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| Trends

Letters

Reconsidering P.R.

Trade Minister Athulathmudall, one
of the moving spirlts behind P.R.,
welcomes the current debate on how

best to amend its procedures. "t
is clear”™, he told the LG sthe
superfarity of PR.  aver the old

electoral system hos been recognised
by almost everyone. But no system
Is perfect and modifications may be
necessary In the system which had
its first trial in May. We must Leep

refining it to make [t even more
democratic"".
[ncidentally, Mr.  Athulathmudall

seas the absence of rowdy Incidents

after the MC/UC polls as a sign of

the many benefits of P.R. Nohady
shouted ‘kauda raja? or jeered at
a loslng candidate because It wos all
on party lists, he observed.

The enterprising Centre far Soclety
and Religion sponsored two lively and

well-represented “exchanpes’” on the |

subject fast maonth, The critical
discussion  on mechonlsms  and
modalities focused attention on (a

the high cut-off point {123%) ond
its {ll-effects (b} the injustice

of |

*honus seats’ glven to the party with |

the highest number of vetes (c) the
need to permit voters to indicate
preferences for individus! condidates
and (d) the Importance of holding
by-elections,

Bosten Connection

With the Tamil issue In the forefront
of national politics, the names of two
Tamil academics keep crepping up in
high level conversations,

The first is thatof Dr. A, feyeratnam
Wilson, better known to fils Royol
College and University colleagues, his
students and fellow dons, as A. |, Wilson,
A Jennings-trained  constitutionalist,
Dr. Wilson became o full-fledged
political  sclentist, studylng  and
tzaching the subject in the US, Canada
and UK. Heisthe son-in=law of the
F.P’s founding father, Mr. 5. J. V.
Chelvanayakom.

The extraardinary outburst in Bostan,
Mass., makes the other's connection
perhops more interesting. Dr. Neelam
Tiruchelvam, the son of Mr. M.
Tirucheivam, the F.P. Minister(|945—
68) in the Senanoyoke Cabinet,
studied faw ot Haorvard. Bath ore

contributors to o new book on
‘nationalism’ in Srl Lanka, edited by
Dr. Michael Roberts, an expotriate
academic. The book is published by
the Marga Institute.

How nice

While the UNP government's second
omniversary waos celebrated with the
uswaf fanfare of supplements, Including
g ‘report to the Nation' by the
President himself, the WEEKEND
caught the eye with a full-page
advert, inserted by “the SLFP'ars
whao crossed aver ond formed the UNP
Balamandelaya  in the Beruwela
electarate under the presidency of the
2nd MP, Mr. R. G. Samaranayake."

Below two pictures of the President
and the FPM is the heart-warming
headline "“IT'S NICE TO BE WITH
THE U.N.P". Below that Is a group

{Continued on Page )
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The second - person
pronoun in Christian
usage

Mr. Reggie Sirlwardena's observa-
tions in the “Lanka Gaardian" of
June 15 on the use of the second —
person  pronoun was  indeed
illuminating. | was particularly
interested in exploring further
the observation that “Britian which
led the rest of Eurepe in the
deveiopment of capitalism and
bourgeois democracy should also
have gone fastest and furthest in
the accompanyjng process of pro-
nominal change i

Though this revolution taok
place in language the British were
the most conservative in their
social and  religious  life.  The
changes in language and the use
of the pronoun ebliterating distine-
tiens between polite and nen
—polite form are also seen in the
English liturgies composed in the
léth and [7th centuries, bue
where Church order and social
life were concerned, they were
closer to the elitist, compatitiva,

hiererchical  and self-achieving
individualistic thinking of man
like Thomas Hobbes and later

Adam Smith and Edmund Burke.
In Richard Hookers “Ecclesiastical
Polity”, one loocks in wvain for
any definition of the Christian
ministry as service such as Martin
Luther sa finely rediscovered.
All the emphasis in Haoker is
oh hierarchial distinctions and an
the ruling function of miniscry
like Calvin,

When the English missionaries
came to 5ri Lanka in the [9th
century and attempted to tran-
slate the Book of Commen Prayer
into  Sinhala they retained the
forms of the second-person pro-
oun in Slnhala usage .at the time
to bring out the hierarchical
social distinctions,  In the first
Sinhala translation of the Book
of Common Prayer by English
scholars of Sinhala such as the
Rev. Andrew Armour and Wiil-
iam Tolfrey in 1820, God s
referred to as, “"Unvahanse’ the
clergyman as “Unnanse” and the
pecple as “tho" and “thopi".
These forms are retained in the
later  translations of che |Sth



century such as the one by Rev.
Canen Dias in [855. Even inthe
20th centnry till the 50,5 these
forms were retained zlong with
“obavahanse" for Ged and "Umba"
and “Umbla" wused individually
and collectively when people are
referred to. Some translations
even have “thope hith osavapalla”
{lift up your hearts") and “kapalla”
and “beepalla’ (eat and drink).
| remember when | started wor-
king in my first parish, my vicar
explained these usages and thelr
distinctions:- God-"obavanse” pri-
est-"'Unnanse' and congregation
“Umbala".

The socizl revelution in the
50's had some influence on Sinhala
Christian language. In the crans-
lations of the Ceylon Liturgy we
have “'Oba' for God and “'oba”
for people. The verbal forms end
as follows:= kanna (eat) bonna
[drink) ganna (take),

le is interesting to observe
that in the Tamil translations of
the Prayer Book from the 19th
century the polite forms of the

Trends . ..
(Continued from Page 1)
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phota with the man-In-the-news
Samaranayake flanked by severa]
monks and other ex-5SLFP supporters,

The opposite page sports another
large advertisement In which a single
individual {2 Mr. A. M. M. Mowjood)
chooses ta convey his  personal
vgnnlversary greetings to the pgovern-
ment”, with o few well-chosen words,
by way of self-Introduction, Mr.
Mowjood advertises the fact that he
Is a foreign exchange earning gem
dealer wha has “*contributed his might't
to the government's effort to develop
the econemy and “feed the hungry
masses’'  He has  participated In
the Mahaveli preject and, In keeping
with official palicy, even given jobs
to  ex—insurgents.

P

second-persen pronoun and the
verbal endings are used consis-
tently for God, clergy and people.

Another important fact which
should be remembered, is that
though the social and political
changes in the 50‘s affected the
Sinhaia language to some extent
the hierarchical, scatus and achieve-
ment  oriented  structures in
religious and social life continue
unaffected in Sri Lanka awaiting
radical social change.

Rev. Dr. D. ]. Kanagaratnam

The Theological College of Lanka,
Pilimatalawa.

Cur

It is somewhat tragic when ons
recalls  the number of poar
representatives Sri Lanka has sent
to the missions abroad, a country
which Is well known in the world
for her brain power, acountry which
could prouldy boast of able men
managing many international inscitu-
tions, a country which has produced
many able intarnational administra-
tors has appointed men who are
not merely mediocrities but who
have done damage to the good name
of the country,

missions abroad

Well-known are stories of how
2 certain Sri Lanka Ambassador
was more horizontal than vertizal,
Also lenown are othersordid stories
which perhaps nead not be recalled
even to make a point. Suffice to
state that chese men had no
cammitment whatsoever, no sense
of responsibilicy, no answerabilicy
and ware enjoying the rewards
available perhaps to those who had
supparced the Government ac that
time in power. To most of them
the good name of the country was
only a matter for momentary
reflection. They have no concep-
tion whatsoever of the job, and
absolutely nothing to lose, for it
was never a career, but a five-
year hollday and they enjoyed it
with a vengeance,

This is why it is perhaps a erying
shame to see the Government of
Sri Lankz once again nominate
mediocrities to reprasent 3ri Lanka
abroad. Why ever should we take
third class material when we have
first class material available. Except

for a few of the appointments,
the others are all political hand-
outs which are being made at the
expense of the country and the
peap le.

Perhaps this situation has been
brought about by the quality of
our foreign service itself. Thare
are many ‘‘foreigners” in  the
service  who not only by their
incptitude but also by their mental
make-up are totally unsuiced for
representational duties,

Let us wse the able mzn we
have for what is undoubtedly our
most important task at hand - the
realisation of the development
goals we have set for ourselves
through the efficient implementa-
tion of our foreign palicy.

Let me draw attention to two
factors :—

. That che Government should
realise the need to hava men of
ability and men who have proved
themselves in  public service to
represent us, and

2, That we draw attention to
the need to do away with tha
system of political pay-offs at the
expense of the country.

Haw soon  the NP has
forgotten that contemptuous act
of the last administracion, when
a5 a care-taker Governmeant it
chose to appoint two party cronies
as Ambassadors, wasting thousands
inforeign exchange! ltwas thought
that the UNP would change. It
is still hopad that what was once
said of the Franch Baurbons would
not bz said of the UMP onc= again,
that they learned nothing and
forgat nothing!!

Ratnasiri Wijesinghe,

Mo forum

We have no place to alr our
grievances agalnst the rising cost of
mass circulating newspapers in our
COUNCry.

Panadura. V. K. Wijeratna



’ News background

UNP’s 2nd year

Policies and

by ack to the land” was a
discarded slogan  of the
old UNP.... glving back che

land to the old ocwners seem to
be the policy of the new UNP",
a high-ranking L55P'er told the
L.G. He was commenting on the
news of the week, the free land
distribution exercise to mark the
second anniversary of the gover-
ment.

Mrs, Bandaranaike made much
this same point at the SLFP's
very well—artcended  Kurunegala
rally, In her own electorate
abeur 300 acres had been
recurned to the former owners,
she sald.

“*This free land distribution is
the kind of propaganda at which
the WINP  excels,” the LSSP
spokesman  added. *But there
ware other events to mark che
accasion  toe’, he  remarked.
He pointed to the Food stamps
scheme which he described as
ancther step in the UNP palicy
of completely abandoning the
food subsidy system. *

A consistent and basic
demand of the World Bank and
the IMF will thus be fulfilled,
and that itself is a part, an
important part, of the govern-
ment's economic strategy which
was made up of devaluation,
import liberalisation, Invitation to
foreign  capital, massive foreign
loans, crippling the state ventures

encouraging private enterprise
and so on'.

Anothar ‘event’ he observed
was the ‘draconian faw' passed
the same week. “On the one
5znd we have headlines on cne

e about the undemocratic and
barous laws and regulations of

12 previous regime....on  the
hand, we see anothar
in the same npewspaper
talls  us that  these

laws have  been
troduced ., The ghost

political

of Satan Felix seems to be
haunting the UNP!"" he said.

