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Jaffna Christian
Educational Council

The Ven. Sam D. Horshing-
ton, Archdeacon of Jaffna, con:
vened & meeting of Prinmpalls.
Managers of Schools and Chris-
tian Eduecationists on Saturday
the 13th of February at St
John's College, Jaffna, to disquss
the report of the Religious Edu-
cation Committee.

The memorandum submitted
by the Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran to
the National Christian Council
was tabled by Ven, Sam D. Hor-
shington who chaired the mest-
the inten-

ing. It was felt that

tion of the report was to com-
pletely revolutionise the prevail-
ing system of education 1n the

field of religions education. The

report intends to bring about
chapges in two ways:
(1) By seeing that every

school is placed in the setting of
the majority of students, possess-
ing a shrine room, observiog all
the religious and cultic practices
of the religion concerned and
altogether in the context of the
environment and ethos of that
religion. Thus every school in the
Natiopal Scheme will become an
edition of & Pansala.

{2) By requisitioning  the
powers inherent in the Dept. of
Education to make regulations
that will epsure conformity to

what it desires.

Mr. K, Nesiah spoke about
the implications of the proposals
embodied in the WHITE PAPER
and the Role of Church Schools,

On a proposal made by Mr.
I, P. Thurairatnan and seconded
by the Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran it
wag decided to revive the Jaffna
Christian  Educational  Coupcil
which had ceased to fuoction
after the take over of Schools,

The Rtf. Rev. D. ]J. Ambala-
vanar aod Mr. C. E. Apandara-
jan were unanimously elected Pre-
sident and Secretary respectively
of the Jaffoa Christian Educational
Council,

It was unanimously ' decided
to submit a memorandum regard.
ing the report of the Religious
Education Cemmittes to. His
Excellency, the President of Sri
Lanka with coples of it
members of the Cabinet,

to the

Doctorate for Indian
Musician

M. S. Subbulakshmi has been
conferred the highest award of
Viswa Bharati University. At the
Annual Convocation of the Uani.
versity of Santiniketan, She was
conferred the titla Desitottama
which can roughly be tranlated as
Doctor of Fhilosophy,

3 Tributes were paid to her
virtuosity as g singer and her
sontribution to Indian Music,

= Tamii Times,

Plamming “for 2000 A, D.

A group of Church leaders
met at the Ecamenical Christian
Centre at Bangalors recently to
consider strategies to meet the
challenges for the next two de-
cades,

A Committee of five was

appointed to prepare an all India
consultation with Church leaders
on the subject.

Participants at an ecumenical
symposium at New York, however
wera of the view that any sach
celebration of tha beginning of
the third millennium on the Chris-
tian Calendar should be low-key.

Keynoter for the New York
gathering was Cynthia Wedel one

of the six Presidents of the
WCC,

Continuing socistal problemsg
such as inflation and "the rise

of a new racism” eould make
such a celebration “'a scandal be:
fore God and to the Worid " said
John Brandon Associate General
Secretary of 10 denomination con-
sultation on Church Union,

Devotional

Lent

“From that time forth began
Jesus to shew unto his dis.
ciples how that he must go
unte Jerusalem and soffer
many things......" (Math. 21)

Christianity is " the word of
the cross”. St. Paul is never
tired of stressing the point. ‘' By
the blood of Jesus Christ we are
cleansed of all sin” says the
First Epistle of St. John. To
mind ourselves of this fact, we
have crosses in our churches, we
observe Good Friday., And cons-
tantly we preach on it.

But the Church from ancient
limes has feli that all this is oot
enough and has appoioted that
we should dwell on this subject
in particular for the forty days
(actually forty-four days — but Sun-
days are left out), before Easter.
In certain Churches this was
accompanied by certain rigid out-
ward observances,

However, the
to this have been
relaxed in recent
because of the advice given in
the Bible reading given for Ash
Wednesday: " Rend your hearts
aud not your garments.”

rules ralating
considerably
times; possibly

Nevertheless, it is important
we should thiok of this object
renerally, but particularly at this
season,

L P

Personal

Dr. Preman Jeyaratnam has
been appointed Consultant Anaes-
thetist in the hospital where he
is. working at Birmingham, He
was earlier on the staffi of Green
Hospital, Manipay. He is the son
of Mr, K. Jeyaratnam and Mrs.
Jeyaratnam of Araly, presently at
Uduvil,

Jaffna Sehobls

The following statisties re-
lating to Government schools in
Jalfoa are now available: —

