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Message from the Chief Guest

Dheen Mohamed

Prafessor of Philosophy Comparative Religion

Incharge of Graduate programs of contemporary Quranic Studies.
Deputy Director, Centre for Muslim contribution to Human Civilization.
Hamad bin Khalifa University (HBKU)

Doha, Qatar

It gives me great pleasure to send this message of felicitation and appreciation
on the publication of Namathu Muslim Nesan this special issue of the Journal
of Siddi Lebbe in commemoration of Siddi Lebbe.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the members of the Siddi
Lebbe Research Forum on their achievements in hitherto bringing to light the
services of this great luminary of the Sri Lankan Muslim community whose
contributions to his society, country and religion are being forgotten by our
new generation.

This Forum must be supported by all who are conscious of their identity and
history, and who seek inspiration from their tradition in their endeavour to

revive their society and create a better future for their fellow citizens.

May Allah bless Siddi Lebbe Research Forum , its members and its services.
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Secretary- international affairs

Dr Ahamed Lebbe Ahamed Rishi
MBBS (SL), PGD in Child Health

Secretary- International affairs

Siddi Lebbe Research Forum

This is the first national conference of Siddi Lebbbe Research Forum(SLRF) on
Muslim nationalism and co-existence held on 22nd July 2018-timely warranted
concept to remind and re-impose.

Until now, our strategy concentrated on studying the modern day burning
affairs of our Muslim community and strengthening our internal mechanism,
which emphasize a steady and focused marching towards a National Leadership
Council for Muslims of Sri Lanka. Since SLRF’s inception, we have evaluated
the field in which we have to operate basing on how resistant or vulnerable
they are to accept a systematically governed leadership council consists of
intellectuals ,field experts and well wishers. We feel confident that we are
nearing our optimum participation and contribution from our target
community.

Recognizing how SLRF’s frontline activities and plots are continuing to shift to
its next layer and affiliates, we organized our relationships with those picked
up personalities and volunteers. We will continue with these strategic move
in the future to help us set down concrete action plans all over the country.

We the Sri Lankan moors are in the middle of the chaos—a new age of religious
exploitation and disharmony, that is perhaps deeply rooted and intercalated
in a way which is so much complexed and beyond the understanding of the
general public. This is the high time to be vigilant and wise to organize
ourselves to face the issues with tolerance and tactics to achieve our goals by
establishing strong co-existence.

As a natural out growth of any organization , SLRF is extending its hands to
expand internationally with experts and patriots of our motherland living
abroad in various specialities.

Once again, we ask for your support in the years ahead to make a change
which will ensure a peaceful living in our motherland with dignity.
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The First Siddi Lebbe Award Winner of
National Research Conference - 2018

for Research and Journalism
Awarded by SIDDI LEBBE RESEARCH FORUM (SLRF)

Veteran Senior Journalist Latheef Farook

Latheef Farook began his journalistic career with the now defunct Independent
Newspapers in 1966 before joining the Lake House Group of newspapers in
1971 where he worked with the Ceylon Daily News and the evening daily
Ceylon Observer covering local politics and foreign affairs besides finance and
economic sectors.

Simultaneously working as the Sri Lankan correspondent for Middle Eastern
news agencies following local response to developments in the Middle East,
he also concentrated on economic developments in the international scene,
especially in the developing world.

In 1976, Ceylon Daily News nominated him for the United Nations sponsored
Dag Hammarskjold scholarship for Third World journalists. In 1979, he led a
group of ten Sri Lankan journalists to Dubai where he relaunched English
language daily “Gulf News”.

A year later he joined the Khaleej Times where he covered for seven years
almost every aspect of United Arab Emirates’ development program, besides
covering the Indian elections of 1979, which brought Ms. Indira Gandhi to power.
Rejoining the Gulf News in 1987 he worked as the Gulf News Bureau Chief in
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia where he filed regular articles on the Gulf’s and
Middle East’s sensitive political scenes, economy, finance, banking and social
problems besides extensively interviewing visiting world leaders.

After almost a quarter century living and working in the Gulf, he returned
home to Colombo in March 2003 where he began supplying feature articles on
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almost every aspect of Sri Lanka aimed at catering to Sri Lankan expatriates in
the Gulf region, Europe, the Americas and the Far East.

Hand in hand he also began writing books on the current local and
international scenes.

His first book” War on Terrorism-The Untold Truths” published by Malaysia
based Strategic Information and Research Development deals in detail with
the conspiracy of associating terrorism with Islam and Muslims to justify the
US-European and Israeli invasion and destruction of Muslim countries.

Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed wrote the foreword for
the book which contains comments by well-known British playwright Nobel
Laureate Harold Pinter. It was later published in Colombo.

His second book “Nobody’s People-The Forgotten Plight of Sri Lankan
Muslims” highlights the sufferings of Sri Lankan Muslims due to the ethnic
war between the Sri Lankan government forces and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Elam.

His third book “America’s New World Order- EXPORTING WARS” deals
in depth with the Israeli sponsored and United States led British, European
and Russian invasions and destruction of Muslim countries since the collapse
of former Soviet Union in 1979 and the planned massacre of millions of Muslims
which continues to date with the mass killings of Muslims in Syria and Yermen.

This book has comments from Nobel Laureate Tawakkul Karman, well
known American journalist Paul Craig Roberts who was former assistant
secretary to United States late President Ronald Regan, Chicago based journalist
Stephen Lendman, former British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s Secretary of State
for International Development Clair Short, Malaysian intellectual Dr Chandra
Muzaffar and Indian writer Ram Punyani.

The book documents the genocides committed in many Muslim countries
from the never ending Israel atrocities on Palestinians, wars in Afghanistan,
Bosnia, Kosovo, Chechnya, Iraq, Libya and Algeria to Somalia, Syria and
Yemen. It also deals with the ongoing campaign against Islam and Muslims
worldwide.

His book “Muslims under Siege” deals with the atrocities committed by
defeated Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse regime on the island’s
Muslims. He also compiled a book “Mayhem during Curfew” on the attacks
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on Muslims at Aluthgama, Dharga Town and Beruwala in the west coast of Sri
Lanka in June 2015.

In May 2015 he was invited on a lecture tour to Britain. During the month
long tour he was honored at the Sri Lankan Muslim Cultural Centre (SLMCC)
in the London Borough of Harrow, for his services in highlighting burning
Muslim issues in the island and abroad and creating awareness both within
the community and the country as a whole.

Pinnacle of his career was when the Sri Lanka Press Institute awarded him
the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Awards for journalism at a glittering
ceremony at Mount Lavinia Hotel in July 2015.

His book “India lost Kashmir “ ,Jaunched in Colombo in 2016, is a collection
of articles on the Indian occupation and the endless atrocities committed by
Indian armed forces on Kashmiri Muslims to crush their struggle for freedom
since the partition of the subcontinent in 1947.

Early this year he compiled a book on articles from writers from all over the
world on the Myanmar governiment sponsored genocide of Muslims in the
fertile and resource rich Rakhine region. This book, sponsored by a well-wisher,
is being distributed free to universities and libraries here in the island and
abroad.

His latest book on the unwanted and shameful racist violence against the
island’s Muslims under the present government will be released shortly.

He also maintains a website” Latheeffarook.net” supplying regular feature
articles on local and international political scenes with specific emphasis on
the ongoing United States led UK, France ,Israeli and their Arab collaborators
ongoing wars and atrocities against Muslim countries.
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M.C. SIDDI LEBBE:
A FORGOTTEN MUSLIM PHILOSOPHER FROM SRI

LANKA
By Dr. Dheen Mohamed
Professor of Philosophy and Comparative Religion
In charge of the Contemporary Quranic Studies programme
College of Islamic Studies
Hamad bin Khalifa University
Doha - Qatar

There is, arguably, no Muslim society that can match the Sri Lankan Muslim
community in being ignorant and even indifferent of its own intellectual
heritage and riches. This community has produced, at least from the beginning
of the late modern period, several giants and polymaths in the areas of
philosophical and theological discourse, who do not stand second to any of
their contemporary western or non-western philosophers; rather equal anumber
of pioneers in the history of their own illustrious Muslim Civilization in their
intellectual stature and prominence.

Among these towering intellectual figures, two that stand out quite
prominently in the areas of Islamic philosophy and Sufi metaphysics and whose
intellectual legacy is reminiscent of the rich philosophical discussions that were
alive in the golden days of the Islamic civilization are Allama Yasin Mawlana
of Weligama and Allama Siddi Lebbe of Kandy whose great grandfather was
an Arab migrant who had settled in Aluthgama.

Had these two been born in an academically advanced society, we would
be today studying them, in languages other than our own and under the
influence of interpretative traditions differing from our own. As for Yasin
Mawlana, it is my humble view that from a purely philosophical perspective,
through his two-volume commentary' on the great Sufi master Abd al-Karim
al-Jili’s (d. 1424) celebrated work al-Insan al-Kamil, he has displayed his deep
and penetrating metaphysical insights. By this highly sophisticated masterpiece
of mystical philosophy which-is also a first-class work on metaphysics and
cosmological discussions from an Islamic perspective, Yasin Mawlana deserves
a prominent place in the long line of Muslim peripatetic and mystical
philosophers, as well as in the long line of men of great wisdom excelling in



the philosophical and theological traditions of other world faiths. For the
moment however, I will confine my brief discussion here to Siddi Lebbe who,
through his Asrar al-Alam (Mysteries of the Universe) - a work fairly well known
yet poorly understood, proved that he is second to none in his ability to dive
deep into metaphysical truths and cosmological mysteries in the writings of
the great Muslim sages and philosophers and come out with precious pearls
and riches. '

While itis true that popular contemporary Muslim culture of Sri Lanka seems
to have become amnesiac of its history and forefathers, yet Muhammad Cassim
Siddi Lebbe seems to have mercifully survived this forgetfulness to a certain
extent. His efforts and contributions in uniting and reforming the Muslim
society of Sri Lanka, his contributions in collaboration with and support from
many of his contemporaries like the Egyptian exiled revolutionary leader and
the famous Azhari, Ahmad Orabi Pasha (d. 1911) and Wappichi Marrikar, the
famous philanthropist and a man of great contribution in promoting education
in Ceylon in general and among his society in particular are thankfully still
remembered especially by those concerned with Sri Lankan Muslim educational
history. He is known to them as an educationist, a reformer, a writer who
authored several books, and as a journalist who established more than one
journal although they were short lived.

To the best of my knowledge however, none has so far explored him as a
philosopher. Many people have mentioned his most famous Asrar al-Alam yet
none among those who have dealt with this work seem to have had the necessary
background to reflect on and discuss the philosophical and cosmological issues
which Siddi Lebbe presents in this book in a Socratic language. It is this aspect
of Siddi Lebbe’s thought that I am, given my academic training and professional
carrier, interested in.

It is rather unfortunate that T am having to write this brief paper to highlight
the importance of the philosophical dimensions of Siddi Lebbe’s intellectual
legacy on the basis of whatever my memory has retained from my reading of
Asrar al-Alam in the early eighties of the past century, when I was a student of
Islamic Philosophy at al-Azhar University. The urgency with which I was

' It is very unfortunate that this invaluable treasure of Islamic wisdom is still in manuscript from. | learnt from Moulawi
Walih from Weligama that these manuscripts are stored in a sack and stored either - in the vicinity of Weligama at al-
Bari Arabic College or in some houses in the area. In early eighties of the last century, | tried to get hold of this sack
which contains the said manuscript with another important lengthy work of thirty volumes by Yasin Mawlana himself
considered to be a detailed commentary on the Hadith collection of Imam Bukhari, the most venerated book of Islam
after the Qur’'an. I'm still seeking the opportunity to get hold of this manuscript, edit it and make it available to
students of Sufism and philosophy and seekers of knowlsiedge globally,



approached and requested to contribute a paper on Siddi Lebbe meant that I
couldn’t wait to obtain a copy of the book due to the urgency with which T had
been asked to contribute this paper?. Anyway it had been my sincere desire to
write about Citti Lebbe and introduce him, to the Arab world and to the western
academia, as a continuation of Islamic philosophical thinking in different parts
of Muslim world.

There are in the world of history of philosophy many myths that have been
turned into ‘facts’ and ‘truth statements’. One of those myths is the belief that
philosophical thinking in the Eastern land of Islam had died with Imam al
Ghazali’s (d. 1111) attack on philosophy in the 11" century in his illustrious
“Incoherence of Philosophers” (Tahafut al-Falasifah). And it migrated to the
western land of Islam where it survived until Ibn Rushd (d. 1198) known to the
west as Averroes. This false belief is a product of western imagination and
myth-making habits which has left no areas of Muslim excellence without
bringing it down to the minimum in order for the west to remain the intellectual
centre of the world. During the modern period, they wrote the history of
civilizations and religions of the world and through the colonisation of
countries of Asia and Africa, they conquered the minds of the inhabitants of
these lands and made their imaginal history of the other, non-western
civilizations, The History. It is a pity that even today our Muslim academia
and intellectuals largely remain slaves to this western hegemony and are highly
influenced by its theories and understanding of their own religious history,
culture and civilization. I am proud to record here that, with Allah’s Grace, I
was successful in producing some very promising young scholars who are
knowledgeable, confident and understand yet are greatly wary of western
historical writings of the ‘other’ and who can loudly and clearly demonstrate,
in an academic manner and language, the superficiality of the western approach
to non-western cultures, especially that of Islam. I must not forget here to
mention in this regard some Muslim pioneers in this , especially two of the
most significant contemporary philosophers and scholars; Seyyed Muhammad
Nagib al-Attas of Malaysia and the Iranian-American Seyyed Hossein Nasr.

