fact. The nearest Sarungale
gets to a comment on the general
problem of racial conflict 15 in
Madarajah's remark that people
are good, and it |s only ‘third-
class politics’ that has corrupted
them. This is the character tal-
king, not the director or script-
writer, but it seems to be conslstent
with the film's own presentation
of racial politics asan alien intrusion
intc the otherwise harmonious
relations between Madarajah and
his Sinhala neighbours.

To think of people as good
and politics as bad is, of course,
naive (where did the bad people
who created the bad politles
come from, and how did they
corrupt the goed?). But should
one reject Sarungale because it
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doesn't offer a penstrating poli-
tical study of raclalism? | for
for one, am glad that Sunil Ariy-
ratne and Gamini Fonseka (it
seems safe to assume that the
latter had more to do with the
fiim than even the credits suggest)
didn't even attempt to treat
racialism in its economic or poli-
tical dimensions. Mot only be-
cause a film which did this with
real understanding could’'nt have

got past the censors, but also
because | den't think Sunil and
Gamini could have brought such

an endeavour off anyway.

That doesn't mean that | un-
derestimate the significance and
importance of what they have
done. Any honest discussion of
Sarungale has to start from the

recognition that it is a humane
and courageous film. and that in
daring to tackle the hitherto

tabooed subject of raclal relations
its makers have set an example
that should be both a reproach
and a stimulus to other artists
of the cinema,

But more discurbing than the
devaluing of Sarungale on politi-
cal grounds is the fagt that some
people—among them, even some
middle-class  Intellectuals-thought
that the film was ‘unbalanced’ in
its treatment of racial conflict.
VWhere was this unbalance to be

found? In the fact that we saw
Sinhala racialists on the screen
but no Tamil ones. On  the

level of film criticism, this argu-
ment may be met by saying that
it is based on the application to

a feature film of ecriteria that
are really relevant to a docu-
mentary.

If Sunil Ariyaratne had been
making a political documentary
about raciallsm in Sri Lanka, he

should, of course, have juxtaposed
Sinhala and Tamil racialists, and
his film would have been un-
balanced and partial wicthout this,

in cinema — a hnote on

But in a film whose central cha-
racter is a Tamil clerk who be-
comes a victim of Sinhala racla-
lism, and whose action In present
time is all in Colombo (| shall
come to the Jlaffna flashbacks in
a moment) it would have ruined
the unity and narrative structure
of the film to cut away from the
Colembo scenes of communal ten-
sion to racialists on the rampage
in laffna (which is presumably
what the wobjectors wanted ).
Does one demand of a feature
film about Mazi persecution of
lews that it should also depict
reactionary Zionists- to  be ‘ba-
lanced® ?

| said this was
would give in

answer |
terms of film
criticism, but It seems to me
that something more important
than aesthetics is involved here.
| suspect that the criticism of
Sarungale as ‘'unbalanced” con-
ceals a real If unconscious sense
of wounded chauvinism, and shows
how deep these feelings can run,
even among middle-class intellect-
uals. For what else can explain
the fact that these critics failed
to see the real and admirable
balance the film maintained bet-
ween the Colombs scenes in
present time and the laffna
scenes in flash—back—the balance
between the racial violence that
Madaralah suffers and the caste
violence that he has already in-
flicted on  his sister and her
lover ?

This juxtaposition  not
prevents the film from cturning
Into a  black-and-white  study
(without it MNadarajah would have
been the saint or god the
kasippu-dealer and his wife see
him as). It also sets one kind
of inhumanity of man to man
against anather, and greatly broad-
ens the scope and social aware-
ness of the film. Against the
view of those who chauvinlstically

the
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reacted against Sarungale as
‘pro-Tamil’, | should like to point
out that the strongest moral

reaction the film evokes is against

the behaviour of a man, gentle
and  peace-loving by nature,
believing in racial amity, who

not only defends caste discrimi-
nation on religious grounds, but
beats his sister’s lover brutally
and drives her to suicide. In
fact, the film's portrayal of this
situation is neither pro-Tamll nor
anti-Tamil; it is a revelation, full
of insight, into the complexities
of human behaviour under the
distortions of social conditloning.

| find equally admirable in its
perceptiveness the portrait of the
kasippu~dealer's wife, full of good-
will towards Madarajah in normal
times but at the crisis only con-
cerned that her [husband should
keep out of trouble, as well as
of Nadarajah's friend and fellow-
clerk who shamefacedly avoids
him so as not te run any per-
sonal risk. These characterisations
are disturbingly real in their
deplction of the way in which
simple ‘good’ people can and do
behave in times of racial conflict.

