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| Letter

\ Trends

Foreign Service

The piece on Foreign Service
(Lanka Guardian 15th May) is
quite interesting but Dr. Wiswa
Warnapala misses the important
point—Is a Foreign Office really nece-
ssary! The practice of diplomacy
has undergone an enormous change
since  Sir Henry Wotton, [7th
century diplomat autographed in
3 friend’s album : "“An Ambassador
is an honest man sent to lie abroad
for the good of his country.”

Nowadays he spends less time
lying abroad in a physical sense
because of innumerable heurs
taken up in receiving cabinet

ministers at the airport and chap-
-eroning them to meet their coun-
-terparts or attend international
conferences or seminars. If he
lies by distorting the truth, his
own assistants in the mission will
either leak ic to the Press aor write
anonymously to the Foreign Office
and it will all come out in the wash
sooner or later,

Diplomacy as once knewn is at
an end— but the last to know it
are the career diplemats and their
foreign ministries. The swelling of
their ranks and consequent deter-
joration of their capacities s all
too often glaring. In diplomatic
as in monetary affairs is a kind
of freshman's law which sees
bad money driving out the
good. It is common knowledge
that apart from one foreign min-
ister, the Finance Miniscer and the
Trade Minister carry much of the
diplomatic burden taking wings
frequently to attend a variety of
conferences assisted by a team of
officials drawn from cheir own
ministries. It is time the Govern-
ment thaught of pruning down the
budgetary allocation of Rs,68.8 mill-
ion and lowering bureaucratic
Towers of Babel by secting up an
all purpose warking group of exp-
erts to handle specific prablems as
they arise,

The Faoreign Ministry was establ-

ished a5 a separace entity under the |

new consticution without any dra-
martic ostentation or fanfare. [f its
image is to be improved, it should
e wprooted from its present am-
ience and transplanted Ina |ess

Foreign Service Cadre — KPS Menen.
.S, Jha, Gundevia to mention a few.

l

constricted atmosphere to disabuse
the public of the impression that
it isan appendage of the President’s
office.

While on this subject, could
Dr.Wiswa Warnapala enlighten us
as to why the founding father 3ir
Kandiah Vaichianathan did net aim
at professional excellence by opting
for civil service rejects to form the
nucleus of the service. YYhereas
Vajpai chose the cream of the
Indian Civil Service as the orginal

Mickey Jayasundera |
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Crest si bon

ft is good that a Sri Lankan has
replaced the German director of the
organisation which styles ltself the
Sri Lanka Foundation Institote, It was
the L G. columnist Aryadeva who first
pointed out this anomaly. Though he
did raise the question of academic
qualifications (most educated Germans
gre “Dr' of course, but some of these
Herr Directors have returned to Ger-
many and junior scheol teoching) the
basic issue was the cholce of seminars,
the nature of the discussions and the
particlpants, ond the Institute’s insis-
tence that highly qualified local
academlcs should have their subjects
vetted and approved,

The questions were relevant in the
light of the Lotin Amerlcan experience.
There some of these Institutes hove
praduced **Bonn's Blueprints for Re-
pression’” as one Latin American news-
paper put it. ldeas discussed there
hod @ direct connection with official
thinking which soen became gevern-
ment palicy. Here we hoye the
examples of the *‘one union' theary,
the new Labour Laws etc, And public
servants were disturbed by a report
that their *‘political activities” wouid
be covered by new regulations framed
an the lines of Bonn's neo-McCarthyite
‘gecurity’ Taw.

Though British agency houses and
Indian traders used to know fow to
“ceylonise” their firms with a token
Ceylonese, it Is good thot the 5ri
Lanka Foundation Institute hos been
formally *‘nativised", to use a word
that Tissa Wijzyeratne odded to the
English langusge in the days when he
used to chompion the couse of ‘vedas’
(not *veddohs') as ambossadors, Mrs.
Bandaranaike hadthe last word on that.
«But my ambassador in Paris (Tissa W)
turned out to o real veda

Front runner

Trade Minister Lalith
mudali is clearly the

Athulath-
front—runner



in the UNP popularity stokes, Of
oll the President's men, It Is the
Trade Minister who Is often asked
by the P.M. to spegk on bshalf of
the government [n the NSA ‘it
iz pot for his Oxford Union debat-
ing skill that he hos been picked
by Premter Premo" soid a keen
parliomentary  observer. *He hos
net anly all the correct qualifica-
tions, if you kmow what | mecdn,
but the serious manner which impres-
ses  talent—spotters, apnd the PM
who con claim most of the credit
for the UNP's spectacular show at
the focal polls is building up a
team for the future’™ he odded.

Lalith had one ‘disqualification’
in UNP eyes. Perhops becouse of
his father’s close connections with
SWRD and his own Oxford links,
he never attacked the Bandaranoikes.
But at the clty campaign he really
lat go.

V¥ahabused
Lake House's *‘cover vp™ job on
behalf of Egyptian Ambassador

Wahab got the prize for the
biggest flopnik of the month.

The Sun's snoopers who are
alwoys far ohead in the news—
behind—the—news business, were
able to give their readers blow—
by—blow account of what hoppened
thaot fomous night at the BMICH.
A remark thot was not reported
was the reply of one of [.R. s top
gides. *‘Not even the [Queen of
England or President Sodot con see
our FPresident Just [ke thet ... u
For their clumsy attempt to deny
that Ambassodor Wahab got ticked
off like any uppity vndergraduate
the Lake House bosses ore now
treated to cald glances by the big
men in the foreign ministry.

Agit-prop

That Bosten Reselution has raised
mere than a storm jn a tea-cup.
In true Maodison Avenue  fashion,
Minister  Anandatisse  de  Alwis,
Mr. Mass  Media, moay hire a
foreign PR firm to  lounch a
counter-offensive ogainst TULF  pro-
poganda abroad,

Meonwhile, the Foreign Office
will alsa be more careful in  hond!-

2

Ing visiting correspondents. One of
them, Trumbull of the N.Y. Times,
has  caused much emborrassment.
Apparently unnoticed by the Jocal
press but quite a talking point in
the DPL colony Is Trumbull's bull.
He has put into the mouth of JRf,
President of Sri lonka ond Chalr-
man of the non—aligned conference
the most extraordinary statement
ever attributed to @ non—aligned
tender. [R Is reported as saying
that anly the US oand USSR were
non—ualigned!

The FO says that the President
did not grant any Intervlews to
foreign pressmen during the ope—
week buresu meeting or just before
it. If the interview was held last
year or menths ago, why did
Trumbull wait so long to discover
that JR's ‘‘remark” was ‘‘news fit
to  print”. Incidentolly  Trumbull
has published some Interviews with
Afghan refugees in Pakistani camps.
A leading Pakistan/ paper has had
great fun with these ‘Interviews' in
Amerlca’s most  prestigious  journal,

| : |

Seven Sisters

'The United States Cong-
ress refused to accapt limmy :
| Carter’s energy package and |
to ration petrcl largely be- i
cause its members suspect |
that the present oil shortage |
is an artificial one, created
to jack up prices by che ‘
"'Seven Sisters” —the big big
oil campanies. Congress s
not alone in Its dark suspi-
cions. With the Tokyo
summit coming up and with
the Waorld Energy Conference
due nexc year, the present
| shortage will have maximum
| effect?

—Derek Davies

Ed, Far Eastern Econoamic Review.
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I News background

Mrs B looks to the Left?

oth the programme and tactics
Bof the SLFP have become
matters of intense debate by the
arty leadership in recent weeks.

nder the ‘transitional’ arrange-
ments, a policy committee of
which all MF's are ex-officio
members, has been drafting a
new constitution. lts  preamble
will be the basis of the party's
next manifesto. The preamble

is now before the party's politbura.

The discussien has acquired a
new urgency because of the party's
poor performance at the recent
polls. Whatever its public postures,
the leadership knows that the
results have left the rank-and-file
dispirited. More importantly. the
SLFP looks forward to the viliage
councils elections with nothing
like the self-confidence that should
normally accompany a party which
has rightly boasted that its true
electoral  strength is in  the
countryside,

After a partial recovery from the
demaralising luly 1977 drubbing,
the SLFP's immediate aim was (o
reorganize and revitalise the party
and freshen up lts image. But the
transitional arrangement did not
meet this need. On the contrary,
it only exacerbated latent Inner-
party tensions. Besides, its most

hopeful electoral calculation also
proved a grave misjudgment. The
SLFP had hoped that after 22

months of the UNP's ‘new economic
policies’, it would be the aute-
matic beneficiary of popular protest
at the first avallable opportunicy.

The rout of its erstwhile allles,
the ULF, in the city (but not.
significantly, in certain  provincial

bases) gave the SLFP a satisfaction
which was at best vicarious.

Satan’s return

Though increasingly acrimeonious
since the start of this year, the
internzl squabbles were nonethelass
confined to the leadership and
the centre in Colembe.

£a

Mrs. Bandaranaike

The wast majority of the SLFP's
near-twa million supporcers were
by and large untouched by these
feuds, But the preparation for
the May polls forced these into
the open and carried the bickering
to the provincial periphery. The
selection of districc  organisers,
the drawing up of party liscs, and
the campaign itself saw SLFP
veterans fighting ameng themselves,
and agafnst new-comers,

The village elections could make

matters warse by taking the
in-fighting at che top to the grass
roots.

While this in-fighting rages on
(one of the most furious sessions
of the PB took place in early June
when the usually mild-mannered
Deputy Leader aimed a fiery
artack at thase who had eriticised
him in his absence) the special
dilemma which faces Mrs. Bandara-
naike was evident in a serles of
minor events. As part of the
‘reorganisation’ exercise 0 was
felt that some ‘“‘unpopular’” or
“discredited” seniors should be
discreetly dumped or allowed to
hibernate, Furthermore, there
was the nesd to answer the
charge that there was a conscious
effort to protect the 'Bandaranaike
clan'.

While lictle is heard of Badiuddin,

TB Tennekoon, APl etc, two
persens  who  figured in  these
episcdes .are members of the
Bandzranaike clan, beth  ex—
Ministers, The third was also an

SLFP Minister and one—time party
secrcrary.

Over a hundred hard-core SLFP
supporters were summoned to a
meeting at Dompe but a conspleuous
absentec was the man wheo had
held the seat since [960, the
ene-man think-tank of the party,
Felix  Bandaranaike or  Satan
himself. Where's Felix? asked the
gathering before It dispersed, to
reconvene agaln . ... this time with
an invitation to the ex-Minister.

[n  Mirigama, the SLFP s
apparently in the throes of re
-organisation but without Mrs.

Siva Obeyesekera, the former
Health Minister. But things are
more than confusing to party men
because Mrs. Obeyesekera is very
active in the area, with her own
strong supporters flying che blue
banner.

After the elections, ex-Minister
Suriyaratchi virtually went ‘under-
ground’. Mo soaner posters were
put up for an SLFP rally recently
with him as a speaker, cthe Sinhala
newspapers (state—owned) published
extensive extracts from a Comm-
ission report in what was clearly
an orchestrated propaganda move.

Leftward look

With an unusual convergence of
views Dbetween the Old Guard
{Maitripala, TBI etc) and the youth
wing (key figure, Anura) there
was general agresment cthac the

party's program must be radical
and atcractive, expecially to che
new generation. The majority

view, supported by Mrs. Bandara-
naike, was that there could be
an understanding, if not alliance,
with the Left, both the Old and
the Mew. Boc Mrs. Bandaranalke
made it clear that it will have



to be without the ‘old' leaders
of the Old Left! An informal
contact was in fact made by a
brother of an SLFP FBE membear
with a CC member of the LSSP,
aformer frontbencher. LSSP sources
confirmed this fact bur added
“it was just a casual meeting.”

There was an interesting item
in the Lankadipa which said that
Maitripala Senanayake had crossed
swords with Stanley Tillekeratne
on the issve of Left Unity and

'Go it alone’. In a categorical
contradiction the next day Mr.
Senanayake said that no such

discussion had taken place in the
SLFP PB.
China line

The signatures of ex-Ministar
Kulatilleke, trade union leaders,
Alayl Moulana and Samarasena,
and two family members, Dr. M
Ratwatte and Mrs,  Iranganie
Ratwatte on a petition to the
President urging the recognition
of the Hem Samrin government
proved once more that foreign
policy is another major cayse of
internal division. At a press
conference, Mrs. Bandaranaike went
further than the official SLFP
statement on the Inde—China
issue, and came out unequivocally
supperting FOL POT.

Answering questions on this,
an S5LFP'er who had for many
years played a key rolejin party
affairs, especially foreign policy
-making, told the LG.: !

“"Outsiders see this asa debate

befween a pro-China group and
anti=China elements. This is a
distortion, and in my view, It

could even be a deliberate one to

divide the party. There is no
question of being anti=China.
Sri Lanka cannot be anti-China
and the SLFP never., The trouble

is that China has changed its
foreign policy. Any fool can see
that. It is China's sovereign
right of course. And who knows,
from their point of view, they
may be absclutely correct. But
China has swung so far pro-West
that the SLFP has to take account
of the consequences of following
a pro-China policy to the polnt
of antagonising others; that s,
to say, alienating ourselves from
the non-aligned and from pro-
gressive forces here.”

