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8. OUR HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN

A.  The present Situation in the Hospital:

The Jaffna Teaching Hospital being the only General Civil Hospital
in the whole of Peninsula hundreds of patients flock there daily for
tfreatment. For instance a General Physician in the OPD treats more
than a hundred and fifty patients. The present war in the North
continues to affect our people severely and makes them more and
more sick. However much | labour to care for the welfare of the
patients, | see two major burning problems still prevalent, i.e.
shortage of medical staff and medicine and related items. This
remains a continuous difficulty to provide satisfactory medical care
to the patients. The Hospital Authorities always depend on the I.C.R.C
even for the limited medical supplies. The ICRC Ship that transports
patients and medical items is not regular due to many reasons such
as unfavorable weather, Security problems etc.

B. Ministry of Chaplaincy

We the Oblates took up the Hospital Chaplainey in Jaffna almost
twenty Five Years ago. As you know already, we are continuing this
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ministry amidst many challenges and difficulties. At present, the
situation in the peninsula has become very crucial. There was only o
tiny block at the Chaplaincy that could cater to the ministers and to
the patients. With the intention of developing and extending our
ministry beyond mere administering of the Sacraments to the patients,
We became more conscious of the need for a WHOLISTIC
APOSTOLATE, i.e. to concentrate on the totality of the persons.

C. Longstanding desire is fulfilled

After much hard work, a Center for Socio, Psycho and Spiritual
ministry was constructed and our dream has become a reality. As
reported already in the last issue of Yazha Thoni, we have a block
now where we can organize our ministry to cater to the newly
emerged needs of the affected. | should appreciate Fr. Provincial,
Fr. S. Maria Sebastian, the Chaplain for the Sri Lankan Tamils in
France and the Oblate Family who were behind this project. | am
happy to share with you that it already serves its purpose.

D. My joy of serving among the poor

| have been working as the Hospital Chaplain for the last two
and a half years. | would say that it is very easy to be a Hospital
Chaplain nominally but it is a tough task to fulfill the actual demands
of this ministry. It is really a challenge in today’s context of war and
destruction where the basic human rights and dignity of our people
are not respected. Still for all | am happy with my apostolate as it is
the very need of the Hour of our people and expression of our Oblate
charism. | am still happy to say that because of the Oblate Family
around and with the help of the many generous people in the
Hospital, my work remains fruitful, meaningful and joyful.

Yazha Thoni
January - March, 2001
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