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175 Years of Service

The Americait Missionaries arrived in Jaffpa
and founded the Batticotta Seminary in 1823,
 Here thev provided English Education at five
important Mission Stations of which Tellipallai
was one. Rev, Daniel Poor the missionary was
the first principal of the school.

The history of the college proper commences in
1872, In 1881 Kev. E. P. Hasting was the principal
of Jaffra College. Then Rev, Howland became
the principal.

~ The first thirty six years were of the Silent
SH 8" — Rev. E. P, Hastings and Rev. Howland,
then the busy “Bs". All these have made their
speczaj contrihuu;m —~ the Hastings regime of
_Msulaﬂ&mn and"g‘g@dtur, the Howland regime
of diffusion andexpapsion, the Hitchcock regime

n?:d cas%;dmatlon and the Biown
chappges (Rev. “’Glles G. Brown,) With

era of

‘Rev. John Bicknell 1011- 1936 sparted the Bicknell

era of twenty five yedfs “The golden era™. During
this era there - as apermd of dynamic, intensive
expansion ‘and development Rev, Sydney Bunker’s
regime fo]loweé from 1937—1947.

- The B:ek'nell period in addition to being

one of expansion is also one of several important
innovations. With his taking over
of the woollege, Mr. Bicknell threw himself
-~ enthusiastically and seriously into a big programme
~ of building extension.

What-ever he touched with his magic
wand, shot up into an attractive and useful
building, teachers = houses, rows of new Class
rooms, new dormitories, new sanitary block
and the Ottley Hall remodelled. The Ottley
Hall was named after Sir Richard Otiley, Puisne

" Justice of Ceylon from 1819 to 1827 the remodels~

led Hall was opencd on August 2nd 1930 foll-
OWed by electric mstallatmn on 14th October 1933,

It would bs of some
readers to learn that the cost

interest to ous
of remodelling

- of Rs 50;[}00/: _ was met

. Giving, which was one

: h:gher classes. : - =

the charge

: 0 S principally by a
donation of Rs 10, 000/~ from the then Ceylon
Gover_nment. The .Rs 6000/= from theold Boys
and another gift from America. The building
was opened by Mr. J. D. Brown the then
Government Agent of the Northeérn Province.

The expanding institution demanded the
replacement of the Kerosine lamps and gas
lights by modern electric lights. Mr. Bicknell
Iustalled electricity and the electric installation
was declared open in 1933 by the Assistant
Government Agent Mr. A. J. Willkingon The
fupction was combined with the Annual Prize
of the grandest prize
givings within living wemory because of the
presence of that very popular speaker and
brilliant scholar and thinker Mr. K. P, S. Menon. . =
Rev. Bicknell words then werei— '
*To educate as many as Wwe Can.
To educate as well as we can.
To educate as broadly as we can

To educate as high as we-can:'" -

: The beginnigs of co-education was H
in 1925 when Lily Chelliah (Mrs. D.
Gunasegaram) a daughter of Mr. J. V. Chellial
joined the Inter Arts class, ,

In 1922 Tamil was introduced mnto the

=

~ In 1923 Mr. ). V. Chelliah had the “distinct- E_3
fon of being the first national to be clovated =
to the post of vice-principal when, Mr. Bicknell =
went away on furlough from 1923-1925 Rev.*
M. H. Harrison functioned as Acting principal.
Again in 1936 when sudden death snatched -

‘away Mr. Bicknell from our midst. Dr. Harrison

acted as priocipal.

-

The period saw almost phenomenal develop-
ment in various fields like sports. Literary and
Dramatic activities, the Y. M, C: A. and the
library. In 1924 Mr. K. Selliah was appointed
as a full tlme librarlan _

~ The young idea was Started in 1924, In
1935 the Round Table was rsorganized.
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The Bunker regime - 1937-1947. On language was an asset to him as a teacher
November lIst 1937. Rev.-S. K. Bunker became and Principal, He Served as an ambassador
principal. In 1938 Mr. K. A. Selliah was of Christian-FTamil Community of Jaffna from

appointed vice principal. When Mr. Bunker was
on furlough from June 1944 to January 1946
Mr. Selliah was the acting principal.

