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Swami Vipulananda:
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— by K. S. Sivakumarn ——

'he centenary of the birth of a Thamil scholar-Swami Vipula-
’ nanda-falls this year (1992). There seems to be some doubt as
to what his actual date of birth had been, but most people
had hitherto considered that March 29, 1892 was the day he was born.
A village called Karaitivu, in the Ampara district in the eastern region
of Shri Lanka was his birth place. His real name was Mylvaganam, but
since his ordination as a monk of the Ramakrishna Mission, he became
to be called Swami Vipulananda.

He had his early education at the Kalmunai Methodist English
school and later at St. Michael's College, Batticaloa. Having passed the
Senior Cambridge Examination, he joined his Alma Mater, as a teacher.
Later he trained himself as a fully-fledged teacher at the Batticaloa
Training College. He not only acquainted himself with the ancient Thamil
literature, but also developed a knack for learning science in depth. Thus
he followed a Diploma Course in science at the Colombo Technical College.
Not satisfied with the above qualifications, Mylvaganam wanted to further
his studies abroad. He sat for the highly recognised examination for the
Thamil Pandits held by the Madurai Tamil Sangam in Tamilnadu, India
in 1910. He was the first Shri Lankan to have been allowed to sitfor this
examination Needless to say, he passed the examination with flying colours.

From Batticaloa, Mylvaganam moved on to Jaffna. He began
a career, as a teacher again, at St- Patrick’s College. However he pursued
his higher studies privately. He obtained his B. Sc degree from the London
University in 1920. Judging his qualifications and freshness of outlook, he
was offered the post of Principal at Manipay Hindu College. He held his

position till 1922 and later opted to join the Ramakrishna Mission
as Swami,

He was admitted as a member of the Prabodha Chaitanaya sector
at the Madam at Mpylapore in Madras, Tamilnadu. He remained
there for two years and later was appointed the editor of *Vedanta Kesari’,
an English journal, published by the ‘Ramakrishna Mission. He also
edited ‘Ramakrishna Vijayam’. another journal published by the Mission.



Having exhibitz1 his talsnts as a scholar with a fresh insight Swami
Vipulananda bzgan to weits serious articlss o1 Davnil ‘Litsrature.
‘Chenthamil’ a jouraal of high reputz baszan to. pablish his artiole. His
special . knowlsdge 'in . Eazlish. . Thanil aad - Ssieace - canz  to be
reflected in his scholarly articles. He wrote a number of critical £332ys on
Shakespeare’s plays. These ‘ats collected in a book called ‘Madanga
Soola Mani. Matvellous translations of Easlish poztry into Thanil caa
be found in this collection Swami Vipulananda raturazd to Sari Lanka aand
organised 'the educational activities of ths Ramakrishna Mission and
participated in many religious and literary conferances here. The Aanamalai
University iis a prestigious ‘seat'of © higher learning Thamilnadu. The
usiversity wanted tocreate a’ chair for Thamil and invited . ‘Swami
Vipulananda to be the university’s first professor in Thamil. He was ths
obvious choice for the post. There was no department of Thamil in any
Indian universities before this and thus Swami Vipulananda was the
the first professor in"'Thamil in' the' Thamil spzaking world. This
happened in 1931. It was a great honour for a Shri Lankan.

Swami Vipulananda.earned. the admiration of Thamil scholars in
India. His scientific approach paid dividands. It was while he, was
i Thamilnadu ' that Swami *Vipulananda began his research into
anicient’ » music ' of ' “the  'Thamilians. His efforts materialised in
producing his Magnum = Opus. the ‘Yarl Nool. This is a scientific
study + of the . composition of an ancient musical instrument called
‘Yarl” which resembled the lyre of the ancient Greeks.

: Swanii Vipulanandd) returned to Shri- Lanka in 1934 and 2ot
himself involved in the educational activities of the Ramakrisana Mission.
But he had to go to India again in 1939, as he was appointed the
¢ditor of ‘Prabuddha Bharatha® published by the Ramakrishna -Mission
in-a' Himalayan region. He served thers for two years editing this
influential journal in "Bnglish.’ He introduced to the English- speaking
world. the: essence rof  Thamil® literatures,” music, ' religion ete. through
his scholarly essays.

Shuttling “betwteen 'Shri'Lanka and India, Swami Vipulananda had
finally retuned to8hri Lanka to head the departmest of Thamil in the
University of Ceylon .in 1943, The Senior 'professors’ in: Thamil ‘in lour
uriversities. were in fact the students of Swami Vipulananda. It was he
who direcied the course of Thamil studies in Shri Lanka. He was indeed
a piofieer in innovating new approaches to . iumanities and Science.

i fact, be was the father of Literary Criticism in Thamil, a point
which the writer of this sketch, has developed elsewhere. (A publication
by the Deapartment of Hindu. Culture and Thamil Affairs) Swami.
Vipulananda died of sickness at a relatively young age of 55.

His individual  contributiens. in various . fields . should be
evaluated seperately,

March 91-19%2 21, Murugan Place, Colombo - 6,
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