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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT BIN 15 A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Asia Sunday, 1982

The Singapore-based Chris-
tian Conference of Asia bas dis-
tributed materials for the annual
observance of Asia Sundiy on the
23rd of May this year.

The CCA membership of 110
denominations and national eoun-
cils from 16 Asian countries tounts
40 million Christians in Australia,
New Zealand, Baogladesh, Burma,
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Philipines, Sin-
gapore, Thailand, Hong Kong,
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and
Laos. Each year, the Churches
in Asia celebrate the Suoday be-
fors Pentecost as Asia Sunday.
On that day in 1959, the East
Asia Christian Conference was
formally inamgurated,

World Hindu Conference

An Exhibition of religious
Books, pertaining to Hinduism,
has been organised from April
21 —25 at the Sarasvathy Hall,
Bambalapitiya. Minister Nissanka
Wijeratne formally declared open
the Exhibition, Some 4000 books
including manouscripts have been
on display., The Exhibition has
achieved a great measure of suc-
cess ' in reflacting to the visitors,
the ancient lore pertaining to a
religion, professed by the majority
of the Tamil speaking people in
this country.

UNP Member of Parliament

tenders resignation

The UNP Member of Par.
liament representing Hewahettes
Mr. Aoura Daniel has according
to' news reporte resigned his seat.
He won his seat at the last
general election by a majority of
17,355 votes,

He is the youngest member
of Parliament. He was 21 years
old, when he was elected to Par-
liament,

Jaffna Christian Provident
Society

The 90th Annual
Meeting of the JCPS
11-5-1892) was held on
at the Offize of the
Hopital Road, Jaffna,

General
( founded

13-4.52
Saciety at

All  Protestant Christians be-
tween the ages of 18 and 45 are
entitled to be members of this
Asssociation,

The Office Baarers elected for
the new year are;—

President: Rev. S. Jeyanesan.

Hony, Secretary: Mr., T. Gu-
naseelan,

Treasurer: Rev. R. Thurai.
rajan,

An executiva committes of

members have also been elected
10 addition to the Office-Bearers,
' The membership of the So.
ety now stands at 119,

New Principal for
United Theological College,
Bangalore

At the Council of the 11,T.C.
which met on the 2nd and 3rd
of April at Bangalore, the Rev,
Dr. E. C. John, a very outstand-
ing senior member of the Faculty
was appointed as the successor to

the present Principal, the Rav.
Dr. Russel Chandran. The Rev.
Dr. E. C. John will take over

duties for the academic year be-
ginning in Juuwe, 1983,

Templeton Prize

US Evangelist Billy Graham
is to receive the Pempleton Prize
for Progress in Religion in Lon-
don on 11-5-82. In announcing
theaward. (US 200,000 dollars),
the Templeton Foundation said
Graham’s work has influenced
“literally millions” around the
world and his “ determination (o
involve the statesmen of the world
in evangelism has left an indeli-
ble mark on Christian history .

IN BRIEF

[ The news appearing in this
section are taken from various
newspapers in the country.]

Q  Return of Cultural Treasures,
The restitution of Sri Lanka’s
cultural artifacts now being held
by Britain will be. the subject
of talks Minister Hurnlle will
soon have with the authorities,
The Minister will persuade Bri-
tain to return at least 33 of the
most important items, including
the Statue of God Tara.

Q d18th Birthday of Willigm
Shakespears — The English As-
sociation of Sri Lanka will cele.
brate the Birthday of the Bard
of Avon today at Ladies College
Hall, Colombg with a pProgrammae
eatitled “an Evening with Shakes.
peare’”’, The Ladies College Cho'r
will present a selection of ** Songs
from Shakhspeare” and there will
also be dramatic readings by
Richard de Soysa aad his collea-
gues and students,

O  Teachers appiontments - Dr.,
W. Dahanayake has criticised
the manner in which an Exami-
nation was held recently for
recruitment  of non-graduate
teachers and appointments mada,
In  making selections, Dr.
Daihanayake says that various
qualifications have been consi-
dered for various Districts.

Many students who were in-
terviewed have not been selected,
though thair record has bsen

bright.

Correction

The last line of the Editorial
of our issue of 16-4-82¢ should
read thus:—

It is good for us to remem.
ber that individoal, hedonistic
faith has no relevance in the con-
temporary political scene in Asian
countries,

The Rev. Dr. M. H. Harri-
son writes as follows to the Prig.
cipal, Jaffna College : —

......... Thank you far sending
me the Centenary publication
of the Jaffoa College Miscel-
lany., T only recently finished
readiog it, and I have gone
through it from ecover to cowver,
The great many of the writers
and events ineluded awalken
memories of my owag Callege:
The contributions of John Bick-
nell Sr., who was the Princi-
pal uader whom I served, of
J. V. Chelliah, Allen Abraham,
Handy Perinbanayagam, S, Dy.
rai Raja Singam, and therefore,
I am delighted to have it in
permanent form.