In July 1947 important Changes had been
effected in the administration because of the
addition of degree Classes and the coasequent
development of the collegiate department. Mr.
Bunker became the first president of the coliege,

and Mr. K. A. Selliah the fust national
principal.
The building programme, commenced

during the previous period had to be readjusted
owing to changing conditions, The priacipal’s
Bungalow was completed in 1938, Another
urgent nced was the water system, which was
opened by Mr. R. A. M. Thuraiappah Executive
Engin-er N. P. an old boy of Jaffoa College
on the Alumni Day the 17th Septeraber 1938.

The same year sawv the acquisition of
e Euast field for the purpose of Satisfying the
urgent demand for a larger space for games.
The East field was declared open and Christened
“The Bicknell Field”® by Miss. L. G. Bookwalter
on the 28th of January 1939. In the same year
the mew Administration Block was declared open
by Mr. J V. Chelliah on 26th September.

Mr. K. A. Selliah joined the staff in 1925,
was vice principal from 1938-1947 and principal
from 1947 till his retirement in 1966. Dr. Walter
Bicknell son of Bickoell and daughter in-law
were here from January to March 1983.

After the rctirement of Mr. K. A. Selliah.
Mr. § V. Balasingham was
principal. He was a man of great intellectual
- gifis and promise. Due to his untimely death
the mantie of leadership fell on Mr. A,
Kadirgamar. Though. young, he fitted < himself in
at the helm of affairs. He performed all his
duties with courage, wisdom, vision and

diplomacy. His interest at Jaffoa Coliege was

a 24 hour interest. His mastery of the English

appointed as

1968-1988.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebangsan was
appointed Co-Vice principal from 1986-198%
the other being Mr. W. D Kulatungam, Seiving
under one of the mostillagtrious Principals in
Jaffna—Rajan Kadirgamar. In 1988, Dy, Jebanssan
took over the principalship from his Gira and
ably steered the affairs of Jaffna College from
1988-1993. Then Rev. Jebanesan accepted the
call of higher service and was ordained a Priest
of the Jaffna Diocese of the church of South
India. When the 2nd Bishop-of the Diocese,
the Rt. Rev D. J. Ambalavanar retired, Rev,
Dr, 8. Jebanesan became the automatic Choice
to Shoulder this exalted office as the 3rd Bishop
of the Diocese on 30th May 1593 at SL
George's Cathedral Madras.

Bishop Jebanesan is a far sighted, deep
thinking and humble man of God.

On 9th October 1993 Mr. G. Rajanayagam

was installed as Principal by the Ri. Rev. Dr. |

S. Jebanesan, We wish him well.

On the 10th of October
shocked at the death of Rt. Rev. D, .
Ambalavanar who retired from the Bishopric
of the Jaffna Diocese of the church of South
Indiz on the 28th February 1993. He was the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Jaffna
College. He was a man of immense ablity and
energy, fireless industry inflexible
absofute honesty.

1997 we wers

remember with gratitude
the missionaries

We will always
the services rendered by
throvghout the years.

Edi:ar

0\

will, and
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{These notes cover the main evenis
from 1993 — 1997)

Board Changes:

We welcome the following members who
constifute the young ldea Editorial Board —
8. Sivaja (Editor), R. Meerangi and J. Jeyapriya

{assistant editors), Mas. R. Prashanthan,
M. Kirija, S. Arani, Y, Pradeepa, S. Ushanan-
dhinie, N. Paul Sathees, R. Rikesh, V. John

Niroshan, S. Abiramy and K. . Sugash.

Our New Bishop:

The young Idea extends its warmest wishes
to our present Bishop, the Rt. Rev, Dr. &
Jebanesan who was clected as the third Bishop
of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South
India. He had served the College for a period
an outstanding Scholar, as

4 vice - principal, and as principal. We thank

Him for his very valuable services rendered to

College. We wish him many years of devoted
service in the Lord’s vineyard.

