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Trends

Letters

Buddha and Marx

Buddhism and Marxism, an ospect
of the General theme of the current

symposivim on religlen and politics in |

this Journal is the subject of this
year's Martin Wickremasinghe memorial
lecture, The lecturer s  Professor
Trevor Ling, an outstanding British
schelar who s mow  Professor . of
Comparative  Religion, Manchester.
He iz the author of several books
incleding  "'Buddha, Marx and God"
end A History of Religion East
& West" .  His forthcoming books
include  “Buddhism Imperiolism &
War'" and “*Buddhist Revival in India".
The full title of his lecture s
“Philgsaphy : Buddhist and Marxist,
ogreements and disagreements’’.

Doctor Ling sees the Buddhist
dhomma as an entire waoy of life
rather than o means of fulfilment,
for the specifically religious aspect
of Buddhist Culture is but o small

part of Gotema's world-embracing |

vision'.

Race prejudice

With all responsible 5ir Lankans
increasingly perturbed over communal
trends it is interesting to find
Bhakti Prabodhanaya, a monthly
magazine and probably
jelnt
In Sinhala, devating serious attention
to the problem of racial prejudice
and discriminatlon.

the only

The mast recent issue hos an article

by Dr. Antony Fermando en  this
subject. The writer is the head of
the Department of Culturel Studies

at the Keloniya University. Pointing
cut a parallel betwean this effort
its Editer Rev. Cloude
J. Perera stresses the need for all
journals and journalists to educate
the public, particularly the Slahala
recder, on these wrgent and prove-
cative questions.

and our owan,

Catholic-FProtestant publicotion |

Question of ldentity

Jayantha Somasunderam in che
Guardian of May | asks **but how
come the Tamil - speaking peaple
discovered their unique identity
in 19727 lsit not because it was
only then that they came alive tothe
acute nature of the ecopomic cri-
sis, the inablity to provide jobs
and decent standards of living".

Is Mr. 5. aware that the previous
regime started “standardisation”
long before 972, Many felt that
this was happening before May
1970 as well. Mr. 5. should also
know that for decades the Sinh-
alese had been protesting that
the Public Services have been
overcrowded with Tamils. This cry

was there even in 1948,
“MamN SHALL NOT LIVE BY
BREAD ALONE™ . Mr. 5. would

do well to go back at leastfifty
years and study a lictle bit of
history. Once a year when our
nationzl leaders climb ladders to
garland the statues of Sir Ponna-
mpalam  Arunachchalam and Sir
Ponnampalam Ramanathan, the Sri
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Lanka Mational press tries to make
out that they are more national
-minded than the present day Tamil
politicians,

Permit me to quote the follo-

wing passages from the book
“Ramanathan of Ceylon™, by
M. Yythilingam:

* Ramanathan contended that
any scheme of Government the

foreigner would formulate should
guarantee to the Tamils absolute
freedom to work out their destiny
as much as [t did to the Singhalese
to work out theirs. Any departure
from this pattern of constitution
making would mean the total utter
extermination of Tamils. ‘Dono-
ughmore means', he said ‘Tamils
no more' - see page 730.

In or about 1913 Sir Ponnamp-
alam Arunachchalam said, "Various
wants we have. A press that may
not degenerate into a hireling is

a great want for the councry.
Shall we not aim at a press for
the Tamils, if only to combat

calumny and vile misrepresentation?
For days, weeks, months and years,
we have suffered at the hands of
an unscrupulous press.”

The Tamil problems started
leng ago.
Jaffna M. Deva Rajan

Identity (2)

It was with great interest chat
| read the articles on the Tamil
problem inthe ‘Lanka Guardian® of
Ist May. But the article of Mr.
layantha Somasunderm on  “The
only Identity that matters" seem-
ed too simplistic, not taking into
consideration the dimensions of
the problem.

{(2) Though the economic erisis
and problems of social mability,
employment and standardisation
play an important role, the rise of
Tamil national

consciousness  in
Sri Lanka cannot be entirely
understood In terms of the econ-

omic. |t sheuld be sald that one
of the mzin weaknesses of the Left
movement in Sri Lanka was that
it ignored questions of culture
and nationa! identity and looked
at them merely as the superst-



Letters. ..

ructure of the economic base, It
was for this reason that the left
parties had no appeal to the
mass of Sinhala speaking and Tamil
speaking peoples. Though it is also
true that the Middle class artic-
ulated political aspirations of the
people, to say that the whole
movement is Middle class is far
from the truth. The overwhelming
suppert of the F.P. and the
T.U.L.F. in the Merth in the
recent years is proof of a trem-
endous popular base of Tamil
polities,

(b) Ceylon Tamil nationalism has
to be understood in the histori-
cal context of the Country,
Unlike the Sinhala peeple, the
Tamil people of the Country. did
not have a powerful organization
like Buddhist Sangha to articulate
their national identity and destiny,
The Tamil people belong more to
the oral traditionand their clergy
coemfined themselves enly to ritual
functions in the temples. But
the Tamil people always express
their distinctiveness through their
language, religion and customs,
History testifies that they had
their distinctive political Identity
from the [2th century A, D, till
the coming of the Portuguese,
The Portuguese and the Dutch
recognized the ethnic differences
between the Tamil and  Sinhala
peaple and had different admin-
istrations. During the  British
period the whole Country was
brought under a single adminis-
tration. It was the aggressive
missionary movement and the
process of Westernization which
challenged the leader of both
Communities to resist the British,
It 1s of great significance chat
Tamil leaders such as Muthukume-
araswamy, Ramanathan, Arunac-
halam and Ananda Coomaraswamy
not only inspired Tamil nationalism
and identicy but also were the
picneers and inspirers of Sinhala
nationalism and culture ata time
of ‘“Western  domination. The
radicalization of Tamil naticnalism
took place after the [950's and the
Sinhala Only bill was passed. |t
was the constitution of 1972 which
forced the Tamils to raise the cry.
of Tamil Eelam. The riots of [958
and  '/7  polarized the Tamils
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still further. How to strvive in

one's native land which

I'IEE':‘IIES |

one's ldentity, language and cule- |
ure at every turn was the biggest

question which faced the Ceylon
Tamils.

{¢) Mr. Somasunderam says that
we are heirs toa communication
reyolution that is hurtling us
towards ane 'Ianguage, one cujture,
one identity.... |s this true?
| feel strongly that the communi-
cation revolution is helping us to
appreciate more fully what is
unique in other races, nations
and cultures and move towards
unlity in diversity of cultures and
peoples  which 1s a far more
enriching experience.

{d) Mr. Somasunderam rightly says |

that the way out of this Impasse
i« to push forward social revolution.
The socialism we have had so far
has been oppertunistic
of political expediency or confining
themselves to the urban proletariat

and Classical Marxist concerns. It

is time we free ourselves from
this Western oriented dogmatic
socialism and socizl philosophy
and build on Eastern traditions
which wlll rtake our pluralism
and Identities far more seri-
ously.

Rev D. ). Kanagaratnam
Pilimatalawa.

Shoes of the poor

The printer's devil made me
speak incongruously (LG, May |5)
of ‘the poor in their best shoes'
in the cpening sequence of Kosint-
sev's King Lear. What | wrote
was 'bast shoes’—shoes made of
fibre, such as used to be worn
by Russian peasants and are often

referred to  in | 2th-century
Russian literature.
Colombo 5. Reggie Siriwardena

siding |
with raclal chauvinism for reasons |

Code for Catholic
clergy

The priest should be wed to his
candle and crook,

His rosary, missal and cross,

On life everlasting he must only
loak,

Not on matters too earthy and
dross.

The poor and the hungry may
crowd at his door,

The destitute, jobless and sick,

He may sympathise, but he must
n't do more,

To have them with him is the trick.

“The poor ye have always with
you™, it is said.
The reason to tell never try,

Just toss to the beggar a morsel

of bread
And say that salvation is nigh.

Preach of the kingdom in heaven
above,

Of losing one's soul for the world,

In prayer and in fasting, in
penance and love

They must live, or to hellfire
be hurled.

To probe the dark secrets of
plenty and want,

Of capital, labour and wage,

Of rank exploitation, of housing
50 scant

Is nothing but plain sacrilege.

Fur;::t the last Christian who
died on the Cross,

He seems a forerunner of Marx,

He spoke of things earthy and
matters so dross,

To save human souls is your task.

Lest you should stray from the
straight, narrow path,

Remember the need of the hour

Is to speed development, forget
home and hearth

And pull with the party in power.

Mervyn Casie Chetty.



| News background

Colombo Conference

Unity and continuity — the
West’s counter - attack

66 ack Egypt issue at Colombo

S meeting'" The front page
story in the ‘Sun’ is a racy
reminder how world events some-
times create surprising ironies and
paradoxes. When the non-aligned
foreign ministers who meet here
next week conferred in Belgrade
last year, the Egyptian Foreign
Minister joined the anti-Cuba
combo which produced some discor-
dant noises. WWhile a few members
wanted to ‘boycott’ the Havana
summit or change the venus,
Egypt argued for a postponement,

His speech drew a cutting
rejoinder from the Cuban spokes-
man., Those who pocketed their
pride and went to lerusalem now
have the audacity to say that they
cannot come to Havana! The
Egyptian Foreign Minister is repor-
ted to have bowed his head In
shame, Certainly, the Egyptian

Divide and rule
“Two bits of intelligence |
coming out of Africa suggest |
the time may be at hand to |
consider whether we have not
made copsiderable progress
this year towards a basic |
foreign policy goal, that of |
breaking up the massive bloc |
of nations, which for so long |
have been arrayed against us
in the international forums |
and in diplomatic encounters
zenerally, Obviously this was
going to be difficult and it is
by no means fully accompli-
shed. At most we beginto |
see signs of suceess.”

— (Praf. Daniel Moynihan, former
US Ambassador to Indie, guoted
im N. ¥. Times 28.1.76)

Foreign Minister who accompanied
his President to Camp David must
have retained some residual traces
of self-respect because he resigned
his post after the agreement was
signed.

Today it is Egypt that has been
‘hoycotted’ by fellow Arabs.  And
for all Sadat's windy outpourings
on the verdict of posterity, his
Treaty with Israel has resulted in
anti— Egyptian feelings extending
beyond the Arab League to the
whole Islamic world. Even lIran
has cut off relations. And recently
Egypt discreetly kept away from
the Islamic conference in Morocco.

This is not to say that Egypt
will be expelled from the nen-
aligned movement. There is no
such procedure, and the practice
is unknown te the organisation.

True, Chile did not attend the
Colombo Summit and will certainly
not dare to make an appearance
in Havana. But not because jt
was formally expelled. The Chilean
Junta is aware of what the whole

world knows. |t is the accomplice
and beneficiary of the self-confessed
US conspiracy to ‘*de-stabilise’ the
government of Salvador Allende.
The junta also knows that Its
merciless reprassion and butchery
are no longer wellkepr secrets.

Anti-Cuba

The anti-Cuba campaign was
launched by a handful of non-
aligned members. (In Colombo,
Colonel Gaddafi threatened to
‘expose’ these ‘trojan horses' at
a later and more propitious date),
But the Inspiration did not come
from within the movement only.
Mo great expertise in international
palitics Is required to grasp that

simple fact. Any reader of the
waorld press would realise that
the campaign had che active

encouragement and patronage of
the West and, in the apt phrase
of lames Schlesinger, America’s
new ‘‘quasi-ally™ China.

American  antipathy is wholly
understandable. The Cuban re-
volution, on America's doorstep,
was a direct ldeological challenge
to the world's mightiest and
wealthiest nation. America has
never forgiven Cuba this act of
difiance just as it has not forgivan
Vietnam for cthe humiliation it
suffered at the hands of some
backward peasants in black pyjamas
whom a famed US general wanted
to bomb back “intoe the Stone
Age''.