4

&. Does this mean that such
a policy would be an obstacle
to any understanding with the
Left, Old and MNew!

A: “Personally, | den't know
whether such an  alllance s
worthwhile but if it is, then the
answer is 'yes'. But | am more
werried about the serious consequ-
ences to the party. After all
the SLFP had a very strong
position on foreign pelicy. Se
did Mrs. Bandaranaike because of
the even-handed manner in which
she conducted her non-aligned
policy in the past. Today who
talks to the press about condem-
ning Russia on Crzechoslovakia etc
which is a fact but that was ten
years age, Yhen she omits te
mention the Chinese invasion of
Yietnam while supporting Pol Pot
then her credibility and inter-
national prestige 15 ruined. And
when | find her saying that she
decided to support Pol Pot after
reading Maleolm Caldwell, a Landon
University lecturer, then I feel that
that those who are advising her
are exposing her to ridicule.”

Q. But what of the local Left?

A. "The Old Left has taken 2
firm stand against the new China
policles.  Of the so—called ‘new’
lefe, Wijeweara, Vasudeva and the
other fellows whe seem to have
some kind of following are also pro-
Vietnam, pro-Cuba etc. The other
chaps don't amount to anything.
Just individuals or name-boards.
The SLFP can do without them
though a few of them may need
the SLFP for nomination, What
bothers me even more is that
the Chinese seem to be getting
fond of the UNP. Look at the trips
of Hameed and then Premadasa,
| fear thac the SLFP is foolshly
losing a great asset, its correct
foreign policy which was so
essential a part of its imageas a
democratic-socialist, progressive,
genulnely non-aligned party.”

Whatever the legal implications,
the transitional arrangement meant
in effect “All power to the party
Fresident”, The question is:
Will a party congress, If and when
it is held, resolve all these disputes
over leadership, program, tactics,
foreign policy ete?
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Behind the price hike...

Sheikh or US gas guzzler?

artoonists often play up to

popular prejudice. The able
Opatha of the Ceylon Daily Mirror
is no exception., The oil - sheik
is squeezing the life out of the
poor Third World, you and me.
Soon, our newspapers will be
crowded with letters, commentaries
even edltorials which make the

same slmple point :— The oil -
producer or OPEC, the Poor
World's FPublic Enemy No. L.,

How far [s this a true reflection
of the facts? s 1t net yet
anotherof those cunningly construc-
ted *iimages" (Prefabricated opin-
ions) projected on the screen of
our collective mind by the
contrallers of the global communica-
tions system, the western world
of which the ofl industry Is a
powerful arm?

In 1973 when the firet ‘oll
crisis’ took place, the giant oil
combines spent a cellosal sum in
a massive worldwide media blicz-
kreig. Out of this came a single,
striking image :- the greasy, money -
grabbing, high - spending oil sheik.
Evidently, the Image persists
everywhere in the world, Across
the US, the **greediest pil consumer"’
as Jurck Martin, US editor of the
Financial Times wrote recently,
the word *“Arab”™ has been
scrawled ' under the word “*STOP"
in almost every GO, 5TOP" sign.
Doesn't  this Image cloud our
thinking on a matter of Inter-
national sconomics which affects
our daily life, public and private
transport,  industry, consumer
prices, and our household budgets?

Trus, many a sheik has a fleet

of Rolls Royces and a harem,
invests in  property in Miami or
London's Belgravia, gambles in

Monte Carlo or the Playbey Club,

sezs  his millions in Swiss and
US  banks. His ostentatious ex-
travzgance s largely sustained
By ths ‘new’ wealth produced by
toc post - 1973 surge In ol
pric=s. il is the primary produce
of Bis country and the wealth

belcags to the people of thst

country. Ultimately, he will be
answerable to them — like the
Shah of lran, now minus his
Throne, a place to rest his regal

head and (it is said) his Queen-

True alse, the Third WWorld
was severely hit by the oil price
hike, Sri Lanka is an MSA, a
most seriously affected country. —
lts Impact on our balance of
payments, our national budget, and
our cost of living 15 a part of
everyday economics.

But is this the whole truth or
just a part of it presented in
such a manner that it completely
distorts our perception of what
has happened and Is happening!

{1} Qil is the primary produce of
a certain group of countries. What
is more it is a non - renewable
resource and the projections of
how long it will last in the case
of some countries began to cause
anxiety,

{2) Like many other commodities,
oil was under = priced, i. . while
the manufactured goods of the
industrialised nations (our imports)
raced ahead, the prices of primary
produce {our exports) lagged behind.

This ‘gap’ not only explains a
major feature of the world
economic  order ({the divisien

between rich and poor) but it is
one  of the Injustices agalnst
which the demand for a New
Internatianal Economic Order s
directed.

{3) Cheaply priced energy notonly
helped the economic growth of
the Industrialised countries and
the affluent living of the people
but their pateern of life (several
cars, half - empty planes, TV and
entertainment, the whole ‘bright
lights' soclety.

{4} Just like the other producers,
there was not much the ail =
producers could do to change
this situatlon because they were
not the true sovereign masters of
their own natural resources, or
if they were, prices were determined

by a world trading system (the
market) which was controlled aud
managed by the rich.

(5 By the present decade
however. the producers were
gradually taking command of their
resources (mainly, after socio -

political changes) and able to get
‘better deals’.

But 1973 was the historic
turning point. The oil producers
were able to do what the big
cansumers in most fields had been
doing — to act as a cartel. It is
this decisive, united action by
OPEC which struck fear in the
minds of the rich nations.
Firstly it was a direct attack on
their ecenomies, living standards
and pattern of life. Secondly, it
was a dangerous example to other

producers i, e. the developing
countries.
In the face of this critical

challenge to a once ‘stable’ economic
order and monetary system, the
rich nations took several counter -
measures such as the recpeling
exercise, the western banks using
the money to give massive loans
to the poor, arms sales, inflating
the price of their manufactured
goods, machinery and technelogy.

What was most important
however from a political
perspective was the tactic of
dividing the Third World bet-
ween non - oil and oil producing
nations.

Az Gamanl Corea observed in
his Manila report (L. G. lune I5)
not one single group of producers
has succeeded since Mairobi 1976
in negotiating a commaodity

agreement. Only rubber, out of
|2 items, has even advanced to
the stage of a negotiating
conference. While stubbornly

resisting any concessions, the Wasc
and Japan continue their procracted
war agiinst the oll - producer for

‘energy’ is their preoccupation,
An  important  part of  these
battle - tactics is to split tha

(Continned on page )



N ‘ L] L] ,
ew Crisis

he turmoil in Iran, the world's

cil exporter, led to the present
crisis, when supply fell short of
demand. But according to the
Petroleum InteIIEFen:e Waekly
(US), the shortfall is only about
4%, or less than 2 million barrels
a day. But this fact alone does
NOT explain the surge in prices
with exporters engaged in what
is called "a leap-frogging exercise'.

For many reasons, chlefly their
close political-economic links with
the US, Saudi Arabia and the
Shah were “moderating forces”
in OPEC, helping te hold down
prices, With an extra praduction
capacity of about 1.5 million bfd

the Saudis could easily improve
the supply situation. But they
will not do so. The Saudis feel

'betrayed” by a US thar sponsored
the separate peace between Egypt

Sheikh or...
(Conrinued from page 5}

Third World., Though it takes
different forms, this was the
tactic pursued at UNCTAD V, and
in the non — aligned movement
from Colombo 78 to Belgrade,
Colombo and on the way to
Havana.

This is not to say that the
poorer countries have no'special

case toj urge before OQOPEC.
They have. Though some oil
producers have sold petrol to

to some ‘poor’ buyers at conces-
sional rates and accommodated
them in. difficult circumstances
{5ri Lanka has been a beneficiary
both underthe previous government
and this) the problem of cushion-
ing the blow to those who can
least afford to pay these prices
remains, An lraqi proposal at
UNCTAD for a special Fund was
one remedial efforc.

Tet, the hardpressed Sri Lankan
bus traveller, clerk and taxldriver
must not identlfy himself {even if
our own mass madia injects this
prejudiced notion) with the hyste-
rical  California  gas - guzzling
automobile maniac who assaults the
filling - station attendant mistaking
him for Sheikh Yamani. @

6

and |srael. Kevin Done, Energy
correspondent of the F. T. noted
that the Saudi attitude has changed
after thelr “entry Into the ranks
of the militant Arabs that are
rejecting a peace treaty engineered
by the US"

“Why then, they ask' writes
loseph C. Harsch, chief commen-
tator of the Christian Science
Monitor, ‘“should they go on
protecting the Americans in thelr
oll  gluttony?"

This "gluttony' explains wh
if supply cannot be Increased,
demand cannet be curtailed a bic,
Though the [973 “panic” created
a moed for oil conservation, this
mood socon vanished, and US oil

consumption now  exceeds the
973 figure. What is more the
US, a big oil producer, imports

nearly halt its annual requirements
of & billien barrels, This rep-
resents 38% of total (non com-
munist) world production,

The US consumer pays a
dollar-a-gallon whereas consumers
In  other countries pay two or
three times as much. (In  Sri
Lanka, it is nearly 2 dollars),

While VVestern Europe and
Japan, after 1973, pegged down
consumption, the US did not.
US per capita consumption is

double Britain's, and 859, higher
than West Germany's or Japan's,
Transpertation (5034 of total con-
sumption in the US, bur 30% in
Western Europe) is a major factor.

In an article entitled *“Whera
the gas goes', Robert Ball (NS)
writes :

“To explain this we need look
no further than the prolific use
of the gas—guzzling American car
which, in some cases, is incapable
of even ten miles to the gallon.
This situation has been exacer-
bated by much less energy—intensive
surface public transport and near
—empty planes crossing the skies
of the continent in the name of
free competition.

"“Suppose the US were able,
‘at a stroke’, to reduce jts oil
consumption to the level of

Wast Germany. This would result
In & saving of around 8 m.

barrels per day and enable the
US to become nearly self-suffi-
clent in ofl producion again. The
effect on the world oll market
would be immense since this
saving would be equivalent to
the entire oll production of Saud|

Arabia. Since the oil market is
a cartel, whether prices wouid
fall would depend on whether
the oil-producing nations could

agree among themselves to share
the necessary production cuts.
The world would, at least, bo
sure of stable prices and secure
supplies in the short-to-medium
~term."

Since the world supply | demand
gap Is small, the surge in prices
has been encouraged by another
facter. The US majors have been
playing the ‘spot market' (the non-
contract, cash market), Though
the spor market accounts for only
a small part of world crude trade,
it only needs, writes Kevin Done
“a small change from surplus to
shortage to send spot prices shoot-
ing ahead.” US Energy Secretary
Schlesinger has accused “'profit-
hungry™ US oil firms of playing this
market and sending contract oil to
Retterdam, a major centre of cash
~on-the—spot oil brokers.

Whereas other western countries
and Japan have taken some correc-
tive measures at home, the US has
failed to do so because “politics
has interfered” notes Joseph C.
Harsch, adding “‘government in
Washington is blocked at evary
turn by public epinion. Congress,
from fear of reprisals at the polls, |
has refused to permit price ration-
Ing or coupon rationing.”

Mr. Carter's "de-control' mea-
sure would mean windfall profits
for the oll giants but he wants to
place a special tax on them. As
Carter's chances of re-election get
bleaker each menth according to
the opinion polls, his chief critics
(Connally, Kennedy etc) attack him
from all sides. The oil lobby and
the Jewish lobby, for different
reasans, keep anti-Arab feeling
high. According to a Gallup poll,
77%, of the US public do not know
the ABC of the "energy crisis''!



Models

Will politics and foreign
policy follow  economics?
Singapore continues to inspire us

and influence official thinking.
Though a move to join ASEAN
was dropped (JR's India-centred
thinking has been a major aspect
of his basic intellectual outlock
throughout his political career).
It is possible that Sri Lanka's
foreign policy may be ‘Aseanized’
after the September summit re-
lieves Sri Lanka of the respons-
ibilitles and constraints of non-
aligned chairmanship.

The 'Sun’ now reports that a
tough new law on terrorism and
separatism has been influenced
by legislation in lIreland and
Singapore, (A curlous combina-
tion, to say the least). The new
law, says the same report, will
replace that which proseribed
the so-called Tiger movement.
Meanwhile the CRM has drawn
attention to the following:

and new

laws

{a) that the present law can
be used to ban any organisa-

tion.
{b) there is no provision for
any organisation to be given a

hearing before it is banned.

(c) it would be illegal for such
a body to protest against or
ask for a hearing.

(d) the law s applicable to
any other organisation ‘substan-
tially  similar’ to  proscribed

organisation even if the former
is not formally banned.