Congratulations:

Though very late, we congratulate our Prin-
cipal on his appeintment in 1993. We also con-
gratulate the senjor vice-principal Miss S. P.
Gulasingam, the Junior Vice-principal Rev. A, A.
Paul, the Junior school Supervisor Mr. N. A.
Vimalandran and Mr. A. Jeyarajan the super-
visor of the Primary school. We wish them
years of dedicated service to college.

~ We also take this opportunity to wish all
the captains, vice captains and members of all
the sports teams, and all the students of the
college who won places at various competitions
at circuit and district levels. Our best wishes go
with them,

Welcome:

We extend a very warm welcome to our
teachers who joined college during this period ~
Mesars. M. Parthepan, J. Ariaratnam, M. Ram-

teacher,

April 1998

kumar, S. Ramesh, S, Sarathchandran, N. Sivan-.

arudchelvan, 8. Pradeepan, A. S. Dilan, Misses.
N. Amirthanathan, S. Mariyanayagam,
kala and S. Sathiyamoorthy.

Juhilarians:

The following members of our Staff complet-

ed 25 years of loyal service at College - Messrs,
G. Rajapayagam, N. Thatparanathan aod Mrs. J.
Ratnasabapathy. We wish them further years
of fruitful service at College.

Wedding Bells:

We extend our heartiest congratulations to the
newly wedded couples, namely Mr & Mrs. N.
Dayala, Mr & Mrs. R. P, Nesarajah, Mr & Mrs,
T. Kaneshamoorthy, Mr & Mrs. P, Thavamithran,
Mr & Mrs. N. V. Jeyakumar and very recently Mr
& Mrs B, Mohaokumar. We wish them many
years of happy and prosperous wedded dife,

Farewells:
The School Council accorded a very colourful

farewell function to Miss, S. S, Sclvadurai, Mrs -
N. Balasingam and Mr. T Nuhlaratnam : @

Miss S. S. Selvadurai retired after serving
the college for a period of 41 years, She was

the Head of the English and Western Music -

Department, She also served as the supervisor
of the primary and Junior secondary school at dif-
ferent periods. We are happy that she still con-
tinues to give us her valuable service as an
English teacher. We thank her for her devoted
service.

Mrs. N. Balagingham served the college for
a period of 29 years as an efficient Senior Science
and we are happy she too is rendering
her scrvices to College still and we thank her
for her devoted services.

M, T.Nithiaratnam was in service at Coilege
for a period of 18 years. He was mainly involved

in the sports activities of the college and was
~ a teacher of Physical Education.

He served as
the coach of Cricket, Soccer and athletic. We
thank him for his untiring efforts rendered to the
sports activities and we wish him many years
of happy retired life,

R. Sashi-

&

»

20

-
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The Student Council:

We are happy to note that the school councils
of the past years have carried out their duties
very efficiently, and the following were Presidents
duging this period (1993 — 97) Miss A, Brintha
Mas. S. Ajit, Mas. K. Varaprothan, Mas. S. Ki-
gaparan, Miss M. Sutharshara and now Mas, N,
Saravanapavan we thank them for their untiring
efforts in conducting the functions of the
college along with the other members of the
Schoo! Council, and also for helping the ad-
ministration in  Maintaining Student  discipline*

We MNourn;

Mr. S. Balachandran, fondly remembered as
“Bacha master’’ passed away daring the early
part of this period. He was an excellent teacher
of Mathematics and Physics. He retired in 1993
after serving-the colleze for_npearly 30 years: He
then served as the Director of Undergraduate
Department, Jaffna. We take this opportunitysto

-gonvey to the members of his family our heart-
felt sympathy. o

Welcoms:
Rev. A. A.Paul hag returned after having
been successful at the Th, M ( in Christian Edu-

"~ cation ) examination from the Princeton Theologi-

cal Seminary, U. S. A,

My. P. Thavamithran completed his Teachers’

~ Training course last year and has resumed work

at college.

Our heartiest congratulations to both of them
on obtaining their higher qualifications.

On Leave:
We are happy to note that the following mem-

bers of the staff are on study leave furthering

their qualifications in their respective fields of
study.