[t is again no secret that Cuba
has been a top target for subversion.
The exercise has taken many forms,
from armed Intervention o assassi-
nation attempts. Cuba has not
only survived all this but gone
from strength to strengch, Mai-
ther relaxing its ideclogical militancy
nor retreating from its declared
principles, Cuba has continued to
defy her enemies. What Is more,
its influence in the community of
nations considering its size and
population, has grown steadily,
Far, from being isolated, it has
become an example to other Latin
American countries of how a people
can take command of their national
resources and exploic these resour-
ces for genuine economic develap-
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ment. All these achievements have
only intensified the hostility of tho-
se who see Cuba as a dangerous
example to other poor nations,
Foreign policy

However, it would be self-
defeating if the propaganda cam-
paign against Cuba was grounded
in such reasons. The ostensible rea-
son for the attacks on Cuba from
outside and from within the
non-aligned movement are two-
fold. Firstly, Cuba’s openly
stated and close friendship with
the Soviet Union and the sociallst

states.  Cuba argues that anti
~imperialism and anti-nescolonia-
lism is the pith and substance

of nen-alignment and that in chis
struggle and on this fundamental
Issue, the secialist states are the
‘natural ally’ of the non-aligned.
Non-alignment it says is neither
passive nor ‘neutral’,

Of course there are other
‘interpretations’. Tito may be a
self-elected  ideclogical ‘godfa-

ther' of non- alignment but the
movement is not a Third World
Mafia. Yet, Yugoslavia s a
dynamic plon=er of the movement

and therefore It has the moral
right to speak authoritatively on
these matters znd  have her

voice heard,

But the anti-Cuba campaign is
really fuelled by outsiders. Whart is
the moral right of the United States
to deliver plous sermons on the
subject when its Secretary of
State, at the very birth of the
movement, declared non-alignment
“immoral”? More recently, ano-
ther Secretary of State, Dr.
Kissinger and his UN Ambassador,
were denouncing the conduct of
the whole Third World in the
U. N. as an essay in “the tyran-
ny of the majority” !

China speaks of ‘super-power
hegemonism’, brands che USSR
“the main enemy' and maintains
that Cuba is not *“non-aligned”.
Yet only last month, Singapore
espoused the cause of 'US world
leadership™. Neither Washingtan
ner  Peking nor the western
press rose up in righteous indi-
gnation to denounce Singapore
for this blatant deviation from
“genuine nen-alignment." Certaln-
ly nobody would ask that Singapore
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be 'boycotted' or ‘expelled’. These
studious silences, highly selective
judgments and double standards
expose the hollowness of those
hemilies on  non-alignment by
countries  which  have no real
respect for the movement. It
also reveals thelr trye interests,
the self-interest behind  the
apparent solicitude,

The other ostensible reason is
Cuba’s involvement in  Africa
ever scince the Angolan war
where it answered the MPLA's
appeal for direct assistance. Cuba
responded to that appeal and
Cuban troops fought alongside
the MPLA. Support for liberation
struggles Is one of the main
principles of the non-aligned
movement. But nobody speaks
of the direct assistance given by
the US and the West to the
other ‘“fronts” engaged in the
struggle for power in  Angola.
Anti-Cuba  crities in  the WWese,
and their supporters within the
non-aligned group, prefer to
maintain a cactful silence on haw
the West engineered the military
intervention of racist South Africa.
If the MPLA had lost, few coun-
tries would have bothered about
Cuban help. The point is that
the “wrong” side won and Angola's
substantial resources were now in
the hands of Angolan people and
not controlled by various western
consartia.

Furthermore, African nationalist
hostility to South Africa,a western
bastion, was enhanced,

Counter-attack

In reality, the anti-Cuba cam-
paign is nor an anti-Cuba campaign
only. If it had been so it would
not be so important an issue for
the non-aligned. In any case, If
Cuba has proved anything these
l:ast 20 years it is that it can
ook after jeself,

The campaign s
West's  concerced
on the whele Third World., As
a well-conceived strategy it had
Its beginnings in 1973, A year
of great importance, 1973 saw the
success of the oil producers in
getting together for the first time
to dictate what they regarded as
fair prices for their product, It
saw the Algiers summit and the

part of the
counter—-atcack

Third Werld's demand for a Mew
International Economic Order, |t
witnessed Egypt's military blow
against lsrael. It saw the poor
naticns  using every forum and
maobilising their collective strength
to demand radical and scructural
changes in 2 post-war world system
which  had been  completely
dominated by the ‘West and
used by the West to safeguard
the interests of the rich and
powerful. The whole structure was
under attack: the economic arder,

the monetary system, the inter-
national institutions, the infor-
mation system ete.

If UNCTAD is the ‘economic"

forum, the non-aligned conference
Is the most active “*political” forum
of the poor nations while the UN

and all its agencies are  other
platforms.  Everywhere the Waest
felt the new, growing pressures,
As usual, the most dangerous and

the least acceptable was the econ-
omic demands. It was seen as
direct threat to the prosperity of
the affluent nations and che living
standards of chese countries, stand-

ards sustained by the exploitation
of the Third World's resources,
reinforced most of all by an unjuse

trading system, and sanctioned b
2 value-system (cultural and ideolo-
gical domination) which operated
mainly through the transnational
communications system.

The West saw it, and correctly,
as a frontal and fundamental attack,

In its counter—offensive (see box)
the West has used, quite success-
fully, many familiar tactics: spreading
discord and division, Encouraging
disagreements, co-optation  and
collaboration, isolating the more

dynamic and demanding, disrupting
collective action and any associ-
ation or working ailiance ‘with the

West's own  ‘“‘main enemy’’, the
soclallst states,

Unity

In 2 way, the success of the
West (the continued failure or
slow progress of UNCTAD) was
partly founded on the weakness
of the newly emerging collective,

The very diversity of the mave.
ment  (so many countries, with
various types of regimes and so
many specific, national prablems)
was the West's greatest asset,



By the same logic, unity within
such diversity, is therefore the great
challenge facing the movement to-
day. Unity of course must express

itself In a continuity of action,
and the action itself, hopefully,
must become moare and more

effective, more and more radical.
this iz the thought that haunts
the west as the road leads from
Colombo to Havana.

Despite diversions and disagree-
ments, there has been continunity
in Idea and action from Algiers to
Colambo. In Belgrade, there were
15 participants; in Colombe 85
Though the movement faced many
threats, it is to Sri Lanka's credit,
and of course to the Sri Lanka
Prime minister, Mrs. Bandaranalke
thar movement survived many
crises and preserved its broad
unity. The decisions made in Co-
lombo can only be changed in
Havana.

There are attempts, some per-
haps well-intentioned, to dilute
these decisions or to alter decision—
making: processes. Some are
Covert atl:empts, some are
disguised as ‘“‘procedural” or
“gganisational” issues. Such efforts
whether they are Inspired by
Yugoslavia or India or any other
country, can only help those who
want to disrupt or weaken the
movement for their purposes.

Gavernments have changed since
Sri Lanka became  Chairman.
While the UNP's new economic
strategy may change the content of
the country's foreign policy, Icis

to the credit of President
layewardene and his Foreign
Minister, ™Mr. Hameed, that in

performing the functlons of chalr-
man they have discharged their
responsibilities in a manner worthy
of the spirit of a movement that
is now a formidable force in
world affairs,

PR (within quotes)

i'As you were' was the order
of the day at last month’s
local government polls, The UNP
in the south and the TULF in
the north retained the positions
they had won In the general
election of 1977, The protest
vote expected by some Opposi-

tionists did not materialise, except

perhaps on a small scale in
Caolembo. In the city the JVP,
fighting under the disadvantage

of being an ‘unrecognised’ party,

was zble to beat tha ULF inte
fourth place by taking vetes
away not only from the Old
Left but also frem the UNP
(some disillusioned Tamil wvoters
and youth}. -

Other features of the election:

@ The first experience of the
new electoral system proved that
‘propartional representation’ was a

misnomer for it. In  Gampaha
the UNP  with 2450 votes
{55.4 %, of votes polled) won 5

seats out of 7, while the SLFP
wich 1749 (35.5 9%.) got only 1.
Again, in Haputale, the UNP 35
seats out of 7 with 558 votes
{54. 6 %), where the S5LFP had
had 2 seats with 463 votes

(45. 434).

& With its high cur—off point
for parties, the new methed of
choosing the people’s represent-
atives will tend to prolong the
‘three-party system' that emerged
at the 977 general election.

Surgical
misadventure
bad carpenter blames his
tools  after a shoddy job.
Surgeons, at least in Sri Lanka,

can justifiably blame the operating
theatre equipment.

Recently Dr. 5ri Lal Gunasekera,
Meure Surgeon, told the City
Coroner thet the death of a 16
year old youcth on the operating
table was due to a malfunction
in the diathermy machine, The
yardict was surgical misadventura,

L. G.investigations have revealed
that surgeons working In  the
country are doing their job using
out-dated equipment, machinery
prone to sudden breakdown or
without certain equipment which
stand In  the opearating theatre
awalting repair.

Two othner machines which are
ahsolutel}r essential inany O.T.,
is a Boyle's Machine for anaesthesia
and an electrical sucker to take
cut secretlons,

Surgeons interviewed by L. G.
especlally those who have worked
in hospitals around the country,
revealed that most of the mach-
ines and equipment they had to
use are not |00 percent reliable:
They have never been checked
out regularly or serviced. Some
that had broken down were
awaiting repair for many months,

In the tragic case of Stanley
Wijesekera who died in  the
MNSU theatre, the diachermy mach-
ine broke dawn in the middle
of the operation. The stand-by
machine on to which the patient
was switched on did not work
at all, There was no Elacrra-
Medical Engineer on the premises
of the leading medical institution
to call for rush help. He had
to be contacted in Maradana.

(The  diathermy machine s
cutting equipment, using an elec-
tric spark which severs and auto-
matically coagulates the blood to
prevent excessive bleeding.)

“ You know what Dr.
sekera  should

Guna-
have done", ex-
plained a senjor surgeon in an
outstation hospital. "He should
have kicked the bload thing.
It might have worked. it is use-
less calling the E.M.E, in Maradana.
By the time he comes, the
patient, in some cases, would be
dead. Or he may have zane to
repair a machine which went out
of order eight months ago",

When equipment Is malfunction-
ing, a report is made in the
thearte log-book, That goes to
the M.5. of the hospical who
will minute that the E.M.E. in
Maradana be informed. The Chief
Clerk will do this faithfully. As
to when a very busy E.M,E, will
turn up is anybody's guess,

“I' have called the local electric
baas to repair a2 machine about
four months ago™, an outstation
surgeon teld the L.G."But that
is highly irregular.”

It is inconceivable that a cech-
nician  is  not available ar all
hospitals with operating theatres

"Most of us say a prayer before
we start on the |list”, was the

(Contimed on page 15)



JAFFNA REPORT

Exit Lionel, enter Duraiswamy

The well-kept streets of Jafina
were unusually quiec. Few
people waited for buses while some

walked about on their busginess.
There were some crowds at the
pubs. The few banks that were

open for business had armed police
guard. An old lady standing
outside the gate to her house was
telling her friend that a piece of
fish about the size of her palm
was fetching over Rs. 10 at the
market. The Kovils had cheir
usual share of devotees in the
evening but the striking feature
of the afterncon was the large
number of schoolgirls riding their
bicycles to their tuition classes.

As the election campaign was
coming cleser to its end, a couple
of Sinhala Ministers of the Cabinet
were seen riding bicycles from
the King' s House rto the city and
to the Nallur Temple the following
day in a hackery. The intention
could have been an attempt at
image-improving  (or image-buii-
dingf] but the onlockers did net
seem  to be impressed ac  all.
Many frowned when they saw
that the duo was followed by a
SeCurity car,

The new laffna SP Leo Perera
was still demanding more powers
to the police while the outgoing
GA Lionel Fernando continued to
sleep the nights at his sprawling
residency with doors and windows
open in his roem and without a
single policeman guarding the 27
acre block that belonged to the
residency,

A Wesak card sent to Lionel
by a veteran journalist was still
lying on his table with the words
“PS: ‘I'll see you in Celombo
soon!!! scribbled on the back.
Smart fellow that journalist  was,
but a local reporter told me that
he predicted that the GA would
not last loeng as ezrly as the day
when the Nallur bank was robbed.
When the GA heard that the
police were on a rampage that
day he rushed therz and warned
the cops to behave, and averted
an otherwise inevitable crisis, On

&

Gamini  Dissanaike of the

‘Lanka  Guardian' tourcd

Jalfna on the cove of the

local polls and filed this ‘
i report.

the same evening when the cops
started assaulting the people around
the Jaffna bus stand for no reason
the GA was there again on the
spot. And  even at 4 2. m, the
following day he was seen **Patro-
liing" the streets with Khalid his
driver.  “Why did he deo "
a shop keeper opposite the bus
stand asked me. “That was nat
his job. Why? Because there was
great man who dedicated himself
disinterestedly in serving us. One
of the greatest that ever came
to laffna.”” The Tamil businessman
was not the only one who openly
wept over the sudden transfer
of GA  Fernande, “Mearly a
million people here are now
heart-broken™ sald Mr- S, A. T.
Vadivelu—Secretary of the Manufac.
turers  Associatlon of Jaffna and
2 well-known philanthropist. v
cannot think of any other person

who stole our hearts in such a
short span of time as in a year
a5 our present GA'" continued
Mr Vadivelu, “And | can assure

you that the local elections are
going smeothly only because of
Mr Fernande.” Mr Vadivelu was
nat certainly exaggerating  for
wherever | went— Nainativy, KKS,
or WYWT everyone seemed te be
very sad over Liocnel's impending
exit. “If Sri Lanka had 20 GAS
like him™ said one senior public
servant  at  Point  Pedro,  ‘‘the
peliticians could jolly well go to
hell." Naturally, Mr Fernando's
transfer was made an issue at
the opposition campaign not only in
Jaffna but as far down as Vavuniya.