Q. *Are you suggesting that oll

these are  peces of a  pattern?
And If so, are you not Indulging
in sweeping rationalisations 7'

A “lt is a question of econ-
omic palicy and the integral
connection [t has with constitu-
tienal changes, legal changes,
new palicical scructures and pro-
cesses, At the end of the

second year, the outlines of the
pattern are clearer — from the
change to the prasidential system,
the centralisation of authority In
the executive, the extension of

the term of the presidency
until 1984 =so that the chief
executive will bz in office when
the elections are held in 1983,
the P,R. system with a high
cut-off point consolidating  the
CWo-party system but
guaranteeing that no party  will
get a 2f3 majority, the cons-
titutional amendments, the
labour laws, the university act,

and now the old emergency laws

made nermal law for a three
year period . all this is part
of the process ... "

Q. It means a definite break

with the pelitical past?"’

A, “Of course the UNP talks

about its democratic socialism
but that's just for mass consump-
tion......no  thinking UNPer,
would deny, at least in private,
that cthis is  full-blooded free
enterprisa, meaning capitalism
.and given their ideclogical

position and their general belizfs,
that is the correct approach
socizlism, they tell chemsalves,
has falled.....so let's try to
please the people with the other
syscem capitalism that is why
their policizss seem  much more
consistent and thorough than the
policies of the SLFP or even the
old UNP.

processes

“OF ecourse, what we have to.
understand is that in an under-
developed country like ours, a

parcy such as the UNP, with its
own idleclogical outlook, has no
other aoption™,

Q. "De you see a model... .. 7"

A When a leading editor
almost loses his job for publish-
ing an article written by some
foreign journalist slightly sarcastic
about Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, then
the model looks obwious ...."

J. “What af future trends 7'

A, “We have locked ocurselves
firmly into the international eco-
nomic system, that s inter-
national capital ....The way things
move in that system . recession,
depression  etc .. ..will influence
our economic life and cherefore
our politics......"

Drugs business

Are dangerous drugs banned in
the USand UK being sold in
this country! With  import
libaeralisation all sarcs of drugs in
vasC quanticties are re-entering
the market, It is a well-docu-
mented fact that the big pharma-
ceutical carporations are dumpin
useless drugs on the Third World,
This is simply a money-grabbing
exercise of the MNC's. Whar is
eriminal however is that drugs
found to be dangerous in the
countries of manufacture ara sald
te the poerest of the poor,

By high-pressure sales promo-
tion (advertising, and detailmen)
and by co-opting consciznceless
private medical practitioners in
the countries of the :Third World,
the MNC's are not only plundering
the poor but causing incalculable
harm,

A sign of the times Is the
‘editorial’ from a journal called
“The Sri Lanka Family Dactor'

{Contined ot Page 1)



FDB : No more

Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike,
ex—Minister of lustice and
the auther of a muldude of
laws, both famous and infamous,
has consulted three SLFP lawyers

te ascertain whether his political
rights as a member of the SLFP

have been abridged, suspended
or robbed by the party's new
Constizution!

‘The  Felix  Papers’, which
reached the Lanka Guardian

last week, reveals an extraordi-
nary turn of events in the can-
tinuing crisis of the SLFP.

Has the party leader, Mrs.
Sirima  Bandaranaike MP, lost
confidence in her former Minis-

ter of Justice, Public Administra-
tion, Home Affairs and Local
Government, Finance, de facto
Foreign Minister, multiple-purpose
Man and Mr. Fixic? FDB  him-
self thinks so although he is still
the only SLFP'er who can address

the Leader "My dear Sirima™
(cne of the letters in the Felix
Papers).

The gquestion is: Can Felix

register himself a member of the
party in the Gampaha District
and thus cocme on the* party's
list at a future election? Even
if the answer is ‘*yes", FDB
says he does not want to change
hiz residence from Colombe 5,
just as much as he did net
change his religien. The aceual
wards he uses in explanation
are : *l don't want to fake
residence just as | didn't fake
my religious beliefs",

According to FDB, Mrs. Ban-
daranaike told the Weke (Dompe)
Bala Mandalaya members that
“my interpretation of the new
party constitution was wrong
it is incorrect that | am
disqualified by non-residence",

But *the Felix Papers” include
a photocopy of a front page of
the SLFP paper “DINAKARA™
which reperts Mrs. Bandaranaike
as saying "'SLFP offices should
be filled with people from

4

Dompe sans Satan?

Village Branches —no
parachutiscs”,

FDB objects

place for

strongly o the

pejorative  term  “‘parachutist'’.
He thinks that Mrs. B. ean
“drop the pilot" but should not

imply that he (FDB) was a para-
chutist because it was Mrs. B, who
in 1960 dropped him with a para-
chute on the Dompe electorate
where he made such a perfect pin-
point landing that he not anly bagged
the seat but the porcfolio of
Finance at the ags of 29. v
am no parachutist™, says Felix,
deeply wounded by the slight.
Nor is he ready to accept the
appellation  of “leng jumper”
because his only lapse into
elongation was frem Dlas  to
Dias Bandaranaike,

A far more serious
arises from FDB's legal

question
queries,

Though he addressed his inquiry
to  three SLFP lawyers (two
played a key role in drafting

the new party constitution) only
Mr. MNihal Jayawickrama (his ex—
Secretary) has submitted a writ-
ten reply. In answer to FDB's
first question (out of &), Mr.
Jayawickrema staces :

“In my opinien the new Cons-
titution does not contemplate
the continuance of his member-
ship by virtue of his regiscration
at party headquarters under the
previous constitution''

SLFP rights?

If this interpretation is cor-
rect, have all SLFP members
lost  their membership rights?

If sa, FDB can well ask, is there
an SLFP under the law.

Mr. Jayawickrema also  says
thzt the new constitution can-
hot be amended until the ins-

titutions contemplated by it have
been established. The ‘transitional
arrangements’ gave all power te
the party president. That arrange-
ment was for 9 months— i.e.
August,

FDB's circular to the Dompe
organizers states:

“After 2  discussion a2t which
several Weke Bala Mandalaya
Members  took pare, Mrs.

Bandaranalke, replying, made the
following points:-

“l. My interpretation

new  Party Constitution
wrong. It is incorrect
am  disqualified by
ence,

2. Under

of the

Was
that |
non-resid-

the new system of
propartional representation, thers
was no assurance that a candi-
date from any electorate, (Dom-
pe or anywhere else)) would be
inciuded in the Gampaha Districe
List of Candidates.

“3. If the new Party Constitu-
tion needed amendment, that
would be done, but only after
the new institutions were set
up, in terms of Ir.

“4. The party re-organisation

had to be completed by Augist
1979, and If there was no- sne
to undercake the task, she would
send a team from Colombo to
complete the re-organisation in
24 hours, (as was dons at Pana-
dura),

“5. She valued my services to
the Party highly, and had not
lost confidence in  me. Although
my feelings had been hurt, she
hoped 1 would at the request
of the people undertake the
re—organisation,”



Rosemary,

Sri Lankan success story In
Athe true American tradition
(“Is Bestselling Burgher Beauty
Sri Lanka's Answer fto lacqu-
eline Susann — the new Panadu-
ra Debate') Ms. Rogers has
returned teo the native heart for

a short sojourn. The dailies
dutifully halled our only Dellar
millienairess. Their Sunday
sisters swarmed about her with

starryeyed awe. The FTZ bosses
waited with bated breath for a
project proposal. Mo catty com-

ments, no Girl Guide giggles
were heard. The CDN had a
page | picture of her. The
‘Queen of Porn', as she was

called, was received in the
highest circles and showered with
compliments everywhere.

The average middle-class male
still not wholly dharmistarized
by the Public Philosophy of the
Mew Puritanism, (while being
mesmerized at the same time by
a mass media already adapting
itself to the MNew (;onsurnerlsm].

has always had access to what
the trade calls soft and hard
pornography. A sexy magazine

smuggled to him by some friend

abroad or furtive purchases In
a  back-street bookshop keep
secret fantasies  aflame. And

Porn and the

those who cannot afford “Sweet
Savage Love' (37.50) or #The
Crowd Pleasers” [(45/-) can get
their daily dese in newspapers,
some of them founded by our
great Buddhist revivalists.

A minor debate has  been
going on in the SUN about
the AXA comic strip. A Batti-

caloa padre protested about AXA
on the grounds of her scandal-
ous nudity. (See below). He
thought that AXA was a ‘girl
who  believed in women's Lib
and goes about fully unclothed.
“Back came angry protests from
women activisits, one of whom
wrote that Women's Lib was a
serious movement for *‘the poli-
tical, social and economic advan.
cement of women.... that pro-
tests agalnst sexist comics where
WOTIED depicted as  sex
objects..caiins at the beck and
call of predatory males.”

are

As man's power to dominate
the female declines, male fantas-
jes according to  sociologists
shift to pre-historic or futuristic
periods where nude women are
chased, captured and tamed by
gorilla-like males. It is back to
the hunt, and AXA obliges with
a daily dose of poses. The poses

New Culture

cater mainly to three types of
fetish legs, breasts and but-
tocks.

The escapist craze for men
from outer space or cave men
has an obvious explanation. How

else can naked women be openly
hunted like animals without the
police stepping  in

The Amazonian AXA  however
is a ‘typical female’ -— terri-
fied of rats as the July 5 strips
shows! When AXA volunteers to
kill the rac, the hero shouts:
“Run WWoman, your job is breed-
ing, not fighting."

Is this the shape of things to

come! Is TY with its third rarte,
racist sexist program (same of
them banned in the US) che

gateway to a new Culture?

A mason meets
a carpenter

I made the walls

And you made the roof
| True, he paid us both
But there is a board

“Beware of dogs"

And, for us the doors are
[ closed i
A, P. G. Sarathchandra
Habaraduwa.

YOU THINKE
100 MUCH. BURT®

WE'RE MEMN,

AREN'T WE ?