Mr. N. A Vimalendran is
Computer Education,

Mr, S. N. Man-imai'an is at the Teachers’
Training College,” Kopay, and Mr G. Nadarajah

- and the vice captain was Mas.
We played three matches, drew one and lost two.

away at Kfngs'
College, U. K, reading for a Masters degree in

is away at Arasaradi Theological Seminary fo
complete his B. D. Theological Examination.

We look forward to their return to college;
successfully completing their courses of study,

Scout Jamboree:

We congratulate Masters M. Sasitharan and
R. Kumaresh for being selected to altend the Sth
Scout Jamboree in Kandy. We wish them well
and we hope they will come back with rich
experience.

CS pm-fs &eﬂie Ty

Cricket:

(\’iﬂa

Schools Cricket tournament.
matches on the first-ianings points.

The under 15 cricket team captained by

Mas. 8. Sathees and the vice captain was Mas.
S. Nininthuruban, The team “participatéd in the

cricket tournament organised by the Jaffra Schoels

cricket tournament,

Soccer:

QOur soccer team Wwas captained by Mas N.
Sayanthan and the vice captain was Mas. T.
Ananthabalan. We played three matches, won
one, drew one and lost one

Our under 17 was captained by Mas, T. Puva-
nendran and the vice captain was Mas. R. Kugan,
Qur team played friendly matches, Won one. drew
one and lost one,

The under 15 was captained by Mas. S, Sathees
S. Ninintharuban.

The Annual Inter House Athletic meet was
held on 15th March 1997, It was held under the
distinguished patronage of Doctor Miss C. V.

Qur under 17 cricket team was captained
by Mas. S. Senthuran and the vice captain was
T. Hary Newton). The team participated in
the cricket tonrnament organised by the Jalfna
We lost all the
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Selliah, Principal of Uduvil Girl's College. The
meet as usual created a great deal of enthusiasm
and the competition was keen to the very end.

Brown house won the Inter house Champion-
ship. Tha relay shield 100 was won by Brown house.

The primary school Athletic meet was held
on 14th March 1997. It was held under the dis-
tinguished patronage of Miss. S. Selladurai, excel-
lent teacher of English. There was keen compet~
ition and Abraham House emerged Champion.

The Athletic team of the college participated
in the zonal meet.

Baskethall:

Our Basketball team was captined by Mas. A.
Sivaharan aad the vice captain was Mas 1.
Thayaparan. The team participated in the tourna-
ment sponsered by the Hatton National Bank.
We won one and lost two.

Our humble tribute to

Netbail:

Our Netball team was captained by Miss, K.
Suvanthini and the vice captain was Miss. M.
Nagananthini. The team participated in the Net-
ball tournament organised by the Educational
Department. We were Joint champions at the
koddam level.

The under 17 was captained by Miss S. Banu-
chandrica and vice captain was Miss. S, Jebani~
roshini. The team participated in the Netball
tournament. organised by the Education depart-
ment, We were Runners-up at the koddam level.
Tennis:

The Jaffna college students tennis club is
very active and a match was played with the
University of Jaffna. We played five matches,
of the three singles we won two, and of the
two doubles we won one,

By Sports Editor

THE LATE RT,REV.DR.D, J. AMBALAVANAR

affection
Bishop

With
we mourn the

‘much gratitude and
death of our dear

g——eeAmbalavanar. His Sudden passing away has

removed from our midst a great Theologian
and friend who had not only made much
gontribution to Christianity, but from whom
more was cxpected in his years of retirenent.
Unfortunately, death has intervened to make it
tmpossible.

Bishop Ambalavanar, as we picture him,
was anidol, who had so much of understanding
towards the poor people and he had a special
affection for the community of Jaffna College
and Vaddukoddai in general. He influenced
many people from his student days with his
excellent achievements in the academic field,
and later in sheltering the lost and the down
trodden, which resulted in establishing many
Homes for the children who have lost their
loved ones, their homes and the facilities of a
normal child. He taught them the value of
survival,

He had a very pleasant smiling face which
made him an amiable human person Wwho
touched all people arcund him with his Christian
radiance. He remained till the end a typical
Jaffoa man, self confident, a very calm leader
and a Courageous Theologian who always thought’
a head of his times. The Diocese of the Church

" remained till

of South India flourished under his guidance

and that made a lasting impression _xﬁn___;lg__;__eygseﬂ

of the world.

