‘Editor’s Hote

Please address all
communication
for the English pages
to The English Editor,
' Morning Star’
UpuviL, CHUNNAKAM

Mass Protest in Jaffna
on 30-11-82

A large crowd of protestors
gathered at various places in the
Jaffna peninsula apd participated
in a day-long fast in protest
against the detention of two Catho-
lic priests, a Methodist pastor &
doctor and a University lecturer
and his wife for alleged connection
with terrorist activity in the North.

Catholics, and those of other
faiths moved in processions (0
places of religions worship in the
_peaimsuln sud carried out a satiya-
graba calling for the immediate
release of the detenues and the
repeal of the Prevention of Ter-
forism Act under which they are
being heid.

The detenues who have been
under army detention for the past
thres weeks, for alleged terrorist
activities, are Rev. Fr. Singarayarn

Rev. Fr. Sinkarasa, Rev. Sam
Jeyatillekarajah, his brother Dr.
Jeyakularajah, Jafina University

Lecturer Nithyapandan and his
wife Nirmala.

The various fasts were orga-
pised by the Hindu Youth Front,
the Catholic Youth Council the
Muslim Majlis and the Human
Rights Protection Committee, They
all bad the blessings of the Tamil
United Liberation Front (TULF),

The largest gathering was at
the Jaffna Cathedral where TULF
MPs, including Opposition Leader
and party Secretary-General Appa-
pillai Amirtbalingam, participated
in the fast along with some 5000
people.

Jaffoa Bishop, the Rev. Fr.
B. Deogupillai was expected to
pronounce the benediction at the
end of the fast, There were how-
ever no speeches — political or
otherwise — at this meeting was
held under solemn atmosphere as
the participants sang religious
songs and prayed.

The undergraduates of the
Jaffna University also organised
several fasts throughout the
Northern Province at electoral level,

The Human Rights Com-
mitiee which included several left-
leaniog organisations, extended
the satyagraba campiigo to Hindu
temples and the Jafina mosque.

Several Catholic parishes also
held similar fasts their res-
pective churches.

(The Island 1-12-82)

Sri Lanka Church Growth

Seminar

A Church Growth Seminar
was held in colombo at the
BMICH from the 24th to the
26th of Movember this year with
Dy. Paul Yonggi Cho, Pastor of
the largest Church in Korea.
{ Membership over 220,000,

A Gospel Festival in  all
three languages — Engligh, Tamil,
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RIGHTEOQUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIK I8 A REFROACH TO-AWY FEOPL

and Sinbala —was conducted in
the evenings at the Sugathadasa
Stadinm.

The Chairman of the Con-
vening Board of the Seminar was
Dr. Colton S. Wickramaratne.
Other members of the convening
Board are Dr. W. G. Wickrema-
singhe, Rev. P. Basil Rajasingam,
Rev. Celetine Feroando, Col P.
William Perera and Rev. Dunstan
H. R. Thuring.

This is the first time in Sri
Lanka that preacher from Korea
addressed a Good News Festival
in Sri Lanka.

All Ceylon Tamul Teaeher's Union

Tribute to
Late Mr. D. T. Thissainayagam

The Annual General Meet-
ing of the All Ceylon Tamil
Teachers Union was beld on the
Zlst at 9.30 a. m. at Barathi Ba-
sha School Jaffoa. At that meet-
ing tributes were paid to the
late Mr, T. Thissainayagam, a
member of the Atchuvely CSI
Church, and a former President
of the All Ceylon Tamil Teach-
ere Benevolent Association.

The President and the Se-
cretary of the A,C.T.T. U, the
Treasurer of the A.C.T.T.U.
Benevolent Society, and Mr, K. K.
Cumarasamy J. P. paid tributes
to the wark of Mr, T. Thissalna-
yagam.