MO — WERE

AWTANTS! THAT'S Vgt

WHY WE MEED

THESE WOMEN AS
BREEDERS !




| International news

Congress and the new crisis

by Hector Abhayawardana

ight days have passed while
Ethis is being written, since

the resignation of Prime Minister
Morarji Desal's Government in
India and there is as yet no
indication of when and how a
new Gaovernment of India Is to
be formed. The lanata Party has
been reduced to some 203 members
in a House of 543, followlng the
desertion of former Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance
Charan Singh and his supporters to
form a2 Janata (Secular) Party. The
Congress lies divided batween the
official Congress led by Y. B.
Chavan with 75 members and
the Cengress {Indira) led by Indira
Gandhi with 71 members. MNei-
ther Japata (Secular) which has
some 76 members, npar the
official Congress nor Cengress (I)
can form a Government of its
own, It Is also virteally impos-
sible for two or more of them
to combine without generating
further individual splits,

Whether it be Janata (Secular)
Congress (I}, the bulk of those
who decide or are of importance
in allchese argnisations are veteran
Congressmen. lanata alene con-
tains an important, perhaps even
predominant, non-Congress com-
ponent wiz. the Jan Sangh which
today constitutes almost 50 per
cent of the lanata Parliamentary
Party and at all times has played
a decisive role within lapata by
reason  of its unified (Hindu)
communal outlock and its monoli-
thic discipline. Janataalse contains
an impertant contingent of Soci-
alists, many of whom have a
Congress past, even if an oppaosi-
tional or dissentient character.
But all the rest have an extensive
record of activity as members of
the Congress party and have
figured prominently in State level
pelitics during the post-Indepen-
dence period.  Mutuzl rivalries,
deriving from personal ambicions,
conflicting interests etc,, have

6

brought about irreconcilable in-
compatibliities and  necessitated
organisational separation. Individuals
may detach themselves from one
organisatien  and attach  them-
selves to another from time to
time in the pursult of career ar
other advantage. But that these
organisations can be compounded
is unthinkable,

If it is rthe disintegration of
the Congress Party and the
mutual rivalries and intrigues of

individual Congressmen that make
it fimpossible, or at any rate
difficult, to form a stable Govern-
ment in India, the question arises
why some other palitical party
does not make use of the disarray
or paralysis of the Congress to
set up its Government, The
answer to this question is thar,
though India is a parliamentary
democracy permitting a  mult
—parcty system, political power in
Indiza  has been wery much a
menapaly of the Congress Party
until fe  was- disrupted by a
combinatien of circumstances at
the General Election of [977.
There were other parties besides
the Congress Par? throughout
this period. Indeed, there ware
other parties besides the Indian
Mational Congress even during the
struggle for freedom from British
rule. But the Congress was the
party cthat  was fashioned by
Mahatma Gandhi for containing
the limited non-violent struggle
that he led and directed against
British imperialism. The Congress
was also the party that Pandic
Mehru and lesser national leaders
carefully fashicned to take charge

of the |Indian state when the
British transfered it to |Indian
hands. It was a parliamentary
party, led by representatives of
the business and professional
classes and schoaled by leng

experience in the art of political
mabilisation  and  manipulation.
But it was a party that brooked

Mr. Charan Singh was appointed
Prime Minister by the President
last week and took his oaths on
July 28 — a few davs after this
article was written.

no challenge to its complete
control of the Indlan state,

This is not te say that there
were  constitutional or  legal
restrictions on Indian parliamen-
tary democracy that made it
Impossible to  set up political
Partles to fight the Congress at
elections, When  layaprakash
Marayan led the Socialists out fo
the Congress in 1947 and instituted

the Soclalist Party of India his
intention was to challenge the
Congress party's monopoly of

power from the Left. Shyampre-
sad Mukherjee, prompted by the
RSS hierarchy, cast off the openly
communal cleak of the Hindu
Maha Sabha for the disguise of
lan Sangh in order to challenge
the Congress: from the Right.
Somewhat later, exasperated by
the Socialist demagogy of Mehru
and the expanding role of state
in the econemy through the five
—year plans, M. R. Masani launched
the Swatantra Party from a Plat-
form of free and unrestricced
private enterprise as a secular
challenge to the Congress from
the Right. There was also the
challenge proffered by the Com-
munist Party These challengers
were able to make headway here

or there jn the S5tates. But on
the scale of the Unian of |ndia,
while the Congress party con-
trived to retain its basic organisa-
tional integrity, there was no
real threat to its monopoly of
pOWET.

This position contrascs with he
relationship of general confronta-
tien betweaen the Congress and



Left and Right wing opposition
parties in the States of India.
For some time the Governments

in all States were constituted by
the Congress Party. But in the
year 1975 a Communist Parry
Government was set up in Kerala,
followed by a United Front
Government in West Bengal. Other
non-Congress parties, some of
them regional in character like
the Ganatantra Parishad of Orissa
or the DMK of Tamil Nad or
the Akali Dal of Punjab, succeded
in setting up State Governments

from time to time. Ar the
General Elections of 1976 the
Congress was defeated by a coali-
tion of both Right and Left
Opposition  parties  and  npon-
Congress Governments wera set
up in several States. But at the

centre the Congress still enjoyed
a safe majerity of 40 until Morarji
Desai led a revelt of Congress
State bosses against the [ndira
Gandhi leadership in Mew Delhi
and crossed over to the Opposi-
tion in Parliament with 55 members.
The Congress Party was reduced

te a minority in Parliament but
contrived to survive with the
support  of smaller parties, put
through radical measures like

Bank Matlonalisation and abolicion
of privy purses of the Princes
and returned to power with a
greatly enhanced majority at the
election of early 197),

Indira Gandhi was able rto
restore  the monepoly of the
Congress Parey by appealing direct-
ly to the radical urges of the
masses of People. It was, however,
a2 mere tactical device as far as
she was concerned.  She generated
hopes of liberation from poverty
("“Garibi Hatao" was her election
slogan) and set out subsequently
to stifle those hopes by a dec-
laration of “Emergency’ in early

1975. The radical urgss of the
masses were not some form of
Political perversity. They sprang
from their increasing misery,
despite four . Flve-year Plans, and
the obvious signs of a general
crisis of the Indian economy,

his economy had begun to stag-

nate from the early nineceen
—cixries. The index of annual
growth of industrial production

averaged a mere 7 percent bet-
ween |951 and 1965, slumped to

3.5 per cent in 1969 and 1970
and hovered at less than 4 parcent
between 1970-1975. Agricultural
productivity had increased greatly
in the large holdings, resulting
in the mergence of a powerful
rural bourgeoisie. But over 44
per cent of village households
had less than | acre of land and
more than 50 per cent of village

people lived below the paverty
linz,
The powerful new rural bour-

geoisie not only blocked the road
to the deliverance from hunger
and oppression of the majority in
the wvillages, but through its
agcumulatian of land and contral
over credit and marketing con-
stituted a brake on the develop-
ment of argiculture itself.  As the
bastion of the whole system of

class and caste oppression in
India ic was also the foundation
of the wast structure of the

Congress Party.  But the induscrial
bourgeoisie, which dominated the
cities and constituted the unifying
element in the economy of the
country as a whole, urgently
needed the expansion of the
mai ket through extension of agri-
cultural productivity in the rural
areas. Thelr  hold over the
Congress Party ac the Centre
effected a cleavage between the
Government  in MNew Delhi and
the State Government which were
in the service of “kulak" Interests.
Since Mew Delhl was unable to
release the rural ecansmy from
the stranglehold of “kulak' inter-
ests, it was essential to restrict
the power of these interests by
some curtailment of democracy
if a way out of the crisis of the
economy was to be found.

Indira Gandhi, as Congrass Prime
Minister, made clever use of this
need of industrial monopoly capital
to institute her own monopoly
of power, But her Emergency

Rule did net, and indeed could
not seek to break the strangle-
hold of the "“kulak” aver the
rural economy and made little
impact on the economic crisis
itself, The Emergency only drove
the people of India into bitter
hostilicy to her, her party and
her Gavernment and ¢reated a

vacuum in the structure of power
in the country. The Janata Party

was a pathetic attempt to scramble
together a political party out of
several divergent and even mutu-
ally antagonistic political forces
to step Into this vacuum. It was
hopad that the winning of state
power at the elections would
iron out conflices and disagree-
ments and eventually produce a
viable political party.  But laya-
prakash Marayan and a curious
assartment of do—gooders, dreamers
and careerists were merely being
najve in promoting this experi.
ment. They paid no heed at all
to the dzep crisis of the economy
that underlay the crisis of the
political process and the burden
of class and casce oppression that
was making life in the villages
difficule to endure for the over-
whelming ~ majority of  their

peaple.

If the Congress Gavernmant of
Indira Gandhi clamped the dic-
ratorship of industrial monopoly
capital over the state, reducing
the rural bourgeocisie to a posi-
tion of junior partner in the
administration, the Janata Party
by freeing the state from dic-
tatorship sought to re—establish 2

division of spheres of influence
becween induscrial and agrarian
capital on the bazis of the

demarcation of Centre and S5tate
Interests But the attempt to
bring this about only led teo
internal crisis within the Janata
Party and has resulted in the
break-up of the Party and the
collapse of its Government. The
real representatives of the *kulak”
bourgeoisie, viz.  Charan Singh
and his lieutenants of the former

BLD, have walked out of the
Janata Parcty and pitched thelr
camp on  ‘'secular’ territory

which different Congress leader-
ships have long made familiar in
India. The Janata (5) Party secks
to engage in a demagogic appeal
to all forces which have grievances
against the tyranny of monopoly
capital and the upper castes. Buc
it makes no atcempt at all ro
address itself to the basic crisis
of economy and its reflection in
the power structure. In that
sense, it will re=enact the tragady
of the Janata party from which
it split and is certain to do fo

(Coniinued an Page 11}



After Nicaragua, what next?

hen the dictatorship starts

to totter the dictator is the
first to flee to safety. Holding on
to power as tenacioulsy as Wan
Thieu, Somoza stayed longer than
the Shah. But even in his heavily
forcified “bunker', the evident
symbol of the growing isolation
of his regime at home and abroad,
Somoza was seized a fortnight age
by a sense of insecurity. In a
characteristic gesture he had his
Matlonal Guard commanders declars
their loyalty to him on - the
Micaraguan radio. '""We are with
you Chief", they all szid, one by
one. Mow the Chief is not with
them. He Iz in the LS.

Somoza is gone. The clique of
corrupt men who shared the
rewards of a dynastic dictatarship
installed and sustained by the
US, the bankers and the business-
men, the generals who ordered
air—strikes on towns and villages,
the policemen who ran the torture
chambers, will be summoned scon
to pay the price of tyranny,
perhaps the summary justice of a
people too leng plundered and
oppressed.

Spearheaded by the Sandinista
guerrillas, the combined Opposition
struggie to oust the dynastic
dictatorship of General Somoza
approached its climax In June,

lefc wich few

Washingron was
options. In the [950's, the US
marines would have intervened

on a2 pretext as clumsily contrived
as that which  justified the
invasion of the Dominican Repub-
lic, In the 60's the intervention
would have been more covert,
generally through the US—sponsored
OAS. But it Is a sign of the
decline of US dominance in the
area that even the OAS recently
refused to back a propesal by Mr.
Vance for a peace—keeping force,

Though the U5 found itsalf
completely outvated at the OAS
meeting and even Brazil cut
off relations with Micaragua, the
possibility of WS intervention
could not be entiraly ruled out.
The Nicaraguan sitation is

paralleled in  neighbouring El
Salvador and Guatemala although

B

the conflict has not reached the
critical intensity of the struggle
in Micaragua.