| don't maintain that Sarungale
is free of artistic faules (to men-

tion only the most serious,
Madarajah’'s meeting with his
former love in the cafe at the

time of the rlots is a contrived
coincidence, rendered even maore
unconvincing by its stagey dia-
logue). But any criticism = of
Sarungale seems to me nigg]ing
if it doesn't recognise that the
film's failings are greatly out-
weighed both by the intrinsic
significance of its subject and its
measure of actual cinematic achleve-
ment,

Its greatest asset is, of course,
Gamini Fonseka's splendid perfor-
mance, whose virtuosity is much
more than a matter of speaking
Sinhala with a Tamil accent and
Tamil (| am told} fluently and
accurately. He has transformed
his whole personality and bear-
ing for the part, and he creates

with marvellous consistency and
reality the slow speech and
movements of an ageing and

lonely man whom life has passed
by. But here again, it is not

{(Continved on page 49)

Sarungale — a brave attempt

by J. Uyangoda

eviewing a recent Sinhala
Rﬁlm. a coupie of months ago,
| had stated, among other things,
that the task of creating a
cerious Sinhala Cinema has fallen
on the shoulders of the young
artists of the present generation.
At che time | had only Dharma-
sena Pathiraja In mind, as the
only Sinhala Cinema artist who
had a commendable creative abi-
lity coupled with a sense of soclal
responsibility. MNow, another new
and young artist has made his

presence felt in the sphere of
creative Sinhala cinema. He s
Sunil Ariyaratne, whose second

film “Sarungale’ (The Kite) is now
being screened.

Sunll is a relative new-comer to
the Sinhala Cinema. It is a pity that
he first entered the arena with a
film which falled to make any
Impact or those movie-goers who

long for serious cinema. But
with his second attempt, Sunil
seems to have compensated for
his initial failure. “Sarungale”,

with its virginal theme znd un-
deniable relevance (Yes, relevance,

though it has become con-
troversial concept) to the con-
temparary Lankan Society signi-

files an Important development in
the zigzag course of Sinhala
Cinema. | thinlk, in the entire
existence of Sinhala Cinema, *‘Sa-
rungale' is the second film which
deals with a really explosive
phenomenon of present-day society.
The first was Pathiraja's “‘Ahas
Gauwwa'', Pathiraja, despite cer-
tain short-comings and difficulties,
made an exemplary attempt to
focus on the problem of educated,
unemployed, neglected and allena-
ted youth. Pacthiraja was the
first Sinhala film—maker who not
only belleved but ajso demons-
trated that Cinema, being an arc
too, has a historically determined
and inescapable responsibility to
society. (By the way, is Pathiraja
having doubts about this concept
of “Social responsibility?”” This is
the immediate question that comes
to one's mind as far as ““Bambaru
Avith'' is concerned). | think it
is net too early to perceive, [n

this context that Sunil Ariyaratne
too is an artist who displays a
rare sensibilaty, as awareness of
the actual issues of the contem-
porary Lankan Society. He, like
Pathiraja. refuses to indulge in
crude vulgarity and psuedo-aesthe-
tic romantlcism.

“Sarungale” Is the story of a
Tamll clerk—MNadarajah. He is a
Jaffna Tamil working at a govern-
ment office in Colombe. He s
che of those 'enlightened” or
“peace-loving' Tamils who opposes
and condemns Sinhala-Tamil com-
munalism. Mevertheless, he strongly
believes in the traditional caste
system which prevails In  Jaffna.
This dualism in his beliefs is the
maln conflice in his character.
This dualism and lcs tragic im-
plications are shown in two
directions. Nadarajah's younger
slster Thangamani falls in love
with a young man who belongs
to an oppressed Tamll caste.
With hisstrong caste-consciousness,
he vehemently opposes this, threa-
tens the lovers and finally as-
saults the young man. The girl
caught between her unfortunate
lover and aggressive, uncompromi-
sing brother, ultimately, commits
suicide by jumping inte the *Andia"
well. Meanwhile, Madarajah Is con-
fronted with another tragic defeat
in his personal life. He falls in
love with a Sinhala girl - Susila
daughter of one of his friends
residing in Jaffna, But Madarajah
is prevented from fulfilling his
romantic dreams, because of Susi-
la's mother's objections  which
are based on racial grounds. MNow,
having lost both his sister and
his love, Madarajah is left alone
with his vanished hopes.

After these two tragic events,
Madarajah lives a lonely and some-
what ascecic life. Hz works In
the office and comas back to his
hermitage=like boarding hause),
always in a pensive mood, pro-
bably contemplating and regrett-
ing the past. Living in a state
of nostalgia and constantly retreat-
ing Into solitude, he finds a friend
in a small gril about e2n year: old
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the daughter of a nearby boutiqué
keeper. Both NMNadarajah and the
little girl have a peeuliar likeliness
to ea:ﬁ'l other which reminds us
of some characters In Dosto-
tevsky's novels. It is through the
innocent  relationshlp of  these
two that the whole story of
Madarajah unfolds. The little girl
wants Madarajah to make kites
for her and sometime asks some
childish questions that take Nada-
rajah’s mind back te the past
which is nothing but an agonising

Journey. To the little g!rl, the
kite is a fulfillment of her own
dreams. But for Madarajah It

symbaolizes his vanished hopes and
personal tragedies. What a real
and dramatic juxtaposition!