Number of Schanlg 561
Number of Students 1,959,740
Number of Teachers 5340
Number of Principals 458
Nomber of Special Posts 44
Number of Primary Schools 300
Number up to OL 168
Number with AL Classes ‘93

News from India

Christian Medical College,
VYellore

The new Principal of CMCcC,
Vellore is Dr. Benjamin Pulimood,
Professor, of Medicine and reputed
physician, Hs has been appointed
Principal for seven years,

Dr, Pulimood is an
member of the N.C.C.I's
mittee on the Evangalistic
Sacial Mission of the Church.

active
Com-
and

Literary Award for Urdu Poet

The Bengal Utrdu Academy
bas awarded the Rev. (Dr.) Sa-
muel V, Bhajjan, a literary award
of Rs, 1,500,00 for his collection
of Urdu Poems. Fughan-e-Sang
— The Cry of Stones. Besides sa-
cular poems the collection has
poems on Christian themes spread
over 200 pages.

This is the aunthor’s second
literary award, Dr. Samuel Bhaj-
jan is  Director of the Heary
Martyn Institute of Islamic Stu-
dies, Hyderabad,

I brief

O  Vocational Training in gov-
ernment schools haz besn inau-
gurated, for students who have
completed their school course.
Victoria College, Chulipuram and
Nadeswara College, Kankesan-
thurai are two schools which
had already started courses.

O  Buvelyn Rutnam Memorial

Institute has inaugurated the

Jaffnoa Women's Study Circle

at the Jaffoa University" Adver-

tisements which sell women"
was the theme of a two-day

Exhibition which was declared

open by Dr. James Rutoam on

15:2-82,

O Duty free Complex at Kollu-
pitiya. A Lankan who had
been abroad for three months
is permitted a duty free allow-
ance of Rs, 2000/-, If he has
done any shopping abroad, this
is discounted and he may claim
the balance at the Kaollupitiva
Complex where duty free arti-
cles could be purchased over
the counter.

©  Prince Philip, the Dulke of
Edinburgh will visit Sri Lanka
on 2-3-82, He will arrive in
his own plase, The object of

N MEMORIAM

|

—

D. S. Sanders

“In everloving and treasured

memory our dear lyah
To live in the hearis left
behind is not to dije.”

Affectionately remsmbered
by your loved ones.

Nursing & Para Medical
Courses

Applications are invited from
those who desire to follow Para-
medical courses and the courses
in Gesmeral Nursing and B, S,
Nursing in recognised institutions
in India.

Applicants should have sciepes
passes at the A’ level and pass
in English at the 'O level,

Application forms may ba
obtained from the undersigned op
payment of Rs, 10/-

Rev. Sam Thampae,

Secretary, 1. D, €. 5.1,,

" Diocesan Office,
Vadduokoddai,

IN MEMORIAM

B

IN CHERISHED AND FOND
MEMORY OF

Marjorie Rosamalar Jeyasingam

" We miss youw niore as the
years go by,

Thou be the gain,
ours the sorrow,

Live in peace where
Christ doth shine,

Thy love sustains us,
leading to the morrow ™

Qur Dearest Amma, Acca;
We miss you deeply on the \;Sth
Anniversary of your entering
into glory-March 8th.

25, Somasunderam Avenus,
Chundikuli,

his vislt is to study wild life in
Sri Lanka and to witoess the
" Elephant Drive Operation fro_m
Mahaveli H area to the Wil
pattu Sanctinary.

Q Saturday Review is 80 ]_In-
lish Weekly newspaper Which
has made its debut racentfr. _It_
is published by Kala Nilayam

Ltd., Jaffua.

O The reputed Tamil Scholar
of Kokuvil, Pulnvnrma_ni T, cou-.
maraswamypillai passed ARWAY
on 15-2-82. Hea was for mﬂ).’

years on the Staff of Raman®

than COH&BIG"-
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Lent — A Season of Spiritual Stocktaking
EDITORIAL '982 by Rev. S, P. K. Solomon
affna |
J ] During this time of Lent if i now living and truly present
- ‘ i ' i i His
i i ing, startling and erimly o ook at the Crucifix and then ith and in His Church,
Contemporary events in Jaffna are distressing, s gy e e c 5 w5 o wits axd o Hi Chuich, 0
ot any other self axamination than

The “incident’ at Kurikadduvan jetty (in the Kaytsd elsnztoz:z
where a soldier guardipg an Army jeep was shot dea .1ad 1-m|m|
armaments removed from the 'foor’ of the jeep, has traile
“fumes' over the entire pepinsula.