(¢) there is NO protection in
the law for persons detained for
up to one Yyear.

Meanwhile the Sinhala Maha-
jana Peramuna has called for a
Lan on the TULF, the main

parliamentary opposition party.
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‘ International news

Salt 2

s an oft—quoted
Asaying has it, a journey of
a thousand miles starts with a
single step. Mo enchanted admi-
rer of socialism or Soviet power,
Senatar Moynihan, former Harvard
professor and ambassador,
expressed much the same idea
when he responded to SALT 2.
It was *'a process' he said and
therefore *“imported. This s
probably the best commeonsense
approach to the Treaty signed
on June [B by Mr. Carter and
Mr. Brezhnev,

If SALT 1  was the first
cautious step, SALT 2 js a much
larger stride. The avowed goal
of this superpower expedition in
detente is an end to the awesome
arms race as the necessary foun-
dation fer disarmament and world

peace. In that extended and
curcuitous Journery Salt 3, 4, and
50 on will doubtless stand ‘as

landmarks on the way.

Third World observers who do
not exclude themselves from the
discussion in the instant or hurried
belief that the issue  jcself
is far too removed frem ctheir
own concerns may be ‘put off
also by the arcana of strategic
arms, the technological complex-
ity of the ongoing debate and
the intricacies of idiom. The es-
sential achievement of this Treaty
which places both quantitative and
qualitative limits on superpower
arsenals and the future produc-
tion of offensive weapons  was
neatly summed up by the U. 5.
Arms Control Association (ACA).
It said that the Vienna Treaty
was “of historic importance because
it is the first in the nuclear age
to require the dismantling, without
replacement, of deployed, offens-
ive nuclear weapons"

Naturally there was some doubt
and apprehension on both sides.
Echoes of this may yer be heard
In the US Senate soon. On the
US side it was largely a ques-
tion of verification, a fear aggra-

B

vated by the recent loss of US
monitoring stations in Iran (L. G.
Vol.2, No |. May I). The USSR
feared that the US may slip
through the provisions of the
Treaty by arming its allies. But
It is safe to assume that a2 tough

and tortous exercise that took
nearly s=even vyears, with both
participants  marshalling  their

finest expertise, has resolved all
the mojor issues invaolved. In
any case, any resldual doubts
were cleared In a give—and — take
just before Vienna, notably on
the US Cruize misstles and the
Soviet ‘Backfire Bomber'.

Detente is the political under-
pinning of this Treaty which has
been tirelessly sought by three
US administrations (Nixon, Ford
and Carter) and has atcracted
the dedicated labours  of
Mr. Brezhnev. In the realms of
realpolitik in particular, nothing
cements such agreements more
firmly than  mututal interest.
Both have an interest in reduc-
ing the risks of what Mr. Brezh-
nev called ‘the ultimate catas-
trophe’, the terror under which
the whole world lives, Secondly,
both can save national resources
now devoured by a monstrous
and sometimes lunatic arms race
—resources that can be used for
the benific of their own peoples,
and hopefully for the benefit of
others,

Of course, mutual interesr |s
reinforced by mutual respect and,
in a world divided by ideological
and other conflicts, this often
means a shared perception of
equal strength. The Treaty puts
the seal on strategic parity or
what Dr. Kissinger was fond of
calling ‘essential equivalence’.

Engaged in the gigantic and
arducus task of nation — building
and  development, the poor
countries have a profound stake
in a tension—free environment.
If the extension and consolidation
of detente ensures the lessening
of tensions it would help these
countries to attend to their own
endeavours in less uncongenial
conditions.

US displeasure
Grenada

f the four countries which

sought nonaligned member-
ship, Grenada hasa new govern-
ment installed after a popular
revelt ended the regime of Eric
Gairy, a comic—opera  dictater
now reportedly mobilishing mer-
cenaries in  the US for 2
‘tounter—coup’.

“We may be a little country
buc we are in nobody's backyard™
said Ambassador Kendrick Radix
who was here for the N-A
coordinating  bureau  meeting.
the Ambassador was in fact quot-
ing a favourite pharse of his

leader, Prime Minister Maurice
Bishop.

Asked about the sltwation in
Granada, Ambassadar Radix

drew attention to a public state-
ment made by Mr. Bishop on
an open  American  threat of
‘economic destabllisation’ if Gre-
nada follows a policy of friend-

ship with Cuba. It is the maost
blatant attempt at interference
in internal affairs he said.

The US Ambassador made
a  simple  peint. Grenada's
import bill iz 32 millisn dellars
while its  export income lase

year was only about |3 million.
Much of the balance, he had
added, was made up by tourism-US

tourists, Later Ambassador Ortjz
made the same point to Prime
Minister Bishop and then he
handed the Premier a typed

stacement of his observations,
The Prime Minister quoted what
he called the “relevant secrion'

at the rally. It went :
“Although  my  government
recognises your concern over

allegations of a possible counter

=coup, it also believes that jt
waould not be in the best
interests of Grenada to seek
assistance from a country such
as Cuba to forestall such an
attack. We would view with

displeasure any tendency on the
part of Grenada to develop closer
ties with Cuba”,



US and non - alignment

by A. W. Singham

here have been many explana-
Ttic:ns of the United States’
foreign policy towards the nations of
the Third World. OCne of the most
neglected aspects has been the
religlous basis of American foreign
policy, especially that of protestant
Christianity. The most recent
example of the influence of religlon
en U.5. foreign pelicy is to be
found in President Carter’s reaction
to the non-aligned movement and
especially to the presence of Cuba
in such a movement. It is not
accidental that every American
administration since World War
Il has always sought a higher moral
law to justify Its attitude towards
communism and non-alignment.
Thus, Christian morality has become
an integral part of the political
rhetoric of the nation and hence
must be taken seriously In any
understanding of American foreign
policy.

The most dominant religous
tradition within the United States
is that of protestant Christianity.
Wichin this tradition there are at
least three tendencies that have
been influential in determining
American foreign policy, the first
being that of fundamentalism, the
second that of neo—orzhodoxy, and
the third that of the tradition of
the soclal gospel. The fundamenta-
list view aof the world has been
quite important throughout
American political history as the
fundamentalists are responsible for
the belief that the primary task of
the American government is to
Srimg Christ to the nations, It
w=z zssumed that once the heathen
was exposed to the Word of the
Lor= b= would be converted and
&= c=ld then become a social and
moral egual and enter the Kingdom
of God

Howsver, if the heathen was
exposed o the Word and then
procesded o reject it, he faced
permansent damnation and  hell,
This partizily explains John Foster
Dulles” view of the non-aligned or
neutral nations. He could not
understand how those who had

been exposed to Western civiliza-
tien, especially at Oxford Universicy,
and those who had accepted aid
from the West, could proceed to

clalm that they were above or
cutslde of cthe conilict between
the free world and communism.

For him and many American foreign
policy makers, one was elther for
us or against us; you were either
a cowboy or an Indian.

Protestant fundamentalism,
incidentally, has been the basis of
the strange alliance between the
Democratic South and the
Republican Mid—VVest, The
fundamentalists found it difficult,
and continue to find it difficult, to
accept the notlon that the global
community is a constantly evolving
comunity where there are changes
and transformations which are far
beyond the simple dichotomy
between the good guys and the
bad guys.

There is another tradition which
has also influgnced American
foreign policy and chact is normally
associated with the Democratic
administrations, namely, that of
protestant neo-orthodoxy. Unlike
the fundamentalists, they were
willing to allow for soma kind
of a plural werld society as long as
it remained within the framework
of Western European civilization.
They saw the nations of Africa,
Asia, and Latin America as bein
essentially economically bal:kwarg
nations which had to ke
cransformed to become modern
or Western with considerable
foreign investment and the [n-
troduction of ¥YWestern institutions.
They alse provided the moral
foundation for the attitudes of the
nation towards the communist
world, For them, communism, and
particularly Stalin, was the Anti-
Christ himself.

The real danger of the Soviet
Unien for many was not that it
was an Eastern oligarchic power,
but ratherthat it was an aberration
of Western civilization. Hence,
they viewed the non--aligned world
as being zomprised essencially of

A Sri Lankan scholar who |
taught political science in Guyann
and at Howard TUniversity,
Washington. Professor A. W.
Singham Is now attached to the
. M. Imstitute of Training and
Research, N. Y. He is the author
of “The Now-Aligned Movement
in World Politfes™

naive nations because they viewed
sacialism and communism as possible
alterpatives  for cheir internal
economic  structures. The neo—
orthodox tradition insisted that in
the twentieth century there was
a need for a grand moral crusade
against the evil forces of communism
manifesting icself in the form of
the Soviet Union and later Chlna,
although China seems to be
increasingly acceptable to this
tradicion. This cradiclon in Ameri-
can foreign polley is represented
by  individuals like  Arthur
Scholesinger Jr., McGeorge Bundy,
Henry Kissinger, and more recently
by Brezinski and Samuel Huntington .

There isa third tradition in the
United States that fell into great
disrapute during the period of
the Cold War namely that of the
social gospel, The social gospellers
had no real influence on L. S.
foreign policy and thelr greatest
influence was in domestic policy,
This tradition influenced much of
the humane labour legislation during

the Mew Deal period. Unlike
fundamentalism and neo-orthodoxy,
the social gospellers were not

pathologically afrald of socialism or
communism but were quite willing
to engage In a dialogue with
socialists or communists.  They
found chemselves gradually losing
their base in the white churches
but there was a great revival of the
social gospel cradition in  Black
churches during the 1960's,

Therefore, it was not accidencal
that the late Rev. Marcin Lucher
King began, during the later part

(Confinued on page 2r)
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Bhikkhus in revolt (3)

Buddhist
movement

by Kumari Jayawardena

Sectiuns of Buddhist monks have
always responded to  mass
movemants in thE CDI.I'FIIF}" and Lo
natlonalist and liberation struggles
abread, From the |B30's —when
the French-speaking, thagama
Ratnapala Unanse allegedly tried
to interest the French in suppore-
ing a mevement to drive out the
British —rto a period one hundred
years |ater when bhikkhus wers
influenced by nationalism, social-
lsm and werking—class struggles,
Buddhist monks have participated
in sacizl and political movemencs,
often In the face of opposition
from conservative elements of the
Sangha and lairy.

Being the religlon of the major-
ity, in a situation of colonial
domination, Buddhism has bsen
closely interwoven with dissident
movements and with the struggles
of the working people of the
country, During upsurge of urban
working-class activity, bhikkhus
and Buddhist activists have been

drawn inte these movements;
this was in contrast to the
Christian churches in colonial

Sri Lanka, which not only generally
supported foreign rule, but also
sided with the employers during
periods of working-class unrest.
The ‘outside’ support and |eader-
ship of the early strikes in Sri
Lanka came from some of the
leaders of the Buddhist educational
and temperance movements whase
progressive outlook enabled them

to ally themselves with the
struggles of the Colombo
warking—class. For example, the

first trade union formed In 1593
during the strike of printers,
had the Buddhist ‘agitater’, A.
E. Buuitjens (Principal of Anan-
da College) as its Secretary, and
many active Buddhists like €,

]

radicals

the

and

Labour

Blikiche Udukandawela Soranankara with Selina Perera, Vernon Gunasekara,
Dr. N. M. Perera & M. A, L. Bracegirdle {a planter whom the colonial
Guveriment teied ta deport for hiv Lefrwing agitational aetivities in 5571

Don Bastian (a journalist) and
Martinus C. Perera {a lay prea-
char) spoke at meetings of the
strikers.

Again, the railway workers who
went on strike in 1912 were
helped financially and otherwise
by Anagarika Dharmapala and
Woalisinha Harischandra, who
organised a mass meeting of the
strikers in the grounds of Maha-
bodhi College In  Maradana,
Dharmapala  congratulated  the
workers for their militancy and
said that the railway strike had
afforded “unmistakeable proof of
the national spirit among the
Sinhalese™. To  the  Buddhisc
radicals, warking-class agitation
was clearly a facet of the anti-
colonial struggle, and it therefore
received the support of this sec-
tion of the Buddhlst movement,

The trade union leader of tha
twenties, A. E. Goonesinha who
lad the country's graat upsurge

of unionism, including the general
strike (1923), the harbour strike
(1927} and the tramway strike
{1929), as well as the demand for
swaraj and universal suffrage, was
also a product of the Buddhist
movement; he had been educated
at Dharmaraja College and had
come under the influence not only
of Anagarika Dharmapala, but
also of severalforeign theosophists
and radicals. In the strikes and
other trade union strugzles which |
united Sinhala, Tamil and Malay-
ali workers, Goonesinha had the
support of some bhikkhus who
even spoke at strike meetings;
moreover  bhikkhus ke Boose
Dhammarakhita and Udakanda-

wela 3iri Saranakara used to
contribute articles to the ‘Swara)’,
2 political  journal edited dy
Goonesinha and P. Givendrasinghe.
Inspired no doubt, by his temper- -
ance background, Goonesinha also
used to make the strikers take
a pladge of abstinence from aleshol,



He was moreover, one of the
campaigners for the restoration
of Buddha Gaya to Buddhist control

a2nd in thls connection, visited
India several times.

