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The Third National Sc_out
Jamboree is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 1983 in Anuradhapura. Mrs.

Giva Obeysekara is Chairman of
the Fund raising campaign. A
Return Ticket to Singapore and

a colour TV are among the prizes
offered for winpers of the com-
petitions organised in conuection
with the Jamboree.

This national Jamboree is be-
ing conducted after a period of
20 years. The Bank of Ceylon
and the Hatton National Bank
bave come foreward to give sig-
“mificRot support.

Views on the Referendum

UNP's first Referéndum meet:
ing was beld at Kochichikade on
17-11-82 in the evening. President
J. R. Jeyawardene openiog the
compaign gave thres reasons to
the people gathered there, why
the government had opted for
a referendum, Ope reson was to
farestall the rancour generated by
election enocounters.

Anather reason was his need
for legislative backing to carry
the development program through.
The third reason was that 52.9
million voters had provided him
the extension mandate on Octo-
ber 20. .

The President said that the
Referendum was only a devise tp
canvass public opinion and nobody
.could say the move was wrong.

The idea of a Referendum
was noi mew:. U, K, Fraoce,
Switzerland bad all resorted to
the exercise. It adbered to de-
moeratic principles through popu-
lar consultation.

The Executive Commitiee of
the Student Chrisiian Movement
of Sri Lanka bas sent an Appeal
in Sinbala and Eusglish dated
6.11:82 to all Christian Associa-
tions and Human Rights Move-
ments, in which it has stated
that the propozal of the UNP to
haold a Referendum on the con.
tinnity of the present parliament
will result in a sospension of the
Democratic process,

The dangerous implications of
this proposed action, says the
Appeal have already been analysed
and pointed out in public state.
ments made by the Civil Rights
Movement, the Centre for Society

eed Religion and the Satyodaya
Centre.

The histary of Rerenendums
i other eountries, the Appeal
points eut, should be a reminder
to us that such referendums even-
tually lead to dictatorship of
gither the civil or military kind.

The Appec! cencludes by a
quotation from Dietrich Bonobref-
fer:—

"“"We are not Christ. But if
we want to be Christlans, we
must haye some share in
Christ's large heartedness by
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At Rest
Mr. €. 5. Popnuthurai

We regret to record the death
which occurred in Colombo on
12-11:82 of Mr. C. S. Ponnuthu-
rai (73) a former teacher at Jafi-
na College Vaddukeddai and later
at Wesley College, Ceolombo,

Mr. Ponnuthurai had his early
education at Trinity College, Kan-
dy during the Meleod Cambell
era. He entered the Government
Training Cellege in Colombo early
in his career and on completing
his training was for & while on
the stafl of the Aoglican sehool
at Pussellawa.

He joined the staff of Jaffna
College in 1930 together with his
friend and long time colleague
Mr. Ii, J. J. Niles ( Jeevar ) — the
first two Ceylonese teachers ap-
pointed by Rev. John Bickaell to
the tatorial staff of Jaffoa Col-
lege,

Mr. Ponuuthurai's long asso-
ciation with Jaffna College [ for
well nigh two decades)
not merely the College but also
the Teachers’ world both in the
peninsula as well as= putsida,

He was closely assoeiated in
his teaching career with the acti-
vities of the ACUT, the NPTA,
the  Christian Teachers Guild, the
Jaffoa Inter Collegiate Christian
Fellowship, the Student Christian
Movement etc., all of which orga-
nisations had at ome time or
another the benefit of his wise
counsel and organisational skill.

He was a king-pin in the
organisation of many and all Cey-
lon SCM camp where the brunt
of the entire burden fell on his
shoulders.

He was among the pioneers
who introduced and organised the
JSC (NPTA|] Examination in
the North, which for many years
set ths standard in Education at
a crucial stage in a stodents
school carger.  Mr. Ponouthurai
was the Secretary (if we are cor-
rect) of the first NPTA Exami-
mation Council way back io the
mid forties,

Mr, Ponnuthurai belonged te
an early batch of English traiged
teachers, whose versatility left a
rich legacy to the instituitions
they served,

Jaifna College had three such
aisislgnut Trained Teachers who
left & rich impact on the tone
of the eollege during their teach-
ing career at Vaddukaddai:—
Mr. C. R. Wordswarth, Mr, E, J. J.
Niles and Mr. C, S, Ponnuthurai,

acting with responsibility and
in freedom when the hour of
danger comes and by show-
ing a real sympathy that
springs not from fear but
from the liberation ‘amd re-
desming love of Christ for all
who suffer,'

enriched
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CHRISTMAS VESPER SERVICE
“0 COME LET US ADORE HIM”

Hy
THE JAFFNA COLLEGE CHOIR
on
Sunday 5th December, 1982 at 6.00 p.m,
at

the Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai.

