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For the Record

Catholic Bishops meet
President

The Most Rev. Frank Marcus
Fernando, President Catholic Bi.
shops Conference in Sri Lanka,
Most Rev, Nicholas Marcus Fer-
nando, Archbishop of Colombo
and the Most Rev. Oswald Gomis,
SecratnryGunerﬁ.]. Catholic Bishops
Confererce, in Sri Lanka met the
President on 8-12.82 at Presi-
dent's House.

The discussion, according to
news reports, covered the alleged
involvement of certain  members
of the catholic clergy in the North
and the political activies of a
certain  ssction of the clergy in
other parts of -the country.

Associated with the President
at the discussion were:— Mr.
R. Premadasa, the Prime Minis
Mr. Festus Perera, Minister of
Fisheries, and Mr, M. Vincent
Perera, Mininister of Parliamen-
tary affiairs.

In the ceurse of a statement
issued after the discussions, the
Bishops have stated:— “ Wae
urge a fair and just process of
trial for the suspects but we do

—met-ask for any privileges tn-this

matter for the clergy,

Concerning *'party politics ",
the position of the Church, the
Bishops have said, was very clear.
"The Church does not dubble in
parly politics,”

The Bishops have also cata-
gorically stated that they had noth-
ing to do with the publication,
Pavid Handa which daes not re-
flect the opinions of the Church.

[The statement iscued by the
Anpglican and Methodist Church
beads will appear in our next
issue.] — Ed.

Palmyrah Palm is
most versatile

Researchers in Palmyrah pro-
ducts have apalysed and found
that 813 by produets can be made
from a single Palmyrah tree,

This figure could even top a
thousand if researchers pursued it
further said Hon. Chelliah Raja-
durai, Minister of Regional De-
velopment and First MP for Bat-
ticaloa at the opening of " Katpa-
bam ™ the 5th Sales Centre of
Palmyrat Products in the island
on Saturday November 6th.

Continuing Mr, Rajadurai said
tivilization had thrived along with
Palmyrah trees in the olden days,

Palmyrah trees were seen in
Places like Lamaria where an an-
clent civilization had existed.

Mr. Rajadurai said that simi-
larly too, Batticaloa had thrived at
Thirupemmhsrai and Urany where
Bge-old Palmyrah trees are rampant
Even today.

Mr, Rajadursi also said that
the Tamils used Palmyrah leaves

The Jaffna University

The news of the deith in
Colombo on 6-12-82 after A very
brief illoess, of Professor K, Kai-
‘asapathy, Dean of the Faculty
of Arts of the Jaffna University
cast a heavy pall of gloom over
the Jaffna Campus. Professor Kai.
lasapathy was the first President
of the Jaffoa Campus and had a
large hand in its rapid growth
into a full fledged University.

His death, according to the
preset  Vice-Chancellor, Mr. S,
Vithiananthan, was an irrepar-
able loss pot merely to the Jaff-
na University but also to the
Tamil Literary World which was
greatly enriched by his research
and literary output. His special
discipline  was Tamil Heroic
Poetry in which he published his
study in [968. He was awarded
the Sahitya Prize in Tamil Lite-
rature in 1911,

The Funeral took place in
Colombo on 8-12-82, He leaves
behind his wife and twa daugh-
ters,

The Jaffaa University in re-

cent years has lost three Dons
in the peak of their career —
Prof. Kanagasibapathy [ Mathe-

-matics), Prof. Selvasayagam (Geo-
graphy) aod Prof. Kailaasapathy
( Tamil ),

Jaffna College

Science Oratory Award

V. 8. Nesananthar of Jafina
College has been awarded the first
prize in the Jaffna Educational
Circuit for the Science Oratorical
Contest organised by the com-
mittee for the popularization of
Science of the Sri Lanka Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Science,

He has been invited to ob.
tained the prize award at a spe-
cial ceremony at the BMICH on
17 December.

Three topics were given to
the contestants thirty mioutes be-
fore the contest and they had to
speak for ten minutes on one of
the selected fopics, The Llopics
were ag follows:

(1) Monitoring
changes
Atomic bomb to satellite
What the scientists could
do for the students,

the geoclimatic

(2
(3)

Western Music Award

Miss. Premala HNadirgamar
who won the first prize in piano-
forte for the open event organised
by the Ys Mens Club of the
Jaffna YMCA was again awarded
the first prize for pianoforte for
the Sepiors organised by the De-
partment of Education of the
North.

to write and preserve their jatha-
kams,

Writing on Palmyrah also was
done by Tamils long before print-
ing presses were invented,
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Anandarajan — Mills

Mr. & Mrs, C, E. Anandara-
jah eordially invite relations and
friends to the marriage of their
Daughter Sorna tg Culam son
of the Late Rev, K. J. Mills and

