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The Presidential Polls f.?ﬂ Ir)-§2

TULF Stance Criticised

The Tamil Times (London)
of September 1982 has criticised
the policy of ' non-participation "
adopted by the TULF in respect
of the Presidential Elections in
Sri Lanka :—

' Participation in election cons-
titutes a political act. An ae-
tive baycott campaign of an
election is also a political mct,
But 2 'non:participation’' de-
claration at the leadership Jevel
and leaving the people to de-
cide as to how they should
exercise their franchise and
run away from the scepe of
political action Is the act of
a leadership which at best is

. opportunist and at iits worst
politically bankrupt. On both
counts, such a leadership doesn’t
deserve the continued support
of the people whom it claims
to lead.”

For the Record

Recognised Political Parties

The following are the fwelve
recognised political parties in Sri
Ladka :(—

The United National Party (UNP)
The Sri Lanka Freedom Paty
(SLFP)
The Tamil United Liberatiou Front
(TULE)
The All Ceylen Tamil Congrees
(ACTC)
The Ceylon Workers Cangress

(Political Wing) (CWC)
The Communist Party (Cp)
The Federal Party (EP)

The Lanka Sama Samajist Party
(LSSP)

The Mahajana Eksith Peramuna
(MEP)

The Jathika Vimukthi Peramuna
. (JVP)
The Nava Sama Samajist Party
(NSSP)

Democratic Workers Congress
(Political Wing) (DWC)

4th Amendment passed
142 — 4

The fourth amendment to the
constituition was passed in Par.
liament at 2 a.m. on 5-11-82
with 142 voting for and 4 against,
after a gruellivg debate which
Ineted for over 10 hours. Massrs,
Maithripala senanayake and Halim
Ishak voted with the Government
10 prolonged cheers from UNPers,

The TULF was not present
At voting time though their leader,
A, Amirthalingam had earlier op.
posed the bill., The four MPs
who voted against wers Attana.
galla MP Lakshman Jayakody,
Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya Second
MP Anura Bandaranaike, Kotmale
MP  Apsnda Dassanayake and

9

A Navajeevanam account
of Thambirajah’s Funeral

The Rev. A. C. Thambirajah,
Founder and Director of ' Nava-
jeevanam' passed away on the
Ist of November 1982, The fune-
ral took plate on the 3rd instant
at 300 p.m. and according to
his wishes, it was a simple cere-
mony sans any decorations of any
sort. The remains were cremated
at the nearby cemetery at a site
chosen by him, He wished that
hig funeral service should be con-
ducted by the Bishop of the Jaff-
na Diocese of the Church of
South India (CSI), under whose
discipling - he remained until his
death, and that the sermon should
not make any reference te him
nor his work, The massive crowds
from all walks of life, and from
every part of the country amply
testified to the fact that he was
much Joved by many. Bishop
Ambalavanar citing as an exam-
ple the building of St. Pauls
Cathedral in London in the 17th
and 18th century said that, after
the death of Christopher Wren,

who- was responsible for the archi-

tecture of the Cathedral, the peo-
ple wanted to errect a monument
for bim. To this, his sen said
that he only wanted to place a
plaque on the wall of the Cathe-
dral which should read — " Look
around the Cathedral and you
will not need a monumant ", Con-
tinuing, the Bishop said that the
very vast crowds today speak for
the fact that Ravy, Thambyrajah
does not need a monument. ' Na.
vajeevanam ', its life-style and ite
ideals are ample testimonies why
he does not need 8 monument,

It iz an uphill task to f]
this vacuum, all of a sudden, and

trusting in  God’s support, 'Na-
vajeevanam ' by analysing past
achivements should evelve and
re-define the new task in the

visionary lines Rev, Thambyrajah
intended, It is sincerely hoped
that friends will Bear with "Na-
vajeevanam' at thisg time, pray
for them and extend to them the
co-operation they have hitherto
enjoyed, in the on-going task —
a task which is difficalt without
the Founder and yet challenging,

We end by referring, in a
nutshell, to ' Navajeevanam's'
guiding principle ;

“"We bave not scorned society
but bave been mindful of its
needs and in our own small
way we have taken the bur-
dens of many, trusting in
God's unfalling suppart,”