Meanwhile communal riots break
out. Tamils are assauited and
their shops looted. Nadarajah
has a self avowed faith in Sin-
hala~<Tamll racial harmony. More-
over, he belleves in the orginal
goodness of human beings. Though
the Tamil people are subjected
to various kinds of harasssment,
MNadarajah does not believe that
he is in danger, merely because
of this Idealistic belief In the
natural goodness of man. He re-
fuses to take into account the
warnings of Simen—the boutique-
keeper friend—and Simon’s wife.
Though Simon again and again
pleads with him not to take risks
his convictions on man's good
virtues are so strong that he
leaves home only to come back
one night brutally assaulted by
Sinhala thugs. Madarajah dies on
the lap of Simon, having fulfilled
his last promise to the little girl
bringing a new kite.

This is a simple, but original
story. The fundamental signifi-
cance of this film is that It s
based on cne of the most ex-
plosive issues of our society—Sin-
hala-Tamil communalism and com-
munal viclence. The story writ-
ten by Gamini Fonseka is not
something the existence of which
can be visualized only in the
imaginary world, It Is a stor
about a living phenemenon, aK
though the treatment given to
that phenomenon can be ques-
stioned. | think “Sarungale' can
be included in a genre of Sin-
hala films which is distince from
that of Lester Pierls. Lester,
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that lonely artist, as someone
called him in a different context,
never attempted to make a film
dealing, with the living actualities
of our soclety. Even his major
work Gamperaliya, viewed ra-
strospectively, was not mere than
a romanticized simplification of
Martin Wickramasinghe's best no-
vel. Sunil Ariyaratne's achievemeet
here is that he has shown, albeit
vaguely and perhaps unconsciously,
a way forward from where Lester
has left or has been leaving.
Lester has categerically proved,
particularly In his *“Ahasin polo-
vata™, that as a film maker his
historical role, If he ever had
one, is over. It is stlll questionable
whether Sunil has realized the
need of facing a new dlrection,
very different from that of Lester
Peiris. Mevertheless, with his
expedition to fresh and fertile
grounds in search of a theme,
Sunil questions the very legitimacy
of many a false attitude of the
Sinhala Cinema.

Undeniably, both Gamini Fonseka
who wrote the story and Sunil
Ariyaratne who directed the film
do display a basic weakness, e,
the lack of full understanding of
the main issue [nvolved—Sinhala
-Temil communalism. This is a
liberal bourgeois and humane kind
of outlook which results in an
Inevitable failure to grasp the
true nature of the phenomenon.

Even MNadarajah, as a Tamll,
does not realize the essential
truth  that the Sinhala = Tamil

enmity is the inevitable result of
national oppression, He belleves
in equality and friendship of Sin-
hala and Tamil peoples but is
blind te the raclal ‘disharmony’.
Both Gaminl and Sunil must have
wanted to create the character
of Nadarajah as a Tamil Bodisathva.
Madarajah is a kind-hearted, soft
-spoken,  well-disciplined good
Tamil who opposes communalism
and refuses to be Identified with
his communal minded Tamil bre-
thren. To Nadarajah communalism,
whether it is Sinhala or Tamil,
is an evil thing which Is brought
about by “dircy politics.” Men,
irrespective of their racial origins,
are by nature, good- If not for
“dirty politics' peoples of different
communities can  co-exist in an

atmosphere of mutual trust. People
misled by politicians, kill each ot-
her. In actual fact, this personal
philosophy of Madarajah is
basically erroneus and nowhere
in the film is this philosophy
questioned, It is a truism
that “dirty’ politics, to a
certain extent, is responsible
for the Sinhala — Tamil enmity
and the outbreak of communal
violence. But it is not the
root cause of present day com-
munal disharmeony. his is
explained only in terms of
national oppression i.e.-politics.
Both Gamini and Sunil together
with Madarajah, have fajled to
grasp this fundamental. Theirs is
a humane disgust of politics which
has its inevitable, naive implica-
tions, Migger is a2 good nigger
so long as he remains unconscious
of white oppression! So are the
good Tamirs like Nadarajah!! Ye
Tamils, be martyrs of thy “noble"
convlctions 1 ! !

| stated above that the main
contradiction in the character of
Madarajah is the dualism in his
beliefs. While Nadarajah condemns
communalism, he believes in tradi-
tional caste systems.