The tragic event which took place on 13.2:82 triggered & fran-

fic stampede of week-end shoppers at the New Market, ]nl’lnaav:hi:
a false alarm got round that security forces were on the rampag

cpek revenge on civilians.

followed laler at Archuvely where a youthhis‘ re-
injuries in a midnight

An ‘incident ' ; tre
orted to bave died as a result of gun-shot | ;
:cuﬂis {according to some news reports | with security forces.

These scenes are typical of everyday life in th_a d.istrict when
at unpredictable moments, the normal life of citizens is disrupted and
traumatised by ‘‘body gearches” at military road blocks, hPuse to
house search and arrests of suspects in cordoned off areas while army
helicopters hover low over peasant huts.

What is rather enigmatic about the situation is thf' bold heqd-
line in the Ceylon Daily News of 15-2-82 which said '’ was soldier
chot to ruin public co-operation ™ ?

During the early days of the terrorist attacks reported in Jaffna,
a complaint articulated far and wide was that the Jaffoa ptlblllc ga1‘:e
no co-operation of any kind to the police to track down criminals in
the North,

Later, this accusation was modified and mitigated by the asser-
gion that it was mortal fear of reprisals from “terrorists”™ which
made the Jaffoa man reticent when ‘incidents' took place.

But now the official position appears to be that terrorism in
Jaffoa is not susceptible to naive coaceptions and ready-made conclu-
gions as it once was. Public co-operation, it appears, is nof want-
ing in the pursuit of diebard criminals.

All the same, numerous arrests have been made of 'suspects’,
the penipsula has taken on the semblance of a beleagured ‘city’,
with all the citizens obsessed with a " doomsday syndrome ",

The M. P. for Jaffna in an interview he gmave to the Press in
Madras is reporied to have said that Jaffna today is a land of
pervasive peace — the peace of the grave. [ We have translated into
English the piece of news reported in a Tamil newspaper.]

What the M., P. had obviously in mind was the economic dete-
rioration, educational set back aod social stagnation that has been
the Iot of the Jaffoa man as a dirsct result of the turbulence he
has witnessed periodically since May 1981, :

Who and what has led Jaffna again to this gloomy pass is a

q_uastion which has to be investigated by the goveroment with objec-
tivity, homesty and candour.

.Dr. W Rfubart Holmes concludiog  his chapter " Government and
Pohtli.:s" in his book, Jaffna 1980, has expressed the view that with
the "coociliatory moves” and " friendly statemsnts”

i ¢ made by the
TULF "peace and reconciliation” was in sight in Sri

Lanka.

It is two years since the book was written, Much sparkling

water has fowed under the bridge of TULT — State relations since
then. The ‘conciliatory moves' of the TULF have been reciprocated
by the government by the setting up of the District Devalopment
Council in Jaffoa, though after an anguishing ordeal, ' Uity Talks'
have also been concluded on vital issues affecting the Tamil people.

But theré is some delay in getting the in Jalfaa to
work, about which the Chairman of the DDC in Jaffaa has expressed
concern recently at a Conference held at the J.faa Secretariat at

wl?ich the UNO Davelopment Planning Representative Mr. Y, Y
Kim was present, .

Council

The delay may be due to datails which will have to be worked

out with regard to the sharin
& g of powers between
the Ministries— a vital issue. e
5 In the meanwhile, we can to some extent sense the mood of
B

[ﬂaunlr!p" with regard to 2rasidant Jeyawardena's Devolution Scheme,
as far as it affects the administration of the Tamil speaking areas

A pew Party —the Sinhaly Maha
Moratl.llwa has sought recognition from (he Election Commissioner
'I“hg :::m of the Prut_y according to news reports is to unite all m,:
T.l'e.s 1 mug1_: the medium of the official language and to make BYETY
citizen in Sri Laoka proficient fn  Sinhala, (CDN 27.2.82)

In this context of davelupments within Dewvel
Recenciliation ”, will remain glacial
mined to be more forceful in
development,

jana Pakshya (SMP) from

opiment, " Peace and
unless the Bovernment iz deter-

the pursuit of jta goal of regional

Fag roud to peace; we kaow, bas nevet besp

. through appease:
manl or gegotiation from weaknoess, &

that, The mockery, the whippings
the crown of thorns etc.,— life has
squivalents of all these for s,
and God asks & love for Him-
self and His children which can
survive all that is offered to us.