To come back to Siddi Lebbe and his philosophical thought, I think one of
its primary significance lies in the fact that he is one of those few examples we

2 When | shared some of my thoughts on Siddi Lebbe with my student Muhammad Modassir Ali, he informed me of two
articles; Alexander McKinley and Merin Shobhana Xavier, “The Mysteries of the Universe: The Tamil Muslim
Intellectualism of M.C. Siddi Lebbe” in South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies, Vol. 41, no. 1 {March 2018) and
another one by the A.M.A. Foundation on their website. Unfortunately, with the little time | had to get this piece to the
publishers, | couldn’t get hold of the articles. | am confident that my take on Siddi Lebbe would be different.



have in the modern Muslim world who have contradicted and disproved
western history of Muslim philosophy which had remained - until very
recently-the standard one in the contemporary world, and only now started
giving way to alternative readings and versions championed for the most part
by scholars like Edward Said (d. 2003), Seyyed Hossein Nasr and others.

The second point of Siddi Lebbe’s philosophical personality is his courage
to swim against the tides of his time. Nineteenth century world of philosophy
has been marked by different currents which were united, despite all differences,
against religion. Scepticism, agnosticism and a general denial of a world view
which had God at its centre with the arrogance of ‘individualism’ were
characteristics of the time. Just shortly after the demise of Siddi Lebbe the
celebrated German philosopher Nietzsche (d. 1900) declared that God is dead.
Ten years later Thomas Hardy (d. 1928), the famous English poet imagined
himself, in one of his poems ‘as walking in God’s funeral’. In such an intellectual
climate, which is extremely hostile to a religious world view and tends to
disdain anything that relates to God and the Unseen, it demanded great courage
to discuss metaphysics from a religious perspective.

When the world of philosophy gradually started adopting the scientific world
view and adapting itself to the demands of modernity and secular culture and
was reluctant even to use the traditional term “metaphysics’ only to replace it
with “ontology’, Siddi Lebbe had the courage to analyse not only metaphysical
but also cosmological doctrines of Islamic philosophy. Adopting a revelational
epistemology when philosophers, especially in the ‘triumphant’ west, are
trying to adapt to the newly emerging materialistic world view must be
considered not only a courageous intellectual stand against the western currents
in philosophy, it is also a very courageous stand against many of his Muslim
peers in many parts of the world. The uniqueness of Islamic epistemology
enshrined in the Qur’an and the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) and which was articulated by Muslim theologians of different
schools and peripatetic philosophers reached its climax in the writings of some
of the greatest sages of human history like al-Ghazali (known as ‘the Proof of
Islam’) and Ibn Arabi (d. 1240 and known as al-Shaykh al-Akbar [the Greatest
Master] and al-Kibreet al-Ahmar [The Red Sulphur]). The Divine command in
17: 35-36

“Give full measure when ye measure, and weigh with a balance that is
straight: that is the most fitting and the most advantageous in the final
determination. And pursue not that of which thou hast no knowledge; for every
act of hearing, or of seeing or of (feeling in) the heart will be enquired into (on
the Day of Reckoning). in addition to 39: 22



Is one whose heart Allah has opened to Islam, so that he has received
Enlightenment from Allah, (no better than one hard-hearted)? Woe to those
whose hearts are hardened against celebrating the praises of Allah! they are
manifestly wandering (in error)!

with many other commands to develop epistemological tools which include
internal and external experimental ones found its full manifestation only in
the practices and writings of the Sufis or those philosophers who also adhered
to Sufi epistemologies. So it was very natural and most prudent that Siddi
Lebbe articulated the Islamic philosophical and cosmological doctrines on the
basis of Sufi explorations and discussions. In this sense, his book Asrar al-Alam,
stands as a unique contribution to Muslim philosophical thinking of the time
that demonstrates a true understanding of Islamic epistemology and provides
a clear vision of Muslim philosophical sources.

One particular aspect of this wonderful books which deserves our attention
is the issue of Wahdat al-Wujud (The Oneness of Being). Not only was this
perhaps one of the thorniest issues of Medieval theological and philosophical
pursuit, it continues to attract scholars and lay alike owing to its pertinence
and ubiquitous nature. People largely tend to ascribe this philosophical idea
to the Andalusian Sufi Ibn Arabi, yet if one were to read the writings of ancient
philosophers like Plato, Plotinus, Philo, Ibn Sina, Ibn Tufayl and even later
Aristotelian philosophers, one would realize that in the final analysis they were
all saying the same thing. So whether, existence or being was divided into
Eternal and Created or Necessary and Contingent, in the final analysis it always
reached a point where it was considered Necessary, Eternal, Unique and thus
One. Siddi Lebbe brings this idea very clearly in his Asrar al-Alam. Needless to
say, a mere endeavour to understand the writings of these great philosophers
requires a particular form of training, what to speak of one who dives deep
into this unfathomable ocean and shares some of its pearls.

Doing justice to this Sri Lanka Muslim contribution to world philosophical
thinking requires volumes to discuss its theories and the depth in comparison
with their parallels and peers in his time, before and after him. Without this
detailed study we will not be able to place him where he deserves to be in the
rich history of Islam.



SINHALA BUDDHIST NATIONALISM AND MUSLIM
IDENTITY IN SRILANKA

One Hundred Years of Conflict and Coexistence

Prof. M A Nuhman

Introduction

As a religious and ethnic community in Sri Lanka, Muslims have at least
thousand years of history on the island. The relationship between them and
the Sinhalese, the majority community, has been, in general, very cordial until
the end of 19* century (Dewaraja, 1994). We do not find any record of conflict
between them during the long history of their coexistence until then. However,
the situation began to change from the late 19" century due to the new
phenomenon of sectarian ethnic identity among different communities, a
phenomenon that was induced by economic and political competition created
during the British colonial rule. The new sociopolitical changes caused ethnic
tension and communal violence between Sinhalese and Muslims from time to
time in the early 20* century in colonial and also in postcolonial Sri Lanka.

The first major ethnic violence between the Sinhalese and Muslims in modern
Sri Lanka took place in May 1915. A number of anti-Muslim violent episodes
after independence have also occurred from mid 1970s (Anes et al. 2008). The
most recent and brutal violence against Muslims by the Sinhala Buddhist
extremist forces took place in June 2014 in Aluthgama, Dharga Town and
Beruwala in the Kaluthra District of the Western Province ( Farook, 2014a).
Recently a Sinhala Buddhist nationalist politician has stated that “as someone
who has studied the Sinhala Muslim clashes in 1915, I strongly feel a repetition
of the 1915 Sinhala Muslim clash is imminent” (Gammanpille, U. 2012).



An attempt is made in this paper to trace the socio-historical and political roots
of the conflict between the Sinhalese and Muslims that has continued
intermittently for the last hundred years. It would be an oversimplification to
assert that this conflict is only religious in nature because two different religious
communities are in conflict and religious faiths and practices are questioned
and places of worship are damaged. However, I will argue instead that religion
is a surface manifestation of socioeconomic and political competition.

This paper is divided into two parts. The first part deals with the formation of
ethnic identity and the emergence of Sinhala Buddhist Nationalism and the
Muslim Identity in the late 19" century and the early phase of the conflict
culminating in the 1915 anti Muslim riots that were brutally suppressed by the
British. The second part deals with the new phase of Sinhala Buddhist
Nationalism and Muslim Identity in the post independent Sri Lanka and the
re-emergence of anti Muslim sentiment and violence.

The Emergence of Sinhala Buddhist Nationalism and Muslim Identity The
Early Phase

The history of modern Sri Lanka, beginning with the latter half of the 19" century,
is also the history of the development of ethnic consciousness and conflicts
among the major ethnic communities, namely, the Sinhalese, Tamils and
Muslims, who were living in harmony throughout the premodern period except
for some dynastic or royal conflicts between Sinhalese and Tamil. The social
transformation from the feudal system to mercantile capitalism that gradually
took place during the 19* and early 20* centuries, the introduction of the British
educational and political systems, and the consequent competition for economic
and political power between the different social groups heavily contributed to
the polarization of the Sri Lankan society along ethnic lines during the British
colonial rule. In the post independence period, we witness a virtual ethnic
segregation propelled by the consolidation of ethno-nationalisms and 30 years
of ethnic war (Wilson, 1988, 2000, Tambiah, 1986, 1992).

Language and religion have played a major role in ethnicity formation during
the colonial and postcolonial period in Sri Lanka. Sinhalese and Tamil ethnicities
are marked mainly by languages (Sinhala and Tamil) respectively. Each of
these ethnic groups includes minority religious groups, namely, Protestant
Christian, and Catholics. Sinhala Buddhists and Sinhala Christians are primarily



identified as Sinhalese by their language. In the same way Tamil Hindus and
Tamil Christians are primarily identified as Tamils, because they choose Tamil
~ language as their primary ethnic marker. However, religion was also used by
the elites of the majority religious groups of Sinhala and Tamil speaking
communities, during the late 19" and early 20™ centuries to consolidate their
ethnic identity and to differentiate themselves from the Christians, the
economically and politically privileged groups dominating the British
administrative sector, because of their English education and Christian identity.

The emerging Buddhist elite promoted a Sinhala-Buddhist identity to secure
their domination in the sociopolitical arena (Obeysekere, 1979, De Votta, 2007).
Anagariga Dharmapala (1864-1933) was the strongest proponent of Sinhala-
Buddhist identity during the period. Parallel to this development the Tamil
speaking upper class elite appealed to Hindu Saivaism, to promote Tamil
Hindu identity against Christian domination especially in the North. Arumuga
Navalar was the leading figure in the Hindu revivalist movement in Jaffna in
the late 19% century. However, during the postindependence period, the Tamil
language became the primary marker of Tamil identity in Sri Lanka mainly
because of the domination of Sinhala in the public administration and the
marginalization of Tamil and the emergence of Tamil nationalism (Kerney,
1967). This political change brought Tamil Hindus and Tamil Christians together
to fight for their linguistic and civil rights, submerging their religious identities.
Thus religion and language played a major role in the formation of Sinhala-
Buddhist and Tamil-Hindu or Tamil identities in Sri Lanka. The Sinhalese and
Tamil elites chose either language or religion or both as their ethnic marker
depending on the sociopolitical and historical condition (Brass, 1991).

However, the Sri Lankan Muslims behaved differently. They used only their
religion - Islam - as their primary ethnic marker. Although, they are also
linguistically Tamils like the Tamil Christians and speak Tamil as their mother
tongue not only in the North and East but also in the interior Sinhala dominated
villages in the South, they don’t want to be identified as Tamils. Ethnicity and
religion are inseparable, two sides of the same coin, as far as the Sri Lankan
Muslims are concerned. Sri Lankan Muslims constructed their identity on
religious lines only, rejecting the Tamil language as their ethnic marker to
differentiate themselves from the Tamils and to safeguard their sociopolitical
and economic interests. The Sri Lankan Muslim elite rejected the Ponnambalam
Ramanathan’s claim in the late 19" century that Sri Lankan Muslims were
ethnologically Tamils (Azeez, 1907).



Sinhala Buddhist nationalism emerged as a sociopolitical mobilizing force in
Sri Lanka from the mid 19* century to consolidate the sociopolitical interests
of the Buddhist elites. The revivalist activities of Sinhala Buddhist and the
Tamil Hindu elites were in full swing at the time against Christian domination.
By the late 19" century Christianity had been well rooted through English
education and proselytization activities of the Christian missionaries with the
patronage of the British Government. Although it started from the Dutch period,
as Jayawardena (2000: 250) points out “aggressive proselytization, combined
with the prospect of economic and political advantage from the foreign
occupiers, led sections of the inhabitants of coastal areas of the island to adopt
various brands of Christianity”. Sinhala Buddhists and Tamil Hindus converted
 to Christianity in large numbers during the period. According to the 1881 census,
162,270 Sinhala Christians and 82,200 Tamil Christians were in Sri Lanka. These
converts also included landowners and local capitalists. Their conversion
ensured them “a greater involvement and entrenchment in the whole colonial
establishment” (Jayawardena (2000: 250). Understandably, Buddhist and Hindu
nationalists feared that Christianity would swallow their religion and culture.
Ananda Guruge expressed this fear with a degree of exaggeration as follows:
“By the middle of the nineteenth century, the British efforts at denationalizing
the Sinhalas and weaning them away from their religion, culture and tradition
had reached the zenith and the disappearance of Buddhism from Ceylon was
imminent” (Guruge, 1967: 9).

In this sociocultural context, Buddhist resistance to Christianity arose as a
revivalist movement during the late 19* century. The Buddhist revivalist
activities against the domination of Christianity became stronger during and
after 1860s from which time the Sinhala merchant capitalist class started to
financially support the Buddhist revivalist movement (Jayawardena, 2000). A
society for the Propagation of Buddhism was established in 1862. “With the
arrival of Colonel Olcott in 1880 the Buddhist found an efficient leader who
was capable of translating their religious and national aspirations to action
through a well conceived plan and programme” (Guruge, 1967, p.13). Henry
Olcott formed the Buddhist Theosophical Society in the same year and he started
an island- wide movement to establish a Buddhist school system that marked
the beginning of the Sinhala Buddhist nationalism.

Anagarika Dharmapala gave a strong leadership to Buddhist revivalism in Sri
Lanka. He left Government service in 1886 to serve the Buddhist Theosophical



Society. He was also the manager of Buddhist schools and the Assistant Secretary
of the Buddhist Defense Committee. He started the Maha Bodhi Society in
1891 and the nationalist journal Sinhala Bauddhaya in 1906 (Guruge, 1967). His
conviction was that the Sinhala Buddhists were ‘the sons of the soil’ and the
minorities were ‘alien” people. This ideology, which rooted deeply in the minds
of Sinhala Buddhist nationalists, has been an important factor that alienated
the minorities from mainstream politics in the later years.

Islamic Revivalism and Muslim Identity

Islamic revivalism and Muslim Identity in Sri Lanka arose in the late 19* century
not directly against Christianity or Christian missionary activities as in the case
of Buddhist and Hindu revivalisms, because Christianity was not a direct threat
to Islam in that period, and Christian missionaries could not convert any
significant number of Muslims to Christianity. Muslim revivalism arose
basically to consolidate the elitist interest through creating wider community
awareness in response to Sinhala and Tamil revivalist programs. Islamic
nationalist and revivalist movements in the larger Islamic world such as Turkey,
Egypt and India from the late 19* century also had an impact on Sri Lankan
Muslims in this respect.