While the main force of Mada-
rajah’s  character should have
been his reactions to the national
oppression, an over-emphasis s
given to the caste factor at the
expense of the national factor.

This lack of understanding of che
issues Involved and wrong perspac-
tive does not reduce the significance
of Sunil’s courageous attempt.
The maost welcome feature of the
“Sarungale™ is that It flies not
in the heaven, but closer to the
earth, Distortion and suppression
of social reality has been the
crime of the Sinhala cinema
throughout its entire existence,
with a few exceptions, of course,

A word must be said, finally,
about the superb performances of
Farina Lye. She has proved be-
yond anfy doubt that she is one
of the few talanted actresses we
have teday., What the film in-
dustrialists so far have done is
to abuse her talents to suit
their own purposes,
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| Symposium

Which way for the Left?

¢9> Marxist Youth Front

Mr. D. S. Mallawarachchi was one of the “group of 14 CC
members™ in the Ceniral Committee of the LSSP that challenged
the leadership in 1963 - 64, first on the question of the United
Left Front and then on the question of coalition with the SLFP.
A founder member of the LSSP (R) now RMP, he was one of those

who led the rg68 split in the LSSP (R).

He later broke away

from the Samarakkody Group (RWP) and formed the ™ Marxwadi
Tharuna Peramuna’’ (Marxist Youth Front) of which he is the
Secretary. The interview is by Gamini Dissanaike.

Q: Why do you call your organi-
sation the Marxist Youth Front? Doesn’t
this Implicitly attribute the vanguard
role to the youth rather than the
working class?

A: We believe the youth of this
country Is one of the formidable
forces of the Proletarian Socialist
Revelution. For this reason we
think it is necessary to have an
organisation to train the youth in
revolutionary theory and practice.
The MTP came into being to
fuifil this revelutionary task. While
the youth is being organised
we intend publishing a pro-
gramme for the Revolutionary Party.
We shall invite revelutionaries of
other arganisations who are search-
ing for a correct programme to
join in a discussion. Fellowing such
a discussion we believe a programme
can be prepared on the basis of
which revolutionaries can form the
proletarian Revoluticnary Party of
Sri Lanka. In no way does this
atrribute the vanguard role of the
revolution to the youth.

Q: On whar fssues did you breok
away from Edmund Semarakkody's
Party?

A: As a result of working toge-
ther with that group we were more
than convinced that that leadership
was not dedicated to the task of
building a Revelutionary Parcy. Un-
less the top leadership is completly
dedicated it is absurd to talk about
building such a party.

Also we had differences on ques-

tions such as Trade Union werk
and United Front activities. Since

32

we separated, this group appeared
on the same platform with the SLFP.

Q: A few years back you attempted
to Initiate discussions which would
lead to a reunification of the Trotskyist
Sectlons in Sri Lanka. What happened?
Whet are the main obstacles to such
a re-unification?

A: We made attempts to bring
all the groups claiming to be Tros-
kylsts for joint action. We failed.
Later we attempted to bring all the
groups who accept the politics of
class—struggle. Wa included the
JVP in this. We failed again. The
principal obstacle is the absence
of struggles. When the class strug-
gle is developing these groups will
either have to shed their secraria-
nism or disappear from the scene,

Q: As a Troskyist, whot made you

join the United Front of several *'New
Left'” groups when maost brather Trots-
kyist organisations have refused to
join this or any other such united front?

A: Wz think the working class
should be mobilised today In order
to debate the anti-working class
and anti-democratic campaign con-
ducted by the UNP. We also think
the working class cannot be mobi-
lised by any single party today.
Therefore, the only way to oppose
the offensive of the UNFP against
the working masses is to form a
United Front of all those parties
who are prepared to oppose the
UMP and the SLFP.

We do not demand Ideologleal
unity. We say despite the differen-
ces among these parcies we can get

together on agreed issues for [oint
action against the government’s
offensive.

We joined nine other parties to
hold a Uniced May Day Rally in 1978.
Some of these parties wanted to !
bring the SLFP also into this. We
vehemently opposed this move and
succeeded in keeping the SLFP out.
But some of these parties held a
joint meeting with the SLFP subs-
equent to the May Day on some
other jssue. Also very recently
some of these parties have joined
varlous other individuals and orga-
nisations to actend to Cyclone
¥ictims.

We have decided to work toge-
ther with the ten parties as long
as they engage in activities which
will help to form a United Front
which can mobilise the working
masses against the government,

Q: You addressed the mass rally
held at Hyde Park on December 28th
[978 under the auspices of the expan-
ded JCTUO. What is the present situa-
tien an the Trade Union front?

A: The UNP government by a
massive devaluation of the rupee
cut the wages of the working class
and simultaneously by removing the
subsidy on rice, sugar etc, increased
the prices of essential food items.
The government also published a
draft bill aimsd ac erippling the
Trade Unions.

