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People like you ara the
shareholders o Chemanex,
the first People’s Company.
Chemanex represents a bold
attempt to mobilise the savings
of the people and channel them
into productive effort.

Our company is made up of
small shareholdings held by the
ordinary people of Sri Lanka.

It is the small individual
contribution that makes
Chemanex, with no individyal
or family controlling more than
5% of our shares.

We represent the desire of
millions of people like you to
contribute 1o the Nation's
progress by participating

in business, in research and in
development,
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Trends

| Letters

Whose

‘It was afine week for Sri Lanka’
said o Philippine Cabinet minister
ofter UNCTAD Secretary  General
Gaman! Corea’s measured analysis of
the world economic situation wos folle-
wed by Trade Minister Lallth Athulath-
mudali's  equelly eloquent address.
But while these able.5ri Lankans were
advancing the case for a New Inter-
national Economic Order and chastising
the western world for its Intransigence,
the 5ri Lanka Broadcosting Corparation,
{surely o Third World voice) was broad-
casting commentarltes on the Maanllg
meeting fram the "“Yoice of America!
In the SLBC evidently the old arder
prevaileth. Shouldn’t Chairman Karl-
yakarawana, Director-General Guruge
and other top editorial executives
educate their program producers on
the elementary foct that Srf Lanka is a
Third World non-aligned country?

voice?

Camp David

The non—aligned natiens, Srl Lanka
presiding, have condemned the Comp
David Accords and  declored that the
Egyptian—{sraell treaty etc are null and
void. They haove also said these ogree-
ments are a violation of UN resolutions
and the decisions of the Non-oligned
cenference.

The SLFP organ, the **MNation'' stat-
es that once the summit is over, the
UMP  government will forget about
nan-alignment. The state-owned Lake
House and TIMES, on the other hand,
¢laim that the Colombo pariey was the
best vindication of the government's
genuine nan-alignment, But it is by
their frults we shall judge them.

The government cannot be expected

to make foreign policy prenouncements
every week, But the press managed
by the Government must necessarily
reflect the bosie commitments of the
country and the Gavernment,

Will Cholrman Bodinagoda ond the
Lake House editors now take their lIne

on Camp David on the basis of the
Colombe decisions? In the past, the
editoriols, commentaries and news
columns were heavlly weighted on the
side of the Treaty, with special place
for the “*Egyptian™ peint of view.

Ambassadar Ernest Corea, o former
CON editor, wos the unjust target of a
bellicose headline In the ‘Aththa’ when
he was misreported by the CDN.
This week Lake House journolists will
listen to a lecture on “Whot [s Mews',
The lecturer—Ambassader Corea!

All the Shah's men

With the new government in lran
flushing out the Shoh's supporters for
miscelloneous crimes, thereis oan
attempt by expatriate Shah admirers to
find fareign jobs for fellow Shah
sympathisers still in [ran. The pro-Shah
men ore using ‘forelgn connections’ teo
maoke good their escape,

Will the Tourist Board permit foreign
personnel ta be brought here as *'spe-
clalists™ to toke the pests already held
by competent Srl Lankans?

Experienced Srl lLankans are doing
extremely well In the hotel business,
particularly in 4 and 5 star  hotels In
the Gulf. Will this process be reversed?

Eye — balls
Your readers were all waiting
to see the conceited and arrogant
Costain de Yos smash the ‘surplus
theory' and the cock-sure Chincaka,
But he surrendered on the question
of ‘exploitative societies' and now

seems  to have - run away from
the “surplus theory" debate.
MNow he is talking of eye-ball
canfrontations of Russila  and
China. In the eye - ball con-
frontation with Chintaka, Cos-
tain blinked and sneaked away.
Your esteemed journal should

start serlous discussions like chat
and avoid rude and crude personal
fights and fisticuffs,

Trincomales M. C, Bartlett.

Stop this
Why should the “Letters”
column in “Lanka Guardlan” be

made a forum for - petty polemics
by a few self-centred contributors
who seem to be engaged in a
protracted campaign of abusing,
calling names and mud-slinging? |
am of opinion that this nonsense
should stop forthwith,

Premasiri Mahingoda.
University, Colombo
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Cuddied by nature's swect. content,
to rest when In hour of  need-
enfolded in magical bliss,
2 net hz_ weaves and weavel, . -
it stands perfected in untold beauty !
The Baya weaver or the
Wadu Kurulla as wa say in Sinhala
builds his abode with shear courage,
“nlimited patience, and everflowing

determination
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| News background

Colombo: a defeat for the West

t the Manila meeting of

UNCTAD, the Third World's
trade union federation, the West
successfully defended its hard line
and got away with minimal
concessions to the poor on their
major, common demands. There
was some division in thelr ranks
but the Big Three, the US, West
Germany and Jlapan, presented a
solid phalanx.

ln Celombo at the bureau
meeting of the Non-Aligned, the
pelitical forum of the developing
countries, the West, though a
nan-member, strove hard to
protect its global interests, but
its covert and not-s0 covert
efforts ended in conspicuous failure.

Mever concealing its contempt
far the non-azligned movement In
the [960's, the West had to come
to terms with what grew into a
significanct force in contemparary
politics. Despite its manifest he-
terogeneity, the movement's main
agitational thrust has remained
anti—western. Fer thls reason, the
western nations have been in-
creasingly apprehensive of the
movement's expansion innumbers
and by Its basic solidarity. These
anxieties turned into obvious alarm
with the approach of the éth
summit in Havana.

Before the Belgrade conference
last year, a handful of non-aligned
countries became party to a
wastern manaeuvre to sabotage
the Havana summit. Because of
her own proncunced pro-western
palicies in recent years and her
declared antipathy te Cuba and
Cuba's friendship with the Soviet
Unien, China jeined this campaign.

Before and after Belgrade, the
western and  Chinese  media
launched a sustained propaganda
cffensive  against  Cuba  in her
capacity as host. Cuba's creden-
tials were challenged, and an
attempt was made to have the
meeting postponed or the venue
changed. Support was extended

to this propaganda campaign by
the media in some Third “YWorld
countries Including Sri Lanka.

At Belgrade, this move was
Blunted and blocked. In the face
of this reversal, cthe anti-Cuba
campaign changed tactics. The
chief aim was to dilute the powars
of the Chairman by wvarlous
measures disguised as wholesome
‘procedural changes’. In Colombo,
this attempt also met with failure.

Two  jssues then began to
dominate  the discusslon and
internal debate: Egypr and Kampu-
chea. Would the Arab League
which expelled Egypt at the
Baghdad meeting for Egypt's action
in signing the WS-inspired Treaty
with [srael extend its policy of

trying to ‘iselace’ Egypt. At the
Islamic cenference in Morocco, a
larger forum, the anti-5adat

campaign scored a notable success,
What would happen in Celembey

The newspzers were full of a
move to ‘sack’ Egypt. It was
clear later that it was a two-

pronzed move —to condemn the

Camp David Accords and the
Egypilan—israell  Treaty and to
'suspend” Egypt.

The Colombo meeting con-
demned the Accards and the
Treaty as a violatien of UM
resolutions and  said  that all
agreemants which excluded the

Palestinian question and the PLO
were null and wvoid. Though the
suspension move (surely a tactic?)
failed che outright condemnation
and the fact that the matter is
now left to Havana takes the
‘Isolatien’ of Egypt a step furcher,

Incidentally, some African coun-
tries, particularly the Francophone
countries, fought a hard rearguard
action on behalf of Egypt. In

the weeks after the Angola-
Zaire-Shaba crisis, this journal
had occasion to refer to the
“french connectlon’™ in  Africa.
This ‘“'connection” was  quite
visible in Celembo too.

The other issue was Kampuchea.
A  relentless  barrage by the
Westcern media for wellover a
year ‘“buried” POL POT, long be-
fore he was ousted. Genoccide,
a barbarous regime, the virtual
massacre of mlilions — the publicity
put POL POT on the same plane as
Idi Amin, OQur press was full of
these exposurss.

Then came the direct Yietnamese/
Chinese  Involvements in  the
Kampuchea crisis. Suddenly, the
West (and China) changed the
line. For months now, there has
bean an attempt te resurrect”
POL POT. Recognition by the non-
aligned was one such method and
some sections of our own press
became POL POT — IENG SARY

converts,

In Colombe, this move falled.
The invitation to attend che 6th
summit will go to the head of
state in  Pom Penh, as Mr.
Hameed told che press.

Yugoslavia harboured  some
anxieiles too. Yugoslavia has been

the Iideologue of the movement-
Buc Dr, Castro, the next chair-
man, doces not obviously need
any special tuition in ideology
ar politics. Besides there is the
question — afcar Tito, what?

So those who tried in Belgrade
to “isolate" Cuba have now been

isalated themselves. Afrer
Cuba, It will be lrag's turn. And
Cuba will also haost the next

UMCTAD meeting.

Post-Colombao diplomatic reports
will bring no comfort to Western
chancellzries or to Peking.

Students of world affalrs may
disagree on the strength of the
non-alighed movement as a factar
in international politics. Frem
Havana onwards the main question
they will have to answer is
what impact will the movement
have on the correlation of forzes
an the world scale?



UNP, Non-
alignment

he UMP has never cared to

hide its indifference to for-
eign policy and its supercilious
attitude to Nen-Alignment. Before
the Colombo parley however, the
UMP's motte could have been
“what the SLFP can do, we can
do better — or, at least as well",
During the 1976 Summit the UNP
made a propaganda Issue of this
important conference both by
ridiculing it as a “"Karberi Magula"
(loosely transled a Nigger Minstrel's
Show). At the BMICH last week
Mrs. Bandaranaike embarrassed a

UNP big shot by politely ing-
uiring “*So, how is your Karberi
Magu%a?"

In true Show Biz style the
mainstream media sprung into the
spirit of the thing. The bureau
meeting which should have been
played by the press in 2 studied
low-key manner was held up to
the full glare eof publicity by the
leading newspapers highlighting
and sometimes magnifying con-
tentuous jssues, The pational
press, Including most of all che
State-owned newspaprs, forgot an
elementary fact—5ri  Lanka was
hest and Mr. Hameed the
Chairman.

Besides exposing the UNP's
inexperience and ineptitude in
these fields, an overexcited press
made matters more difficult for a
hard pressed Mr. Hameed who
on one occasion threatened to
chuck his hand in sheer despair.
On the last day however, Mr.
Hameed who has won the regard
af his counterparts pulled a couple
of aces which he had kept up
his sleeve and produced ‘“‘consen-
sus',

Froem President Jayewardene
came a characteristically self-
assured performance. Tone and
manner were a perfect fic for
the grand occasion. As for the
speech icself, it was a masterly
re-write of history. The word
“non-alignment” was first used
in Colombo by Mehru. Colombe,
Bogor, Bandung, Belgrade. Such

4

is the historical evelution, and
the UMNP and J. R. himself are a
part of it. The re-writing of
history is often a compulsive
exercise for politicians In many
parts of the world. J. R. may be
entitled to these claims since it
was Sir John who, spoke at
Bandung. Any newspaper llbrary
can disgorge the Colonel's con-
tribution to the pelitical philesephy
of emerging Afro-Asianism . and
non-alignment, That is a chapter
which cannot be re-written. It
is best erased.

TULF, SLFP,
Press

he Foreign Office is flexing

llts I'J'IIJSl'.lES once more to
combat TULF propaganda abroad.
The TULF repeated its 1976
Summit exercise at the bureau
meeting last week., The TULF
has two distinct advantages {a)
it Is on the offensive and (b) it
has ready-made publicity bureaux
abroad in its far—flung expatriate
groups. In the past cne year it
has had two ‘scoops’—the man
who infiltrated the UN General
Assembly and created a news
sensation, and the Boston Declara-
tien. The Boston Resclution was
especially damaging to the govern-
ment because the Carter ad-
ministration has issued several
testimanials an Sri Lanka's Human
Rights record, and because the
present economlc pelicies rely
heavily on international con-
fidence, western aid and fareign
capital,

lt will take the government's
best brains to mount an effective
counter—campalgn. While it plans
this counter-offensive, it should
note that the TULF's distribution
agents abroad have got much
propaganda mileage from the
statements and speeches of UNP

politicians. This includes a full
‘tape’ of a speech by a UNP
frontbencher!

L *
It is a happy publicist who

finds that media at his doorstep.
A fairly represencative section of

the world press was in Colombe
recently. Quite rightly the SLFP
saw  this as a most welcome
opportunity to have its say.

attended press
Bandaranalke
near-fiassco.

A very well
conference of Mrs,
however proved a

It came as a surprise to man
correspondents on  the Snutz
Asla ‘beat’ because Mrs. Bandara-
naike, as premier, had Impressed
even hard-bolled western news-
papermen by her self-confidence,
her grasp of important issues and
her disarming frankness.

