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The Young Idea

27th JuLy, 1984

G;vernment of Sri Lanka
Honours our OId Students

Three of our former students —wave
been honoured by the Government of
Sri Lanka. The Department of Posts
and Telegraphs has issued stamps CATry-
ing their portrait. Those honoured are
Sir Waitialingam Duraiswamy, Honour-
able K. Balasingam and Rav. Bahadur
C. W, Thamotherampillai.

Amongst these luminaries, C. W:
Thamotherampillai occupies an important
place in the history of Tamil Literature.
He was one of the early graduates of
the Batticotta, Seminary. Along with his
teacher Carol Viswanathapillai, he passed
the Madras B. A. Examinpation. His
greatest contribution was the printing of
Tamil Ola Manuscripts. They were in a
very bad stage and it was Rav. Bahadur
C. W. Thamotherampillai who saved these
Literature of the Tamilian people.

Sir Waitialingam Duraiswamy was
the first Speaker of the State Council of
Ceylon. He was an old student of Jaftna
College. He started his life asa Lawyer.
His father” was a student of the Batti-
cotia Seminary. Sir Waitislingam Durai-
swamy was a man of many parts. He
was a Lawyer, Politician, Social Worker
and Educationist.

Honourable K. Balasingam was an
old student of Jaffna College. He was
the son of Mr. Wyman Kathiravetpillai,
Mr. Balasingam was the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Jaffna College
He represented the Point Pedro electorate
in the State Couneil for many years. He
was responsible for many educational
and social reforms in the country. .

We are happy and proud to note
that the Government of Sri Lanka has
henoured our Old Students. The hones-
ty, integrity and indostry of these great
souls are worthy of emulation. There is
an increasing awareness among the people,
especially academies, of the impertant
role played by the Batticotta Seminary
and Jaffna College in effecting social pro-
gress in Sri Lanka. We sincerely hope |
the Governments recognition will arouse
further interest in this feld,

'l



Editorial Notes

Captains : _

We congratulate M. Parama-
lingam and R. Ratnarajah on be-
ing elected captain and vice-cap-
tain of the College Cricket team)

We congratulate S. Dushiyan-
thi and A. Marina Vathany on
being  elected captain and Vice-
captain of the College  Net-ball
team.

We congratulate R, Ratna-
rajah and G. ]. Gunaratnam on
being elected captain and vice-

captain of the College Hockey
Team,.
Congratulations :

The Jaffna College Young Men’s
Christian Association, establised
on 26th April 1884, is celebrat-

ing its Centenary this year. The
" celebrations have been spread out.
Various sports contests have been
organized in this connection.

The Young Idea congratulates
Mr. W. N. Thevakadachcham on
being appointed Senior Vize-Pre-
sident of the Vaddukoddai Lions
Club. 1

We congratulate the Tamil
Manram and Master S. Nesa-

nanther on producing the Film

“s@grl asFssgSTe”,
Field Day ( Senior School):

The much awaited Field Day
of the Senior School came off on
July 7th, Mr. and Mrs. R. Ana-
tharetchagan were Chief Guests.
We congratulate Hastings House
on emerging Inter-House Cham-
pions.

Field Day ( Primary School ):

The Sports Meet of the Pri-
mary School was held on July
13th with Dr. and Mrs. S. Gnana-
nandha as Chief Guests. We con-
gratulate Hastings House on an-
nexing the Inter-House Champion-
ship.

Felicitation :

The Young Idea extends its
heartiest congratulations te Mr.
and Mrs. Jegatheesan who were
married recently, We wish them
a happy married life. '

Commerce Union :

The Commerce Union held its
Annual Social on July 14th in
the Ottley Hall. Master W. Ragu-
ragavan presided. We congratu-
late the members of the Com-
merce Union on organizing the
function well. i




Discipline and Our College

We usually associate the word ** Disci-
pline” with the idea of order and strict-
ness. The discipline of the army is
supposed to be a stern one, and this
type of discipline is the ome which many
schools and teachers and even parents,
iry to enforce. It is, however, a fallacy
to suppose that the army type of disci-
pline is real discipline, or evem ~d-_*ype
to be desirad.