Such blows impelled the workars
everywhere to demand united
action against the government and
leaders were compelled by the
rank-and—filz to bring the Unions
together. In this situation the
JCTUD convened a conference of
Trade Union reprasentatives which
docided to hold a Public Rally on
December 28ch.

Alchough there was no decision
at that time, the chairman announ-
ced at the commencement of the
Rally that the unions participating



had decided to launch a strike.
That was the mood of the workers.
They would not have been satisfied
wlth anything less.

The representatives of the unions
met a few days after an utterly
vague strike decision was taken
without fixing a date. VWhen the
Important question of electing a
committee to decide on a plan of
actlon came up, Bala Tampoe, the
CMU leader Insisted that che Eksach
Kamkaru Samithlya (Trade Union)
of which | am the general Secretary
should be kept out of the commi-
ttee while Batty Weerakoon the
LSSP Trade Union leader insisted
that Vasudeva Manayakkara should
be out. As there was no unanimity
it ended up wlithout electing a
committee. Later Bala Tampoe and
Batty Weerakoon have agreed to
keep both Vasu and myself out,
and a committee had been appoin-
ted without a meeting!

This committee known as the
‘action committee’ was in no hurry
for any action. They wanted to
mark time and kill the enthusiasm
of the workers. Although they deli-
berated from lanuary only in early
September did they decide to eall
a one day's strike on September
2Bch.

Later it was revealed that not a
single union In the ‘action commit-
tee’ had given notice of the token
strike to the employers. The CMU,
the biggest single union in the
private sector, among the unions
represented In the action commi-
ttee normally the first to give noti-
ce of any strike to the employers,
had forgotten to do se on this
occasion. Only the Eksath Kamkaru
Samithiya which Is not in the action
committee gave notice of that
strike. So the present situation
is that the trade union bureauerats,
just like they did under the coali-
tion government, are holding back
the organised working classes.

Q: What do you think of the post-
ponement of the proposed one day
General Strike by the JCTUO action
committee,

A What the events proved was
that, in fact, there was no post-
ponement of the Token General

Strike. If the action committee
wanted to call the strike it would
have countered the government
Propaganda which was aimed to
confuse and intimidate the workers.
Joint meetings at workplaces during
lunch intervals issuing leaflets, pos-
ters etc. and mass rallies in Colombo
and pravinces would have been
there. None of these tosk place!

What is your view of the role and
potentlal of the SLFP?

A: The myth spread by the
Communist Party of Sri Lanka from
its very birth and all thase others
who claim to be Marxist - Leninist
that a section of the capitalist class
of our country is anti-lmperialist
and therefore they are progressives
was expladed by the role played
by the SLFP.

The role played by the SLFP also
demonstrated that the so-called
progressive section of the capltalist
class, just as any other sections can
survive only as lackeys of the impe-
rialists, by helping them continue

to exploit the masses of our
country.

By the inhuman massacre of the
cream of our young people in |57
the SLFP proved that in order to
protect this socialist system it s
prepared to resort to most barbaric
methods,

The role played by the SLFP thus
proved that the capitalist class has
No progressive role to play in
Cevylon.

We think it will continue to fune-
tion as the alternative capitalise
party minus the popular support
it had in the past.

Q: Whatis your porty's stand on
the natlonal question and concretely
the slogan for a separate state in the
Nerth? What is your view of the TULF?

A:  Marxwadi Tharuna Peramuna
recognises the right of the Tamil
people to determine whether they
are prepared to continue to [jve
with the rest of the peaple or
whether they should [jve separately
under a separate state. This is a fun-
damental democratic right. Those
Marxist - Leninists who are deny-
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ing this fundamental right not only
demonstrate that they are rejecting
Lenin's teachings on this very im-
portant question but also support-
ing the ruling class of our country
to suppress the Tamils by force.
of arms.

We do not accept “Eelam’ as the
solution for the problems of the
Tamils. Dethroning of the capitalist
class, the principal enemy of the
workipng masses  including the
Tamils from political power, and
the smashing of the state, which
oppresses all the working people
including the Tamils, is the only
solution.

We are the enemies ofthe enemy
of the Tamil people and It is Impe-
rative that we Join hands and
conduct one battle against the
common enemy.

Let the TULF arrange public
discussjons, seminars etc., so that
the Tamilzs will be aware of the
different paths from which they
should choose, before they choose
their path.

(: Some allege chat the [VP's new
theoretical platform is basically Trots-
kytst. What Is your view of the current
theary and also the practice of the JVP?

A: The programme of the JVP
shows that its leadership has not
grasped the problem of wresting
power from the ruling class.

The J¥P programme contains a
very long list of tasks to be fulfilled
after the seizure of power.