Mr, A, Sellathurai the Trea-
surer of the DBenevolent Society
said that Mr. Tissainayagam was
ene of the founder members of
the Society, which enabled a
teacher by contributing a meagre
Rs. 5/- a month to receive a good
amounpt at retirement. He further
said that Mr. Thissainayagam took
up the office of the President at a
very critical time when the Be-
pevolent Soclety was on the wverge
of collapsing. He left no stons
unturned in consulting able law-
yers and Bank Officials to bring
the Socisty back to its present
status of stability,

Mr. K. R. Comarasamy, J. P.
said that Mr, Thissainayagam hail-
ed from the illustrious Thurai-
appah family, in the Kopay elec-
torate. His untiring efforts, hones-
ty, integrity and self sacrifice en-
abled the society to bave three
lakhs of money in fixed deposit,

The President Mr. Wanasio-
ghe in his tribute outlined the
various gualities of leadership of
Mr. Tissanayagam and regretted
that his shyness for acceptiog
praise aod self glory forbade him
from coming to the limelight, The
spealker stressed that Mr. Thissai-
nayagam's self denial and self sa-
crifice should be a living example
to the student world today. He
thanked Mr. K. R. Cumarasamy
for hbaving introduced such a
dynamic personality to the Union.
His demise has left a big wvoid
in the Teacher's World,

For the Record

President discloses his
‘All-Party’ Scheme

The Fresident said at Kandy:

‘I ati, thinking of seeking
the suppoq'_;' of all parties after
the refer'é.q’dum is over to —

(1)

{2) to secure more represen-
tation for unrepresented parties
and interests in parliament by in-
creasing the membership of par-
liament, e. g. to 196 as conmtem-
plated in. the constitution,

(3] to institute a method of
recall of elected members district®
wise, if the majority of MPs in
a district wish it, or if the Pre-
sident thinks it necessary,

help us in this programme,

This should please the TULF
who wish to resign in August
1983 —they need not wait o
long if they agree to amend the
coustitutlon on these lines.

These are democratic methods
adopted by some ecountries.

CDN 22-11-82.

Correction

We regret that in para 3 of
news item on ' Mr. C. S,
Ponnuthurai ', a few words have
been omitted in print.

our

Para 3 will read as follows :—

He joined the staff of Jaffna
College in 1930 together with his
friend and colleague, Mr. E. J. J.
Niles (Jeevar) the first two Cey-
lonese English trained teachers,
who were not Old Boys of the
College, appointed by Rev. John
Bicknell 1o the tutorial staff of
Jaffna College.

In brief

O In memory of late MP: The
non violence direct action group

has decided to erect the late
Mr. S. Cathiravelpillai former
Kopay MP's statue in Jafna

Town.

He was the patron of mnen
violent direct action,

A committee has been formed
to carry out work in connec-
tion with erecting the statue of
the late Mr. Cathiravelpillai.

The Seecretary, Mr. T. Maha-
sivam said that although his asso-
ciation with Mr, Thissainayagam
was very short, yet he could see
his  gualities im that short
space of time. He recollected,
how he executed his work with-
out any fear or favour and sug-
gested that the biography of peo-
ple of Mr. Thissainayagam's eali-
bre should be kept and preserved
at the office.

to send the
ta the be-

It was decided
seotiments expressed
reaved family.

Subscription
Inland: Rs. 35/- per year.
Single issues are available at
the VARANY MISSION SALES
CENTRE, Model Market, Jaffoa
at Re. 1/- per copy,

Apply fo:
; The Manager,
“Meraing Star’, Vaddukoddai,

IN MEMORIAM

Thambapillai, D. J.

In Loviog Memory of
my husband who passed away
December 13, 1980,

My thoughts are always with you,
Your place no one can fill,

In life I loved you dearly,

In death I loved yow still.

I know you walk beside me,

And when my life is through,

I pray that God will take my }umd_.
And lead me straight fo you.

Sadly missed by wife Rase,
and children.
C/o P. T. Goanendran Esq.,
Trinity College,
Kandy.

HE
Came
et I L e
Us
‘The Story of Christmas
In Mime and Carols
By
The Uduvil Girls’ College
on
Sunday, the 12th of December
at
5.00 p,m.
at
The Uduvil Church

J. D, G Sk
Treasurer's Office

The above Office will be
closed for business from Friday
the 24th December to Sunday the
opd of January, 1933 (both days
inclusive ).