Whatever may be the reasons
behind the GA's transfer how
complicated would be [ts aftermath?
“End of Jaffna” was how a for.
mer 5P Jaffna responded to 3
lacal reporter when the latrer first
broke the news of the GA's transfar.

{Cantimued on Page 1g)
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l International news

After the Treaty (3)

The peace

by Mervyn de Silva

adat’s present  situation s

laced with another irony, a
less merciful one than even the
so—called ‘linkage’.

Mr. Sadat argued that the ‘peace
process’ that he started (and jt
does not really matcer whether
he started It or the Americans or
whether it was a2 parallol effort)
has an internal logic and that
once the process gathers momen-
tum its dynamics will scon draw
in the lordanians, the Syrians and
ideally, the PLO, but at least a
sizable segment of the Palestinians
living in the West Bank and Gaza.

Glven his original and central
assumption, it was a valid argu-
ment, and he pinned his full
faich in it. The US shares this

view, of course. But their's seem
to be more a hopeful calculation
than an unshakable conviction. In
any case, the Americans are much
betcer placed. If their hopss are
fulfilled — and they will certaj-
nly do their damndest to see to
it —excellent; if not the regre-
table loss will be more than
compensated for by the neer gain
of the Egyptian-israeli treacy,
Briefty, the risks of incomplete
success or partial failure are accep-
table risks for the Americans,
Not so for Mr. Sadat. He has
committed himself to the hile:
prosperity at home, a compre-
hensive peace in the area,

Therein lies the irony. Sub-
stantive negotiations starced fram
1977 to Camp David last year
-and the Treacy in March, During
that period he moved from what
he thought was a Fosition of
comparative strength te  whar

became 1 position of greater and
greater weakness. As a  result,
he yielded more than he extra.
cted from a scubborn Mr., Begin

process

Me received much [ecs than he
expected, and what he actually
received was also less than the

irreducible minimum acceptable to
even the most ‘moderate’ or
‘accomedating'  fellow Arab —say
King Hussein,

Invelved in a peace-process [n
which he had thought of himself
as the or a directing agent, Mr,
Sadat got badly ensnared in it
and as he became jts captive,
his chances of extricating himself
gradually diminished. He could
not retrace his steps without
disastrous consequences. But once
caught in the dynamics of a sirya-
tien in which he was trapped,
he could achieve [ess and logs:
and less and less from the Israalis

meant less and less chanee of
satisfying  his prospective Arab
supparters,  Far  from getting

themselves invalved in the process,
each distanced himself from it

until finally we see them 1] go
to Baghdad where the Treaty
receives collective and complete

cendemnation,

S0 instead of drawing some of
the Arabs (let's say the ‘mode-
rates’) into the process and isola.

ting the hardliners, Mr Sadac
finds that he has achieved anly
his own ‘ostracism’ And not afl

the President’s men (Brown, Vance
Brezinski et all) could get king,
or Sheikh to support the treaty
publicly and retrieve Mr. Sadat or
redeem his honour. Poor Gulliver
lies stretched on the ground,
bound hand and foot by his follaw
Arabs, those self-same dwarfs an

whom he poured such imperious
scorn,

Hew did it happen? Eric Rau-
leau, who has served in the Mid-

dle East for nearly 20 years, s
in_my opinion one of the best.
informed  of western COrrespon-

dents. Late last year, after the
Camp David Summit, Rouleay who
is now middle east edjeor of

“le Monde' was on 2 lecture
tour sponsored by Princeton Univer.
sity’s  Foreign Relations Council,
Mr. Rouleau” who js Preparing 3
book on the Palestinian problem
was invited by the Middle Ease
Magazine to analyse the ‘politics’
of the Camp David summic and the
agreements signed there, |y 1
long interview with Mark Bruzon-
sky, editor of the journal he said:

“He's taking a big gamble, Byt

probably felt he had neo choice,
His two guests, Begin and Sadat,
were of unequal strength.  Begip

came to Camp David saying that
it wasn't the last chance, ang that
it was still possible to wait, even
though Israel wished o reach an
agreement. It wasn't just propa-
ganda, because he was negotia-
ting from a position of strength
Begin wasn't threatened | Camp
David failed. ©Op the contrary,
he could go back ang 53y to the
lsraelis that they wereo trying to
force him into settlement Jeopar-
dizing the securlty of the State
of Israel. And few Israclis would
have then turned against Begin,

“The person whoe was really
threatened by the collapse  of
Camp David was Sadar, He had
promised his people thar if his
initiative failed he would

resign-
Failure would have put him in a
very difficult  position. And if
he did not want 1o resign  he
could have put up a show by

saying he was now Eoing to try
other means—in other words gn
back to the Arab fold, to Syria
and the PLO and especially the
allies of those peaple, the Sovjer
Unian, for which Sadat has an
allergy.

“As 3 matter of face,
ene of the reasons which tock
Sadat to Jeruselem in Movember
was that he wantad ta .break i
the possibly appr, neva

16h
ﬁf@gﬂpﬁ;ﬁwﬁre mnvits would
present,

I think

[ Contined on pagc_n}'l‘



Indonesian

by John Taylor
T IS NOW just aver three

yearssince the Indonesian military

regime began ics armed invasion of
the former Portuguese coleny of
Bast  Timor, In this period
Indonesia has, by acepted inter-
nationzl  definiticn, committed
genccide. Some 80,000 people,
over |0 percent of the entire
population, have been killed. The
Indonesian government has
purchased new western weapons
to further its military aims.

East Timor, twice the size
of Cyprus, forms the eastern
half of the Island of Timor (the

western part Is already in the
Indonesian  Republic). After a
series  of Incursions Into the
territory, the Indenesian army
launched a full-scale invaslon en
December 7th, 1975, to prevent

the mass-based Fretlin (Revelutic-
nary Front for an Independent
East Timor) mevement consalida-
ting the contral it had effectively
held since the withdrawal three
meonths  earlier of Portuguese,
after 450 years of colonial rule.

The results of the invasion
have been devastating: in‘lndone-
sian held areas, the population
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genocide

has been herded Inte camps
where malnucrition is widespread
and medical supplies scant. Entire
villages have been eliminated,
their contents looted and their
crops destroyed. In  Dili, the
capital, for example, prisoners are
held in the food store of a
former  hotel; the store has
neither windows nor a ventilation
system.

According to reports from
various sources In East Timar—
the Cathalic Church, Indonesian
officials, refugee  accounts and
Fretilin radic broadcasts — torture
has been widely practised in areas

under Indonesian control. The
worst effects of the attempted
annexation, however, have been

experienced in Fretilin-held moun-
Lain interior now comprising some
33-40, per cent of the country.
Unable to penetrace chis area,
and wunsuccessful In its  armed
engagements with Fretilin troops,
the Indenesian  milicary has
increasingly shifted its strategic
emphasis  to  aerial and naval
saturation bombing in an attempt

to starve the population into
surrender  through  destroying
crops and villages.

This policy was increasingly
successful  thoughout  1978:  an

estimated 30-40,000 people have
died as 2 result of the use of erop
defaliants. Many meore, perhaps
200,000 have entered Indenesian
areas in the [as5t two years In
the hope of finding food and
medical supplies. In most cases
these hopes have not been
fulfilled; an ambassador on a
delegation visiting 'relief centres’
in two villages in eur? September

last year, commented that the
pecple in the camps were ‘in a
desperate situation....they are

starving in many cases; they are

desperately ill; thay need help
in terms of immediate relief—
food, clothing, basic medical
care’ .

A Timaorese official, according
te =n  Australian  ABC report,
commented that the ambassadors
had not seen the worst camps:
‘At Sual things are much worse’

there

and are more people’,
Despite these conditions, the
Indonesian government has  still

net permitted the entry of the

International Red Cross eicher
into fts own or Fretilin held
areas,

Indonesian  Foreign  Minister,
Adam Malik then estimated the

number of dead as ‘50,000 people
or perhaps B0,000°. And went
on te tell the Conberra Times:
‘what does all cthis mean com-
pared with 600,000 peaple who
want to |oin Indonesial Then
what is the big fuss? [t s
possible that they may have been
killed by Australians and net us,
who knows? lt was war',

Heavy fighting has continued
since the beginning aof 1977,
with Indanesian aerial and naval
bombardment of Fretilin  areas,
notably the north-central region
south Dill, where Fretilin forces
have suffered defeats. In an

attempt to re-enter this area in
late December to re-organise the
Fretilin administration, a group led
by Lobato was ambushed, znd
Lobato himself killed.

Given the nature of the terrain
and the strength of the resistance,
Indonesia‘s navai and aerial capacicy
Is crucial.  Until recently, this
was seriously inadequate; aircrafr
were archaic and piloes  badly
trained. Since  the invasion,
howaver' a number of western
goverments  have stepped up
military supplies. The USA has
supplied  Bronco OV-10 fighter
planes, highly suitable for counter
-insurgency; the Mecherlands has
agreed to provide high speed
corvette frigates, important for
reinforcing the naval blockade of
East Timor. Most important,
however, is the British govern-
ment's approval for the sale of
eight BAC Hawk ground atrack
aircraft. These planes are parti-
cularly suitable for use in East
Timor. They fly low and ars
designed to saturate large areas
using cluster bombs, which accor-
ding to the British Dafence Equipment
Catalopue, have ‘a  high  kill
probabiicly  against a  range of
hard and soft targets’. The Hawk
can also drop napalm cannlsters
and  defolfants,  The  British



government has, of course denied
that;the planes will de used in
East; Timer. The Foreign Office
view 15 that the war is a provincia|
skirmish, like Morthern Ireland,

THE OFFICIAL BRITISH ATTI-
TUDE to che war s echoed —
perhaps less absurdly —by other
industrial governments. The Aus-
tralian, American, French, German,
Japanese and Dutch have all
turned a blind eye to Indonesia’s
actions. Through Awustralian and
US intelligence services' they
knew that Indonesia intended to
invade at least three months
before it did so, but made ne
attempts to prevent it. Kissinger
cammented on the day of the
invasion ‘that the US understands
Indenesian’s  position  on  the
question (of East Timor).” The
Us State Department  legal
representative, George Aldrich
later testified to the June-luly
1977 hearings of a subcommittes
of the Congressional Committee
on lInternational Relations that'a
policy (opposing the Incorporation
of East Timor) would not serve

our best interests In the light
of the importance of our relations
with Indonesia’.

Press coverage has reflected

the lack of government concern
Moam Chomsky peinted out to
the UN last year that ‘In 1975,
when the fate of the Portugese
colonies was 3 matcer of much
concern In the West, Timor
rececived 6 full columns in the
Mew York Times). In 1576, when
the Indonesian army was begin-

ning the ‘-annihilation of the
people’’, coverage dropped to half
a column. In 1977, when this
massacre  was reaching  truely
awesome proportions,  coverage
dropped to five lines.’