His perception of every issue, and the
way he presented his views lifted him to the
position of being the authority oan every sub-
ject. He always stood for the rights of “the
Tamils. His involvement at international madea
land mark for the Tamils. He raised many
issues of importance and emphasised the cry
for freedom. We, who are surviving this war
are forced by circumstances to live only for the
present, but Bishop Ambalavanar always looked
forward the morrow that will dawn with a
golden sun.

Our generation of youth in the
nineties were blessed with a dynamic leadership
found in him and we are called upon to follow
him. We remain ever grateful for that jabour
of love and faithful stewardship.

We are indeed happy that we are able to
dedicate this issue of the * Young Idea ” to
the memory of Bishop Ambalavanar, who
the end a scholar, a friend, a
father and above all a great leader of the
Tamil speaking people.

May his name remain an inspiration to
many generations of students at Jaffna College.

later



 months
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A FAMOUS WRITER OF MY CHOICE

Charles Dickens was a Famous writer. He
wrote his books about one hundred and fifty
years ago. Dickens was a great mnovel writer
and he tried, through his novels, to make people
aware of the Social evils of the day.

His full name was Charles John Huffam
Dickens. He was bora in Portsea on the 7th
February 1812. He was the second child 1n
his family. His father was John Dickens and
his mother was Elizabeth, nee Barrow. His
father was a minor clerk in the Navy pay office.

His father was not very rich, so he
borrowed from others and he could not repay
his debts, so he was put into the debtors’
prison. He was able to get- out of prison
when he got some timely legacy. This was his
rescue.

Dickens’ education was pothing much to
boast of.  His . family was poor and that was

““why he had to leave School very early.

When his father was in jail, he went to
work in a factory. It was a blacking factory
and Charles was paid six shillings for a week.
His work was sticking labels on pots of
paste-blacking He thought it was a miserble
work. So he worked there only for a few
and later left that job. [t was a
bitter experience for him.

~_ After some years, in 1827, at the age of
fifteen he became a junior clerk in a solicitor’s
office. He was not satisfied with this job
too. He studied short hand and then became
a parliamentary reporter. He also worked as
a news paper reporter.

From 1833, he began to write short stories
for magazines. He wrote his stories under the
pen name of ‘BOZ'. Very soon readers began
to admire his writings.

Charles Dickens married in 1836. His
wife's name was Catherine Hogarth. They had
ten chidren. His married life, however, ended
in separation in 1858,

" are very good.

Charles visited U.S. A. and Canada with
his loving wife, When he retarned to England,
he wrote the ‘American notes’. Soon he reached
the height of literary fame. He was cslied the
“King of English Humour.” All his novels are

. full of wit and humour.

In 1838 he wrote ‘Oliver Twist”. Tn Oliver
Twist, one of his best loved stories, he tells
of the injustice and cruelty to children at the
poor house; how orphan children were brought
up in the appalling conditions of the poor
houses, where they starved and were nsglected.
The scene in which the young Oliver, on behalf
of his ill-treated campanions, asks for more
food, is one of the best-known and most moving
incidents in Jitérature.

In ‘Oliver Twist’ Dickens takes his readers
in to the shady underworld of Victorian London,
where innocent children were taubbt by wllmsn

to steal for a livinge ¢ e

The story of young Oliver Twist, and of

" how he triumphed over his tragic upbringing

and finally found security and happiness, Is &
gripping tale told by a master of the craft-of
story—telling. But it is more than thatit is
also a social document in which Dickens roused
the conscience of his readers to the injustice
around them. :

He reached the hetght of his literary fame
with ‘David Copperficld' some of his other
povels are: Nicholas Nickelby; A tale of two
cities; Hard times; Great expectations; Bleak
House; Old Curiosity Shop and Chrisimas Carolk

He died on June 9th 1870 at Gads Hill
following a Cerebral stroke he had in 1869.
He was buried in the poet’s corner in
Westminster Abbey.

