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The Uduvil YMCA

At the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Uduvi YMCA heid
on the 16th October at the YMCA
Hall at Uduvil, ths following have
been elected office-bearers for the
emsulng year :—

President:
gasingham, Vice-President !

Mr, L. 5. C. Cana-
Rev.

R. Thurairajab. Hony, General
Secreiary: Mr. E. S. Curtis.
Hony. Treasurer; Mr, Banny Ra-

jaratnam. Board of Divectors:
Rev. N. W. G. Suguparajah and
Messrs J. ]. Niles, T, Thaogarat-
pam, Welch T, Balasingam, S. Kn-
maraswamy, 1. A. Tambiappah,
M. Thambithoral, Prinee Ratnam,
E. R. Christopher, V. Rajkumar
aod Mithiran Suhirtharatnam,

The Sri Lanka

Pharmaceutical Society

The Ninth Annual General
Meeting of the SLPS was held
on 10-10-82 at the Colombo Me-
dical Faculty. Dr, Tilak Weera-
sipghe, Head of the Department
of Pharmacology at Colombo and
Dr. Dennis ]J. Aloysius, President
of the Sri Lanka Medical Asso-
ciatlon were the Chief Guests.

Dr. Weerasinghe said that the
. drug  bill of the government in
1981 was Rs, 180 million. This
could have been trimmed by 10
per cent if there was an efficient
pharmaceutical service in the
Health Department. The Colom-
bo Medical Faculty was making,
he said, arrangements for a thres
year diploma course for Pharma-
macists fram next year,

Dr, Dennis Aloysius said that
the recent death of Professor
Wilfred Lionel Head of the De-
partment of Pharmacology at the
Colombs Medical School was a
great loss to the country.

The Sri Lanka Medical Asso-
ciation will be layiog the Foun-
dation Stone for the Lionel Me-
morial Auditorium in October 27,
1982,

The Vancouver Assembly
(24th July to 10th August, 1983)

The epening celebration of the
Vancouver Assembly of the World
Conncil of Churches will be on
the 24th of July, 1983 at the
campus of the University of Bri-
tish Columbia on the West coast
of Canada. Theological Schools
all over the world are now en-
gaged in Assembly preparations,
The Assembly theme is Jesus
Christ, the Life of the World,

Accredited Visitors, oumber-
ibg one thousand will be selected
to attend the Sixth Assembly of
the WCC at Vancouver. They
are expected to be full time par-
ticipants and should be responsi-
ble for their own travel, board
and lodging plus an Assembly
Feo of Canadian dollars 175,
They will have access to plenary

e §ossions, official Assembly pnoblica.

tlons and eyen  bus service from

downtown hotels,

Inorder to facilitate maximum
particlpation in the Assembly, re-
lated activities of interest te theo-
logical education are being planned.

The Summer School Sessions
of the Vancouver School of Thao-
logy [ VST) will run parallel with
and respond to the General Assem-
bly programme,

A special conference will also
take place at Bellingham, Wash-
ington (55 miles from Vancouver)
from July 23 to August 1, 1983,

The following are some of
the major rescurces available for
the «“Vanceuver = Assembly. They
are avilable from The Publica-
tions Office World Council of
Churches, 150, route de Ferney,
1211 Gesneva 20, Swizerland.

(a)

"Aeting in Faith™ by Leon

Howell. US dollars 4.95.

(b) " Images of Life” — an in-
vitation to Bible Study,

US dollars 3.50,

“Feast of Life” by John

US dollars 3,95,

“Issues” —US dollars 3.95.

(c)

Poulton.

(d)

Jaffna College
Technical Institute

The Jaffaa College Technical
Institute reached yet another mile-
stone in its brief history with the
completion of the new Adminis-
tratiou Block as part of its phase
two development programme, The
beautiful and impressive building
was dedicated at a quiet fune-
tion on Monday the 18th of Octo-
ber at 4.00 p. m. by the Rt. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar. The mem-
bers of the Technical Institute
Council and the Staff of the Ins-
titute were present. The Engi-
neer Coatractor, Mr. P. Devara-
jah of \Waragans hosted the ga-
thering to Tea.

In brief

O Sri Lanka's population, pens-
rally considered young is " grow-
ing older" according to a sam-
pling of the figures gathered
during the 1381 Natisnal Cen-

sus. The proportion of under
15s has dropped to 35.3 per
cent from 39 per cent in the

1971 Censns.

O The Cancer Clinfe at Tellip-
palas Government Hospital will
soon be able to function when
the Cobalt Unit which has al-
ready arrived, is mssembled by
the Canadian technicians who
are expected shortly in  the
country.

