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A tribute to my Favourite Student Sivaji

How shocking was the summons of Death served om our
dear late Sivaji - the third cbild in the family of seven. Mr. Sivaji
hails from an illustrious, respectable and disciplined family of
Pannagam. His father Mr. Cnanachandramoorthy a retired teac-
her of English, and mother Kanmaniammah dotted & Jot on
their children and brought them up in education and social life
Their house beiag situated pear their ‘Amman Kovil® the family
was very religious and God fearing 100,

How many hopes and fears, how many ardent wisheg
and apprehensions are twisted together in the threads that connect
the parent with the child To them Sivaji‘s untimely call would
be a rude shock. Time wiil heal it little by little.

At Government Victoria College, Chulipuram, I served
as teacher of Bnglish for sixteen years and durlng this period
it was my privilege to be the teacher of English for three girls
and a boy from this family and I enjoyed my teaching to them
and I felt that their [, Q was nigher than that of the average
children. Their father being a teacher of Erglish himself wag
very keen in their studies and helped teem with their home - work.

The eldest dauwghter Dr. Bavani Chamdrakumar was in
my Englsh class for three consccutive years and passed her
ordinary level with several distinctiors Epgiish being one. She
ciaercd ths medical college from Victoria College and showed
ber colours in all her exams there and after her M. 8, degree
won a Scholarship to London to 40 her MRCOG. She married
an  Accountant and is blessed with a daughter now. It was
Dr- Bhavani who opened the path and set the example for the
other sisters and brothers who fellowed snit.

The second brother Sinniah was for a short while at
Victetia and then joined Jaffna Hindu college. He sat his
Ordinary Level and Advanced Level from there and entered
University of Peredeniya and passed out as an Engineer He was
offered a Schelarship aod ai the moment working asan Enginesr
n America,



Then comes the decesed Mr. Sival/i. He wes throughouy
at Govt. Victoria College and entered the University of Moratuwa
and passed his N.D.T. — worked in Colembo for some time
as an Engineer and thereafter due to the political tension he
migrated to Canada and was working there as an Enpgineer for
nearly five years antil the dreadful disease meningitis lay Its
hand upon him. He fell into a coma and passed away to the
Heavenly Father’s Marsion ou the 15th of April 1998 in
Canada.

Mr. Sivaji had s goed heart and a balanced mind. In
character, in manners, in style, in all things the supreme
excellence is simplicity, Mr, Sivaji was of that calibre. He was
simple, humble, honest, obedient. frank and straightforward.

He was always smiling and humorous. Even now I
remember him as the whining school boy and shining morning
face when he was taken to the Primary Department there.

Dr. Gandhiji, his younger brother wss a product of
Jaffna Hindu College and he gualified as a Doctor from the
Peradeniya University and prectising in Colombo.

Malini, another sister studied at Vembadi and after
passing her Advanced Level started werking in a Bank and mow
she is married and settled is Canada., Bhamini is doing C. 1.
M: A. in Colombo The youngest sister Vathani is in the
Medical Faculty in one of the Universities in Russia.

To such an educated femily Sivaji was graciously loaned
for & short time by the Heavenly Father. Now the loan period
is over and he has claimed him back to serve him in the
Eternal World.

“Let my student Sivaji’s soul rest in peaee.’’

‘Teacher,
Mrs A Sellathurai
2C/50, Mattegoda Housing Scheme, Rtd. teacher

Pulgosawitta, J/Chulipuram Viecteria College
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