I like Charles Dickens books because they
There are many writers but
my Favourite writer is Charles Dickens and his
novels are the books I like best.

Jeyapriya Fevaveerasinghan
12 Science.
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What I have learnt

I asked my priest,
Where can I find love?
He said, “God is Love
Believe Him, that's love”

[l asked my father

“What 18 love?

He said, “Respect and be
respected, my girl, that's love™

| What did my mother say?
“The give and take policy
is the way, that’s love”.

Let’s see what my teacher
said, "Be friendly with

others and help them in need,
that’s love.”

Qh dear, dear

None told me the cost or
weight of love, that you
can't buy or find it easily.

" Now 1 have learnt that
Love is priceless, it's invisible
but can be felt.

The world lives on love,
It’s the love to one another
that keeps us alive,

' That's Love,

P. Brintha
: Year'—ﬂfB

THE IMPORTANCE
OF ENGLISH

It is an accepted fact that English is an
internationally accepted official language. There
is no doubt that the knowledge of English is
a must for every individual. We could go a
step further and say that the study of English
would help us to achieve better standards in
life.

English plays a very important role in
shaping the values of human nature. Tt also
helps mnan to appreciate nature’s beauty and
to build a prosperous nation. Further, the
study of English makes people of different
nations come closer by sharing their different
ways and values.

We are living in a fast moving world
with lots of .advancement _in science  and
technology, and the knowledge of this interna-
tional language helps a great deal to understand
and study the now trends in life.

A good command of English helps us to
express ourselves with foreigners and we can
find a better’ place in society making new
friends and contacts. -

I can easily say that some of my happiest
and most satisfying hours in school have been
spent in the College library, reading books,
magazines, journals, etc, Have all been pleasans
experiences, along with the class room study
of English Language. -

P. Kajani

Year 10 A
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An Unforgettable Holiday

It was during August vacation 8iX
years ago that my family decided on a long
holiday outside Jaffna. It was such an exciting
time preparing to leave for Colombo. It took
us two long days to reach Colombo, bat when
I had the thrill of meeting my uncled, aunts
and cousins, the tiring days disappeared like
a soap bubble.

My first visit was to the zoo at Dchiwela
along with my family. T enjoyed the whole
day watching and feeding the animals and
birds, It was a treat to me to see the
elephants perform the circus. While in Colombo,
we visited a few parks too and we had a
nice time playing with eur. cousins, and going
round window shopping.

_We bad a lovely car ride to Kandy. The

ophill drive was fantastic and a breath taking

site. We stayed there for three days enjoying the
scenic beauty of the hill country. We had a lovely
boat ride in the Kandy lake and watched the
lights on the famous Dalada Maligawa. The
next day was cloudy but a clear day, and
we enjoyed the whole day at the Botanical
Gardens, walking, eating and relaxing ourselves.

It was the next lap of my holiday that
I enjoyed most, and that was my trip to
Kogeala to see my uncle. We all stayed at
Koggala Beach Hotel and enjoyed the rich,
spicy food and cool drinks. The many
along the
sandy beach will always remind me of that
lovely place down S-uth. I still remember the ride
to Galle from Koggala. We passed through
many paddy fields, tourist boutiques and fishing
villages. Galle is a very large but old town
and that was evident when we went ronnd'
the Dutch Fort.

After a very exciting time, we got back
to Colombo and then to Jaffna, I doo’t
think even if I go on another holiday, I will

ever forget this first unforgetable one all my
life. Even now when I think of it I feel so
happy that my parents gave me this wonderful
opportunity to visit these places and enjoy such
a holiday,

Fohn mt’foshan b
Year 10A

L)
My Hobby

My hobby is Stamps Collecting It 15 a
very interesting hobby, Many people love this
hobby and its a life long interest.