Mohamed Casim Siddi Lebbe (1838 - 1898) was the initiator and the leading
figure in the Islamic revivalist movement in Sri Lanka in the late 19 century.
He set out the ideological framework for Islamic revival and Muslim ethnicity
in Sri Lanka. Siddi Lebbe was seriously concerned about the backwardness of
his community and thought that modern education was the only way to bring
them to the main stream of the social and political life in the country. He realized
that without English education his community would not get its share in the
public life and would not advance further. However, the Muslim community
at that time was reluctant to accept modern English education because of the
fear that their children might be converted to Christianity.

Siddi Lebbe tried to make a breakthrough in the education of Sri Lankan
Muslims opening separate schools for them, following the model of Seyed
Ahamed Khan in India and the Buddhist and Hindu revivalists in Sri Lanka.
Giving modern education in a religious environment was the common feature
of their ideology and this was a kind of mixture of tradition and modernity.
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1891 was an important year in the history of Muslim education in Sri Lanka.
An individual effort was transformed into a collective effort, and the Muslim
Educational Society was established in that year. The Society worked hard to
establish a new school for Muslims in Colombo and they succeeded in
establishing Al Madrasathul Zahira in 1892 near the Maradana Mosque in
Colombeo. It is presently known as Colombo Zahira College. Siddi Lebbe also
took initiative to open more schools for Muslim boys and girls in Kandy,
Kurunegala, Gall and Matara. Although the Muslim- educated elites
campaigned for modern English education from the late 19% century, the
Muslims were more reluctant in comparison to the other communities.

As the religion, Islam, is the primary marker of the ethnic identity of the Sri
Lankan Muslims, one can see increasing religious awareness among them
from the late 19" century as they had to face challenges from the other ethnic
groups. Re-emerging Islamism in the Muslim world also had an impact on Sri
Lankan Muslims at this time.

The educated Muslim elite who were in the forefront of the revivalist movement
in the late 19 century strongly felt that promoting religious awareness was
essential for the social mobility and ethnic consolidation of the Muslims. It
was with this motivation the Jamiyatul Islamiya, the first Islamic organization in
Sri Lanka was formed by Siddi Lebbe and his companions in 1886. The objective
of this organization was to promote Islamic awareness among the Muslims in
order to consolidate the Muslim identity and to work towards the social and
political progress of the Muslims. Thus Islamization of the Muslim community
was the underlying ideology of the formation of Jamiyatul Islamiya. This
organization wanted to eliminate sociocultural and religious practices which
were considered un-Islamic and superstitious. For example, shrine worship,
belief in devils and spirits and related folk customs and rituals of healing were
their targets.

Islamization in the late 19* century was an effort to unite the Muslims spiritually
and culturally, based on Islamic principles which were interpreted by the
modern educated elite and the traditional ulama, and which often lead to
controversy and conflicts between them because of their different interpretations
of Islam. Siddi Lebbe propagated a ‘modern rationalist version of Islam’ which
he thought was true Islam that could lead Muslims into the modern world. He,
as most of the Muslim revivalist leaders of the Islamic world of his time, was
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on a double track of modernization and Islamization. He thought that Islam
should be the foundation for any modernization process.

In an effort to keep the Muslim community within the traditional Islamic frame,
attempts to sustain or establish traditional Islamic teaching in Sri Lanka, as
against modern education and modernization, were also started in the late 19t
century. The Madrasatul Bari, the first Arabic college in Sri Lanka to train Sri
Lankan Muslims in traditional Islamic scholarship, was established in 1884 at
Weligama in the Southern Province. Following this several Arabic colleges
were established in Galle (1892), Kinniya (1899), Maharagama (1931) and Matara
(1915). Hundreds of ulamas were educated at these colleges. They were
responsible for preaching Islam and to develop religious consciousness among
the Muslims.

The British colonial policy of governance was one of the important factors that
contributed to the rise of ethnic consciousness in Sri Lankan society from 1830s.
The British introduced communal representation to the Legislative Council in
1833 following the recommendations of the Commission of Colebrook and
Cameron. Six unofficial members were appointed by the Governor to the
Council from Europeans, Sinhalese, Tamils and Burghers. A low country, upper
class Sinhala Christian was appointed to represent the whole Sinhalese; and a
Colombo based upper class Tamil was appointed to represent the Tamils
including the Tamil speaking Muslims. This was the first time that Sri Lankan
Communities were politically divided into ethnic groups, and those who did
not get representation started to agitate for separate representation. In 1889,
the Government made some changes and appointed two additional members
to the Legislative Council, one from among the Kandyan Sinhalese and one
from the Muslims. The communal representation in the Legislative Council
was increased time to time. There were 37 unofficial members in the Council
by 1924, including 3 Muslims.

Ethnic consciousness developed among Muslims also in response to the
hostility from Sinhala Buddhist Nationalists that reached its peak between the
late 19" and early 20™ centuries. This hostility developed mainly because of
the colonial politics and competition in trade and commerce in the urban areas.

As we have noted earlier, until the arrival of the British, the Sinhala-Muslim
relationship was one of mutual trust and cooperation. The Muslims were also
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recruited to the high civil posts and “structurally assimilated” into the society.
However, after the arrival of the British, the situation changed. As Deweraja
(1994: 140) points out “the good relationship that had prevailed over a thousand
years deteriorated into one of competition, suspicion and ill will. This was the
result of the policy of divide and rule and communal politics which the British
initiated from 1796 onwards.”

After the British captured the Kandian Kingdom some influential Muslims
cooperated with them. One of them was appointed to one of the highest
administrative posts, which in turn was considered as an affront to the Sinhala
aristocratic families. The person was Haijji, an influential Muslim who was
appointed as the tavalam madige muhandiram to the Vellassa area. There was
widespread resentment against this appointment, and the British received
several petitions against Hajji Muhandiram. However, the British authorities
defended his appointment. But the Sinhala aristocrats did not accept Hajji
Muhandiram, and that was one of the causes for the Kandyan rebellion that
took place in 1817 against the British, mainly in the areas of Uva and Vellassa.
Haijji Muhandiram was abducted and killed during the upheaval (Najimudeen,
2002: 9 - 39). Because the Muslims were loyal to the British and collaborated
with them during the upheaval, the British wanted to safeguard their interest;
and a proclamation, favorable to Muslims, was issued on the 2" of March 1818,
by the Secretary, Kandyan Provinces. According to this proclamation, within
the Districts of Kandyan Provinces,

“it shall not be lawful for any Kandyan Chief to exercise any jurisdiction
whatever over the Moor men of this country; and the civil and the criminal
justice shall in future, in all cases where a Moor man is a party, be impartially
administered to them by British official ....any Moor men who may suffer in
his person, or, property by his adherence to the British Government, shall receive
the fullest compensation as the nature of the injury will admit of”

This proclamation clearly shows the divide and rule policy of the British. They
wanted to keep the Muslims loyal while also alienating them from the Sinhalese
to manage the rebellious Sinhala Chieftains. As Devaraja points out “the
proclamation had a disruptive effect on Sinhala-Muslim relation .... the British
Government ensured that the Muslims would henceforth look up to the new
rulers as their saviors and at the same time disturbed the traditional
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interdependence that prevailed between the two communities” (Dewaraja,
1994:141- 142).

Unlike the Portuguese and the Dutch who suppressed the Muslims, the British
granted them some concessions to win their loyalty. They abolished the poll
tax imposed by the Dutch on the Muslims and the Muslims began to accumulate
capital by buying land and property in Colombo and other urban areas.

Owing to the development of the plantation industry and mercantile capitalism
from the early 19" century, some Muslims also were able to accumulate wealth
and formed an elitist upper class within the community. They mainly
accumulated capital through trade and urban property. They were involved
in the export trade of various goods like cinnamon, pearls, tobacco, areca nuts,
coffee, tea, rubber, coconut, and gems. Southern Muslims dominated gem trade.
Some of the Colombo- based Muslims became wealthy through building
contracts. Some Muslims became rich through wholesale and retail trade in
the local market. As.L.M. Abdul Azeez (1907) proudly pointed out in replying
Ponnambalam Ramanathan, in the late 19" century, the newly emerged Muslim
elites included “wholesale merchants, large shop keepers, planters, and wealthy
landed proprietors and in point of wealth, they were only next to the Sinhalese
among the native races of the Island.” It was this elitist group which was
ethnically sensitive and politically motivated and led the Muslim community
into the modern era through their revivalist activities.

During the 19* century new economic channels were opened for all the
indigenous ethnic groups as well as the foreign trading communities. Muslims
were also competing in the economic sector from the early 19 century which
gradually led to ethnic hostilities. Ameer Ali's (1989: 247 - 248) concluding
remarks, after giving a detailed account of the Muslim participation in the
export sector is relevant here. He says:

“Between 1800 and 1915, the export sector of Sri Lanka underwent a radical
change marked by the advent of the plantation economy in the 1840s. The
Muslim community participated actively in the export sector both before and
after the transition. The extent of their participation and the manner in which
they did varied, depending partly on the political and the administrative rules
governing the various export items, partly on the economic profitability
promised by the different articles, and partly on the religious values that
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generally governed the Muslim life. Overall theirs was an enterprising
contribution to the 19" century economic development of Sri Lanka.
Nevertheless, there were problems confronting the community which arose
partly from competition from foreigners and partly from the local reaction to
the Muslim economic dominance. These problems kept on adding to undermine
the image of the Muslims which eventually culminated in the Sinhalese-
Muslims racial riots of 1915.”

Kumari Jayawardena (1984, 1990) also gives some details about the situation
in trade in the late 19™ century. According to her, by 1880, the Pettah trade was
dominated by 86 Chetty and 64 Muslim firms; and at the beginning of the 20%
the century the external trade (export and import) was dominated by seven
leading Borah firms (Chetty and Borah are business communities of Indian
origin who live in Sri Lanka). Retail trade was also dominated largely by
Muslims, especially the Coast Moors in the urban as well as in the rural areas.

Understandably the emerging Sinhala mercantile class faced severe competition
from the minority communities, especially from the Muslims. Dewaraja
(1994:147) points out that “the animosity of the Sinhala small retail traders
against this foreign domination of the Island’s trade was directed mainly against
the Coast Moors who had established their little shops, or boutiques, not only
in the suburbs but also in the remote villages where they came in contact with
the poor section of the Sinhala society.”

The Sinhala Buddhist nationalists, who had a strong support of the Sinhala
mercantile capitalists, started to agitate against the Muslims from the late 19®
century. K. M. De Silva (1981:382) points out that “the Sinhala traders (mainly
low-country Sinhalese) had no compunctions about exploiting religious and
racial sentiments to the detriment of their well established rivals, since (they)
were an influential group within the Buddhist movement, religious sentiment
often given sharp ideological focus and a cloak of respectability to sordid
commercial rivalry.” But, very often this commercial rivalry was expressed
removing the “cloak of respectability” and with an overt racial tone. For
example, in 1915, just before the communal riots against Muslims began,
Anagarika Dharmapala the veteran Buddhist revivalist leader wrote this:

“The Mohammaden, an alien people by Shylockian method, became
prosperous like the Jews. The Sinhalese sons of soil, whose ancestors for 2358
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years had shed rivers of blood to keep the country free from alien invaders....
are in the eyes of the British only vagabonds... The alien South Indian
Mohammaden comes to Ceylon sees the neglected villager without any
experience in trade... and the result is that the Mohammedan thrives and the
son of the soil goes to the wall” (Guruge, 1965).

Anagarika Dharmapala had developed a hostile ideology towards Islam and
Muslims. If we go through his speeches and essays we find numerous negative
references on Muslims. He was unreasonably convinced that the Muslims were
responsible for the elimination of Buddhism in India, its birth place even though,
Buddhism was almost eradicated form India before the arrival of the Muslims
due to internal religious conflicts. I give one quotation from Dharmapala as an
example:

“Superstition again took hold of the thought, and in an evil hour the
Mohammedan conquerors entered India. The vestiges of Buddhism were
destroyed by this inhuman, barbarous race. Thousands of Bhikkhus were
killed, temples were destroyed, libraries were burned and Buddhism died in
India” (Guruge, 1965:207).

This kind of animosity, with its real roots due to the competition in the economy,
was the main reason for the anti-Muslim riots in 1915. This was one of the
major and well documented incidents of communal violence in modern Sri
Lanka.

The immediate cause of the riots was a religious controversy between the Coast
Moors and the Buddhists over an Esala perahera, an annual religious practice of
the Buddhists in Gampola, an ancient town in the Central Province, where the
Sinhalese and the Muslims co-existed for centuries. The controversy started in
1907 when the Coast Moors for the first time objected to the perahera passing
their recently built Mosque. The police and the Government Agent had to be
involved in that issue each year after 1907, but both parties were not agreeable
to a compromise. In 1912, the Basnayake Nilame of the Wallahagoda Devala,
one of the parties of the controversy, filed a case against the Attorney General
of Ceylon with regard to this issue at the District Court, Kandy and the Court
gave the verdict on 4® of July 1914 in favour of the Devala. The Attorney General
appealed to the Supreme Court and the Supreme Court reversed the District
Court’s judgment on 2" February 1915. The judgment was considered a defeat
to the Buddhists and aroused island wide anti-Muslim sentiment among the
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Sinhalese. It was also considered a breach of Kandyan Convention signed
between the British and the Kandyan chieftains exactly a century ago in March
1815. The Sinhala newspapers - Sinhala Bauddhaya, edited by Anagarika
Dharmapala and Sinhala Jathiya, edited by Piyadasa Srisena, - the mouth-pieces
of the Sinhala nationalists, propagated a strong anti-Muslim sentiment, arousing
Sinhala nationalist feelings (Blackton, 1967).