This conference was so unpre-
pared and poorly arranged that
many participants were exasperated
because they could not hear the
questions, leave alone the answers,
on account of the sound of
traffic in the street!

It wasa fine chance to present
the SLFP view on constitutional
amendments, elections, Commis-
sions, F. T. Z., broken promises,
family bandyism, etc etc.

If the one-hour encounter had
been sensibly divided between
pelicy (non-alignment) and [local
issues, the conference would not
have been such a confused mess
with queries about POL POT

followed by questions on  press
freedom, then and now,
Mrs. Bandaranaike did drive

one strong peint home —that the
CDMN had excised JR's reference
to her presence at Belgrade,
Though ene western newspaperman
dismissed it as “‘woman’s vanity",
the large majority agreed that
the CDMN had been downright
silly, if not churlish.

The mainstream media had its
revenge though by headlining
Mrs. B’s plea for a *free press'.
But anot so alert pro-UNF press
missed a heavily dropped brick,
The SLFP leader criticised the
government for  “too  many

concessions to foreign capital” but

conceded that cthe FTZ would
help solve the wunemployment
problem!

Three days later, the CDN was
to  boast that the FTZ has
previded 15,000 jobs — 13, of the
registered 1.5 milllon  jobless.



Local polls and the Left

he results of the recent local

polls have provoked recrimina-
tion [n the riven ranks of the
Lefc. This is natural enough, but
will it lead to a deeper re-assess-
ment of strategies and tactics!
The Left marched separately at
the polls and received a drubbing
—albeit

with a lesser severity
than in the 1977 General Elec-
tions. It did stage something in

the nature of a comeback
traditional

in its
strongholds, recovering

sufficiently from its dismal perfor-
emerge as the
However,
comeback

mance in'77 to
alternpative to the UNP,
making a2 parcial
its ‘home bases’ is still

to  the
credible
national

UNP  or
“third

scale,

even

The Left

areas  where

fared best in
it contested

force™ on

In
a far
cry from emerging as the alternative
as a
a

the

a5 an
undivided (though not undifferentia-

formations

A six page leafler issued a faw
weeks bacl: by the Socialist Students
Unlon of the |¥P traces the
chequered history of left unity
and the shifting alliancas entered
Inta by the Lefr, thus—

1944 — CP [caders enter the
Exco of the Ceylon Mational
Congress (which later becomes
the UNP).

1947 — CP electoral support for
UMF as zgalnst L55P,

i 1952 — Elecroral no-contest pact
| between SLFP, LSSP and CP.

! 1956 — SLFF/MEP bloc; olectoral
| no-contest pact between it and
the LSS5P-CP,

[ 1963 — LSSP/CP/MEP forms the
| United Left Front on the basis
of the 2! demands.

1964 — The great  betrayal.
Breakup of ULF and che LSSP
enters into a coalition with the
SLFF, while both pro.-Moicow and
the MEP's attempes to join che
coalition prove frujtless.

1970 — SLFPjLSSP/CP United
Front contests General Eleections,

1975 — LSSP kicked out of UF
gove while CFSL stays put.

1977 — The CP quits the govt,
following  the Weerasooriya
shooting and the railway strike.

1977 — LS5P, CP, PDP, Dharma-
sekera and Mahinda Wijeysekera
contest the General
tha LUILF.

Elections as

1977 — Afcer  the General
Elections the ULF begins to crack
up wich the [|ast three groups
dropping out,

1978 — May Day: The LSSP-CP
duo (plus TE Subasinghe) ar Hyde
Park. Yasudeva, PDPF, Shan,
Dharmaselkera, Mahinda ¥¥, Gamini
Tapa, Janatha Sangamays et al at
KiriMlupone Park,

1979 — May Day: LSSP-CP duo
at Hyde Park, Vasu, Shan, Dinesh,
Tampoe et al at De Mel Park
Dharmasekera, Gamini Yapa 2t
HMuththiah Park.

Alliances at Campus
elections.

1977 — 7B Vidyodaya: CPSLalone,
Dharmasekera, [anatha Sangamaya,
L55P (Vasu Group) together.

1977 — 78  Yidyalanka: L55P
(¥azu Group)- CP5L and Macists
jein hands,

1978 — 79 Colombo: CP5L nnd

LS5F  (Vasu  Group) contest
separataly,
1978 — 79 Peradeniya:  L55P

{Yasu Group) CPSL
join hands,

2nd Maoists

Left-uni'ty - kaleidoScopic |

ted) entity, with the ‘ocld" and
'‘new' left either in close coopera-
tion or not in open contention.
(Ratnapura is a «<ase in point).
This fact has not been lost on
the Left's activists, The C. P. for
Its part, is not wholly dissatisfied
with its showing and points teo

its cooperation with the ‘new’
left  in Ratnapura and a few
other areas. CP'ers took pains
during and after the polls to
emphasize that cthey had been
willing to present a single ‘red’
state of the Left (a proposal
originally mooted by the Vasu

group}, but had been thwarted
by the intransigence by the old
LSSP leadership. ' The J¥YP beat
Bernard in Colombo by 500 odd
votes while Yasudeva campaigning

on the MEP ricker polled some
1300 wvotes which made all the
difference. [f the LSSP leaders

had come to some  agrees
ment they wouldn't have had to
suffer the utter ignominy of being

beaten into last place by the
IWP's Gamanayake. YWe hope this
will teach them a damned good

lesson™ a high ranking CPer told
this journal,

As the implications of the new
PR system with ics high cut—off
point have dawned on the Left,
so also has the realization that
unity is imperative if the Left is
to survive as a viable ealectoral
‘third force' let alone make a
bid for political power.

Meanwhile, the 'old" LSSP and
sections of the CP leadership
seem ta think that a more ‘Euro-
communist’ look should be adopted
to suit the increasing consumerism
of the middle strata and especially
the youth. They are also increasing-
Iy Inclined toward seeking an
accomodation  with the SLFP —
minus of course the ‘right-wing'
of its leadership as represented
by the Bandaranaike family. In
this connection the ‘old" Left

leaders place  their hopes on
several factors viz the new
upsurge of antifamily sentiment
within the G5LFP following that
party’s sorry showing at the



local polls, the cases filed in
court the revelations at the
Presidential commission— all leading
to a possible upset at the SLFP's
sessions in  September,

The radical Left (including many
of the CP's younger militants)
have a2  different perspective.
While they would not be averse
to a limited electoral agreement,
{such 235 a no-contest pact) and
issue-oriented united actions on
democratic demands with a3 de—
Bandaranalke-ized SLFP, they think
that the rigidity and exclusive
character of the new electoral
system necessitates that the main
stress should be laid on extra-
parliamentary direct struggles of the
matters. Their models are Hartal 1953
and of course, Iran. This perspective
Is the reverse of that of the ‘ald'
left leadership which accords such
mass  struggles only a  subsi-
diary role, ie, as a pressure
tactic to supplement the contest
in the parliamentary arena.

The results of the lecal polls
therefore, have enhanced the
political  isalation of the ‘ald'
LSSP leadership, exacerbated the
tensions within the ULF which
were evident in the run-up to
May Day. (See L.G. May Ist
and May I5th issue) Unless
the CPmanages to puta hammerlock
on the LS5P and carry it%icking
and screaming into a broader
formation which encompasses the
‘new’ left., strains and stresses
are likely to manifest themselves
within the ranks of the CF itself.

One catalytic factor working for
convergence of the ‘old’ and ‘new’
Left isthe JVP's growing strength
and the ferocious sectarianism it
displays towards all its rivals
without exception. The JVP which

made a very intelligent decision
to field |0 Tamil eandidates
{and accord the number 2 spot

on its list to a Tamil) at the
Colombo polls can derive some
satisfaction from edging the ‘old’
Lefc into last place. It however
fell short of its own pgoal - as
stated in private by some of its
top leaders — to vault the [/8th
cut—off point and thereby place
ar least a single representative
in the Colombe Municipal Council.

&

From an almest exclusively rural
petty-bourgeois movement up till
1971, the 1VP's May Day showing
and its electoral performance
indicate that it has made
significant inreads Into the urban
areas—especia|ly among the youth
It also seems to be playing the
role once played by the LSSP
vis a wis the middle-class Tamill
intelligentsia and professionals In
Colombo and areas of the Sinhala
sauth, Today's Colombo-based
middle class Tamil youth, newly
hostile towards the UNPF, turned
off by the TULF leadership,
alinenated frem the MNerth and
insufficiently radicalized to take
up the Eelam cry of their Morthern
and Eastern counterparts, seem
to identify with the JVP stand—
50 ironieall similar to
that of the LSS5P in ics
‘internationalist’ heyday. The J¥P's
lack of a  working class base
casts serious doubts on its highly
ccngratuFator}r post-polls  seli-
assessment  as  the country’s
largest left party, though it may
be correct in a superficial
arithmetical  sense, Some JYFP
cadres also seem to fear that
the party's electoral efforts and
experience  will reinforce  its
new parliamentarist arientation,

The TULF for its part
derive great satisfaction from the
fact that despite the |ukewarm
support extended by its militant
youth wing (now detached from
the parent body) it retzined its
hegemony in tne Morth while
winning Trinco inte the bargaln-
thus disproving UNP claims that
state patronage in the aftermath
of the cyclone and Rajadurai's
defection had effectively weaned
the Eastern province away from
the Morth,

can

Meanwhile, Mr. M. Sanmugatha-
san, splendid in his isolation inter-
nationally, can gain solace from the
fact  that an unprecedented
number (just over 1/3rd) of the
total reglsterad electorate did
hot cast their ballots at the
lecal polls,

Letters . ..

(Camtinued from Page 1)

II

| am heartily sick of watching

this adolescent game played by
Fowlers, Haans, lanszes and af|
sorts of other pedants. They

remind me of those 5th graders
who display their newly acquired

vocabulary and shout at peers
“so you know it ha!" These
middle-aged adolescents seem to

continue to use Yyour esteemed
journal to throw quaint [ictle
Latin phrases at each other and
at readers, almost saying “so yon
don’t know it”. The phrases are
mostly irrelevant and they make
one wonder where they were
picked from. |beg of you to call
it adraw and devote that space in
your Journal to more important
matters.

Kandy Dr. R. Abeysinghe.

Fowler et at

Lakit St. C. Pierls in L. G. of
l. 5. 79 said that Elmer de Haan
was none other than Dr. Walbeaff
Jansz, “wearing false whiskers
and rubber nese."” Dr. Jansz by
proving his identity has shown
that the boot was all the time
on the other foot! The seyil
genius," whom many readers of
L G now know, was perpetrating
a hoax on them. This unholy
trinity was one person masquera-
ding under many names. He has
now been silenced after Dr. Jansz's
expose.  ‘‘Lakit™ in his doggeral
(L. G. I5. 5. 79) referred slightingly
toa “symphony’” of Haen's.  Now,
Haan ~ has not written any
symphonies, but he has written
5 Quartets. Two of them were
chosen by the Union of Soviet
Composers to be performed at
the 50th death anniversary of
Lenin. This body consisted of
Internationally known men such
as David Oilstrach, Kachaturian,
Shostokovich  ete, Can  ‘Lakic’
‘Fowler' etc prove their Identities
in the way ‘Dr Jansz has done?
Or are they ordinary “intellectual”
cowards!

Amaradasa Fernando.

This correspondence s
closed — Ed.

now



Jaffmra Report (2)

A deceptive lull?

by Gamini Dissanaike

he lull prevailling in Jaffna, as

my colleague Jayantha Soma-
sundaram reported in L. G. April |,
may be deceptive Could this be a
prelude to another storm?

Since the visit of 35 Journalists
to the MNorth several wesks ago
the cry for Eelam or its tone hasn’t
changed a bit despite the drama
that took place in the NSA since
Mr. Amirthalingam’s return from
India. The TULF went about with
the same vigour in their election
campaign and their final meeting
at the Jaffna esplanade turned out
to be a great suceess. While the
final UNF meeting drew a very
poor crowd, the JVP publicity rally
held a few weeks age had madea
better impression. At the final
UNF meeting a speaker was mis-
understood when he referred to
the wisdom of the Sinhalese in a
context different from the old
adage; eye-brows were raised of
the Sinhala VIPs' present and a faw
stones were hurled, Things also
heated up at 2 Tamil Congress
meeting when a speaker made a
persanal atrack en Mrs. Amirtha-
lingam. And when a youth from
the audience climbed the stage and
requested the speaker to guard
himself against uttering such per-
sonal insults the speaker quickly
retorted by calling the youth a
“terrorist’”’ and asking the police
to watch him !

Speaking of terrorism, Mr. Leo
Perera, the naw Jaffna SP was still
standing by what he had told the
group of journallsts cthat toured
the North,

“If the police do not get coope-
ration from the people to contain
terrorism in their areas” began
Mr. Perera, “If cars are hijacked
and used for offences, what do you
expect the police to do?

