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Divisional Secretariat, Delft

Divisional Secretariat is divided into six Grama Sevaga
Divisions and 25 villages. The population of this Division is 4530 and 1318

families.

Divisional Secretariat
Administrative District

Electorate District

Electorate District No

Number of GN Divisions

Number of Villages

Number of Families

Number of Members

Number of Males

Number of Females

Total Area

Number of Schools

Number of Students

No of Govt.Institution

No of Rural Development Societies
No of Women Rural Development Societies

Contact T.P.

Divisional Secretary /General
Accountant -
Assitant Director of Planning
Samurthy Manager
Samurthy Bank

: Delft
: Jaffna
: Jaffna
: 10

: 06
30

: 1318
: 4530

: 2214
: 2316

: 47.5 Sqg KM
: 08

* 1071
=17

: 06

: 06

: 0213214239
: 0213002715
: 0213215349
: 0213202492
: 0213217407
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Delft Scenic Island

* Introduction
Delft is a flat island surrounded by

shallow water and beaches of coral
chunks and sand. The area of the island
is 47.5 Sq Km and it is roughly
parallelogram shaped. This island looks
like the half of a coconut shell in shape.
Its length is about 8 Km and its width is
about 6 Km. There are horses in the island
that were abandoned after Dutch period.
This idyllically romantic island is the
" homes to a small population of 4550
members belong to 1350 families. Most
of them are living in guilt compounds
close to the northern coast. The island was
named as “Delft” by Rijck loff Van Goens.
He named eight most important islands
after Dutch cities. But the seven others
are now named with domestic names.

Abundance outside scarce inside

Huge coral rocks fringe the shore of
Delft scorching hot sunlight, wild winds.
Dry aired land with sparse water what
strikes the visitor but there is a wild beauty
about the place that is haunting.

Milky island

~ Many people in the island rear goats,
cattle and chickens. The houses have only
basic facilities but people are self
sufficient, friendly and helpful. The island

was also called “Milk Island” due to mass.

production and availability of fresh milk.

Self sufficient people

People- of Delft were self sufficient
as they cultivate cereals such as kurakkan,
mondy, varagu, samy etc. They also grow
paddy, chilies and other vegetables. Fish
1s also available in abundance.

Stone boundary walls

A unique feature of Delft is the
boundary walls which are made of coral
rocks piled one on top of another. No
motar is used to bind the stones and the
stones are so cleverly placed. These walls
are quite strong.

Wild horses

The wild horses which roam freely
are over the flat grassy plains mostly in
the central and western parts of the island
are a legacy left behind by the Dutch
rulers for horses which are not endemic
to our country. There are lots of wild
horses in Delft. These horses are
forbidden by law to leave the island. The
wild horses of Delft come from a breeding
stock maintained from Chola and
Portuguese times. These horses are our
heritage from the times of Chola, the
Portuguese, the Dutch and the English
who are reported to have been breeding
them quite successfully on the island.

_Chola kovil
The ruins of an ancient Tamil Chola
I_(ovil are also available.

Horses stable

There is an interesting place which
is a Dutch stable. Today weakened walls
and a few dozens of pillars are the
remaining evidence resembling a Dutch

~stable, which has survived the harsh

conditions of this island.

Baobab tree

The giant baobab tree which is known
to be the longest living natural species in
the world with a large hollow trunk fit
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enough to walk into. This is another
legacy of the Portuguese who is suppqsed
to have brought it here for medicinal
purposes for the horses and camels. The
common name is baobab. Other names
are boab, boaboa, bottle tree, upside-down
tree, and monkey bread tree.

Aalamavanam / (Banyan /Banian) tree

The banyan tree which grows to a
height of approximately 25 meter is an
evergreen and has a wide canopy which
is supported by roots descending from its
branches.

Special palmyra tree
A palmyra tree with many branches

is also available.

Meekaman fort / Dutch fort

The Dutch fort, which was also used
as a prison, has very small rooms and 2
¥4 feet thick walls, also is available.

Pigeon house / nest / hole

Interesting pigeon house with a stone
cote for carrier pigeons may have been
the only means of communication for
lonely soldiers and administrators in the
islands during that time.

Foot print in the rock

There is an interesting rock formation
due to erosion which resembles a very
large footprint of almost a meter long. The
giant’s foot-print is referred to by locals
as the foot print of a “40 feet tall man”.

Vediyarasan fort

. The I’}liI’IS of fort of an ancient Tamil
king, Vediyarasan, are also located.

Growing stone

The growing rock shaped a bit like

the hood of a cobra and 1S worshi
the Hindus. R

-6-

Queens’s tower -
This tower was used as a navigational

landmark. The tower is believed that it
was covered with a reflective surface
which could be seen far from sea. There
is a low central chimney like a shaft which
creates a vacuum forcing air upwards.

Medicine kerni
The ruin of a kerni which was used

to cure sicked horses is also available.

Thunkalai hall
The ruins of an ancient hall that was

used as medical center earlier are also
available.

How to reach to Delft

If people want to reach this scenic
island, they have to travel 42 Km from
Jaffna to Kurikadduvan. From there the
boat service is available in the blue sea.
The meeting place of seven seas is few
kilometers away from the jetty. One might
be lucky enough to spot a whale or two
playing in the sea around which locals
refer to as the whirlpool the journey would
end at the huge coral rocks fringe shore
of Delft where the day is wild and winds
would ease discomfort of hot sunlight to
a certain extent.

Conclusion

Delft is a beautiful island in Sri
Lanka. It is the precious gift from nature.
Every scene from any angle will be
enjoyable. Visiting to Delft keeps us to
feel in a pleasant place as the people in
Delft are lovable and generous. As a
writer of this article I warmly welcome
all of you to Delft. |

S. Jaisan

Graduate Trainee,
Divisional Secretariat,
Delft.
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564,568, Hospital Road,
Jaffna.
= 021 222 2486

a5 EHeN
& :S& Beu :91,

Cs. Bm. alern. g, Cm. B. cTam. Glih,
G631 MM EBLD. 3

Dealers in 22Ct, Gold,
Jewelleries Gems
& Jewellers..

& 021 222 7985

mmm“ HIE0GUTILGHID

GIDRHF) VMDUTE
BTORLD AHTANBEBDHGO
BAL BRI §BY SHHTORTO

Se0. 24, HabBHTTLITT aid),
WIMIDIILITEoTID.
Email : kabilashoe(@vyahoo.com
Hlenarr o

e0.13, Halar Fhand,
W pIILITEnTiD.

T.P: 021222 3097
077 086 9592

il Dealers ;
Whole Sale / Retail S
* Sports
* Music
* Exercise
* Sports wear
* Winner Cup
* T.Shirts
* Medals
* Under wears
* Player Jersey
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