The riots erupted first not in Gampola but in Kandy at midnight on 28" of May
1915, when the police blocked the Vesak perahera near the Hanafi Mosque at
Castle Street. Kandy was in turmoil for 3 days. A few died, seven mosques
were damaged and Muslims’ shops were looted. Subsequently the riots spread
to the entire Central Province and Colombo, Kurunagala, Baduula and all over
Sri Lanka except the Northern, Eastern and the North Central Provinces.

This was the first major communal riot in the history of modern Sri Lanka. It
lasted for more than two weeks, and the Government had to proclaim Martial
Law to suppress the riots. The Muslims were severely affected by the riots.
According to a Government report 25 Muslims were killed, 189 were wounded
and 4 women were raped. 4,075 shops were looted, 350 were burnt to the ground
and 103 mosques were destroyed or damaged (Najimudeen, 2002:143). The
statistics vary in different literatures on the subject. The Inspector General of
Police, at that time, has reported 52 murders and 14 rapes during the riots
(Ceylon Administrative Report for 1915).The estimated damages to the properties
of the Muslims during the riots was Rs. 5,527,745, of which 58%, that is Rs.
3,195,271 was in the Western Province, reveals that Colombo was severely
affected (Blackton, 1967: 61).

Much of the writing on the riots blames the Coast Moors as the main cause of
the riots and they were the main target of the rioters (De Silva, 1981, Wimalaratna,
1989, Shukri, 1989 and Ali 2001). The Coast Moor trader was painted as an
extreme exploiter and plunderer of the poor village Sinhalese. According to
Dewaraja (1994:147) “the Coast Moors have been accused of exploiting the poor
by readily extending credit and selling at higher prices .... the Coast Moor was
again accused of profiteering.” This negative image of the Coast Moors is
derived from the construction of the late 19 century Sinhala Buddhist
nationalists like Anagarika Dharmapala and Piyadasa Sirisena, which excludes
the other traders, especially the Sinhala traders and implicitly vindicates them
from such allegations of exploitation and profit making. This is the image of
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the Muslim trader that prevails in the Sinhalese mind to now. The category of
Coast Moor no longer exists in Sri Lanka.

In fact, the poor Sinhala villagers were exploited equally by many traders in
the late 19" and early 20* centuries, and the Moor trader was only one among,
them. If we look at this issue impartially without ethnic prejudices, we see that
more Sinhalese (the Sinhala trader, the village headman and the like) were
involved in this exploitation. This was the reality. It was realistically depicted
by Leonard Woolf, who was a Civil Servant in Ceylon from 1904 to 1911, in his
celebrated novel The Village in the Jungle, a modern classic on Sri Lankan rural
life, which was published 2 years before the 1915 riots against the Muslims.
Below I give a relevant passage of his description:

“Nanchohami had touched the mainspring upon which the life of the village
worked - debt. The villagers lived upon debt and their debt were the main
topic of their conversation. A good kurakkan crop, from two to four acres of
chena, would be sufficient to support a family for a year. But no one, not even
the headman, ever enjoyed the full crop which he had reaped. At the time of
reaping a band of strangers from the little town of Kamburupitiya, thirty miles
away, would come in to the village. Mohamadu Lebbe Ahamadu Cassim, the
Moorman boutique keeper, had supplied clothes to be paid for in grain, with
the hundred per cent interest, at the time of reaping; the fat Sinhalese Mudalali,
Kodikarage Allis Appu, had supplied grain and curry stuffs on the same terms;
and among a crowd of smaller men the sly-faced low-caste man, who called
himself Achchige Don Andris ( his real name Andrissa would have revealed
his caste), who, dressed in dirty white European trousers and coat, was the
agent of the tavern-keeper in Kamburupitiya, from whom the villagers had
taken on credit the native sprit, made from the juice of the coconut flowers, to
be drunk at the time of marriages. The villagers neither obtained nor expected any
pity from this horde. With the reaping of the chenas came the settlement of debits.
With their little greasy notebooks, full of unintelligible letters and figures, they
descended upon the chenas; and after calculations, wrangling, and abuse, which
lasted for hour after hour, the accounts were settled, and the strangers left the
village, their carts loaded with pumpkins, sacks of grains, and not infrequently
the stalks of Indian hemp, which by Government order no man may grow or
possess, for the man that smokes it becomes mad. And when the strangers
gone the settlement with the headman began; for the headman, on a small
scale, lent, grain in the same terms in times of scarcity, or when seed was wanted
to sow the chenas.”
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“In the end the villager carried but little grain from his chena to his hut. Very
soon after the reaping of the crop he was again at the headman'’s door, begging
for a little kurakkan to be repaid at the next harvest, or tramping the thirty
miles to kamburupitiya to hang about the bazaar, until the Mudalali agreed
once more, to enter his name in the greasy notebook”( Woolf, 2000).

Here, Mohamadu Lebbe Ahamadu Cassim, the Moor trader, (his identity
whether he is a Coast or Ceylon Moor is not known), is only one among the
exploiters. Kodikarage Allis Appu, the Sinhalese trader, is another exploiter
on equal terms. The tavern-keeper and his agent Don Andris and the headman
all are Sinhalese and all exploit on the same terms. ‘The villagers neither
obtained nor expected any pity from this horde.” Although there was no
difference in exploitation between them, if Allis Appu, ‘the son of the soil” in
Dharmapala’s term, wants to monopolize the exploitation, and make more
money without competition, he can easily exclude Ahamadu Cassim ethnically,
accusing him as an “alien who uses Shylockian method[s] and became
prosperous like Jews.” This was the situation in the late 19 and early 20
century and the final result was the riots against the ‘Moors’ in 1915. It was a
culmination of continuous rivalry of the trading groups of two different ethnic
communities. However the writers on the riots easily found a scapegoat in
Coast Moors who were the major victims of the riots. I think it is equally
rediculous to blame the Tamils for 1983 violence against them.

The harsh methods deployed by the Government to suppress the riots were
severely criticized by the Buddhist nationalists. During the riots, the Police
and the military killed 63 rioters, mostly Sinhalese, under the Martial Law.
The total accused involved in the riots was 8,736 among them 4,497 were
convicted; 412 “serious cases had been remitted the field general court martial
which found 358 guilty” ; 83 were sentenced to death; and finally, 34 of them
were executed, and most of them (26) were convicted for murder (Blackton,
1967:61). The Government also arrested several important nationalist leaders
including D.S. Senanayeke and F.R. Senanayeke. “Some of the leading Buddhist
activists, who were from the most successful Sinhala business families were
killed or died in jail; one among them was Edmund Hewavitarana, the brother
of Anagarika Dharmapala, who died in the jail owing to the illness.
(Jayawardena, 2000:271)
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The Government's attempt to suppress the riots further flared up anti-Muslim
sentiments among the Sinhalese elite. Dharmapala “leveled a surprising burst
of hate against Muslims: What the German is to the British, that the
Muhammedan is to the Sinhalese ...shoot, hang, quarter, imprison or do
anything to the Sinhalese but there will always be bad blood between the Moors
and the Sinhalese ...a few months later the London Daily Chronicle received
from Dharmapala an anti-Muslim diatribe and clippings listing death-sentences
meted out to Buddhists in Ceylon” (Blacktone, 1967:55-56). This anti Muslim
sentiment of the Sinhala Buddhist elite and the 1915 riot had a lasting impact
in consolidating the Muslim identity in the late 19 and early 20* centuries.

The New Phase of Sinhala Buddhist Nationalism

Sinhala Buddhist Nationalism and social hegemony were firmly rooted in Sri
Lankan polity at the time; and so the Tamil and Muslim nationalisms emerged
as reactive political ideologies with the introduction of universal franchise,
electoral and parliamentary politics under the Donoughmore and Soulbury
constitutions in the 1930s and 40s, respectively, as well as consequent political
developments after independence. These political reforms paved the way for
ethnic and religious majority rule in the country, marginalizing the ethnic and
religious minorities, who enjoyed equal rights and even some privileges under
British rule.

However, the Muslim political elites collaborated with the Sinhala majority
political parties - the United National Party (UNP) and the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) without moving towards any political confrontation till the mid
1980s when they finally succeeded in politically institutionalizing the Muslim
Identity. The Tamil minorities, especially the Sri Lankan Tamils, who were the
majority in the North and East had chosen confrontational politics immediately
after independence because of the discriminatory policies of the mainly Sinhala
Buddbhist political parties. Although the main political parties, the UNP and
the SLFP, were considered as inclusive national parties, in practice they were
and remain dominated by Sinhala Buddhist ideology and mainly catered to
the interests of the Sinhalese.

The Ceylon Citizenship Bill, which proved overtly discriminatory, was passed

by the Sinhala majority party in the first parliament in 1948 to disfranchise a
million of plantation workers of Indian origin who were the backborn of Sri
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Lankan economy and became stateless overnight, to eliminate a leftist threat
to the power of the Sinhala Buddhists in the parliament. The Bill also affected
the Coast Moors who were the commercial rivals of the mercantile class of
Sinhala Buddhists and as well as the Ceylon Moors.

Sinhala Buddhist Nationalism became a major political force in the country in
the 1950s and thereafter. It took an anti- imperialist stance and loudly voiced
promotion of indigenous culture, religion and the language of the people under
the leadership of S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike. He was an Oxford educated Sinhala
Buddhist nationalist who converted from the Anglican Christian faith for the
sake of his political career while he formed the Sinhala Maha Sabha in 1936. He
left the ruling UNP in 1951 and formed a new nationalist party, the SLFP, and
gave a strong and articulate political leadership to the Sinhala Buddhist
nationalists. He mobilized the panca bala vegaya (the five great forces), namely,
the Buddhist monks, vernacular teachers, indigenous physicians, peasants and
workers. He used Sinhala only Official Language Policy as a short cut to power
and announced that he would make Sinhala as the only Official Language of
the country within 24 hours, if he won the 1956 general election. That promise
proved very attractive to the Sinhala masses. He also readily accepted the
recommendations of the report of The Betrayal of Buddhism released by the All
Ceylon Buddhist Congress in February 1956 as one of his political agenda and
all the Sinhala Buddhist forces were behind him. The Eksath Bhikku Peramuna
(the United Clergy Front) led by Mapitigama Buddharakitha Thero campaigned
for him; and his coalition, the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP), swept to
victory at the election. That was a crucial turning point in the political history
of Sri Lanka.

The Official Language Act No33 of 1956, popularly known as Sinhala Only
Official Language Act that was passed in Parliament in 1956 had a long lasting
negative impact on Sri Lankan politics, as it gave rise to the cradle of Tamil
nationalism and separatism, which in turn contributed to further strengthen of
Sinhala Buddhist nationalism (Kerney, 1967). Bandaranayke also appointed a
Buddha Sasana Commission in March 1957 to make recommendations based
on the Report submitted by the All Ceylon Buddhist Congress and the
Commission Report was submitted to the government in June 1959. Some of
the recommendations of the Commission were implemented later by the
government led by his widow Sirimavo Bandaranaike.
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But Bandaranaike had to compromise with the Tamil nationalists to subside
their political agitation and signed an agreement known as Bandaranaike -
Chelvanayakam Pact, to grant some concessions to the Tamil minority in 1957,
a pact that was vehemently opposed by UNP and the Sinhala Buddhist
nationalists, especially by the Eksath Bikkhu Peramuna. Their vitriolic
opposition caused him to eventually abandon it. The first ever major anti-Tamil
violence occurred in 1958, a direct consequence of the Sinhala Only Act and
the political development immediately after that. The Tamil Language (Special
Provision) Act was passed by the Government in the Parliament in August
1958 to appease the Tamil sentiment, but it seems that Bandaranaike could not
satisfy either the Tamils or the Buddhist extremists. He was too late and was
unable to tame the Sinhala Buddhist extremists, whom he politically patronized
and unfortunately became the victim of his own politics. He was assassinated
at his residence by a young Buddhist monk, Telduwe Somarama Thero, in
1959 to safeguard “the country, race and religion.” Another prominent Bhikkhu,
none other than the head monk of the Keleniya Vihara, Mapitigama
Buddharakita Thero, was also convicted by the court for his involvement in
the plot. It is ironic that Buddhist monks assassinated the political leader who
had created political space for Sinhala Buddhist nationalism to flourish.

The Tamil national question became the major issue in Sri Lankan politics
after the 1950s, and each of the major Sinhala political parties, the UNP and the
SLFP, started to play with the issue to win over the Sinhalese’ votes.
Parliamentary opportunism became the undeclared permanent policy of both
of these parties. Both the parties were competing to satisfy the Sinhala masses,
the Buddhist clergy, and extremists with their discriminatory policies against
the minorities. Like the Bandaranaike - Chelvanayakam pact of 1957, the Dudley
Senanayake - Chelvanayakam pact of 1965 was also abandoned due to extremist
pressure. The new constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka enacted in 1972 by the newly elected SLFP Government with the coalition
of the left parties, elevated Buddhism to be virtually a state religion by giving
Buddhism “the foremost place” and by specifying the duty of the state to protect
and foster the Buddha Sasana. This provision ultimately transformed the
hitherto secular nature of the constitution into a religious one. Tamil Language
was not even given the status of national language in the Constitution. The
Government also introduced a discriminatory policy for university entrance
that severely affected the Jaffna Tamil youths who enjoyed greater opportunities
in university admission, especially in the field of medicine and engineering.
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There was also a hidden agenda of “Sinhalizing” the public sector and the
administration. It was recently revealed in an Official Languages Commission
Report of 2005 that only 8% of minorities employed in the public sector. This
also includes the teachers in the Government schools. Thus, the minorities,
especially the Sri Lankan Tamils, were further alienated.