In the case of East Timor,
an attempt is still being made

to deny a2 natlon its political
independence.  Indonesia is try-
ing to remove a gEovernment
which has an effective popular
base, 25 a result of its literacy
campaigns, health schemes, and
agricultural cocperativisation be-
fore the invasion. Unlike
Cambedia, it is possible to
influence the Indonesian regime,
since it heavily depends on the

industrial nations for loans, ald
and cmilitary .. assistance.  Yet,
although there have been human
rights viclations on a greater
relative scale and these have been
more fully substantiated, the
minimal press coverage and govern
ment reaction has been at best
quiet and at worst supportive,
even to the extent of supplying
repressive  military  equipment.

Mevertheless, the eventual out-

come of the war remains open.
And the continuation of the
suffering and  brutal treatment

of the FEast Timorese people is
still dependent on the sanctioning
of military aid from the waest,

The peace...
{ Continued from page 7)

185 Sadat was in a far weaker
position than Begin. He had to
get something out of Camp David.
Sadat was coming without the
support of the Arab world and
taking an Independent path. This
reduced his strength.  Egypt's
strength lies not only in lIts geo-
graphy and demography but Egypt
has tradicionally been the leader
of the Arab world and has had the
support of at least parts of the
Arab world in which the Western
word has interests. Egypt coming
to Camp David without the Arab
warld supporting it explicitly, had
been reduced to a minor power—
important, but still minor.

sihlow, to come back to your
question. Carter had these two
peaple facing each other and one
of them was giving in to the other,
He could not be more Inflexible
than Sadat. He himself was also
in an awkward position because
on one side he had the pres-
sures of the domestic groups—who
are unceonditionally for the poli-
cles of lsragl—and on the other
he had Arabs who did not exer-
clse enough pressure on him. Of
course, the Americans percejved
a potential threat from the Arabs,
But that threat wasz not there,
it wasn't real at the time.

“These were the essential com-
ponents of the balance of power

which led to the Camp David
accords.”
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I Diplomacy

Foreign Service (1)

Diplomats

by W. A Wiswa Warnapala

Srl Lanka, unlike some newly
independent states, experlen-
ced no dearth of trained personnel
for the management of =affairs ac
independence. Though this was
the position In relation to the
Civil Service personnel, chere was
no trained cadre to manage foreign
affairs. The original cadre of the
Sri Lanka Owerseas Service, there-
fore, was drawn from the Ceylon
Civil Service.

It was in this background that
the Overseas Service Minute which
contzined cthe rules and regulations
gaverning the formation and
functioning of the service, came
to be prepared. The drzft Minute
was prepared by Sir K. Vaithia-
nathan, the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence and External
Affairs and there wasa serifes of
discussions between the latter
and the Chairman of the Public
Service Commission. These discus-
siens  were related to certain
aspects of recruitment te the
Overseas Service, According to the
Overseas Minute of 948, the
service was to be composed of
three classes: (A) Administrative
and Higher Officers, (B) Clerical
and Executive Officers and (C)
Minor employees. The Class A,
with which we are concerned in
this essay, consisted of five grades,
Grade [, I, and 11l being Heads,
of Major Missions and Heads of
Minor Missions respectively, In
relation to these appointments
the Public Service Cemmission
negotiated with the Secretary of
the Ministry of Defence and
Externzl Affairs, who took the
view that in the case of appoint-
ments to Grade | to Grade [
of Class A the views of the Prime
Minister, conveyed by the Secretary,
should generally be accepted by
the Public Service Commission,
The Chairman of the Public Service
Commission, seemingly willing to
accomadate this peint of view,
stated thar the requirements of

]

and patronage

the diplomatic service are different
fram the essentials for the Civil
Service and more attention needs
to be paid to ‘a gaad presence
and ability to mix".

The arrangements were made
in the budgetary estimates of
[948-49 for the creation of posts
in Diplomatic Missions Overseas
and these posts were to be filled
by lst October, [94B, Sir K.
Vaithinathan, in asking the approval
of the Treasury for the scheme,
emphasised that the Overseas
Service will be formed on lines
similar to the career diplomatic
services of other countries. The
Cverseas Service, Initially was to
follow three modes of appslntment:
(I} by secendment of personnel
already in che Public Service
including the Ceylon Civil Service;
(2) by recrvitment from among
the public, and (3) by personal
selection in the case of Heads of
Missions. D. 5. Senanayake, the
Prime Miniscer was in support of
these intial measures which wera
necessary to constitute the Over-
seas Service. In 1948, he wanted
four officers appeinted as Proba-
tioners before the recrultmentis
finallsed to recruit a number of
officers each year to form a nucleus
of 2 service.

Patronage

The Heads aof Missions, D. 5.
Senanayake maincained, need to be
appointed on the basis of personal
selection and this was adopted
in the form of patronage, Thera
Was 2 constitutional argument in
support of this form of patronage,
Hema Basnayake, the Attorney
General advised the Prime Ministar
that thes appointment of Hezads
of Missions abroad is not a function
wehich in law falls within the purview
of the Public Service Commission
and that cthese appointments
should be made by Her Majesty
the Quean. According te Section
45 of the Constitucion of [947,

it wasa prerogative righc, which,
in the context of a Cablnet form
of Government, could be exereised
by the Governor General on the
recommendacion of the Prime
Minister. The removal of the
posts of Hezads of Missions fram
the purview of the P. §. C afforded
more opportunities for the Prime
Minister to use these posts as a
source of political patronage. The
loyalty to  the party in power
and some association with the
Prime Minister became the criteria
in the selection of Heads of
Missions in the initial peried,
and this form of selection came
tc be described as compensation
for loss of political career. Tissa
Wijeratne, communting on this,
stated that ‘even the most super-
ficlal study will reveal that the
Embassies were set up by the
United National Party often enough
to send out politicians who were
considerad to be alternatives to
the then High Command of the
UMP',

The appolntment of Sir D. B.
layatilake as the firsc High Com-
missioner to India was made in
order to pave the way for D. 5.
Senanayaks. 5. W.R.D. Bandara-
naike,  justified this form of
selection, by stating that it was
difficult to find suitable pzople
for diplomatic assignments. The
appeintment of four persons  within
a peried of six years—Sir D, B,
Jayatilaka, Sir T.B. Panabolke,
M. W. H. de Silva and Sir A. Maha-
devaas High Commissioners to India
—was quoted as an example of
the failure o select  proper
persans. The charge was made
that certain policical appointaes
acted independent of the Govern-
mant, and the caze of R. 5. 5.
Gunawardene, the Uniced Matians
Representative and che Ambassa-
dor to the Uniced Scates came
to be quotsd as an example,
Such developments took place due
to certain  deficiencies in  the



=rzanisation of the Ministry and
=== inicial difficulties in preparing
=rizfs and instructions to the
=e=z2ds of Missions.

The mistakes committed by the
szrly political appointess did not
s scourage the retention of political
zopointees as  Heads of Missions,
:nd the political party competition
5 electoral pelitics made it a
vzluable sourceof pelitical patro-

mzge. All political parties now
sccept  the need for  political
=ppointments,  specially in the

zategory of Heads of Missions. Yet
znother character of this category
was that a large proportion of
these appointments came from

zhe class of retired Civil Servants
and Judges of the Supreme
Court.

Career officers

The initial method of recruicment
to the regular cadre of the
Overseas Service was Lo make use
of the Civil Service Examinaticn.
The ecandidates, who sat this
examination, were asked to state
whether they were willing to take
up an appointment In the Overseas

Service., In 1948, 14 candidates
who were chosen in order of
merit for the Ceylon Civil Service
and those who indicated the
preference to jein the Overseas
Sorvice were given a second
interview. Since most of the

successful candidates preferred to
join the prestigous Civil Service,
only four were chosenas Proba-
tioners in the Overseas Service.
Any candidate  who  proved
unsuitable during the probationary
period was given the option to
join the Civil Service and the
recruitment  procedure was so
flexible that a recruit to the Civil
Service could be exchanged in
place of the candidates who opted
to get back to the Civil Service.
This form of mobility was applicable
only acthe peint of recruitment,
=nd this, in other words, meant
thar reversion at a later stage
= the Civll Service was not
:llzwed. In 1949, 7 graduates were
wited =25 Probationers to the
5225 Service on the results
ompetitive examination. The
~ination was a short qualifying

with such subjects as (I} Essay
3 Precis, (2) General knowledge
} World Affairs, and each of

@
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these subjects carried 150 marks.
The proportion of marks allowed
for the Viva Yoce was one third
of the total marks of the
examination, The preliminary inter-
view was conducred by the Public
Service Commission whose duty
was to ‘furnish the Final Selection
Board with a comprehensive report
on each candidate, together wich
a recommendation for acceptance
or rejection and a rating to indicate
the candidate’s placing in relation
to other competition. This Board
had before it the candidace's
reports from his Head Master,
Professor, Referces Reports and
the marked papers. The interview
board consisted of the Chairman
of the Public Service Commission,
the Vice Chancellor of the
University of Sri Lanka and the
Secretary to the Ministry of De-
fenee and External Affairs. Forty
eight candidates—graduates with
University degree-sat the exami-
nation and che first six candidates,
in order of merit, were appointed
as Probacioners in the Overseas
Service, This method of recruit-
ment through a short qualifying
examination was abandoned in
1950 and reverted to the medium

of the Ceylen Civil Service
Examination. Though the examin-
ation was called ‘the Civil and

Cwverseas Seryice Examination. in
1950, the cenditions of eligibility
and the syllabus underwent no
change.

Post—1956

The politlcal change of 1956,
as in the sphere of foreign policy,
brought about changes in the
middle of recruitment to the
Overseas Sarvice, The critleism
was that the Foreign Office was
inadequately equipped and cuch
developments as membership of
the United Mations and  the
establishment  of diplomatic rela-
rions wich a new set of countries
demanded an expansion in the
cadre of officers. The recruitment
on the hasis of a Combined Examin-
atjion came to be cricicised on the
ground that both Civil Service and
the Overseaas Service were wo
different services requiring different
qualities, and the demand was
made that a separate examination
needs to be held to recrulc for
the Owverseas Service,

There was an immediate shortage
of 10 officers, and the Prime
Minister, therefore, wanted the
normal methed of recruitment by
competitive examination to be
temporarily suspended in order
to recrult a few officers by open
advercisement. They weare to be
selected from among the persons
of over 30 years of age., The
Selection Board, which interviewed
the candidates from whom 8 were
selected, considerad genaral
inteliigence,  personal  qualities,
experience abroad knowledge of
Incernational Affairs, Internaticnal
law and languages. lIn 1957 the
conditions  of  eligibility were
drastically changed 5@ a5 to
prevent Advocates and Barristers
from applying to sit for the
examination, The Public Szrvics
Commission toock the position that
candidates with professlonal
qualifications should not be made
eligible to apply, and it further
stated that a University degree
like in the United Kingdom and
India, should be accepted as the
basic educational requirement to
sit for the examination. The
recognition of ‘experience abroad’,
it was pointed out, gave aspecial
place for candidates with private
means and it, cherefore, was
abandoned.

Recruitment on the basis of a
competitive examination was again
adopted in 1960 and the Govern
ment  Gazette of May 27, 1980
published the scheme of the
sxamination which included five
subjects carrying different marks.
The pattern was as follows: Essay
(100} Precis (50) General Knowledge
(150) Viva Yoce (250) and Special
English, Sinhalese and Tamil (100},
and the toral was 650 marks.
Gunasena de Zoysa, in his capacicy
as Secretary, Miniscry of Defence
and External Affairs, cook tche
position that he does not ‘cansider
it necessary to implement the
recommendations of the OFficial
Language Commisson in the use
of che staff officers of the Overseas
Service, as they do not come in
rdirect eentact  with the Public'
of Ceylon. Though this was the
attitude in 1954, the changes
introduced in [936 in regard to
the implemzntation of the Official
Languages Act demanded the

(Continned on page 13)



I Politics

A marxist view

Nationhood (2)

Myths and realities

by Chintaka

Myth 1l. The demand for a se-
parate state is a demand of the
Tamil bourgeoisie. Therefore
it is reactionary and has to
be opposed.

Leninism draws a fundamental
distinction between the bourgeois
nationzlism of an oppressor nation
and the bourgeols nationalism of
an oppressed npation. The former
is reactionary, while the lacter
is, in the main, progressive: *‘In-
so far as the bourgecisie of the
oppressed nation fights the cppres-
sor, we are always, in every case
and more strongly than anyone
else in favour, for we are the
staunchest and most consistent
enemles of oppression...... The
bourgeois nationalism af any oppres-
sed nation has a general democratic
content that we unconditonally
support...."

