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Christian House Festival

The Christlan Home Festival
of the J.D.C.S.I. was held on
Saturday the 9th of ‘Octaber 1982
at 3 p.m at Udavil, The ITes-
tival started with the Waorship
Seryice led by Mrs. Sam Tham-
poe, the Convener of the Dioce-
san Women's Fellowship. The
Bible lesson was read by Mrs. S.
Rajaratoam. Mrs. Amirtha Ma-
hinda deliverad the message bis-
ed on the theme of the Chris-
tian Home Week. The theme of
the Christian Home Week was
‘I was eyes to the Blind and
feet to the lame” Job 29:15.

The Least Coig Féllowship
" Tills were offered towards the end
of the service and the Rev. Sam
Thampoe led the concluding pray-
ers.

This was followed by the
Festival hour wvariety at which
tha Chavakachcheri, Pandaterrup-
pu and Erlalai South Churches
participated. The Festival con-
cluded with tha Fellowship Tea.

Letier to the Editor

I have just heard of the sud-
den death of the Rev. A. C.
Thambirajah at Navajesvanam,
It is great loss to us all, but
God has his own plans calling
him home.

Most of us have our dreams
of Christian witness, but do not
suceeed in achleving them., He
had his visions and carried them
out. He wis a genius at seeing
what was possible and doing it

Yours sincerely,
Muriel V. Hutchins
Karuna Nilayam
2-11-82,

Haley’s Comet Sighted

According to a pews item in
Tﬂbmu_ (30-10-82) Astronomer
Edward Danielson and graduate
student David Jewitt have spotted
the Haley’s Comet for the first
time since it last appeared to the
naked eye in 1910,

After scanning the skies for
more than a year with a giaat
200 inch Hale telescope at Mt.
Palomar near San Diego the lwo
astronomers spotted the Comat
on Friday night (15-10-82).

The comet passes near enough
to earth to be seen every 76
years. It is now about 1l qus
from both the sun and the earth
[an ax is about 148,800 million
km, the distance of the san from
the earth],

At its closest point in 7946,
the comet will be about 7.5 aus
from the earth. At the most dis-
tan point in its orbit, it is about
40 gus from the earth.

Haley's Comet in 1910 pro-
pelled to international fame Mr.
Allen Abrabam of Jaffua College,

whose calculations on the distance
of the earth from the comet (a
controversial issue then) won
international recognition,

New MPs after Referendum

The naw list of UNF mem-
bers of Parliament will be pre-
pared after the Refsrendum, ac-
cording te Mr. Harisha Abeywar-
dene, General Secretary of the
UNP.

All UNP Members of Par-
liament submitted their undated
letters of resignation to the Pre-
sident on 2B-10-82 at the Par-
liamentary group meeting at which
they unanimously approved tha
holding of the Referendum.

On 27-10-82, the Ministers
submitted their undated resigna-
tions at the Cabinet Meeting at
woich it was decided to hold a
Referendum.

In the praparation of the list
of UNP MPs, their psrformance
in their respective electorates and
their popularity with the voters
will be taken into account.

Carol Service at
Putney Methodist Church

The London Tamil congre-
gation which meets for worship
at Putney Methodist Church, Lon-
don, SWIS, will hold its annual
Carol Service this year on Sunday,
19th of December at 3.45 p. m,

There will be a randering of
specially composed Christmas ca-
rols under the direction of the con-
gregation’s choir leader, Vathany
Thaogish, The Christmas message
will be given by Canon Sebastian
Charles of Westminister Abbey.

Obituary

Rev. A. C. Thambirajah of
Navajeevanam

The death which oceurred on
1-11-82 of Rev. A. C. Thambira*
jah of Navajsevanam, Paranthan
came as a rude shock to the
Navajeevanam family,

The Funeral took place at
Navajeevanam, the centre of refuge
and rehabilitation for many, which
he had built, stone upon stome,
with great devotion for the last
twentythree years along with Sister
Elizabeth Baker who celebrated
her Golden Jubilee of Missionary
Service last year on the 6th of
September,

The Funeral Service was held
at the Holy Carpsater Church at
Navajeevanam at

330p. m., on
November 3rd. The Service was
conducted by the Rt. Rev, D J,

Ambalavanar, the Bishop of the

JDCSI who also preiched the
Sermon, He was assisted by
Ven, S. D. Horshiogton, Archi-

deacon of Jaffaa.