Mrs Mills on Monday the 27th
December at §,30 a.m. at the
St. John's Church, Chundikuli,
Jaffna,

St John's College,

Jafine,

William Thambirajah
Rajkumar

Raju as he is best known to
many of us, met with his sud.
den and tragic death in the early
hours of Tuesday morning, 30th
November, 1982 at his place of
work the Cement Faetory, Kan-
kesanthurai, Raju was the young-
est in the Thambirajah Family of
Chundilkuli,

Born on the 23rd February,
1942 he had his entire education
at St. John's College, Jaffaa whers
he excelled in Sports and Stu-
dies. In 1964 he joined the
Hardy Senior Technieal Institute,
Amparai and successfully com-
pleted a Two year Civil Engi.
neering Course leading up to the
J. T.0, For a number of years
he worked with the R. V. D, B,
at Embilipitiya on the Uda Wa-
lawe Scheme, In the late seven-
ties he joined the Cement Cor.
poration, Kaokesaathurai to better
his prospects. By dint of hard
work he tirelessiy worked oo the
3rd stage ef the Civil Eogineer-
ing Works and brought it to a
fruition inspite of numerous set-
backs.

Raju was a
worker with a very kesen sense
of duty, He was courageous and
strong in his decision. He was
also bold, eonfident and resource-
ful, and always calm in the face
of adversity., His most signifi-
cant quality was his commitment
to his work, and his loyalty to his
superiors, colleagues and his sub-

conicientious

ordinates,

1 was deeply touched when
1 passed by, to pay my rlespscts
to his earthly remains. His face
depicted a special brightness and
as my eyelids closed in prayer
and thaokgiving for his life I
knew that Death cannot saver
what the Cross unites. Someday
the sands of time will slip through
the hourglass. But you peed not
fear when the last moments
come — if you learn to t.'“a f.ol'
lowship and commune with Him
now., May God congole the be-
reaved, specially his wife and the

children, — AN,
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JAFFNA COLLEGE

Wanted for Appointment from
january. 1983 4 Chemistry teacher
to bandle Advanced Leve] classes,
Preference will be given ta
teachers who could handls London
| and O. L. classees in the
English mediom,

5 available a,l
Office on ar before

Apply on form
the College

5th J Anuary, 1983,
PRrinciraL,
Jaffoq College,
Vaddukoddai,
-_'—'_“-ﬁ-—‘-—-_________‘ -

Jaffna College
Technical Institute

Instructor in Electronies

Candidate - should have g
Technician Diploma ig Else-
tfuuics or equivalent, Expe-
rienee in repair & Servicing of
electronic equipment preferred,

2. Instructor in Refrigeration

& Air conditioning

Candidate should have x
Technician Diploms in Refri-
geration & mﬁmﬂﬁi
or Equivalent. Experience ia
repair & servicing of refrl-
geration equipment preferred,

Salary : Total remuneration
all inclusive Rs. 880/- tq
1,230/ per month.

General Clerk

Candidate should have mini-
mum six G. C, E. {0.L)
passes with Maths. or Arith.
metic and Eoglish and have
experience in genperal clerical
work, accounting and Enpglish
typing.
Salary: Total remuneration
all inelusive Rs. 645/ to
1,010/ per month.

For aull posts, a point on tha
salary scale may be offered ac-
cording to qualifications and sx.
perience.

Apply on forms available at
Office to Director, Jaffna College
Technical Institute, Vaddukoddai
on or before 6th Jaouary, 1983,

Director.
14-12-82,

Mills — Apandarajan

Mrs. Navamany Mills, wife ‘fi
the Late Rev. K. ]J. Mills cordi-

ally invites friends aod relations
to the marriage of their Som
Culam to Sorma daughter of

Mr, & Mrs, C. E. Anandarajan on
Monday the 27th December at
8.30 a. m, at the St. John's Church,
Chundikuli, Jaffoa.

24, Canon Somasundaram Avenue,
Jafina,
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EDITORIAL ‘
An Instensified Public Focus

g inatiog title of an Edi-
ANl this.....and Heaven foo" is l:le+fi;szcl\{ﬂ: m:h[d‘ gt -ul
’ i " of 4-12-32, o
i he ‘' Ceylon Daily News A ; o380
::.rmlti:: :oemal-:e a slashipg comment on the ° intrusion of clerics
is
inta our political life. :
justi r tifisd "' because
““No wrong can be justified nor any 'scandal sanc Pl
it pertains to one belongirg to “some priestly caste or c

bursts out, the Editorial which only on 2;-!:’-82 in the s:r:leb:{c;i::n:
made an impaissioned plea for the “clerics " to be broug

court of law before any decision is made of their guilt.
i i ional dailies are a correct baro-

If opinions expressed in our nati a8
meter toprend public opinion in Sri Lanka, ‘tben .u is unfcrluir:tle
that the Christian clergy, in Sri Lanka luday‘ns facn:llg.a gr:‘\retcam
lenge, uoprecedented in our charch history. f‘tl:lr. christian priests

il . i
pot ritual beads but spiritual leaders of their "flock”

It is however not the Press alone that has reﬂecteld the farma_nt
in the country in certain segments of our society, against the chris-
tian priests.