I continue in good health
though advaociog in years, and
now I am planpiog to move
into the Missionary Home
closeby probably in 1984 ",

Sri Lanka YWCA
Celebrates its Centenary

The YWCA which bsgan as
a small Bible Study group meet-
ing in a home in Colombo in
1882 with Mrs. Pickford who later
beeame the first President has
now branches in Moratuwa, Ne-
gombo, Galle, Kandy and Jaffna.

The Colombo YWCA is the
biggest with a membership of
over 600, comprising all races and
religions. Hostel accommodation
in the city is provided for 80
working girls who are given three
year accommodation so that they
may give room to Bewcomers to
the city.

The Centenary Project of
the YWCA is a hostel for work-
ing women over 35 yearsof age,
who have not so far been catered
for by any of the other projects.

This hostel is to ba erected
to the memory of Lady Evelyn
de Soysa, who gave of her best
to the association for a period of
over fifty years.

A project funded by the Ne-
therlands and run by the Colombo
YWCA is The Vocational Train-
ing Institute for girls run on the
first floor of the National Build-
ing at Hotunda Gardens.

A total of 10461 have passed
through this iostitution between
1976 — 1981 as qualified Steno-

graphers seamstresses and Hair-

dressers.

Lapguige courses in English,
German and Freoch have been
provided for those who wish to
seek jobs abroad.

Members of the Colombo
YWCA have also been visiting
slum areas and persuading’ young
women to form the YWCA classes
in sewing, cooking, bygiene and
nutrition.
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IN MEMORIAM

IN LovinNGg anp GRATEFUL
MEMORY oF

Mrs. Anna Nesammah
Arudpragasam

Departed this Life >
20ch April 1969

" Goodness and unfailing love
shall follow me all the days
of my life and I shall dwe, 271
i the howse of the Lord for
ever.”

Affectionately rememberad by

her diughter and grand-chiidren

Vijeya Devi, Wimalraj
" & Jeyandran.
'Jasmin Cottage”

Kopay

Nigeria
America.

Churchman’s Diaries 1983

Booking accepted until
31-5-82

C. L. S. BOOKSHOP
JAFFNA.

Wanted

for immediate employment
a qualified

ACCOUNTS CLERK

Please apply stating all par-
ticulars, qualifications on or before
Saturday 3ith May, 1982 to:

The Principal,
Jaffoa College,
VADDUKODDAI

Muslim- Religious Leader

in Jaffna
His Holiness, Dr. Syedna
Hohammed Burhanuddin Saheb
the 52od Incumbent as religious

head of the Dawoodi Bohra Mus-
lim Community pumbering about
a million arrived in Jaffna on
15.4.82.

This is his second wisit to
Jaffna, He last came in 1979,
His Holipess is & Doctor of
Theology Honoris Causa of the
Aligarh University and Doctor of
lslamic Sciences of the AL Azhar
University, Cairo. Recentty he
was conferred the honour of ‘' Star
of Jordon — First class™ by His
Majesty King Hussain of Jordem.

The religious office of D:_u'-li-
Mutlag to which His Hc{llnass
succeeded in 1965, it is said, is
an uainterrupted chain stretching

over 850 years.
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THE MORNING STAR

EDITORIAL =
The Need for a Truly Human Efficiency

I a were
An interesting anecdote caught our attention recently as w
G e ) . = 3
reading a contemporary foreign religious puoblication

i i the
Th Directors of a well known Business School in one rn:rfnnisﬂ
7 i ion, to o
i i rolonged discussion, .
d countries, decided, after a p { g
9:::11:91ind of rellgious service' to mark an important land
the anpals of their School.

to read, during

A senior member of the Board was requlasted
the ceremony, ' a familiar portion' of the Bible.

nlortunately ¥ 5 ay t-
i i tended to str to other ma
Unfort tely, the celebrity's mind ii] o
ters and he concluded his Bible Lesson Emprassweiy but a trifle ambi-
|y with the words "And now abideth faith, hOpe an ave.
guous d |1

But the greatest of these Is efficiency "

i i i }" has
i t -] dagles efficienc
There appears to be mo limit ‘0 th ! ;
uffused almost every aspeact of mnatiopal life- in o opuantry, un-
ST L3 ur ¢
der our liberalised eeconomy.