The large concourse of peo-
ple who filled the pews in the
church and spilled over, followed
the tractor conveying the simple
casket (made at the Navajeeva-
nam workshop) te the public cre-
matorium where the Rt Rev.
D. J, Ambalavanar performed the
last rites and lit the pyre, The
ashes, according to Rey, Tham-
birajabh's wish, will be thrown in-
to the -Iranamadu tank, the foun-
tain source of the irrigation net-
work of the agricultural regionm,

Chief Ministers to replace
District Ministers ?

A proposal to replace the
present District Mipister system
with Chief Ministers under the

District Davelopment Councils will
be disenssed when talks bstween
the TULF and the Government
re-open shortly, according to top
sources of bath groups.

The new concept
the appointment

envisages
of Chairmen of

DDCs as Chief Ministers of the
districtzs  while members of the
Executive Committees will be

Ministers of the districts,

In additien to a close exa.
mination of this proposal, several
other issues to DDCs
gsuch as a block allocation of
funds for development projects
will figure during the TULF Gov-
ernment falks which are a con-
tinnation of what was described
as an ''ongoing dialogue™ held
earlier this year,

relating

This first round of talks re-
sulted in eleven Ministers delegat-
ing some of their powers at a
district level to the Executive
Committees of the District Coun-
cils, 7

These powers are in relation
to the fifteen fuactions for wnich
the DDCs are responsible. A top
Government Minister told ' The
Island " that the government was
geriously coneerred about the. vot-
ing pattern in the North and the
East at the Presidential elections,

" We had talks to grant some
powers fo the DDCs buat the
northern and eastern woter has
indicated that these are not enough.
So we will have more talks and
grant further powers” he said.

" By giving more power and
responsibility ta the district admi-
nistrations, we hope the people of
the North and East would enter
the mainstream of pational life”
he added,

A top TULF spokesman told
""The Island " that the talks would
continue until the DDCs start
functioning smoothly,

The TULF was not interast-
ed in sharing power at the cen-
tre, but only at the periphery,
said this spokesman.

Ie further said that the TULF
bad not accepted the District
Minister posts as they weare ap-
pointed by the President and res-
pomsible to him. The creation of
a Chief Minister system would
mean responsibility to the people
of the district and this would be
most welcome, the spokesman said.

Meanwhile, " The Island"”
learns that a study into the pro-
blems of the Jaffna farmer and
its implications at the Presiden-
tial election voting is baiog un-
dertaken by certain Goveroment
quarters.
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The Jaffna Public Library

The Sfollowing ise an exiract
from "4 Bricf Report" by ths
Mayor of Jaffna of the present
position of the Jaffna Public
Library Project with an appeat
far Continued Support.

So far we have received both
locally as well as from foreign
sources funds amounting to a sum
of Rs. 27 lakhs and thirtyfive
thousand books iucluding maga-
zines in addition to some efnip-
ments, We are confident of fur-
ther assistance in the future as
well,

Foundation stone was cere-
monially lald by me on February
7th, 1982, for the pew edific,
nominally the third stage of Na-
rasimha Rao’s original plan and
still faithful to the Dravidian
Architectural style as redesigned
by the well known Architect V, S.
Thurairajah to serve the functions
of a Public Library in the context
of the present day.

Building operations have com.
menced and the work is expected
to be completed by 9th May,
1983, at an estimated cost of
Rs. 3,017,632/-.