You and your friends

Jaffoa College,
Vaddukoddai.

Church News from Abroad

North American Churches jp big
citiies have found a new way of
raising funds. They are selling
their air space. Regulations on
building heights often allow a
builder to put up a taller office
block if someone nearby has only
a low building — and can guaran-
tee it will stay that low.

So there is a healthy market
for the churches wanting to sell
rights to the air space above
their buildings, It has guaranieed
the future of some parishes even
though their witness will have to
maintain a low profile.

New Editor for ' One Worid "

“ "Mr. Marlin Van Eideren (36)
will be the new Editor
World from the beginning of
next year. He is a member of
the Christian Reformed Church and
has been Chief Editor of Reformed
Journal for the last four years.
He was also interim Publications
Editer at WCC Geneva office
from 1980 — 1981,

He succeeds Bruce Best who
is returning to his home country
of Australia for family reasons.

A Memorable Musical Event

Ap event that must not go
unrewarded took place on Octo-
ber Yth College day at Christian
Medieal College Vellore and came
as & climax to the days celebra-
tions. namely the opera 'Evita’
staged by the Students Associa-
tion, 'Produced by Ernest Jehangir
and the music Directed by Shan-
thini Navaratnam with a team of
95 students, It was an ambi-
tious attempt which more than
fulfilled expectations and Dbecame
a high water mark in the musi-
cal achigvement of C. M, C,

The astoundiug fact was that
the entire music had been work-
ed out from the Casette of Evita
without the Musical Score. The
scenes were 23 depicting different
stages in the Life of Eva Peron
from cafe dancer{singer ta Presi-
dents wife. The sioging honours
were shared by Deepa Ramaswa.
my as ' Eva', Saajay Govil as
'Cke' and Oommen George as
Col. Peron. The haunting melody
of 'Don't cry for me Argentina’
eame up again and again in duf-
erent ways and created the right
atmosphere for the story. It was

are eordially invited,

A. Kadirgamar,
Principal.

T =t

Wanted

Tamil-speaking Christian woman
under 60 years with Ashram ideals
of service and witness, as Admis-
tratar, Christa Illam, Kalmunai.
A married woman with a hushand
committed to such service would
be very acceptable,

Minimum qualifications :
G.C. E. [0.L) with English
and book-keeping, and ability to

preach and organize enagelistic
teams.

Furnished bungalow available,
Stipend negotiable.
Pleass apply to:—

Agi__mi}':_at_mtar. Christa [llam,
Kalmunai E, P. ;

of One

India

University Teachers’ Trqininslf
Conference

“ The prophetic mission of
the Chureh in India, has not
been satisfactory because of its
preaccupation with safeguarding
its institutional interests. The
SCM with its vigilant constitu-
ency of youth in various Church
bodies should work towards the
transformation of the Church,

The SCM should strive to
draw the atteation of academic
communities to the social pers-
pective of air educational enter-
prise ',

These are some of the find-
ings of the University Teachers’
Training course conducled by the
ECC together with the SCM in
April this year,

a two and a half (25) hours musi-
cal delight with the pulse of the
audience beating high. All con-
cerned need to be congratulated
on the high standard of the per-
formance, excellent team work and
bard work put imto the show.
'Evita' is at presenol ruoning oo
Broadway New York asd in Lon-
dor. The students have had
offers to have 'Evita' staged in
Madras, Bangalore and also over
the Madras T, V.
(€ M, C. Naws Weelily)
[ Shanthing Navarainsn s an Qld
Girl of Uidnwil Gerds' College anid
& wiamber of the JDOSE e:.*rurf!«.
Manipay.] = Ed;
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EDITORIAL .
The Sealing on the ‘Humanities’

The number of 'Arts’ students entering the Uuive@iti&s in Sri
Lanka will be restricted in future to some 21501. ru:f:crdmg to a de-
cision, reported to have been made, by the University Grants Com-
mission,

Although there is likely ro be an increaee next year in nlmo_st
all the faculties, the increase in the Arts faculty, it is learnt, will
net be significant.