Great Britain was the first
the world to pay postage by sticking Stamps
on letrﬂrq, and the first stamp ‘issued was ihe
famous ‘Penny black™ in 1840, Other countries
soon copied the idea. Fifty years ago stamp
collecting was a rare hobby, but today it ig

- far and away the most popular hobby, — ¢

Stamp collecting is “The hobby of Kings
and the King of hobbies.”’

I have one thousand sta'r.ﬁps_'in my album,
They are of different countries and of different
Values, My parents encourage me fo collect
Stamps. :

There are many important facts which we
have to remember in a stamp. Firstly, we
must not peel the stamp off an envelope.
Damaged stamps are worthless. We must not
mount stamps when they are soft and damp.
When mounting stamps I use hinges.

I spend many hours with my stamps,

and 1 have learnt about many countries around
the world.

I think stamp collecting a very good and
-an interesting hobby.

JI - Thiravarangan

Year 8B.

country in
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My Visit to Maldive Islands

Early December, last year my brother and
I received a surprise letter from my parents
asking us to come to Colombo to proceed to
Maldives, where they are working at the moment.
We were very happy and thrilled =t the idea
of going to a new country, as well as seeing
our parents and our little sister.

As School closed for the December Vacation
we went by plane to Colombo with my grand-
mother, and then again by plane to Maldive
tslands. When we were closed to  the islands
we looked down through the plane window
and T saw something like small black ants
floating on water, later I learnt those were the
hundred odd islands that Comprise Maldives,
From Katunayake International airport it took
one hour to reach Maldives. We were very
happy to see our family waiting to receive us.
On our way homt we bought lunch parcels
and sweet water. The normal water we get

_there is very saltish.

The following day our Parents took ug
round the island of Male sight seeing. We went
and saw the fetty which has plenty of boats
and ships. Since there are so many islands.
people travel by boats from one to the other.
We visited the huge Islamic centre and the
many mosques., The people living there are
mostly Muslims.

Everyday we had sea baths in the cool
blue water. We can get plenty of sea food
and we enjoyed our stay very much. After
a month of stay there we returned to Sri Lanka,
and to Vaddukoddai, It was a thrilling experience

fo me.

S.Prathusha
Year 6 A,

God’s Mercy

If we help others in need God will
certainly help us. To explain this, T would like
to nparrate a true story which I experienced
recently,

Mr. Sathyam is a neighbour of ours. He
is a good friend of our family and he hasa kind
and generous heart; always helping those who
are in need even under utmost difficult cercum-
stances.

The war began in Jaffna Penipsula on
July 9th 1995, Tt was named operation ‘“‘Leap
Forward” Army was on the move from dawn,
There was heavy artillary shelling from the
Palaly base. Bomber planes were on the sky,
They dashed across the tky like mad dogs
running on the streets. S

To escape from the shelling and bomber
attack people left their homes and moved to
safer places. Most of them walked. Others
went on bicycles. A few others travelled on
bullock carts due to the high cost of fuel

Shells burst with a thundering noise. They
damaged the houses every where. Many
civilians were injured. Some of them died.
We were in fear of losing our life. As the
shelling range got directed towards our village
we also decided to leave our home with g bag
of clothes and valuables. - Mr. Sathyvam was
also ready to leave with us.

When we came to the main road we saw
crowds of people. They were walking towards
Jaffna city, which is ten miles away from our
village. '

Some of them were crying. Some were
bleeding due to injuries. Old people like our
grand parents were moving very slowly. ‘They
were very tired. The young members of their
family were in a hurry.

We saw an old lady lying under a tree.
She was injured on the fore arm, and was
unconscious. Thers were two children along with
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her. They were in fear and with tear filled
eyes were crying out for help. We gathered
from the people around that the children were
the old lady’s grand son and grand daughter,
Their parents had deserted them due to poverty.
So these children were at the mercy of their
grand mother who with her meagre pension
mongy Wwas providing them.

Nobody had time to wait. The lady had nobody
to administer a first aid. Some adviced the children
to leave the lady and goto a place of safety.
But the children did not leave the old lady.
Mr. Sathyam turned out to be the God sent
good Samaritan. He knew the first aid to be
administered, He sat beside (he lady and cleaned
her wound. Blood was oozing from the wound.
Mr. Sathvam put a tight knot above the wound
to prevent bleeding. He had somc anticeptie
and dressing clothes in his kit. He applied the
anticeptic and dressed the wound.