There is a growing opinion
in the US chatthe Adminiscration
must prove that America is not
weak or helpless, The revolution
in lran was a devastating blow to
the American psyche.

Could the US *reach a lesson®
in Micaragua?
Political background

In a broad analysis of the internal
political situation. Hugh O'shaug-
nessy, Latln America correspondent
of the FT, wrote:

"Since 1932 the power has been

concentrated not in the hands of
Fourteen Families but in those of
only one, the Somozas. General

Anastasio Somoza is President as
was his brother Luis and his father,
also Anastaslo, before him. Either
directly when they occupied the
presidency, or indirectly through
naminees when they did not, the
Somozas have had Micaragua in an
iren grip for nearly five decades,
Anastasio Somoza the elder was
inscalied as head of the Mational
Guard which was established by
the U.5. Armyat the end of its
oceupation. He subsequently took
contral of one of the two long
established political parties, the
Liberals,

“"During its rule the family dynasty
has built up a wery big business
empire based on large land haldings
and a share in almost every substan-
tlal enterprise In the country
including Mamenic, the shipping
line and Lanica, the airline”

The Sandinista Mational Libera-
tion Front (FSLM) has been on the
strategic offznsive since cthe latter
half of last year. Aveiding che
frequent and fatal error of many
revolutionary movements in Latin
Ametica and the ‘'Third ‘Warld'
the FSLM launched its military
offensive to coincide with the moad
ofthe masses. Fellowing the murder
early last year of the moderate
publisher and newspapsr aditor
Pedro  Joaquin  Chamerro  the
Micaraguan people engaged in
spontaneous direct action and mass

struggle, the zenith of which was
the nation-wide popular insurrec-
tion of September (L. G. Sep-
tember |5th [978.) Theinsurrection
was sparked off by the FSLN’s
spectacular occupation of the
Micaraguan Mational Assembly -2
complecely suecessful operation the
choreography of which ensures its
place as a classic in the annals
af guerrilla warfare. The mass
upsurge was not completely an-
ticipated by the Sandinista though
they did not fail ta play the role
of armed spearhead which devolved

on them. Using superior fire'-
power, including artillery, tanks
and airstrikes  against clvilian

targets Somoza managed to quell
the Insurrection, killing over 20,
000 people. The Amnesty Interna-
tional report of lune |97% estimates
that around 30, 000 people have
died in Micaragua in the past one
year.

At the time Agence France
Presse  reported thar  U.5.
citizens, Cuban and South Vietnamesa
exiles resident in USA fought as
mercenaries alongside  Somoza's
Mationzl Guard.

In a classic example of the working
of the dialectic, Semoza’s tempo-
rary military victory ensures his
political defeat. The ferocity of
his repressive action isolated him
completely in the local arena with
the Mational Guard his only source

of internal supporc. He was also
isolated  politically  frem  his
neighbours in the region whose
perception of their naticnal sell
Interests have led them to sever
ties wich Somoza. Public Oplnloa,

both wichin the US and globally
precluded any overt American
suppart for their grotesque offspring
(L. G. Oect. I5th [978)

In  Septembsr, the FSLM
combatants made a strategic
withdrawal from the smouldering
towns into the mountains and
jungles, their ranks swollen by
yOungsters escaping Somoza's
genocide. In their'libzrazed zones'
the F3LMN  rearmed and trained
readying for combat, With Semoza's
pelitical isalation atr its maximum,
his pawer base at its narrowest,
with  the liberal  bourgesisic
paralysed, and objective/subjeccive
conditions at cheir mosc mature,
the Sandinistas returned.



Yugoslavia’s special practice

by Mervyn de Silva

he non-aligned cenference is

the politicised voice of the
Third Warld, The West realises
that the greater cohesion of this
group and its consclidation, the
graver the threat to Western
interests, The West is also con-
scious of anether fact. MATO
has no chiefrain but we all know

wha it is. The Warsaw Pact has
no Bosses but there's no doube
sbout the Identity either. |In

that sense, the non-aligned have
no ‘“leader” for chairmanship has
gone from country to country to
country every three years or =o.
Yer, every movement has active
and dynamic members, and many
who are not very energesic
members wha carry influence and
weight within the movement, and
those who don't. Pradoxicaliy, a
loose organisation which s not
too Institutionalized, without too
many rigid rules, allows the more

active and articulate to assert
themselves. The position of
chairman obviously offers such
possibilities.

It is in this light of such

awareness that the West's post-73
general manoeuvres . vis-a-vis the
Third World, and its particular
concerns in the pre-Havana period
should be understood. To obscura
jssues, to divert and dissipare
Third World energies, to demor-
alise the group and sow discord
through propaganda and to divide
its ranks were zll elements in
the West's broad strategy. To
make Cuba its special target was
jts main preoccupation at the
moment.

Yugoslavia's considerable and
steady Influence within the group
was based not only on its pioneeer-
ing role. If Nehru fachered the
inspiracional idea, Yugoslavia became
the |declogical guru of the move-
ment, and the durable Tito, its
father—figure,

Using the Marxist methodology
and idiem so familiar to its
leadership and its intellectuals,
Yugoslavia quietly builc up (and

this s a singular achievement for
which great credit is due) what
may be called a "a theory” of
non-alignment, a set of basic
principles, and their veprrect'”
interpretation and application in
glven situations.  Yugoslavia was
not merely a founder member
but the acknowledged theorist,

What was
the [960's

not so apparent in
but became evident
under the pressure of events
today is the distinction between
these theoretical formulations and
the actual content of Yugolavia's
own foreign policy.

Yugoslavia's own  policy was
influenced by an axiomatic factor
(geography) and its historic con-
frontation with Stalin. Since 1948,
the Yugoslav leadership has seen
the latter as the major premise
of national policy.

So some non-aligned spokesmen
could interpret non-zlignment as
“equidistance’” from the power
blacs but Yugoslavia, in the
practical pursuic of its own per-
ceived interests, could not in fact
share even this narrow Interpre-
tion because its concerm, its
obessive cancern was to ‘'distance’’
itself from Moscow. Some an-
alysts describe this as an inbujlt
anti-Soviecism in Yugoslavia‘s for-
eign policy but this may be too
strong a term. [t is interescsting
to note however the way in
which China's  epenly virulent
anti-Sovietism has gradually led to
a confluence, an objective link-up,
of interests with a leading nen
—aligned nation  which  China
branded as the first Marxist
renegade and revisionist. Andin

practice, China's *“world view"
and Yugeslavia's eown nen-align-
ment have moved towards con-

vergence especially after China's
chesen role today as the ‘‘guasi
—ally’ of the US and the West.

“hfrer Tite, what!" is no exercise
in journalistic glibness, The unity
and cohesion of the republic, its
economic future (unlike che other

sacialist economies, Yugoslavia has
not stood up too well to the
external pressures generated by
the post-73 crisis of the market—
economies), the complexion of of
post-Tite leadership and its effect
on foreign policy and regional
relations are all serious questions.
These are the anxieties which
account for the nervous urgency
in Yugoslavia's backstage diplomatic
activity today.

Two issues exposed the difference
or gap between precept and
practice, thus revealing the hidden
essence of Yugoslav foreign policy:

(a) Yugoslavia will not support
the recognition of the Hem Samrin
government becauss Yistnamesa
forces are still  present  in
Kampuchea, The principles involved
are “‘nen-interference’’ and
“territorial  integrity.,”  Though
some observers ralsed che oid issue
of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh,
which may be long ‘forgotten’
histary, it is argued that here two
non-aligned nations are involved.
But there was the immediately
close parallel of Tanzania and
Uganda, a parallel made closer
still because both cases  involved
a genocidal and universally hated
dictator, Pol Por and I|di Amin.
Where was the concern for
principles there? Was it not that
Yugoslavia saw in the Asian situa-
tion a chanece to attack what it
gaw as a Soviet interest  which
was absent in the African  instance!

(b) Yugoslavia has always regarded
the Palestenian issue as the heart
of the Arab-lsracli conflice. Mow
the ArabLeague has expelled Egypt
for betraving the Palestinians, the
PLO and the other Arabs by
signing 2 treaty wicth lsrasl under
the aegis of a superpower, in
essence a multilateral arrangement
with military implications. lust
before the Colombo meating Tito
made a special trip to West Asia
as part of his effort to dissuade
the Arabs from demanding the
‘suspension’ of Egypt. Again, the
{Continued on Puge 11)



Non-alignment (3)

Havana : real
by A. W. Singham

he US has found itself in a
major conflice  with a very
small natien In  world politics,

namely, Cuba, The United States
finds Cuba's policy in Africa and
the non-aligned movement an-
tithetical to its own interestcs, |t
is not accidental that the Uniced
States, West Germany, and China
have all called for Cuba's expulsion
from the non-aligned movement.
The grounds for their calling for
Cuba's expulsion was based on
a new criterion of membership
that the non-aligned movement
itself has never accepted. In other
words, the West is now arguing
that since Cuba is 3 Marxlst=
Leninist state and is ideclagically
close to the Soviet Union it does
not deserve to be a member of
the non-aligned movement. This
indead is a very erroneous reading
of the nature of the non-aligned
movement. It should alsa be
remembered chat if the United
States pursues this argument to

its logical conclusion then those
non-aligned states that are the
most  pro-American, like Saudi

Arabia, Zaire, and Somalia, would
alse face the possibility of expulsion.
This would indeed mean the destruc-
tion of the movement as a whole,

There Is another factor that is
often overlooked about Cuba’s role
in the non-aligned movement,
Cuba, it must be remembered, is
In the final analysis, a Caribkean
nation., The Caribbean was the
first modern society established in
the MNew YWorld, It was created
with fragments from Europe, Asia
and most importantly Africa, In
a sociclogical sense, it would be
argued that the Carlbbean was the
first international seciety in the
Mew World.,  This sociclogical
characteristic gives nations like
Cuba and Jamaica a distinct
advantage in world politics. It is
therefore no accident that in many
internacional gatherings, Caribbean
countries often assume leadership
positions primarily because they
seem to be confortable with the

10

challenge from outside

whaole range of the world's cultures
which they are quite accustomed
to in their own societies. As
countries like Cuba, Jlamaica, and
Guyana, continue to participate in
warld polities one must begin to

understand them not merely as
satellites of the existing world
system but as individual nations

trying to work out their descinies
in the labyrinth of world politics.