Many schools and teachers, who
try to secure discipline by methods used
in the army are doomed to failure and
may not sscure any valuable result.

According to the Oxford Dictionary
“to discipline” is to bring under control,
to train to obedience. These two words
‘control’ and ‘obedience’ are significant,
for they are precisely the two thinge
which the army type of discipline does
not develop. A class keeps perfect order
and carries out the teacher’s commands,
simply because of fear of punishment.
When a visitor comes to the class, he
may exclaim that the class is in perfect
erder. It will certainly appear on the
surface, that the discipline is good. The
classroom, however is not the place to
yudge. Discipline is best judged outside
elassroam, The visitor had commental
on ths parfect obedience of the child-

ren. Bat is it really obedience ? Tsn't
it muech more likely to be prudence
that tha class is displaying for true ®disci-
pline is a matter of the development and
growth of self control. Self control is
just the quality which is ot developed
by fear of punishment. A teacher’s duty
is not to frighten his pupils into doing
what he tells them, but it is to halp
them, te understand when and why
obedience is necessary and willingly to
consent to cartry out orders which they
understand.

In developing discipline in the above
manner our Coliege is a gaod exampla,
By giving a great deal of freedom to
students, eur College develops self-control
in them. In the development of true
discipline; games are 3 very valuable. In
playing a game, students want to win the
game, and he knows that if he breal
a rule, he will give an advantage to
opponents. So, they learn self discipline,
Thus, in apny schaol, which aims at
training true discipline, games should
have a very definite place in the curri-
culum,

Anyone can easily judge the quality
of our eolleges’ discipline by the actvities
in and out of schoel, and also by the
pattern of life of our old students.

42 NAVARATNAM SELVAKUMAR
Grada 12 Special Biglogy



Telivision and Violence

Telivision is one of the mass medias
of communpication. It is called “the win-
dow on the world” sp it should deal
with geality and in the world there is
much violence in various forms. If T.V.
is to reflect and interpret life ignoring its
violent aspects, it would be unrealistic
and untrue. So telivision bas to show
wviolence but showing viglence on 7T. V.
has its goad and bad aspects too. First
of all let us take some of the good
aspeects.

Showing viclence on T. V. is one of
the most important ways of entertaining
the viewers. The audience who come
after a weary day would like to see fast
moving shows as ''Starsky and Hutch ',
rather than a viclin p-ogramme or other
such programmes, * When frustration
occurs te businness minded people
it can be overcome by these shows™’ says
a psychologist. Anpother peint is that
thess programmes cost very little money
to the Government whes compared to
the expense iocurred in importing
programmes  like  the Shakespearean
dramas. Any way many won't enjoy the
Shalkespearean dramas becauss they have
to master the language first. “Wkereas
these programmes can be viewed by any-
one who doesa’t understand 2 word of
Enpglish. This is wby the Governmeng
imports these cheap programmes that
are shown on television.

T. V. viclence has Ilittle immediate
effect on stabilized adults, althouph they
may be momentarily shocked. They have
sufficient experience to cushion their shock.
But the small children who are built up
by their environment get more and more at-
tracted to these films and are deeply
corrupted by them.

Viglent bebavior might be shown by
small children by watchisg them on
T. V., they would very much like to
imitate their favourite film stars op T. V.
#nd when they gather together, there is
a possibility of imitating their bero, using
sticks and plastic guns.

The fright a child gets when he sees
a8 murder or seme such ipecident is likely
to produee a traumatic effect, which will
rest.cin-nervousness and physical fatigue
night mares and sleeplesness. And this
is sure to affect their studies. '

In many of the series they show,
they make it a point to show that vio-
lence can solve many problems, So the
unstabilized child might think that vio-
lence can solve many of his problems.