Such a pragramme will also pro-
vide for organisations such as
faccory committee, Soviets, (or
Worker's Counclls} ete. which will
organise the revolutionary messes.

If | am not mistaken Rohana
Wijeweera has stated that they
rejected  Stalinism, Maocism, and
Trotskyism. But he has not ex-
plained why he rejected Trots-
kyism. We think he will realise
that it is his duty to explain what
he rejected and why he did so,

The question is, has he rejected
Marxism taught by Lenin too! Let
us remember that the Communist
International during Lenin's time
insisted that the programme of its
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Mational Section should provide for
transitional demands that reflectc
the concrete needs of the masses.

ludging from the present activi-
ties of the JVP now we have doubts
as to whether WWijeweera is aspi-
ring to take the place of Pieter
Keuneman vis-a—vis the Soviet
Leaders.

It is apparent that the JVYP con-
siders that the ancl—govt. struggles
are not possible today. This is what
the |eaders of the LS3P and CPF,
who are known reformists, also
say. Now the question is how to
differentiate the reformist leaders
of the LS5F and CP from the revo-
lutionary leaders of the JVP on the
basis of thelr current activities...

(: How do you characterise the
evolving situation in the country, and
what are the tasks of the left in this
context’

A: The economy of out country
is being maintained as a part of the
World  Capitalist Economy. and
therefore no section of the ruling
class of our country can maintain
the Ceylonese economy in contra-
diction with imperialists, Because
the imperialist control of the World
Economy the ruling class or the
section which is in power at a glven
period can function only in colla-
boration with the imperialisc
masters,

The principal aim of the imperia-
lists is to take away more and more
and more of the social surplus of
cur country. In order to increase
their share they compel the masses
to reduce consumption drastically.

On the other hand mere foreign
capital is being brought in and more
loans being obtained,

The result of all these measures
will be that the imperialist grip on
our economy will be tightened with
every passing day.

With the coming recessions of
the World Economy the working
masses of our country will be more
ruthlessly exploited.

The task is to launch a campaign
to mabilise the working class, the
youth, the students, the poor pea-
sants, the Tamil speaking people
and all other oppressed sections.
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APPEAL BY GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ

“With no other qualifications than that of writer
and with the sole merit of being a man of peace, I
would like to issue an urgent call to all our friends in the
world: help us so everyone will keep hands off Vietnam.

““Help us so no one will interrupt the peace of its work
of reconstruction, the peace of its unconquerable
women, the peace of its men of indomitable spirit;
so no one will disturb the peace of its ruined rice
fields and its rivers poisoned by the most savage
enemy on earth. Wither the hand raised once more
against that glorious and unfortunate homeland that
seemed forever condemned to perpetual war and that
now, for the first time in two centuries, is experiencing
the hard and silent years of a convalescent peace
that no son of a bitch should dare disturb. Friends
JSfrom all over the world, we ask only this: help Vietnam
to at last enjoy a right it has won with more heroism
and more decency than any other people in the history
of mankind: the simple right to be happy.”

By A WELL WISHER

GasmprPL &1 1hir SIS,




] Satire

The OQutsider

Ah Rosemary! — or Red

under the

66 ou know my views very well,
Y Qutsider and | admit the

criticism In certain quarters that
| lean far too much to the
liberal standpoint In  matters of

free expression and the arts may

have some substance'” confided
Prof. Nima! Kankendiri, the
wellknown critic, teacher, and

man of theatre.
at the seminar on. “Towardsa
definition of =an indigenous
Culture’” sponsored by the Al-
gernon Charles Swinburne Soclety
in commemoration of the writer's
70th death anniversary. At the
coffee—break and biscuits {Huntley
and Palmer, of course} our con-
versation drifted to the urgent
issues of culture, society and
polites today, and the Professor,
an intellectual to the very fibre
of his being, began with a decla-
ration of his fundamental position.

We met casually

“What | do object to, gnd | am
quite uncempremising on this, is
the attempt to brand me a pinko
fellow-traveller and a secret co-
mmie who' has infiltrated into the
ranks of thls august organisation
merely because | sald that Franco's
attitude to Garecia Lorea was
counterproductive, and that Hitler
should have merely banned Mann’'s
boocks, not burpt them......"

“Dr......| really thought we
might discuss some questions of

more direct relevance to the
cultural and Foliticai situation
here....after all, you have just

returned to the country after an
absence of some years and |
a fresh, unprejudiced opinion....
| don’t want to miss this great
opportuuity to hear you on...."