The Suthanthiran Press which
publishes the bi-weekly paper
of the Tamil Eelam Liberation
Front was sealed by armed
police on 20-10-83, Mr. A, C.
Chandrakason, son of the late
Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam QC,
is the Proprietor of the Press.

o

Medicine, ‘an Art and
a Science’

the September
1952 issue of the Organisation
of Profegsional Association Jour-
nal, Dt. Shelton Cabraal Director
of the Post Graduate Institute of
Medicine, Sri Lanka says that at
the moment a physician’s cons-
cience is his only guide and the
patients only protection. A pa-
tient, therefore would be better
served by the exercise of a code
established by a corporate body,

Writing in

Dr. Cabraal goes on to say
that Albert Schweitzer, emphasis-
ing the relationship a man has
with his physician urged us fo
remember at all times that me.
dicine is not only a science bhut
also the art of lettiong our own
individuality interact with the in-
dividuality interact with the indi-
viduality of the patient.

Acceptance of this idea is in
no way reduces the importance of
or the need for a proper scienti-
fic basis for our practice of me-
dicine but it goes a long way
towsrds resolvieg the old and the
vexed question of whether medi-
cine is an ‘art or a science, Me-
dicine is of course, neither an
art nor a science but a combi-
nation of both

Appreciation -
Mrs. Sellaratnam Nathan

The death occurred racently
of Mrs. Sellaratnam Nathan daugh-
ter of the late Mr. & Mrs, J. K,
Saravanamultu of " Sarastan” Ma-
nipay. She was 86 years old.

Mrs. Nathan was an old girl
of Chundukuli Girls School whare
she later taught after obtaining
her M. A. She was one of the
earliest tamil girls to Graduate
from the Madras University. She
wag later the Vice-Principal of
Rasa Gowt, School Sandilipay for
several years,

She was an active social and
religious worker, She took a keen
interest in the Rural Development
Work at Manipay and started
many Sewing Centres for girls
and Adult classes.

She aleo evinced freely in
developing the Co-operative Sav-
ings Movement in Jaffoa.

The Rev, S, P, Jeyasingham in
his tribute at the funeral service re-
ferred to her noble qualities. She
was an educated and talented
lndy who was always ready ta
help those in distress, what God
gave her she gave it to mankind,
She was very pubnctual in attend.
ing services god took a active
part in the Manipay Parish and
Women's Guild activities,

The funeral took place at the
residence of her Niece Mrs. Sugir-
tham Aroold at Wanipay where
the Rev. Sam "Thampoe and Rev.
Jeyasingham conducted the ser-
viees,

The Sacredness of Li.f;r

( World Sanctity- of Life Sunday)

I thank Thee, O Gaod for the
gift of life.

I thank Thee for parents who
did not deny

me this privilege and who mads .
it possible

for me to enjoy the fullness
of life by their

love and sacrific,

I thank Thee for friends who
by their

appreciation of the significance
of lifa ? A

guided me towards the higher
values,

I thank Thee for men and
women who

constantly taught me that Jife
was a sacred

gift and that no creature of
Thine was

beyond Thy love and care,

O God give me a generous
and kindly heart

that I, as one who has enjoyed
so much in

lifs, may never deny the same
gift to others.

Lord.
AMEN

The Rev. Frank Lee
President 1987 - 1957
Free Church Council of Wales.

Through Jesus Christ aur

Wedding
Gunasingham — Senathirajah

The Chavakachcheri church
was the venue of a pretty wed-
ding on Mopday the 20th of Sep-
tember when Dr. Rohan Guoasin-
gham led to the Altar, Miss Su-
lojini Senathirajah, daoghter of
Mr. & Mrs, S. Senathirajah of
Palai. Dr. Guoasingham present-
ly of toe Christian Medical Cal-
lege Hospital, Vellore is the second
son of the late Mr, V. Gunasin-
gham and Mrs. Pushpam Guna-
singham of Chavakachcheri, The
service was conducted by the
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar assist-
ed by the Ven. Sam D. Horshing-
ton and the Rev. ]J. J. Ratoara-
jah, The Rev. L. N. Hitchcock
preached the Homily.

Church News from Abroad

Luther Year 1583

The Five hundredth Aguoiver:
sary of the birth of the great
reformer, Martin Luther is to be
commemorated pext year in Ger-
many, The EKD (Evangelische
Kircha in Dentschiand), the Bul-
lentin of the Evangelical Church
in Germapy will issue & mMaga’
aine giving a ‘‘popular presenta-
tion" of Martin Luther's I_ufa
and theology describing the im-
pact he has had oo the church,
eulture and socisty,
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EDITORIAL
A Clear Acceptance

We are happy that President Jeyawardene has obtaine{d a 5291
percentage of votes at the Presidential Elections on 20:10.82 and has
bean duly elected President of the Republic of Sri Lapka for a fur-

ther period of six years’

A very welcome featura of the Presidential polls is that the
country has not, as many thought, turaed imto a pressure cooker of
racial tensioms, after the polling.