And Iast of all the children in Sri
Laoka are taught to follow their elders.
So when' some situatiens similar to those
on T.V. take place in their hves, they
may react like their hero.

It may be said that viclence im so-
ciety is not caused by T. V. programmes
but by socic-economic factors. But this
leaves a lasting impression oo our, future
generation, because children don’t know
the difference between goed and bad.

So Sri Lapka T, V. stations should
not rely on these foreigm programmes.
It must try to reflect, the ethos.of our
country, by providing more and more
films, based on our heritage and cultore.
Sri Lanka can add one or two more
channels along with the Rupavahini ser-
vice. There will be a possibility for
viewers to skip watching voilence on
T. V. and instead watch some sducational
programmes.

Another important thing is that the
viewers specidlly parents should encourage
their c¢hildren to spend their time on

some other work when violence is om

T V.

PUNCHARINI GUNASHNI VISVALINGAM
{ Grade XI Artg)
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Life is a Struggle

“From cradle to grave life is a strug-
gle” says &  poet with perfsct truth,
The one important feature that underlias
all existence on earth is this continoous
struggle.

The curse of struggle has not enly
come upon human beings but eveh ow
the entire non human world, Great
struggle goes on  between the tiny
seed and the bard soil. When the seeding
comes out, there occurs another struggle
with the wind the rain, with men and
animals. The animal world undergoes
the same struggle, A tiny bird faces many
obstacles before it reaches maturity. The
survival of the fittest is the law of
pature and only these who are able to
put on with this struggle can survive,

Man's struggle begins from the time
he is born. First he has to face the
forces of pature. And mother nature sends
drought and flood, cold and beat
famine and desease etc, From infaney
man bas to face these. And as he grows
older he has to struggle with himself.
Every man has his own problems. One
has to sonquer greed, avarice, anger and
jealousy to bs suecesaful in life,

Man being a social being must adjust
himself to the social environment. which is
not always favourable to cne's success,
Man is compelled to fight against his

prejudice, superstition and harmful rites
and casioms,

Man bas a political existance tog
Therefore he has tg struggle for political
rights and privileges, In the meodern
world, there are many reasens for the fast
progress in politics. But politieal freedom
without economic well being is alselutely
useless. There is mere food and clothing
in the world teday than thers was ever
before, yet more pedoplé gre starving and
dying of hunger and poverty

 But the struggle of man is not confined
to the social, political and economic fields
only, 1t is also seen in man’s search for
truth  and religion, The physical and
mental fzculties must he trained to gain
success In this fields toq, The greatest
teacher Jesus Christ, did really face this
problem and was successful in the end.

Thus we see that all through life
there is a struggle going on. The
straggle arises mostly because of one’s
desire to be ahead of the othes, There
i$ in man an eiemanlt of discontent
which cap never be satisfied, There fore
as long as disconten: Temains is man, the
essence of life will be gne of ‘struggle®

"Man’s feeble race what ills await,
Lebour and penury, the rocks of pain,
Disease. and SOIToOwW’s weeping train,
And Death sad refuge from the
storms of fate

CHRISTERINE Praraspn: VISVALINGAM
Grade XII Arts
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Politics and Schools

It is unfortunate the way politics has
invaded schools sinee 1956 when Sinhala
yeplaced Eaglish as the offical language
of the country. Politicians of all shades
sought the assistance of the student po-
pulation to achieve their own ends, The
result today is the educational mess and
the poor quality of the students pro-
duced.

It was rarely educationalists and
heads of schoels and teachers voiced
protests at changes that were being made
with every change of government in the
name of education, Text books and cur
ricalum have been too eften changed with
aut the necessary ground work. Histo-
rical facts and truths about the country
the culture and the communities have
heen distorted to serve only chauvinistic
interests.