Indeed, it is this very aspect of
world political development that
s2ems to f'lﬁ\"E L'DI'EStEI.NEJ}" CDI'I'FUSEC'
U.5. foreign palicy makers, namely,
their incapacity to understand that
nations and peoples do develop
autonomous views of the warld and
that even those who are a subject
people are capable of being
independent U5, foreign policy,
it would seem, is based on some
erroneous assumptions. One of
the more important of these is
the assumption that the late
entrance of the naciens of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America, into
the political world means that they
de not have the experience to
deal with the complexities of world
politics. Such an assumption fails
to recognise the fact that many of
the peoples of the Third World
have had 2 long and prolonged
dealing with the nations of Europe
and the world system generally,
As a resulc of the struggle against
colentalism, many of these peoples
have developed a very sophisticated
understanding of world policies.
They thus view the United States’
attempt to lecture them on world
pelitics as an act of arrogance:
such an arrogance they deem
illgrounded for they conceive of
the United States ieself as being
a very new nation in the realm
of world politics. They also resent
the fact thar the Western nations
have often assumed that Just be-
cause a nation js poerit isincapable
of being accepted into the family
of nations as an equal unit. Many
of these countries have objected
that just  because they are
“economically backward" does not

make them sociologically, racially,
or Intellectually inferior.

For the nen-aligned peaples,
the attitude of the West, and
particularly of the United States,

towards them appears to  be
blatantly racist. It is precisely for
these reasons that a normally

moderate leader [ike Julius Nyerere
should became outrzged at the
suggastion of Eastern nations as
to how Africans should handle the
issue of forelgn domination. As
he stated: "“We all know the facts
of power in the World, But we
cannot z2ll be expected to accept
without question this new insult
to Africa and to Africans. ‘We
may be weak, but we are human,
We do know when we are being

deliberately provoked and
insulted."
It is of course tragic that a

mazjor power of the stature of the
United States should adopt such
a hostile attitude towards the non-
aligned movement which, in the

final analysis, represents nothing
but the “poor and wretched of
the " earth. [c, is becoming

increasingly popular in these days
of crude power politics to make
the victims (the poor) responsible
for the current world crisis. On
another  historical occasion, a
similar group of people were
chosen by a pawerful natien to be
blamed far the crisis of the world.
For It was the poor and oppressed
lewish peeple in the ghetroes aof
Europe who were blamed by the
fascists for the crisis of Western
Civilisation who then proceeded
to engage in one of the most
dastardly acts of modern history,
namely that of attempting to
eliminate the Jews, There is a
tendency, especially in times of
acute social c¢risis, ta loock for
scapegoats in history, and what
petter candidate is there In the
twentieth century than the “poor
and oppressed of the warld™?
The non-aligned movement, in the
final analysis, isa mere collection
of small, paor, Third World nations



who areseeking to find an answer
to  the twin issues of the
twentieth century, namely chat of
war and of poverty. They call for
disarmament and the creation of
a  new internaticnal economic
order.

The waorld order seems to be
gradually changing from the post
Warld War Il period. Most of
the assumptions of the cold war
period seem no longer relevant.
The world Is seeing the emergence
of new centres of economic power,
especizlly West Germany and Japan
whe are seriously challenging the
Unlted States for Third World

markets. China appears to have
disassogiated  jtself from  the
socialist camp and is  identifying

itself with the West. France which
has been dormant appears to be
exerting its influence as a world
power. In additien Britain and
Canada have electad conservative
gavernments who appear to be
junior partners in the growing
world capitalist camp, Thus the
MA  movement faces a growing
challenge from these “new powers”
who have strong links with the
old enemies of non-alignment.
Isracl and South Africa, Thus in
Havana the real challenge to the
unity of the movement will come
from without the movement and

not from within as others have
predicted. @ .
Congress . ..

(Continned from Pape 7)

much more swiftly than its prede-
£ossor, There is little that
Charan Singh «can give India in
the form of a stable government,

With both the Congress (Swaran

Singh) and the Congress (I}
incapacitated by  their  split,
Morzrji Desai cannot be blamed

for the obstinacy with which he
holds to thes isadership of the
Janata Parliamentary Party and
that he be summoned to form
the Goverument on the ground
that his party is numerically the
biggest in the Lok Sabha, The
question, however, Is not whe-
ther Morarji Dasai can or cannot
form ancther Government. |t is
far more important whether such
a Government can make any

difference to the basic crisis of
the Indian economy and its reflec-
tion in the political process,
Without such an impact, how long
will another Moraji Desai Govern-
ment lastd.

Yugoslavia’s . . .
(Continwed from Page g)

non-aligned bureau cannot expel
or suspend members, a valid princi-
ple. However Yugoslavia's support
far Sadat in the face of PLO, Arab
and Bureau agreement that the
Camp David Accords violates UN
resolutions, not to mention non-

aligned  resclutions, raises the
question of the true content of
Yugoslavy  policy.

As the LG, (June I5) noted

Castro will not need any special
tuition in non-alignment theories,
ideclogy of internationai politics.
The 7th summict will be held in
Baghdad where the Arab League
met to expel Egypt. Realising that
the influence it wielded these
vaars fromits pre-eminent position
within the group may slip away,
Yugoslavia favours all kinds of
“procadures” and “reforms' which
In  effect will dilute the powers
of the chairman and the bureau.

But non-aligned members who
l'la'-’ECJFEfLIH:r' studied Cuba canduct
itself (and these include the Sri
Lanka delegation} have baen im-
pressed by the sense of responsibility
and rectitude that Cuba has shown.

Drugs ...

(Conrirwed from Page 3)

(see cover) which announces with
shameless glee that good times
are here again with the privace
sector parmitted to imporec drugs,
regardless of prices, and sell them
under brand names,

Dr. Senaka Bibile's pioneering
battle against this  world — wide
racket earned him the regard and
respect of the U, M. and several
other Third VWorld countries. s

his work to be quietly interred
in the interests of the new
economic policy and che private
sector!  (Sce U, Karunatilleke's

article on Page |3).
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1 Medicine

Pharmaceuticals (2)

The 34 Drug Program

by U. Karunatilleke

t was in 1973, that the change
Ireally began with the implemen-
tation of the Bibile-5.A. Wickrema-
singhe recemmendations on drugs.
As far as local manufacture was
concerned, the newly founded State
Fharmaceuticals Corporation took
over respansibility for the manu-
facture and distribution of 34 of
the most essential and widely used
drugs. This was called the 34
Drug Programme. It had an
immediate impact on the local drug
industry because their hitherto
idle production capacity was fully
commissioned, sometimes to the
extent of working additional shifts
in producing the essential drugs
needed by the large mass of our
people. In  line with WHO

The Sri

asked the local

at inflated prices,
nationalized,

Next,

struclure.

12

Lankan

the drug transnationals
Pharmaceutical Corporation. Finally, after the Bandaranaike adminis- [
[ tration lost the mid-1977 elections, private lobs were again  allowed [
to import drugs, which was equivalent to undermining  ihe  whole |

(Adupred from the ‘Manchester Guardian, riafzg)

recommendation these drugs were
produced and distributed under
their generic names. Overnight
the market was shorn of hundrads
of fancy names, which  had
confused doctors and patients alike
for decades, Overnight  the
expensive promotional premia an
these names did not exist anymore
and people were for the first
time able to afford to be Il without
facing starvation as well.

All private  manufacturers did
not enter this eperation with the
same degree of willingness. In
fact, as | mentioned earlier the
first conference brought to the
surface  different  degrees of
reluctance. The skies were darkened
by flying  Vice-Presidents of

Case |

What happens when a Third World nation dares  to stand  wp to
the giant transnational dryg companies? In Sri Lanka there WETE ONnce |
23 different kinds of tetracyeline and 12 sorts of choloramphenical on
| the local market. But from 1962-70 the government cut the total number
of drugs from 4,000 to 630 (WHO says that 80-85% of sick people in
hospitals in industrial societies ean he treated with S(0-800 drug
products, and that basic health needs can be mek with 299 “ezgential
drugs™ and 30 “complementary™ products)

Then the State Pharmaceutical Corporation began to worry,

But in 1964, when there was a cholera outhresk and the government |

subsidiary of an American firm to convert bulk

tetracycline into capsules for the epidemic victims, the company stalled

with guestions about patents, contracts, uand technical control, The

Sri Lankans finally had to aiclift tetracycline capsules from abroad
When drug officials asked to have the company

the American Ambassador

the prime minister and headed off nationalization, |

personally  Intervemed with

threatened Lo hoycott the State

‘ research

multinational
bring all the
of their trade to
local administratives and politicians
to enlist them against the proposed

companies trying to
promational  skills
bear on cthe

changes. The most raucous voices
were raised against the proposals
to emphasize generic names. The
same pseudoscientific jargon used
in drug prometion was now used
to twist  such concepts  as
bioavailability to support the use
of brand names. They alse sought
to strengthen other superstitions
held by the public and the
medical profession alike about the
investment of the big
names in the drug business, When
the commotion had died dewn,
and the visiting vice presidents
had departed, it was found that
most of the private  sector
manufacturers  were regardless
of the fuss manufacturing the large
volumes of drugs offered by the
Government on the 34 drug
programme.  Of course in  the
true traditions of the private
sectar, very fow admitted that
they were In the programme.
Privately  they got down to
producing so much drugs on the
programme that the National Drug
Quality Control laboratery which
was also set up on the Bibile—
Wickremasinghe recommendations,
found it difficult to cope up with
the volume of local production.