The reason for this happy trend is not far to seek, The para-

mount interest of the voters as reflected in the voling patierns of the
varions electoral distriets, sppeared to be a compelling desire to pre-
serve what has been gained during the period 1977 — 1982, rather
than display an unseemly obsession with the blots and blemishes of tl_}e
ruling party, which at the early stages of the election campaign did
not really appear to have a eerious contender.

There was mo doubt a last minute surge made by the SLEP
but it was unfocussed and meandering and failed to make an impact
on the people who are eager to latch on to a few sgmall pleasures
of life rather be the target of a belt — tightening programme — the
distinguishing hall mark of the SLFP regime,

In this political context, it was mot a surprise that the Jaffoa
verdict ruffled feathers in many political circles, and has been flashed
in the national dailies as an uonderwhelming event.

" When a thing ceases to ba a subject of controversy " says Wil-
liam Hazlitt, “it ceases to be & subject of interest ”. It is not
altogether a misfortune that Jaffoa should occasionally be in the news.
Otherwise it would cease to he 'a subject of interest’ which plight
in our view is politically more disastrons for Jaffoa than its present
status as a district that off and on, tends to acquire, according to
political observers, & lugubrious distinction.

The Eilection score board on 20-10-82 did indicate a swing in
Jaffoa towards the SLFP, which was foisted higher than the UNP.
But it would be npaive, on this score, for anyone ta conclude that
‘onions aod chillies’ loom large in the harizons of the Jaffoa people.

Out of a yoting strength of 493705 voters, the number of walid
votes cast was only 218003. The "rejected votes” in the Jaffna
Electoral District was a staggering 10610 votes (the highest recorded
in the 22 electoral districts of Sri Lanka) —an indication, no doubt,
not of increasing illiteracy but of inereasing apathy.

In this context, we are happy that in the very first interview

with the Press, President Jeyawardene has said that the TULF
“ Dialogne " with the government will be continued.
For the Record whete the party got 8613 votes.

The highest that the NSSP was
able to poll was in Ratnapura
where it polled 3494 votes. The
second highest score for the NSSP
was in Jaffna.

Results of the First
Presidential Election
(20-10-82)

W

UNP — 34,50,811 — 52
SLFP — 2548438 — 39 Eﬁ The Tamil Congress strong-
VB — 273428 — 4.19‘2 holds were Jaffoa and Batticaloa
TC e Hainnn 2‘.6?% where the party opolled 87,263
LSSP — 58331 — .09 (finishing first in the Jafina elec:
NSSP — 17,005 — '6 ‘:'Z toral District ) and 47,095 ( finish-
Total N . ing second in the Batticaloa Elec-
umbee of Val'd_vz;e;z s toral Distrect). In the Trincoma-
: i) lee and Vanni Districts, the Tamil
I‘ 1
atal Namber of ReJectei ‘;‘";‘;20 Congress polled more than 10,000
£ tes.
Total Number of Registered Votes e
— 81,45,015 ¥
JDCS!

Voting Patterns in the
22 Districts

 The UNP polled mora votes
than the SLFp in every district
except Jaffna., The stronghelds
of the UNP were Colombo, Nu-
wara Eliya, Puttalam, Matale and
Badulla in each of which districts
the UNP votes exceeded the SLEFP
votes by a substantial majority,
In  Colomba the UNP polled
#136,290 votes as against 2,76,476
of the SLEP, The highest .pe:-
cenlage was 63,10 at Nuwara
Eliya scored by the UNP,

The JVP, B mew comer ap-
pe__s\rs to have established g faot-
ing o Gampaha, Galle, Matara,
Hambantota, in each of which
districts the party has polled more
than 20,000 votes.

The highest that the LSSP
was able to poll was in Kalutura

House of Hope, Inuvil

The children of the Hoise af
Hape Inuvil wers taken for 2
picnic on Saturday (16-10-82) to
Keerimalai where they had a dip
in the tank, had a buffet lunch
on the beach and enjoyed them-
selves thoroughly under the super-
vision of their Warden, Matrons
and the Pastor of the Inuvil
Church, Mr, V, Rajkumar,

The picnic was organised for
these disabled children by the
Inuvil JDCSI Chureh, The Udu-
vil YMCA camie forward to make
arrangements for the transport of
the children,

The House of Hope for Dis-
abled Children was started by the
Jaffaa Diocese of the Church of
South Iadia in December Jast
year,

