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R. Paskaralingam,

Secretary,

Ministry of Local Government,
Housing and Construction.

Mr. N. Balasubramaniam was the General Secretary of the Ceylon Tamil
Teackers” Union. He has been known to me for over 15;Years. '

He had occasion to meet me several times in my official capacity when
I was working in the Ministry of Education.

He bad the quality of endearing himself to any administrator. “His
approach to any issue was always couched in such a manner that it would be
difficult to refuse, at least, to discuss that particular matter. .

Though he had very pleasing qualities, when it came to the real issues, he
was able to take a very firm 'stand and ‘present his case convincingly without
effeading any party in the process.

He served his Union very selflessly and giving his time and energy in great
abundance. I always had a very high regard for his ability, honesty and sincerity.

I consider his untimely death a great loss to the teachers in this country.
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- Mr. N. Balasubramaniom

George Mendis
Addl, Secretary
Ministry of Education

Niath of Jamuary, 1980 was a sad day for the teachers amd others
comnected with teachimg in Sri Lanka.

We lost N. Balasubramaniam who met with his tragic death in Jaffma
under circumstances which he would never have dreamt of. *Bala’, as known
to all of us was ome of the most sober, simple amd humble persons I have
met, especially im the education circles, As Secretary of the Ceylon Tamil
Teachers” Union for mearly tem years he was concerned with not only the
welfare of the Tamil Teachers in the country but also with all those who
belong to various categories of the teaching service. He had spokem very oftem
of the teachers in gemeral be they Tamil, Sinhala or Muslim. I have known
him closely for more than ten years in the field of education. I have had
occasion to participate with him at the annual conferences in Jaffna, Batticaloa
and elsewhere on the subject of teaching in schools. Bala was not only popular
in his owa Union but he was also a person who was recognised among othey
teacher groups and in general educaticn circles im the Ministry and Education
Departments. He was such a tactful and pleasant individual that I am sure
whatever represeatations he made would have been reccived with great
consideration. Bala mot only contributed to the well being of teachers but was
also mindful of their responmsibilities and also assisted in a substantial way
to get it delivered to the students im schools. His interest in developing schools
in difficult areas and the estate schools need special memtiom. Delft and the
other islands of Kayts were common topics im our discussion.

Although Balasubramaniam was also an Attorney-at-Law he still maintaimed
his relationship with the teachimg profession since he was married to the
programme of upliftment.

T have known him as an individual having the best qualities expected
of a good men, His loss is badly felt by us.

Bala is dead, long live ““Bala’’.
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K. R. M. Punchinilame
Retired Director of Education

The late Mr . N, Balasubramanium, popularly known as Bala, was ene who
never felt tired of his struggle for the cause of Teachers in general and those

of his community in particular,

During my tenure of office as Director of Education (Schools Adminmis-
tration) I had ample occasion to know Bala: Bala never left me when it was doin8
some good to the Tamil Teachers, He knew his teachers well, and whenever he
pursued a case of a teacher he did that too, well. Once, when the Tamil Teachers
serving in Non-Tamil areas were in difficulty, it was this Bala that plamned the
pressure on administrative machinary to grant them the much desired relief. At
that time he was never weary of waiting and similarly was of shunting,

Even in his normal time dealings he had an abundance of patience when
called upon to wait on, stregth in confrontation and a capacity to take up when faced
with turn down. Cultured in manner and modest on demand, Bala was never

unreasonable in his requests.

A sincere friend when convinced he should be, I still feel the warmth
of good-will he showered on me once a relief mission took me to the North:
Active and genial and with a face always adormed with a smile, Bala the
Trade Unionist was real ‘BALA’ (strength) to the Tamil Teachers.

His demise is no slight a miss. The gift he possessed had much to
blossom. His untimely death is very unkind of fate and to me In Jaffna it
is the collapse of a Tower of Strength.

MAY HIS ATMAN FIND SOLACE IN HOLY TRINITY.
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He dgelieﬂ.ect in the unily o# all teachers

L. Ariyavapnsa
Former President,

Sri Lanka Jatika Guru Sangamayn
President
World Teachers Federatioa

We were deeply grieved to hear of the sudden death of N. Balasubra-
maniam, former General Secretary of the All Ceylon Tamil Teaehers’ Union,
whom we always considered a good friend, staunch trade unionist and true
patriot. His untimely death removes a strong and important Link that bound
the Sinhala teachers to their Tamil brothers in the country.

Bala was a true representative of the Tamil Teachers. We held him in
great respect as an honest and capable leader of the Tamil teachers who had
many problems specific to their community connected with the struggle for
genuine democracy. He played an important role in the maintenance of good
relations that always existed among different communities in the teaching
profession, first and foremost among the Simhala and Tamil Teachers. These two
unions, the Tamil Teachers’ Unien and the SriLanka Jatika Guru Sangamaya
always maintained close relations of friendship and cooperation and it became
possible to discuss the creation of a single teachers’ Union when conditiong
permitted,

We had a high regard for BEala’s opimion on all matters connected with
teachers and education in the country as he had the ability to understand
common problems,

I am aware he had great confidence in me personally as he wused to
say that we could always count om his support in all problems affecting th®
teaching profession as a whole. We had a high degree of understanding that
promoted close cooperation betweem our organisations.

We deeply mourn his uatim:zly death as a great loss to all teashers in
the Island,
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unifq be Further C”reng”wnea’

L. Wilson de Silva
President,
Lanka Upadidhari Guru Sangamaya,

Bala is no more. But we are umable to forget the services rendered by
him for the cawse of the Teachers’ Trade Union Movement.

Mr. N. Balasubramaniam was in the forefront with the Uuited Teachers
Front fighting for the rights of the Teachers. [ genuinely feel that Bala
paved the way to foster Natiomal Unity through Teachers® Trade Union
Movement.

He was as busy as a bee and giant in the Teachers Trade Unioa
Movement, His untimely death is an irreparable loss to the Teacher population.
Lanka Upadidhati Gurn Samgamaya wishes to express their gratitude to the
Ceylon Tamil Teachers Union for making this effort to publish a Souvenir
focussing the exemplary services of Comarade Balasubramaniam.

Whilst expressing our heartfelt condolence on the bereavement of Bala,
‘we pray that unity of Teachers Trad: Unions built by him be further
strengthened in the future,
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