S. §. Selvadurai,
Hony. Treasurer, J. D, 2500

Personal

Community Health and Development
Workshop

Rev. M. Rajakulandran of
the J].D.C.S.I. Church at Kuda-
thanai was the delegate of the
].D.C.S.I, at the above workshop
whieh was held in Vellore from
Qctober 11 to 31,

The Workshop orgenised by
Asian Christian Cenire was attend-
ed by some 25 delegales from
various parts of Asia. The focus
of the Semipar and Workshop was
in Communpity Health programme
in India and its relevance ta
Develgpment in the sub continent.
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St John's Church, Chundikuli

Wedding

Service of Thanksgiving

A Service of Thanksgiving to
God for the life and work of
Jeyaranee Joseph was held at
St. John's Church, Chundikuli on
Saturday the 27th November at
4 p. m. Rev.S. P. Sclomon led the
congregation in prayer. The Bible
Jessons were read by Mr. Ajitkumar,
son sand Mr. K. Jeyarajah the
brother of the deceased.

The Hymn When the Beauti:
ful Gates Unfold — was sung by
the members of her family. Miss
Naveena Kanagathungam paid the
tribute. In her tribute she re-
farred to Jeyaranee's amiable qua-
lities, the exemplary life she led
as dutiful wife, leving mother and
earnest friend. She added that
Jeyaratoee was loyal to her Alma-
mater — Uduvil Girls’ College
where she displayed her talents
in curricular and extra curricular
activities,

Rev. Issac Selvarainam prea-
ched the sermon. In his sermon
he referred to the death of Lazorus,
of the son of the widow of Nain
and the storm that broke out
when Jesus was oo board the ship
in the middle of the sea and said
how Jesus, resigned to the normal
course of events and did the
peediul when the hour demanded
his attention, He further added
that the wisdom of Geod in choo-
sing bis children to be with him
surpasses all uonderstanding.

Litany was read by one of
the nieces of the deceased. Rev,
Sarvanandhan the vicar of the
Church proncunced the Benediction.

The service was followed by
Tea And Refreshments given by
the bereaved members of the
family.

Jeyaranee has been an active,
communicatibg member of the
St. John's Church. She played an
active role in the Ladies' Guild of
the Church and served the Lord
in mapy other ways. ' Requies-
cent in Pace.”

= Cor.

Higher intake at Varsities
next year

The student intake to the
Universities will be increased by
about 500 next year accordling
to the plans of the University
Grants Commission. The present
intake is 5100,

The increase will ba mainly
in the faculties of science and
commerce. There is a severe
shortage of qualified personnel for
science and eommerce in the fast-
developing economy,

In the Arts Faculty the in-
take figure has been frozen at
2,150, However, there will be a
slight increase because of the new
buildings at Ruhuna University
College.

The results of the G.C, E,
(Advanced Level) examination
will be released before 15 Decem-
ber mecording to officials of the
Department of Examinations,

The Wniversity Grants com-

mission sxpects to make selections
by February or March 1983 said

the Secretary to the University
Grants Commission, Wijeratne
Banda,

Sivaguru Chelvarajan

Putney Methodist Church Len-
don was the venue of pretty
wedding on November 13th 1952
when Mr. Sivaguru Yogendran
(son of the Late Mr. R. D, Siva-
guru Attorney and Mrs, Sivaguru
of Station Road, Chavakachcheri)
led to the altar Miss Sujata Chel-
varajan (daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. K. J. Chelvarajan of Araly
North Vaddukoddai.

Rev. Kingsley Muthaiyah and
Rev. Rice officiated and the homi-
ly was preached by Brother Jona-
than, The Bride-groom was ably
assisted by the Bestman Mr, Tha-
san Muthurajah,

The Bridal March was elo-
quently played by Master Vima-
lao Jesudasan, when the bride
‘ petite and lovely ', walked up the
aisle accompanied by her charm-
ing bridesmaids Miss V. Chelva-
rajan and Miss Premila Jesuthasan;
and also cute Miss Suja Ratpara-
jah as flower girl and little Mas-
ter Paul Clark as page boy fol-
lowed the bridal train,

The wedding service
menced as  Master
Jesudasan played the prelude to
the sipging of the magnificent
bhymn * How Great Thou Art”,
especially chosen by the father of
the bride.