An organpisation in Nowara Eliya, the Executive Com:lmttaa of th;
Roman Catholic Parish Council has, according to a news item, flashe

in the front page of ths Suuday Observer of 5-12-12, Ip;ssud a
Resolation disassociating itself with the action of the Bash‘::ps .ai
in calling wupon all clergy to protest while

Jaffoa aod Manpar,

inquiries are proceeding " [ Italic are ours).

We deplore this new trend to divide a Church (such.as the
Roman Catholic Church) with such a hoary tradition f:f unity and
Solidatity into independeat and autonomous parish councils, each hav-
ing its own rules and norms without reference to a larger body. .At
the same time, we appreiciate the point raised by the Nl‘lwara Eliya
Parish Council that no protests or publicity should be given to the
“events” in Jaffna when the whole matter is subd judice.

It has been an accepted norm in this country for which even
“the priestly caste” bas been entitled, that all publicity or com-
ments oo apy crime or aberration in conduct of any person or per-
sons, should be withheld diccreetly till the investigations are over, in
the imterests of fair-play and justice.

““An Appeal by a Cathoiic Layman” is again another correspon-
dence from the President of an Assaciation called the Civic Weilfare
Campaign to the Rt. Rey. Deogupillai, Bishop of Jaffna, published
in the centre page of the CDN of 8-13-82.

Although ‘the referance ta the previous govermment' in two places
in tbe letter gives it a political colouring, the letter has served one
useful purpose. It has stated in no unmistakable terms that if thers
is any piece of legislation enforced by the government contrary to
" divine law” or destined fo harass “a section of the community",
there is provision in this Constituition to seek legal remedy to re-
move such " obnoxious sections ",

The two examples we have cited
protested against the 'protests®
Prevention of Terrorism laws of
underlined two sore-points

of organisations which have
in Jaffna (on the dstention under the
priests and intellectuals) have really
in the Jaffaa episodes which cannot be
allowed to remain 'sore’ for a long time — the fundamental right of a
" suspect’ to be safeguarded from any kind of propaganda while inves.
tigations are praceediog and the fundamental buman right of an indi-
vidual, be he priest or layman for “a fair and just trial before the
Law and the removal. of all * obnoxious sections ” which militate
Bgainst an individual enjoying such a fundamental right,

We have to admit that the chronic ailments

t of society cannot
be healed by the magic wave of protest signs,

But at the same

time it is also frue that turning the screw on anti-terrorism laws
alone cannot salve in Sri Lanka our deep seated problems,
All religious and sgeial orgonisations in the country have to help

the governmeat to understand the ' values " that parpst

] 3 uate violence
in this country,

.A: for the Christian Churches and their role in avetyday life (in-
c}_udlng politics) oo one has expressed the matter sp clearly and suc-
cinctly as Dr, M, M, Thomas, the emipent theologian of the Mar

Thomas Chutch of India, a person extremely well versed in contem-
porary Christian thinking ; —

"I at any time we have done theology for any purpose other
than the world, we were not being Christiag, Theology is alive
ooly at the catting edge between the word and the world %,

N = el S R N -,

Womeniik News

that a woman hag been elected

First Woman Degy - Dean of the Faculty.

Frof. Daphina Attyagalle, hag
bees elecied Dean of the Colom-
bo Medical Faculty, Sha suc-
ceeds Prof, S, R, Kottegoda whg
has accepted an appointment ip

Principul of Vada Hindy

Mrs, P, Kanagasundaram hag
been appointed Priocipal of Vada.
Hindu Girl's College, Pt. Pedro,
The

Let the Deaf Children SEE
Ouar Applause

( An Assessment by J. J. R.)