As the Sinhala Buddhist nationalist were not ready to come for any meaningful
compromise with the Tamil nationalists, the Tamil militancy started to emerge
in the mid-1970s. The Tamil nationalist parties joined together to form a
coalition, the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF) and adopted the
Vaddukkoddai Resolution in May 1976 - declaring their desire to create a
separate state, the Tamil Elam, in the North and East. The TULF swept to victory
in the North and East in the 1977 elections and became the main opposition
party in the parliament, thereby creating high ethnic tension within the
parliament and outside.

The UNP, which had promised in their election manifesto to amicably solve
the ethnic question, came to power with a comfortable majority; but they were
determined to suppress the Tamil political demand and militancy due to the
mounting pressure of Sinhala Buddhist hard-liners within the party and outside.
Unprecedented organized anti-Tamil violence in 1977, 1981 and especially 1983
were unleashed; and the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) was brutally
implemented in the North and East. These events created space for the
emergence of a number of Tamil militant groups, including the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), one of the strongest liberation cum terrorist
organizations of the world. They dragged the country into the protracted ethnic
war that lasted for nearly three decades and came to an end in 2009 with heavy
casualties and destruction.

Emergence of Jathika Chintanaya:
An Extreme Form of Sinhala Buddhist Ideology

The mounting ethnic tension and war from the late 1970s also created space
also for the emergence of a number of extremist Buddhist groups and
organizations; all of which shared a new ideology of Jathika Cintanaya, as an
indigenous ideology and alternative to Marxism and capitalism, which was
propagated by two leading Sinhala Buddhist intellectuals, Gunadasa
Amarasekara and Nalin de Silva, from the late 1970s (Seneviratne, 2002). Jathika
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cintanaya (literally, “National Thought”) is a sophisticated version of Sinhala
Buddhist nationalist ideology. According to Amarasekera “our national
ideology is Sinhala Buddhist ideology that has evolved through a period of
about two thousand years.” Although they trace the origin of their ideology
form the early Buddhism, it is clearly an exclusive ideology of modern
nationalist and religious chauvinism parallel to Hindutva in India and
Talibanist Islamism in the Muslim world. They are ideologically anti ~-West,
culturally conservative, and intolerant to the ethnic and religious ‘other’. Jathika
Cintanaya justifies war and militarism within Buddhism, which is generally
believed to be a religion of nonviolence and compassion. Sri Lanka is regarded
as the land of Sinhala Buddhists and not a multi ethnic and multi religious
country; minorities are aliens, late comers, trouble makers and the enemies of
Sinhala Buddhist civilization. This is the essence of this ideology, the genealogy
of which can be traced from Anagarika Dharmabala and Walpole Rahula (1907
- 1997), a power full Buddhist monk who was a strong proponent of Sinhala
Buddhist nationalism from 1940s until his death. Although there are severe
critiques of Jathika Cintanaya within the Sinhala community, it had general
appeal among a wider section of the Sinhala people.

Jathika Cintanaya paved the way for the formation of exclusive Sinhala Buddhist
hard-line organizations and political parties. The Sinhala Veera Viddana (SVV)
and the National Movement against Terrorism (NMAT) have been active from
the mid-1990s. The first exclusive Sinhala Buddhist political party, the Sihala
Urumaya (the Sinhala Heritage Party) was launched in 2000. It is stated in their
manifesto that the Sinhala people form 75% of the population, but they have
been reduced to the state of a minority. They also stated that Buddhism should
be made officially the state religion, that the national anthem should be sung
in Sinhala only, and they sought the eradication of LTTE terrorism by military
means, The Sinhala Urumaya got only one seat from their national list in
Parliament at the 2000 general election, but their appearance was a harbinger
of what was to follow.

Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), (National Sinhala Heritage party), an offshoot of
Sthala Urumaya, is a more vibrant Sinhala Buddhist Nationalist organization
that was launched in February 2004, mostly by prominent Buddhist monks
such as Rev. Omalpe Sobhitha Thero and Rev. Athuraliya Ratana Thero, in
wake of the death of Ven. Gangodawila Soma, an extremely popular
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charismatic nationalist monk who had raised the issue of Muslim encroachment
on ancient lands purportedly given by Sinhala kings to the Buddhist sangha.

According to their 12- point manifesto, Sri Lanka is a Sinhala Buddhist unitary
state that should be ruled according to Buddhist principles. The Sinhala people
made the country into a habitable civilization, and the national heritage belong
to them. Their hereditary rights should be granted while protecting the rights
of the other communities who inhabit the island (Deeglla, 2004). The JHU
contested in the April 2004 general election fielding 200 Buddhist monks island
wide as candidates. They secured 9 seats in the parliament, getting a little
more than 550,000 votes. This is the first time in the history of modern Sri Lanka
that a Sinhala Buddhist nationalist party, led exclusively by monks, engaged
directly in parliamentary politics and demonstrated their influence in politics
and public life. Immediately after they entered the parliament, the JHU
demanded that the government enact and implement a Prohibition of Forcible
Conversion of Religion Act. They also campaigned against cattle slaughtering
in the country.

Sinhala Ravaya (SR), Ravana Balaya (RB), and Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) are few of the
extremist Sinhala Buddhist organizations of recent origin that are led by
Buddhist monks and actively engage in propagating hostility against minority
religious communities in the country.

The emergence of militant Sinhala Buddhist nationalism during the last few
decades has had a tremendous influence on the Buddhist community at large.
This is evident in the increased number of temple goers among them, not only
in Poya days but on most other days as well. The student number of the Sunday
Daham Pasal (Buddhist religious schools) has also increased. Buddha's statues
seem to have been erected every ware in public. As Gananath Obeyesekere
has observed,

“by the 1980s the Buddha in the market place was an Ubiquitous presence: he
is found everywhere, outside public buildings, in every major road junction,
at the entrance to towns, in almost every school, at the entrance to the university
campuses, at hospitals, and disconcerting, to me at least, even in parts of the
tea country where the population is almost exclusively Tamil and Hindu...
the Buddhist have imitated the catholic example in their expression of projected
nationhood but in recent time they have even invaded the catholic market place
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with Buddha statuary. There is a kind of warfare between religions through
their statue construction” (Obeyesekere, 2010: 70).

Muslim Identity after Independence

Muslim Identity was strengthened and consolidated after independence due
to various socio political and economic factors. As I mentioned earlier, the
introduction of universal franchise and electoral politics in the 1930s created a
political awareness among the Muslims in the same manner as it did among
the other communities, and led them to compete to secure enough political
representation in the State Council before independence and in the Parliament
after independence. The political representation of the Muslims in the
parliament has been gradually increasing for the last five decades. Muslims
had 8 members in the 1956 parliament and it gradually increased to 16 in the
1977 parliament. Under the proportional representation system it further
increased to 23 in 1989 and reached its highest 27 in the 2004 election before
decreasing to 18 in 2010 (Jameel, 2013).

Progress in education and employment also played an important role in
consolidating Muslim identity in Sri Lanka. Muslims were backward in
education until 1940. The compulsory education and free education introduced
in 1931 and 1945 respectively made a tremendous impact on the progress on
Muslim education. The introduction of vernacular languages as the medium
of education up to the university level in the late 1950s and the introduction of
standardization and a special quota for backward districts to the university
admission in early 1970s provided more opportunities for Muslims to obtain
higher educational qualifications and created a middle and a new professional
class and an educated elite among them. They became ethnically more sensitive
and opinion making social group due to the competition they had to face with
the other ethnic groups.

Muslims are traditionally known as a trading community, although only a
small portion of them are actually traders. However, they visibly engage in
commercial activities mostly in Sinhala dominated urban areas. Muslims’ shops,
big or small, are found in most of the cities and towns island wide. Open
economic policy introduced in the late 1970s provided greater opportunities
to some Muslim businessmen to become more prominent and to engage in
larger commercial ventures. The gem industry was virtually monopolized by
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the Muslim gem merchants for a long time until the 1970s. These trading
communities are increasingly under pressure and competition from the Sinhala
trading groups. Those Muslims who are engaged in paddy cultivation and
fishing in the East and some other parts of the country also faced stiff
competition from the majority ethnic group from recent past. This competition
in trade and commerce is one of the factors that consolidated the collective
Muslim identity.

Because of the collaborative politics of the Muslim political elites, they were
able to institutionalize the Muslim Identity after independence. Two eminent
political leaders, Sir Razik Fareed in the 1940s and 1950s and Baddudin
Mahmood in the 1960s and 1970s made significant contribution to
institutionalizing Muslim identity. By institutionalization, I mean organizing
separate social institutions in the public sector exclusively for Muslims,
attempting to thereby legitimize Muslim interests (Nuhman, 2007). The first
such institutions were set up in the field of education. A separate category for
government Muslim schools, separate training colleges, and colleges of
educations for Muslim teachers were established. The Muslim schools are
allowed to follow a separate calendar to accommodate special Ramzan
vacation. A separate university for Muslims, the South Eastern University of
Sri Lanka, was established in 1995 as a university college and elevated to a
full-fledged university in 1996 with predominantly Muslim students and staff;
but subsequently, it has become a national university accommodating Tamil
and Sinhala students and staff as well.

Another area of institutionalization of Muslim identity is the integration of
Muslim Personal Law into the Sri Lankan Legal system with the establishment
of special Quazi Courts in 1930 to deal exclusively with matrimonial disputes
in the Muslim Community. According to Savitri Goonesekere (2000:9), “the
introduction of special Quazi Courts was a unique development in the Sri
Lankan legal system, since all other indigenous or customary laws were applied
in the ordinary civil courts.” The Muslim elite also succeeded in setting up
government institutions to look after the maintenance of mosques and charitable
trusts from the 1930s. Muslim Intestate Succession and Wakfs Ordinance of
1931 was in operation till the mid 1950s. It was replaced by the Muslim Mosques
and Charitable Trusts or Wakfs Act of 1956. Under this Act a separate
government department with an executive Wakfs Board was established
(Ameen, 2003).
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Muslim identity was institutionally recognized also in government owned
electronic media. A Muslim unit was set up in the Sri Lanka Broad Casting
Corporation (SLBC) nearly 40 years ago. SLBC broadcast a separate Muslim
service catering exclusively to Muslim interests. There is also a small Muslim
Unit at the Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation (SLRC), which telecasts weekly
Muslim programs. These electronic media promote ethnic and religious
awareness among Sri Lankan Muslims. But there is no strong print media
owned by Sri Lankan Muslims as in the late 19* and early 20" centuries. A few
tabloids and little magazines are published with a limited circulation, and
they are ethnically and religiously very sensitive. Apart from these institutions,
numerous social and cultural organizations and nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) are molding and activating Muslim identity in Sri Lanka
for the last several decades.

Muslim Political Party

The emergence of Tamil militancy, and continuous separatist war and its effects
on the Muslim community, combined with the unleashed atrocities by the LTTE
against the Muslims of the North and East, intensified ethnic sentiment among
the Muslims and paved the way for the emergence of a separate political party,
the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) in the 1980s. With the emergence of
SLMC, Muslim politics in Sri Lanka became challenging, confrontational, and
competing with Tamil and Sinhala nationalisms. The SLMC, under the
charismatic leadership of M. H. M. Ashraf, gave rise to much inspirational
sentiment with its verbal militancy laced with religious overtones and became
a major political force in the East; and almost monopolized Muslim politics in
the East after the first Provincial Council election held in 1988 (Nuhman, 2007:38-
44). The SLMC became very prominent and influential political party in the
country after the 1989 and 1994 general elections held under the proportionate
representative system, and they secured 6 and 9 seats in the parliament,
respectively. In the 2000 general election SLMC contested under the United
People Freedom Alliance (UPFA) and National United Alliance (NUA), a party
created by Mr. Ashraf himself, and they secured 11 seats altogether. Although
the SLMC divided into smaller parties after the untimely death of Mr. Ashraf
in 2000, the Muslim parties had bargaining power in forming the successive
governments whether by UPFA or UNP and managed to get some important
portfolios in the cabinet that caused deepening anti-Muslim Sentiments among
the Sinhala Buddhists. It has been said that “many Buddhist monks complained
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that the Muslim politicians from the East were using their disproportionate
political power in the government to divert resources, including land and
development funds, to support their Muslim constituencies, while Sinhala
politician[s] merely looked after their own personal interests without helping
their constituencies as such” (Spencer et al, 2015:80). The Eastern Muslims may
have a converse opinion because they have faced many hardships due the
Sinhala domination in the region.

Religious Awareness and Islamization

Religious awareness among Muslims intensely increased after independence
for various reasons. Upward social mobility due to the educational and
employment opportunities, increasing ethnic conflict, challenges to their
identity, and the impact of re-emergence of Islamism in the Muslim world are
some of the important factors in this development.

Several Islamic da’wah (preaching) movements also emerged in Sri Lanka in
the 1950s and after. Jamaat e Islami, Tabligh Jamaat and Tawhid Jamaat are most
influential movements among them. The impact of these organizations on the
process of Islamization of the Sri Lankan Muslim community, apart from the
sociopolitical developments I discussed earlier, had been very significant. They
played an important role in the development of religious awareness, in the
deepening of ethnic consciousness, and in almost creating a cultural
homogeneity among Sri Lankan Muslims during the past two or three decades,
although there are serious ideological differences between them (Nuhman,
2007:174 - 182).

After independence, Arabic colleges also mushroomed in Sri Lanka owing to
the Islamic resurgence. From 1884 to 1950 only 15 Arabic colleges were
established in Sri Lanka. However, from 1950 to 2000 a little more than 100
colleges were established. That trajectory shows the dramatic trend of traditional
Islamic orientation during the period. Now more than 150 Arabic colleges are
functioning in most parts of the country. In the year 2000 there were 101 Arabic
colleges registered at the Department of Muslim Cultural Affairs. Others were
not registered. Among the registered colleges 88 were for men and 13 for women.

In all these Arabic colleges, the main component of teaching - the Arabic and

Islamic component - is accomplished mostly on the noted conservative
traditional line. More emphasis is given to sharia as a sacred and static doctrine
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of Islamic law without a proper understanding of its evolutionary nature. The
ever-changing nature of society is not taken into account, and therefore it remains
a difficult task to interpret Islam as a religion suitable to the contemporary
modern world. Most of the ulamas who pass out from these Arabic colleges
have developed an antipathy towards cultural changes. No Arabic college has
included the study of other religions or comparative religion in its syllabi.