Like many in the Buddhist
movement, Goonesinha had links

with foreign progressive movements
including the British Labour Party
and Trades Unjon Congress: he
wrote frequently on the Indian,
Irish,  Egyptian and Chinese
struggles and welcomed the end
of Czarism in Russia in 1917,
Hewever it is significant to note
that for a pericd Goonesinha was
internationalist in outlook and in
a speech to Australian  seamen
(who had joined the Colombeo
harbour strike)] he stated thac
the working-class recognised no
racial, religious, linguistic or caste
differences. But Goonesinha dras-
tically changed his policies during
the economic depression of the
garly thirties, succumbing to the
incubus  of communalism. What
had started as a democratic,
progressive movement  became
stuck in the mire of communal
politics and Sinhala chauvinism,
invelving the workers of Colombo
In retrograde actions against Tamil

and Malayali sections of the
working=-class,

Bhikkhus and the Left
Movement

The Left movement which
developed in Sri Lanka in the

1930%s, was not devold of Buddhist
influences. Many of the early
leaders of the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party like Dr. N.M. Perera, Philip
Gunawardena and Dr. 5. AL
Wickremasinghe were from Buddhist
families and had studied at schools
run by the Buddhist Theosophlcal
Society. In these schools, (in con-
trast to missionary schools), patrio-

tism and npatlonalist  attitudes
were actively fostered and the
students were made aware of
anti—imperialist struggles abroad
—a=zpecially the [ndian national
mowement.

In the years after the forma-
tion of the Lanka Sama Samaja
Farzy in 1935, severai bhikkhus

=w nothing incompatible between
Beddhism and socialism, and spoke
in fewour of the new party.
These included Balangoda Anan-

da Maitreiya, who =2pproved
both of the anti—imperialist stand
of the party and its attack on
class privilege, MNaravila
Dhammaratana who expressed
radical ideas In articles regularly
written for che ‘Silumina’, and
Dumbara Palitha, an LSSP mem-
ber who worked among the pea-
santry, However, the most out-
standing political monk of the
period was WUdakandawela Siri
Saranankara. Born in 1902, Sara-
nankara went to India as an
acolyte of Anagarika Dharmapala
in 1921 and joined Santiniketan,
where he came into contact with
Tagore and the Bengali renais-
sance movement; he was also
associated  with the Indian
national movement which was
particularly militant in Bengal and

with Bengali communists, While
in India he contributed articles
on the Indian struggles to the

Sinhala journal ‘Swaraj'. Saranan-
lara was ane of the first bhikkhus
to clash with prominent Sri Lanka

politicians, In 1922, when the
unofficials  in  the Legislative
Council had walked out as a

protest against gavernment polic-
ies, Saranankara sent a strong
letter to T. B. Panabokke, the
Kandyan member, saying that his
refusal to join the walk—out was
a disgrace to those Kandyans
who had risen in revelt against
the British. Panabokke replied
sharply that he was loyal te the
King Emperor and that Saranan-
kara—a wolf in sheep's clothing—

wias no credit to  either the
Buddha or Tagore.
In 1931, Saranankara jolned

the Caleutta City College and
became its student union leader,
He was closely watched by the
police because of his anti—British
activities and was arrested and
jalled in Calcutta; whilein prison
he met Subhas Chandra Bose,
the Indian Natlonal Congress
leader, as well as members of the

Communist movement. On his
release he was banned from
Bengal and lived in Benares up

to [936, when he returned to
S5ri Lanka and joined the newly-
formed LSSP. He was saon active
in many battles against conser-
vative '|::u::n[Fl:i|::i:msf using the
temple sermon as a method of
propagating socialist ideas, He

wrote a book enticled * Why
Sri Lanka needs Sama Samajism",
which occasioned a reply (in 1938)
frem Piyadasa Sirisena entitled
*Cammunist Falsehoods’,

VWhen the LSSP split in 1940,
Saranankara joined the Communist
gruup—and presided over the
irst meeting of the Communist -
led Ceylon Trade Union Feder-
ation in [940. He was in jail
for the second time from 1942 to
1944, being sentenced t two
years imprisonment for a seditious
speech made at Tiranagama. In
later years Saranankara became
the  Vice-President of the
Communist Party, was active in
the post—war peace movement
and received the prestigious Lenin
peace prize,

The impact of Indian national-
ism and socialism was also very

evident among other militant
young monks. Several of them
had studied in India, including

Maravila Dhammaratana, Kota-
hena Pannakitti and Bambar-
ende Siri Sivali who were at
Benares and Walpola Rahula
who was at Calcutta, These bhik-
khus were active in Indian poli-
tics; for example, Saranankara
mentions a hartal and large anti-
imperialist procession in Benares
during the early thirties, in which
bhikkhus  Maravila Dhamma-
ratana and Mapitigama Sangha-
rakkita participated. Some of
the younger monks in Sri Lanka
were also influenced by radical
Indian bhikkhus, the best known
being Ananda Kausalyana and

Rahul  Sanskrityana (later a
member of the Indian Commu-
nist Farty) who were at the

Vidyalankara Pirivena, Kelaniya in

the 1940°s. This pirivena became
the centre of the most sensat-
onal

upsurge of left-wing politi-
cal activity which took place in
the immediate post—war years
among 3 section of the young
bhikkhus.

MEXT: The Vidyalankara
Revalt
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Foreign service (4)

Career conflicts

by A. Wiswa Warnapala

rima Minister Sirima Bandara-
Pnaﬂce stated that “‘ic will be
a primary obligation of the dip-
lomatic missions to  pursue the
possibilities of trade promotion
to thelr utmost with a vlew to
maximising our earnings of forelign
exchange and reducing our trade
deficits with wvarious countries.
In addition te trade promotion,
it will be essential that our
economic ventures, such as joint
participation  local  investment,
should be explored to the hilt,

“Similarly, new sources of economic
assistance or continuation of ex-
Isting lines of asslstance should be
pursued. These would [nclude
forms of credit, grants of equip-
ment, technical exchanges and
avenues for specialised train-
ing abroad", The recognition of
the importance of trade promao-
tion, in fact, gave birth to the
view that certain Missions need
to be converted Into trade posts.

The appeointment of officers
representing interests of different
Ministries and Departments such
as Information, Planning, Trade
and Commerce, Education and
Tourism interfered with the fun-
ctional comprehensiveness  and
the careerism of the Overseas
Service, and this, in varied form,
resulted in certain dysfunctional
consequences. The conflicts bet-
ween the Overseas Service
Officers and the Commercial
Officers have arisen as a result
of the development of a compare-
mentalisation of functions, The
trade promotion work expected

of the career officers in the
Overseas Service has not been
defined although  they were

required to undertake those duties
in Missions to which Commercial
Secretaries have not been posted.

The suggestion, therefore, has
been made that the courses
avajlable in Geneva for the

12

officers of the Department of
Commerce should be made availa-
ble to the career officers as well,
Another suggestion s to Include
a paper in International Econom-
ics for both First and Second De-
partmental Examinations. Though
the amalgamation of the Overseas
and the Commercial Service has
been proposed, this is resented
by the Overseas Service because
such a scheme was sure to inter-
fere with postings and prometion
within the career service,

Several criticisms can be made
involving the functioning of this
cadre of officers. Though they
enjoy diplomatic privileges and a
rank In the Mission, they cannot

be entrusted with certain cate-
gories  of diplomatic functions
such as political matters and

other questions treated as secret.
Above all, the Commercial Secret-
aries, irrespective of their diple-
matic rank, will noc be called
upon to function in the capacity
of a Chargede affairs ad interim,
This, therefore, meant that Comm-
erclal officers enjoy a ‘secondary
diplomatic status,” which, in many
a Mission, resulted in eonflicts
between the two types of officers,
The reason was that they were
not treated as member of the
Overseas Service, and in 974,
several of the memoranda zent to
the Ministry of Defence and Foreign
Affairs at the request of Tissa
Wileyeratne, the Additlenal Sec-
recary of the Ministry, advocated
the extension of this recognition.

The charge has been made that
Overseas Officers adopt hostile
attitudes to the Commercial Seec-
rataries who have been seconded
frem the Department of Com-
merce. Some of the members
of the Overseas Service take the
view that the appointment of
Commercial Secretaries to Missi-
ong need to be abandoned, and
their criticism Is that this work

The scramble for ‘good l
foreign posts, political patro-
nage, clannisimess, and snobb-
ery, servility to the West and
alienation  from their own
ethos, bedevil the Foreien |
Service says Dr. A. Wiswa |
Warnapala, Head of the Depar- |
fment of Political Science,
Peradeniya, In the final part
of this paper, Dr. Warnapa-
la will camment on the pro-
blems of reform and reor-
ganisafion.

could be handled by the members
of the Overseas Sarvica. They
state that In the case of certain
stations the work is confined to
an Inquiry, complaint or a letter,
Monthly trade report, they alleged,
is prepared on the basis of
newspapers and crade bulletins.
Another argument is that negoti-
ations are done by businessman
themselves, and the officials of
Departments and corporations.

In regard to the socialist coun-

tries, the criticism is made cthat
trade on the basls of bilatera
arrangements does not demand

appointment of Commercial Sec-
retarles because no trade prom-
otion Is required in such countries.
This view has been contested on
the ground that negotiations and
the administration of macters re-
lating to bilateral agreements too
need constant  artentjon, Such
criticisms of the Commercial Sec-
retaries  have been highlighted
with a view to maintain  the
exclusiveness of the Oversess
Service which sees o wisdom
elsewhere except in  their own
ranks,

Another complaint of the Trade
Officers was the unavailability of
funds for travelling and this was
particularly true in the case of
Missions  with accreditation o
number of countries. The need
to convert the Trade Missions - Pra-
gue, Bombay, Sydney and Kara-
chehi-to the status of Consulates
General cum Trade Commissioner
has been emphasised in the fast
few years and such a move, it



was thought, would facilitate the

discharge of cerrain  consular
functions. The Ministry of Defen-
ce and Foreign Affairs, because

of its view that censular functions
constitute an integral aspect of
the domain of the caresr diplomac,
refused to sanction this change
in the case of the four trade
Missions.

Two alternatives could be sugges-
ted to improve the position.
The absorbeion of the trade service
into the ranks of the diplamatic
service could minimise the fric-
tion between the two types of
officers. Another form of Impro-
ving the effactiveness of crade
promotion is to choose, at the
point of recruitment, a set  of
officers who could be trained in
specialist work of this nature,
The attempt o enlist  the
services of experts from outside
the career service, men and
women highly skilled, trained and
experienced jn the  world of
trade, was met with hDSLHI'L}I' fram
the cadre of the Commercial
Secretaries. The realisation of the
need to establish trade missions
instecad of embassies demands a
change in che nature and func-
tioning of the cadre of Commer-
cial Secretarjes.

A transfer from one Mission to
znother, without a period of
service In Sri Lanka before the
next posting is undertaken, has
been criticised because the im-
mebility of the kind gave the
Overseas Officers the opportunity
to serve overseas during thelr
entire tenure of office. This,
apart from the frustration which
it created in the minds of the
officers who were expected to
recurn o Sri Lanka after the
completion of their tour of duty,
encouraged the inculcatien of
attitudes and ethos alien te the
masses of the people, resulting
in their failure to appreciate the
aspirations of the people. Another
issue  related to  this was the
manner in wiich a certain group
aof officers—those officers who were
acceptable to the regimein power—

successfully retained the bettsr
stations among cthemselves for
lang pericds of time. The less

favoured officers in the Overseas
bureaucracy had to be satjsfied
with stations of no significance,

The availability af English schoals
for children, the presence of
relatives employed in the country
of assignment, the climate of the
country, the availability of freer

shepping facilities, the social and
recreational facilicies, the arrival
of more VYIPs to the particular

cicy and a host of similar con-
siderations motivated most of the
Overseas bureaucrats to remain in

the English speaking countries
and in some Asian capitals. The
socialist countries, the Middle

East and the African states were
cansldered difficult stations because
most of these places did not offer
the same apportunicies,

The non-diplomatic officers, wha
serve as a vical segmant of the
apparatus of the Overseas Missi-
ons, needs to be discussed
because certain characteristics of
this class of officers helped in the
analysis of the roles of the career
officers of the Owverseas Service,
According to the Overseas 3Service
Minute, these officers, boch clerical
cum executive officers and the
minor employees, came within
the categories Class B and C,

These officers, who are selec-
ted on the basis of an interview
by the Minister of Defence and
Foreign Affairs, are posted to a
Mission to serve a period of
four years. The training, which
they recelve at the Ministry, is
confined to two or three weeks,
the lack of a good training has
been compensated by the recruit-
ment of clerical officers working
in the Ministry of Defence and
External Affalrs. Such officers who
fall wichin che category of Grade V
of the Owverseas Service, have
been designated as Chief Clerk,
Clerk Grade | and || and this form
af characterisation, it has heen
peinted out, is not followed in
other countries. Such designations
have been used in order ro
equate his position in the Missi-
on with that of his in the public
service, Since such  designations
do not fit into the diplomatic
nomenclature, the suggestion has
been made cthat these officers
should be given the designation
of Attaches. Any such changs in
the designation involves a revis-
ion of the benefits and privileges,

(Cantinued on Page 21)
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Politics

A Marxist review

Nationhood (4)

Myths

by Chintaka

Myth 19. The struggle fora
separate nation - state on the
part of the Tamils is detrimen-
tal to the class struggle of the
Lankan proletariat and therefore
should be opposed.

