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I propose to edit from time to time in this
Journal snch Tamil inscriptions as may be
discovered in Ceylon. I now give one convey-
ing land to the Sivanioa Sankikara Kovil, now
known aa Thirn Kowil in the Batticaloa District.
I propose to number such inscriptions consecu-
tively to allow of easy refereuce.

No. 1.

This inscription is on two sides of a sgquaro
stono post sbout five feet or so in longth,
but evidently broken off where it originally
ontered tho ground. On tho other sides are an
elaborate Bhairava slls, and & peacock vihanam
supporting the asthram, or emblom of the god.
These will be described moro fully in a description
of the temple. I found this pillar built into
the mud wall of & small Amman Kowil, in the
adjacent village of Tambilivil, where it was
arrnnged so s to exhibit the uninscribed side,
with the Bhairava slls or trident. I have since
removed and erectod it in tho portico of the temple.
The inscription runs :

(@) Sri Saika Pothi Paruma Rign Thiri-
puvanas Sakkra-vaththikal Sri Visaya Viku
Thevarka dndu pathtbivathil thii mitham 20

thiyathi
(b) Sivanips Bankikara Koyilukku koduth-
tha Vovila ithai thanmaththukka akitl

so(y)thiodkil Keakaik karaiyil kirdm pasuvaik
konra phvathaik kolls kadavirikavum,
This must be translated ;

TAMIL INSCRIPTIONS IN CEYLON.

[Ocronen, 1885,

On the twentioth day of the month of Januvsry
of the tenth year of Deva Sri Wijaya Bhu (of
the family) of the Tri-bhuwana Chakmvartis
{descended from the) Paroma Rdna Sri S8angs
B0, Bowila (Vovils) was given to the temple of
Sivanine Sankikara. Should any one do any-
thing in his power prejudicial to this, let him
soquire the sin of killing a Kirdtn cow on the
baska of the Ganges.

Nores,

Vovils is now called in Tamil Vévil and is a
teact of ficlds somo four miles south of the temple,
the Sinhalese nume of which 1 have ascertained
to bo Bowila. Sivanlna Sankikara was an
nucient beoefactor of the temple, which is dedi-
cated to Kathirai-indavan, or Kathiragam Deva,
n form of Skanda. A Kirdm cow is literally ono
of the ‘red ' colour, or dun, but evidently was also
the generio uamoe of a pecaline breod.

With this iuscription should be compared that
of §ri Sanga Bo Sri Wijays Bibu at Dondrs,
published by Professor Davids in the Jowrna/
B. A, 8 (Ceylon) 1870-71, dated Sakn 1432,
and in the fourth yoar of his reign. If the
Bowila grant is by tho ssme king, our grant
must be of Saka 1438. It is, however, poasible
our grant is by Wijaya Bihu VI. A.D, 1308 to
1410 ; and it may also be by Wijnya Babu I11.
A.D. 1240 to 1267. Had our grant been by the
Wijaya Bahu of Saka 1432, it is quite unlikely
it would have omitted the Suka yoar.
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