The development of religious awareness among Sri Lankan Muslims is
discernible in the extensively increased number of mosque goers during the
past few decades and also in the increased number of mosques in rural as well
as in the urban areas. It is also discernible in the renovation and expansion of
mosques in almost all cities and in many villages to accommodate more people
who come to pray, especially for Jumma prayers on Fridays. The development
of religious and ethnic consciousnesses has led the Muslims to seek a separate
cultural identity based on the fundamentals of their religion, Islam, to
differentiate themselves as a distinct ethnic community from the other Sri
Lankan ethnic groups.

The question of whether specific cultural or religious practices are Islamic or
un-Islamic has become very important, sometimes provoking violence among
various religious groups and individuals throughout this period. Various sects
and groups have developed their own interpretation of Islam, and they sincerely
believe and try to prove that only their interpretation is truly Islamic and try to
impose it in practice. Religious violence at Kathankudi, the largest Muslim
village in Sri Lanka, in the Batticaloa District in 2006 is a case in point (Spencer
et al, 2015:91-98). The Muslim Identity at the macro level seems to be
superficially unifying the Sri Lankan Muslim community; but at the same time,
Muslim religious and political groups are seriously polarized at the micro
level. This is the contradictory reality of the Sri Lankan Muslim community
today.

The Muslim cultural identity is most prominently visible in male and female
attire. There is a growing tendency among religiously conscious males to wear
the white lace cap and to grow beard with trimmed mustache. Many of them,
especially those who belong to Tablgh Jamaat, also prefer a long loose white
upper garment and a lower garment worn at least 2 inches above their ankles.
Although there is no prescribed dress for Muslim women, the hijab has become
the acceptable Muslim female attire in Sri Lanka since the 1980s as in the other

30



countries, due to the emergence of Islamism globally. It has become the school
uniform for Muslim girls in all the Muslim schools. The Muslim girls who
attend non-Muslim schools also observe hijab. Various types of hijabs are in
use. Most of them wear black habaya. Some wear only a headscarf with their
normal dress. Some extreme Islamist groups like Tablgh Jamaat promote
complete veil with gloves and socks (Nuhman, 2007:199-208).

Buddhist Extremism and Anti - Muslim Campaign

Unfortunately, it is common to see in many under developed plural societies
increasing ethnic and religious consciousness creating sharp distinctions
between “we” and the “other,” thereby generating ethnic and religious
segregation and polarization. If one group (majority or minority) gets political
power, it tries to monopolize state resources and in the process marginalizes
the other groups. Sri Lanka is a classic example of this. Sinhala Buddhists,
who are the majority and who firmly believe that they are the rightful custodian
of the country, having been earlier deprived of their rights by the alien invaders
- the South Indian Tamils in the remote past and the Europeans in the recent
past - have wanted to regain what they believes is their right to determine the
destiny of the country marginalizing the minorities.

After independence, the Sinhala Buddhist majority who came to power started
to implement their agenda of “Sinhalizing” the country. Inevitably, this created
serious conflicts between them and minority communities. The police, army
and the bureaucracy were gradually “Sinhalized.” The first major economic
step in “Sinhalizing” was a state sponsored colonization project implemented
from 1950 in the dry zone, especially in the East where Tamils and Muslims
had been predominant settlers for a Jong time. A large number of Sinhalese
from the southwest wet zone were brought and settled in these new colonies,
disturbing the ethnic balance and creating ethnic tensions.

The Gal Oya Scheme in the southeast is a good specific example. It was first
initiated and proposed by Mr. M. 5. Kariyapper, a Muslim government servant
who later became politician in Kalmunai, in 1937 with the hope that it would
be beneficial to the Muslim farmers of that area (Nuhman, 2009.) But when it
became a reality in the 1950s, the major beneficiaries were the large number of
Sinhala settlers who were brought from outside. A new district, the Ampara
District, was created in the 1960s carving out some parts from the Batticaloa
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District and annexing some parts from the adjoining District. Ampara, a new
town that emerged after colonization, became the capital city; and the District
administration that was located in Ampara was headed by a Sinhalese
administrator. According to 2007 enumeration, Muslims constitute 44 %, Tamils
18.3% and Sinhalese 37.5 of the District population. Although the Tamil-
speaking minorities, Muslims and Tamils, constitute more than 60% of the
population they occupy only 26.5% of the land in the narrow coastal area of the
District. Hundreds of acres of paddy land cultivated by Muslims were
transferred to Sinhalese and more land was distributed to the Sinhala settlers
by the government for sugar cane cultivation. When a ruin of an ancient
Buddhist temple, known as Digavapi, was rediscovered in the 1950s, it became
a sacred site and a point of dispute between Buddhist and Muslims who had
been cultivating adjacent lands for a long time. This land issue was an acute
public problem that lasted for nearly four decades. It gained a national fame in
the late 1990s. Mr. M. H. M. Ashraf, a Muslim minister from Ampara District,
was accused by the Buddhist nationalists, including Ven. Gangoda Soma, of
destroying Digavapi ruins. The TNL TV channel telecast a lengthy debate on
the issue between Soma and Ashraf that had the effect of clearing Ashraff’s
name. A number of Buddhist organizations, politicians, and monks, including
the JHU, became further involved in the dispute and filed a case in the Supreme
Court in 2008. The verdict was given in 2009 in favor of the Buddhists, depriving
the rights of the Muslims (Spencer et al, 2015:79).

When the Tsunami hit Sri Lanka in 2004, the Ampara District was severely
affected. More than 9,000 people, Muslims and Tamils, died and several
thousand were displaced. The Sinhalese, who mostly settled in the interior,
were marginally affected. According to the Department of Census and Statistics
and its Basic Population Information on Ampara District 2007, still there were
18,213 displaced tsunami victims in the District who had not been resettled. A
Saudi Arabia sponsored resettlement scheme with 500 housing units was
completed by the National Housing Development Authority to address the
problem among the Muslims tsunami victims, but the distribution was blocked
by Buddhist extremist groups accusing “Muslims politician of using the
tsunami as an excuse for encroaching on sacred Buddhist land,” although the
scheme is located 13 km away from the Digavapi temple (Spencer et al, 2015:
79). First the colonization scheme and then the land issue virtually marginalized
the Muslims and Tamils of the Ampara Districts. Fortunately, however, there
was no incident of violent clashes between Muslims and Sinhalese in Ampara.
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A Land issue, Sinhala colonization, and business competition were the causes
of the ethnic violence that erupted between Muslims and Sinhalese in Putalam
in 1976. It was the first major incident between Muslims and Sinhalese after
independence (Anes et al, 2008: 39-57). Due to the Land Reform Law of 1972,
some wealthy Muslims of Putalam lost thousands of acres of coconut estates.
Their land and some crown land were redistributed to Sinhalese from outside
to settle there. Deserving local Muslims, Tamils or even Sinhalese were not
given any of this land. Some Sinhalese also forcefully occupied some crown
land close to Putalam on which some Putalam Muslims were negotiating with
government official to settle. These developments caused a bitter dispute and
hatred between the two groups. Violent incidents occurred from time to time,
but the police took stern actions only against Muslim youths that created tension
between Muslims and the police.

There was also a demand to shift the Putalam bus stand close to Sinhalese
settlement. A request was submitted to the Putalam government officials by
the chief Buddhist monk of the Putalam Buddhist Centre. Putalam Transport
Board officials and some of the local Sinhala leaders were also behind this. The
bus stand had been located close to the bazaar, so it had been mostly beneficial
to Muslim businessmen and boutique keepers. It seems that the Sinhalese
wanted to disturb this arrangement to get benefits by relocating it close to their
settlements. The bus stand was shifted in January 1976 following a violent
incident between a Muslim youth and a Sinhala bus conductor.

It was a long time practice for Putalam town Muslims to block the road that
goes in front of the mosque for about one hour by placing a ‘No Entry’ sign
board during the Friday prayer. However, the board was removed by police
on January 30, 1976, creating further tension among Muslims. Because of the
protests by the Muslims and the involvement of a Muslim politician, the police
officer who was responsible for the incident was transferred. The Sinhalese
took it as a defeat and started anti-Muslim agitation and violence. Muslims
were beaten, shops were looted and burned, and vehicles were stoned and
burned. The riot spread to surrounding villages and lasted for 3 days. The riot
came to an end when police fired shorts into the mosque, killing 7 Muslims
and seriously wounding 11. One innocent young Muslim boy was also killed
in the violence. A total of 271 Muslim families were homeless and 44 shops
were looted or burned, whereas losses on the Sinhalese side were minimal.
Without any impartial inquiry, the Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike
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issued a statement in parliament putting the blame on the Muslims for the
riots. This clearly was an instance of victimizing the victims.

The Mawanella riot of 2001 was another example indicating how business
competition is an important factor behind anti-Muslim campaign by Sinhala
Buddhists. Mawanella is located in the Kegall District of Central Province about
20 miles west of Kandy. It is a densely populated area mixed with Sinhala and
Muslim communities. Muslims have lived in Mawanella and its suburbs for
centuries, back into the times of Kandian kings, without any problems with
the Sinhalese. It is a semi-urban town with increasingly developing commercial
activities by Muslims and Sinhalese. It is the only big shopping centre in-
between Kegall and Pilimathalawa that caters to a large number of villages
and small towns.

The riot took place in May 2001(Anes et al, 2008: 150-169). There had been
some minor incidents that had continued for 2 or 3 months before this outbreak.
It was sparked by the refusal of a Muslim cashier in a hotel in the town to
provide a ransom or bribe to a few Sinhalese thugs. The nonviolent protest by
the Muslims was met with violence by the Sinhalese, and that violence spiraled
out of control. As usual, the police were passive in response. Nearly 150 shops,
2mosques, 6 houses, several vehicles, one garment factory, and a filling station
were completely destroyed; and 20 shops, 70 houses, and a mosque were
seriously damaged within 2 days of the mayhem.

The riot, as with many other instances, was not an accidental or spontaneous
incident. It was a culmination of anti-Muslim campaigns carried out for a long
time by the extreme Sinhala Buddhist organizations in the South. Between
Putalam and Mawanella incidents, a number of anti-Muslim violent events
took place in many parts of the country. A total of 20 such incidents, small or
big, were recorded (Anes et al, 2008) during this 25-year time frame. Another
major attack occurred in Nochchiyagama in which 40 shops were burned in
1999 (Cheran, 1999).

Some Mawanella residents blamed Sinhala Urumaya for the riot and also a
politician from the ruling party. The Sinhala Urumaya, Sinhala Veera Vithana
(SVV) and JHU are inseparably linked with each other; and they successfully
carryout Sinhala Buddhist supremacy and anti minority campaign since 1990s
in the country with media support. SVV is an organization that carried out a
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campaign to boycott Muslim Shops. The United Sinhala Traders Association
(USTA), which constitutes more than 600 branches in predominantly Sinhala
areas, works under the umbrella of SVV to promote the interest of Sinhala
traders. It is reasonable to assume that the anti-Muslim hatred and most of the
anti-Muslim violence stemmed from economic interests of this group.

Although these incidents were disturbing to the Muslim community, the post
war emergence of Bodu Bala Sena (BBS) constitutes an important turn in Sinhala
- Muslim relation in Sri Lanka. The BBS is an overtly extreme anti-Muslim
organization with high level political patronage that began to carry out their
anti Muslim campaign in 2012. This is the Buddhist organization that first
asserted that cultural practices of the Muslims have an inverse effect on the
Sinhala public. Halal was such an issue. After a lot of commotion and heated
arguments, finally the All Ceylon Jammiyatul Ulama (ACJU) had to stop issuing
halal certificate to various food producing companies. We can assume that the
BBS opposed a halal certificate not merely because it is a cultural practice of the
Muslims, but because it is also a commercial practice that affects Sinhalese
producers. Halal had become a universal practice of the food producers to attract
Muslim consumers.

The wearing of the Hijab, as a popular aspect of Muslim female dress was another
issue that the BBS brought to the public attention. They ridiculed the Muslim
women wearing full head cover as “goni billa’ (literally “sack devil’). Some thugs
began to harass Muslim women wearing the hijab in public places. Due to anti-
hijab propaganda and harassment, many Muslim women were afraid to go out
for some time. Although BBS could not succeed in banning hijab, as it is a
fundamental right issue, it marked a serious damage in the Muslim - Sinhala
relation.

Cattle slaughtering is another issue that BBS targeted. It had already been taken
up by other extremist Buddhist groups including JHU, but BBS tried to take
direct field action by creating tension among Muslims, especially during the
Haj festival time. Muslims had to find alternative arrangement to perform their
Haj ritual.

The BBS, along with other extremist groups, began attacking Muslim places of
worship in the last half of 2012. Mosques in Anuradhapura, Dambulla,
Mahiyangana, Grandpass, and Maligawaththa were attacked and damaged
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completely or partially (Farook, 2014). An ancient Muslim shrine, Dafther Jailani
at Kuragala near Balangoda, has been under threat by the some Buddhist
extremist organizations for the last several years (Farook, 2014b: 127 - 141).

But the most recent, most extensive, and most serious anti-Muslim violence
since independence broke out in June 2014 at Aluthgama and Dharga Town,
instigated by the BBS anti-Muslim rally that has been widely documented..
Two Muslims and a Tamil ware killed, 88 Muslims were injured, 64 houses
were completely damaged by arson, 126 houses were extensively damaged,
and another 66 houses sustained minor damages; 40 shops were completely
damaged and another 45 shops were attacked and looted; one mosque was
completely destroyed and two others were damaged, and 54 vehicles belonging
to Muslims were burned. Most of the damages were done while curfew was
declared and the police stood by passively. The total value of the damage was
estimated at Rs. 400 million (Suhair, 2014).