The revelation that someone
we trusted could mot be trusted
anymote, that some one loved pro-
it better than they loved us; how
do we feel that we have to suf-
fer for someone else’s wropg do-
ing? How can we bear mockery
and contempt especially if it is
directed at our religious life or at
the unfortunate discrepancy be.
tween our religious life and our
character 7 What about the sting,
tha lash, or humiliation, disappoint-
ment the unfortupate events that
stripped us of the seamless dra-
pery of self respect and left
naked to the world; the wounds
given by those we loved best;
the loveliness inseparable from
some phase of the spiritoal life?
All this happens over and over
again. Can we weave it all in-
to the sacrifice of love ?

us

There is a type of ancient
picture which shows all the Sac-
raments centred in and depen-
dent upon the Cross; the love self
given there giviog itself forever
to men, the wundying source of
grace and porification and trath,
It is a wonderful image of what
the Christian Church and Chris-
tian Ilfe really are, a continua.
tion of the Incarnation, It re-
minds us that the Spirit of Christ

cansa of His one etermal sacri-
fice ever giving us His life, and
that we are utterly and entirely
dependent on that life as bran-
ches on the Vine, His touch still
cleansing us, His hand still feed-
Fither cecretly or sacra-
mentally all living Christians are
perpetual penitents and perpetual
communicants: there is no other
carrying on, The Holy
Encharist represents a perpetoal
pouring out of His wvery life to
feed and enhance our small and
feeble lives. Think only of this as
we kneel before the window of
His Passion and a wonderful joy
and gratitude tempers our shame,
We are all limited little creatures
and God iz a great moanatiin of
paddy from which man, like a
sparrow or a little parrot, takes
a #ingle grain of paddy; yet even
that grain of paddy which is as
much as we cano carry away,
contains all the essentials of our
life. We are to carry it carefully
and eat it gratefully remembering
with awe the majesty of the great
mountain from which it comes.
Man, said Christ, is nouriched by
every word that proceeds out of
the mouth of God. Therefore
zeeking God and listening to God
is an important part of all and
this is the essence of prayer and
an urgent need of today.

ing us,

way of

""Who goes to bed and doth
not pray

Maketh two nights to ev'ry
dﬂ.,’."

Politics in Sri Lanka 1947 — 1979

The following in a review of
Dr, Jeyaratnam Wilson's Book
( Zod revised edition with the above
title 1 —

This is a second edition of
a work already established as a
fine general account of the sett-
ing, the course and the problems
of 5ri Lanka politics. In twe
respects it goss beyond an up-
dating. First, its impact as a
study of general tendencies and
not merely a single-conntry study
seems greater than that of its
1974 forerunner: in its treatment
of the awesome constraints of eco:
nomy-cum demography, the grow-
ing salience of widening dispari-
ties of experience and perception
between elite and mass, as well as
of the threatening dimension of
ethnic distrust and conflict, it goes
by implication beyond Sri Lanka
to a wider range of third world
states. The second respect is no
doubt closely related to this: the
author, in his new introduction as
well as in his presentation of
fresh material, appears to take a
consistently darker view of future
prospects. Neither the 1977 over-
throw of Mrs, Bandaranaike nor
the iotroduction of a Gaullist-type
presidential constitution by Mr,
Jayewsrdene furnish any sure so-
lutions to the over-all dilemmas.
The latter may at bast ' postpone
revolution ', presumably by mem-

Registered as Nuowspaper at the G,
Pripted for the ]

muganating Fress, Kankesantfural Read
and published by M,

¢ Jafina on Friday,
Alvappillai Raojasingam, 330, Navalar Hoad, jaffna,

bers of ‘the poverty helt’, 'the
barbarians at the gates'. The
Tamil problem, 'insoluble’, 'un-

answerable’, is at 'a point of no
return’. The radicalization of the
exile has seemingly gone close to
despair. But an exil'e warniogs
are not to be ignored, Even the
great flow of remittances frem
abroad and the rise of the re-
turnees to new social levels may
be only apother postponement
factor,

Professor W. H. Morriz Jones,
Frofessor of Commonwealth
Studies in Great Britain,

The Gonullist System iu Asia

Professor Wilson's recent book,
The Gaullist System in Asia:
The Constituiion of Sri Lanka
(1978) was published by Mae-
millan, London in October 1980,

He is presenily engaged ina
major theoretical work The Framae-
work of Secession

which inclades
an investigation of Quebec, Cy-
prus, Tamil Nad, Eelam, the
Kruds as well as other such

movements in various parts of the
globe,

IN BRIEF

Q  The Colombo YMCA which
was founded in 1882 celebrates
its hundred years of service ino
June this year,

.0, 5ri Lanka under No, OB, [59/500/26/82,
affoa Diocese of the Church of

South. India at Sri San-
36th February 1983
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