It was on the 30tk Novem-
ber, 1982 evening as [ sat is the
Trimmer Hall epjoying a musical
treat offered by the pupils of the
Nuffield School, Kaithady, I lean-
ed forward to the Archdeacon
Sam Horsingtom and said to him,
"1 wish these deaf children were
able to see our applause’”. As
each time the deaf children’s item
ended the curtain was drawn, and
there were the children behind
the curtain, and we in front sit-
ting applaudiog profusely, but
they could not hear. While se-
veral hundreds were packed in
the Hall enjoying a rare pro-
gramme many who did not turn
up missed somethlng that was
unusually tasty and fantastic,
Maoy of us during this Season
of Christmas playlets, Concerts
and Aothems go to programmes
put on board by adults and child-
ren who possess all the God-
given faculties of speech, hearing
and sight, and we compare and con-
trast and make our own assess-
meat. But, here was something
of a different character of which
we could not make comparisons,
beeause of the nature of the
case. A performance by the Nuf.
field Schoal is something we

should make up our minds to
B0 to.

The first part of the pro-
gramme was a Christmas Cargl

Service in which just eleven small
children sat on the stage amd
rendered socgs and readings, most-
ly Tamil buat interspersed with
English ones in classical style,
Children who were once dumb,
now with their tongues released,
and children once liviog in dark-
ness but now flooded with the
light in their bearts and minds
by expert treatment in the School
read appropriate texts from the
Bible, 'The blind children sing,
and they continue to sing even
if there is ng light in the out-
side world, because they balieve
as Robert Browaing did —" Gog
is in His heavens, and all is
right with the world.” It so
happened as the blind children
8ang and because of power failure
there was no light in the Hall,
They continued to sing. While
the standby took time to get
started, among those in the audi.
ence there was a stir, but the
children continued  to sing undis-
tarbed and unaware of what was
bappening. We haven't that much
of concentration because we have
many distractions by ‘the facul-

ties of speaking, hearing and see-
ing.

In the second part of the
programme  thers were choice
items of [ittle playlets, some of
them long enough to make one
wonder how they could put them
through. But they did. There
WAas just one incident when the
blind children had finished an act
and were walking away to the
green room. Two of them were
walking towards the front edge of
the stage, and a few of us sit-
r.iniin front were VEIY nervous.

YWCA Christmas Fair

The Colombo ¥YWCA 'Chrigt-
mas Fair' this year, Winter Won.
derland, takes place today and
tomorrow at its headquarters at
Union Place, Colombo 2°

The attractions are a display
of international *table-settings' by
ladies from 12 different countries,
a feast of Christmas geodies and
Games of skill for children and B
fabulous ' Swan Ride’,

Carol Singing led by Lylie
Godridge is at 6 p.m, for child.
ren aod 9 p m. for the family,

Proceeds of the ' Winter Won-
derland’ are for the Building
Fuand of the Lady Evelyn de

Soysa Memorial Hostel for senior

citizens and workiog girls,

Meeting in Jaffna of
religious heads

A meeting of religious heads
and leading citizens held in Jaff-
na on 3-12.82, presided over by
the Ven, Kadawatte Nandarama
Nayaka Thera, Chief Priest of
the Nagadipa Vibare, has decided
to hold a Round Table Conference
at the BMICH in Colombo tg
find a solution to the social pro-
blems of the country. Mr, Maudi-
vanse Tennekoon, was nominated
to make arrangements for this
conference,

Amopg those present at the
meeting were Mr. S. Nadarajah,
Chairman of the Davelopment
Covwneil, Jaffoa, Mr. K. Nesiah,
Mr. D. Nesiah, G. A. and Mr, N.
Sabaratnam, retired Principal.
But, how beautifully they turned
away and went straight to the

room. Another example of their
faith in the ‘other' facalty.
About five of them, deaf child-

ren, danced as any normal child-
ren would, in classical style. In
the playlet depicting the Birth of
Jesus, in one scene of the ' Mas-
sacre of the Innocents” the de-
tails of the massacre were very
beautifully shown, Five deaf
children danced to perfection with
music which, of course, they could
uot hear. How true, '* Heard
melodies are sweet, but those un-
heard are sweeter”. The climax
of the show was the depiction of
the parable of the Sower in which
the seeds, the Sun and the thorns
were minutely symbolised by the
children. Even the choking by
the thorns, and the dyiog and
gradual withering under the heat
of the Sun were beautifully shown.
One tip for next year's Froducer,
Let not the curtain fall when the
deaf children finish their act,
Keep it open so that they could
see the audience applauding, for
they caonot hear.

In the end, the audience were
left to wonder whether the Children,
every single one of the 1%5 who
participated, as T am told by the
Principal Mr, David Jeyasingh, was
to be coogratulated, or the per-
sons from the Stafl, 25 of them,
behind the stage or the talented
Stafl who tralned them all. They
all, along with the Principal, h?"
to be congratulated tor leaving
the audlence in the end on toP
of the world!

Malaysia. Ia the 112 year old
history of the Medical Faculty in
Colombo, this is the first time

School Development Soelsty
is making plans tg accord ta her
& public function g felicitate her
on her appointment,
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