Ounta syStem standardisation in the
gelection of students to the Universities
have created frustration among the stu-
dent population, DBecause merit has been
gacrificed in the mname of equality of
educational opportunity. Consequently the
bepefits of free education are squandered

to -satisfy political opportunists. The
studsnt unrest is like a volcano and is
thraatining to srupt any moment. '

Today the sducational system has
lost its standards and wvalues of yester-
day. The student population is simmer-
ing with discontent, with frequent breaks
i~ Stndies caused by extraenous agita-
tion. The unfortunmatz happenings in
Colombo and in the schools in the south
last month, seem ominous. Ihe writing
on the wall is -clear,

Before things get out of control it
is high time, our so cailed leaders espe-
cially of the political parties as well as
parents realize the gravity of the sifua-
tion and do their best to sst the house
in order and prevent a possible wastage
of human potential. The moment educa-
tion is made a meaningful sxperience to
the students and admission to the Uni-
versity is made on the besis of perfor-
mance at tne Final Examipation .and
when politicians refuse to make student
pawns in the political games, Sri Lanka
can blossom out into a real five star
democracy.

KrisHaNDAN P. SPENCER
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* OQur Captain

Sports

Cricket :

The following represented the Collegs
Cricket Team: M. Paramalingem ( Cap-
fain) R. Ratsarajah ( Viee-Captain) G ],
Gunaratnam, G. J. Jesurajah, G. J. Guos
thilagan, M. Balachandran, J. Ranjan,
V. Selvaratnam, D. Balashankar, S.
Augustine, N. Suthaharan, N. Premaraj,
I. Aron and G. Ragavan. Of the seven
matches we played we won
drew thes rest,

Vs: HarTLEY CoLLEGE

The match was played on cur grounds
bul was abandoned in the afternoon dus
i heavy rains. We batted first and were
all out for 35 runs. Hartley declared at
75 runs for 5 wickets V. Selvaratnam
toock 3 wickets for 19 runs. In our
second knock we scored 3 runs without
loss amd the match ended in a draw.

Vs: JareNa HINDU COLLEGE

The match with Jafloa
played afrer a lapse of five
was _played on
Hindu

Hindu was
years and
their grounds. Jafing
batted first scorivg 217 ruos.
M. Paramaliogam bowled
well to capture 4 wickets for 34 runs.
In our first inpings we were able to
score only 113 runs. D. Balashankar and
R. Retnarajah scored 27 and 23 runs res-
pectively,

In our second Innings we fared better
gcoring 145 runos for the loss of 6 wickets,
G. J. Gunaratnam and R. Ratparajsh
scored 41 and 67 runs respectively. Thus
the match ended in a draw.

Vs: MAHaJANA COLLEGE

"The match was played at Mahajana
College grounds. In our first innings, we
scored 125 runs. G. ], Guoaratnam, R.
Ratoarajabh and V. Sutbaharan scored 25.

one cdnt

Review

48 and 21 rums respectively, “In renly
Mahajana scored 107 runs. D, Balashankar
and M. Paramalingam took 5 wickets
for 31 runs and 4 wickets for 36 ruus
respectively,  We were 28 runs for the
logs of ome wicket when the match snded.
The match ended in a draw.

Vs: Maxipay HiNDU COLLEGE

Manipay Hindu, in its first innings
“scored 52 runs  Our skipper M. Parama-
lingam captured 7 wickets for 21 runs
In our first innings we scored 189 runs
for 5 wicksts. G. ]. Guparatnam, -R.
Ratnarajah and 1, Balashankar scored
25, 50 and 67 runs respectively, In
their second innings Manipay Hindn
scored 101 runs. M. Paramalingam took
3 wicket for 29 runs. We won the match
by an innings and 36 runs.

Vs: ST. JouNnN's COLLEGE

The match was played on our grounds,
Batting first, we scored only 86 rune.

St. John's replied with 149 runs. M.
Pgramalingam, V. Selvaratnam and D.
Balashankar captured 2 wickets for 67

runs, 3 wickets for 37 rung and 2 wicksts
for 25 runs respectively, In our secoad
innings, we scored 105 runs for 5 wickets
J. Ranjan and R. Ratnarajah scored 28
and 20 runs respectively. The match
ended in a draw.