Over-speeialisation in our Universities in recent years has created
a sitnation which has affected the 'Arts’ gradnates_ more th:ln fmy
other group as the subjects for their de‘gres {as I-_{:udul Ciwhsatlmvl.
Tamil, History etc., ate.) are subjects whieh do Em r(qllnru a!:y bnlslc
koowledge of English and therefors have no salability” in a job
market largely dominated by foreign entrepreneurs.

Schools too are cutting down on their ' Arts’ cu}frse‘s as“pupli].s
eome up higher. Every parent wants his child to do " science with
the consequence that the ‘arts' classes in many schools become often
& dumping ground for the less mentally alert.

This is unfortunately the position today in many of our schools
and this is a really challenging situation.

The White Paper on Edueation, released by the goveroment at
the beginning of the year, did contain some specilic proposals by which
education in the country, even in the liberal arts, could be made
more meaningful in the context of development, by making the study
of English mandatery at certain levels, particularly to students who
wish to pursue higher education,

But ' Education' and ‘'politics’ in this countty have been strange
bedfellows. Unfortunately, the forces mohilised against the White
Paper were too formidable for the government to take any bold step
towards implementation.

While ‘education’ continues to be riddled with 'polities’ in this
country, the victims are, ironically, the very people whom the politi-
clans are trying to pretect, namely the children of the middle and
lower middle classes. For, it is they whose fortunes are tied up
with the educational horizons they could see in their own country —
Sri Lapka,

Elsewhere in this issue we have published an extract from the
Prize Day address at one of our leading educational institutions by a
Senior Lecturer in one of our Universities, deploring the absence of
* versatility” amorg our student populatien today — & trait which was
& characteristic ball mark of some of the best products of our schools,
some decades ago.

The writer is aware of a time in the early forties, when some
of the 'Arts' graduates whao passed out of the University College
(with English, Latin and History as the subjects for their degree)
bad, during their University career, set up new records in Athletics
an achievement which entailed systematic and gruelling practice almost
every day on the Sports field under the clgse supervision and instruc-
tion of a coach. In between their academic pursuits and Sports
regimen, they also participated we kpow in some amateur swimming
contests.

We are reminded at this juneturs of what we learnt

in our
school days about the civilisation of the ancient Greakas,

The hero of the Odyssey ' was a great fighter and a teady
speaker; he can build and sail a boat; drive a furrow straight; ehal.
lenge his opponent at throwiog a discuss; flay skin and cook an ox
and be moved to tears by a sosg', He had surprising ' arete’’,

Many of our problemsin Sri Lanka today stem from an educational
system in the couniry which gives little opportunity for the students
to develop any kind of 'arzte’ even if they have the potentiality,

For, the school student of Sri Lianka

today rushes from the
school gate in the evening only to eater the

gate of his “tutory’,

It i= good for our students and their parents to remember the
adviee which William Christopher Haudy, the Patriarch of American
S0Bg writers gave to the genmeration of his day :—

i 3 - . .
L1_ie 15 a lot like playing the trumpet you got to blow some-
thing into it to get something out of it,"”

The International Stadium
in Jaffna :

?ms been set apart. for earth fil].
ing and construction of boundary
walls,

At a Cenference held gt the
Jaffna District Secretariat recently,
the plan to build the International
Sports Stadium  at Kakaithivy
(&réms £y ), three miles from
Jalfna on the Vaddukoddal road-
was approved with certain madj.

This site was selected, among
others inspected, by a Committee
comprising Mr. Gamini Dissanays-
ke, Minister of Land, Land Deye-
lopment and Mahaveli Develop-
ment Mr. S, Nadarajah, Chairman
DDC, Jafina, and Mr, A, Nava:

