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Dry Rations: Many amongst the recently displaced
we spoke to had yet to get back on the ration list and,
given the difficulties in finding employment, are
dependent on the goodwill of family and other members
of their communities, The delay seems to be
administrative, Jargely due to the notification system
where IDPs who have resettled have to be registered with
the respective Distict Secretariat in the area of
resettlement and receive dry rations in that area. [fthere is
displacement, including sudden movement, several
weeks are needed to proces the displacement with IDPs
having to re-register in the new area, ensuring that-their
names are removed from the list in the area of
resettlement. The District secretary Mr H. M. Herath
admitted that there have been delays in providing dry
rations to the recently displaced due to administrative
reasons where the displacement has to be verified. The
revant authorities need to take into consideration the new
wave of displacement and the hardships caused by the
rising hostilities and revise administrative measures
accordingly. Further, all effort needs to be taken to ensure
that dry rations are provided speedily by all key actors
such as NGOs, INGOs and other agencies, even asa stop-
gap measure,

The organizations and the communities we spoke to
all complained of problems in the ration system. These
include delays in receiving dry rations being
substandard, insufficient quantities provided to families
that are based on a 1995 circular with no provisions for
price inflation regulations, as well as inefficiency in
distribution and corruption. Among the IDps who were
displaced in Puttalam ir the 1990s, there is a large
proportion who are dependent on the rations as they are
unable to find viable or secure Livelihoods. Some of the
problems may be localized to particular camps, others
common to Puttalam at large, but given that these
complaints were made by a number of actors they seem to
be problems shared by asignifiannt proportion of the
population.

One of key practical difficulties reported to us was
delays in obtaining dry rations. we were told of
instances where some IDPs had to deal with a six month
delays. In some of these cases of the six month delays,
IDps. did not receive full areas and were only provided
with dry rations for three months giving rooms for
misappropriation of these monthly rations. IDPs also
complained of difficulties in obtaining rations having
to stay the entire day to receive dry rations and having to
beg thie staff working at the cooperatives to provide them

-

with dry rations which is their legal entitlement. Another
was shortages. When IDps went to clain their rations the

. cooperatives claimed they had run out of supplies and

would not be distributing supplies, forcing the IDPs to
make a costly second trip. This problem is cokpounded
by the fact the IDps to make a costly second trip. This
problems is compounded by the fact that the cooperative
for a welfare camp or relocation village mey be some
distance away. We were informed that there were IDPs
who had to tra\:el up to 4km to obtain dry rations.

The poor quality of the food was raised several
times, where the displaced claimed the dry rations were
not suitable for consumption. The Puttalam District
Secretary admitted that there were problems in relation to
checking the quality of dry rations mainly due to the time
factor and lack of trained staff. There were also no
specific regulations on distributing dry rations with no
specific dates given for the distribution.

The asymmetic power relations between the IDps,
the Cooperative Managers, and the Grama Sevakas
create a situation where the IDPs are afraid to challenge
these individuals and demand their entitlements. It was
reported that IDPs did not question authorities on the
quality of food but merely took whatever was offered,
There were also reports of IDps being teated shabbily by
the staff at the cooperative, the Grama Sevaka (GS) and
the Divisional Secretary/ Assistant. Further, we were
informed of cases where the manager of the cooperative
has sometimes retained a certain percentage of the dry
rations entitled to families. With regards to poor quality
of dry rations, we were informed that there have been
instances where cooperatives have promised to buy back
the poor quality rations but delayed in paying for the
rations and on occasion not paying at all. One
organization tols us that initially the displaced had
attempted to band together and voice their complaints,
but after several efforts had given up because they felt
they were not heard.

we were informed that there have been attempts at
reviewing and reforming the dry ration distribution
system. Currently the distribution points is the
cooperative. The cost of the rations is covered by the
Government through the District Secretary, but the
supplier and the person to operate the co-oparative is
selected through a tendering process. There has been a
move to introduce the call for tenders in relation to dry
ration which is the responsibility of the Commissioner
General in each district. Tenders are called by co-
operatives, the tender board comprising of cooperative
members with a representative of the District Secretary
being present as an observer, The problems and
discrepancies in this regard need to be considered by the
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authorities and measures introduced to address the
problems

the current dry ration quota needs to reviewed. The
current dry ration quota is'based on a circular formulated
in 1995. The present system is as follows-

Rs 1260 per month
Rs 1008 per month

Family of 5 members or more
Family of 4 members

Rs840 permonth
Rs616 permonth
Rs336 permonth

Family of 3 members
Family of 2 members
Family of | member

To the above values rations of basic items includinf
rice, sugar and dhal are provided. Efforts have been made
to improve the rations. The District Secretary for instance
spoke of his efforts at moving from a provision of 100%
rice to amixed items system. Over the years more
essential items have been added but within the same
ceiling. While acknowledging the difficulties and
problems faced by the .authourities in ensuring the
continues provision of dry rations, with the rising cost of
living the rations keep dwinding.