Objectively the Tamil people's
struggle is directed against the
ruling class and jts state apparatus,
whlcﬁ Is the main foe of the
country's working masses. Lenin
and the Bolsheviks utilized national
liberation struggle of the oppressed
natlons within the old Russian
Empire to disintegrate the Tzarisc
autocracy. Lenin was thus able to
merge these democratic currents
with the general question of soclal
transformation and the struggle
against the existing state power.
T%ms, the national liberation strug-
gle of the Tamils should be
viewed not as running counter to,
but rather as an integral part of
the Lankan socialist revolution and
the Tamil people must be considered
a vital ally of the Sinhala working
class, which should rgach out not
only to ‘*its own' peasantry buc
alto to the oppressed Tamil
nation.

Especially pertinent here are the
views of Marx on the |Irish
Questlon. He held that only the
national liberation of the oppressed
nation enables natlenal divisions
and antoganisms o be avercome
and permits the working class of
both nations to fight against thelr
common  enemy, capl‘tai]sm. On
the other hand the oppression of
another nation helps to reinforce
the ideological hegemony of the
bourgeoisie over the workers in the
oppressing nation, "An}r nation
that oppresses another forges
its own chains.” The emancipa-
tion of the oppressed nation
however, weakens the economic,
palitical, military and ideological
bases of the dominating class in
the oppressor nation. Thus Marx

4

and realities

saw the liberation of Ireland as a
precondition for working class
emancipation in England. In Sri
Lanka today, where the working
class is a numerical minerity, this
is even truer.

20. The main danger today
is Fascism and the task of
progressives is to unite all
forces including the Tamils in
a broad front against its threat,
Therefore any emphasis on the
‘national question’ would be
misplaced and divisive.

True, the threat is there and
it is very real indeed, but history
(especially that of Nazi Germany)
proves that racism is the forarunner,
the first manifestation of fascism.
As the crisis of capitalism deepens
the bourgeoisie resorts increasing|y
to raclsm In order to dilute and
divert class consciousness. Chauvi-
nism suffuses the petty bourgeoisie
which the rullng class deploys as
its chief instrument in the counter-
revoluclonary  offensive. Lenin
pointed out that ““the socio economic
conditions engendering the pecty
proprietor impart special stability
to one of the most deeprooted
of petty bourgeois prefudices,
namely prejudices of naclonal
egoism, of national narrow minde-

dness," (Collected Works Vol 31).
Even the working class. and
specially its backward segments,

are not immune from the contagion.
*Implanted among the workers,

it poisons the atmosphere and
spreads noxious ideas of mutual
mistrust  and aloofness  among

warkers of different nationalicies"®
warns Stalln.  Therefore it is
Imperative to struggle againsc
majority (i. e. Sinhala) chauvinism
and champion internationalist soli-
darity with the Tamil people, if
one is to struggle successfully
against fascism, not least since
the Morth could well function as
a ‘rearguard’ and liberated zone'

In the context of such a struggle.

2l. The Tamil Leftists should
oppose the struggle for separa-
tion.

On the contrary the rtask of
the Tamil Marxists is to gradually
wrest the hegemony of the national
movement from the hands of the
present vacillating leadership and
bring about leftwing hegemony
instead, while utilizing the national
struggle to actlvate and radicalize
the otherwise dormant Tamil
easantry, Combating the par-
Eamentarist myths still prevalent,
the Tamll Marxists should adopt
the United Front tactic of unity
and struggle (contentlon and
colluslon) with the TULF leadership.

They should struggle for ths
establishment of an independent
soclalist state. On ne account

should they stand apart from the
ongolng struggle because this would
ensure their political isolation and
guarantee bourgesis hegemony of
the npational mavement. In the
case of Bangladesh, it Is precisely
this that occurred.

11, Championing the right of
self —-determination of the Tamils
will isolate the Left from the
Sinhala masses. Therefore, it

is impracticable and impolitic
to do so.
From its very inception the

Bolshevik party was the staunchest
advecate of the right of secession
of the oppressed nations within
the Tzarist empire. This was in
a context where the non-Russian
papulation cutnumbered the Russzian
population by 57% to 43%! It s

blindingly obvious however that
the Bolsheviks were not as a
consequence  isolated from the
Russian working <lass and poor
peasantry. On the other hand,
it was the Liberal Democratic

Cadet party which opposed the
“division of the country" and the
Mensheviks who were also against
secessjion.  Ourcflanked, and out -
manceuvered by che Bolsheviks
they found themselves isolated from
the Russion proletariat, Likewise,

(Continued on Poge 21)
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Which way for the

(10) Democratic National Front

Mr. G. 1. D. Dharmasekaras began his political career as

a student at Vidyalankara campus in the early

‘65, As

a member of the C.P. (Moscow) he was a Key figure in

the Lanka MNaticnal
of the Students’ Council,

Students’

Union, and was President

He broke away {rom the C.P.,

unsuceessfully attempted to form his own politicel organiz-

ation, and joined Wijeweera
difterences he parted company with
formed the Motherland Protection Organization. In
“run" he
with
With the lifting
in December
1977 polls.

after several vyears on the
custady in  connection
Embassy in March 1971,
gency, he was released
Beruwala at the
Democratic Mational Front
muna) formed after his

Gamini Dissanaike.

Q: At the ‘77 General Elections
you coutested the Beruwala scat on
the ULF ticket. What led rto yvour
subsequent split with the ULF?

A; The ULF comprised the
LSSP, CP and PDP. With that
Frent we only entered inte a
no - contest pace for cthe polls,
and did not approve of its
programme  which included its

political philosophy. lts political
foundation was aimed at a united
struggle to safeguard the democratle
rights of the masses who opposed
the comprador UNP and the
right - wing of the SLFP which
was in a dominant position then.

O3 One of the criticisms  you
cousistently level against the “OM
Left™ is thot of cultural alienaiiou
of ity Westernized  leadersiip.
Would it be correet to state fhat
a distinctive feature of your politics
is the attemp! fo tntegrate organi-
eally with the masses by rmying 1o
linke **tradition” and “revolution'?

A:  Because the 'Old Left” move-
ment was rooted in politics that
was divorced from the cultural
heritage it failed to win mass

At present  he
(Prajatantrawadi
release.

in 196%. Duc to political
the J¥P in 1969 and
1974,
was  taken into
attuck  on  the U.5,
of the Emer-
1976 and contested

leads the
Jatika Pera-
interview 15 hy

the

The

support. The task today is teo
awaken a broad force of the
masses that is closely linked with
historically creative national cultural
heritage and experience in the
anti — Imperialist struggle and to
work rtowards building a revolu-
tionary mass mevement led by the
proletariat that has the abilicy o
change history.

Q:  While deriving sustenance from
Iistory and traditional eultvre how
do you offset the danger of lapsing
inte natienal narrow mindedness and
majority (Sinhala) chawvinism? In
other words, how do  you resolve
the conrradiction  between  populisi
nationalism and profetarian Interna-
tionalism?

A: Based on Marxist = Leninist =
Mzoc thought, and in working
towards building a2 revolutionary
mass movement led by the
proletariat that derives its sus-
tenance from the broad people's
historical, creative and culcural
heritage, our objective contains a
clear path that would prevent us
from falling into picfalls of national

left?

narrow mindedness and opportunist
majority Sinhala chauvinism, “The
fine creative national heritage of
the pecple”™ refers not only to
the local nationallties such as
Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim ete but
also includes 5r1 Lanka's creative
legacies that are relevant to all
nations of the world.

©@: Last year, you shared a
pablic platform with Mrs,  Sirima
Hondaranaiice  at  a well  atrended
Hyde Parle rally to denounce the
new Constitution, While you fhave
afso  received a fair degree of
publicity on occasion in the SLFP's
*Dinakara’.  This has led (o some (o
criticize you av leaning in  the
divection of the SLFP.  What is
your attitude to the SLFP?  Doesn't
it have any progressive potential’?

A: We participated In that
rally to protest against the Fascist
trend that manifesced icself in the
new consticution. Mrs.  Bandara-
naike was amaong the Heads of
Political erganisations that shared
the platfarm. If for that reaszon any-
one cricicizes us of leaning towards

the SLEP, it is baseless. Qur
attitude to the SLFP is - that
party has contradictions  with
imperialism in the spheres of
politics, economics  and  culture
and those contradictions could
and should be exploited to

advantage in the anti—Imperialist
struggle. W¥e also believe that
the SLFP's pasition of anti - hege-
mony in the present context of
the two super powers' struggle
has to be censidered.

(}: How do you characterize the
present  situation In the country
and  what do  yeu  think are the
prospects f the forseeable future?

Alsa, whar are the main  lasks
Jacing the Left  movemenr in this
canfext?

A; Today, a striking feature is
the attempt of both Imperialists
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and pro-Imperialists at the increa-
sed exploitatlon of the rural
masses.

In this context it falls on the
Left movement the task of reviving
and directing according to the
Marxist-Leninlst-Mao thought, the

anti-Imperiallst  fighting  spirit
impressed by history on the
peasant conciousness aimed at

crushing those reactionary forces
through a programme of awakening
the villages;

Q. At the inaugural sessions of V.
Ponnambalam's Red Tamil Move-
ment you had made a speech in
Jaffua recognising the Tamil peaple's
right of self~determination, while
in rthe South you have strongly
denounced the secessionist slogan
as being inspired by *Soviet Social
Tmperialism’.  What, in reality is
Your pasitton on  the Nationgl!
Ouestion?

A:  What we clearly stated at
the Inaugural meeting of the Red

Tamil Movement was that we
denounced the tendency of solici-
ting the help of the Social

Imperialists to divide the couutry
by pro-Imperialist, feudalistic big
bourgeoisie ~ Tamll  reactionary
forces on the pretext of opposing
the so-called Sinhala Imperialism.
We also stated that, in the event
of such attempt to divide the
country with the help of forcing
Imperialist forces, we were prepa-
red to join in the fight to safeguard
the MNational unity against such
forces.

Further if the proletarian re-
volutionary forces of the Morth
fight against both the pro-
imperialist  feudalistic, Sinhala
big-bourgeoisie and Its Northern
counterpart, breakaway from the
pro-nec—colonialist, feudalistic big
—bourgecise and form peoples
democratic  revolutionary forces
in the Morth, East or any other
part of the country we were
prepared to identify them as
Sri Lanka's future socialist bases
and that we should support them
readily.  We state this point
clearly not only in the Morth
but in any other place as well,
Our position is that there can-
not be any relationship between
the Tamlil people's right of self-

l&

and the Eelam
movement aimed at dividing the
country and that we oppose any
attempt by the Tamil reactionaries
to dividing the country as well
as the indirect support towards
that end by the extremist actions
of the majority Sinhala chauvinists.

determination

Q: The JVP says that inlea-
king a story to  the ‘Aththa’ aond
more imporiantly, in attecking the
U. &8  Embassy, you acted as an
agent-provoeateur and brought about
the repression of the JVP in rgri.
What is your reply to this all-
egation?

A:  This allegation is a major
part of many baseless allegations
levelled at us by the IVP and
its leadership. But the reality
Is that it was the leader of the
JYP himself who acted In such a
way to expose the activities of
the JVP Enth to the 'Athcha'
newspaper and before the Srate
apparatus. And that It was the
leaders of the IVP who by their
armed conspiratorial wrong ac-
tions and their actions based an
a spurious secrecy —invited the
repression of the JVP,

O: It has been said that you
concentrate your polemical fire on
the JVEP, the pro-Moscow C. P.
and the LSSP, while you seem
lfess antagonistic towards the SLFP.
What is your response?

A: While we consider the
JVP and the pro-Moscow CP are
acting as agents of the |mperia-
lists we haven't arrived at such
a decision regarding the LSSP.
However, we are of the opinion
that some sections of the LSSP
are liable to join with imperia-
alism. While the same goes for
the 5LFP's right wing we consider
the left wing of the SLFP could
be used to advantage in the anti
—imperialist struggie, Apart from
that, the question of increasing
and decreasing contradiction with
the SLFP does not arise for us,

0: As a Maoist,
Your opinion

wihat s
about the present
trends  and events in Ching such
as a partial return to policies
condemned by Choirman  Mae
especially in  the course of the
Cultural Revelution, the rehabilita-

tion of leading cadres previously
denounced as rightists, the open-
ing  towards the West in the
realm of ecanomics etc. ete?