Whereas the renovation of
the Northern wing of ths exist-
ing building is estimated fo cost
Rs 2,93,296/- (i.e. repair of the
building Rs, 1,18,466 00 apd re-
wiring Rs. 1,74,850/-)., Separats
tenders for the said work bava
been called for and the success-
ful tenderer has already com-
menced work, The renovation of
this part of the building is ex-
pected to be completed by the
end of this menth,

Once' the repairing and re-
wiring of the Northern wing is
completed, we hope to reopen the
Reference Library to alleviate the
sufferings of especially the under-
graduate and post-graduate stu-
dents, For want of space even
the Reading Room and the Child-
ren's Library now being tempo-
rarily housed at the Town Hall
too will get shifted there.

We expect to complete the
entire restoration project before
the end of 1983 so that its re-
opening may coincide with the
Golden Jubiles Celebrations of the
Jaffoa Publie Library.

Tamil Associations in foreign
capitals planning to organise " Flag
Days" or " Library Weeks" in
aid of the Jaffoa Public Library
in future are advised to make
those days or weeks coincide with
the forthcoming Human Rights
Week (10 — 17-12-1982) to achieve
a bstter response.

We shall be grateful if youn
can send your contributions direct
1o Jaffma Fublic Library Trust
Fund Account No. 2893 in Bank
of Ceylon, Jaflos, with advice t9
us. Your contribution to this furd
is exempt from income tax — yide
uotification published in Gazette
No., 10649 dated 5th March, 195%.
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EDITORIAL
A Puzzling Charade

As we go to print, tha gruelling debate on the Fowrth Amend:
ment to the Constituition is still in progress and tlhe:'u is every chance
that the Amendment will be passed by a two-third majority.

"The war is won but the battle is not done' is a {;mlli{ar die-
tum which underscores an important truth in war as in m". ~ that
yictories alone do not solve the complex issues which undergird our
confrontations.

iti i i is “scribbled o'er' as never

The political scene in Sri Lanka is *scribbled .
befors. The M. P. for Madawachchiya, Mr. Maithripala beuauayal_:e
férrnsr Deputp Leader of the SLFF in a sspsational st;ala_n‘.leut in
Parliament has supported the 4th Amendment to the COHSLHUIE!(:I[I ho;
the ground that as a minister of the previous gluvemmejnt _whlc fn
been a party to the decision to extend the life of Parliament for
2.years. he had no moral right to oppose the present Amendment,

Mr. Anura Bandaranayake, though he opposed the Bill on the
ground that the government was ' kicking away" t.ha Prnpm:tmna.l
Representation system and " freezing™ the present Parliament, .d'd not
fail to fling a bolt at the Marxists, ''If the SLFP gsls 1Inm the
hands of the Marxists I shall resign from the party' he said. He
made it clear that the SLFP was a ceatrist party and the only
alternative to the UNF,

These candid but nevertheless bold utteranees in Parliament, of
members who were erstwhile oppanents of the present goverament has
lent substance to these comments in Forward of 1-11-82;—

“Even before the Presidential polls were over, J]. R. spoke seve-
ral times about inviting his opponents to join him in govern-
ment......Circles ¢lose to the President confidently predict tbat the
offer of a ministerial post to Mrs. B will be revived as well as
similar offers to Colvin and Amirthalingam.” -

About the place of the TULF in these new sensational develop-
ments, it is not yet clear. On the somewhat vexed question of the
TULF nomination of Selvarajah Yogachandran alias Kuttimani, (now
in custody) to the Vaddukoddai Seat in FParliament, Mr. Amirthalin-
gam had stated that the TULF bad not nominated Mr. Yogachandran
to embarass the government or the House but to draw attention to
an aoomaly in the Prevention of Terrorism Law. ‘

This appareatly comcillatory statement is a pointer that the TULF
toa would pursus its pelicy of supporting the government and would
in all probability support President Jeyawardene in his scheme of
"a pational government’ subject to sertain conditions.