However, astonishingly, 23 Sinhala Buddhist organizations, including All
Ceylon Buddhist Congress, Government Service Buddhist Association, BBS,
Sinhala Rawaya and SVV, jointly released a statement on “the truth about
clashes in Aluthgama,” putting the blame squarely on Muslims for the riot
and asserting “the truth”: that the Buddhists were the most severely affected
people in this riot. This absurd statement was published in Ceylon Today, July
10. 2014.

All these incidents reveal Sinhala-Muslim divide in Sri Lanka as it has been
deepening over the years. As the Muslims are thinly scattered and rather
powerless minority with limited means to defend themselves, the damage that
they have incurred has been heavy. Moreover, their inability to defend
themselves indicate that there are no armed militant extremist groups within
the Muslim community, as continuously alleged by some Buddhist groups
and also by the LTTE in the past.

Islamism or Islamic extremism in Sri Lanka is not like the armed extremism in
the Middle East or in Afghanistan. Sri Lankan Muslims are not fighting against
foreign imperialist forces, or to seeking to establish an Islamic state as in Iraq
and Syria. The ground reality in Sri Lanka is certainly not favorable for the
development of militant Islam as such in Sri Lanka, as Muslims are a scattered
minority, surrounded by Sinhala majority in the South and Tamils in the East.
The Sri Lankan variety of Islamism or Islamic extremism if it may be called
such is only an unarmed ideological extremism that propagates and promotes
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Islam within the Muslim community as they understood and interpret it. There
have been some violent clashes within the Muslim community, but these were
not between organized militant armed groups. The International Crisis Group’s
Asia Report 2007 also supports this fact.

It is widely believed that the extreme Buddhist organizations, especially BBS,
have enjoyed political patronage of the ruling Sinhala regime under Mahinda
Rajapaksa. These extreme groups operated with impunity. No action has been
taken against them yet, despite the fact that Rajapaksa was defeated in the
January 2015national election. The immediate hidden agenda might have been
to mobilize the Sinhala voters and to marginalize the Muslim minority parties
and their bargaining power in forming the government in the forthcoming
elections. However, the Sri Lankan politics took a different turn unexpectedly
in the Presidential election held in January 2015, an election that has eased the
mounting tension visibly, at least temporarily.

Conclusion

It is a historical fact that the Sri Lanka polity and politics have been increasingly
ethnicized during the past hundred years, especially after independence. All
the political parties, including the left parties, carry the burdens of ethno
nationalism or are under the influence of that ideology. The police force and
the bureaucracy have been highly ethnicized from the 1950s and the army from
the 1970s. All the religious and educational institutions have been ethnicized.
A category of political Buddhism, as political Islam in the Middle East, has
emerged in Sri Lanka as an overarching political force. Under development,
economic competition, political opportunism and 30 years of war have been
the important factors impacting these developments.

Buddhism is often presented as a religion of peace, nonviolence and
compassion. So it is ironic that Buddhist nationalists, including some politically
motivated Buddhist monks, actively participate in promoting hate and violence
against the minority ethnic and religious groups.

De-ethnicization of Sri Lankan society will be a major challenge for Sri Lankans
to face. For this to prevail, Sinhala Buddhist hard-liners will have to accept the
reality that Sri Lanka is a multiethnic, multi religious and multilingual country.
The overarching concept of pluralism within the context of equality for all,
ethnicity notwithstanding, may be the only option for the future peaceful
coexistence and development of all the ethnic communities in Sri Lanka.
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Saudi led Arab tyrants handed over
Jerusalem in silver platter

Latheef Farook
Senior Journalist

American President Donald Trump declaring Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, soon
after his visit to Saudi Arabia where he snatched a $ 350 billion weapons
contract and a $ 1.2 billion gift,is not a surprise. In the United States politicians
including presidents , under strong Evangelical Christian influence, are made
and unmade by Zionist Jewish lobbies .Thus the inevitable smell of crusade.

As reports now emerge that arrogant megalomaniac and billionaire bigot
Trump’s decision on Jerusalem was given greenlight by Saudi maverick
Crown Prince Mohamed Bin Salman, MBS- darling of the West destablising
the Middle East, in favourof Israel. Decades of Saudi-US-Israeli manipulations
and conspiracies produced today’s ruthless tyrants to serve US and Israel for
their own political survival.

MBS was joined by the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohamed bin Zayed, MBZ,
the most imporant US-Israeli hit man waging wars against Islam and Muslims
today .The two were backed by their Egyptian stooge Abdel Fattah Al sisi ,
installed in power by Saudi-Abu Dhabi and Kuwait, after toppling the first
ever democratically elected Islamically oriented President Mohamed Al
Morsy’s government investing $ 11 billion .

Displaying their traditional hypocrizy these tyrants sumoned a meeting of
moriband Arab League to condemn Trump’s decision only to hoodwink
their people.

Though projected as guardian of Islam Saudi treachery against Islam began as
early as last century .Britain and Zionist Jews decided during the second half
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of 19* century to set up a Jewish state in Palestine when Middle East and North
Africa were under Turkey’s Ottoman rule.

Britain bribed most Arab rulers to support them against Turkey promising
freedom for Palestine. The Arab rulers trusted Britain. Turkey was defeated
during World War 1 and Britain and France divided MENA region into nation
states and installed puppets in power to do their dirty works. Instead of freedom
Britain dismissed Palestinians and created Israel in Palestine with Jews brought
from East Europe.

The two, Britain and Zionists, selected tribal leader Ibn Saud who, according
to some reports were descendants of a Jewish tribe, and signed an agreement
in 1916 under which Ibn Saud supported Britain against Ottoman Sultan during
World War 1. Eight years later when Sheriff Hussein, Ottoman governor in
Makkah and Madina, declared caliphate in Makkah, Britain and Zionists armed
and financed Ibn Saud to attack Sheriff Hussein and take control over Makkah
and Medina. Thus Ibn Saud’s loyalty to Britain and Zionists.

Since then Ibn Saud family collaborated with all US, UK, French, European
and Zionist conspiracies to destabilize the region .They showed to Muslims
one face as guardians of Islam while ruthlessly implemented all US-European
evil designs on Middle East.

Reports now emerge that it was on the insigation of late King Feisal that Israel
waged the June 1967 war on Egypt,Syria and Jordan and brought
Sinai,Gaza, West Bank,Golan Heights and Jerusalem under its control .

According to a historical 1966 letter to then US President Lyndon B Johnson,
released on 1 December 2017 through Al Motamar net news website, late Yemeni
President Abdullah Ali Saleh had said that ; “King Faisal’s letter stated that
Egyptian forces would not withdraw from Yemen unless Israel moved to occupy
Gaza, Sinai and the West Bank. Saudi monarch stressed the need for the US to
support Israel to carry out a swift operation against Egypt by which it would
control vital areas in the country — the Sinai Peninsula — not only forcing the
government in Cairo to withdraw its forces from Yemen, but also to distract
Egypt with Israel for as long as possible. King Faisal also suggested that the
Gaza Strip under Egyptian control should be seized immediately, and believed
that it was important to take control of the West Bank from Jordan in order for
the Palestinians to lose hope of having control of any land administered by an
Arab government”.

42



Dismissing all legal and moral principles then US President Harry Truman
forced third world countries to vote for the 29 November 1947 United Nations
resolution which created Israel in Palestine in the same way Trump illegally
declared Jerusalem as the capital of illegal, immoral and cruel entity of Israel.

Saudi’s have done tremendous damage to Islam during the past several decades
by trying to distort Islam to promote their own version of Islam, Wahabism, at
billions of cost. In the process they divided and weakened Muslim communities
worldwide. They bribed and corrupted religious scholars to promote
Wahabism which is dismissed today as extremist version by MBS.

Within the country Saudi regime, destroyed more than 350 places of great
Islamic heritage .This was something even the worst of enemies of Islam failed
to do.

Saudi’s rulers, most oppressive and brutal in this planet, always become
alarmed at the rise of Islam. For example in1979 Ayatollah Khomeini brought
about Islamic revolution in Iran. Alarmed Saudis, got together with Zionists
and the US-European collaborators and put forward then Iraqi President
Saddam to attack Iran. The war continued for eight years, destroyed the two
countries, and killed more than a million while western weapons industries
flourished. Saudi’s lavishly funded Saddam Hussein.

The war ended in 1988 with Iraq emerging triumphant. However Israel which
wanted to destroy battle hardened Iraqi armed forces got US President George
Bush to trick Saddam Hussein to invade Kuwait and precipitated the Kuwaiti
Crisis in August 1990.Arab tyrants were bribed by US and forced to join the
war and ,in the process, gullible Gulf sheikhs were brought under US-Israeli
control.

Under the guise of liberating Kuwait, US led war mongers destroyed Iraq
and killed hundreds of thousands of Iraqis. George Bush urged Iraqis to rise
up against Saddam Hussein. They did rise only to be slaughtered by American
helicopters. The irony is that war mongers got Gulf States to foot the bill for the
war and Saudi Arabia alone spent $ 55 billion.

Israel and US- European weapons industries flourished.

Since then Saudis participated in all US-European -Israeli wars which turned
Iraq, Libya, Syria, Somalia and now Yemen into killing fields. They destroyed
Muslim societies and driven millions of people into refugee camps. Those
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escaped to Europe were subjected to horrendous sexual abuse and torture. In
its latest war crimes Saudis bombed and killed around 19,000 Yemenis and
turned that poverty stricken country into a wasteland where people continue
to suffer in abject poverty while deadly cholera began taking its toll.

In this ongoing crime Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohamed bin Zayed has
emerged as the most important Israeli hit man .Today Israel is looking after
UAE security. MBS also played a crucial role to topple Morsi’s government in
Egypt and the bombing of Yemen.

Successive Saudi regimes never allowed democracy to rise its head as they
had done in Algeria, Egypt and in the occupied Palestinian territories in Gaza
and West Bank in 2006.

It was Saudi tyrants together with disgraced Egyptian dictator Hosni Mubarak,
bribed and pressurized Palestine Liberation Organization, PLO, leader Yasser
Arafat, to recognize Israel and end its isolation in return for a peace treaty
which ended up in the liquidation of Palestinian freedom struggle. PLO which
came to liberate Palestine, ended up as Zionist tool, ruthlessly crushed and
neutralized Palestinian freedom struggle which is in disarray today while
Chairman Mahmud Abba and his Palestine Authority are accused of selling
out Palestinians and of wide spread corruption.

Arafat was imprisoned in his own house and reported killed by Israelis.

As aresult Israel consolidated its hold on occupied West Bank, settled more
than 700,000 Jews in occupied Palestine territories and weakened Palestinians.

Thus the Saudi-Abu Dhabi collusion with Zionist and their US European war
mongers were solely responsible for turning peaceful Middle East into a killing
field. This created the conducive atmosphere for Trump to declare Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel.

Saudi’s sent a low level delegation to the special summit of the 57-
member Organization of Islamic Cooperation summoned by Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Istanbul on Wednesday 13 December 2017 which
produced the strongest response yet to Trump'’s decision on Jerusalem’s status.
MBS together with Egypt’s Sisi tried to block Mahmud Abbas and Jordanian
king Abdulla from attending Istanbul summit.

This is the shameful and disgusting state of affairs in the Middle East. The
situation as a whole is such that Arab tyrants, including those in Saudi and
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Abu Dhabi, are ruled from Tel Aviv and Washington. As pointed out by Jewish
columnist Gideon Levy Arab tyrants are divided as they had always been and
never known to have taken any initiative to assert their dignity and rights.
They only respond with verbal condemnation.

Trump destroyed an opportunity for a peaceful solution acceptable to Muslims,
Jews and Christian. With the occupation of Masjid Al Agsa the Palestinian,
Arab and Muslim struggle against Zionist occupation is likely to continue for
generation.

Mood of the people in the region resembles a volcano about to erupt.
Indications are that together with Nile, Tigris and Euphrates rivers of Palestinian
and Arab blood are likely to flow unless the Arab tyrants, especially Saudi
tyranny, were removed and the people were freed before they think of freeing
themselves from Zionist cruelty and oppression.
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A Revisit on Secularism, Democracy and Islamic
Philosophy in the Post Era of Our Great Scholar
M.C.SiddiLebbe in Sri Lanka

S.M.N.Marsoom Moulana,

Attorney at Law,
President
Siddi Lebbe Research Forum (SLRF)

It becomes very important to demonstrate the nexus between Democracy and
Secularism in this so called modern era and how this combination injected
rational ideologies to damage the basic norms of Islam and its teachings among
Muslims. The historically remarkable role played by OurGreat Scholar
SiddiLebbe was not appropriately celebrated or advocated throughout the
academic and historical heritage of Sri Lankan Muslims.

Muslim community had been living in Ceylon for centuries as victims during
the European colonial and imperial powers who came to Asian
countries,especially starting from the era of Portuguese. Portuguese came to
Ceylon as traders and later they became war mongers. The entire naval bases
of Arabian and Indian oceans were highly dominated by Arab traders and the
Muslims led Ottoman and Mogul Empires were the dominating super powers
when Portuguese started their invasions over South Asia. Ceylon Muslims
faced a severe crisis because they were the direct competitors or threat in trade
and political power for Portuguese who did not want to introduce any legal
systems or models of civil administration. Portuguese did not introduce any
concept of Secularism or Rule of law to Ceylon.

It is noteworthy to understand the fact that Portuguese introduced a hardcore
orthodox Roman Catholic Christianity even with force whenever it was
necessary. But Dutch also came to Ceylon and they were proud of introducing
their legal system which is still called The Roman Dutch Law and it has become
the residuary law of Sri Lanka even today. However, British defeated Dutch
and invaded the entire island of Ceylon introducing their English Law
principles for Civil Administration and Government to rule our motherland
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with decorated political doctrines of Rule of Law, Democracy, Elections and
Secularism.This is the Era, where a class of Muslim population started to adopt
into western education system, which was highly under the control or
monopoly of Christian Missionary Schools. M.L. SiddiLebbe the Father of Our
Great Scholar SiddiLebbe is one of such product of the System of Western
Education under the British colony and M.L. SiddiLebbe was the First Muslim
Proctor.