A: In  applying the Leninist
principle on the Economic and
state relationships with countries
of different social system, Chair-
man Mao had not rejected having
relations  with  the Western
countries. Similarly, Mao's teach-
ing does not reject the rehabili-
tation of the cadres on the
basis of self—criticism and recti-
fication of one's errors, As a
party that accepts Marxist—Leninist
—Mac thought we do not believe
that  China has arrived at a
wrong programme of action.

(: For sometime now there has
been felt a need to wnify the
Maoist movement in Sri Lanka and
efforis have been made in that direc-
fion. However, we understand that
the discussions have not proved
successful due to the Sino-Albanian
and Sino-Vietnamese disputes, not
to mention the characterization of
the SLFP. Is rthis corect? What
are the prospects for unification?

A: While it is true that a
certain effort was made towards
unifying the section who purpor-
ted to follow the Marxist—Leninist
—Mao thought, the failure was
not certainly due to the reazons
given by you but because it was
proved that those groups were
not following the Mao Tsetung
thought. In future che prospects
for unification depends on the
praxis of Marxlst-Leninist - Mao
thought towards building such
unity.

@: L't your identification of
the USSR as the principal enemy
on a global scale in contradiction
with your idemtiflication of the UNP
as the main epenty at the national
level? Surely the UNP is basically
pro—Western while  eonversely it



iv the West rather than the USSR
which is backing the UNP bhoth
economically  and politically...... ...

A: Basically, our position is
that out of the twe main
enemies of the peoples of the
world it s the Soviet Social
Imperialism that is more danger-
ous. |t Is because the latter is
on the offensive and is advancing
while the former Is on the
defensive and is on the retreat.
While this is the general condi-
tlon that applies to all countries
of the world the consideration
of special conditions in the regi-
ons we accept that it Is the UNP
who represents the American
Imperialism, the main enemy of
the people of Sri Lanka, How-
ever, it is Important not to
confuse these distinctions.

@: What In brief, is your
characterization aof the JVP?
A: The JV¥P who served the

interests of the Imperialists and
pro-Imperialist  forces by bring-
ing about the repression on all
revolutionary  and  democratic
forces by rallylng youth and
student  sections  at a  totally
wrong moment arfd betraying
them before the state apparatus
on the pretext of rejecting the
Parllamentary system and by
following military conspiratarial
action,

The JVP Is a counter revolution-
ary orgznization which in che
next round  will serve the
interests of the pro—imperialist
forces in a right wing opportunist
manner by upholding the parlia-
mentary system.

O: Do you stifl accept arimed
strwggle as the path to socialism?

Az In the task of building
socizlism, taking the road of
armed  struggle 05 inevitable

25 the ruling classes do not give
w2y to 2 peaceful transformation,

, Viewpoint

Tamils — a challenge to the

Lankan Left

by Victor lvan

The oppressed Tamil people of
the Morth are presently engaged
in a legitimate though bitter
struggle.  Lankan Marxists who
make it a habit to vociferously
champlon the causes of oppressed
nations beyond the borders of
this country, are maintaining a
studied silence concerning this
partlcular national scruggle being
waged on their own doorstep.
These Marxists who engage in
massive poster compaigns, solidarity
demonstrations and  rallied in
support of the [iberation scruggles
of oppressed nations in other
countries, remaln mute in the
face of the militant struggle
waged hy the Tamils. Why chis
deafening silence! [s It that they
have to defend their “Sinhala -
ism" along with thelr Marxism?
Or else is it that they simply do
not have the guts to challenge
the communal prejudices prevailing
among the Sinhala masses as wall

as the successive bourgeoisie
regimes.
There is a wveritable plethora

of arguments deployed by these
“Marxzists” to justify their stand
of remaining aloof from the just
struggle of the oppressed Tamil
pecple. They say that they are
equally opposed to both Sinhala
racialism and  Tamil racialism.
They go ontosay chat the TULF
is a capltalist movement and that
any effort to divide the country
is a reactionary one, Therafore,
they vehemently oppose the
demand for a separate state.

It is indeed a mockery of Marxism

to equate  each and  every
manifestation of nationalism by
utilizing the simplistic rule of

thumb that Marxism is opposed to
racialism. For instance, is it
possible to equate white racialism
with “Black consciousness' in the
U. 5. A? Toputic more starkly,
how can one equate the Ku Klux

The author better known |

| as ‘Podi Athula’ was a |

| prominent member of the |
Janatha Vimwicthi  Peranmma
and was sentenced fo seven

years rigovous fmprisonment
for his part in the events
leading upto the ‘71 uprising.
He served six  years of ihis
senitence. A Marxiss, le is not
a member of any party.
Klan with the Black Panthers?
Likewise, it is impossible to equate
the anti — Sinhala  sentiments,
however misplaced of the oppressed
Tamll peeple with the anti = Tamil
sentiments of the Sinhala people
since the nationalismof an oppressed
nation has a progressive content
in contradistinection te  the
nationalism of an oppressor natlien
which has 2 reactionary content.

do not wish

I, for my part,

to claim that the TULF is not
a bourgeols party. Not only
the TULF, but any national
movement has a general

bourgeois - democratic content,
This inherent character of
national movements does not
constitute an obstacle to
contending our snpport to the
independance struggle of oppres-
sed nations. The bourgeois
content of nationalist movements
did not prevent our Marxists frem
extending that support to these
struggles — so long as they took
place beyond the shores of Sri
Lanka. The National Awami League
which led the independence
struggle of Bangladesh was not 2
Marxist movement by any strech
of the Imagination,  Irrespective
of this hawever, our Marxiscs
correctly supported the Bangladeshi
struggle. The criterion they used
in this instance was whether or
not the Bangladeshi people were
an oppressed natien.  Why then
this reluctance to use the same
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yardstick in the case of the
Tamil people in the Morth? Why,
in this case alone, has the
soclal character of the political
organisation mast prominent
within the nationalist
become so cruclal an issue? lcis
correct that the class character of
the political organization in the
forefront of a national movement
imposes  constrainsts  on  the
nature and course of the struggle.
However It does not behove
Marxists to maintain a dignified
aloofness until cthe oppressed
people become disillusioned with
their bourgeois leadership and
ceremonially extend an invitation
to the former. Instead, what
Marxists should do is to actively
integrate themselves in the struggle
of the oppressed peeple and
radually displace the bourgeois
Feadership which  attempts to
confine the independence struggle
within the limits of bourgecis
democracy,

Do Lankan ‘Marxists’ oppose the
demand fora separate state after
assessing  the issue  from the
standpoint of the interests of the
socialist revelution, as many of
them claim? Or rather is it that
without veicing opposition to this
just demand they would be unable
to maintain their present dis-
graceful and immoral alliance with
Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism! Owur
¢Marxists’ who  vaciferate
against a separate state should
not forget that the oppressed
Tamil nation has previously
made ceaseless efforts to reach
a just selution to their problems

within the framework of a
unitary state and that the
demand for a separate state

has been presented following
the failure of these efforts.
The selfsame *Marxlsts’ who were
hostile or inactive during these
earlier attempts, now raise a hue
and cry agalnst the demand for
separation. |5 this not hypocrisy
of the basest sort? Marxists do
have a right and duty to proffer
advice to the oppressed Tamil
nation who are engaged in
struggle, but their advice will be
iven consideration (let alone
followed) only if these Marxists
Indentify themselves fully with

(Conginwed on Page =1)

movement, -

Tamil politics

Separate identity, one nation
by Dr. R. R. Crossette Tambiah

read with interest the two
I views you presented in L. G,
of May I.

To take layantha Somasundaram’s
vlew first. He asks “how come

the Tamll speaking people dis-
eovered their unlque identity
only in 19722" The separate
identity of the Tamil speaking

people has existed as long as the
separate  identitles of different
races have existed in the world,
like the differences, say, of Tamils
and Punjabis in India. Like them
the Sinhalese and Tamils living in
Sri Lanka have a different language,
separate religion and a separate
culture — the  hall - marks of
separate identity. This national
identity 1s not ‘“one that was
maintained by dasEntic monarchs
centuries gone by" as asserced by
Jayantha Semasundaram. MNor s
he correct when he asserts, “We
are heirs to a communication
revoluclon  that is hurtling  us
towards ane language, one culture,
one identity. An identity that
will enable us to call ourselves
human which is the only distinction
that matters afrer all.,” It is not
clear whether he is referring to
Sri Lanka or the whole world
when he refers to “Us" In the
above somewhat startling proposi-
tion, Whichever it is, the concept
is not wvalid. His conclusion s
that **a modern nation cannot be
built on the basis of an identity
that is dated by four hundred
gars.”” The separate identity of
the Sinhalese and Tamlls s not
dated four hundred years; It s
dated from the beginning of these
races and will continue as long
as races remaln.

This does not mean that the
solutlon suggested by 5, Kathira-
velupillai, M. P. Kopay is the only

alternative, It Is possible to
preserve olr separate identity
and still remain one nation.

Whether the Tamils are a national
minority o©or a separate natlon is
being debated. It Is an academic
exercise which does npot appear

to be necessary to resclve our
present problems. Fortunately the
Tamil speaking people of Sri Lanka
have continued to live in separate
areas for centuries. In any area
where the predominantly majerity
of people belong to a separate
race, culture, rellgion and language,
their desire to manage their
internal affairs need not mean
forming a separate State.  Indeed,
the Bandaranaike — Chelvanaya-
gam  Pact, which envisaged
Regional Councils contained the
germs of this concept and if
it had been implemented Sri
Lanka would not today be
faring its most serious impedi-
ment to development.

Such autonomous areas existin

many places and have nowhere
resuleed in any harm to the
country as a whole. On the
contrary, It has resulted In the
progress of the entire country.
The USSR and China are

cutstanding examples of where
ethnic minorities have their
own autonomous areas, which
the dominant race, Russian
and Han respectively, have
helped to create and foster to
their mutual advantage. The
move for devolution of POWER
to the Scots and Welsh, with the
same religlon, language and culture
as the English, should be eya -
cpener to the Sinhalese,

There remains the question of
the Tamils brought from India as
indentured labout to work the
British owned upcountry estates,
Thelr separate identity is certainly
dated, something over a hundred
years when they were brought
here and also by the way they
have been segregated within
estates under semi — serf conditions.
This the British did; but the way
we have treated them after
independence should remain a
blot on the conscience of ever
citizen of Sri Lanka. Itis hig
time we stopped calling them
Indian Tamils, They are Tamils
who were born and bred here,



know no other home and
remain under trying climatic
conditions the backbone of our
permanent and most reliable
earner of foreign exchange, for
which we are willing to sell
our soull Their correct designa-
tion is upcountry Tamils and
all those who elect to stay
here must enjoy the rights and
privileges of every other citizen
in 5ri Lanka. With regard to
preserving their separate identity.
the same yardstick for an autono-
moys area should apply. Where
they constitute the vast majority
of the people in a sufficiently
large area to make it viable |
can see no objection in principle
to  their having their own
ZAULONOMOoUs areas.

Though In theory an autcnomous
state, if it satisfies the prescribed
conditions; may be envisaged
because of the separate identity
of the upcountry Tamlls, in practice
there is increasing intermingling
of the population in the surrounding
Sinhalese villages and estate labour,
in many ways a healthy develop-
ment, if the Sinhala Only policy
is not imposed on the upcountry

Tamils. Every faculty should be
provided for f{ostering  thair
language, religion and  culture,

The idea that It is necessary for
all o become Sinhalese Buddhists
for unicy Is Imbeceilic,

In my view the mbst urgent
need to settle the communal
problem in 5ri Lanka today Is to
mzke the vast majority of the
Sinhalese peocple who preponderate
in the island, to understand that
an autonomous area is not a
separate State. Such a pre-
ponderating majerity has a prepon-
derating responsibility for communal
harmony. They must be made to
rezlise that an  autonomous area
it not even a separate  enclave,
iz is only a part of the one
cowatry where a separate ethnie
£7oop constitutes the vast majority
=f 5= people living in that area
2=2 run only internal affairs, like
bocal government, industry, agri-
ceftere, education and  health.
This s essential for the athnic
group o develop fully and it s
their basic buman right. It should
mot be difficult s make the
Sinhalese people, who so cherish

their language and religlon and
culture to reallse that other ethnic
groups living together in large
numbers and large areas, should
want the same facilitles to develop
their own language, religion and
culture, If this is done in Jaffna how

will it hurt the Sinhalese in the
South?