Further comments we would not make on these new developments.
The political climate in the country anyway doss not appear now to
be foggy as when the Parliament discussed the Referendum Bill, or
when the Civil Rightz Movement sent a memorandum to the Presi-
dent of 21 points sgainst the holding of the Referendum, 3

Rev. A. C. Thambirajah

In the midst of the throbbing ' life* of Navajeevanam, Rev, A. C.
‘Thambirajah, the ‘father’ of the bustling Christian Centre at Paran.
than, slipped away quietly to his eternal rest on Monday, the 1st of
November with hardly anyone believing it, when they first heard the
news. For, during the last fortnight in Octobar many had seen Rey,
Thambirajah participating buoyantly in several functions, including tha
three-day Revival Meetings at home in Navajesvanam,.

This was, perhaps as it should he, The simple hymn sheet used
at the Funeral Service on 3-11-82 at the Holy Carpenter Church hag
this verse in bold types on the fromt page “Fre) g@ wrpa ",

- ‘Life" was the theme of maay af Ray, Thimbirajah's Sermops,
When he moved with his wifa and youog children in 1959 from the
C. S. I. Church at Uduvil (the last station he served as a Preshyter
of thq’ Jalina Diocese) to jsin the colonists at Paranthan,
Powering concern as an ‘explorer’
cbandise” of an abundant ' life *

his aver-
Was to carty to them the ''map.

7 ."h_ J_oumay of a thyusand miles beging  with one
Ei‘ ambirajah'wrntg in a small pamphlet, he issued to hig friends on
pl:z::“'un Enth his wife, after a journey which took him to many

§ o Europs, U, K, U.S A, i
K U.S. A, Canada asd Wast Germany in
 Navajesvanam today
(‘the develop nent of thig
singls step that he took
rajah was God’

step! Raey,

has travelled with him “a thousand miles'
centre has been (ruly phenomenal ) with the

with a gmal] Rroup in 1959, R i
8 opportunity in hig day, ' e

The faliowing verse fr,
ﬁlects. more than any otk
birajah conceived his misg;
famaus old viclig maker

om George Eliot's poem  Siravidarius ra-

er we know_. the splrit in which Rev, Tham.

on at Navajeevamnam., (Stravidarius was the

: who also made guitars in the sarly 1700
"

If my hand slacked

I' should rqp God since He {g

Fullest gagq

Leaving a blank instered of

He could gop make

Antonio S'ravidari's violing

Without Antonio,

violins,

Review

y
“The Central Cricket Centenary

The Ceniral Crickeb Gente
nary (1881 —1981) is a publica-
tion of Jaffna Central (Iloile-.ge
which has a value beyond its in-
terest to many old boys as &
cricket souvenir.

The story of a caulury.uf
cricket at Jaffaa Central, beginning
from 1881 Rev. Frederick
Webster, a Methodist missionary
introduced the game first in the
Peninguls, is undergirded by large
chunks of ''footnotes', (mainly
gleanings from the Ceniral Ce-
tury) which gives the reader an
outlina picture of the major events

when

which have moulded the history
of Jaffoa Central from 1817 te
the present day and of the peo-

ple who spearheaded these events,

OF interest to the general
reader are the 'tit bits' of im-
portant sports land marks as the
founding of the Cricket Umpires
Association in Jaffna (1962) and
of the inauguration of the first
Cricket Club in Ceylon (18532)

and ‘of other landmarks as the
founding the "' Jaffoa Teachers:
Union" the precursor of the
N.F.T.A.

It is also a happy feature of
the publication that the treatment
of the subject of cricket at Cen-
tral blends with the locale. For,
no aceguut of ericket at Jaffng
Central can be complete perhaps
without the story of the Jaffna
Clock Tower [given as a footnote
in page 23 of the publicatien],

The Jafina Clock tower today
like the " Church clock” of the
“" .

old vicarage of Gramchester",
immortalised by  Rupert Brook,
has become increasingly " pie-
turesque " because it has ceazeq
to denote time,