“The streers are quiet because
over |6 members of the terrorist
gang are in detention and thejr
sources of inside information effec-
tively blocked. They are detained

under the “Tiger law'™ and if the
Government dees not extend its
validity we will have to release
them.

“To preserve democracy you
have to be undemocratic some-
times" continued Mr, Perera, and
this is what | mean by asking for
special powers:-

{a) *WWe are not dealing with
nermal offenders here. Every one
we arresc invariably has a serles of
crimes behind him. Would you
believe thac a youth of 17 has com-
mitted no less than 17 crimes? How
would you expect us to finish ques-
tioning him in just 24 hours? There-
fore, we need at least 7 days to
Interrogate such a suspect.

{b) “Confessions made to police
officers must be made admissible
in a court of law.

(e} *“Mow, a witness to acrime
may be bumped off before he could
give evidence in court, Therafore,
we want Section 32 of the Evidence
Ordinance amended 5o as to make
a statement by a witness (o a
crime) made to a police officer be
made admissible in court,

“l would like to make myself
very clear on this" sald SP Parera,
“l am asking for these special
powers to be applied to special
cases only.”

Mr. Perera then went on to
explain the increased presence of
the Armed Forees in the area,
“Theough they came originally to
arrest illleit immigration and smu%-
gling, over the vyears cheir role
became confused. And, especially
after the '77 riots when the police
officers became targets of terrorist
attacks, the Army's presence became
much mare than what it should be,
However, for this polls | haven't
invited a single soldier for security
work. But the impasse is that
although | would like to use the
Army to the minimum possible, as
it is, | cannot do without them
completely,”

While Mr. Perera was not him-
self happy with che general standard
of intelligence and behaviour of che
pollcemen | however, found that
the men of lower rank were not
happy either about the excessive
security that was provided by
higher officers for themselves. As
for the targets made of police offi-
cers | alss found that some of the
policemen whe were gunned down
had “'tough' reputations even in
their dealings with innocent civi-
lians.

The name-board at the Army
Camp, Palaly {as SP Perera said)
read: TASK FORCE, ANTI ILLICIT
IMMIGRATION. Brigadier Cyril
Ranatunge, an excremely unassu-
ming person was one of those
exceptional  servicemen  anyone
could hope to meet., “We came
here in |953 to execute ‘Oparation
Monty’ - to contain illicit immigra-
tion. Then we were asked to look
after smuggling especially, in the
VVT area. Over the years, we
have had te sperate on the coastal
belt stetching from Mannar to
Mullaitiva, an extent of over I75
miles."

In May last year the Brigadier
was asked to round up the ‘terro-
rises.” *“That means." said he “‘that
we are now providing internal
securicy.”

Of course, as everyone knows,
the Brigadier and his men rounded
up about 32 aut of a wanted list of
41, some surrendered through their
MPs and lawyers but were later
released for lack of evidence, Asked
about the impression his men have
created in the minds of the local
population, Brigadier Ranntunge
tald me that he had been very firm
with his men in respect of thelr
dealings with the «civillans. The
term *“*Army of Invasion™ was never
tolerated by him. Peopls of some
remote parts still came to the
Army  detachmenes  with their
personal problems as the police
were far away from them. *This
Is bad,” said che Brigadier, *and
the worst is that | cannot speak
Tamil."

Decline of caste

Many of us in the South feel that
caste is a pervasive force In the
Morch. But the reality is that com-
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men socio-economic problems seem
to be transcending such barriers
more and more. The overall econo-
mic crisis and the feeling of insecu-
rity are stronger facters. In the
cosmopolitan laffna city only a few
think of caste differences. All the
temples are now open to zll. There
are a few public servants who are
caste-conscious in Jaffna but GA
Fernando has been very firm with
them. Outside Jaffina caste differ-
ences do not count for much; the
case of the Uduppidy MP is a scrik-
ing example.

Perhaps one of the most depress-
ing issues in the North today is
the closure of banks. Only a third
of the banks are open. Both inside
and outside Jaffna traders, indus-
trialists, fishermen, farmers and
even the housewives are under-
going tremendous suffering with
the closure of banks. Fishermen
of the Point Pedro and VVT areas
find it very difficult to continue
without the assistance of the Peo-
ple’s Bank's easy credit facilities
and even a housewife who has to
pawn some jewellery in an emer-

gency has to go about 20 miles in

a bus toaPeople's Bank Pawning .

Centre. In VVT the local money-
lenders are charging over ten
rupees. monthly as interest on
every hundred rupees. [t was the
same sad story In Pungudutivy,
Mullaitivu or any other area.

Even the liberals now feel that
there is hardly any real alternative
to the TULF at present. |If the
Government views the Matjonal
Question as a political question,
solutions have to be found early.
On the other hand, if they treat
this as a *'threat” things will rapid-
ly move towards a bitter end. Wil
the Government at least Implement
the provisions in the new Consti-
tution speedly! Will they develop
the Morth without any discrimi-
nation and without delay? Will they
care to survey the genuine grievan-
ces of the people! If the Banks were
robbed in places like Nikaweratiya
and Hingurakgeda In broad day-
light andgif thase very banks are
now open, why is it different in
the North?

More committed people asked me
whether the Tamils are not an
oppressed nation and how dare
the Sinhalese “grant®’ them rights
etc. Do the Tamils have to be
always at the receiving end of the
s called Southern hospitality? Why
should peocple in the  South
worrf' about whether, in the event
of Eelam being founded, that sepa-
rate State could sustain itself or
not? Is it not like the concern of
the master towards his servant? Or
is it the master who has to depend
always on the servant to get his
things done! Such questioning
reflects the mood of this segment
of Tamil epinion,

As for me, | whurehearted{y
endorse the view of Mr. Lionel
Fernando when he says that In the
Marth *'we have the most Innocent,
submissive and hard working people
of our country."

But the saddest thing is that our
media and our politicos have never
done |ustice by them. The picture
made by them of the North has
never been in focus.
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UN

Flght to save UNCTAD

meore one studies the
ctual working of the
international Information  system

the more one is convinced that
the non-allgned nations were
absolutely right in making a ‘new
informatlon order’ as crucial a
demand as the NIEOQ. In Alglers
(1973) It was recognised as a
major problem and inscribed in
the =action program. By Lima
(1975) it was made a separate
issue and frem Colombo (1976}
onwards, the developing countries
opened 2 ‘second front', so to
say, in their continuing struggle
against western dominance,

The first scage in any conscious
struggle is a clear perception of
the problem, a clear wiew of
the hostile force. It was seen that
the communications sysfem was
parc  and parcel of a long
established world order In which
the vested interasts of the West
were firmly entrenched. The same
relationship  of dominance/de-
pendence which characterised the
world economic  order  found
a close parallel in the global
information structure, More, The
informacion systzm ‘Wwas not, as
the western  mythology  so
passively and so long accepted
by many Third World elites,
“neutral’. It was an instrument,
often used subtly and Insidiously,
for the perpetuation and consall-
dation of those material interests,

Three critical areas and phases

can be identified in any study
of how the twin demands (the
MIES and MO, the Economic
and the Infoermation orders)
matured to become what they
are teday, mgzjor international
155UEs,

First, third World expertize
i.e. speciallsts who were not
prepared to accept conventional

explanations and assessments at
face value and took a fresh, hard

look at the facts. Once the
evldence was documented and
the true nature of the economic

order and itz blatant injustices
revealed, the demand far
structural change stood on firm

ground., This was the tremendous
servlce performed by those Third
Waorld experts who could not
be as easily co-opted into the
establ[shment as in the past
when the intelligentsia of the
Third World periphery weare mere
‘agents’ of their ideslogical
masters in the metropolitan centres.

Mext, the political will, Under
popular prassure, the pressure
from belaw of those hundreds of
millions who have to bear the full
burden of econonic injustice and
exploitation, Third World regimes
were compelled to agitate for re-
form and re-structuring. Despite
many differences, and diverse
national Interests, these govern-
ments gradually awakensd to the
vital facc of common interests.

The recognition of a common
foe fostered a sense of basic unity
and this in turn led to an increasing
awarenass of the need for collective
aceion.

Finally, the international fora,
Collactive action but where?! Obvi-
ously in the institutions te which
these develeping countries had
ready access, and In  any other
forum they could create to use,

Once the West  sensed the
mounting danger, the caunter—
offensive ranged not only over issues
but institutions. In all the post-
war institutions (the UM and its
agencies, the [MF, IBRD, GATT
etc) the West had leng enjoyed an
assured dominance. They were
therefore “stable !

But the Third World began to
use the only real strength they

had. Even the poorest and th
o wrind

VL0 e

The editor of this Journal

was Invited by the Third

| World Forum, Geneva, ta report

on UNCTAD V, with special

reference to world  press
coverage of the conference,

weakest has strength in numbers,
their collective voting powar.

From the West came a charic
howl of protest, Kissinger
spoke of the ‘tyranny of the major-
ity', Western leaders and diplo-
mats cautioned the Third World
agalinst ‘wrecking  established
institucions’. The Western media
accused the Third World of
dragging " politics” inte conferences

that should stay clear of such
untidy matters.

UNCTAD and its Secretary-
General, Dr. Gamani Corea are
very much in the eye of this
storm.

Raul Prebisch, the founding

facher of UNCTAD, gave us an
instructive glimpse into the evolu-
tionary history of these questions.
In an informal discussion he rem-
inded us that Srl Lanka's best known
economist was a prominent membar
of an experts committee which
reported on world trade many
years ago, On the basis of that
report, the battle-cry was raised,
At that point of time, it was
International trade and its Eross
Inequities. But the scope of the
debate has grown and grown as
other problems have been identi-
fied, and inter-connections located .
Remeadial measures have been
propased, mechanisms and institu-
tional  arrangements  discussad.
And so we  have trade  and
protectionism, money and finance,
debt and aid, trangfer of cechnology,
d etc.



Advance has been painfully
slow and fitful. As their own
troubles multiplied, the rich have
taken a harder and harder line.
And why not? Their present
prosperity has been bullt on the
exploitation of the poar world's
resources and the extraction of
its wealth. Structural change of
the international system would be
the expense of the living standards
of the affluent nation. As their
own ‘crisis’ deepens even reform
and re-adjustment become a
“concession” too unpleasant to
contemplate,

To protect their own interests,

therefore, the west resorts to
many tactics not always apparent
in the smooth speeches from

the roscrum.

UNCTAD itself is under attack.
From Prebisch to Corea, UNCTAD
has become the chief forum of
the poor on economic questions:
"It has grown into what is perhaps
the most active arm of the UN
system. Ah, protests the West,
UMNCTAD should be an interna-
tional agency, not a Third World
forum. The poor shall not inherit
even a corner of the earth,

Thus behind glitter and glamour
of ritual orations and social
ceremanies, there was a sinister
atcempt to smear UNCTAD, to
scuttle it if possible or at least
to weaken its will In this,
bureaucratic  tribalism of the
international civil service played
a part too—the attempt, notably
to erode the power of Geneva-
based UNCTAD which had become
too autcnomeous within the UN
system. This was the New York/
Geneva fight as the cognoscenti
waould have it.

The other devices were more
traditional : division and diversion
issues. In all this, the world
press served its real interests with
remarkable success,

Though there were gains, the
sceptic may have had his suspicions
confirmed in  Manila. Nothing
substantial, he would say, was
achieved. But the Third World
stood together in saving UNCTAD
Itself. And like the non-aligned
conference, UNCTAD's next stop
is Havana. -
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UNCTAD and all

ke other heads of delegations,
Trade Minister Lalich Atulath-
mudali had at his disposal a Mercedes
Benz and alocal driver to take him
each day from his hotel to the
PICC, the convention centre where
UNCTAD V was held. These
were ordinary courtesies extended
by the host, the Philippines
EOvVernment,

America's bestknown newspaper
abroad, the MNew York Times

COMMODITIES

*In the period since Nairobi,

despite several preparatory
meetings on as many as 12
commodities included in the
| Integrated Programme but
not coversd by international
agreements, it has proved
possible to bring only one
product — rubber — to  the
stage of a negotiating con-
ference, The traditional
features of commodity dis-
cussions—the clouding of the
main issues by a mass of
iechnical detail, the requests
for successive studies, and
the avoidance of actual
decisions — all these remain
aspects of the post-Nairabi
discussions.

“Often, the basic question
of whether an international
agreement was neecded at
all for a particular product
wes left open by developed
countrics as an issue on
which light had to be shed.
The alternative approach
reflecting a firm commitment
to the regulation of the
muarket for a particular
commodity  and  also to
appropriate measures of a
developmental character and
to search for mechanisms
to give effect to them was
seldom in evidence.”