A special song was sung in
Tamil by the members of the
family accompanied by the de-
lightful music played on the cla-
rinet, flute and the piano. Dr.
Jesuthason also rendered a special
solo depicting a father's pride,
affection and advice to his daugh-
ter, (adapted to suit the occasion
from the film 'Fiddler on the
Roof’] based on ' Tradition',

A Grand reception followed
in a beautifully decorated hall
when the hosts Mr. and Mrs.
K. ]J. Chelvarajan weleomed a
large gathering of friends, rela-
tives and colleagues (of the cou-
ple) who graced the occasion
from all parts of the UK,

However, the rich finale of
the evening was the wonderful
opporfunity presented to a pum-
ber of Sri-Lanken friends (parti-
cularly the Jaffuees and the many
Alumni of Jaffpa College closely
associated with the hosts), to
meet together for a 'HAPPY
REUNION ' — perhaps after many
Years.

com-
Vimalan

IN BRIEFR

O A Tree Planting Ceremony
was held at the Thanthai Chsl-
va Memorial site in Jaffna on
the morning of 16-11-82 when
members of the Thanthai Chel-
va Memorial Trust, the Mayor
of Jaffna, the GA of Jaffoa and
others  ceremoniously planted
trees on either side of the roads,
adjacent to the Chelva Memo-
rial. Mr. K. Nesiah, the Chair-
man of the Thanthai Chelva
Memorial Trust was in change
of organising the cersmony.

QO  Referemce Library re-opens
shortly: The Jaffoa Municipal
Counneil bas decided to open the
reference section of the Jaffma
public library on December 10,

A resolution to this effect was
adapted at the monthly mesting

The Jaffna Public Library
Project

The following &are extracts
from a statement sent te us by

Mr. R. Visvanatbhan — Mayor of
Jaffoa:— " So far we have re-
ceived both locally as well as

from foreign sources fands amount-
ing to a sum of Rs, 27 lakhs
and thirtyfive thousand hooks in-
cluding magazines in addition to
some equipments. We are confi-
dent of further assistance im the
future as well,

Foundation stone was
monially laid by me on Febru-
ary 7th, 1982, for the new edi-
fice, nominally the third stage of
Narasimha liao's original plan and
still faithfol to the Dravidian
Architectural style as redesigned
by the well known Architect V. S.
Thurairajah to serve the func-
tions of a Public Library in the
cenlext of the present day.

CEera-

Building operations have com-
menced and the work is expected
to be completed by 9th May,
1983, at an estimated cost of
Rs. 3,017,632/-.

Whereas the renovation of
the MNorthern wing of the exist-
ing building is estimated to cost
Rs. 2,93,296/- (i.e. repair of the
building Rs. 1,18,466,00 and re-
wiring Rs. 1,74,850/-). Separate
tenders for the said work have
been called for and the success-
ful tenderer has already com-
menced work. The renovation of
this part of the building is ex-
pected to be completed by the
end of this month,

Oonce the repairing and re-
wiring of the Northern wing is
cempleted, we hope to reopen the
Reference Library to alleviate the
sufferings of especially the' under-
graduate and post-graduate stu-
dents. For want of space even
the Reading Room and the Child-
ren's Library now being tempo-
rarily homsed at the Town Hall
too will get shifted there,

We expect to complete the
entire restoration project bafore
the end of 1983 so that its re.
opening may coincide with the
Golden Jubilee celebrations of the
Jaffoa Public Library.

Tamil Associations in foreign
capitals planning to organise "'Flag
Days" or ' Library Weeks"” in
aid of the Jaffoa Public Library
in future are advised to make
those days or weeks coincide with
the forthcoming Human Rights
Week (10 — 17-12-1982) to achieve
a better response.