A revision of the circular regarding rations is overdue.

An additional problem we were told about was
related to Changes in the ration lists. IDPs who had
resettled in one area but were still receiving dry rations in
areas where they had originally registerd was one such
problem. Another issue raised was that new born children
are not taken into consideration and therefore the dry
ration quota does not change even with newadditions to
the family. Similarly, there were problems for newly
married couples in receiving dry rations, with many
facing delays. What is of interest is that when a person
died there was allegedly immediate action by the
authorities to remove the deceased from the list, but there
were long delays in adding new people to the list. We
were-also informed by sources that new born children are
entitled to receive milk power, but the GS had informed
IDPs in certain areas that providing milk power
entitlement was only to Samurdhi recients and not to
1DPs.

Comparisons were made between the situation
facing the displaced and Samurdhi recipients, We were
also informed of Samurdhi assistance provided to
residents in the area, some people feeling that the
Samurdhi assistance was better than what IDPs received.
Government officials informed that under the Samurdhi
scheme, the assistance comprised of 40% rice and 60%
other items. The scheme is as follows-

Family of 6 or more Rs 1000 per month

Family of 4/5 persons ~ Rs 600 per month
Fam;ly of 2 persons Rs 350 per month
Family of 2 persons Rs 350 per month
Family of | person Rs 250 per month

Compared to the dry rations received by IDPs, the
Samurdhi assistance seems quite low. Although this may
be the case, several reported that the Samurdhi Scheme
was better as people received assistance ona regular basis
with fewer discrepancies While needing to revise
assiatance provided to IDPs, it is also necessary to look at
the Samurdhi scheme and to ensure that there is equity
among all recipients.

On the road to Kalpitiya we passed a group of
thatched houses, home to some 40 Sinhala and Tamil
Families. Some of the Sinhala families were from the
adjoining village and others were displaced from
Batticaloa. They complained of the lack of water,
adequate shelter and livelihoods, as they were not
allowed to fish in the lagoon. While depending on
Samurdhi rations and the wages from daily labor, when
work was available, their situation clearly demonstrated
the problems that Puttalam District faces, host to both a
large displaced population and locals who fall below the
poverty line.

Discrepancies in the types of assiatance available to
various categories of people have been raised through, a
number of post- tsunami reports, in particular referring to
the importance of equity. Compsred to the assisatnce
being provided to tsunami affected persons, where a
tsunami affected individual receives Rs. 375 worth per

week, the assistance being provided to the conflict

affected is much less.

A. request was made by organizations working
with the displaced fora

conference to discuss the dry ration system.
They wanted the conference to

include Grama Sevakas, Cooperative Managers
and their assistants,

representatives of IDPs, including Camp
Officers, to be held under the

auspices of the District Secretary at the
Puttalam District Secretariat. The

issues highlighted above should form the
basis of the discussion in order to

devise ways of improving the current
situation to prevent delays and

additional problems in ration distribution;
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THE PLIGHT OF THE MUSLIM MINORITY OF

he Muslim minority of the North has also
been affected in the ethnic confict. bUt their
grievances are different from those of others.
This report identifies their grievances and explains the

basis for the fulfilment of the aspirations of this
community in the peace negotiations.

THE BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

The entire population of the Northern Province
(estimated at 75,000 people in 1990) of Sri Lanka was
foreibly chased away at gun point from their traditional
~ villages and towns during the latter part ofOctober 1990,
The LTTE, a Tamil militant group, was responsible for
this act of violence against the Muslims.

The mass expulsion of Muslims from the north was
carried out in the following manner. On 22 » October,
1990, quite unexpectedly, The LTTE announced over
loudspeakers in the streets of the Muslim settlements in
the Northen Province that the Muslims must leave there
homes, villages and town leaving all their valuables
behind or face death. The ultimatum was that Muslims
should leave this region with in 48 hours from the 22 « of
October, 1990. In Jaffna town, the time given was only
two hours,

This quite unexpected order was a shock to all the
Muslims who had always maintained excellent relation
ship with the Tamil Population in the North, The Muslims
Pleaded with the looted and cash, Jewelry and other
valuables were taken forceibly at gun point by the LTTE
cadres. The same thing happened to the commercial and
industrial establishments owned by Muslims,

The Muslims lost all hopes of preventhing their
. Porcible displacement. The LTTE cadres,in large
numbers, increase their pressure on the Muslims.
Therefore, in ordre to save there lives, the Muslims fled
from their homes in large numbers.