The Disabled and the Hostile Society

Allen Dykstra and his wife
wera & healthy, happy loving young
couple, But disaster struck the
family one day. Allen met with a
pasty accident. His life hupg on
a slender thread. Even if he came
round, the only prospect was that
he wonld be a quadripleglc (a
person who is paralysed from the
neck down). It took the doctors
fiva years fighting for his life,
During those ysars, the doctors
asked his wife many times as to
whether they should continue to
work to save her hnsbands life,
Every time the wife's answer was
a very firm 'yes'. Allen can mow
move one of his arms slightly
and manage to activate an elec.
tric type-writer effectively enoungh
to produce articles for a maga-
zipe called ‘The Banner' About
his wife's uoflinching stand by
him, he says 'That takes special
love. That is commitment’. Just
liking is only the agreement of
like minded people. True love is
the conviction of the Spirit, It
does not waver under stress, but
achieves the impossible under
strain. ‘' Love never fails' Allan
was severely disabled but not
severely bandicapped because of
the love aud support of his wife,

In ordipary language the words
disabled and handicapped ars
used interchangeably, But there
is a world of difference between the
two. A disability refers to the
way a person is. His disability
may be blindness, deafaess, cere-
bral palsy, mental retardation or
something brought on by an acei.
dent, But bandicap involves twg
factors (1] The way his
ronment is, (2) The way other
people treat him. To meet the
first factor much has been donpe
and is being dome. DBuildings are

envi-

designed, and machines are so
engineered, and curbs and other
obstacles so removed that the

disabled feel no handicap at all,
But the second factor is the most
formidable and greatest handicap,
namely our attitude 1o the dis-
abled which is one of HATE,
One may think that to describe
the attitude as HATE is too far
fetched. While it may be true
that our feelings towards the dis-
abled are not the same as the
raging irrational, * deadly emotion.
that arises between two swprn
enemies, Yet the end rasult is
the same-namely that feeling that
enables us to conclude that we
would prefer to have this or that
person removed from our lives, So
the greatest handicap of the dis-
abled is the way we hate them.
The Nazi Regime in Germa-
ny murdered in cold blood 50,000
mental defectives. One could not
say that all were demented ma-
niacs. Many suffered from ordi-
pary mental diseases we suffer
from even now. It is said that
even & cleft palate was enough
for the death sentence., A noto-
rious case was reported recently
from the Mount Sinai School of
Medicine as a triumph of modern
medical technology, In this case,
ons of the twins in & mother's
womb was destroyed because this
one was abnormal. The abnormal
twin had Down's syndrome and
had to be destroyed| When the

cAse WAE written up in the Naw
Epgland Journal of Medicine, it
was pointed out that the doctors
could bave killed the wrong twin!
Or even both of them!! Our
society has come to the point
where the abnormal will be des-
troyed. Thig is a blatant expres-
sion of the morbid hatred that
infects society today with' respect
to the disabled.

Adjustment of buildings and
curbs bardly touches the problem
of the disabled, unless the deep-
seated resentment toward them
found in our hearts these days,
is eradicated. When we talk
about the disabled, we talk about
the fact that they are a burden,
and we dont want te carrp bur-
dens, We dont want to be re-
minded of the fact that not every-
one is athletic, strong and robust
as the people we see on the T. V.
and slick magazines. This is the
great age of self indulgence, when
glorious specimens of humanity
enjoy themselves to the full,
They want every convenience and
comfort, every type of gadjet to
make life easy, and the best of
food, driok, entertainment and
company, Lnjoy, enjoy, enjoy —
that ie the watch word of the
age we are living in. And the
disabled dont measure up in such
society and their presence is re.
sented. They are marginalised,
and we can even remove them
from the protection of the law,
making it possible to destroy them
if we can detect their disability
soon enough !

Let us not forget that we
all have onr disabilities — there
are certain things one cannot do
because of one's age, height, in-
telectual limitations and so on.
Disabilities are only a matter of

degree. Let us also remind our-
selves that disabilities can come
to aoyone, At any time, as it

happened to Allen. After all, the
disabled sre a reminder that all
is not well with man and his
universe, There is something real-
ly and truly wrong with hpma-
pity. The Christian answer is
clear — Man is fallen and so the
universe. Sin Is a fact. All men
are deformed in their character,
and become tools in the hands of
the powers of evil to hate and
to destroy.

" In this situation only Jesus
can liberate us. During His earth.
ly ministry Jesus went all out ta
love the disabled, deformed and
the diseased, and raised them to
new levels of experience through
His healing. Today the challenge

comes to those who belong to
Jesus to remove the handicap
caused to the disabled by our

inhumau attitude to them, Only
Jesus can liberate us frem sin,
hatred and deformity of character
and so renew us that we become
filled with the powerful, re-creat-
ing, overcoming love of God. Je-
sus thus enables us to love and
serve our nelghbour even the dis-
abled, so that they come to em-
joy to the fullest extent the rich
goodness of human experience.
"Love does no wrong to A&
neighbeur.” Rom. 13:10,

(S. D. H)
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