We shall be grateful if you
can send your contributions direct
to Jafina Puoblic Library Trust
Fund Account No. 25893 in Bank
of Ceylon, Jaffna, with advice to
us. Your contribution to this
fund is exempt from income tax —
vide notification published in Ga-
zotte No. 10649 dated 5th March,
1954,

of the council held on 5-11-82,

Another resolution adapted re-
quests from the Minister of
Fisheries to deepen the harbaur
at Passaiyoor, Jaffoa and the
sea near it for at least a half
miles as it canoot be presently
used by mechanised finishiog
boats,

President Jeyawardene’s
Second Visit to Jaffna

President ]. R. Jeyawardene
said on Friday that the present
government is not doing anything
according to a racial basis,

“1 want to do away with

the job ba_nk system. I feel it
Is mot a just way of selecting
people, for employment. I want

to help develop this country from
Jaffna to Point Pedro and to
Dondra Head."”

1 The President was addressing
his second mass rally on his north-
ern tour atthe Jafina esplanad,

An unprecedented crowd braved
the weather and the tensionin the
area to atiend the mesting. There
was pin-drop silence as the Presi-
dent rose to address the gatharipg,

Recalling his earlier visit tg
Jafina, the President assured that
he would ecome to Jaffna and visit
every village after the Referendum,

He said, "1 will go from
village to village, before the end
of the next gix years. I promise
that there would not be any dif-
ference in Jaffna, Puttalam or
Matara. We are all equal.”

Continning, the President told
the gathering that he was thers
to address a Keferendum meeting
and if 2.7 million people vored for
the Referendum the present Parlia-
ment could contioue.

" Your MPs will also continue
but the Parliament can be dissoly-
ed by me even earlier,” he added,

The President further said,
" This Parliament if continued,
gives us & two third majority and
absolute pewer. Under the PR
system it is impossible to get a
two-thirds majority, We have a
vast sphere of development to be
accomplished.. For this, we want
a stable government."

HReferring to the problems of
the people in Jaffoa the President
said. "'I appreciate the problems
faced by you. I think the
country should work according te
the DDC system which even the
leader of the Opposition, Mz,
Amirtbalingam had accepted asan
effective system of administration
Now we have done away with
the system of selecting students
to the wuniversities on a racial
basis.” [ Weekend 28-11.82]

It’s the Same Staff and
Vehicles

It is the same staff and the
vehicles used at the presidsutial
election that will be used at the
forthcoming referendum.

Accordingly the Commissioner
of Elections has not called for
fresh staff lists and vehicle lists.

has asked the Government
Agents to inferm him of only thes
changes such as retirements, trans-
fers from the district etc., since
20 October and any vehicle that
had become immobilised since that
date.

Explaining this procedure &
spokesman of the Elections De-
partment said that since the in-
terval between the presidential
slection and the referendum is
barely two months it would be
superfiuous and waste of money
and energy to call for stafl lists
and transport lists afresh as the
changes that would hava occurred
during these two months would be
negligible.

Thers are precedents for this
type of procedure and he quoted
the two General Elections beld

in March and July 1960
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EDITORIAL
The Grim Political Scene

Recent incidents in Jaffoa have added a subering“noto c':[ sivarlt:
to the happenings in our political arena where torr?nsm ]t.au.
“ counter-terrorism ' have claimed in recent‘ weeksla many casfu:. wi ;
'Eterms of human life (of the victims of ‘terrorists ') and of mental
::auma "(of those under 'mrrest’ and ‘detemtion’ under counter-ter-

rorism measures).

As a Christian Journal, we condemn as ma?_v_ : ' L
attempt, overt or covert, in this country to make ~violence’ a means
L}

have done, any

end. .
2y the writer,

the Cornell
senseless

In an article entitled ''Who Speaks Jfor Ea;’!a‘a 5
Carl Sagan, Professor of Anatomy and Space S.Clenca 3:1
University makes an obvious but impartaﬂl. po.mt on the s
‘killimgs' that is a feature of political life in many parts 0
world today.