It is necessary to make crystal
clear that in an autonomous area
all races are free to come and
go and, if they so wish, to live
and Join the mainstream of [ife
there. It will be two — way and
and the ethnic minorities  wha
chose to live

in Sinhalese area
must join the mainstream there,
This again does not mean they

will have to sacrifice their separate
identity. It will be the privilege
of the dominant race in that area
to welcome them and provide
them facilities for their special
needs. For example where suffi-
cient Sinhaless, Tamlls or Muslims
live to warrant separate streams
in schools there can. be no harm
in  providing them. But  the
administration will be conducted
in the language of the area,
Indeed In Sri Lanka, unlike Ind]a,
language need never have posad
any problem. There are only two
languages and if the pelicy of
teaching  both languages, now
belatedly adopted, had baen
adopted at the dawn of indepan-
dence all the blood shed in  the

recent past may not have been
spilt.

Future blood spilling ecan be
avoided |f both the Sinhalese and
Tamil leaders get together. The
TULF says it is willing to negotiate.
Eelam Is the cry of desperately
troubled  people specially cheir
youth who, even the Presidant
has admitted have been discrimina-
ted against. To educate youth and
throw them into the dust bin is
an  explosive mix. The 971
uprising of Sinhalese educated
youth. where so many Sinhalese
boys and girls lost their lives
should be a sharp reminder to
the Sinhalese people of the danger
of the explosive mixture of educa-
tion and unemployment. The more
militant  Tamil youth have pro-
claimed a Tiger movement. It Is
Just foolish bravade of youths whe

(Cantrnned on Page 21)
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Child health

Children - an endangered species

by Barbara Ward

ow are we to understand the
Henvirunmunt and the child?
The inner enviranment of biological
health and full creative mental
development? Or the outer environ -
ment of stimulus, culture and beaury
of shared affection and civic security!
Of course, we mean both., We
also know that today both are at
risk for millions upen millions of
the word's children.

It is trulsm— but stili true —that
famished children with insufficient
protein, vitamins and minerals —
as well as calories — in their diets
inthe critical first years of existenca
cannot by definictlon, ever reach
full humanity. No amount of
remedial feeding later on, even
supposing it were avallable, will
restore  mental alertness, the
capacity to learn, the creative
spark to those who missed the
irreplaceable growing point of
adequate nutrition and the chance
for proper development in early
life.

In the documents prepared for
the World Food Conference in
Rome in 1974, the estimate was
made that perhaps 230 million
children are malnourished and
thus risk the irreversible abridge-
ment of their full humanity, of
their inner environment of physical
strength and mental capacity.

A small sacrifice

The report also estimates that
for 520 a year for each child, cthe
extra component of needed calaries
and protein could be made good.
If we take the world's wealthy
people —the old Industrialized
wealth of the west. Japan and
Russia, the new oil wealth in oil
-preducing countries with relatively
small pepulations  and  wealchy
roups in developing lands of all
Einds-—the number of people is
coming up to a billien.
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The cost of 2 policy for a protein
and calorie supplement for the the
needlest children is again roughly,
$460 million, About 50 cents a
rear from each citizen in wealthy
ands and groups would provide
that supplement. lt is hardly an
wverwhelming burden, least of all
for countries where the expenditure
on armaments can cost each citizen
about 5100 a year.

The outer environment covers
a much wider and much less
caleulable problem. The likelihood
that the most important external
need may be love, security and
identity achieved within a happy
family is borne out by the
numberless children In every type
of society who have survived
unimaginable strain and hardshlp
because of the priomordial support
of paternal and fraternal love,

We cannot legislate for this
kind of security and affection,
but a soclety which does not give
all the needed kinds of external
support may find that it has |ost
in violence, juvenile delinquency,
mugging in the streets and crowded
prisons most of the money it
thinks it saves by falling to provide
good  housing, decent neigh-
bourhoods, lively,  well-taught
schools and a general ethos which
supports the child's need far
family stability,

Unhealthy slum environment

These needs become all the more
urgent and tragic as the world
floods on  towards full-scale
urbanization. Every year, in most
developing countries, population
grows by more than two per cent,
cities by more than four per cent,
the great urban conglomerations
by twice as much again,

Caleutta, Jakarta, Manila, Cara-
cas, Lagos—they drive on  at
uncantrollable speed towards and
beyond the ten million mark. And

' Barbara Ward wrote this
article about three years ago,
Hopefully, the International.
| Year of the Child will help to
create a situation in  which
positive answers can be given
to the questions she poses in
the last paragraph of this
already  classic  piece of
writing,

in such places, a third and more
of the population are likely to be
squatters, living In tar-paper shacks
or jute made of discarded pecrol
tins and to be working, If they
are lucky, perhaps a couple of days
a month, ;

These are perhaps the worst
external environments ever dayvised
for children. They can be redeamad
by family love and tenacity. Buc
virtually everyching rthac society
provides Is designed to stunt the
child's development, check natural
growth in awareness and intel||.
gence and  turn creativicy Into
bitter and active resentmant.

If it is true that human natyrs
itself  developed ts imaginative
powers under all the stmulus of
the planet's infinice variety-forests,
plants, birds, animals, scents,
flowers, changing skies, in a word,
the full environment of total
creation —how can we expect the
essential creativeness of man to
be preserved when the only sights
are miserable buildings, the chief
sounds, the rogar of traffic, the
pervading smells, untreated sewage
and industrial effluents?

Even in  wealthy cities, the
monotany and isolation of blighted
communities or high rise living is
producihg a mixture of apathy and
violence. What are we breeding
in the future megalopolis where
millions of children are to grow



Up WITN Dag SNelter and uncertain
employment in an environment
compounded of all the worst in
I9th century slums and poliutlens,

Will sufficient recogniton be
given to the need or carrying
out the practical and realistic
measures which can help to create
@2 better environment for the
world's children? And will they
be undertaken on a scale large
enough to be of significant wvalue
to the under privileged masses?
Only time will tell whether or
not this challenge will be taken
up and dealt with successfully.@

US and...

{Continwed form Page 5)

of his life, to embrace this tradition
by calling not anly for social justice
at home but also abroad. It also
explains why the Rev. Andraw
Young, a disciple of Martin Luther
King, finds himself in the middle
of the conflict between the
fundamentalist position represented
possibly by the President and the
nes—arthodox tradition represented
by Brezinski.

With the Carter administration
we find the evolution of a Christian
foreign policy that has considerable
bi-partisan appeal. This foreign
palicy combines the tradition of
fundamentalism and neo-orthodoxy.
The theclogical premises of the
new Cold War strategy is indeed
different from those of the previous
erzinthat duringthe present period
the new Cold Warriors seem to
be quite willing to work with one
arm of the communist movement
{Chinz) to confront the other arm
{the Soviet Union and the non-
aligned world), Here a strange
combination has developed between
what  we can identify as the
fondamentalists of the West, 1, e. the
Usized States and West Germany,
with that of the fundamentalists
of the East, l.e. China.

One of the greatest dangers
with this coalition of fundamentalists
i that they tend to have an
=soczlyptic view of the world. Note
the famous Chinese epithet that
“there iz great disorder under
Beaven and thisisa good thing.”
Iz other words, fundamentalists
tend to have 2 view of the world
which s essentially evil and
teerefore fts destriction can be-

come theologically and morally
justifiable. Since fundamentalists
seek salvation outside of history,
they are quite willing to tamper
with history and human Civilization
in order cto preserve |t for an era
beyand it. We are thus faced with
one of che most dangerous
combinations in world politics,
namely cthat of those wheo are
united in certain fundamentalist
views of human clivilization and hen-
ce willing to experiment with war. @
MEXT: US policy in practice.

Career .. ,
(Contimued from Page 13)
and this is certain to be opposed

by the career officers of the
Owverseas Service,

The existence of anomalies has
created discontent in one of the
important segments of the Over-
seas  bureaucracy. Tissa Wijeye-
ratne, highlighting this aspeet
of discrimination against  this
category of officers, stated that
he was ‘astonished to know of
the rights enjoyed by the Diplo-
matic officers which are denied
to clerical hands'. Any adust-
ment in these privilages is certaln
to Invite further hostility.

(To be continued)
Myths and ...

(Comtinued from Page 14)

the internationalism displayed by
the Cuban revolutionaries towards
the black sugar - cane workers
in no way prevented them from
winning the everwhelming support
of the ‘fair-skinned' majority.
On the concrary, in the case of
Cuba the black plantation proletariat
is one of the main support bases
of the Revelution, while historians
such as E. H. Carr acknowledge
that the Bolsheviks could not
have defeated the imperialist
Interventlonist wars in the immed-
late aftermath of the revolucion,
if not for the decisive support
rendered by the non - Russian
pecples, who for their parc
trusted the Bolshevilis because of
the latter’s weliknown stance on
the natlonal question,

So It is clear that a principled
internationalist position need not
lead to che isolation of the Lefr
from the working masses of the
dominant natlon, if the Left parcy
in question has a correct political

line, adopts correct strategy and
tactics, while incorporating its
demands on the Matianal Question
in an overall programme which
accurately reflects the aspirations
of the popular masses. In fact,
if the key problem of artlculating
the national liberation struggle of
the oppressed natlen with the
struggle for social liberatlon of
the working class is resalvad, then
a bid for hegemony by the Left
would have an excellent chance
for success. @

Tamils ...
(Continwed from Page 18)

the ongoing struggle for
determination.

self

Can Lankan Marxists {of both
the reformisc and ‘radical’ Left)
make an honest and selferitical
assessment of their chauvinist past?
Can the Marxist movement of
this country sever its opportunist
alliance  with  Sinhala - Buddhist
chauvinism and engage in a struggle
against this crend which Is directed
againt the oppressed Tamil nation?
Is is only if our Marxists are
capable of this task and indeed
of Integrating themselves with the
liberatlon struggle of the Tamil
people for national self — deters
mination, would it be possible to
restore the fractured Sinhala —

Tamll unity while making this
independance struggle a component
part of the Lankan socialist

revolution. @

Separate . . .
( Continged from Page 1g)

are willing to die rather than be
discriminated against in their own
fand.

Just as the present government
understood the  frustration of
Sinhalese youth who rebelled in
in 1971 and lec them off, they
should wnderstand the frustration
of the Tamil youth aud try to meet
them half way by negatiation with
the TULF, thair chosen leaders,

If we belleve in the democratic

process, whether we like |t or
not the TULF is the only
democratically elected party to

represent the Ceylen Tamils, who
have lived in this fair island
for centuries and have no other
home.
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Literature

Madness and society

by Reggie Siriwardena

n 1890 Anton Chekhov made a
Ijuurney to the Island of Sakhalin,
lying off the coast of Siberia.
Sakhalin was then the Russian
‘Devil's Island.” a penal colony in
which the tsarist regime confined
zbout 14,000 prisoners and exiles,
Chekhov returned from Sakhalin
with hiz mind and heart filled with
impressions of the brutality and
human degradacion that were the
everyday routine of life In the
colony. lronically, however, the
governor of the Island was a
humane but ineffectual idealist who
frowned on corporal punishment,
but in spite of his views, the prison
officers regularly used the birch and
the whip, extorting money from
the richer convicts as the price of
of exempting them.

Chekhov's indignant obhservations
on the penal colony went intoa
trave| book, Sakhalin Island, but
the creative expression of what he
had experienced and observed on
the island was his masterpiece, the
novella Ward Mo. 6. It is a mark
of Chekhov's soclal insight that the
story is not about a prison but
about a ward for the Insane in the
hospital of a small provineial Russian
town, But the identification bet-
ween prison and asylum Is made
in the very first paragraph of the
story in an observation whose
perceptiveness will strike anybody
who knows our own mental insti-
tution at Angeda. OF the grey
fence with Its nalls enclosing the
annexe that constitutes Ward No.6,
Chekhov writes: ‘These nails, with
their sharp points sticking up, and
the fence. and the annexe [tself
have that particular gloomy and
accursed look that among us Is to
be found only in hospital and prisen
buildings.” And Ward MNo. 6, |ike
Sakhalin {or like Angoda) is ruled
by brutalicy, of which the mental
patients are the dally victims. In
the hall leading to the ward sits
the warder Mikica a retired soldier,
‘one of those simple-minded, posi-

2

The z5th aniversary of the death of Anton Paviovieh Chekhov,

the Russian master af the short story, falfs this month.

This ‘

| article deals with the enduring contemporary significance of his

the social relations of madness — a story that profoundly influenced

the young Lenin.

tive, dependable and stupid indivi-
duals who love order more than
anything else In the world and are
therefore convinced that it s
necessary to beat them. He beats
on the face, on the chest, on the
back, or anywhere at all, and is
certain that without it there would
be no order in this place.'

The head doctor in this hospital
is Dr. Ragin — like the governor
of Sakhalin, a sympathetle but
ineffectual charactor, who is well
aware that the mental ward is ruled
by Nikita's brutal fists, but has
reconciled himself to the corrup-
tion and suffering In the hosplital
by persuading himself that this Is
part of the general irrationality of
things and an insignificant part of
the sum of human suffering. Inte
the ward one day is brought a
young man, Gromov, intelligent
and educated but suffering from
persecution mania. He denounces
Ragin, when he wvisits the ward,
as a quack and a hangman. Ragin
engages him in conversation and
tries to convinee him that it is all
a macter of chance whether one
isa doctor or a mental pacient;
that in any case the wise man must,
like the stoics, despise suffering
and be happy and free in his mind,
Gromov replies angrily that to
despise suffering is to despise life,
and that it Is possible for the doe-
tor to be so complacement because
he has lived a comfortable life and
never knewn what suffering was.