We brought water from an adjoining well
and cleaned her face and gave her a drink too.
The passing crowd just glanced and went
their way in a haste

After fifteen minutes of our effort, the
lady pained consciousness. With the support
of her grand children she was able to walk
glowly. We knew the Navaly church was fifteen
minutes walk. Myr. Sathyam adviced the children
to take shelter at the church refugee camp
and allow the old lady to test before proceeding

to their destination, We also decided to do
likewise.
In a matter of seconds we heard a

bomber dash over our heads. We heard heavy
bombing and the sound of buildings collapsing
followed.

We almost understood what had happened.
In a few minutes aman on a bycycle came
from that direction and confirmed the news.
He told thar the Navaly church surroundings
were bombed and hundreds of civilians died
and were shattered inio pieces.

Then Mr. Sathyam stated the truth with
a smile. “Look, the church area is about fifteen
minutes walk from here. If we did not spend
fifteen minutes with this helpless grandma we would
have been at that place by now. We may have
also lost our lifes. We helped a person in need
and in return God has saved us.”’

S . Ushanandhinie
Year 11 B.

@ ® @
K Mathematician’s Sad End

Once there was a mathematician. Hg was
guite un - worldly. Even in the day to day life
he was guided by mathsmatical calculations.
One day he had to cross a small river which
was partiaily flooded. In some spots of the tiver
the depth was six feet. In some other spois
the depth was only three fest, There were slsor
places where the depth was about four feet.
The mathematician calculated the average of -
these three depths. The average was less than
five feet. The mathematician's height was more
than five feet. He concluded, therefore, that
he could cross the river with safety. When he
came to the spot’ where the depth was six feet
alas the poor mathematician was drowned!
He did not know swimming. He paid dearly
for his unworldliness.

Qa' % hevatharshan
Year 11 B
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KCUPUNCTURE

Acupuncture originated in China as a form
of medical freatment about 2500 years ago. It
has been practised by the Chinese ever since,

The {reatment involves the insertion on
small metal needles into one or many of 385
gpots on the human body. Each of these spots
designated by ancient Chinese doctors represent
a particular function or organ of the human
body. Accordingly, a heart or liver line can
be traced by lining the appropriate spots
which relate to the particular organ. If a
patient has eye problem, the needle will be
_inserted to his eye line which may not necessarily
come anywhere ncar the eye. The needles do
not go deep and are not painful. A single
treatment 'may last only ten minates.

It is not clear how acupuncture works, buj
some scientists
__may relieve the merves affecting a discase.

: Since the beginning of this century this
treatment has been introduced in the west. At
ficst thers was much scepticism, but recently
acupuncture has been widely accepted and has
been found to be not onlya cure but also a
valuable form -of anaesthetic.

S. Sivaja
Year 12 sc

& Week's Diary

On Sunday 1 went to temple,
And 1 was dressed to simple.

On Monday my mother was sick,
Brother and I cooked dinner so quick

On Tuesday 1 went to the fair,
And bought fancy slippers a pair.

have suggested that the needles

On Wednesday I wrote a letter
To inform brother that mum was better:

On Thursday I made a tray of toffee
And served my friends with steaming coffee.

On Friday father brought me a parrot,
And I fondly fed it with a carrot.

On Saturday an oil bath I had,
And caught a cold that was really bad.

Jdi. Sasitharan
Year 6B

My C,Ehe_'ughta

My thoughts are like dreams,
that go on like movies or
They shoot like falling stars,
that never hit the ground
or like different celours

that have no end.

cartoons,

My thoughts are like flocks of birds,
that stay together, :

and then they go places high and low,
here and there, over mountains

and down the valleys,

flying like a paper in the wind.

My thoughts are like the
Silver moon and twinkling stars
So bright and shiny,

So real and pleasing,

But suddenly they come back
together when I am happy.

G. Gayithin
~ Yeer 104
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