(Lenin - The Right of Mations
te Self Determination) This was
starkly counterposed to the views
held by Rosa Luxemburg (and later
Bukharin and Precbrazhensky) chat
support for self-determination imp-
lies “suppart for baurgesis national-
ism'" which Marxists should desist
from, since each class inanatlon has
conflicting interests. (Rosa Luxem-
burg - The Mational Questien and
Autenomy).

Fer Lenin heowever, the fact
that the nationzl novements of
Turkey, India, Persia, China, lre-
land, Kerea etchad bourgeois and
petty—tourgeois leaderships, in no
way implied that Marxists should
not suppert those struggles, Like-
wise the perty bourgeois nature of
the leaderships of SWAPD, the
patriotic Front, the ANC, the PLO,,
Frente Polisario (Spanish Sahara),
Fretilin (East Timer). the Maro
Liberation Front, IRA ete etc. does-
net prevent progressives in this
country from supporting thejr
struggles. However these same
leftists, some of whom consider

12

even the SLFP as progressive (!,
are unremictingly hostile towards
the TULF, on the grounds that it
is un—Marxist and nan—proletarian!
'Tis strange,'tis wondrous strange. .

I12. The struggle for Eelam is
essentially a cantention between
the Sinhala and Tamil bourgeo-
sie and therefore the Left
should stay clear of this infra
class competition,

True, the competition between
these two bourgeoisies does play
a certain role in this issue, but
this competition |5 not the essence
of the national questien. Unlike
in the classical European context
the natlenal struggle is not simply
a struggle waged primarily by a
rising capitalist class. The essence
of the national movement in the
Morth lies in the struggle waged
by all the oppressed classes, with
the educated middle class youth
as the main forece, against the
bourgeoisie of the deminant (Sin-
hala) natien. In any case, the
urban based Tamil thaute® bourge-
oisle is opposed to separatism and
seeks negotiated solutions with
the U. N. P. middle baurgeoisie
in the Tamil areas whose upward
mobility has been blocked  Hence
its vacillatory politics of contention
feollusion with  Sinhala bourgeois
gD‘n’tS.

12, The Tamils view problem
incommunal terms rather than
in class terms, therefore their
demands should be opposed.

True, the feeling 'Tamil-ness'
precedes class consciousness within
the natlenal movementin che March.
Buc this is gquite natural since
objeztively the main contradlction
of the Tamil people is with the
bourgeoisic of the dominant{Sinhalz
nation and its state apparatus, |t
is a fact that for most Tamils the
distinction between the Sinhala state

and the Sinhala people is blurred.
But it Is the duty of Sinhala leftists to
comprehend the total experience of
the Tamil people and work from the
nationalist reality towards the class
reality. Closs selidarity becemes eradi-
ble anly if the right of natlons! self
determination s token as the point
of departure. it iz impossible for
Sinhalo and indeed Tomil Maraists
to skip—over’ the npotionalist feel-
ings of the Taemil people. Class
consciousness can arise though
their natlonal consiousness, as the
struggle goes on, but it cannot
be Imposed artificlally or arrived
at ina linear fashion.

Furthermore it is not surprising
that sections of the Tamlil masses
have a communazlly tinged conscious-
ness and often resort te fantascic
anachrenistic arguments- Lenin
peinted out that such a “‘disparate,
discardant, and hetezrogenous mass,
containing the petty bourgacisie
and backward workers” will inevi-
tably contain the **preconceptions,
reactionary fantasfes, weaknessas
and errors’ of these sections.
Leftists must not stand against or
apart from these forces but must
lead them along the correct path,
The strong religious flavour of the
Irish struggle in no way prevented
(Marx and Lenin from being its
staunchast supporters.

See Lenin —The |96 uprising
in Ireland= The Discussion of Self=-
Determination summed up)

Rosa Luxemburg however, saw anly
the anachrenistic, pecty bourgesis,
reactionary aspects of national
movements and not their complex,

dual nature and revolutionary
potential as allies for cthe prole-
tariat.

I4. The militant Tamil

nationalists are opposed to the
Left movement and therafore
are reactionaries who should
be combatted.

The militant Tamils are notc
opposed te socialism.  They have
been heavily influenced by the

Marxist-Leninist position on the
national question and acknowledge
that it is only this approach that
provides a coherent conceptual



framework for the understanding
of this vexed issue. Their charge
is that almost the entire Left
movement has taken pesitions
counter to the Marxist one. Thus,
it is not that the militant Tamils
are hostile to Marxism, but rather
that our Marxists have abandoned
the fundamental Marxist principal
of proletarian internationalism!
Hewever Tamil militants do point
to certain imporianc instances in
which various sections of the Left
took up internationalist positions—
‘For instance, the C. P. recognised
the Tamils right of self-determina-
tion in 1947 and proposed regional
autonomy which was a relacively
correct position at the time, The
L55P.s opposition to ‘Sinhala enly’
in 1956 and the active defence
of Tamils in 1958 by the Sinhala
working class; the involvement of
the Ceylon Communist party
{Peking Wing) in the caste struggles
of the |960's, the posician taken
against standardization by various
radical Left groups and the Ceylon
Teachers Unien in  the recent
past—all these are are seen and
spoken of as instances of solidarity
extended by the Left movement
to the Tamil people.

The policies and practices of the
LSSP-CF after 1%64° the adopticn
of the *Masala vadai line’; the Jan

gcth 1966 Incldent; Dr. Celvin R.
de Silva's constitution of 1972,
the LSSP-CP's complicity in the

Keenikelle shooting of |1371; their
rele  during the incarceration,
torture and shooting of Tamlil youth
from 1972 onwards; the Left
parties silence during the thuggery
and police shooting on the estates
in ‘76-77 — all chose are seen by

the Tamil milicants as stark
berrayals of internationalism by
the Left movement.

They realize that the chauvinistic
deviations on the part of the
Left movement correspond to and
parallel the pariamentarist devia-
tion of the old Left. Even the
new Left however, is not Immung
from cricicism, Rohana Wije-
weera's racistic attitude towards
the plantation workers has still
not been forgotten or forgiven,
while the persistant refusal of
even the radical Left to solidarize
fully with the Tamil cause and
actively combat social-chauvinism

is the cause of much disappoint-
ment.

It is the socialist orientation of
the militant Tamil youth that has
forced the TULF leadership to
champion the cause of an Indepen-
dant sovereign, secular and socialist
Tamil Ealam, however superficial
its degree of commitment to this
goal may prove to be. The TULF
has also had to proclaim that its
ideology is cthat of ‘scientific
socialism,’ and adopt anti-capitalist
positions in  the parliamentary
debates of the UMNP govt's economic
policies. The TULF leaders alse
praise the internationallsm of Cuba
and Vietnam, while speaking warmly
of the USSR's solution of the
natlonal question. All this js a
far ery from the conservative
Anglophile outlook of the tradi-
tional FP and TC leaders! The
TULF'S progressive positians in
the fisld of foreign policy and
ideclogy are a manifestation of
the influence of the scientific
soclalist orientations of the militant
youth, As the student and youth
organisatians play an Increasingly
important role in the national
mevement of the MNorth, and as
the path of parliamentary compre-
mise proves sterile, thus impelling
this movement to adopt forms of
extraparliamentary direct action,
this process of politico-ideclogical
radicalization will doubtless Inten-

sify. (See “TULF Dilemma : After
the Boycott™ — Lanka  Guardlan
March Ist and *laffnz: The steets

are quiet”-L. G. April Ist Page7).

I5. The North is feudal and
backward, its society isstratified
on the basis of Caste (and
therefore, politics are reaction-
ary and conservative),

It is not feudal, but ratcher,
capitalist relations of production
that predominate in the socio
economic  formatlons  of the
Morth, Given the geographic
differences between the North

and South, there was no complex
irrigation system in the former
arcas in the prezclonial Ceylon,
Owing to this reason and the
consequent differences in the forces
and means of production, the sacial
relations of producticn in the two
parts of the island also differed.
While an Asiatic mode of produ-

ction based on the massive irrigacion
complexes predominated in the
Sinhala areas, the Tamil areas were
dominated by a feudal system with

a rigid caste structure. The
‘Agiatic' social relations in the
Sinhala area possessed a more

collectlve character than those in
the Morth. The MNorth displayed
a marked tendency towards capital
accumulation  while the Sinhala
areas displayed a propensity to-
words consumption and the Tamil
areas showed signs of a private
prl:lpl!l't:p' SFStEm 2Yen Pr'@r Lo
the colonial period. Those ten-
dencies were accentuated by the
relationship established wich Arab
merchant capital. The early phase
of colonization which was of
mercantilist character accelerated
this trend while the later phase
of colonialism, capitalism, has resul-
ted in capitalist private property
relations establishing their hege-
mony over feudal and semifeudal

relacions, The high degree of
monetization of the Morthern
economy, the high degree of

utilization of credic per caplta,
the remarkable responsiveness of
the MNorthern farmer to capltalist
incentives and his intensive usage
of agrochemical inputs demonstra-
tes the fallacy of the thesis that
the Morth suffers from feudal
backwardness. The caste system
exists inthe realm of consciousness
and ideology (ie. in thesuper-
structure), but not in the substruc-
ture except in residual from.  The
existence of caste prejudices is
hardly surprising since pre-capita-

list ideas persise In the super-
structural  realm in almost all
capitalist societies Including the
most advanced 1. e, loyaity to

the monarchy in Bricain,

Just as many African
trancended tribalist loyalties and
prejudices in the process of a
protracted liberaction straggle, the
barriers of male chauvinism were
overcome in Algeria and Vietnam
in this very same process. (>ee
Fanon 2nd Cabral) Likewise, caste-
ism and male chauvinism can be
eradicated from the consciousness
of the Tamil people only in the
course of a struggle against natio-
nal oppression, The fact that of the
Tamil youth militants many ara from
the so-called ‘lower’ castes indicare

{Contimed on Page 14}

peoples
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‘ Religion

Islamic fundamentalism (2)

Religion and nationalism

by N. M. M. |, Hussein
The problem about making 2

just appraisal of fundamental-
ism is that it has, as noted earlier,
an ambivalent character it wishes
te build for the future by going
back into the past. The common-
sense view about this should “be
that it is simply not realistic to
go back to the golden age in which
religion was practised in its pris-
tine purity. This might have been
possible for the ‘Vyahabis in an
isolated part of the world in the
eighteenth century, buc it is scar-
cely concelvable in the modern
world of lslam. The fundamental-
ist has inevitably to cope with the
present and the future. Anchony
D. Smith in his ‘Thearies of Natin-
nalism' argues that the need to
cope with the present problems
leads to a gradual, often unpercei-
ved and unintended, secularization
of fundamentalism,

The question arises whether the
idea of going back to the past has
nevertheless a revelutionary signl-
ficance as argued by Mircea’ Eliade
in his theories about ‘the return
to the source' for renewal. In his
‘Aspects of Myth', he cites reveo-
lutionary and nationalist movements
which cultivated the myth about a
‘recurn to the source He says,
for instance, that the lesders of
the French Revolution sought ins-
piration from ancient Rome and
Sparta and regarded themselves
as restoring the virtues exalted
by Livy and Plutarch. He also
apalyses the idea of a return ta
source in the millenarian move-
ments of Eurcpe. It could be thac
what seems to many of us the most
retrogate  aspect of fundamental-
ism, the reversion to the past,
really arises out of a revelutionary
impulse, however idealistic and
unrealistic it may be.

It should be useful at this point
to make some observations on the
significance  of the attempt to
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revive Shariat law as It could throw
some light on the ambivalent
character of fundamentalism. The
elabaration of Shariat  law by
Jurists  and theologians In the
second century after the Prophet
has been regarded by Woestern
scholars - Gibb for instance —as
being, “from the point of view of
logical perfection, one of the most
brilliant essays of human reasoning.
“lt would seem, therefore that
behind the attempt to return to
Shariat law is a desire to revive
ancient glories. But it seems quite
unrealistic to expect that the [egal
requirements of Islamic societies
in the last quarter of the twentieth
century can be met by the revival
of Shariat law, or even by its adap-
tation. There also seems to bea
desire for a puritanical society
behind the idea of reviving Shariat
law, but this again seems unreal-
istic for most Islamic societies of
the present day, It should be
salutary to recall one of the irre-
verent remarks of Gibbon, *“The
wines of Shiraz have always trium-
phed over the laws of Mohammed.”