“Of course, of course | under-
stand” he said understandingly.
Professor Kankendiri has just had
his second doctoral dissertation
“IMAGERY AND INSURGEN-
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bed '

CY", the death motif in the
16th century folk verse of the
Matara school and the [97]
uprising' published by the Morth
Dokota University. It has been
described by Praf. lerome C.
Hogwash (in ‘Waikiki’, the lournal
of Aesthetics, East-West Center,
Hawaii) as an *outstanding con-
tribution te an Integrative ap-
proach to the Third World cultural
matrix as the ultimate ideological
bulwark against the pressures of
population explosion, subversion
and the agleation for a new In-
ternational Economic Order.”

{Incidentally Professor Hogwash,
who has lectured extensively in
Haiti, Chile and Chad will be
the chief speaker at a symposium
in Colombe next menth on **Omar
Khayyam or How we lost lran'',
sponsared by the Mass Communi-
cations Society, the Colombe
Jaycees and the Martin Bormann
Stiftung).

“Proff, can | invite your atten-

tion to some specific issues of
current interest here in  5ri
Lanka...... o

“Certalnly, but not before |
state my position very clearly....
I don't want to be misreported,
and | don't wish to be misunders-
tood....| am aware, you sze,
that there are some new cricles
here who say that the camera
should be a gun....| suppose
they'll be saying next that powar

grows out of the barrel of a
pun....ha, ha...."

“The point being........1"

“The point s that | detest
dogmatism and didacticism....
which does net meap, that |
want critlcilsm te be an elitist
exercise....no....the poet, the

dramatist, the writer in general,
is addressing his fellow men,

and maost of them are eordinary
mortals, not academics, aesthetes
or intellectuals like you andl....
and when we come to assess
any writing, we must bear |in
mind, its effect on the ordinary

readers....the common response
....how would an average man
react,...!"

“And the olitieian....”"" |

inquired with the right touch of
humility.

#WiWho could be more

‘common
than him,..? In any event, he
has the right to consider the
average reader's reaction, the

effect on the popular audience....
it might even be his first
consideration....”

“Then It Is goodbye to Leavls,
and Ludowyk and the close ex-
amination of the werds on the
page and - the auther’s artistic
intention....farwell. in short, to
everything we learnt at Thurstan
Road and Peradeniya..... 2958
and

uAt the feet of Doric

Passe. ... 2"

“Well. not quite feer but....
ah, Thurstan Road,” murmured
the Professor suddenly borne
away by a wave of nostalgic re-
collection. . .."ah, those passicnate
moments uuder the spreading
mara trees, those qulet medi-
tations on Spenser and Shelley
in the seclusion of the Library,
those young hopes of Parnassus.
the transient jeys of a secretive
glance at those lissome lassies
«.....ah, Rosemary where art
thoU...veves ol

“Prof, if, you mean Rosemary
Rogers nee Jansz, she's in Man-
hattan making a milllon bucks
off her books...."
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“In English?"" cries the Pro-
fessor aghast “why Dorlc used to
give her a C minus for her
tutes..... e

“Anyway she has unzipped her
creative soul and her private life
to the “ashington Post, re-
published recently in a bright
new Colembo weekly........ I am
afraid Prof, you are not even
mentioned . ...evidently you were
a non-starter and she was swept
away by the fastest man in Asia.

to wit Summa Mavaratnam....

“True, true....in the race for
Rosemary, Summa  tape the
breast, first,....| mean breasted

the tape first | get so excited
that the mere vision of that face
wrecks my idiomaticstructure...."

“In Summa's case his pace was

his fortune, not his prose....”

“Never mind....let's get back
to {nur questions....what seems
to be bothering you...... 14

“Prof, in the past few weeks,
two literary journals have brought
grave troubles to their editors
and contributors......l refer of
course to the Royal College Tamil
Literary Assoclation annual and
the laffna University magazine....
teachers have been punished,
students reprimanded....gre we
on the way to producing our
own dissident  writers....? s
there. any yet unrecognised Solz-
henitsyn in our midst...... e

*| haven't seen the texts in
question and shall refrain from
any definitive statement....but
as | warned you before we have
to be careful...... politics  and
poetry, that's a very sensitive
area...... and 1 am strepgthened
in my conviction on reading a
new journal called NAVASILU

“NAVA what........?"

sNAVASILY, Outsider, NAVA-

SILU, <che publicatlen of the
English Association of 5ri Lanka,
and the Association for Com-
monwealch Literature and Language
Studies Sri  Lanka, edited by
Ashley Halpe, Professor of En-
glish, no less......"
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L (TGP " asked I, a bit
puzzled......

“Well, you know, what NAYA-
SILU means........ the new spark

......... .the flame motif on the
cover is based on the traditional
Sinhalese gini-dalu and the Sjamese
kanaka flame ornaments’.