STy ratnam, former DIG.
! At this Conference, it was
Preliminary work on the cons decided to acquire mnother four

tructidn is to begin in  January

acres at the site, subject to the
1983, A sum of 5 millign rupecs

approval of the Ministry of Lands,

The goal of Education
The Training of

A Secondary sehool like Jafi-
pa College has an important role
to play ip the imparting of an
all round education, Your stu-
denis come to you Sir, at the
tender age of five. They would
be young men and women of
eighteen or nineteen years of age

when they leave the portals. of
your school to go to university,
technieal school or some other

place of further training. They
spend the most impressionable
years of their life in the secondary
school. Ard the awesome and I
think, the rewarding responsibili-
ty of moulding these young minds,
awakening their interests and
imbuing them with worthy ideals
belongs to the school. It is said
that *' the versatile man, the one
who toushes life at many points"
is the ome who lives zestfully.
The ideal of the versatile man is
important today for very cogent
reasons. In these days of imereas-
ing specialization, few adulte are
interested in anything beyond
narrow field of specialization. It
is surmised that buman heings
are fast beeoming akin to insects,
the characteristics of insects be-
ing uniformity of activity and
specialization of fanction. In as
much as the modern adult nar-
rows his field of interest and en-
gages in continous repetition of
the same operations as in the
case of the factory worker or the
machine ‘'minder,  ha loses his
variability and adaptability, So,
in this age of science and tech-
nology, there is a crying need
for the versatile man, the one
who because of his varied intel-
lectual and other pursuits, can
ward off the cramping effects of
extreme specialization. Jaffna Col.
lege has lopg had a tradition of
an all-round education, Students
of Jaffna College have gone out
into the world to take their place
as useful citizens, interested and

Versatile Youth

involved in the life around them,
It is a matter of great satisfac.
tion to hear from your report
Sir, that Jaffoa College is conti-
uing this rewarding task of train.
ing  versatile young men apd
women.

Science and more science hag

become the order of the day.
Science has wrested the place
long held by the bumanities,

Pardon me Sir, if I ag a student
and lover of the humanities take
this opportunity to make a pleg
for humanities, [t ig gratifying
to note from your report last
year, that more and more sty.
dents are taking to the study of
the bumanities, I would urge
that the humanities be taught nat
merely as an alternative discipline
with science, but as something
necessary, cowmplementary to a
scientifiic training, I do nat for
a moment decry the usefulness of
science. Science has given us &
mastery over pature and to that
extent has made our lives com-
fortable and free from drudgery.
But " Sclence is ethically neutral,”
It is good if used for the good
of mankind and evil if used for
the destruction of life. The Hau-
manities, on the other hand, tell
us what is good, and beautify]
and true and what ends ought
to be pursued. A liberal educa-
tion in the present context, there-
fore, is mot mn education which
pursues one to the exclusion of
the other. It would rather bean
education that keeps informed of
the advances in the field of sci-
ence while seekiug spiritual foed
and solace in the great works
of literature, philosophy, history,
music and art,

[ Extracts frem the Prize Day
Address of Dr. (Mrs.) M. Aral-
chelvam at the Jaffua College
Prize Giving, 1982.]

5t. John's College

AL Students’ Association

“The present vogus ameng
students pursuing higher educa-
tion in schoals, to opt for Uni-
versity courses which carry with
them a social status rather than
opt for courses for which the
students are bstter fitted is much
to be regreited” said Professor
N. Sritharan, Prfessor of Medicine
of the Medical Faculty of the
University of Jaffna, proposing
the Toast of the College at the
Aonual AL  Association Dinner
held recently in the College Hall.
Inpaselvan Vidyananthan presided,

" While it is necessary" said
Dr. Sritharan ' that one must en-
deavour to make a decent living
for himself, this objective should
not be an all consuming pursuit
to the neglect of our use to the
society to which we belong, There
should be a limit to personal
aggrandisement,"”

Mr. C, E. Anandarajan, Pri-
cipal of the College replied to the
Toast,

Other speakers on the ocea-
sion were Mr. S. Ambihaipahan,
Atorney-atlaw who proposed the
Toast of the AL Association, S.
Vignapalan who proposed the
Toast of the Sister Associations
and Miss P, Jeyaratoam of Chun-
diculi Girls College who replied
to the Toast of the Sister Asso-
ciations.

Christian Women in the News

Marianne Kaiappo (39), an
Indonesian Christian Theologian
has won the 1982 South East
Asia Writers' Award fer Indone-
siu. She won the award primarily
for her book " Raumanen' (1977)
which deals with the inner con-
flict of a young girl facing a&n
increasingly alienated environmant.

* * *

Sister Elizabeth Paul, a dea-
con of the Madras Diocese of the
CSI, is going to Melbourne for
three years to complate her mas-
ter's degree with the Melbourne
College of Divinity, ® She will
spend the first year alse minister-
ing in & parish,
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