The ideaof reviving Shariat law
could also  arise out of a desire
to contral gevernmental power.
If in the view of fundamentalists
the wielders of power show con-
tempt for the rule of law, subvert
the Caonstitution, exercise power
on a personal, arbitrary, and abso-
lutist basis, if power is unlimited
by principle or ideclogy, and if
peaple are reduced to the statys
of being “lesser breeds without
the law,'” then the intreduction
of Sacred Law, the Law of God,
not the law of man, might helo
constrain power. The fundamental-
ists may be mistaken about the
need for Shariat law, and they
may be mistaken in their expec-
tations about the benefits of that
law, but their intention could be
progressive, if not revolutionary,
for no progress is ever possible

anywhere unless power is control-
led, if not rough democratic pro-
cesses and law, through respect
for religions or other principles,
through ldeslegy. The idea of
reviving Sariat law thus seems to
show up the ambivalent character
of fundamentalism : nostalgia far
a golden age, a retrogressive puri-
tanism, and at the same time a
desire to set the pre-condition
for progress through law.

The aspect of reversion to the
past in fundamentalissm could be
relevant alse for the problem of
the recovery af national identity,
a problem which could arise out
of the excessive westernisation of
elite groups. This could lead to a
revulsion against the VWest, a re-
jection of gress  materialism, a
quest for cultural and national
identity. Some sort of reaction
against modernization is evidently
Invelved in fundamencalism.

It seems curious that the refor-
mist movements which sought o
adopt  religlon to the neads of
modernizing societies should have
virtually become defunct, consider-
ing the extraordinary vigour dis-
played by such movements In the
latter part of the nineteenth cen-
tury and the early part of the
twentieth century., The Islamic
world produced two extraordinary
reformists during the last century
in Jamaidin Afghani and Mohamed
Abduh. and in this century the
Islamic world produced seme figures
who subjected religion and tradj-
tional culture toa rigorous critique.
An autstanding example of daring
was provided by the case of the
Egyptian Taha Hussein who investi-
gated the sources of the language
of the Koran in pre-lslamic Arabic
postry. Refarmism in the Hindu
world of India appears to have
followed a similar course of vigour
in the last century and decrepitude
in the present. Perhaps the refor-
mist movement accomplished its
purpose  after giving momentum
to anti-colonizl nationalism. and
lost its purpose after that national-
ism became vigorous. It could be
that one aspect of the significance
of fundamentalism is cthat it tries
to cope with some of the problems
of post-calonial nationalism.



The importance of trying to
understand lIslamic fundamentalism
is shown by the reports appearing
nowadays about the resurgence of
the Moslem Brotherhood in parts
of the Arab World, This is the
most important of the fundamental-
ist movement, which has shown
remarkable staying power for deca-
des agalnst great odds. I the
reports about a notable resurgence
of this movement are correct, it
should mean that there is conside-
rable disillusionment in parts of
the Islamic world with the secular
ideclogies of natlonalism and social-
ism which have been dominant for
some time. Most lslamic societies
appear to have relegated religion
to the background while trying to
transform themselves through secu-
lar ideologies. Perhaps a disillu-
sionment  with what has been
achieved could explain the resort
ta religlon as the dynamic to trans-
form society effectively.

It is questionable, of course,
whether fundamentalism can more
effectively transform societies than
the secular ideslogles. The limita-
tions implied by the attempt to
return to the past, the limitatlons
implied by the analogy suggested
earlier with the millenarian move-
ments, are Important even if Icis
recognised that fundamentalism can-
not be written off as nothing but
reaction of the worst sart.

The pasitive role that fundameta-
lism might play s suggested by
some observations about religion
in Wertheim's Evolution and Revo-
lution. After observing that it does
not seem that religion can always
perform its traditional function of
a diverslon, stemming the tide of
rred revelution®, he says ‘O the
contrary, it might be swallowed
by the revolutionary upsurge and
act as a catalyst, in cembination
with non-religious ideclogies.’

The purpose of this article has
been descriptive and  analycical,
not evaluative, and not cricical of
any societies, governments, or
political movements In the lslamic
world. The idea has been to pro-
mote an  understanding of an
important religious and political
movement in the lslamic world,
since iU seems to provoke misun-
derstanding and antipathy.

Priests and politics (3)

Asian theology

by Yohan Devananda

sia has produced distinguished

Christian radical theolo-
gians and leaders. Paul Deavanan-
den and M. M. Thomas of the
Christian |nstitute for the Study
of Religion and Society at Banga-
lore, Indla, were early pioneers.
M. M, Thomas was President of
the Central Committee of the
Warld Council of Churches at
the time the famous grants to
combat racism were made, Others
who may be mentioned are Fro-
fessor C. T, Kurein, Samuel Rayen
5. 1, Sebastian Kappen S. J. (In-
diaj, Cardinal Kim, Bishop Daniel
Tji, Kim Chl Ha (5. Korea), Kosuke
koyama (Japan), Bishop lulio Leba-
yen, Edico de la Torre (Philip-
pines), Joachim Pillai and Aloysius
Pieris 5. J. (5ri Lanka). Some of
these have served or are serving
terms of imprisonment.

An Asian Theological Consulta-

tion was held in Sri Lanka in
January this year. There were
about 90 delegates from almost
all Aslan councries. It was spon-

sored by the Ecumenical Asso-
clation of Third World Theologlans
and was backed by both Catholic
and Protestant world bodies, re-
presentatives of which were presenc
as observers The Co-Chalrman
were Bishops Lakshman Wickra-
masinghe and Leo Manayakkara of

Sri Lanka. The theme of the
Consultation was the role of
Asian Christians in the struggle

for full humanity of Asian peo-
ples.

Sri Lanka

it is in the context of such a
world movement that the accivities
of Christian groups in 5ri Lanka
should be considered for they may
then be viewed in historical per-
spective.  Groups such a5 che
Chriscian Workers Fellowship, the
Student Christian Movement, the
Centre for Society and Religion
and the Satyodaya Centre have
for many years been involved in
the actempt to show the rele-
vance of the Christian Gospel to

social and political action in  Sr
Lanka. The writer of this paper
has also been involved for soveral
years in such action-refleccion at
Devasarana in |bbagamuwa, Inci-
dentally, Devasarana has also besn
discovering the roots of Buddhist
radicalism in politics —this s a
subject of immense Importance
and will need a separate paper
for itself. Incidentally, It must
be emphasized that various Chris-
tian groups as well as individuals
invelved in progressive political
accion have their various stand-
peints and not all of them, of
course, would accept the stand-
peint of this pazper.

The “D‘.‘!il}l‘ Mews' asks-

“If there a section of the Ca-
tholic hierarchy actively campaig-
ning against the United MNational
Party and the Governmant of
President J. R. Jayewardene which
came into office in luly 1977 with
an unprecedented mandate swea-
ping out the Freedom Party and

annthilating its one-time leftise
allies?"

It must be remembered that the
main reason why the UNP got
such an unprecedented mandate
was because a large part of the
people of this country was sick
and tired of the previous govern-
ment and wanted achange at any
cost and the UNP was the only
practical alcernative, MNavarchelass,
the SLFP got 29% of the votes
to the UNP's 5197, which wasa
fairly considerable minaricy. The
lefrist parties got only 5% Tnis
was a serlous set-back for them,.
It was because they were serious-
ly divided and blundered In
certain important respects. But
this does not mean that the
Left has bean wiped out. Thare
still remains a fairly considerable
uncountabie number of peoplz in
this country that realise that nei-
ther the U. N. P nor che SLFP—
both of which are essentially
bourgeols parties — hold the key
to the solution of this country's

I5



problems. A move to the Left
will occur soconmer or later, As
to when this will be cannot be

predicted. Meanwhile, those who
are committed to the soclalisc
cause will never cease to hope

and work for a radical alternative
for Sri Lanka. They have every
right to do so. Actempts to wield
the big stick whether by news-
paper Editors or any others will
certainly not deter them,

The people recognize that Pre-

sidene J. R. layewardena rececived
a clear mandate to rule. He has
achieved his life's ambition ta

wear the President’s Crown. The
people will be quite prepared to
allow him to enjoy the bliss of
this state for some time longer,
provided the price to pay will
not be too high, If the price of
the UNP's bliss is constant rising
of prices, constant sacking of
workers, constant neglect of pea-
sants, constant repression of aca-
demic freedom (mare university
students have been suspended in
the last two years than in the
wheole history of university edu-
cation in this country), constant
repression of democraticand human
rights, and constant talk of a
spurious development that benefits
mainly, if net only the rich, then
it will be time to tell the U. N, P,
it has forfeited the right to rule
and an alternative must be found.

The future
The present ruling elite has
failed again and again to solve

the people’s problems. They are
entrenched In positions of power
and privilege which cut them off
from the realities of the people's
struggle for justice, They are
insensitive and unresponsive to the
real-nzeds of the people. So the
peaple must develop an alternative

leadership with an  alternative
pregramme. There is no  easy
way to this, and irresponsible

shert—cuts must be guarded against
It will need much creative think-
ing and action as well as a hard
struggle. In these difficult tasks,
Christian radicals will jein with
radicals of other religions as well
as  with secular radicals in the
comman struggle for a new society.

l&

Surgical . ..
(Comtinued from page 5)

comment of another, He then
mused. “At anytime the Boyle's
machine can pack up if itis net
checked regularly. Then it s
left to the anaesthetist’s ingenuity
to keep the correct gas flowing
in.!!

Another rommented that the
Heal th Department is rtalking
about iocal post-graduate training
for doctors.

"The only way te [ustify this
s that our young docters will
not ba aware that in England,
the equipment in the theatre is
checked by a technician regul-
arly and during an emergency
the surgeon or the anaesthetist
does not have to be an electrician.
There is a trained man on
the premises.!!

A Colombo General Hospital

surgean told the L. G. althouh
there is no resident operating
theatre technician on the spot,
there are half a dozen lift
repairers always on duty with
two air-conditioning repairmen.

Myths and ...
(Continwed from Page 13)

that this process is already well
underway.

One of Lenin's best known
essays on the colonial question
was captioned ‘‘Backward Europe,
Advanced Asia™, which flew in
the face of Marxist orthodxy that
tradition~bound Asia was barck-
ward as opposed to capitalist and
highly politicized Europe. Lenin
pointed out that the awakened
Asia, where the broad masses
were in anticolonial ferment, was
politically more advanced than
Europe. Lankan leftists, who have
been accustomed to speak patronisi-
ngly that the people of conservative
MNarth will have to be freed from
caste-ism by the victorious Sinhala
prolatariat after the revolution in
the South, must now regard
Lenin's essay as mandatory reading.
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Book review

Buddhist socialism

he general interest that this
booklet of barely 72 pages
<2z evoked among the Sinhala
-s=ders is indeed astounding.
=ven the Siphala Bauddaya, the
=rthodox Buddhist bi-manchly did

mot hesitate to give it a favou-
~=ble rewiew. TYet the content
af the book and the generzl

shrust of the discussions contai-
sed therein do notseem to tally
with the ideclogical blue print of
the “new'’ society and conventicnal
opinian.

Content

If chis symposium ofarticles wersa
to be translated into Epnglish, the
title | would suggest for it, is
“Buddhist Socialism.” This word, |
grant, has been restricted by poll-
tical observers of the past to indl-
cate the non-marxist political
thinking and praxis of 5. W.R. D.
Bandaranalke of 5ri Lanka, U Nu of
Burma and the earlier Sihanouk of
Cambodia. |t could also stand for
the clearly anti-marxist socialism
which J. R. Jayewardene has recom-
mendad to the Buddhists in his
well-known article “Buddhism and
Marxism."” But the socialism adva-
cated in Budu-dahama ha )ana-
tava cannot come under either of
these categories,

If we may work back from the
last article of the symposium we
may have a clearer view of what
Buddhist Soclalism is about. Sena-
rath Wijesundara, che last eentri-
butor to the symposium identifies
Socialism as the “political visien
that accords with whar Marx and
Engels have described as scientific
socialism," in contrast with feuda-
lism and capitalism (pp. 64— 65).