“Well, ISKRA (spark) was the
name of Lenin's paper and wasn't
it Mao who said that a single
spark can start a prairie fire, an
incendiary idea not unfamiliar to
Guevara and the foco theorists

“Dear God, you mean reds
under the bed....1"

«\Well, let's say under the
literary buds....there are some

suspiciouly pink flowers blooming

in this garden, as | shall show
e

“Such as......7"

+Take this poem for Instance

from an expatriate named Michael
Ondaatje...."

«“Why the scornful..........?"”

“No, no Outsider....perish the
thought...... you know | am no
racist..... .some of the best
Burghers are my friends....zah,
Rosemary......"

“Fair enough..... .

“] am trying to Iimpress on
you the need to keep in mind
the context, the wider context,
the political and international
context...... you know that there
is a concerted and Insidious cam-
paign being conducted abroad by
expatriates, especially those of
the minority communities, to
tarnish the image of Sri Lanka,
and to belittle our present task
of bullding a new society. a
dharmista society...... now listen
to these passages about his
divorced parents, MNow regard
well the poet's attitude to his
father (presented as an incurable
alcoholic) and his mother's mo-
toring habits while remembering
that respect for parents, eradi-
cation of aleoholism, and the

curse of careless drivers, are
some of the pillars of our new
soclety....the Education Minister,

Mr. Missanka Wijeyeratne, has
actually drafted a code for the
new generation of students, and

both the Foreign and Information
Ministries are now planning 2
counter—attack on the anti-Lanka
propaganda abroad....... .1 shall
read the relevant passages..... .

“and once, gaining instant fame,

managed to stop a Perahara in
Ceylon

—the whole procession of ele-
phants, dancers

local dignitories—by falling

dead , drunk onto the street.

As a seml-officlal and seml—white
at that

the act was seen as a cruclal

turning point jn the Home
Rule Movement

and led to Ceylon's Indepen-
dence in 1948,

(My mother had done her share
too

her driving so bad

she was stoned by villagers

whenever her car was reco-
gnised)".
"Well outsidar, what do you

think...... s

*| rather like the sound of that
‘dead drunk onto the street!"

“Yes, the alliterative attempt
is Interesting...... but what's the
effect of ‘dead drunk', those

three D's 2"

“Three — Dimensiconal "'

“Hmmmm....What | am asking
you Is for its impact,.....?

“Thae impact of a body drop-

ping on macadam with a thun-
derous thud.,..!"
“Qutsider, don't be s0 damn

literal....we are discussing the
poetic Imagination and reader re-

sponse....think of the associative
suggestiveness of dead drunk,
those two ‘d's......what would

( Comtinued on Page 49)
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Ah Rosemary ...
{(Continued from Page 58)

be the instant associations In the
average reader's mind......7"

“Double-distilled........7"

“Brilllant....so
something from
afeer all...... n

ou did pick up
oric's  classes,

"“We both drank at the same
Pierean spring........"

“MNow, Outsider, what is the
author's reai intention...... ! let
me help you....? surely this
emphatic inslstence on alcoholic
images and associations is a deadly
attack directed at the very foun-
dations of the dharmista society?

“And consider his thoroughly
haughty attitude to |the rustics..
....'stoned by the villagers,...."

“]s he suggesting that the villa-
gers were stoned, too....l mean
sorzled...... ™

“Mp the attitude to the villa-
gers has to be contrasted with

that subtly inflitrated phrase
‘semi-white’. .. .there you see the
sinister subtlety of the araumen-
tative attack....one of the causes
that led to the attalnment of

our independence was this bur-
gher bugger's alcohollc demons-
tration but that was possible

only because he was ‘semi-white,
..... the natives D. 8., Sir Oliver,
Sir John had nothing to do with
the struggle for freedom....and
who pray, are these local dignl-
taries., .. ..} Surely, Outsider, the
reference Is clear enough......
who is the dignitary that always
parades himself at the perahera
"l'l‘

*'The Diyawadana Milame......"

wAnd who is he......!"

“Oh my God........Nissanka
W, i

“Precisely........ and the real
clincher in what in my view s
a blatantly subversive poem is
the allusion to elephants. Why
not buffalos......or tigers...,..?
Why elephants when the whole

world knows that it is the symbol
of the Grand OId Party...... "

“Prof.~....may | say with all
humility, you have done a great
service not only to the progress
of poesy and literary criticism
but to our common endeavour to
build socialism In one country,
minus of course the 200 square
miles of the FTZ...... A

Race in cinema...
(Conrinued from Page 2g)

only of artistic achievement thas
| would speak, but alse of the
healchy shock for the Sinhala
mass audience of seeing their
most popular screen male idol
playing the part of a Tamil
When the time comes to draw
up a balance-sheet of Mr. Gamini
Fonseka's career, his role in this
film as well as his part In con-
ceiving its story and theme will
have to be set strongly on the
credic side against all the bad
films in which he has played
and his right-wing politics.

59, Janadhipathi Mawatha, Colombo I,
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