The Central Cricket Cente-
pary ‘ie am important educational
publication which bad made use
of the story of a hundred Years
of cricket as a suitable launch
pad for reminding as of their rich
heritrge, reflected in the work of
their early teachers — D, P, Niles
( the first National Principal ), |, K.
Chanmugam, A. W, Arudpraga-
sam, W. G. Spenser and Sam
Seevaratoam among the nationals
and Peter Percival,
af:d C A. Smith among the mis-
sionaries,

Small Industries
North

in the

The following Projects we
learn have been approved for the
North by the Ministry of Rural
Industrial Development : —

(8) A toy manufacturing cen-
tre at Nelliady, b) A rﬁasler
craftsman class at Thunnalai South
for turaing out artifacts ogut
palmyrah wood, (e)
schoals in Vaddukoddai,
and Udupiddy, (d) Coir manu-
facturing centrea at Pallai and
Madduvil, (e) Basket weaving
centres at Vealanai and Karaveddy,
{fl A light engineering workshop
at Atchuvely,

Mr. T. Cumaradason, the As-
sistant Secratary of the Ministry
will be in charge of implement.
ing these projcets,

of
Carpentry
Kaithady

P. T. Cash -

Doctorate in Mathematics

Mr. M. R. R. Hoole, eldest
son of the late Rev. Richard H, N,
Hoole, (a former Vicar of Christ
Church, Jaffaa) and of Mrs..Jes-
vamany Hoole, presantly of Udg.
vil has been awarded the degres
of Daoctor of Philosopy in Maths.
matical Logic by the University
of Oxford,

Mr. Hoole had his early edy-
catlon at St, John's College, Jaff.
na and St. Thomis College, Cog-
lombo, He obtained his Honours
Degree in Mathematice from the
University of Ceylon before pro-
ceeding to Oxford.

He is now in Singapore ag a
Lecturer in the Dapartment of
Mithematics of the National Uni-
versity of Singapore.

Personal

The Rev. 8. Thevanesan of
the Methodist Church has raturn.
ed to Sri Laoka after haying
completed his study in the U.S.A,
He received his M.A. degree in
Psychology and Theology from
the University of Roechester in
New York in May 1981 and then
underwent an year of training in
Clinical Psychalogy at the Luthe,
ran  Medical Centre, Broohlyn,
New York. He is now Circuit
Superintendent at Kuolmunai,

# * *

The Rev. S. Jeyanesan, Pres.
byter of the " Church of Christ
the King" Kiilnochchi, has been
elected as one of the two Vica-
Presidents of the National Coun-
cil of Y.M.C.A's of Sri Lanka,
He was a founder member of
the Pandaterruppu ¥.M.C.A. and
is at present the President of tha
Paranthan Y.M.C.A. He is also
the Chairman of thc Board of
Management of the V,.M.C.A.
Youth Tratning Centre, Paranthan,

The Sacredness of Life
(World Samctity of Life Sumday)

Lord God Almighty, our Creator,
as we gather here today in
Your preseoce, we celebrate our
existence, we rejoice to be alive,

Teach us to understand more and
more profoundly  that every
human life is sacred, whether
it belongs to an unborn infant,
or to a terminally ill patient;
to a bandicapped child, or to
a disabled adult; to people wha
live next door, or to those who
live far away,

Remind us, Heavenly Father, that
whataver 8 person's age, race,
colonr or cread, each individual
has been made in Your image
and likeness; and has besn
redeemed by Christ,

This makes
Your sight.

them precious in

Help us to see other people with
Your eyes, so that ws may
reverence, preserve and sustain
Your gift of Life in them, and
use our own lives more faiths
fully in Your service, We ask
this through Jesus Chrigt Our
Lord, AMEN.

Cardinal Basil Hume Osb;
Archbishop of Westwinster.

Registored ws g Newspaper at the G, P.0,, Sri Lankaunder No, 0 B.[35/300/26/82,
Prioted for the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of Seouth Indin at Sri San-

miganatha PFress,

Kankesanthurai Road, Jaffna on Friday, 5th November 1982

Aod published by Mr, Alvappillai Rajasingam, 330, Navalar Road, Jaffma,
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