Is Buddhism compatible with such
= species of sociallsm? The question
is re—formulated: Can a Buddhisc
progress in the spiritual pursuits
snuncizzed In the Buddha-dhamma
while living and shaping his secular
life within 2 Marxist-Soclalist sys-
g=m? The author maintalns that it
iz within an acquisitive, selfish sys-

| ‘Budu-dahama ha Janatava® |
Budditism and the people, iz
in gy ways a unigue ven-
| ture. In these days when we
hear so much pious talk  on
| public platforms and read so
| many arifcles about national
hartmony and religious under-
‘ standing, it is of special signi-
ficance tos. The book is a
joint publication of a powerful
| and highly representative Budd-
hist organisation, the Sri Lanka
Baudhda Maha Sammelanaya |
and the CWF, the Chrisiian
Workers Federation. The re-
viewer is Aloysius Pleris S5.J.

|

tem that a Buddhist cannot easily
adopt the selfless, non-acguisitive
modus vivendi taught in Buddhism
The authar then goes on to explain
numerous teachings and practices
of Buddhism to d=meonstrate that
Buddhism =and Sacialism are not
only compatible but even comple-
mantary (p. 71) implying, thereby,
that the spiritual praxis of Budd-
hism and the Socialist praxis of
Marxism complete each other.

The two preceding articles (we
are warking backwards from the
last article) are a vindication of the
same thesiz. [t is an Indirect reply
to the anti-Marxist argument that
religion is protected in the so-
called “free nations” and persecu-
ted in Sociallst countries. The Rev,
Gnanabhivamsa There makes the
point that religion nowhere suffers
harm as in a capitalist society. It is
Cazpitalism that makes economic
well-being the measuring-rod of
human growth. thus inculeating op-
portunism, exploitation and acquisi-
tiveness, It Is In the capitalist
countries that class hatred and
colonialism have coincided with
discriminatory religlous expansio-
nism. Does this not violata the
basics of any religion?

B. ¥. Tudawe then takes the other
prong of the argument; religious
freedom in Socialist countrias. Did

Russia really persecute the Chris-
tians! If one were to go by statis-
tles of land distribution at the time
of the October Revelution, the
Church owned a dispropatianately
large section of the available land
compared to what belonged co the
peasantry, It is such abusjve
practices that the Marxjsts ruth-
lessly eliminated. Even the sepa-
ration of the Church and State
was possible for the first time
in histery only with the October

Revolution., |t is net only *‘reli-
gion"  that is allowed to be
practised there but alse *“non-

religian™, parcicularly acheism.

These two articles are pre-
cedad by two  positive and
dispassionate expositions of the
Buddha's social rteaching. The
Wen A. Indaratana Thera presents
the Buddhist echics of sacialism,
substantiating his statements by
allusions to, racher chan by direct
quotations from, the Buddhist
scriptures. He rasorts o a so-
cialist re-reading of che Buddhist
teachings on *Right Livelihood"
{sammajiva). In a similar scrain
the ¥en Rahula Thera expatiates
on the concept of “equality” In
Buddhism.

The remaining two articles with
which the sympasium begins can be
regarded as the prelude to the
thesis of Buddhist socialism. Rev
Mapalagama Vipulasara Thera indi-
cates the main lines along which
the Buddha liberated his followers
from subservience to suparstition
and religious authoritarianism and
how this new concept of freedom
fs at the basis of a new concept
of man. The implication 1s that
the Buddha's injunction to ques-
tion tradition should inspire Budd-
hists of today to free themselves
from traditional medels and think
afresh on contemporary sltuations.
Chandima WWijebandara then takes
up the thorny question of Karma
which can be misconstrued as
implying fatalism. Far from being
a doctrine of absolute determinism
it 1s in face =a wvindication of
man's innate petentiality to pra-
duce any desired fruit here eon
garth. Hence it is far from be-
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ing an obstacle 1o social
fonstruction of i Just society.

reg—

Political convictions

Rev. D. Yassagsi Thera, the dy-
lamic Secretary of the Sri Lanka
Bauddha Mahg Sammelanaya (S5LEM)
in the introduction to
the bookiet that this is a be.
ginning
directed warker—
Population of oy country.
also acknowledges that he recej.
ved the idea from the Christian
Workers Fellowship (CWF). This

first time that

the double context of the wor.
kers? Struggies and the Buddhist
culture, Ehnce one could sense
here a confluence of Christian
Hadicalfsm. Marxist Socialism
and the aspirations of the Sin-
hala Buddhjst masses. |t js5 fop
this reason that one muysr keep
N mind that the SLBMS which
§ made yp mostly of Sinhaja-
‘Peaking monks, differs in outlogk
rem the Al Ceylon Buddpise
“ongress (ACBC}) which could noe
'ave subscribed ‘to some of thp
pinions “Xpressed in this book|et.
Nalogically, the mainline chyr.
hes, both Catholic and Protes-
L as well as their hierarchica|
| rganizations would hardly accepe
'e policies laid down by the CWF.

It is clear to the reviewer
2t this  jojne Publication fasg
't®  again  proved that  evep
ter=religious dialogue and/or
-er-religious conflicrs need to he
derstood in terms of a socjg_
Inomic class structure,
explain,

lath Buddhisrs
o live ar a

and Christians
worker-peasant
2l may fing ¢ 285Y [0 com.
nicate on  the harsh demang
socialisin in ag much  as the
dhists and Christians whe live
an economically higher layg
d agree easily on the adyan.
5 of 3 “free saciety’’.

| Theatre

|

The Bandaranaike

he overwhelming majority
of Fresent-day Siphalg plays
attempt to canvey a political megs.
2. much  to the jre of the
older generation of drama cricics,
BWever, a play which consciously
focuses upon 3 current politjcal
issue js stil| 3 fairly rare o
varance. Ran B. Dissanayake's Raja
He Ma Ho (92 gur’ @5 @y s
such a play, It is a thinly disguised
effort to Erapple with, and indeed,
help demalish the personality eylt
of 5. W. R. D. Bandarznajke.

The plet is simple enough, A
domineerihg matriarch of a peli-
ticlan (3 Mayoress to be exact),
together wich her sycophantic
coterie of offiicials, erect an ENOr=
mous statue of 3 |uea hero,
Santiago Mama ar 3 central spot in

The last century’s antinomies |
wWere between the national cons-
Ciousness of Sri Lanka as arti- |
culated by Sinhala Buddhism |

i exploitation

antinomijes of today are basically !
between tweo classes cutting |
across Buddhfst—Chrfsti'an boun- |
aries. That is ta s5ay, the I
and Christians Dfl
class standpoints
SEEM to speak of thej, religious
undarstanding of the social rea. |
lity within the same wavelength, |

Cne final remark, A cannols—l
seur of Marxjst—sncjailsm and Budd- |
hism might fing the coantent ang ||
Style of these articles ton simple,

and eyep naively sa.  Rey Yasassi |
Thera jn s introduction r'c:-rE—I
stalls  this objection, The boolk

Is addressed to the Unsophisticared
reader from the worker—class. |t js |
explicitly intended A5 3 simple |
Introduction to the basic teach-
Ings of socialism in the Jight of |
Buddhism, We hope that the
more profoynd aspects of Budg. |
hism and Marxism are brought |
QUL dfalectica!f}r inche suhscquent|
Numbers of thig series,

cult

the town.. The sheer size apg
location of the Statue praves ap
impediment, not to mentian an
€yesore, to the community, Afrer
much debate, the Populace mobj.
lizes ictself, znd in the teeth of
opposition fram the Powers-thatc-
2, topple the edifica. The play-
wright thus cries to convey the
idea that the Bandaranajke cyjq
has  become an obstacle to the
forward march of

P. G. G.
to have got himsalf
caught in something of a conrra.
diction, since Santiago Mama a¢
he appears in the piay, was an
authentic popular here, an
impoverished fisherman  who
warns his people, of 20 imminene
imperialist  invasion and dies by
the enemy’s bullet, Bandaranaike
of course ‘was ne such hero, apnd
therefore the paraliel  doesp't
old, or rather g severely wegl.-
ened as js che Play itself. The
audience is confysed as to what
the Playwrighe's evaluation of
Bandaranaike really is. Does he
object to  the mych jtself or
merely the magnitude of ¢he
myth! Does he criticize only the
Proportions of the searye or doeg
he question the legitimacy of
Its very presenee in _the panthean
of popular heroes? This ambiguity
s the central flaw from  which
the play suffers.

Ran, B, Dissanayake angd p. G, G,
Silva must be congratulated for
attempting 3 critique, howayep
fncomplete and fiefy| of the myth,

It is heartem‘ng Lo note that the
NeW crop of dramatises fike Disga-
nayake and §jjya have begun o
realise the Ureency of this need

to debunk legends. In conclusion
it must be mentioned  thar j,
this  particular dramatic  effore,
they have beep ably assisted by
2 group  of youthfyl ICLors  and
actresses (such ag Viyoni be Me|
Hemasirg Ferdinande, Lyn Fernap-

do, Milendra Deshapriya ot al).

Susil George Seneviratne
Ul ranslored Fram Sinhaia)



Exit Lionel...
{Continued from Pape &)

The feeling of security plus
the profound belief chat the GA
w2s a man whom anyene could
zpproach anytime and have their

problems soclved as  quickly as
human ingenuity would go would
naturally ebb away with his
departure.

Mr. §. M. Gopalaratnam, the
editor of the prestigious in-
dependent provincial daily <EELA
-NADU" feit that the GA’s. sudden
transfer could be attributed to
the fact that the Governmont
did not really wanc harmeny in
laffna, “As in the past, anything
could happen now’ he toid me
on the |9th morning “Lock at
the front-page news item of yes-
terday's incident at PP in the
Mational newspapers. Even this in-
cident may lead to some unferseen
developments in the South."”

Asked his opinion on the newly
zppointed District Secretary - Mr.
Yogendra Duraiswamy. Mr Gopala-
ratnam teld me that  though Mr
Duraiswamy was an experienced
diplomat now resident in Jaffna
tha present situation was different.
“jt would have been betcer if
he had not been in pplitics earlier,
However, if a similar situacion
occurs likke the' 77 riots | doubt if
= will be able te control it
We must remember that in 77
he Tamil Additional GA In  the
bsence of the GA ctried his best

contain the developments that
rosz a2t the carinval but falled
nd had to contact the Defence
Ministry in Celombo.”

4
al
o
Z
=

“The peaple here feel that the
loz=l elections will do more harm
than good”, continued Mr. Gopala-
“For thing, the
is sure to win at laast 7
in lafina.  They will, | think,
=ry 1o cooperate with Mr Dural-
zwz—y but how far, | don't know,
F5= Distrlct Minister worked
sxzremely well with Mr Fernando.
Th= other big question mark is
whether Mr. Sivagnanam the Special

ranam.

=1 I E

one

ey

Commisioner who has done a
fine job of work, would be com-
pelled to follow the same path
of exit as those of Mr. Epodapitiya
and Fernando. And who knows
if the police are waiting for a chance
to avenge the Nallur incident
once Mr. Fernando leaves!"

Whatever developments that
are in store in the coming
months thing is clear. Mr.
Yogendra Duraiswamy the newly
appointed D5 by the President
{while GAs are to operate as
DS in  other areas it is only in
Jaffna that an outsider s brought
in as the DS} will be pushed to
the centre siage in laffna.
Though many people had reserv-
ations about  his  appointment
they were prepared, in the absence
of any alternative, to give him
a chance to prove his worth.
Can he cope with an emergency
situation like the Mallur incident
which the G.A. Fernando handled
so  skilfully?  WIill he actively
work towards minimising the
presence  of the Armed Forces
(a real irrizant among the people)
in the North! Will he see that
all the Banks in the area are
opened  without furcher delay!
(aver || banks were still closed and

one

the peaple wore really suffering
with their closure.} Will be really
treat  all the people  equally

irrespective of thelr politics or
caste! How far will he cooperate
with the TULF— his main con-
tradiction?