From [973, enwards (Table 1
the local pharmaceutical induscry
showed a steep growth rate. From
a2 16 million rupee turnover in
1973 it reached 40.4 milllan in
1976, remazrkable growth of 555
There are hardly any elements of
inflation in this growth because
there was rigid price control,
There was alsa no devaluation
during this periad. Hence the
increase represents a true volume
growth in local drug eutput. The
growth between 976 and |978
however has to be discounted feor
inflation (removal of price cantral
and devaluation of the rupee).
This does not of course apply to the
Govt, figures when you consider
that most Government tenders are
won at competetive prices. They
are not affected much by removal
of price contral except in column
2 where there js a massive c.id.
increase quite out of propartion to
devaluation showing that abolition
of price contral has resulted in a
foreign exchange drain. This is
confirmed in the last column
where again the increase becween
1976 and 1978 is out of proportian
to devaluation,

On the basis of this growth the
pharmaceutical industry has been

] “In 1980, revenues from forelgn
sales of preseriptizn drugs aecoun-
ted for abour 213% of the toral
revenue of American-based phar-
maceutical Tirms, In 1980, chis
figure js expected 1o be about
s, Most of chis increase is
through sales to LDC's  since
markers In western industrialized
socleties are relagively saturaged'”,

. .
“some drug firms have |oined
rogether to become one campany:
ochers have diversified into such
areas as hospital equipment, food,
sporting goods, and entertalnment;
still others have been purchased
by large conglomerates,  Since
1963, for example, Coca-Cala,
Standard Oif, Ligger and Meyers,
United Fruir, Foremost Dairies,
and Hershey Chocelatss have all
entered into the production and

sales of drugs™

® L

“Onedlisadvantage Is the ereation
of an [mappropriate  or even
harmful view of drugs and health,
[ Pharmaceutical campanies “push”
| drug: at  an excessive  rate in
countries whera other responies

—such as  broad  social an |
en¥ironmenta| changes— are called
far. For example, the ratio of
detzilmen  (drug salesmen} ta
dispensars (physiclans 2nd pharma-
cists) 1s higher in the LDC's than

in advanced economies, and they
are often paid more than physicians,
Other forms of advertizing and
promotion are alse intense’”

* *

“Finally the profits are more
likely to be used to subsidize
expensive resezrch on *‘rich man’s
dizeazes*’ such as cancaer, heart |
dizease, and psychological disease,
which are acute enly in alfluent
societies  Reosearch in widespread
trapical diseases is neglecred™,

L =

“a second factar is the abilizy
of the TMP o use its connections
in the heme country to influence
the host gavernment depending
on the political and economic
influence of the company and
the need of the host country for
military or economlc assistance *,

— Richard Pratt
University of Hawaii

able to double its employment companies in preduction of routine  all the very poor constituce 909
potential; in the technical gradesthe  drug needs that research isstilla  of our population.
intake has been even higher the far away prospect. After all, the
call being for Specigl Chemistry  significant fruits of research have It is relevant to examine some
Graduates and  graduates in  already entered the Formulary. If of the constraints in the local
Pharmacy. It must be pointed out  the local companies can continue scene, Pharmaceutical plant costs
however that these represent to bring the products of the comparatively litele. With very
routine production and quality Formulary to the sick beds of the small investments in equipment a
control and not research in the country's poor, to the rural company can simply double and
real sense apart from tropicalization  clinics, and the village schools, treble its productive capacity.
studies, There is stillso much to 903 of their responsibilitcy has However in preceeding years, the
be done by the local pharmaceutical  been discharged, because after (Continwed on Page 15}
|, = _.I
TABLE I |
|
Govt. Govt, Private Govi. Private Local Local Total |
Hospitals Imports Sector raw Seclor Produc- Produc- Dirug
& Clinics  for pvl. Imporis material raw mate-  tion for tion for Bill
secior imports rial pvl. Govl.
distri- imports sector
bution |
|
1973 (establishment of
5.Pp.C)** 0m 13m &m — Gm 25m Im 6% m
1975 {climax, controls) 32m 30 m il 6m 9 m B m 23m 102.3 m
1578 (decontrol) S4m 0 m 15m 12m 1Tm 75 m Tm 231 m

*351ate Pharmaczuticals Corporation




| Cinema

‘Hansa Vilak’ - an opportunity lost

by H. A. Seneaviratne

he Sinhala film has begun to

display remarkable poten-
tiality as an art. *‘Hansa-
Vilak® (A Swan Lzke), the
preview of which was held

recently shows such remarkabilicy

as far as the craft of our films
is concerned, that its director,
Dharmasiri  Bandaranaike, will

surely emerge as a film director
who has mastered cone's craft in
his wvery firsc film,

Can=
any

Craft by itself, however,
not be the strang peint in
work  of art.  As Tolstay
says, in order to express him-
self so that all may understand
it, the arcist *“must have such
mastery of his craft thac  when
walling thinks of the laws of
motion.”

The film *‘Hansa Vilak" com-
bining both fantasy and reality,
utilizes the diverse techniques of

photography, editing and scund
mixing in all their complexities
so much so that there appears

to be much outward novelty in
it. But the f‘‘receptive. spec-
tator, the one whe can”, in
the words of Oscar Wilde,
vsuppress his own silly views,
his own foelish prejudices, his
own absurd ideas of what arc
should be or should not be",
iz sure to ask himself whether

all these intricasies were neces-
sary to deal with the subject
matter of the film. He might

even |eave the auditorivum at the
end of cthe film not with the
impact of the subject matter of the
film but under the stress of the
complexity of the techniques
used. The form of ‘Hansa Vil-
al’ is overdone to the point of
repeating several sequences in
toto, with dialogues, for a
second time, Ih an atcempt o
follow a lazy impressionistic style,
as it were,

also
film

Mot only the foem, but
the subject matter of the
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appears to be new and complex
to the Sinhala film  geoer. It
deals with the emaotional
problems of two married couples

whose matrimonial  bond  had
been suddenly disrupted.

The extra=marital sexual rela-
tionship between Miranda, the
wife of Douglas, and Nissanka,
the husband of Samanthi is

suddenly disclosed with the police
raiding the hotel in which the
‘illieit’ couple had found tempo-
rary lodging. This results in
Miszanka leaving his wife and
two  children, a son and  a
daughter. This alse results in
Miranda leaving husband and her
daughter. Missanka and Miranda
are united [n  marriage, but.
apparently, thelr past emotional
attachments continue to harass
them. Douglas and Miranda starc
mesting each other on the pre-
text of helping their daughter to
overcome the shock of separ-
ation of her parents. MNlssanka
does not like Miranda meeting
her former husband. He does
not  visit  his  former  wife,
Samanthi, his children; but he
goes to her ultimately in sheer
desparation, only to be thrown
out by Samanthi's elder brother.
Missanka falls Into such a  state
of despair and mental imbalance
by the real and Imaginary
meetings of Douglas and Miranda
and also by the fact of him
being thrown out of Samantchi's
house that he, as far as |
understand, in his imagination,
kills Miranda (reminiscent of the
popular  Sinhala  film  *'Duhuiu
Malak') and zn old lady in his

escape from Imaginary arrest.
The film ends with a seguence
suggestive aof his re-union with

Samanthi who had come to talk
matters over wich Miranda.

‘Hansa Vilak™ is the firsc Sinhala
film to attempt to deal substantially
with the psychology of a character
in the language of the film. But

the subject matter of the fllm is
not mere fantasy or hallucinations
of a man overridden by emotional
stress and mental agony. [t traver-
ses both fantasy and reality,

Opn  his trips to these realms
the director —although he has
emerged as an auteur in our
contemporary film and not just a
craftsman—fllm maker—appears to
have lost his way. So will the
spectators be, since the separation
between fantasy and reality in the

film is not very distinct. It
would have been acceptable to
the spectator if the film was

dealing with mere fantasy or with
the subject of the thinness of the
separation of fantasy and reality
itself or with the subject of fan-
tasy being the basis of realicy
or vice versa. But it Is not so,
as the story wili indicate. There-
fore, it will definitely be difficult
for the spectator to achieve much
aesthetic pleasure from the com-
plexity of the film. It will only
recard him from achieving it.

The raw-material ucilized for
the subject matter of cthe film
also shows some novelty., There
are the children rendered helpless
by the actions and emotions of
the eldars, there are alsos the
children playing about quite uncon-
cerned and ignorant of the world
of the elders chat is cracking
up, there js che believer in God
who tries to convince that the
only salvation lies in che belief
in Him alone, there is alse the
police who preach morality.  But
these elements do not combine
in the film to project any coherant
or new view of the world, Ulti-
mately one Is left to conclude
simply that happinsss lies in the
repression of one's sex and even
iove in order to protect the dis-
intagration of the family as ic
exists In a bourgesis society,
But then these things are not as
simple as all that.



An artist is free, however, ta
give even a decadent view in a work
of art. But It must be convincing;
otherwise it fails as a waork of art.

In *Hansa Vilak’, there are
also certain gaps or omissions in
credibility that will rzise uneasy

questions in the mind of the
spectater. The gquestion as to
how and why the relationship
between Missanka and Miranda

had devsloped is the most obvious
one, jThis might net have been
an important matter If cthe film
were a total fantasy dealing with
the psychology of a man, since
in that case there will be a
greater degree of willing suspen-
sion of disbelief on that score,
from beginning to end. But this
is a realistic film with the elem-
ents of a fantasy.

Dharmasiri Bandaranaike's fiim,
‘Hansa Vilak' is bound to raise
important issues relating to aes-
thetics and art, which will give

the film a place of importance,
However, it cannot become a
landmark in the history of the

Sinhala cinema, in the sense that
‘Rekawa’ or ‘Gamperaliya® or
to some extent ‘Palangetiyo’ were.
It looks as if that period has
come to an end with che natural
develepment of the film not only
in 5rl Lanka but the world over.
Only landmarks in the higher
sense of the term, that is in the
sense that a work of drt is some-
thing that produces a new experi-
ence for the spectator, will remain.
‘Hansa Vilak’ has lost a glorious
oppartunity, which had come so
clese at hand, to give a new
experience to be a work of arc

that becomes a landmark in the
higher sense,
Charmasiri Bandaranaike has

nevertheless shoawn such remarka-
ble potentiality if he not merely
sees what is new but also obsarves
thinks deeply abour them,
ignering the trifles, he will be
2ble of making a remarkable
m indeed,
*Referances of quotations in this article
ire 23 follows:-
Art and Essays on Are,
=¥. transiated by Aylmers Aaude,
Oxford University Press, [962 Ediclon,

and

2 The Works of Oscar Wilde, Collins
London & Glasgow, 1952 Print page
1035.) a

The 34 Drug...
(Continwed from Page 13)

bureaucracy had =ffectively stifled

capital  investment  that was
originally encouraged by the
concessions mentioned. This was

by setting up various investment
committees to approve even small
quanta of foreign exchange for
capital items. VWhile some industc-
rialists were allowed to import
several lakhs worth of plant for
fancy industries, the pharmaceu-
tical companies had to haggle
for several years to obtain a few
thousand rupees worth of plant,
or equipment. This happenad
even where the Formulary Com-
mittee and Pharmaceuticals Corpora-
tions had recommended purchase
of the items to che corresponding
investment cammittes, |t took
us nearly five years for instance,
to obtain sanction to impert a
spectrophotometer. At the same
time replacement of plant was
becoming increasingly difficule and
much of the plant in the industry
was becoming obsolete. The early
official enthusiasm which helped
to set up the industry and nurture
it with concassions, had given
way to bureaucratic apathy and
discrimination. There was a time
ene  of the previous Finance
Ministers found the foreign ex-
change situation so  precarious
that he decreed only raw material
indents allowing six months credit
be licenced.