— Gamani Corea

the news

has as its proud motto “All the
news that's fit to print"”, a motto
frequently misinterpreted by those
who do not know of its precise
historical origins. The Mercedes
Benz became the most important
or interesing news that the NY
Times chose to publish, The
despatch of its staff correspondent
was headlined:

MERCEDES IS SYMBOL
AT UN TRADE TALKS
But US declines limousines
Use, Feeling it Inappropriate
At Forum on Aiding Poor
Thus, Mr. Atulathmudali’s car

made a grand entrance in the
opening paragraph:

“Car for Chad to the main
entrance. Attention. Car for Sr
Lanka up front,"

The point of the story was

that President Marcos had imported
Mercedes Benz sedans, ‘the
motorized symbol of affluence
especially in the Third World” for
the use of the chief UNCTAD
participants. The US delegation
“declined the honour!

The correspondent (thoughtfully?)
neglected to mention the mode of
transportation favoured by the
U. S. Was it a Bell helicopter?
Or was it, In keeping with the
spirit of the occasion and the
pieties to which the headline
gives such unctuous utterance, a
plebian  Volkswagen or cheap
lapanese car? On the other
hand If it was 2 solld gold Cadillac,
we could have all raised a last
hurrah for the ‘new protectionism’.



Since the unfortunate Mr. Andrew
Young came to the PICC en a
pair of arutches, one visitor was
proveked inte inquiring whether
that awkward mode of ambulation
symbolised, say, the present state
of the US economy.

Should Lalith have
his own home-made rickshaw or
borrowed a jeepney from his
Filipino counterpart? Would the
western press have applauded this

airfreighted

transfer of Intermediate rtech-
nology?
Ridicule is a familiar weapon

in the armoury of the propagandist.
So is the smear technique. Reuter
chose to call UNCTAD Y “FUNC-
TAD", and this line of attack
was faollowed by other agencies.
Third World delegates were found
fast asleep In the conference room
because they had been having
“fun’” the night befare with
Filippino ‘hospitality girls' (their
escalating charges were solemnly
recorded): An  African delegate
was bold enough to circulate a
clipping frem one of his own
national newspapers to fellow
delegates in the PICC lounge in
order to demomstrate what the
cransnacional agencies were telling
the outside world,

Anybady who has attended a
big conference in Manila or Tokyo,
Paris ar Mew York is aware
that those who went rto have
“fun'" know where to find, it and
the pleasure-seekers are not
restricted to the Third Warld.
The purpose of this “colour piece”
is the impression conveyed, the
image projected.  Third World
leaders may make fiery speeches
demanding “‘justice' for their
peoples but in fact they waste
time and money in private orgies,
Thus, the people at home (the
audience of the national media)
lose confidence in and respest for
their representatives, and faich
in the causes championed at these
meatings.

The “Functad" story was carried
in all our

majer  newspapers,
including the government-owned
dailies, Why do we willingly

circulate such reports? Why do
we spit in our awn face and
became accomplices in this sordid
game of self~denigration?

Perhaps there are Innocent
explanations — 2 sleepy night —sub
stuck for copy of a not—so
vigiliant “'gate-keeper' who allows
tha report to pass thinking it
Is & *nice, juicy [tem™, adding
“calour" to the page.

But what is the end-result of
millians of such *‘messages" trans-
mitted to us everyday!? We begin
to see ourselves. our leaders and
spokesmen as athers want us to
see them? We begin to see
issues and events in the manner
these are preesented o us, in
packages prepared elsewhers, By
wham? Even a GCE student
knows that UNCTAD is a forum
where the exploited poor confront
those who manage the world
system, our true masters., |t is
a forum in  which the poor
demand fairplay and justice, Yer,
the impression which is conveyed
to our people {the mass reader-
ship is that carefully prepared by
the news agencies, the nformation
officers of the rich and cthe
powerful. It is nothing less than
protracted psychological warfare,

The conclusions are obvious.
The national media are dependent
on the international agencies, the
MMNC's in the sphere of communi-
cations, Secondly, we must educate
our own educators, our own mass
communicators  who are now
captive carriers of this insidious
propaganda, and therefore enemies
(perhaps unwictingly) within,

While UNCTAD coverage will
also show a clear under — repre-
sentation of Third World view-
peints, there was a blatant case
of misrepresentation too, Again,
for an impertant purpose. The
West is preoccupied with the
energy issue but ‘energy’ was not
an item on the agenda. However
some Central American countries,
notably Costa Rica and Columbia
raised it., When Yenezuela, an oil-
producer, opposed the move, the
AFP carried a report which gave
a false picture of the Venezuelan
pesiticn. The  Spanish  naws
agency ‘beamed' it to Spanish-
speaking countries in South America,

When

these reports were
published by some WYenezuelan
pzpers, there was so  much
misunderstanding and confusion

that heavy telecommunication craffic

wis reported  batween the
Venezuelan government and
delegation, There was even talk
of differences wichin the dalegation
itself. When the facts were finally
sorted out. EL MACIOMNAL a
Yenezualan paper spoke of

“publicity offensive’ against Yene-
zula *“‘orchestrated by the indus-
trialised councries."

— M. de 5,

Very Odd Spot

Two days after the 1. a.m.
incident at the BMICH where
Deputy Foreign Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe smartly ticked
off the Egyptian Ambassador for
his haughty demands (*1 want to
see fhe President immediately®)
and his threats (*we may have to
reconsider our relations with Sri
Lanka™) the CDN followed the
SUN with o Page 15000 SPOT.
It referred to the locally based
Ambassador of a mnon-aligned
country but the journalistic clues
(Sphinx etc) were easily under-
stood.

The para seems to have pul
the Luke House bosses ina very
odd spot with their DPL buddies,
The next day the CDN said that
the reference was MNOT to n
“locally-based Ambassador of 2
non-aligned country.”® Who then?
Meglecting to answer this obvigus
guestion, it gave a gratwitous cha-
racter-certificate to the ambassa-
dor. (still unaamed!). The un-
seemly row started with Egyptian
Ambassador Neguib (New York)
hut Ambassador Wahab (Colombo)
was very much at the receiving
end of the ticking off. UNP'er
and non-UMNP'er were full of
pralse for the Sri Lankan VIPs
who were not brow-beaten but
Lake Flouse placed personal rela-
tions lLelore patriotism and self-
respect. “*Droes Lokka know the

correct  version?” asked a top
LINPer in the NSA lobby,
Did Ambassador Cotrea, a

witness (o the affaiv, cancel his
Lake Howse lecture in despaic
or disgust?




Pentagon and

by T. M. C. Ragunathan

nly quite recently it became
o known that the USis planning

to establish its permanent naval
presence In the Indlan Ocean by
forming a whale armada consisting
of aircraft carriers, destroyers,
helicopter-carrylng ships and ato-
mic submarines called the “Fifth
Fleet” which could function inde-
pendently in the Ocean area.
And now, It is reporced that ic
is moving one major step further
with plans to establish strike
force too, made up of 100,000
troops including 40,000 combat
soldiers ready for action *in
defence of American interasts in
the sensitive areas’” of the
Persian Gulf. ‘Mew York Times'
says that, according to Pentagon,
this foree will include two divisiens,
one of them alrborne and one
brigade, which could be deployed
anywhere in those sensitive areas,
which extend from Irag in cthe
north to Oman in the south. As
the Persizn Gull states are well
armed at present, thanks to the
masslve US arms sales to them,
it s said that the US believes
that it needs more heavier weapons
to overwhelm them now and as
such, the present planning is aimed
at a corps equipped with heavier
weapons to  meet contingencles,
It is also said that these combac
troops would be supported by
supply, maintenance, communication
and other forces. The key to the
success of these forces, according
to Pentagon, would be the speed
with which the intervention force
can be assembled, transported and
flown to “threatened areas".

This report has many things to
reveal indeed. It may be recalled
here that after the US had lest
Iran which during the regime of

the Shah was reduced to the
status of a hired cop and a
bridgehead for Pentagon's dange-
rous military schemes, the US

almest doubled its naval strength
in the Arabian Sea and sent the
aircraft  carrier, “Constellation”
into the area, which has been
now replenished by the “Midway"
and [ts escorts, in order to enhance
“American prestige in the area.”
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In fact, after the
I[ran where

monopolies

changes in
the American oil
are stripped of the
sources of tremendous profits,
after the disintegration of the
CENTO and che US failure in
its effort to substitute the same
by a new military bloc in the
area and in the context of the
growing  anti-American  feeling
among the countries of the Arab
world after the Israeli-Egyptian
treaty concluded at the cost of
the Arab cause and Interest, the
aggressive  stances of the US
scracegists and statesmen became
all the more pronouced by their
blunt statements, followed by
threatening moves by the Pentagon,
Thus, the boss of the Pentagon,
Harold Brown made it clear
without mincing words that the
US will not hesltate to use
milicary force to “‘protect its
yital ipterests'” In the reglon.

All  such statements and the
subsequent moves of the Pentagon
indeed have posed a challenze to
peace and a threat to the security
of many developing countries of
the Indian Ocean area. The scope
and owverall strategy behind the
US moves show how dangerous
these military preparations are.
The Pentagon makes no secret of
the fact that Dlege Garcia is a
key point for the US and that
it is from there it would aim
its missiles at all coastal countries.
From the strategic point of view,
the proposed *Fifth Fleet”, along

with the Sixth one in the
Meditteranean and the Seventh
in the Pacific, <ould form a

complete military ring embracing
the entire Asian continent,

This makes clear that though
the recent historic past has proved
that strategy of show of force
had often misfired, - to mention,
it had neither prevented the
birth of a united socialist Vietnam
nor Bangladesh,, - the US strategists
and statesmen continue to believe
that force is still ope of the
basic levers of American foreign

indian Ocean

policy and that it will help to
intimidate countries in the area
to abandon measures aimed at

consolidating national sovereignty
over their natural resources and
industry. And shockingly, from
the reported news about the US
plan of forming a strike force
equipped with heavier weapons
that could swiftly be sea-lifted
and airlifted into the ‘“sensitive
areas’” themselves [n no time, It
turns our that the US hopes that
force can be used as an Instrument
not only to exert pressure on
countries of this area but also to
indulge In direct armed inter-
ventions, when It so chooses or
foels that |ts'"vital interests are
threatened."

Apart from enhancing the threat
and danger the US creates for
the countries of this area, this US
maove also lays bare the arrogance
and indifference which the US
displays towards the independent
nations of this area. Meedless to
say this impels the peoples and
governments of countries of this
area to be far more incisive in
moving to turn the Indian Ocean
inte a zone of peace.
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Bhikkhus in revolt (2)

Revival, revolt and race

by Kumari Jayewardena

n a colonial context, protests
lagainst foreign rule often take
on a revivaiist character, looking
for inspiration to the social system
and culture of an earlier perlod.
In 19th century 5rl Lanka there
were broadly two types of reviva-
list movements=the armed revolts
against British rule which took
place in the first half of the cen-
tury and the patriotic, semi-
political movements associated
with the Buddhizt revival of the
latter decades of the century,
There were however important
differences between these two
types of protest.

The revolts in cthe Kandyan
regions between [BI8 and (348,
in which Buddhist meonks playsd
a prominent part, were essenti-
zlly protests against the extinction
of the Kandyan kingdem in 1815,
the economic changes and disloca-
tion caused by the, imposition of
plantation capitalism and the
decline of traditional society and
cultyre, Thus the Kandyan chiefs
whose political power had dwin-
dled, the Buddhist monks whose
role as the guardians of the
state religion was threatened and
the peasantry who were restive
over colonial land and cax policies,
found commn cause In the revoles
zand rebellions of the peried.

These  anti-imperialist  move-
ments were essentially revivalist
in content, based on a nostalglc
harking back to the traditional
society of the Kandyan kingdom
with its hierarchy of monarchy, nobi-
Lzy. clergy, and peasantry, Hence in
2!l these struggles, the legitimis-
isg factor was the pretender
fo=== = bhikkhu or ex-bhikkhu)
who would make a dramatle
zopesrance, claiming to be a
royal prince related to the last

kings of Kandy, thereby attemp-
ting te mobillse the people to
drive the foreigners out of the
country, and restore the lost
Kingdom.

The 1848
thirty years

rebellion however,
after the great re-
bellion of 1818, retained the
form of earlier revolts, with a
pretender, a coronation ceremony
and active participation of in-
fluential bhikkhus, but the restora-

tlve character had changed. It
was more of a revolt of the
rural peasancry and  protests of
the Colombo working people

{zgalnst oppressive taxes), led in
the Kandyan regions by low-country
adventurers, and in Colombo, by
the more radical elements of the
urban petty bourgeoisie and bourge-
osle, who had been inspired by the
upheavals of |B48 in Europe. The
|848 rebellion in Sri Lanka thus
had elements of the restorative
maovements of earlier years and the
more forward looking anti-imperial-
ist agitation of a later period.