Mr. Duraiswamy thought it was
too early to answer my questions,
“| can only say that | have issued
a statement to the effect that |
have divorcad myself from policics
— the Tamil People’s Maovement
of which | was the President —
that | would serve towards
development of the areaas envi-
saged by President Jayewardene,
As for my views about the Armed

and

Forces etc; they are already pub-
lished as evidence given by m=
before the Sansoni Commission.™

Some of the measures suggaited
by Mr. Duraiswamy on bezhalf of
the Progressive Tamils before the
Sansoni Commission werz:—(a) A
knowledge of Sinhala and Tamil
should be made, inter alla, compul-
sory for recruitment to  public,
local government and public cor-
paration services. (b} It is essen-
tial that all communities should
be adequately represented in the
Security Services. (c) The poelice
should have good public relacions.
(d} It is nmecessary to appointan
ombudsman for each province to
inquire into complaints against the
misuse or abuse of power by
Gove ; officials and Security person-
nel. (e)] Mo political interference
should be allowed in cthe Security
Services. (f) Legislation should be
brought to punish those who
incice communal hatred, (g} MNews
of communal conflicts should not
be published wunnecessarily. (h)
The Armed Forces-Army, Navy
and Air Force should be removed
from the Morth and the East.

(To be continued)

Diplomats and ...
(Continued from page ir)

recognition of Special Sinhala and
Tamil for cthe purposes of the
competitive examination.

In 1961 the candidates educaced
in the Official Languages were
allawed to sit far the Civil Service

Examination. Yet no candidate
entered in the Sinhala medium.
The 1940 examination was held
on the basis of ‘'the combined

recruitment formula' and B3 can-
didates sat whiie 13 of them were
interviewad. The first 5 candidates
were appointed as recruits for the
Ceylon Civil Service and the next
four candidaces weare appointed to
the Ovarseas Service. The aboli-
tion of the Ceylon Civil Service
and the creation of the Ceylon
Administracive Service on st May
1963 altered che nature and argani-
sation of the elite cadre of the
adminiscrative service of the Island.
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I Satire

Share and

by Nicodemus

It is heartening to read that
SriLankans now resident in
Canada are getting along like =2
pine forest cn fire, Scribe Kirthie
Abeyesekera, reportlng the get
~together of these emmigrants on
Sinhala  and Tamil New Year
(CON) painted 2 picture of a
Ratarian, one-for-all and all-for
-one spirit, a rare commodity
back home even among Rotarians.

Qur Man in Canada
Corea, spoke about his ‘*‘valiant
countrymen  who are keeping
alive the light of their own
culture’ and pointed out that
the Jolly get to-gether of the
Canada-Sri Lanka Association was
a manifestation of “shared hopes,
shared achievements and shared
disappointments.' Before sharing

Ernest

these earnest sentiments High
Commissioner Corez had kissed
the cheek of eight-year old

Dilhani Jayamanne who "garlanded
him. A newcomer to diplomacy
Corea did not surreptitiously use
his handkerchief on his lips like
many others who lie abroad for
their country. ‘

This benhomle ameng self-exiled
countrymen in Canada is certainly
net evident south of the border.
Last week there were repores
that fisticuffs broke loose when
asimilar group met in New York.
Such lack of camaradarie is confir-
med by another story sentus by
a L. G. subscriber passing through
Idahe [to see his ex-wife] on a
U.S. LS, travel grant. He was
an invitee to the Aluth Avurudhy
reception organised in Pocatello,
ldaho,

He writes...... ..

Twenty three Sri Lankans
mustered in the Salvation Army
Hall in downtown Pocarella far

an evening program of traditional
Aluth Avurudhu celebrations. The
Chief Guest was Mr. Cornelius
“"Corpse’ Graveman, the leading
city undertaker,
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share alike

The proceedings began with a
short address by the Secetary of
the Assaciation, Mareus Borunayake,
formerly crack drug pedliar for
Racket and Pips during the pre
-Bibile era and now a Holy Roller

with Poecatelle Divine Thought
Mission,

Marcus Borunayake complained
bitterly that he was besieged

with anonymous telephone callers
the previous day who insulted him
in “sudda Sinhala" for taking
upon himself the task of organising
the celebrations without calling a
Committee Meeting. It was hinted
that the honour should haye Eone
to a Montessori teacher who was

the first Sri Lankan gErean card
holder in the state Ope caller,
he said, had even called  him
“you Sinhalese b.,. . and he

thought he recognised the voice
in spite of a nasal Cwang.

He was roundly hooted by the
cosmapalitan crowd of Montessari
teachers and their unemployed
husbands, male nurses, tennis
scholarship haolders, cheap curio
importers and  about 3 dozen
others who mumbla incoherently
when asked about their employment
status in the land of hope and glory.

As he backed away from the
stage, a scuffle broke out berween

two unemployed husbands which
Wwas  curtained by thejr tough
wives.  The fight was over who

should shake hands first with the
chief guest while simultaneously
whispering in  his  ear one's
eagerness to work at non-unien
rates in his mortuary.

Mutual goodwill was sadly |a8king,
This was evident by the lack of
conversation as twenty three
different groups stood staring at
each  other from comfortable
distances. The cheerless silence
was suddenly broken by a shri|l

velce calling across the [all urging
one Beryl not to touch the
kiributh,

“lts all  pillun”.  the voice

screamed.  “You know who made
it, no!"

| Micodemus's opening paragraph

| is now tinged with an unantici- |
pated irony, since shortly after
we received this piece, the “Daily |
News" carried n dispateh from |
the MNew York correspondent,
reporting the goings- onat p Sri
Lankan get - together in Cannda |
in which journalist Kirthi Abeye-

| sekera wns injured gnd hospita-

| lised; hardly the “Rotarian’*
spirit.

| Ed. |
The tradicional oil lamp  was

then lit by the chief guest  |p
grim silence which seemed not
to upset or effect him, Mr.

Graveman softly asked the “follcs
araund  to  help light a macch"
with him. [n the stampede to
the lamp to be the first Srf
Lankan at the wick, Mr. Graveman
was knocked off his feet and one
of the willing hands that reached
out te plck him up alse picked
his pecket,

The kiributh, kavun and kokijs
was then served by those who
had volunteered to prepare  the
traditional delicacies. Al except
the family members of the cooks
of a particular dish declined to
eat.  An  eight-year old girl,
whose hand was * struck sharply
by her mother when she reached
out for a cube of kiributh, was
heard to  wail; e, mammy, |
wanna taste some of that mass,
It looks like baked porridge”,

While the food was being
served four Sri Lankans walked
out of the hall in a huff. Their
protest was that they were
unaware that the Secretary  had
called for volunteers o prepare
the traditional food and 'thar if
they knew of this arrangement
one of them would have certainly

concributed some vadai, seosium
and honda,

The celebrants cantinued to
share their hopes, achievements

and  disappointments in deathly
silence while Secretary Borunayake
made desultory small ralk with
Mr. Graveman. This silence was
broken by a calling signal bleeping
from asmall radio receiver attached
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belt: He
and 2 sad wvoice

te Mr. Graveman's
switched it on
came oaver,

“Calling the boss, it
“There is2a stiff to collect from
Shady Avenue. Good white area
and worth a grand in services if
you do the honours personally.”

Mr. Grazveman thanked the
gathering and left in a dignified
hurry with a “glad to have been
with you folks and remember me
in time of need. | like you
Indlans as much as ocurs™,

said,

Mr. Borunayake, locking as
harassed and tired as after selling
one of his Divine Thought courses
to a dying, rich widow, announced
thzt the happy occassion would
be cencluded by a Kandyan dance
recital by Felicity Kanupala, wife

of Tikiri, third supervisory engineer
of Pocatelle Sidewalk Maintainence.

There was an immediate rush
to the exit by the others. Marcus,
Tikiri, his three kids and your
correspandent  were the only
audience yours truly being aninvitee
of Felicity owing to past native
associations,

The spirit in which the Aluth
Avurudha was celebrated in this
great city was, indeed, encouraging.
It was a |essan in how our dear
countrymen keep alive the spirit
of their own culture, now an
emerging force after the fall of
the previous regime. There was
net a single fatal incident. Furcher,
no alchohal was served.

The married women showed
sly signs of gratitude to Marcus

Borunayake for not having to cook
dinner since a MacDonald hamburger

and a coke on the way home
would be a sufficient substitute.
The others merely cursed him

for having had to miss the weekly
idiot=box edition of Pater Falk as
Inspector Celombo,

STOP PRESS.... Your correspon-
dent, who flew to San Franciseo
next day, was told that four San
Francisco Bay Area-5ri Lanka Asso-
ciations met for similar festivities

at four different venues in San
Francisco, Berkeley, San Bruno and
Richmend. They had individually

censured the two Sacramento-Sri
Lanka Associations, about a two
hour drive away, for not invicing
them to join in the celebrations
in that city.
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| As T like it

Tauchstone |

Trotsky as

Afumni of the Peradeniya cam-
pus in the fifties may rem-
ember Jean wvan Heijencort, who
taught mathematics there at chat
time. Mot many people, hawever,
probably knew that this discingui-
shed mathematiclan had been in
his youth Leon Trotsky's secrecary,
translator and bedyguard, when
the outcast revolutionary was in
exile, first in Prinkipo (Turkey),
and later in France, Nerway and
Mexico. Van Heijenoort, who was
a French citizen in spite of his
Dutch name, left the Trotsky
household seven months befare the
assassination. He has now written
a memolr, With Trotsky in Ex-
ile (Harvard University Press),
whose main new revelations seem
to be some incidents connected with
Trotsky's love-life during his fast
years, which cast an unexpectedly
comle light en the drama of his
Mexican exile,

lsaac Deutscher's biography had
already hinted that Trotsky (who
was then nearing sixty ) was attrac-
ted by Frida Kahlo, the beautiful
and gifted wife of Diego Rivera,
the famous Mexican painter who
arranged for Trotsky's Maexican
asylum, It now turns out ‘from
Yan Heijencort's account that
there was a full-scale affair bet-
ween Trotsky and Frida, which
the painter {who was highly jeal-
ous by nature) fortunately knew
nothing about. Natalya, Trotsky's
wife, however did;and to relieve
the strain, Trotsky decided to
leave his house for a remote
hacienda where Frida could visit
him. Van Heijenoort’s chiefworry,
meanwhile, was whether rumours
of the situation would reach the
ears of the GPU,

Ultimately the affair was called
off, while Trotsky was still ac
the hacienda, but hiz reaction
was to transform his guilt into
an unfounded jealousy of Natalya,
whom he accused of infidelicy
with a colleague in Moscow, shortly
after the Revelution ! He next
had 2 resurgence of desire for

24

Don Juan

her, and sent her a report on
the state of his sexual organ,
which he referred to by ‘a pop-
ular Russian word' ,

Soon after these emotional in-
volvements, Trotsky proposed an
emergency plan to meet the con-
tingency he always feared of a
Stalinist actack on his house ( this
materialised two years later in
the machine-gun assault led by
Siqueiros,  another  well-known
Mexican painter). Trotsky's plan
was that a ladder should be left
agalnst a garden wall, by means
of which he could climb over
and take shelter in the neighbour-
ing house of a sympathetic young
Mexican woman. He even sugges-
ted a dress-rehearsal, but Van
Heijenoort meanwhile  discavered
that Trotsky had been trying to
make love to the young woman,
and persuaded him o call the
whole scheme off.

This, Incidentally, is the cent-
enary year of Trotsky's birth, as
well as that of his implacable

antagonise, Scalin.

Poctry corner

Take a look at these
(alleged) poetry:

lines of

Uh ..stupid song...that weather bon-
net

Isall gone now. But
ecary blscults dwindled.

the apoth-

Where a little spectral
Cliffs, teeming over Into jrony's

Gatten inflicted

passages

siently on the

Morning  undermines, the doughter
Is,

Who wrote it? Not, as you may
suppose, a computer inadequately
programmed in the rules of English
syntax and  semantics, but John
Ashberry, probably the poet mast
in vogue in the United States at
the present time and winner of
several poatry prizes in recent
Years.,

For GSlectrical
Installations

designed to meet

Your exael needs
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Telephone: 36657
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SERVICES TO EUROPE
AND SINGAPORE.
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an exclusive 747B service
every Tue to Dubai,
Zurich, Frankfurt and
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every Thu to Singapore.

In addition,
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Superjet services cach week
10 Zurich, Copenhagen
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astandard of inflight
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