We pointed out to the officials
concerned that we were obtaining
raw materials from che Socialist
countries with whom the country
had barter agreements. On such
barter agreements only rupee
leccers of credit were necessary
and no foreign exchange was
invelved, so the question of six
months credit was only academic.
It did not affect the country's
foreign exchange situation. The
bureaucracy however insisced that
we obrained six moenths credic.
S0 we had to turn to conven-
tional sources who could provide
credit.  The prices quoted were
very much more than from the
Socialist countrizs, and what more,
we had to pay in hard currency.
In setting out to solve the foreign
exchange crisis the bureaucracy
was quietly aggravating it. Mot

Skylab, tha harmless
demon.

“It 13 a demon in the sk,
Fray God te save us alf,
Mo scieatist can tell us when
Or where the scourge may fall,

And in the august Lok Sabha,
The aged mystic said,

I cannot t2ll von what to do,
But we will all be dead.

Ignorant folk sold all they had,

They feasted, sang and danced,

For they would have their final
fling

‘Hre deith on them advanced,

But we in  Lanka had ng
gualms,

For we had Arthur Clarke,

“Enjay, relax™, he boldly

Doa’t panic in the dark,

said

Mo single human will  be
By debris that may fall,
Il give a lakh to anyone
Who's even scratched at all.

huet

And  now  the
conjured
Has left us all intact,
Let's give the palm
| Clarke

For fiction and for fact.
i Meryyn Casie Chetty.
only aggravating it.  They were
perpetuating jc,

mansler some

to Arthur

The same thing happened with
machinery imports.  Companies
were requested o obtaln quora-
tions from councries which offerad
lines of credic on foreign aid
agreemants. Such quotations when
they arrived, were invariably
higher than the prices normally
quoted for such jtems. There
have been instances where we
forwarded to the officials con-
cerned corresponding quotations
without strings. However letters
of credit invariably were approved
an  the higher price. If the
bureaucracy had expended a little
more effort at the time in including
specific categories of plant in the
existing trade agreements signed
with several countries, including
our neighbouring India, we would
not have burned up our credit
so rapidly. At the samz tima we
would have had a solid and steadily
progressing investment in capitai
goods,  Unfortunately MNew Delhi
or Warsaw were perhaps not such
exciting places for signing of trade
agreemants as say, Parisor Bonn or
Tokyo. (To be continued)
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| Religion and politics

Buddhism and radicalism

by Reggie Siriwardena

Iam glad that my article ‘Where
are the radical Buddhises? (LG,
March |5} seems to have prompted
Dr. Kumari Jayawardena to write
her four—part article *‘Monks in
revolt’ LG, May 15, June I5, July
| and 15), since it was explicicly
my purpese to provoke  such
discussion in raising tentatively
the question whether there has
been a radical traditien in  Sri
Lankan Buddhism. Dr. Jlayawar-
dena has brought to bear on her
articles an abundance of historical
scholarship te which | cannot
pretend, but It seems to me that
in these articles the erudition is
not matched by an equal znalytical
Figour.

| don't think chat clarity of
thinking on this subjecc is helped
by using the word ‘radical’ as a
blanket—-term to cover everybody
from the monks who participated
in the nationalist revalts of the
19th century to those whe were
associated with the LSSP and CP
in the *30s and” 40s. The compari-

L)
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son which Dr. layawardena makes
in her first article confuses rather
than illuminates:

‘lust as priests llke lohn Ball
and Thomas Munzer were among
the leaders of peasant uprising in
l4th century England and [6th
century Germany respectively, in
Sri Lanka the Buddhist monks
tock a prominent part in the
revolts and rebellions that eccurred
in the 19th century In resistance
to Bricish imperizalism,

Jahin Ball and Thomas Muntzer
not only led peasant uprisings:
their pronouncements and writings
reflected the egalicarianism  and
millenarianism, clothed in religious
terms., of an insurgent peasantry,
ls there any evidence that lhagama
Unnanse or Kudahapola Unnanse
expressed the class-outlook and
idealogy of the peasantry they
helped to spur to revale, or that
they were imbued with anything
more than a nationalist conscious-
ness?  As Dr. Jayawardena recog-
nises, ‘the advent of imperialism
had been a majer blow to the
Buddhist religion, which further
fell into decay and diszrray under
Bricish occupatien.' That milicanc
Buddhist  monks  should have
resisted imperialism in the interescs
of their own institutions s
therefore, to be expected.

What has to be asked is whether
the ‘menks in revolt’ whom Dr.
Jayawardena writes of in her first
article did more than mobilise
the peasantry in defence of their
own incerests and these of the
feudal aristocracy whose position
had been wezkened by imperialism.
To say that ‘the bhikkhus moved
closely with the peasantry’ is not

enough. Throughout history cthere
have been figures who ‘moved
closely with' and even placad

themselves at the head of mazses
in revelt, only to serve as the
transmitting agency of the (dec-

logy of other and more privileged
classes,

Of 1848 we do know that it
brought into action broadar strata
of the peasantry, and (as Dr.
layawardena says) was ‘led in the
Kandyan regions by low-councry
adventurers’ of the emerging
middle class. But, as far as the
question of religious radicalism is

conceined, Is there any proof
that the (348 rebellion gave
expression to any egalitarian or

socially radical ideology an ideclogy
of non-feudal and non-bourg=ais
classes — in the languaze of religion?
If there was such evidancs, |
presume  Dr. layawardena would
have cited it,

When we come to the naticnalist
and Buddhisc ravival of the late
[9th  and early 20th centuries,
the guestion of its class characrer
becomes crucial in deciding whecher
it can be called ‘radical’. If |
may return to the European
analogy, Dr. layawardena will be
aware that in the period of the
rise of the bourgeoisie in western
Europe, the idealogy of mercantile
capitalism was expressed in religious
movements such as Calvinism and
Presbyterianism. But at the same
time radical Christianity In such
maovements as those of the
Anabaptiscs,  the  Hussites, the
iggers and numersus other radical
Puritan szects at the time of the
English  Civil War voiced the
waorld-view and aspirations of che
peasantry and smaller artisans and
craftsmen in revolt, whose outlook
was radically different froam that
of the big bourgesisie.

It seems to me cthat in the
Buddhist revival of the late [9th
to early 20th century, the parallels
with the bourzeols elements of
the European Feformation are ¢laar.
Anagarika Dharmapazla, for inscance,
was a Calvin-like fizure' wich the
puritanism  characteristic of 2
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period of primitive  capitalist
accumulation, What the nationalist
Sri Lanka bourgecisie could neot
beget. however, was a bourgeois
Enlightenment — even to  the
extent of their Indian counterparts
(e. g. the Bengall Renaissance) —
because the bourgeoisie behind
our nationalist movement were a
stunted class — and, for the most
part, little more than a petty
bourgeoisie  aspiring to be a
bourgeoisie. Hence the backward
and reactionary character of their
idealagy,

But while (with appropriate modi-
fications) one may find the Sri
Lankan counterparts of the Calvi-
nists and Presbyterians, | look in
vain for a Thoms Munctzer or a
Gerrard Winstanley. That some
Buddhist groups associated chemsel-
ves with the early labour movement,
and others with the left parties
of the ‘305 and' 40s, (as shown
in Dr. Jayawardena's third and
fourth articles) s true. But in
elevating these tendencies into 2
‘religious radicalism’ Dr. Jayawar-
dena serfously misses the point,

One may, of course, use terms
in various ways: what is impartant
is not to be mistaken about the
character of the social phenomenan
that is under discussion. “What |
would characterise as ‘religious
radicalism’ would be the expression
in religious terms of the ideclogy
of an oppressed class, seeking to
transform religious doctrine and
practice themselves so as 1o
make them the wvehicle of that
idealogy. Dr. Jayawardena may
say that she does not mean the
same thing by the term: but what
is really at issue is whether one
can find in Sri Lankan Buddhism
any manifestation of the social
phenamenen that | have deseribed,

If there had been a Buddhist
radicalism, in my sense, in Sri
Lanka during the period examined
by Dr. layawardena, | would have
expected it to be manifested in
a broad and active movement for
the re-interpretation and re-state-
ment of Buddhist doctrine and
practice — in, let us say, the
re-vitalisation of Buddhist pronoun-
cements on caste as a ¥Weapan
sgalnst caste oppression, the use
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of the concept of tanha as 2
counteracting force to acquisitive
capitalism, or a rmovement for
religious worship and ritual to be
conducted in the vernacular rather
than in the arcane Pali, Dr,
Jayawardena has not been able to
discover any developments of this
kind. The most she has been
able to find is that the political
bhikkhus of the '40s defended
the participation of meanks in
politics as being in keeping with
the Buddhist concept of paratha-

charya (altruistic  service 1o
society) — a  concept which s
itself paternalistic rather than
radical.

As Dr. layawardena admics, the
‘political bhikkhus' of that time
whao flirted with the left movement
were swept away by the communa-
lism of the '50s5 which carried
5. W. R. D- Bandaranaike to power
in 1956, | see that Dr. Jayawar-
dena's view of this avent is very
different from mine, since she
describes it as one which ‘had a
progressive content, in that it was
a movement of the underprivileged
against the English-speaking bour-
geolsie. | would say instead that
1956 diverted the discontent of
those ‘underprivileged' inte false
channels, and thus helped to
preserve the fundamental class
structure intact — a development
for which we are paying the
price teday, | suspect thar the
differences between what Dr.
layawardena and | see as ‘progres-
sive’ underlie our wvariant views
on ‘Buddhist radicalism' too,

| conclude that in Sri Lankan
Buddhism the consolatory aspects
of religion have been dominanc at
the expense of any potentially
radical elements, if they eould
have been found in the Buddhist
tradicion. That some Buddhist
monks may be ‘drawn into popular
movements for political and saeial
change’, as Dr. Jayawardena says
in her last sentence, is of course

true, But | don't think any
socially radical movement in  Spj
Lanka  will have a specifically

Buddhist character: the intellectual
insplration will continue to come,
as It has done in the last four
decades, from the secular, humanist,
saclalist and  Marxist tradicions,
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Satire

Quesider

Homecoming

66 ook, the Qutsider's back."”
It was of course Maonty
Kortipathy the batik tie-soon
announcing my arrival to the
maitre d' hotel znd his minions at
the Blue Tiger, oops sorry, Blue
Elephant Supper Club. With the
same feigned surprise and exultation
with which the compere of the
B. M. C. sponsored ‘Take it or
Leave it’ Show recognises the
tall dark and handseme Chairman of
the BMC in the audience, Monty
threw out a hearty greeting, a
welcome grin stretching from  right
ear to pearl-studded shirc fronc,

“Mice to have you back it
we all missed you OQutsider......
been abroad, eh caballero......?"
he asked.