The displaced Muslims took refuge in Muslims
settlements in the adjoining districts of the Northern
Province - Putlam, Anuradapura and Kurunegala. One
hundred and thirty three refugee camps in the above three
districts accommodated nearly 69, 000 refugees.

More than fifteen years have passed since the forcible
expulsion of the Muslims from their original places. The
refugees undergo immense hardships in the camps. This
refugee problem has been ignored so far. The problem of
the forcibly expelled Muslims m inority has been equated
with those “Internally displaced” and they have been
treated accordingly.

THE NORTHERN PROVINCE

THE IMPACTOFTHE FORCIBLE EXPULSION

The forcible expulsion has created a number of socio-
economic, political and psychological problems for this
minority group. Their wealth was robbed before their
expulsion. On arrival in the safe areas, they were logged
in temporary buildings and later put in “welfare centers:.
These welfare centers were over-crowded and located in
extremely unhealthy environments. The limited dry
ration assistance and NGO’s activities were used to
“manage” the refugee crisis.

The people who were affected by the involuntary
mass expulsion were considered as no more than a
“displaced population” in this country. Yet no attempt has
even made to access the gradual deterioration of health,
education, discipline and culture ofthis community in the
refugeee camp. In fact, it is already evident that there has
been a gradual decline of the physical and moral qualities
of this community.

This community has been a victim of increasing
ethnic violence. This refugee problem was not given
prominence at the national and international level
because this community was numerical ly insignificant to
make a political impact. In the same way, their problems
have noteven been taken up in the peace negotiation

THE PRIORITIZED PROBLEMS OF THE
EXPELLED MUSLIMS

In fact, the refugee problem of this community is a
political problem. The LTTE which is fighting for a
separate state in the Northern and Eastern Province is
directly responsible for their forced expulsion. A political
solution has to be found for their return to their original
places in the North. The re-settlement of the community
in the north should, therefore, be given priority. Once
they are re-settled, the security and constitutional
protections have to be worked out.

THE PLIGHT OF THE MUSLIM MINORITY OF
THE NORTHERN PROVINCE

The Muslim Minority of the North has also been
affected in the ethnic conflict. But their grievances are
different from those of others. This report identifies their
grievances and explains the basis for the Fulfillment of
the aspirations of this community in the peace
negotiations

THE BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

The entire population of the Northern Province
(estimated at 75, 000 people in 1990) of Sri Lanka was
forcibly chased away at gun point from their traditional
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_ villages and towns during the latter part of October 1 990.
The TTTR, LTTE a Tamil militant group, was
responsible for thisact of violence against the Muslims.

The Muslims lost all hopes of preventing their
forcible displacement. The LTTE cadres, in large
numbers, increase their pressure on the Muslims.
Therefore, in order to save there lives, the Muslims fled
from their homes in large numbers.

The displaced Muslims took refuge in Muslims
settlements in the adjoining districts of the Northern
“ Province - Putlam, Anuradapura and Kurunegala.One
hundred and thiry three refugee camps in the above three
district accommodated nearly 69, 000 regudees.

More than fifteen years have passed since the forcible
expulsion of the Muslims from their original places. The
refugees undergo immense hardships in the camps. This
refugee problem has been ignored so far. The problems of
the forcibly expelled Muslims minority has been equated
with ‘those “Internally displaced” and they have been
treated accordingly

THE IMPACT OF THE FORCIBLE EXPULSION

The forcible expulsion has created a number of socio-
economic, political and psychological problems for this
minority group. Yheir wealth was robbed before their
expulsion. One arrival in the safe areas, they were logged
in temporary building and later put in *“welfare centers”
These welfare centers were over-crowded and located in
extremely unhealthy envirnoments. The limited dry
ration assistance and NGO’s activities were used to
“manage” the refugee crisis.

The people who were affected by the involuntary
mass expulsion were consided as no more than a
“displaced population” in this country. yet no attempt has
even made to access the' gradual, In fact, it is already
evident that has been a gradual decline of the physical
and moral qualities of this community.

The community has been victim of increasing ethnic
violence, This refugee problem was not given
prominence at the national and international level
because this community was numerically insignificant
to make a political impact. In the same way, their
problems have not even been taken up in the peace
negotiations.

THE PRIORITIZED PROBLEMS OF THE
EXPELLED MUSLIMS

In fact, the refugee problem of this community is a
political problem. The LTTE which is fighting for a
separate state in the Northern and Easten province is
directly responsible for their froced expulsion . The re-
settlement of the community in the north should,
therefore, be given prority Once they are re-settlement of
the secrity and constitutional protections have to be
worked out. ' :
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Puttalam Branch:

PEOPLE'S SECRETARIAT

No. 07, Thirty Housing Scheme Street, Thillayadi, Puttalam.
Tel/Fax: 0322269339, E-mail: ps@dynaweb.lk.
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