Efficient entrepreneurial activities hava‘ made tlu?ull:'autthr:f t.:Lem::g:
t a tough one for the poor who coustlfute 10 mi lC_III] 0! :
3““_ f this country. Efficient multi-pationals, nccordmglta recen
puh]h?il:m: have organised a new kind of traffic with 'F‘hlrd World
Zz‘:ﬂ:ries-l-traﬁic in blood —an extremely efficieni operation.

Blood can be drawn off in one couantry, 'treated' in & second

conntry and used for transfusion in a third country icco:d}iutg btln; :
i i ibune (10-4-82). Black marke o
dical authority quoted by Trt .

::-ts as much as Rs. 300 in Sri Lanka, according to news reports.

In the midst of this furry of 'efficiency’, we hear also squealls
-of protest aganst a corrosive business ethos which can produce cal-
lous and repressive results.

" We prefer the old-fashioned alarm clock to the kind that awak-
ens you with soft music or a gentle whisper ' says an exasperated
honseholder, "If there is one thing we can't stand early in the morn-
ing, it is hypoerisy”.

~ This caustic comment expressed with a great deil of czudﬂur..
perhaps fiods an echo in the minds of many in coutempurary Sri
Lanka as they board a CTB Bus or a Private coach early in the
moroing and find muosic provided for them all the way to their des-
tination,

A more truly human gesture would be, they may reflsct, for the
State or private philanthropists to improve, with this extra money
spent on music, the parlous state of our Hospiials in the sphere of
sanitation — clean water, clean liven and toterably clean toilettes. Com-
fortable transport alone does not constitute life,

The ruthless efficiency displayed by the 'business world’ in Sri
Laoka is matched by the world of tourism which has displayed great
efficiency in making Sri Lanka 'a shop window’ which many of its
citizens camnot affird to approach too near as they are oot rich
enough “to purchase its happiness ’,

This year (1982) is expected to briog in, 40,000 tourists into the
country with a nett gross income of some three billion rupees, The
tourist target, according to the Secretary to the Ministry is to bring
half a million tourists into Sri Lapka every year.

But the 'efficiency® which bas characterised the growth of/ this

industry h_as also been grimly wanting ig a buman: dimension. The
600,000 people who live gn tourism in thig country, making easy
money — hoteliers, travel agents, tourist-police and all the other hordes

A tourist couple of the
made studies in Third Wor
in which Sri Lankans were

Amber Foundation, Amsterdam, who have
Id tourism were appalled at the manner

; : ! treated in thig country during the Para-
hera festival while the white man' hid a fres vun of the whole

sireet and moved about unobstructed "to click hig shutters” from
any vantage point he choss, [ Sunday Obsarper 7-3-82 " Let not Sri
Lanka go the way of Spain or Bali.]

As a Christian Chur
tic tasks is to creats a
which would frown on an
tised in the qimi of affi
|and ",

ch in Sri Lanky ona of our prims evangelis-
climate of public opinion  in this country
y kiod of artificiality or hypoerisy ( prac-
diency ) to maiks thig happy isle, "a disnaey-

; " Efficiency " sa'd a cyoie ig byr Y intelligant laziness ",

is 4 lirgs masars of trath in this epithet, tainted gg it is with a
degree of eyngizm, What a large number of people in  gur country
today are revalling in "intelligent laziness ",

There

It was William Blaks who once wrote ™

B He who would do good
another must do it in minute partieulars *,

to

A caesful concern for these "' minute particulars
the cost of living or imoroving eanditions in
haspitals and schools) will alans involve|
to achieve a truly human efficiency,

" las bringing down
our large network of
us in A contiouous stroggle

Talkiog to Nalini Jayasuria is
a hit like boarding a jai p] Ang —
one neesd only ask a question and
we tlake off, destination a.nywhelrle.
1 became acquainted wit‘.z. L.ms
lovely woman and her puinting
after UCBW M Persoanel Stcretary
Elinor Galusha had wvisited Jaffoa,
and found out that Nalini had
recently returned from a two-year
study fellowship at Yale Divinity
School, sponsored in part by Cons-
tance Thurber of the UCBWM's
Asia Office, There she sought art
symbols common to the [li_udl:.
Buddhist and Christian religions.
And found the fellowship among
the faculty and students her most
precious reward, For this reison
she coosiders the two exhibitions
she put on there among her most
important, in addition to the one
at 475 Riverside: Drive, home of
UCBWM. The Baard of Chris-
tian Higher Education in Asia
used her " Flight into Egypt” for
their 1981 Christmas card! The
Church of Sweden Mission has ra-
produced a group of five paint-
ings as postcards,