“If a human disagrees with you, let
billion galaxies “wou will wot find another™.

him live, In a hundred
( Italics are ours).

According to Sagan, our fanatical ethnic, religious and nationall
chauvinism make us very often forget that the monuments amib (El.l-
tures of our civilisations represent omly different ways of Dbeing
'human ',

‘Killings' apart, the government of Sri Ladka h:?s now ,come to
the conclusion after geveral investigations that some prlests . of tha
Christian Church too, particularly in Jaffna, have had links with the
' tarrorist’ activities in the North,

In this context, the situation in the country assumes :eric‘us
dimensions. The Christian Church is a disciplined instituition. Chn.s-
tian priests bave no ‘individual® roles. If a priest has smeared his
calling’ by any deed socially unpraiseworthy, the Church Suff?rs
with him. If he is found ‘guilty' by a recognised legal suthority
and sentenced, the Church has also to bear that " sentence’.

It is this delicate position that has prompted the Roman Catho-
lic Bishops Conference and the Bishop of Jaffna who constitute an
integral part of the Church with its 700 million Catholics, to hald
that "every persen is to be held innocent unless he is proved guilty
by law".

That no one is above the law is true. But it is also trus that
no one shonld be deemed outside the law in a democratic state.

We gre living through times in which the subject of human
rights is a live issue, and is entwined at every turn with our natienal
life. Dr. Jurgen Warner, the West German Minister for Economie
Co-operation, speaking at a Press Conference on 22-11-82 in Colombo
on the West German aid of 400 million D. M. to the Randenigala
Project has said;—

" Although =id to developing countries wonld be limited during the
mext few years, it would continue to flow to countries that res-
pected buman rights.” [CDN 23-11-82]

We, on our part, while appreciating the grace and decorum with
which investigations have been held and decisions taken by the gov-
ernment, in respect of the ‘suspects’, wish to endorse the view ex-

pressed in the Editorial column of the Ceylon Daily News of
25-11.82: —

“But it is nat for us to p1ss judgement..,...
the courts of this
Judiciary is one of
depsndence and inte
of the rule of law

It is a matter for
land and only the courts— to decide. The
the basic pillars of the Constitaition, Its in-
grity together constitute the ultimate safeguard
and liberty of the citizen ",

Recollections and Reflections

The death of Mr, K. P. S. Menon on 21-11-82 at Ottapalam in
Kerala, at the age of 84, removes from the scene a Scholar, Authar,
Writer and Speaker, the like of whom it is difficalt to find in our
:-imu in which 'wit' if often identified with barbs of satire and the
quality of grace' in public affairs seldom recognised as g visible
symbol of civilisation,

Old Boys of Jaffoa College of the early thirties will
the year when Mr. K. P.
at the Jaffna College Priz
the im

remember
5. Menon and his wife were Chief Guests
e Giving in 1933, having been invited for
portant function by the Principal, the Rev. John Bicknell,

.Mr Menon , was then ‘serving as the Agent of the Government of
1ndia in Ceylon——.a long winded and somewbat antiquated name —
by which the Indian High Commissioner wag then called,

As a young Diplomat (be was only 35) who

ti_ona at Christian College Madras and later
ity had propelled him into the Indian Clvil
of 23, he was a great draw at the Prizs

youth, then fres from (he inhibitions whic
distant horizons,

se academic distine.
at the Oxford Uniyar-
Service, at the early age
Giving for the ambitious
b today clouded students’

No one appeared, however, to be
than the seizable number of
Staff of Jaffna College and
# symbol of what was bast

more proud on that oecasion
Indian graduates from Kerals on the
its affiliated schools to whom Menon was
in their colture and academic traditions,

B L Bl R

Principal Bickoell,
duly fussy about convent
Principal's EReport when
he would like to have a copy.

true to the American ethas of mot being un-
ions, did not have an advanced copy of the
the request came from the Chief Guest that