Our Love and Prayers up-
hold Navajeevanam,

Oscar T. Samuel
Nayajeevananm
11-11-B3,

Kalawana MP Sarath Muttetiuwe-
gama., Gampaba MP S. D. Bao-

daranayake was not present dur-
ing votimg time,

Australia to Limit Overseas
Students

Monash Univesity, in Australia
which Is having the largest per-
centage of overseas students par-
ticularly from Third World coun-
tries will, from 1983, limit the
number of overseas students en:
tering the engineering course, to
give more access to Australian
studenis. Last year Monash Uni-
versity admitted 97 overseas stu.
dent for the engineering course,
Melbourne University admitted 31
overseas students.,

Last vear at Monash Uni-
versity the cut-off point for the
enginesring course was 286 which
prevented many Australlan sty-
dents from qualifying,

The President of the Stu-
dents' Association of Monash has
said " For a university ta impsze
restrictive quotas on academically
qualified applicants which are
based on the country of damicile is
to compromise its integrity and
creale a precedent for the warst
discriminatory practices, Any such
quota smells of racism".

Note by the Editor

Mr, Robert Porter of Jaffna
College bas invited our attention
to an error that has appeared in
our attention to an error that has
appeared in our . Editorial last
week with regard to the pame of
the famous violin-malter mentioned
in the poem we qooted:— The
name is Anfonio Stradivari or
Antonius Stradivarius |Latinised
form) 1644 — 1737,

We thank Mr, Porter for the
correction.

In brief

O A New Automatic Telephone
Exchange with subscriber trunk
dialling facilities to and from
Jaffoa has commenced function-
ing from 18-:9-82. It is now
possible to make telephone ealls
and receive calls from other
parts of the country, by direct
dialling,

O  Reapionis of Gift Parcels
from abroad need not now call
at the GPO, Colombo to clear
them, In the two forms ( POD
31 and 3) seat to them, the
recipients can authorise the pos-
tal authorities to clear the par-
cel on their behalf and send It
to the post office or sub-post
office nearest to them from
where the reeiplent can collect
the parcel afrer paying the
necessary duty.

O The GCE (OL) Examination
due to be held from December
13 to 21 will now be held from
December 30 to January 8 be-
cause of the Heferendum to be
held on 22.13.82. There will
be no Examination on January 1
(New Year Day) and January 2
(Sunday ).

Subscription
Inland: Rs. 35/- per year.
Single issuss are available at
the Varany Mission Sares
CENTRE, Model Market, Jaffoa
at Re. 1/- per copy. /
Apply to :

The Manager,

' Morning Star’, _ Vaddukoddai,

IN MEMORIAM

Ix EverR Lovine Memony
OF
Samuel Kanagaratnam Rasiah

Called to rest on
“» 25-11-1959

Affectionately and gratefully
remembered by his Toved ones,
Tellippal_l_a_li.

e

The Principal, Staff
and Students
- of
Nuffield School for the
Deaf and Blind
Cordially invite you and your family
To be present at their

Annual Christmas Carol Service
AGLIGS phAN Gas sl
(5-00 p. m. to 6-00 p. m.)
Christmas Concert
(6-00 p. m. to 7-00 p, m.)

AT TRIMMER HALL! _}_KFFN:.»\

on .Tuesday- { Payél !
November 30th 1982 at 5 p. m.

Kaitadi.

Extension Project at
Jaffna College Farm

The Assistant Director of
Agriculture, Jaffoa, Mr. S. Jeya-
ratoam, bas kindly gifted 50 coffee
plants to be planted in the Jaff-
na College Agricultural Institute
premises. This is part of the
extension work this ipstitute bas
undertaken, !

The Jaffoa College Agricul-
tural Ipstitute at Maruthanama-
dam is an integral part of the
Jaffoa Colige Technical [Institute
at Kanawake,

The students who complete
their courses at the Farm are
awarded Certificate on " Intitate
Day " held every year at Kana-
wake (Vaddukoddai},

The Principal of the Agricul-
ture Institute is Mr, C. Lawrence
Devasahayam,

Wedding

Ariaratnam — Thiruchelvam

The marriage of Raveendran
Ariaratnam, son of Mr, and Mrs.
I, R. Ariaratnam of " Suka Vasa ',
Navalar Road, Jaffna and Miss
Chelvini Thiruchelvam, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. R, Thiruchelvam
of " MuthuMalikai", Urumpirai
was selemnised, at the Holy Em-
manuel Church, Urumpirai - on
Saturday, 30-10-82 at 4 p. m.