Malioi
and

Nominally Anglican,
makes music, writes drama,
paints with humanist passion. She
has supported herself and her
mother most of her life, teachlog
music, art, and English many
years at St. Thomas College in
Mt. Laviaia, But her international
acclaim in art goes at least as
far back as 1959 when with a
British Council scholarship she
opened an exhibition in 1960 at
the Royal Commonwealth Saciety,
[a 1963 she spant seven months
as a guest of the State ot Israsl
in Haifa and Jerusalem, where
she held three exhibitions, Golda
Meir opening the first and buying
two of her piintings. From that
time on hsr international expari-
ence and pitroaage has expinded
pheaomenally. In 1966 she visited
art schools and cultaral monu-
ments all over Wast Germany on
fellowship, In 1957 she opened a
show in Puaris, uadar the patro-
nage of a Canadiin diplomat,

cn
Buddhist themes, becoming acqu-
ainted with the French art his-
torian, Jjournalist, novelist, and

Propaganda Minister, Andre Mal-
raux,

The association that seems to
matter most tg her, however, be.
Ban when Professor Takenake, on
commission by the Christian Con-
ference of Asia to write a book
on  Christian Ay in Asig, saw
her mural i the Anglican catha-
dral at Kuruaagela, He wanted
t0 meet her irnmedi:ntely aod sob.
sequently inyited her to Dashisha
University, Kyoto, for several
molntbs. Ha then asked har to
visit nine Asian couatries and
to recommend Particpants for a
1977 meeting gf Asiag artists
Paioting in Christian maotifs ‘ta ha
h.eidl on Balj, Through the 285q-
ciation with Frofessor Takenake
and her gy conviction it has
bacome har creda that the Aslan
chureh muyat i and repra.
trine g indigenous
Hence the Bppaal of
cally fine apg origingl style,
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Nalini Jayasuriya — Sri-Lankan Artist

In the November 1981 isgus
of the Yale Divipity Schoal maga-
zine Reflection her credo is stated
and two beautiful black-and-white
photographs of her painting are
reproduced, " The Christ Mands.
Ia" —the maindaly beiog a fa-
vorite motif in her work, and
" The Lord's Supper'. " Chris.
tianity "', she states there, " wag
imposed on Asia by the Western
colonial rulers. We have borrgw-
ed God.- Aad preseatly he speaks,
loaks, and feels borrowed; and he
bacomas more aod more a stran-
ger in our midst. [If Christianity
is to survive in a newly freed
Asia, we Asians who are Chris-
tians must bring forth Christ from
our awa substance, feed him up-
on our own blood, and enthrone
him within the meditational and
religious disciplines and the icong-
graphy that is Asian ", !

At Yale Nalini also created g
drama called Judas, usiog a rea-
der, a speech chorus, and a Christ
and a Judas fizare, Culling
excerpts from both the Ofd and
New Testaments, Miss Jayasuriya
presents an attitude toward Jews
toward Judas —or for that malter,
toward anyone who is a sinper —
reminding  her audience that if
man does not forgive Judas, God
dogs,

Nalini's devotion to Christ's
teachiogs encompisses all  her
talents. It also infuses her plans,
her hopes for the future, For
example, she wouid hike to pro-
duce a Sri Lankan version of the
Passion, involving traditional Sin-
halese drama and Tamil song and
dance, for film.

The mandela — the circle, the
cycle, the all-encompassing whole-
ness — adapts itself well to Nalini
Jayasuriya’s own visions. In an-

other statement from the Reflec-

tion article, " Mandala as the
Imaige of God”, she writes that
" The most important use of the
mandala is as an instrument of
meditation. It helps the deyotes
in realizing what is known as an
inner experience, and helps in
creating an inner order of recom:
ciliation and renewal ", Perhaps
the path of indigenous Christian
art expression, one blazed so well
by Tamil poet and COMmpOosers
can indeed lead to a healing fel-
lowship of reconciliation on this
island,

— ROBERT PoRTER.

An International
Sports Stadium in Jaffna

Kakaithiou (Sréma 2ey) has
been chosen as a site for A Dnew
International Sports Stadium which.
is to be established shortly, This
decision was taken when Minister
Gamini Dissanayake vyisited tha
site recently along with the Chair-
man of the Development Councili
Mr. S. Nadarajah and Mr, Pan-
chalingam, Additional Government

Agent and other government offis
cials,

Facilities will be pravided at
this  Stadium for Test Cricket
Matches and other sports eocoud*
ters of an international standard
in Soceer, Hockey and Basket balls

o St Lanka wnde

v No. OB, |59/300/26/68

vy, 2 = of the Church of  Ssath India at Sri S
;ﬂnddgxll::il)ll;hi‘dra:i:, 1\:1r1k:saull|-.|:—;u Road, Jaffua on Friday, _—'I3n] April 1984
Y Mr, Alvappiligi Rajasingam, 330, Navalar Road, [affog,
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