Following the footsteps of his father Our Great Scholar M.C. SiddiLebbe also
became a Proctor and he was one of the greatest Islamic Religious scholars in
his time. This secular and spiritual combination or backgrounds paved his
way to lead the Muslim community in the Nineteenth Century. His period is
the real milestone to compare with the current products of World Bank funded
primary education and higher education. It must be very clear that SiddiLebbe
established Colombo Zahira College with the suggestions of Egyptian then
exiled revolutionary leader Orabi Pasha not to adopt and compromise with
the model of secularism and its methodology of the system of education.

The term “Zahira” itself reminds us its Arabic origin of “ Al- Azhar” the globally
established brand name of Islamic higher education of AL-Azhar University of
Egypt. This brief history is very important to analyse and compare the era,
where Our Great Scholar M.C. SiddiLebbe initiated his battle to reform the
socio, political, spiritual and educational systems of the Muslim community
of Sri Lanka dwelling at that time.

It becomes obligatory to analyse and respect the Orthodox Ulemas, who
vehemently opposed the secular system of education under the monopoly of
Christian missionaries and their resistance to remarkable reforms of
SiddiLebbe. Turkey was losing its Ottoman empire and its supremacy and the
status of super power was critically challenged by the continuous victory of
British Empire. English language dominated with the status of monopoly for
knowledge and power. Muslim Ummah had lost the Caliphate of Istanbul.
Natives of Ceylon were under oppression by the British rulers. British
introduced Senate System for representatives of ethnic groups of Ceylon natives.
Secularism was carefully planted into the system of Government and civil
administration.
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All these circumstances compelled the Muslim Orthodox Clergies to resist all
the systems of British and their strategic moves. Muslim Orthodox Clergies
challenged the reforms of SiddiLebbe, whereas certain culprits from the Elite
class of Muslim community created obstacles for SiddiLebbe intentionally as
Siddilebbe had become an inevitable force for his era. Such Paradigm shift
created a leader for the Muslim community in Ceylon.

SIDDI LEBBE HAD A VISION WITH WISDOM. He did not surrender his
values, norms and spiritual strength for the benefit of secular education. He
declared that Tamil is to be the Mother Tongue whereas Arabic should be the
Father Tongue for the Muslims of Ceylon. He raised his voice for the
representation for the Muslims in the Senate. Although he raised his voice for
the representation for the Muslims in the Senate, He was not appointed as the
representative for the Muslim community in the Senate. M.C.Abdur Rahman
from the trading upper class personality was nominated by the British. This is
how the inefficiency of practical democracy of Muslim community has been
recorded throughout the history of Sri Lankan Muslims.

Nevertheless our Muslim community produced faithless secular scholars and
modern clergies with modern rational Islamic schools of thoughts. The secular
scholars or intellectuals or professionals without the basis of Islamic philosophy
shall never be eligible to lead or rule the Muslim community being in
Parliament or Cabinet, nor will the religious or spiritual guides or Ulemas
who are planted with the colonial thoughts of fabricated fundamentalism along
with the flavor of rationalism guide the community on the basis of holy faith
in Islam.Secular education with the norms of democracy and injected extremism
or fundamentalism fostered by imperialism have drastically shaken the
foundation of Muslim Umma both locally and globally.

I feel the present generation should open its eyes to proceed with a serious
research to find out why M.C.Abdur Rahman appointed by British rather than
the representation of SiddiLebbe. However,SiddiLebbe did not challenge the
separate identity in terms of ethnicity for the Moors of Sri Lanka and their
rights of representation in the Senate. Following his footsteps SIDDI LEBBE
RESEARCH FORUM facilitates the establishment of National Muslim
Leadership Council (NMLC) to proceed with the process of policy making
for the Muslim community of Sri Lanka. This has become the prime need to
cure the defects of democracy and the side effects of Muslim Party Politics in
Sri Lanka.
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This reminds us the wisdom of SiddiLebbe who understood the declining
era of Ottoman Empireand his strategic concern to embrace certain norms of
democracy without compromising our religious values with the imperialists.
We have number of Muslim political parties in Parliament with the slogan of
separate ethnic identity and separate representation for Muslims on the
floating platform of democracy along with the artificial pillars of secularism.

He wrote number of books on the primary education to improve the knowledge
of students who are the citizens of British colony for their socio political survival
and he contributed to Islamic Philosophy by way of his excellent unique piece
of Islamic mysticism titled as Asraurl Aalam which is the evidence for his
wisdom. His dream was rational and precautionary to protect the interests of
Ceylon Muslims under the British Colony. Therefore SiddiLebbe was a
remarkable celebrity for his knowledge and wisdom which is the key distinction
to understand the difference between Secularism and Islamic philosophy.

It is very interesting to know that the era of colonization has come to an end
with the slogans of Independence, the young leaders who studied in Oxford
and Cambridge were attracted by the thoughts of secularism which got rooted
in their young minds. Such London educated young leaders accepted the
concept of democracy and educational systems. It becomes very important to
understand the link between the doctrine of democracy and system of
education. The norms of secularism permit the mindsets of students of secular
education to feel that secularism is superior to the norms of Islam. It happened
to number of Indian and Sri Lankan leaders, intellectuals, academics,
professionals and other leaders from the other commonwealth countries.

Being moderate intellectuals they sought recognition through the movements
of freedom fighting to liberate their nations with the ideology of democracy.
Although the imperial powers granted independence to the nations, they have
substituted the system of ruling with their successors.

Meantime it is very important for me to highlight how British succeeded in
introducing the innovative modern Islam excluding its divine nature against
then Ottoman Empire and establishing new Arab nations on the basis of Arab
Nationalism with its nominees who are the present Kings of Middle Eastern
Monarchies.
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This process ended up with extremism and fundamentalism. The clashes
between secularism and extremism cannot be clearly understood without the
thoughts and norms of Islamic Philosophy.The secular Muslim Scholars or
Celebrities always forget this basic idea when they all declare themselves as
unchallenged intellectuals.

1400 years old Islamic civilization has been projected as a permanent threat for
the entire mankind and the era of modernization. There are number of evidences
how Islam contributed for modern science and anthropology throughout the
history.

However, the imperial powers carefully redesigned the world political order
projecting Islam and its dogmas are permanent obstacles for the establishment
of modern civilizations. Now we are facing the crisis. Our secular activists fail
to apply the fundamentals of Islamic Philosophy whenever they are dealing
with complicated social, economic, religious and political affairs or any timely
issues.

Present secular activists started to challenge the conservative thoughts of Islam
finding rational mistakes and errors without realizing its Philosophical
background. Because they have not been trained in such Islamic religious and
spiritual practices.

Therefore the basis of secularism and the rationale of democracy shall not
guide the mankind towards salvation. Secular educational system has created
another elite class among the Muslim community to serve the capitalists or
super powers and the rulers on the basis of democracy.

Innocent Muslims and Secular Intellectuals have become the victims of such
conspiracies of regional and international super powers.

The myth has been successfully planted stating that religion is a threat for co-
existence in a multi ethnic society. Statehood or Nationhood and the Political
party representation have been projected as the lawful licence to drive the
vehicle of democracy. Islam and conservative religions in Sri Lanka have been
very successfully co-existing for more than thousand years in the history of Sri
Lanka. The modern ideology of democracy shall never ensure co-existence
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while the super powers and regional super powers are planning to impose
clashes among the communities injecting religious riots in Sri Lanka.

SiddiLebbe realized the range and the allowable zone of secularism and
democracy. KasawaththaAalim a famous religious scholar was the spiritual
guide for our SiddiLebbe . We could find out the influence of KasawaththaAalim
in”AsraurlAalam”,

A person who wrote an authentic book titled as Asraurl Aalam with a perfect
background of Islamic philosophy shall not be misled by the thoughts of neither
secularism nor democracy. We could find the modern scholars who are willing
to highlight the contribution of SiddiLebbe whereas they try to conceal his
contribution towards Islamic philosophy.

Itis obligatory to eradicate the myths formed by secularism among the students
and present scholars. We hope and pray for the future endevours of SiddiL.ebbe
Research Forum (SLRF) on its mission towards National Muslim Leadership
Council (NMLC) to cure the defects caused by democracy and secularism with
the spirit of Islamic philosophy as per the guidance of Great Scholar SiddiLebbe.

Muhammad Cassim Siddi Lebbe was born on 11 June 1838 in Kandy was
a Ceylonese Lawyer, educationist, scholar, philosopher, Divination, writer,
publisher, social reformer; proctor, visionary and Muslim community leader.
His father M.L. Siddi Lebbe was the First Muslim proctor of Sri Lanka.

Muhammad Cassim Siddi Lebbe ‘ s wide scheme of educating the Muslim
community resulted in the establishment of Zahira College, patronized by
the cream of the community due to the munificence of Wapchi Marikar, he
also established many Tamil and Arabic Schools in many parts of the Central
Province, some of which he himself managed and financed. In kandy, he
founded a Girls’ School where his sister was the Head-Teacher, he studied
the Arabic language to perfection and read many significant works of Islmic
scholars and thereby excelled in religious knowledge surpassing that of the
local Ulema of the time. The educational movement in Colombo, which he
began with Wapchi Marikar, constantly required his presence in Colombo
and thus he was compelled to live in Colombo paying occasional visits to his
hometown in Kandy.
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NUTRITION DURING RAMADAN

DR.M.A.Ahmad Rushdhi.
MBBS(USJP-Srilanka)

MSe(Human Nuftrition)

Registrar in Clinical Nutrition

Medical Nutvition Unit- Colombo South Teaching Hospital

We are blessed with the month of Ramadan in which we fast from pre-dawn to
sunset. The fundamental purpose of fasting according to Quran is to attain
piety. Quran also informs us that the traveler and those who are ill are exempted
from fasting and Allah does not desire hardship for us. (2:185)

The fasting begins with a pre-dawn meal called sahar/suhoor. This meal
should be taken around 3.30 am to 4.30 am. Consuming this meal earlier than
this or abstaining from suhoor, is not welcomed. Skipping suhoor prolongs
the hours of fasting, which would cause dehydration. It will also lead to over
eating at Ifthar.

The pre-dawn meal should be moderate in quantity. Some people consume
a large amount of meal at this time thinking that they would feel full until
sunset. It is not so. What is recommended at this time is to have a meal like an
early breakfast and not as a substitute for lunch Better to start with a full glass
of water than tea or coffee. Tea and coffee have diuretic effects and losing water
may cause dehydration. If you want a milk or morning milk tea it is advisable
to take it before the meal.Consuming a balanced diet is recommended. Most
of us consume rice and curry in Sri Lanka. Rice should not exceed 2 tea cups of
cooked rice. It would be better to consume even less. Other foods such as
chappathi, Paratha, string hoppers, whole meal bread, and noodles are
also consumed.(100-150 grams of main food is enough for thesuhoor) Roughly
the cereal should not exceed half the plate. Rest of the plate should be of
vegetables, green leaves and a protein source such as meat or fish. Having
some fruits is also necessary to add fibre and to prevent constipation.Having
fizzy drinks and juice or icecream/faluda which has lot of sugar is not
recommended. Simple sugars digest very quickly. Therefore complex
carbohydrates are preferred. Little amount of nuts such as almond, hazel nut
and walnuts can be taken during suhoor. They digest slowly and can be used
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in the body for a longer time. Oatmeal, red rice and whole meal bread are also
recommended since they are rich in fibre and helps sustain energy for long
hours.Another glass or two of water before sahar end will make you at least
drink around 750ml of water. The fluid we take would help the kidney’s
excretory function to detoxify our body.lt is a custom of many people to sleep
after fajr prayers. Sleeping soon after Sahar/Fajr is not healthy and this would
make your whole day feel lethargic. Walking for few minutes would refresh
you and prevent regurgitation (Gastro esophageal reflux) as well. Ideal time
for the sleep would be closer to the lunch hours. Daily activities and usual
walk during work are perfectly alright while fasting and no one should avoid
mild and moderate activities.

IFTHAR

Ifthar is the time of joy. It is the time at sunset to break the fast. But many of
us make the mistake of consuming large amount of food during this time. It is
customary to break the fast with water and 1 or 3 dates followed by a soup/
Kanji. Some people prefer a tea/ coffee/milk at this time. It's better to consume
the soup/ kanjee or tea after the maghrib prayers. Drink plenty of water instead
of consuming faludas and sweetened drinks. King coconut water is also a
healthy option for us. At least 1 litre of water should be consumed between
Ifthar and Sahar. vcThe most unacceptable and unhealthy food during ifthar is
the short eats, specially fried food such

as samosa, chinese rolls and patties. Burgers, pizzas, French fries should
also be avoided (or the short eat should not exceed more than 2). These foods
contain high amount of transfats and salt. Soft drinks should be avoided
completely and sweets should be minimised as much as possible.

Many people nowadays arrange extravagant Ifthar programmes in which
they serve lots of dishes and biriyani and heavy meal which are completely
unhealthy. It is contradictory to the purpose of ifthar as well. Ifthar should not
become afeast! If your Ifthar has Kanjee /Soup there is no need for another
meal in the form of a dinner at late night after prayers. The Kanjee contains
rice, coconut milk and oil, meat or egg and sometimes vegetables as well.
Therefore a regular bowl of kanjee is equivalent to a balanced nutritious dinner.
After tharaweeh prayers at night you may havea yo ghurt/ curd or a fruit salad.
Fruits should be consumed without adding sugar, salt or ice cream. If you
want to consume a dinner make it very light and include vegetables as much
as possible. Cucumbers, salad, beans, gourd group of vegetables are healthier
options. Do not forget to brush your teeth at night and after pre-dawn meal.
Many forget to do this due to pure laziness.

Wish you a healthy Ramadan!
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