Prize Day arrived and the Chief Guest in his introductory re-
rize

marks, referring to

the somewhat delicate topic (of the Principal's

E that was not sent to him) eaid that the Principal had written
Yeport th E

to him

not my views on his views or a r

Mr. K. P. S. Menon's

finess .
over the Radio, or reads i

Two examples from

appreciate our point. e o5
sher's national trait of maintainiog

that what he wanted on this occasion Was

speeches and ; “
- i : g0 often hears
ing today in the public utterances one
e sadly lacking ¥y it Satiual daiied,

Manon's writings
On the somewhat

“'my views and
eview of his reviews",

writings have & grace and

will help our readers to
delicats subject of the Briti-
a tight upper lip which preventg

easy communication with his fellow beings, Menon makes the follow,

ing observations in one of his books:

“An [nglish colonel went to a hotel in San Franciseo and wanted

accommodation on the ground floor.

Asked why bs preferred it,

despite the discomfort caused by the din and roar of traffic, the

colonel said
him on the lift".

“ Inorder to avoid the risk of a stranger speakiog tg

On the more serious subject of the role of the United Nations
during World War I, Menon comments:—

“The only condition for a country

to become a member of the

UN during World War 1 was that it should be peace-loving and
h.:l.s to demonstrate its love of peace by declaring war against
Germany., Neutrals had to declare war against someone and prove

that they are peace-loving",

Qur aim in this

column is not

to make an in-depth study of

K. P. S. Menon's life and work, What we do want to stress is the

broad mind and genial sprit that

lay behind his analysis of world

evente, during a diplomatic carrer which spanned over three decades.

K. P. S. Menon has indesd a lesson for our time, which is well
expressed in the a words of a contemporary Israeli writer, Jack Hal-

pern :—

“We can weigh our words,

hurl
words but there is no denying that

our words and evem eat our

what we say and how we

say it says a lot about us and a lot about our enlture.”

The Referendum Returning
Officer

Unlike the presidential or a
parliamentary general election, the
result of the forthcoming referen-
dum will be known to the Com-
missioner of Elections only through
an intermediary called the refer.
endum retarning offieer.

Under the Referendum Act,
the returning officer of each of
the 22 electoral districts will com-
municate the result of the refer-
endum in his district to the re-
ferendum returning officer, not to
the Commissioner of Elections as
at the recent presidential election.

The referendum returning offi-
cer (RRO) is required to pre-
pare @& report in respect of the
entire island and forward it to
the Commissioner of Elections,

The report will carry the
number of votes in favour of the
proposal i. e. to extend the term
of the present parliament by six
years from August 1983, the num-
ber of votes against, the mnumber
of votes rejected, and the total
number of veters in all the elec-
toral registers.

Immediately on receivig this
report from the RRO, the Elec-
tions Commissioner will transmit
it to the Presldent who will eause
such report te be puoblished in
the gazette.

The person who will Appoint
the RRO is the Commissioner of
Elections. The RRO may be ap-
pointed by name or by office.

Execept for the appointment
of an RRO, all other laws re-

M. Se. in Nutrition

Miss Manjula Thamotheram
has passed the M. Sec. in Nutri-
tion from Queen Elizabeth College,
London. ;

She is at present reading for
her Ph, D. at the Colombo Me-
dical Faculty,

She is the youngest daughter
of Mr, Vincent Thamotheram, for-
mer judge of the Supreme Court
and Mrs, Thamoatheram.

1,500 Student Win Schols

Six thousand five hundred fifth
graders of a total of 237,830 who
sat a scholarship exam Jast Au-
gust bave qualified for awards.

The exam was held to en-
able children from families with
an annuil income below Rs. 6,000
to seek scholarship assistance
worth Hs. 740 a year.

Children seeking admission to
Grade 6 in some of the more
popular schools were also entitled
to sit this examination.

An education Ministry spokes-
man said that 1,500 of the eligi-
bles would receive scholarships
while an effort would be made
to accommodate the balance 5,000
in schools of their choice, subject
to availability of space,

lating to the referendum are almost
identical with the Presidential
Elections Act, At the referendum
too, such facilities as the postal
vote, TV and radio broadcasts

are available.
CDN 1-11.82
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