Incipient nationalism

The other important movement
in which Buddhist meonks played a
leadership role was the Buddhist
revival of the 1880s —a semi—political
mavement which had a religious
form. The revival of Buddhism as
a religion which had begun in the
Kandyan kingdom in [8ch century
under the leadership of the
Nayakkar kings and the bhikkhu
Valivita Sangaraja, was never wholly
abandoned, but was kept up by
monks inthe [9ch century, The
loss of state patronage, the associa-
tion of British rule with Christianty
and missionary activity, and the
monepoly of high positions by local
Christians (including the leading
Mudliyarships and the Sinhala seat

in the Legislative Council) led to
renewed efforts to assert the claims
of Buddhist revival that occurred
from around 1880 onwards, was
qualitatively different from both the
earlier attempts to revive the reli-
gion and from the restorative
revalts that had occured in the
Kandyan kingdom. The new revi-
val, takin% place during a period
when local capitalism was expanding,
was linked te the nationalist stirr-
ings of Buddhist sections of the
emergent bourgeoise and petty
bourgeoisie, and was also associatad
with certain dissident ctrends in
Britain such as anti-Christian natio-
nalism as well as convarts of radical
and liberal thought.

The dominant leader of the revi-
val movment was Migetuwate Gu-
nananda, an aggressive and dynam-
lc bhikkhu who was the first to
start mass agitation on Buddhisc
grievances among the urban and
rural masses. [n contrast to other
learned bhikkhus of the period, he
was a fiery orator, pamphleteer and
a fighter who led the challenge to
Christianicy and the missionaries,
and in this struggle did not hesitate
to look for support to movements in
the Wast which were in opposition
to colonialism and Christian funda-
mentalism. As Olcott said of him :

“The famed Migettuwatta was
a menk with a very intellectual
head, a bright eye and an air
of perfect self-confidence and
alertness. Some of the more
meditative monks habitually
drop their eyes when convers-
Ing with one, but he [ooked
you square In the face, as befit-
ted the most brilliant polemic
orator of the Island, the terror
of the Missionaries. One could
see at a glance he was more
wrangler than ascetic ..he was
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the boldest, most brilliant and

powerful champion of Sinhalese
Buddhism."

Gunananda has been the main
speaker at the famous Panadura
debate between Christians and
Buddhists In 1873, when he
used his acquaintance with the
writings of British free—thinkers
to  attack the missionaries. In
1883, Gunanandaorganised Buddhist
celebrations at the Kotazhena
temple which clashed with Easter
observances of the Catholits,
resulting in a serious riot between
the Catholics and Buddhists of

Kotahena,
Along  with  several wealthy
Sinhala traders, arrack renters

and coconut planters, Gunananda
became a member of the
Thecsophical Society which had
been formed In Mew York in
[B75 and translated some of
their literature into Sinhala. As
a result of these contacts, the
two founder members of the
Society, Henry Olcott and
Helena Blavatsky visited 5ri
Lanka in 1880 to give an Impetus
to the Buddhist education «move-

ment. Milltant  Buddhism and
European ‘heresies' like Theosophy,
found common cause in their

opposition to dogmatic Christianity,
coloniallsm, and their belief — that
in contrast to the false ideclogies
and values of Western industrial
society — the ‘light’ was to come
from the East.

The wealthy Buddhist
capitalists of the peried financed
the Buddhist revival and supported
the Buddhist educational movement
and the semi-political temperance

movements of 1904 and [9]32.
This was a period of incipient
nationalism and che milicant

bhikkhus of the period gave the
movement strong backing: support
also came from noted scholarly
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monks such as Hikkaduwe Sri
Sumangala, Valane Siddharta,
Woeligama Sri Sumangala and
Ratmalane Sri Dharmaloka.

However, it Is Important to
note that there were two sides to
the Buddhist revival. On the one
hand it was an anti-imperialist,
anti-foreign, patcrietic movement
designed to challenge, at the
superstructural level, the ideclogy
of colenial rule and missionary
education. |t wasa protest against
the exclusion of the majority who
were  Sinhala  Buddhists, from
political and economic power.
In  this sense it was a
progressive movement, giving
expression to the  cultural
natiopalism of the period. Buc in
the absence of a national
bourgeoisie with major contradic-
tions agalnst imperialism and
capable of leading a strong
secular, multi-racial movement,
the Buddhist revival = with s
limited Ideology and  petcy
bourgeols puritanism, also had a
chauvinist and communal content,
For in the attempt to revive
Sinhala Buddhism from the 1880's
onwards, the ‘enemies’ were held
te be not only the beef-sating,
whisky-drinking, foreign whites
but also  the ethnlc  and
religious minorities in the country.
To the Sinhala petty traders and
dependent  class of  Sinhala
entreprencurs the immediate
rivals were the Moar and Tamil
shopkeepers, and the Indian
merchants who dominated much
of the retail and wholesale trade
and the export—import business of
the island. This trading rivalry
was to find its expression in
communal antagonisms and clashes
(such as the 1915 riots), which
ware the other side of the coin
of Buddhist natlonalism,

The Aryan myth of origin
became bound up with the revivalist
Sinhala = Buddhist search for
national identity in the latcer 19ch
century, leading to the emergence
of a new current of communalism
basedon  language, race and
religion. The writings of many
of the Buddhist patriots-Anagarika
Dharmapala, Piyadasa Sirisena
Battaramulle Sri Subuti, and,
articles in  Journals |lke cthe

Sinhala Jatiya and Sinhala Baudhaya
abounded in claims not only that
Buddhism was the only true
religion (all others being mere
superstitions), but that the pure
Aryan Sinhala of the Sihadipa
were the chosen race wich 2
historic  mission to  preserve
Buddhism in the (Dhammadvipa)
and were therefore superior to
the Tamils, Maors, Malayalis,
Sindhis and Chettiars who were
doubly doomed as being “infidels
of degraded race”,

This chauvinism and intelerance
based on ethnic differences was in
sharp contrast to the practice in
feudal society where divisians
based on caste and religion took
precedence over echnic differences,
One example was the acceptance
of Tamil kings in the Kandyan
kingdom as long as they professed
Buddhism and came from the
‘solar’ dynasty. Thus in the |9ch
century, many pretenders to the
throne (who were Sinhala) had to
often pretend to be Tamil and not
only assume names |ike Duralsvami
and Kumarasvami, in order to
establish their royal claims amon
the Kandyan people, but also had
to attempt to speak Tamil - the
prestigous language in the Kandyan
kingdom, since it had been used
in court circles.

With the advent of British rule,
the subsequent development of
capitalism and the emergence of
new class forces, ethnic group
identity took on new dimensions. It
Is therefore necessary to be aware of
both the progressive and retrograde
trends in Sinhala Buddhist national-
ism which was associated with the
development of a dependant type
of local capitalism, in order to
understand the fluctuating phases
of radicalism and communalism in
the Buddhist movement, which
had their influence on both the
nationalist and the working-class
movement of this country.

MEXT: Buddhism and the
Labour Movement.
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A Marxist view

Nationhood (3)

Myths and realities

by Chintaka

Myth 16. The demand for a
“‘separate state’’ is a threat to
territorial integrity and for this
reason it should be opposed.

Though In the first instance,
the proletariat’s struggle against
the hourgeoisie Is national in
form, in the last Instance ‘the
proletariat has no country', in
Marx's famous phrase. Thus, the
Left has no mandatory obligation
to defend the unicy and integrity
of the bourgecis state nor to
defend any boundaries imposed
by colﬂnfal{sm. Proletarian Inter-
nationalism is the standpoint of
any genuine socialist.

Marxists who advance this ‘Myth’
may be asked whether national
sovereignty and integrity are not
threatened rather by the “open
door” economic policies of the
ruling class. In that sense, the
Left movement should be more
concerned with the “penetrated
State” |, e. the new and sinister
threat of the pepetration of
international capital via Dollars,
D-Marks and Yen. Any genuinely
‘nationalist” struggle should be
waged against this ‘separatism’.
To attack a non-existent foe
mezns objectively to assist the
existing foe, as Fidel Castro said
in Algiers |973.

I17. Any struggle for a separate
state will invite invelvement
by the superpowers, and the
Tamils will be a pawn in their
contention,

This view, popular among a
r=cogniszble  breed of Marxists,
se=s the struggle of the global
sowers as the near—exclusive motive
fore= of world history. It s
prefoundly  undialectical, and un-
sciestiffic. It focusses on external
B2cors the determinancs.

It Is the kind of view popularised
by Rasa Luxemburg who wrote
in her “Theses on the Tasks of
International Social Democracy”
that "in the age of imperialism
small nations are only the pawns
on the imperialist chessboard of
the major powers”. This ‘thesis’
was mercilessly flayed by Lenin
himself.

This  erronecus Luxemburgist
position has been adopted by the
Chinese CP these days and s
freely applied by local Maoists.
They discern mothing but the
manipulations of the ‘superpowers,
in world pelities and thus fall
into the mosc menstrous errors
when they assess national liber-
ation movements in this light
{e. g. Angola), when this position
led objectively to supporting the
C. I. A. backed 'fronts’ and South
African intervention against the
MFLA).

They ignere a fundamental
thasis of Marxist dialectics, once
accepted by Mao. I. e. “‘social
development is due chlefly NOT
to external but to [nternal causes,
and the action of external forces
is function of the internal conflict
in which they intervene, The
development of a phenomenon in
movement whateever its external
appearance, depends mainly on
its internal characteristics".

Marxism holds therefore that
national liberatlon struggles are
the outcome of internal develop-
ment “more or less influenced
by external factors (be they
favourable or unfavourable) but
eventually determined and formed
by the historical reality of each
pecple' (Amilcar Cabral, ‘Revolution
in Guinea').

This was the position of Lenin,
and indeed Marx, when they
evaluated national movements.

It [s best to remind Lefrists
who talk about ‘superpowers’ and
“external forces" etc, that it was
Marx and Engels who wrote thus,
on the Polish question:

“lt Is not our job to hold
back the Poles from efforts to
win the conditions of their future
development or to tell them that
from the international standpoint
their national independence is an
entirely secondary matcer”,

I1B. It is detrimental to the
class struggle in the whole
country to focus on the national
question because the class
struggle is always the primary
factor.

Class antagonism [s always the
key factor in capitalist societies,
As Lenin says however *‘It cannot
be categorically asserted thac
some particular national question
cannhet temporarily appear in
the foreground of the political
drama’'.

How apt cthis statement of
Lenin is, The so-called Tamil
problem was for a long time the
‘sub-plot in the main parliamentary
drama,. Mow |t is on the centre-
stage. The issue will not vanish
and all socialists and progressives
should note that It cannot be
relegated to a relatively unimpor-
tant place. The natlonal question
could be the ‘key link' in the
island's palitics today. All socia-
lists must grasp this fact for the
issue could well become the very
touchstone, ‘the point of revo-
lutionary definition’ of progressive
thought and action.

(To be continued)



[ Diplomacy

Foreign service (3) l

Vaithianathan

by W. Wiswa Warnapala

he changes Intraduced with

the revision of the Overseas
Minute In 195% included the amal-
gamation of the Grades |V, ¥ and
¥l (Ist. 2nd and 3rd Secretaries)
intc one continuous scale approxi-
mating in salary to Class Il of the
then existing Civil Service. Several
reasons were attributed in support
of the amalgamation of grades,
and |t was mentioned that such a
scheme will better serve the needs
of the Service because it had the
characteristics of a more equitable
scheme.

The flexibility in the grades was
achieved and the ranks are deter-
mined by salary points in the time
scale. Above all, the amalagama-
ted scheme gave flexibillty in the
disposition of the career diplomatic
personnel. As a result of the new
scheme, an officer appointed toa
post in one of the missions abroad
will assume with a rank, seniority
and designation determined by
the salary point which was effective
at the time of his assignment. In
other words, the ranking of an
officer which is necessary for dip-
lomatic work abroad will be deter-
mined by the salary point in the
amalagamated scale. The Minlstry
of Defence and External Affairs,
at its own discretion, determined
the rank and level of the officer
who was to be appointed to a post
in an Overseas Mission.

The academic and social
ground of the 74 career officers who
constituted the Overseas Service
in 1975, deserves examination
because it provides the answer to
the lack of responsiveness on the
part of this segment of the bureau-
cracy to the aspirations of the
common man.