Vs: JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE

The match was played on our
grounds. The Centralites scored 242 runs
for 6 wickets in their first innings.
D. Balashanker bagged 3 wickets for 27
runs. We were able to score only 87 runs in
our first innings, V. Selvaratnam scored 19
runs In our second innings we scorsd
93 rums for eight wickets, J. Ranjan
scored 35 runs. The match ended in a
draw.
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Vs: 8T, PATRICK's COLLEGE
The 66th " Battle of the Golds”
encountar took place on our grounds.

St. Patrick's im itz firet ioninge scored
139 rups for seven wickets. M. Parama-
lingam and N. Suthaharao captured 4
wicket for 72 runs and 2 wickets for 20
ruas respectively, We replied with 140
rans. N, Suthaharan, R. Ratnarajah and
V. Salvaratoam scored 48 22 and 25%;
runs respectively. = In its secono-innbigs —
St. Patrick's then scored R22 runs for one
wicket and then put us in to bat. At close
of pay, we had scored 8 ruos for 3
wickets and the match ended ina draw.

N. Suthaharan won the " Maa of
the Match' and "Best Batsman” Awards
g1d M. Paramalingam the Best All
Rounders Award. R. Ratnarajah did not
allow any byes in this match,

The Under L7 and Under 15 Cricket
Teams participated in the Cricket tourna-
ment organized by the Jaffaa Schools
Cricket Association.

The Under 17 Cricket Team cap-
tained by 5. Augustine played four mat-
ches, of which it won two and lost two.

Vs: Kokavil Hinda College—Won
Vs: Jaffna Hindu Callege—Won

Vs: St John's College—I.0st

Vs: Jaffna Central College—IL.ost

The Under 15 Cricket Team was
captained by N. Nithiyarajan, The team
played well upto the semi-final stage.
It played four matches winning two,
losing one and the other was a no decision
maftch,

Vs: Mahajana Callege — No decision
Ve: Kakuvil Hindu College—Won
¥s: St. John's College—Won i
Vs: Jaffna Hiadu College—TLost

" G. J. Jesurajah

Athletics :

Our Annual Inter-Heuse Athletic
Meet was held en July 7th with Mr, &
Mrs. Anatharetchakan as Chief Guests.
Hastings House annexed ihe Inter-Houses
Championship.

The following records were get up at
the Meet:

A, Marins Vathany
“{Senior ‘Girls)

400 Metres

100 Metres.
— 3000 Metres-
( Senior Boys)
R. Rajakumar:

(Under 17/

R. Sothilingam : {200 Metres

200 Mires

{Under 16 100 Metres Hardles
R. Pretheepan : T.oogJup

(Under 16) Discus
J. Shyansundaran — 200 Metres

{ Under 14)

The followisg were Individual Cham-
pions. :

G. ]. Guparatnam

T (Hastings)
Post Seniors : M Pacanaiiopss
(Hastings)
Seniors® G.J. Jesurajah (Abraham)
Under 17: R. Rajkumar (Hitchcook)
Under 16: R. Pretheapan (Hastings)
Under 14: J.Shyansundaran (Brown)
Under 13: R. Rachagan (Hastings)
UUnder 12: R. Charles (Hitchcook)
Senior Girls: A. Marina Vathany
(Hastings)
Intermediate Girls: V. Malini {(Abraham)
Under 14 Giris; K. Naveena (Abrabam}
Under 13 Girls: R, Rajani (Hastings/

The College Hockey Team Consisted

of the following:— R. Ratnarajah (Cap-
tin), G J. Gunaratoam V. Cagtain},
B. Ganesan, K. Sivathas, ]. Ranjan,

J. Aron, Balachandran, M. Balendram.
M. Paramalingam, G. J. Jesurajah.
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