Rev. Issac Selvaratnam offi-
ciated. The Ven. S. D. Horsbing-
ton, Archdeacon of Jaffas preached
the homily,
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EDITORIAL iy
The TULF and the Political Scene

The most intensely discussed and daliset{il}' d_issecled iumcic::

t weeks in Sri Lanka has been the Pruslldenltlal Pll)lfl' part
Sk ith reference to the Jaffoa Electoral District which polled &
:;l:sn‘;ge of 4416 while the national polliog average was 80.08 per

cent. -
While the government party, the UNP, did not expect miracles

fo happen in the Jaffaa district, it never bargained for the debacle

(i} Ayl ’

it witnessed on 20-10-82 in this citadel of the TULF

It is now no looger a secret that future relationships be_ztween
he TULF and the government has pnecessarily to be viewed in t.hc
:m:’l;drop of the degree of co-operation the Jaffna voter would give

to President Jeyawardene in the achievement of his national goals.

The TULF as a political party, representing the substantia? majo-
rity of the Tamil speaking people in Sri Lanka is today facing the
gravest crisis in its history.

Elsewhere in this number we have quoted some comments Ut.. Ithel
London Tamil Times (September 1982) which has been “i“ cr!nca
of the " mon-participation policy” adopted by the TULF in respect
of the Presidential Election held on 20-10-82.

' The Journal secuses the TULE af_ its faltering boycott stance
which wai tantamount to an abdication of its responsibility and

leadership.

We do not entirely agree with this accusation. Anyene wh.o has
witnessed the unfolding of the political scene in Sri Lanka,‘ in ?ts
varipus stages, during the days immediately preceding the Presidential
Election will know that no political party in the country could have
judged the political situation aright.

The TULF ssﬂ a political party is not different from n:ther poli-
tical parties in the country. It has to, at times, paint ns'ait {|.m-;
many corners in the interests of its cause. We have tc_: bear in mind
that some of the moves and counter moves in the Sri Lankan poli.
tical scenes today have yet to be clearly discerned.

On the other band, we would have very much wished that the
TULF was more wary of its stance in the matter of the Vaddu-
koddai Parliamentary Seat Nomination.

The criterion for the nomination of a TULF candidate for a
seat in Parliament has to bz based on more fundamental requisites
than merely the candidate’s qualification to piopoint and discredit the
framework of the Prevention of Terrorism Act.

The Referendum to be held on 22-12-82 has once again created,
we Bote, 4 mood of uneasiness not merely in the relationships between
the TULF and the government but alsc between the TULF aud
its supporters.

In Parliament, the Leader of the Opposition and the Secretary
General of the TULF, Mr. A, Amirthalingam hag made an impas-
sioned plea for democracy, making a strong case agaiast the Fourth
Amendment to the 1978 Constituition.

Mr. Amirthalingam bhag said :(—

“The present Amendment went aaginst the Constitution. Re-
presentation in Parliament was not by dummies,” The M. P. was
there a5 a parsonality in his own right embodying certain par-
ties...... It was a negation of democracy for the 51 per cent to
tell the 49 per cent who ware opposed to it, that they would
have no right to elect thesir M.Ps,”

The position of the TULF is now by no means ambivalent,
It is opposed to any measures to bypass normal democratic processes
in the country, [t also has, we learn, decided not to join any poli.
tical eomaraderie born of misery in the country, te CAmpaign against
the life of the present parliament, The party will hold its own mest-
ings in the Northern and Eastern provinces.

Meanwhile, in the midst of a flurry of aceusations of the UNP
‘against the SLFP, on the issus of "' forged ration booke", and of
counter-accusations of the SIFP against tha UNP, challenging the
resu'[_ts of the Presidential polls, the idea of "a national government
BDPERTS (o be taking dsepar roots, The gestation of this new think.
0g does mot appear, to maany, to be laborious, -

M 8, D, Baandaranay ke,
reported to have said at & Pre
that “only a leader wielding
lems of the country,

the SLFP Member for Gampaha is
85 Conference at hig home in Yakkala
great powers" could solye the prob-