In the first phase of recruitment,
which was known as the Vaithia-
nathan Period, it was said that
the selections were made from
‘an elitlst  upper crust' in the
island's soclety, and most of the
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and Dias

probationers came from the mino-
rity groups in race, religion,
language and caste. Kanthiah Vai-
thianathan, in his capacity as Secre-
tary, Miniscry of Defence and
External Affairs, dominated the
entire fifties and he, according to
Pieter Keneuman, the General
Secretary of the Communist Party
of Sri Lanka, was ‘an all-world
expert’. The emphasis which he
placed on the recruits came to be
reversed during the period of
M. Q. Dias, whe functioned as
Secretary of the Minlstry in the
sixties. He attempted to recruit
men with a loyalty to Sinhala and
Buddhism. The source of recruit-
ment, during the period of both
Kanthiah Yaichianathan and M. Q.
Dias, remained the same and in
terms of their attitudes to Inter-
national affairs, to ideclogy and
politics, cthere was no marked
difference,

Tissa Wijeyeratna, in his capacity
as the Additional Secretary of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs initiated
a procass of nativisation to reverse
this tradition and its aim was to
reorlent the Overseas Service with
values and ethos acceptable to the

‘periods’

great mass of the people. A probe
into the academic and social back-
ground of the personnel in the
Overseas Service is certain  to
throw light on the intricacies In-
volved in such a process of nativisa-
tion. The table on next page expla-
ins the academic background of the
recruits to the Owverseas Service,

The postgraduate qualifications,
unlike in the diplomatic services
of certain countries, have not been
encouraged, and the reason was
perhaps the size of the cadre which
demand ne stpecialls:s‘ The profi-
ciency in a foreign language was
equated to a postgraduate qualifi-
cation and the competence In g
foreign language was limited to
CGE (O.L.) London Examination.
The postgraduate training course
In diplomacy at the Commonwealch
Relations office, and this course,
the duration of which was & waaks,
had been followed by I5 officers
in the service. The Foreign Office
of Australia in Canberra, beneficted
yet another || offlcers and this
course again, was, a four months
training scheme. Three officers
have followed the course at UNI-
TAR in Geneva, and another officer

Ethnic Composition of the Sri Lanka Overseas Service ?

Recruitment  Sinhalese
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has completed the treaty Registra-
tion Course available at the Queens
Unlversity In Canada, Two officers
have completed the Diplnmatic
Practice course at the Sussex Uni-
versity, and two officers have
completed the courses at the Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade and the
Institute of Soccial Studies at Hague
respectively,  There were only
two officers with Master's Degrees
in International Relations. Though
the training courses were consi-
dered sufficient qualifications for
promotions and posting, the minis-

try made no attempt to stress the |

need for postgraduate qualifications
in International Relations. This
was primarily due to the belief that
the 5ver5eas Officer could emerge

as ‘an all-raunder’ in the conduct |

ef foreign relations. The lack of
specialists, with posc-graduate trai-
ning in relevant fields, has inter-
fered with the deployment policy

in the Overseas Service of Sri
Lanka.
The ethnic composition within

the Overseas Service was yet ano-
ther aspect which invited criticlsm
from the nationalist elements in
the country. The table illus-
trates the nature of the ethnic
representation in  the Owverseas
Service,

The position of the Tamil com-
munity within the public services
of the island has been subject to
controversy and the charge has
bean made that they enjoyed a
disproportionate  share of the
appointments Inthe Public Services.,
The advantages, which they enjoyed
during the colonial period, helped
the Tamil community to obtaina
considerable share of public appo-
intments even after independence,
and chis trend was reflected in the
recruitment to the Overseas Ser-
vice. The sizable representation
of the Tamil community wichin the
ranks of the Overseas Service has
been partially atcributed to the
predominant role which Sir Kan-
thizh Vaithianathan played in the
formation of the Overseas Service
In Its inltial stages. The political
development in the post-1956
period, though affected the recrult-
ment policies in other areas of the
island’s bureaucracy, brought no
significant impact on the composition
of the Overseas bureaucracy.

Year of Namec of Type of Number

Recruit- University Degree
ment
194% Cevlon Ba 4
1950 London Ba
Ceylon BA
1951 Ceylon BA 1
London Ba 1
1951 Ceylon BA 3
Ceylon B5c 1
1952 Ceylan Ba 2
1933 Ceylan Ba 4
1954 Ceylon Ba 3
1956 Ceylon BA 4
1957 Ceylon Ba 1
Ceylon LLE 2
1958 Ceylon BA 3
Oxford BA 2
Harvard Ba 1
London HA 1
Melbourng BA 1
1960 Cevlon BA 1
Ceylon Bsc 1
Ceyloen LLE 1
1941 Ceylon BA 4
Total 45

The traditions of the Vaithlanathan
period were continued till the
early seventies and it, therefore,
meant that the Owerseas Service
came to be drawn from the sacial
classes  which  dominated the
administrative services at the
advent of national independence:
The Overszeas Service, irrespective
of the political and social changes
which took place after independence,
retalned the traditions and ethos
which were inculcated into it at
the very inception and it, thereby!
emerged as a bureaucracy, by its
atticudes, views and art of admi-
nistration, displayed the charac-
teristics of an exclusive caste of
officers within the island’s bureau-
cracy. These characteristics which
are zlien to the asplirations of the
people, could be furcher illustrated
by analysing the factors relating
to the social background of the
members of the Overseas Service,

The Students Records available
at the Record Room of the
Peradeniya Campus were perused
with a view to obtain certain data
which could help in the analysis of
the social and academic background
of the entrants into the Overseas
Service, The Students Records of

forty undergraduates, who are now
afficers of the Overseas Service,
were utilised to obtain infermation
for the following discussion.

Ethnic Background of the Forty Officers

Sinbalese 26
{Low Country Sinhalese 18

Kandyan Siohalese -]

Tamil 10

hitslims 1

Burgher 3

Total 40

Religious Background

Buddhists 22, Roman Catholics 6,

Hindus 4, Christian Church of Ceylon 7,

Muslims 1, Total 40,

Occupation of the Father

Farmer 10, Labour 1, Exorcist 1,
Teacher 5, Government Clerk 3, Station
Master 2, Customs Officer 1, Hend
Guard 1, Police Constable 1, Business-
man 3, Doctor 1, Engineer 2, Proctor 3,
Unemployed 1, Mot known 5, Total 40.

Schools Attended and from which
they entered the University

Royal College 4, 5t. Thomas, M.
Lavinia 6, Trinity, Kandy 3, 5t. Joseph's,
Colombo 2, St Peter's, Colombo 3,
Weslev, Colombo 1, Hartley, Point Pedro
1, Dharmasoka College, Ambalangoda 1,
Dharmapala, Pannipitiva I, Jaffna Hindu
Colleae 1, Kuerandenjya Central 2,
Hunumulla Central 1,  Tissa Central,
Kalutara |, Ussapitiva Ceatral 1, Naram-
mala Centeal 1, Mahinda College, Galla 1,
Dharmaraja Caollege 1, Pilivandala Central

1. Kotte Anandusastralaya 1, Maha ¥id-
valayas 4, Vidvalankara Pirivena 1, St
Anthony's Wattala 1, 50, Hridget's
Convent 1, Total 40,

Nature of Acndemic Attninments of
the Forty Officers
Gensral Degree 17, Special Degree 23,

Second Class 3, Second Class Upper 1,
Second Class Lower 9, Class, Graduates 13,

The University Students Records
revealed yor another feature; they
included the informacion relating
[o persons who received bursaries
from the University. 23 out of the
40 officers obtained bursaries to
study at the Universicy of Srl Lanka,
and another two entered the
University with 5th Standard
Government Scholarship. It provided
an indication to the effect that
nearly half of the officers whose
Students Records were perusesd
came from the low income groups.
This shows cthat a substantial
segment of the Owverseas bureau-
cracy did not belong to the upper
crust of che elite of Sri Lanka.
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| Cinema

Palangetiyo and

by J. Uyangoda

Hea!thy developments are taking
place in Sinhala cinema. Young
artists, though still a small band,
have been pointing new directions
and opening unexplored terrain in
search of new cinematic themes.
Wasantha Obey:ekera jolns this sel-
ect band with his [atest efiore
“PALANGETIYO" (Grasshoppers).

For many reasons, thefilm deserves
the serious consideration of both
meovie-goer and critic.

In the first instance, PALAMNGET-
IYO stives to bring the Sinhala film
“from heaven to earth” (Ahasin
Polowata, to use the title of a
recent movie).

Unlike the work of some of those
‘enlightened’ film-makers, Palang-
etiyo has a theme which is not
conceived in some dreamy, nostal-
gic mind. It is no airy or unreal
theme but one closely and essenti-
ally related to the actualities of life,
It is the self-same virtue which |
recognised and commended in Sunil
Arivaratne's  "'Sarungale’ . But
Wasantha Obeysekera In this maovie
shows far greater maturityin deal-
Ing with his material, a maturity
even greater than Dharmasena
Pathiraja that other talented
film-maker in our midst,

With his story of two young
lovers, Obeysekera sheds light not
onlyon the intricacies of personal
relationships but on the social
clrcumstances which influence and
condition such relationships.

His two characters, Sarath and
Kusum, are recognisable represent-
tatives of their milleux. A
just=left—school type, Kusum’s think-
ing and responses to life have been
shaped by pulp nowvels, and trashy
films. Her father is a publisher of
cheap books, and Sarath, a young
migrant to the city, works in his
printing press, An intense roman-
tic attraction to each other leads to
a 'secret’ love, and the young Sarath
elopes with his employer's daughter,
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social

Right from the start, the film
presents these two characters not
merely as two romantic lovers but
as individuals who are very much
creatures of their upbringing and
social  background. They think,
speak and behave insuch a way that
their intimacies as lovers or spouses
are seen, as the drama develops, as

the manifestations of social and
economic forces that ultimately
determine their values, Ideclogy,
outlaok and subjective  attitudes,

In short, the film succeeds in
portraying two characters whose
private life, personal conduct and
inter—actin behaviour are not
abstracted from life but are insepar-
able from their actual social being.

Here, a useful comparison may
be made with Pathiraja’s “"Bambaru”
A major weakness in ‘Bambaru’ is
that it is based on an imaginary situ-
ation ably touched up with real
happenings in a fishing village.
True, there may be no art without
imagination. But the Imagination
must not do violence to  reality.
Pathiraja fails to make individual
conflicts meaningful in these terms.
In more senses than one, his
‘village' is something of a romantic
hide—cut, cut off from social reality,

Obeysekere, on the other hand,
succeeds in locating the complex
conflicts on a human relationship
and its vicissitudes {romantic love,
frustration, escape, emerging fric-
tions, ambivalent reactions, sus-
picion and overpowering feelings
of betrayal) within the larger reality.
One recalls what Lenin said in a
letter to  Inessa  Armand. The
important thing is not what you
subjectively mean by love but the
objective logic of class relations in
affairs of love. |n refusing to indulge
in fabricated pathos and facile
sentimentalism, Obeysekera iz 2
liberating spirit in the Sinhala
cCinema.

If Obeysekera's maturity lies in
his firm grasp of the integral conn-

realism

ection between the personal and
the social, his artistic skill rests on
his ability to dramatise this through
a well-constructed  plot, and
expressive sequences and Images.
| was especially impressed by the
skill with which he depicts two
different social settings, urban and
rural, to describe it broadly. The
two—storeyed home  of the
publisher-mudalali (Henry layasena)
and his printing works nearby form
the setting for the stirrings of rom-
ance and love, and the critical
decision to elope. Kusum's secret-
ive passion, the ‘clandestine’ affair,
her dreams of romantic escape so
natural to a young girl whose Inner
life has been nourished by the mate-
rial of ‘pulp’ novels are matched by
a sence of self-assurance In her own
home and familiar surroundings.
such surroundings are of course
alien to the poor boy frem the
village, caught between his emo-
tions, and his hopes, torn between
uncertainty and aspiration.

