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Fond memories of my beloved Appammah

The unexpected demise of my beloved Appammah worried me a lot. I re zollect
my memories of meeting her last in Colombo about a month ago. I talked with
her about my past child hood memories for a long time and enjoyed with her. As
I had finished my vacation I went to India to continue my higher studies. I was
not able to meet her after that.

1 have been admiring her great qualities and the love and affection that she had
shown to me. As my past memories of her unfolded itself before me her image,
seated in a low chair always fully immersed in reading religious books, loomed
fresh in my mind.

I recall the days I sper{ with her listening to Mahabharatha stories. On one
occasion I questioned about 101 brothers in a family headed by Duriothana,
which description appears unreal in life we see in this world. She explained the
underlying facts in the teachings in Bagavad Geetha. One hundred and one
brothers represent 101 evil qualities and Pancha Pandavar are five senses. Lord
Krishna helped the use of five senses to realize Truth and Love and to destroy
and annihilate evil from this world. If it was not for appammah I would have very
little knowledge of our religion - Hinduism.

Every moment I speni with her hadbeen a rich experience to learn the values
and morals, which would help me to be a dignified person like her. Whenever I
spoke to her she always wanted to know how I am, and what I needed and gave
me much more than what 1 wanted.

I can tell frankly that she always remained as a pillar of strength to the whole
family. I always admiref her efficiency and capabilities of managing the whole
family until the last day.

God has gently stretched his arms and embraced her without much suffering.
Even though she has parted from me physically I feel that she is still alive and

around me.

May her pure soul rest in peace.

T. Thileepan
Grand Son

X 1%
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p[%) Cherished Memories of Ammamma (5']

Only if we had a time machine, we would have rewinded it and gone
to the past to live a life with our Ammu (Ammamma), than living each and
every second double checking our clock to see whether it has really stopped
working.Our Ammu was a lady with dignity and pride-qualities which she
might have inherited from her family roots. We could always hear the authority
i i . and, i
in her voice - no doubt she acted as a patroness of a big, united family. Today
we hear the silent voices, “eel the broken hearts and see the fallen faces of all
our relatives living here and abroad, while attending her funeral and via
telephone - not knowing how they are going to fill the vaccum, this great lady
has created in our lives.

Our life with Ammu may be quite short comparing with others but the
memories we have are too long for us to write. If we call us as humans with
some good qualities then we have to thank our Ammu for instilling them in us.
Not only she wanted us to be good but also she explained the rationale of
bei4 good by citing examples fr-m epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata
and various other moral stories. We often had friendly debates with our Ammu
about politic=" | tradition, beliefs etc. She always had a story - areal life incident
of hers or some others, to put forward as proofs to the points she made.

If - he was not really cooking those stories like she cooked our lunch
and dinner, she was a good debater indeed! We remember those days when
she took us to the elocution class. Whenever she lost pace and lagged behind
us she started telling us her own memories of being a small girl playing with
her little brothers and winning them in racesin the beautiful mountains of the
hill country where her father workedﬁsoﬁe time.

She also told us lo*: and lots of stories about her own village
‘Sandilipay’ in Jaffna and about the big house she and her family lived for
more than 6 decades. We always admired her ability of story telling as she took
us on a virtual tour across the fields and farms of that blessed land whenever
she started telling the stories. Today she is no more with us. Some take their
memories with them as they die. Others let their memories live in many hearts
even after they die. Our Ammu is one of them It is the symbol of her greatness.
We are prepared to live a life in the path she had shown - us with her memories
close to our hearts.

""May her soul rest in peace. "'

With lots of Love,
53 S. Sugirthan , S. Thiripura, S. Maathury g~
X (2]
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