In the event of
Bandaranayalke has said,
sentation in accordance
ported it,

"a national government
the SLEP should b
with the

being formed ', Mr,
e given adequate repre-
2.5 million vyoters who have sup-

In this backdrop,

’ : what the future of the TULF
I8 the political life of

is going to be
the couantry,

fémaing ominously uncerfain,
3 235

Who will be Present at the WCC Sixth Assembly
at Vancouver
(24th July to August 10, 1983)

the present
Partici-

The following is
sstimate of Assembly
pants:—

{a) Delegates officially appointed
by member Churches — 900
Delegated representatives (of
associate member Churches,
Christian Couneils, Christian

(b)

World Communions ete.)
et G0

e) Observers (non-member Chur-
ches) — 60

[d) Advisers — 90

e) Guests =50

(f)] Retiring Central Committes

members — 15
[g) Stewards — 175
(k) Staff — 150
(i Co-opted Staff — 150
(i) Accredited visitors — 1000

(k) Accredited media represen-
tatives — 1000
The total number of people

who will attend the Sixth Assem-
bly of the World Council of
Churches to be held in

the pre- -

mises of the University of Bri-
tish Colombia will be 3655,

A first look at the list shows
that roughly 60 per cent are or-
dained ministers. Some 5 per
cent are theologieal teachers and
students.

Special eflorts are being made
to mobilise North American thea-
logical students, teachers and ins-
tituitions because the Assembly
will take place in that region for
the first time gince the 1954
Evanston Assembly,

The percentake of theologi-
cal students and teachers is likely
to be increased by co-opting into
the category of "advisers” and
"stewards " additional people who
will represent the concerns of
theological education st the As-
sembly,

It is expected that a num-
ber of teachers and students of
the Vancouver School of Then-
gy located at the site of the As-
sembly will be ameng the local
visitors,

Supreme Court Ruling on
4th Amendment

The following is the text of
the Supreme Court ruling on the
Fourth Amendment :—

"“A bill titled "an act to
amend the constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka" was referred to us
by His Excellency the President
in terms of Article (1) (b) of the
canstitution for determination whe-
ther the said bill -or any provi-
sion . thereof is inconsistent with
the constitution,

“'The Bill contained a certi-
ficate by which the Cabinet of
Ministers has certified that the
bill is urgent in the national in-
terest,

"The Attorney General ap-
peared before us and assisted in
the consideration of the bill,

" Mr, Felix R, Dias Bandara-

naike appeared in person in sup- -

port of his objection, Mr, S.
Kanagaratnam, attorney-at-law, ap-
peared for the objector Mr, C. V.
Vivekanandan,

" The majority of this eourt
is of the view that the period of
the first parliament may be ex-
tended as propased by the draft
bill which is deseribed in its long
title as being for the amendment
of the constitution and is intended
to be passed with a special ma-
jority required by Article 83 and
submitted to the people by refer-
endum, In view of this decision,
the court in terms of Article 120
proviso (b) states that it does not
bave and exercise any further

jurisdiction in respect of the said
bill,

Three members of the court
Are not in gagresment with
above view."

the

Thiz decisian was signed by
Chief Justice Naville Samarakoon

Referendum “ Agents” and
Polling “ Observers”

A recognised political party
(there are now 12 in Sri Lankn )
can appoint one Referendun: Ageni
for sach of the 22 electoral dis-
tricts. At the Presidential polls,
only one Election Agent was
allowed for each candidate for the
whole country.

The UNP has decided to
appoint District Ministers as their
Refrendum Agents.

The Referendum Agents will
appoint " polling observers™ for
each polling station and " eount-
ing observers” for eagh counting
centre,

There will ba two polling
“observers” at each polling sta-
tion for each political party and
two ‘'counting observers" for
each party at the counting centres.

New Bishop fer Singapore

Dr. Moses Tay, (44) the Direc-
tor of the Tan Tock Seng Hos-
pital, & 1300 bed inostitution, owned
by the Singapore government, who
entered the self-supporting minis-
try in 1977, is to be the Naw
Bisop of Singapores In 1970,
Dr. Tay completed the l_lane
College (Sydoey) certificate im
Theology and iu [97]1 graduated
BD from the University of Lon-
don as an extermal student.

He was consecrated on
25-10 82 by the Archbishop of
Canterbury who travelled to Sin:
gapore for the Consecration.

The Archbishop of Canters
bury retains the role of Metro-
politan of the Diocese of Sipga-
pore.

and Justices Weeraratoe, Wana-

sundera, Ratwatte, Sharvananda,

Wimalaratoe and Vietor Perera.
(EDN 6-11-53)
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