But Kusum's self-assurance cracks
quickly under the pressures of the
‘new’ |ife In Sarath’s village home,
the misery and squalor of such
living and the oppressive constraints
of rural lower—middle class domes-
ticity. Meanwhile, Sarath’s fruit-
less  journeys from one printing
shop to another become the hope-
less odyssey of his class and gener-
ation, as the quest for employment
merci!essly exhausts his inner reser-
ves to fight and survive In 2 werld
he never made,

The even more oppressive wret-
chedness of yet another ‘home' ( a
hole of a room in a shanty) offers
lictle solace to either, Life itself
closes in, and the last glimmer of
hope fades out. As cruel circums-
tances, social and economic at its
roots, begin to overwhelm the
pair, Sarath is unable to rebel
against it, leave alone master jc.
In his growing despair, he is forced
to renounce even those traditional

(Cantinued on poge 24)



] Book review

Bibliographer
by Paul Caspersz

ith this  publication*",
writes J. D, Pearson,
Professor of Oriencal Bibliography
in the University of London, “Mr
Geoonetileke enters the ranks of
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the greatest Oriental bibliogra-
phers of all times, that “super-
league” to which are admitted

those of the calibre of Cardier,
and others whose bibliographical
works remaln the essential start-
ing peint for all research as well
for the

as the vade-mecum
book-collector,”

On | May this year, H. A
Goonetileke, unguestionably the
greatest bibllographer our coun-

try has ever produced, relinquished
his desk as the Librarian of the
University of Peradeniya. Instead,
he began at home his first day
of leave prior to retirement from
the post of Librarian. It was on
the same first day of May twenty-
six years =ago that H. A |
Goonetileke joined the University

of Ceylon, Feradeniya, as Assis-
tant Librarian,
To all those who know lan

Goonetileke, his passion for the
printed word, the intensity of
his bibliographical scholarship, his
uncomman dedication to oUr coun-
try and its  University,  the
retirement, eight years too early,
signals the passing away of an

era. Bur the signal would be seen
and heed=d on one condition
anly: that one recognized the

intelligence

power of his incisive
his unrelen-

and had no fear of

ting sponsorship of truth nor
of his intrepid denunciation of
falsehood and chicanery. These
are the gqualities, the principles
and the values that guided lan
Goonetileke In the perfermance
of his duties. Is it that this

* A Bibliography of Ceylan: A
systematie guide to the literature
on the land, people, history and
culture published in Wastern
languages from the sixteenth
century to the present day.

Zug, Switzerland: lnter Documen.
tation Company, 197076, 3 vols,

extraordinary

performance, in its turn, unfar-
tunately caused a neisome reaction
that has befouled the atmosphere
in the groves of academe and
led the Librarian for sheer survival
to abandon the institution for the
advancement of which he gave
the best years of his [ife!

However that may be, an era
of  bibliagraphical  achievement
within the University and a great
universtity librarian's services to
students and researchers from
his own and other lands seems
to hava ended. It should not
be allowed to pass away unrecorded.

It was an eraof quiet struggle

for the supremacy of knowledge
and truth by cthose men and
women whe shared with lan

commitment to
learning and to life. “The qua-
liey of life", lan Goonetileke has
written, '‘is a much abured term,
and the sad fact of its concen-
tration within the ranks of a
small elite is the greatest afiront
to the intelligence of the schalarand
the seeker after truth and juscice.”

Equal opportunites in life for
all, schelarship, truch. inter-human
justice: these were the ideals
far which lan Goonetileke worked
at Peradﬁniya and for which he
waz compelled o retire. For a
university man to live by ideals in
a university setting there must be
university autonomy. Bur this
autonomy is needed at twa levels,
The first protects it against
external designs te stunt and warp
it. The second Insulated it from
internal  influences  that  would
curb and inhibit the exercise both
of responsible academic freedom
and of the professional competence
cf each universicy man. Autonomy
at both levels, allowed generocusly

Goonetileke 2

and used responsibly, is  the
bedrock of university excellence
in a democracy. WWhen it is under

siege, pood and capable men are
forced to the door.

Buc can H. A |. Goonetileke
continue to pursue scholarship in

this country divorced from the
University which he so loves and
helped to build? This iz the
question.

If he does not, our loss would
be irretrievable and the world
abroad would be perplexed., A
Bibliography of Ceylon will
shortly go into its fourth volume,
And then every five years or so,
until the man goes the way of
his father, scholars and lavers of
this land can look forward ro
further volumes supplementing the
earlier ones and bringing the
critical record of the printed
Ceylonese word up to date,

There is, however, one ray of
light breaking through the gloom,
lc is the light of courageous
answers to the searching questions
that honest persons will bhe led
to ask themselves and ochers. |Is
academic and professional freedom
in the area of one's proven
competence semething to be feared
ar to be fostered? Are  che
demands of freedom and justice to

remain loud proclamations from
the housetops or are they to
have meaning for every man and
woman in our land? Is a life of
joyous pursult of the ideals of
truth, justice and honesty impossi-
ble in a hard world for persons

who would otherwise serve their
country well and ask for no greater
reward than the reward of being
able to serve?

“|  have learned”, H. A. I
Goonetlleke wrote in a dignified
farewell message to the eighty-
nine members of his Library Scaff,
“that work is a sacrament and
its only reward, and librarianship
is, in its highest form, an art of
social service to the mind of one's

fellow-man.” It is perhaps toe
late to undo the damage of a
premature retirement. [t is per-

haps not too late for all whe have
hopes in the University and for
the University Council itself to seek
complete awareness of the circums-
tances of this retirement. |t is
certainly not too late to see that
the country's best bibliographer
gets the only gratitude he seaks:
the opportunity to work and the
opporiunity to serve,

(]



I Language

The missing second - person

pronoun

by Reggie Siriwardena

They have seven or eight words for Thou, er You, which they apply

to persons according te thelr gquality,

or according as they would honour

them. And they are To, Topi, Umba, Umbela, Tomnai, Tomsi, Tomsela,

Tomenxi,
~— Rabert Knox: An

nox's list of the second
K-—person pronouns in the 17th
—century Sinhala of the Kandyan
kingdem (recognisable through the
distortions of his English translite-
ration) reflects the linguistic usages
of a society based on an elaborate

system of caste and class hier-
archies. It seems toe me that
today, after several decades of
the erosion of caste. the decline
of feudal relationships, and the
growth of bourgecis democracy,

the second=-person pronoun (always
one of the linguistic features maost
sensitive to relationships of power
and class) is undergoing some
interesting transformations in the
Sinhala spoken language.

The pronouns listed by Knox
ranged from the dominating the
and thopi to the deferential
thamunnanse (Knox's tomanxi).
Umba, in its traditional uwsage,
could vary insignificance, depending

on whether fits use was sy¥m-
metrical or not between two
persons. Clearly, a person who

addressed someone else as umba,
and was addressed by him as
thamunnanse, would be using
the former pronoun to express a
relationship  of superiority or
power. But two persons could
alse address each other as umba,
in which case the prencun would
indicate a familiar relationship
between equals.

What has happened in the |ast
few decades is that tho and thopi
have increasingly gone inte
abeyance, except as terms of
abuse and as survivals in some
backward feudal pockets. Wmba,
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All these words are groduolly one higher than the other.

Historical Relation of Ceylon.

as an indicator of a relationship
of superiorty or command is also
on the decline (theugh somewhat
more slowly than tho), but we
have reached the point where
many people no longer feel that
it is a proper form of address
even to domestics. So it Is likely
that in time to come umba will
survive only asa form of familiar
address between equals — used
maore commonly perhaps by workers
and peasants, but also by members
of more privileged classes when
talking intimately or jocularly.

So far, the changes In the
second-person pronoun usage in
modern spoken Sinhala parallel
what has happened in many other
languages during the evolution
from pre-capitalist relationships
to bourgeois democracy. Many
European languages, for instance,
have had at least two second
-person pronouns, non—polite and
polite—e. g. French tuand vous,
Spanish tu and usted, Russian ty
and vy. {In French and Russian
the polite forms of address to a
single person are Identical with
the universally used plural forms,)
Originally the non-polite forms
were used non-symmetrically to
social Inferiors as well as sym-
metrically by intimates, but with

demaocratisation it is this second
aspect that has become standar-
dised,

In  pre-revolutionary  Russia,

where bourgeois development was
belated, and dlstinctions of rank
were bureaucratically institution-
alised, the official army regulations
right down to 1917 even laid

down which ranks should be
addressed by superior officers as
vy and which as ty, and it
required the February Revolution
and the overthrow of tsarism to
abollsh  this distinction. Even
after October. however, the
soviet regime had to wage along
battle against the use of ty ro
subordinates in army or factory
by officers and bureaucrats who
had become habituated to it
Comrie and Stone, the authors
of a new sociolinguistic study,
The Russian Language since the
Revolution, quote official exhorta-
tions to the use of vy to subordij-
nates and condemnations of the use
of ty by militiamen, managers and
others, as late as the 19605, which
suggest that old habits had not
entirely died out even at that time.

In French, Russian and other
European languages, however, the
decline of the non-polite form was
accompanied by the universalisation
of the polite form as the normal
and neutral mode of address bet-
ween non-intimates. But it is strik-
ing that In modern spoken Sinhala
we have had the first development
but not the second. There is In
fact no generally recognised neutral
second-person pronoun In Sinhala
speech today. Oba is much too
formal to be used outside public
speeches and the dialogue of bad
plays. Thamuse was apparently
deferential in Knox's time, but in
contemporary usage it has acquired
a tone of famillarity, and sounds
condescending when used to a
stranger. What Is tending to fill
the gap, at least in urban speech,
is oya., But oya, too, when add-
ressed te non-intimates carries
with it an air of brashness. | do
hear oya often used, for instance,
by bus-conductors to passangers,
and while | understand and even



sympathise with this usage as a
form of democratic self-assertive-
ness | would net use the pronoun
myself to a stranger,

In my own Sinhala usage and that
of many others. | find thatin polite
conversation W'|t|'| strangars ar non-
intimates, one tends to do without
the second-persen prenoun at all,
for lack of an all-purpose neutral
form. One says: Mister Ratna-
yake heta enavada? or Chandrata
dhen iskole nivadudha? or even,
to a complete stranger, Mahatma-
yage nama mokakdha? where one
would say in English, Will you
come tommorrow, Mr. Ratna-
yake? or Are your school holi-
days now on, Chandra?cr What’s
your name! Here social change
seems to have outstripped the
development of pronominal forms.
(It would be interesting to know
whether there isa parallel situation
in contemporary Tamil.)

| have so far said nothing obout
English, which had at one time
diffierent polite and non-polite
forms of the second-person pro-
noun, This is, in fact, like univer-
sal franchise, equality of persons
before the law, and freedom of
contract between employer and
worker, one of those fictions of
formal equality which conceal the
real inequality of bourgeois rela-

tions.
Ll

It is not surprising, therefore,
that Britain, which led the rest of

Eurcpe In the development of
capitalism and bourgeois demo-
cracy, should also have gone

fastest and furthest in the accom-
panying process of pronominal
change, obliterating the distinetion
wween polite and  non—polite
forms altogether, It is also evident
why this change should have taken
place around the time of tht [7th
century English revelution. Signi-
ficantly, where the myth of farmal
equzlity was abandoned, as in racial
relations in the Southern 5tates of
America, other forms of address
had to be developed by white Eng-
iish speakers to mark the openly
acknowledged racial inequalities :
hence, the practice of addressing
Black American adults as boy.

One consequence of the develop-
ment of the English second-person

pronoun is that you often cannot
translate Russian, French or Spanish
literature into English  without
losing some nuances of social eor
persenal relationships conveyed by
the second-person pronouns, For
instance, in Dosteevsky's Crime
and Punishment (Parc |, Ch, 3),
Mastasya, the servant in the house
where Raskolnikov lodges, uses ty
to him, because she regards him
with affectionate familiarity: she is
much older than him, and he is a
poor student and therefore not
appreciably her social superior.
(David Magarshack in' the Penguin
Classics translation destroys this
effect completely by making her
address Raskolnikov as 'sir'.) In The
Idiot (Part | Ch. 2) Prince Mysh-
kin's indifference to class distine-
tions as against the commaon
humanity of all men is brought out
by his using vy to the servant at
the Epanchins' home (while in Part
| Ch. B Mastasya Filippovna, mista-
king the Prince for a servant,
addresses him as ty). The effect
of the Prince's conversation with
the Epachins’ servant is to make
the latter feel something that was
‘entirely proper between man and
man but completely out of place
between guest and servant’.

Something of the quality of these
scenes (and of many others In Rus-
sian licerature) disappears In English
translation with the loss of the
differentiating pronouns. Sinhala
and Tamil, with their linguistic
heritage of a hierarchical society,
could convey these nuances better,
It Is not only the pointers to class
relatlonships but also some of the
subtler shades of personal feeling
carried by the second-person pro-
neuns in Russian that are oblitera-
ted In translation into English. lc is
not too much to say that in Russian
fiction the two pronouns (and tha
corresponding singular and plural
forms of the verb) serve as conti-
nual signals of the quality of a
relationship, or of the shifts within
it. Between a man and a woman,
for Instance, the change from vy
to ty signals growch Inte intimacy
or love; on the other hand, a rev-
erse change indicates coldness or
estrangement.

In Tolstoy' s Anna
the Karenins, who

Karenina
early in the

novel call each other ty {as Is
customary between husband and
wife), change to wy as the rela-
tionship chills.  Significantly, Kare-
nin, to whom keeping up appearances

is of first importance, uses the
formal pronoun for the first time
when Anna has betrayed the

proprieties of marriage in public
by openly displaying her emotion
over YWronsky's fall in the stee-
plechase (Part Il ch. 29). In the
last chapters preceding Anna's
suicide her rapid  oscillations
between bitterness against Vronsky
and a desperate clinging to him
are signified by her alternation
between the two forms of address.
“We're definicely going tomorrow,
aren't we!' Vronsky asks, and
she answers, ‘You (vy), butnot L.
The vy is like a glass of cold
water thrown in his face. The
next moment, after he has left'
she sends him a note, ‘Come
home, | must explain. For God's
sake, come I'm frightened’ (singular
forms, intimate, pleading).