Ragin comes to discover that
Gromov is the maost interesting
person he has met in that dreary
provincial town, and tells him that
the differences in their beliefs are
unimportant compared with the

greatest work, the novella Ward No. 6, with its insights e ‘

fact that they are the eonly two
people in the town capable of
intelligent and serious conversa-
tion. The doctor's careerist assis-
tant takes advantage of Ragin's
friendship with Gromeov to create
suspicions regarding the doctor's
cwn sanity.  Ultimately, by his
assitant’s incrigues, Ragin is himself
locked up in Ward No. 6. Here he
recognises his guilc for his former
indifference when he learns at first
hand what suffering is. He s
beaten up by Mikita, has a stroke
and dies.

It is part of the scrength of classic
Russian fiction that it treats the
life of the intellect, of philosophi-
cal, religious and political belief,
as equally valid and significant
material for the imaginatlve artist
as the life of the emocions, Where
Dickens, for instance, never con-
vincingly creaced a character who
reflects the intellectual |ife, Tolscoy
Turgenev, Dostoevsky and Chekhov
mirrer In their work the turbulent
conflict of ideas and ideologies in
[9th-century Russia. WWhat is at
issue in the debate between Ragin
and Gromov is the soundness and
truth of the Tolstoyan gospel of
quietism and non-resistance to avil,
et Chekhov's story is not a disem-
bodied argument of ideas; the
debate is bound up with the expe-
rience of the characters and the
way they live, and the final refuta-
tion of the Telstoyan view comes
from Ragin's tragic schooling by
life itself, Incidentally, Ward No.é
is the best answer to those English
critics who have tried to assimilate
Chekhov's work to the contempo-
rary Western European cult of the
absurd. If anything, Ward Mo, 6
brings home to us the fact chat



philosophy of the absurd (of which
Ragin professes a near-variant) is
an evasion of human and social
responsibility.

But where Chekhov's masterpiece
seems most enduring in its mean-
ing for us is in its remarkable
understanding of the social rela-
tions of madness. Gromov had been
a university student until his father
was charged with forgery and
embezzlement and died in prison;
Gramav was forced to interrupt
his educaction and make a living in
ill-paid jobs. His paranocla was
brought an by the sight one day
of two priscners in chains belng
led along the street by four soldi-
crs armed with rifles. He develops
then a morbid fear that he too
might be arrested and thrown inte
prison for a crime he has not
committed: after all, he thinks,
nothing Is mare likely in the state
of the law than a miscarriage of
justice, and judges, policemen and
doczors are so callous to human
suffering that they are no different
from the peasant slaughtering
sheep and calves in his background,

It has taken nearly three—quarters
of a century after Chekhav's story
was written for psychiacry, In the
persons of some of its mere radical
exponents, to catch up with Chek-
hove's insights, to recognise that
madness is a reaction to authorita-
rian and repressive pressures of
the famlily and of society, and that
mental hospitals are amang the
institutions through which the
social structure s reinforced and
maincained. Chekov's story con-
fronts us with the disturbing gques-
tion whose counterparts we should
face in regarding the life around
us; Who is mad — Gromov ar the

society that has put him in
Ward MNo. 67
Chekhov's story first appeard

in a magazine in Movember [B92,
and that same winter in Samara
{just such a provincizl town as the
seccing of the story) it was read
by yong man, Yladimir llyich Ulya-
nov {later to be known as Lenin).
On Lenin the story made a profound
impression. As he tald his sister,
who has recorded his remarks,
‘Yhen | read that story last even-
ning, | began to feel just terrified; |
couldn’t stay In my room, andl got up
and wentout. | felta sensacion as if
| had been shut up in ¥Ward No. 6.

1 Book review

In defence of man

by Jayantha Somasundaram

The Peaple’s Rights : Documents
of the Clyll Rights Movement of Sri
Lanka 1971 —78. 150 pp Rs. 25/-

iy[llzation conjures up many

images. We visualise archit-
ectural marvels, medical wonders,
artistic  accomplishments. But
above all  civilization s really
about the dignity of man. In
our day one wonders whether
civilization is regressing when one
sees concerted attacks being made
on the rights of men and women
in countries around the globe.

Has it perhaps somerhing to
do with the gzrowing disparity
between the rich and poor! And
hasn't that got something to do
with man's innate selfishness :
One that results In a craving
for material and policical power,
power that can anly be maintained
by stripping off the rights of the
less fortunate and crushing thair
initiatives.

The state in

medern  society
is a mirror of

the balance of
social classes, It takes on an
authoritarian stznce in the inter-
ests of the dominacing class or
group or race, and acts in a
manner Inimical to the depressed
elements, The lengths to which
the state will go to maintain
or  advance the  status quo
determines the extent of repres-
sion that one can find in  chat
particular country.

Maodern soclety with its techno-
logical sophistication needs skilled
people, people who have benefit-
ted from the explasion in
knowledge and  learning, The
cammunieation revolution has uni-

versalised chings and become
the catalyst for rising ecxpecra-
tions, Bur all of this is taking

place in a world with accelerated
differentials in living standards,

Mascent states are doing away
with tht Westminister—type of
parliamentary  democracy  and

pluralism, which itself 15 two
centuries out of date. In their
place a new type of authoritarian
regime has sprung up. One-party
staces with plastlc leaders whose

commoen characteristic s megalo-
mania, The failure of such
regimes to meat anything like

popular needs is betrayed by the
frequent upheavals and dethron-
ings. In Sri Lanka and India at
least the process is confined
within the electoral system.

The Civil Rights Movement of
Sri Lanka emerged in the after—
math of the |97] Insurreccion,
by which time the mechanics of
repression were developing into
a fine ate.

The authorities were having a
field day. They had bmen given
carte blanche to wipe out the
opponents of the establishment.
The Civil Rights Movement was
the response of the liberal intel-
ligentsia to this social and poli-
tical crisls.

The CRM deozum=znts contained
in The People’s Rights Is a testa-
ment in defense of the man and
women in Srl Lanka who fell
into the political or racial mino-
rities.

The '71 Emergancy and the
Criminal Justice Commission are
well exposed by the CRM docu-
ments., In fact, refferring to the
CIC, Fred Halliday of the New
Lteft Review said chat the Govern-
ment may just as well hava done
away with courts altogether!

After 1977  and the new
government there have been fresh
attacks eon our civil rights, The
CRM has not failed to draw ate-
ention  to  this, The "Tiger”
Act is ene which not merely
embadies the worst features of
emergency rule, buc in  addition,
has institutionalised It by incor-
porating it as a normal statute.
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L As I like it
-

Touchstone I

The case of ‘Sesame Street’

Sunny day, keeping the clouds away
On my wayto where the air /s sweet.
Can you tell me how to get

How to get to Sesome Street

Perhaps several thousand child-
ren in this country have now
seen Sesame Street, the world's
best-known and most widely
distributad TV programme for pre
—school children, Originating in
the U.5., the EngHsh-IanguaEe
version is shown in more than 50
countries, while related wversions
in four other languages are seen
in about 70 other countries. ‘lt
is the first time in the history
of civilization that so many of
the world's children will have been
exposed simultaneously to the
identical cultural materials—images,
musie, sounds, laughter, body
movements, facizl expressions —
all feeding into achild's developing
sense of self, all showing him
particular ways of interacting in
sacial relations.'

This comment comes from a
study titled Literacy ‘without
Books: The Case of *“Sesame
Street’” by Rose K. Goldsen,
Associate Professor of Sociclogy
at Cornell University. Basing her
study mainly on the Spanish-
language version, Plaza Sesamo,
seen in |4 Latin American countries,
Professor Goldsen examines the
values disseminated by the content
and technique of the programme
amang children of developing
countries,

The claim most frequently made
for Sesame Street by its
admirers is that every year the
programme teaches innumerable
children to read, before the age
of schooling, through the brilllant
animated technigues by which
letters and numbers are associated
with words and images and scamped
on the child's mind. ‘Ah! But
is it a world of reading the
children are being ushered into !
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asks Professer Goldsen., 'Or do
these charming programs usher
them inte a world of television
watching? The children are
entertained by animations: by
commerclals and billboards; by
pratfalls, yuk-yuks and one-liners;
by reck music and light shows;
by guest stars and preduction
numbers ; — but never by anything
that Involves books!

‘Mow, at first glance, that
Sesame Street and its overseas
counterparts push literacy but not
books may seem as contradictory
as Coca—Cola pushing beverages
but not Coke. And yet, Is it

really so Faradoxl:al? .v.. There
is, after all, more than one kind
of literacy....A work force must

read to be able to read instructions
concerning the  operation of
equipment in a modern factory.
Consumers must read to decipher
the Instructions on a package of
cake mix. The citizenry must read
to be able to fill out income-
tax forms and use an automated
post office, Automabile drivers
must read to find the right exits
off the cthrough-way. Even a
nation of telavision watchers must
be able to look up listings in the
local

equivalent of TV Guide
and to follow all the puffery
about the stars....
The Good Life
‘What is clear right now,

however, is that the children are
being taught to “read” not books
but television. They learn to
piece together the day's drama
on the street or in the Plaza,
unifying it into a continuous story
in splte of all the interruptions.
This skill will stand them in good
stead, helping them to *'read"
the commercial television programs
Sesame Street inall its versions
imicates. .In addition they teach
the children to "read" the action
—adventure and crime=show formu-
lazs that American businesses and
their overseas Imitators use as

electronic envelopes, tucking in
the commercial “"messages” designed
to create public attitudes and
consumer needs that can be linked
to particular products.  Indeed,
the programs are themselves
full-lengch  commercials, hawking
over and over again the kind
of worldview that is compatible
wlch  postindustrial, privatized,
consumer society, complete with
the sort of pious slogans George
Orwell dubbed “goodthink'.

‘And so [s Sesame Street --
domestic and international versions,
Like other programs exported by
American Television Interests, no
matter what the avert story may
be, it's all show-and tell for the
consumer society’s version of the
“good life” - —the cars, the planes,
the  helicopters, the housing
patterns, industrially  produced
foods and music, to say nothing of
the eleccric  refrigerators  and
blenders and mixers end household
equipment, all taken for granted
as standard props on Sesame
Street as on any exported “situg-
tion comedy™. These images of the
“good life” are npot  Innocuous.
They pave the way for foreign
subsidiaries, affiliates, clients, snd
imitators of American consumer-
goods industries to leap into the
breach, ready to provide what-
ever merchandise the natives may
select from the offerings appearing
in the glamorous showcase that
now encircles the globe. '

Editorial Prose

*‘5ri Lanka's career foreign service
officlals are often maligned, so-
mecimes justifiably so.' (‘Daily
Mews' editorial, lune 2.}

‘Other Ministers, too. are
licerally working their fingers to
the bone to help the UNP
government to keep the promises
election

it gave the people at
time,” (‘Daily Mews' editorial,
June 18.)
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[t e Centrally located in the City with rapid access to
I' key shopping, sighiseeing and business venges,
w* A B -storey biack with 100 rooms architecturally
conceived to maximize the sea viaw frontage,
% Thotoughly modern comforis and eanveniences,
W Swimming Ponl with Sun Tesrace,
¥ Oriental and Wastern coising to cater 1o all tasfas,
# Guest Services include reservation, secratarial
and tolex tacilities, lacndry and volet services
and fres baby eribs. Children under 17 YeBrs slay
fraz when shering thair parents’ Team,
# Conventien faeilities include 2 Conference Rooms
with complete and madern awdio-visust facilities
far 75 to 1000 persons,
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30, SIR MOHAMED MACAN MARKAR MAWATHA, COLOMBD 3.
Telephonn: 23000 Ten lines Tolex: 1200 Cable: ‘Holidey Ina" Colombo P.0. Box 1202
THE MOST ACCOMMODATING PEOPLE IN THE WORLD.




EXCLUSIVE JUMBO
SERVICES TO EUROPE
AND SINGAPORE.

Only SIA offers : \\
an exclusive 747B service §\ 3R
every Tue to Dubai, S 5 S

Zurich, Frankfurt and
Copenhagen; and non-stop
every Thu to Singapore.

In addition,

SIA offers two 707
Superjet services each week
to Zurich, Copenhagen
and four to Singapore —
the biggest choice.
Whichever flight you
choose, you’'ll enjoy
astandard of inflight
service even other

airlines talk about.

COLOMBOTO DUBAI,
ZURICH, FRANKFURT,
COPENHAGEN.SINGAPORE%

SINGAPORE
AIRLINES

A great way to fly

LLOYD'S BUILDING, 15A, SIR BARON JAYATILAKE MAWATHA, COLOMBO 1, TELEPHONE: 24148, 24181, 21501
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