Chekhov's Lady with a Little
Dog is another example of how
much a great writer can get out
of the contrast between tﬁe two
second—person pronouns.  After
Gurov has slept with Anna, the
lady he has encountered casually
at Yalca, he slips easily into
saying ty to her (he is an
experienced roue, who chinks of
the affalr as a passing diversion).
She, on the other hand, continues
to address him as vy, since she
feels guilty after ner act of
marital Infidelity, and holds herself
back emotionally. Gurov goes back
to Mascow, finds he can't get
Anna out of his mind, makes a

journey te her home-town and
encounters her in the theatre,
In the ensuing conversation not

only she but he too uses the more
formal vy — a sign of greater seri-
ousness on his part, since he can
no longer put ona show of easy
intimacy. In the last section of
the story we see them again after
the relationship has grown into
lasting though unhappy love, and
here for the first time Anna is given
a single line where she uses the
second—peson singular form of the
verb (ty implied) : the emotional
barriers she maintained have
fallen.

1]



I Culture

Western cultural

by Ariyadeva

In a previous article this commen”
tator noted the continuation of
cultural  colonisation. | drew
attention to the presence of
West German agencies, appendages
of the main West German poli-
tical partles, In crucial areas of
cultural importance to the country
West Germans today are there-
fore key cultural infiltrators
and controllers in this regard,
a height not reached by the
Americans even during the
Dullesian era. (The Americans,
one should note maintain  today
a relatively low profile anda
more interactionist appreach to
culture similar to the profile
maintained for quite some time
by the British),

But the German presence hera
did net always fit the bill of the
expatriate  cultural commissar,
The 19th century and the early
20th century is replete with names
of Germans who came here got
‘converted ' to our heritage and
returned te their land to pro-
pagate ideas they had discovered
here—a cultural colanisation in
reverse as it  were. Alchough
these Germans did not have che
same impact on the 5rilzankan
psyche as another Westerner, the
American  Olcotr  cheir  work
nevercthless was wvery imporcant,
| refer to Geiger, Oldenberg,
Max Muller, Dalke and the more
recent monks who took Buddhist
robes with names having the
prefix Gnana,

These persons performed 2
useful function, firstly in helping
inasmall way to free the then
confident Europe from a narrow
ethnocentricity — a process which
is still continuing — Secondly ~ and
more impertant 0 our context -
these writers helped give the
legitimacy and the stamp of
Western recognition te 5ri Lanka's
and South Asian region’s traditions
at a time when the cultural
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heroes

apparatus was firmly In contrel
of foreign elements,

The feudal economy together
with its pluses and barbarities

was rapldly en the retreat and a
new economy — initially mercantil-
ist and later plantation based
- was in the ascendancy, controlled
firstly by Portugal and Holland
and later by Britain, Accompany-
ing the economic presence was
a new cultural impositien in rell-
gion, education, entertainment
and world view generally. which
supplanted the traditional SriLan-
kan culture emerging from a feu-
dal structure as well as maore
Universal ones. These Universal
ongs related for example to
questions abaut the nature of man
and reality, the nature of percep-
tion, the nature of human nature,
the nature of beauty and the
aesthetic  experience and  such
similar questions - to be dismissed
by both Christian missionaries
and secular  critics  including
Marxists, as being eicher heathen
baliefs or idealistic speculation.
This cultural exoerience from the
past Included alse the know-how
to build large ranks and resery-
olrs, In fact the biggest [rrigation
system the world had sean  till
the 18th century. It zalso included
technology to build the huge dagabas
and similar examples of conspicu-
ous state consumption. It also
included at more human level the
knewledge of a codified medical
system.

The cultural genocide which
occurred under European terms
in the name of rellgion and later
of science attempted to wipe out
this early system. It is here that
the Germans of the 19th century
and the early 20th century Geigar,
Oldenberg, Muller and Dalke find
an important niche in Sri Lankan
(and also South Asian) selfassertion,

Gelgar discoverad In the Maha-
vamsa not fantasy and fairy tales

of the past

but a  surprisingly  accurate
chronology of events and people
extending over 2000 years. This
chronology, it was true was seen
through the distorting lens of the

self incerest of cthe Mahavamsa
writers, namely a particular sect
of the Buddhist clergy. But

nevercheless it was a chronology
and history  differing  only in
degree in this sense, from the
historical writings found anywhere

Oldenberg and other European
discoverers of the Buddhist tradi-
tion helped emphasise the very
serious questions on the natyre
of human nature which generations
of empirical thinkers had dwelled
on. These questions te be discy-
ssed in seriousnesa in  European
psychlogy only recently were not
of the kind to be dismissed as
mere mysticism or idle speculation.
(as they once were).

Max Mueller is rememberad for
his study of that important key
to the culture of the region,
namely the Sanskrit languags. He
and his like helped establish that
writers like the 5th century
B. C. Panini were asking and
answering questions on philology
thousands of years before Europe.
Further, other writers on language
like Bhartruhari were describing
characteristics of language that
were discoveced only well into
the 20th century Europe. These
German writers {as well as other
Wastern ones) helped also diaw

attention te  the fact thar a
systematic knowledge on Algebra
and Mathematics including  the

dissovery of the
this region well
regions.

zero exjsted In
before ather

In the third quarter of the
20th century, Europe is no longer
in its prime. Self~doubt and a3
new questioning pervades its
cultural sphere. In this mainstream
of questioning, many so called

(Conifived on Page 24)



As I like it

Touchstone I

A legacy of

Speculating during the colon-
ial era on what element of

the British era in this country
was most likely to outlast the
dissolution of empire, John Still
hazarded the guess that it would
be cricket. It must have seemed
an implausible answer at the time.
It would have been more reason-
able to suppose that a game
suited to long English  summer
evenings, permeated by the Eng-
lish public-school ethes (‘Play
up. play up, and play the game' },
and reflecting the English tempera-
ment in its boring prolongation
over Interminable stretches of
time would wilt away in the
tropical climate once the aura it
acquired frem  the imperial
connection was removed,

But 5till seems to have been
right, and the current World
Cup tournament Is 2 good occas-
ion to reflect on the oddity of
the fact that Britain should have
been so successful in implanting
cricket in her former Asian and
Caribbean  colonies. Come to
think of it, cricket has been a
much hardier survival than that
other game our one - time imper-
izl masters taught us +— the game
of parliamentary democracy, which
even where it is perpetuated in
ex=British colenies of the chird
world, is hardly played according
to Westminster rules.

Far from the game withering

away in post-colonial Sri Lankas
it has percolated down te new
social layers outside the circle of

what Marxists would call the
‘compraderes " and their offspring
who originally played it. Already
in the "thirties the emerging
maticnzlist petty-bourgecisie and
the Buddhist schools which were
their strongholds were proving
themeelves in the game, with
*Big matches' in the style of the
Royzl-Themian, as evidence that
they had arrived. In post-colonial
times the advance of free education
hzs carried the gospel of cricket
to the provinces and the country-
side, and small towns now have

Empire
versions of the ®big

their own
match' ritual.

That Dr. M. M. Perera, one of
the original founders of what
was Sri Lanka's first milicant
anti-imperialist mass movement,
should have ended as President of
the Board of Control of Cricket,
seems entirely appropriate to the
sociological  phenomenon | have
been talking about. Incidentally,
Dr. Pererals not the only Trots-
kyist, or ex-Trotskyist, to be
enamoured of cricket. C.L.R,
lames, the ope-time YWest Indian
Trotskyist and historian { his book
The Black Jacobins is the best
study of the Toussaint | 'Quver-
ture slave revolt in San Domingo)
&E{ayed first=class cricket in the

est Indies aud has written a
book on West Indian  cricket
titled Beyond a Boundary.

Doctor ( honoris causa)

S5ri Lanka is probably one of
the few countries where the Press
refers to politicians who have earned
honarary  doctorates by their
‘scholastic”  rtitles. So ‘Doctor’
V. Dahanayake and ‘Doctor’
Badiuddin Mahmud used to be
honoured by the newspapers in
the past. But today the 'Daily
Mews' has apparently adopted
the new principle that honorary
doctorates are to be recognisad
only as long as politicians are In
power. Galle's veteran politiclan,
who has been back incthe news
in connection  with  Municipal
politics, has become  plain
‘Mr. W. Dahanayake', but the
Minister of Education and Higher
Education s  still *Dr. Nissanka
Wileyeratna ',

Department of Subtle
Distinctions

"Arc must reflect
must also do more than  that;
in the classical formulation, It
must  also held a mirror up to
nature. This ‘ Palangetiyo' Is able
to achieve only spasmodically.
{ Gamini Seneviratne in a review
of the film.)
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Western cultural. ..
(Continned from poge 22)

Eastern strands have been added.
To this self search and realising
maturity of European thought,
the Germans of the last century
who came to our climes have
contributed significantly.

They have also helped us free
ourselves from the traditional
moorings of our past heritage as
well as from the new imposed
cultural conditioning of the West
and thus helped us in our own
searches for both legitimacy and
direction.

As a concluding note, we should
also mention that the cultural
conditioning and the view of our
own problems was common not
only to those of the dominant
views of Europe, but also of
Marxism, the newly found voice
of the underprivileged: Marx
himself —inspite of his analyses
being perhaps the most incislve
on the European scene—was a

creature of his times (or more
prosaically of his references and
source materjal). The Europe of
his times had not yet opened its
mind to the immense material,
scientific and cultural achievements
of the Asian region. Marx's
stages of history were all more
or less located in Europe moving
from the slave owning Greek
Roman  Mediterranean region,
through the feudal Western and
Central European systéms, to the
capitalism of Woestern Europe,
Asia, he relegated to a residual
category of the Asiatic mode of
production where he assumed
(falsely) that communal property
existed and history did not flow,
and — waorse — which Engels belie-
ved was not a “civilization"

True self search and a proper
inguiry of our social, economic
and cultural condition requires
therefore not only a re-examination
of the imposed dominant Establish-
ment views of the West but
alse at times even its opposite.
But then, that is another story,
for another time.

Palangetiyo . . .

(Continued from page 18)

obligations and duties—the dowry
he has pledged for his older sister.
The younger sister, given her own
inherited values and understanding,
sees no hope at all and commits
suicid e,

Kusum , true to her self, finds
momentary escape in a ‘mache’ on
a motor-bike (Tennyson, a fine
portraic by Rajan Mendis) and their
caricature of Hindi film romance isa
is a superbly placed double irony,
Just as the rhythmic counterpoint
of a roving engine and pulsating
passion is a brilllant touch. The
tragic finale, an idyllic holiday in
the hills they cannot afford, is
Obeysekera's nicely considered, if
tentatlve, observation on both
the hopeless ones, and on society
itself.
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queues at Travel Counters!

At Altken Spence we are geared to give you
quick, efficienc service at all times, so that

your personal call on us becomes the oceasion

for giving you our personal, individual attention.
From under one roof, we can book your tickets,
get your Exchange Control approval, issue Travellers
cheques, arrange for passports and visas, handle
flight and baggage insurance, fix hotel accomodation
either here or at your disembarkation point, advise
on and prepare tours or pilgrimages at the lowaest
fares and on the wisest, quickest routes....

We've been so long in the business that we can
claim years more experience,.

AND IT COSTS YOU NOTHING EXTRA

your

cheques

Aitken Spence

Aitken Spence & Co. Ltd,,
I3, Sir Baron Jayatillaka Mawatha,
Colombo 1. Tel: 25414 27861
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Best battery
money

TNt Sy
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EVEREADY-
Heavy Duty
fOor power-hungry equlpment
THE GREATEST NAME IN PORTABLE POWER

UNION
-CARBIDE

UNION CARBIDE CEYLON LIMITED

PHOENIX |



~ EXCLUSIVE JUMBO
SERVICES TO EUROPE

AND SIN

Only SIA offers

an exclusive 747B service
every Tue to Dubai,
Zurich, Frankfurt and
Copenhagen; and non-stop
every Thu to Singapore.

3

gt \

In addition,

SIA offers two 707
Superjet services each week
to Zurich, Copenhagen
and four 1o Singapore —
the biggest choice.
Whichever tlight you
choose, you'll enjoy

a standard of inflight
service even other
airlines talk about.

COLOMBOTO DUBAI,
ZURICH, FRANKFURT,
COPENHAGEN. SINGAPORE )

SINGAFORE
A;IRUNES
A great way to fly

LLOYD'S BUILDING, 154, SIR BARON JAYATILAKE MAWATHA. COLOMBO 1, TELEPHONE: 24143, 24181, 21501
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