“And | can guess where you've
been...... Madrid, eh?™ inguired I,

el Madrid.. ... Mew Yeork
...... Taiwan, Hong Keng Singapore
and here and there" he replied
a bit cagily.

“Business........?

Yes, it's about this rubberised
chewing gum factory swhich | am
starting in the FTZ........ lacal
expertise, local labour, local latex
but | had some problem
about equity participation........
vou know cthe collateral thing....
ur | am glad to say...... Look
Cutsider, | dan't mind you writing
this...... I'd rather have It in
your prestigious journal than in
the penny press...... besides you
know how | appreciate your work

and like to do you a favour
whenever | can...... | realise you
must  be absolutely starving for

hot news after your long absence
...... tzlking about starving, you

will join me, won't you! WNothing
special. . .. .. just the Lobster Ther-
midor, with some mosella to
wash it down...... good. . ...

well, you see you are looking at
the first 5ri Lankan businessman
to raise = loan from PISOF, the
Prudential Insurance Society of
Florida, a Rockefeller outfic. ... .. 2

But | thought you told me last
time you got a loan from FISHI,
the Fujiyama Industrial something-
something, a Mitsubishi conduit. ...

]ll

“But that lean was for my
Pathola— — based Cosmetics and
Synthetic Garments factory which
has  already exported its firsc
consignment to Upper Volta with
a net foreign exchange return,
value~added, of 2 million D-Marks
...... Mow that you are raking
notes (always the consientious
journalist, eh Qutsider!) please
note also that Yen lean on the
new swing-wing credit line was
point six three percentage below
the wsual inter-bank lending rate
in the Euro-dollar markec......

“Monty, the way vyou keep
raising these [ocans, one wouid
think you are up to your eyeballs
In debt......2"

For God's sake Qutsider, kindly
lewer your voice. . .. .. | am ashamed
of you...... thought you were the
best informed investigative financial
reporter in this island...... how
could you be so disgustingly callow
it has nothing to do with
my being broke...... itis merely
a reflection of the epormous
confidence | have earned in the
world's money markets._...... &

“Dh.
“A litcle mare wine...... and
shall we order the dessert, now.?

the old confidence trick

"“But Monty,...... . these huge
loaps. . .2

“Qutsider, please get thisstraight
. every single loan | have
raised has been under the special
Compensatory Financing Facility of
UMNCTAD's Second Window...... "
he said, shutting the doar firmly
on that line of ingquiry.

But Monty underestimated my

professional pertinacity. The pre-
vious day | had bumped inte a
Lake Hcuse editor (he was an

editor, when | met him but | am

not sure whether he is still at
his desk or merely in transit)
who was attending an  in-service
crash course on journalism. He
impressed me a great deal, especially
when he spoke with intense
feeling about investigative in-depth
reporting on  events and jssues
which had nothing toe do with
the wornout news concept of
‘man-bites-dog’,

| had falled te bite Monty for
a short-term loan and was, so to
say, chewing the cud when |
decided, in a rare flash of
inspiration, to cheeck his story,
indepth-wise, with Dr. Arthika
Prasnatilleke, the Cencral Bank's
leaky think-tank and che reporter’s
dream come true:

“Art”, as he was affectionately
called on the Colorade U. campus
when on a Fulbright grant he
did his doctoral cthesis “Kamburu-
pitiya: a micro-study of the
paddy economy (1893-18%4) and
its impact on the animistic
beliefs in the southern province,
with special reference to the
Kataragama Deiyo", was just
getting off his salmon-pink Volvo,
a third gift from his second
cousin who is working (when he
is not gurzling the stuff in a
Milwaukee brewery,

“Hey, Arc” | said **hang on a
minute, will yah...... [ 3

My accent obviously

impressed
him.

“What's up, man?"' asked Art.

“Tell me, doc...... these foreign
loans raised by the private sector,
specially the FTZ industrialises,
will surely increase our debr-
servicing burden which according
to the latest Central Bank repart
was exceeding twenty percent of
export earnings,..... L

My high school economics promp-
ted a scornful laugh.

“Mot” said Arthika P. categori-
cally’ if you regard the rising
trend in debr amortization in

terms of the depreciation of the
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rupee’s value vis-a-vis forelgn
currencies, together with the
steady enhancement of the inflow
of long— term loans to SDR &80
millien  fn 1978, attributable
naturally te the surplus generated
in the current account after
allowing for the wusual repurchases
from the Fund, over and above
the gross capital inflows in the
nen-monetary sector which caused
the basic change in the maturity
structure of debt outstanding.. .."

Flabbergased, | said meekly:"
“Doc, you zre an economic miracle
. the way you explain these
abstruse facts and figures......"

"Come off it OQutsider........
out the flattery...... It's just
my job you know...... %

In the spiric of mutual help which
typifies our fraternity, | passed on
this hot-hot infarmation to a top
in-depth economics staffer in the
“DAILY NOOSE"..

In turn, he, an old buddy, gave
me an old style H. [. (human
interest) story just in case |
might pause to ask for the fifty
bucks he owed me.

According to the story — a Press
Club  yarn, probably — Gemunu
Perera, a 47 year old postal pecn
of Buwalikada, Kandy, was knocked
down by the CTB when he was
riding his brand new bicycle, a
post-OPEC price hike purchase,
On returning home from hospital
a week later' he had plans of
sending a bag of brinjals to  his
blood deoner, one Wijeyeratne,
But then he was torn by che
fearful doubt that the donor may
have been Wijeyeratnam.._.....,
What would hls Kandyan aristocra-
tic relatives say If they found out?
Could he have a special blood
test or something in seme famous
hospital zbroad...... in London or
Mew York...... At chis point
news of the hapless peon's plight
got to the PR man of BANDOS
IMC., the manufacturers of the
brand new, creamy, crunchy, sugar-
coated chocolate biscuit  (in six
colours) and he offered to pay all
the hospital expenses. Fortunately,
JUNTA, the Chilean charter opera-
tors who have just opened an
office in Colombo, offered a free
return ticket tw N. Y. When
Perera returns from the Woalter
Read hospital, you will see him

in a new program on colour TV,
with the returning hera singing
the new hic “BANDOS THE FAMILY
FRIEMD...... BANDOS IS GOOD
FOR YOU". Junta will be running
& two page colour supplement in
the Sunday papers...... “It's a truly
heart-rending real life story......
the best since Resemary, the
the sweet, savage |ovely, returned”
sald my newspaper friend.

Still trying to take in the local
scene  after many weeks away, |
was glad to be clued in on the
political — international front by
Prajatantra Bulathvita, the political
analyst af a pre-Peking (Lin Piao
faction) monthly. The only note-
worthy development was S, D,
Bandaranayake's sugpgestion that IR
should mediate in the Sino-Soviet
dispute,

“But wasn't 5. D. a SWRD man?"

“Yes, he was the founder of
the Bosat Bandaranaike party but
that was after he was called a
sawdust doll by SWRD himself and
leng befere he bacame secretary
of the pro-China party”

“But he hasn't had any contact
with IR at all......"

“Mot since he used People's
¥War tactics and blocked IR's troops
with boulders at Imbulgada on
the Kandy road”

"Was he, as the Chinese say,
lifting a stone to drop it on his

own feec...... P

“In order to...... 2

“To stop JR's Long March to
Kandy in his campaign against
the B-C Pact"

It was also nice to find that
young Tyrone Fernando was back
at his desk as Acting Deputy
Foreign Minister for the fifth or
fifteenth time, and the younger
Ranil as Acting Fereign Minister,
faced with the SKYLAB danger,
was instructing the natives what
to do if a foreign object suddenly
fell from the skies......

Surely we all know what happens
when a foreign object suddenly
falls from the skies — Ranil goes
back to being Deputy Foreign
Minister and Tyrone starts planning
his next film “The Bridge over
the River K" (K for Koralawella)
and poor Lester Pierls has problems
K — ast — wise.
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| Book reviews

Bold

by ). Uyangoda

Indu Saha Lanka'

66 arakrama Kodituwakku, pos-

Psib|}' the best known
radical Sinhala peet, has come
out this time with something
new, It is an anthelogy of Tamil
poems-both  South Indian and
Lankan-translated into Sinhala by
Parakrama himself, Theanthology,
containing thirty three separate
posms Is entitled “INDU SAHA
LANKA™ (India and Lanka) which
presumbly connotes some sort of
brotherhood among Indian and
Lankan peoples.

Baing In the forefrant of
contemporary Sinhala poets, Parak-

rama strongly believes that art
has a certain mission to fulfill,
In the struggle of the masses

against oppressicn and for emancipa-
tion, he heolds, art must play its
definite role, to use his own
words, becoming “a spark in the
struggle.” By compiling the present
anthology, he invites his Sinhala
readers to build up a bridge to
and condict a heart—to-heart
dlalogue with their Tamil and
Muslim brethren. If | am correct,
this is the first atcempr by any
Sinhala writer to present contem-
porary Tamil literature to the
Sinhala reader. We must congra-
tulate and encourage Parakrama
far hiz bold iniciative.

In this volume we have eleven
Indizan poets and nine Lankan
poets who theugh th@}' write in
Tamil, belong to both Tamil and
Muslim communicies. It |s claimed
in the publishers' note that che
works of these poets included
here, crystalize and represent the
realism and “populist progressi-
venzss'' (1) of new Tamil postry
—a statement which leaves room
for some doubt. |t is true that
almest all the poems are written
in the realistic tradition, but one
cznnot fail noricing, even at first
glance, that the translator-editor
has not been sensitive enocugh in
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initiative

the selaction of poems so as to
canvey  the  genuine national
sentiments of the appressed Tamlil
masses.  Amongst the selected
Lanka Tamil poems, not a single
cne can be found which deals
thematically with the scruggle ofthe
Tamil masses. |Instead we got pro-
tests against caste opprassion, the
obnoxious dowry system, religious
obscurantism and rural povercy
etc, which, though important are
not representative of the funda-
mental and crucial Issue as far as
the Lankan Tamils are concerned.
In this context, It is regrettable
to note that Parakrama has failed
to communicate the message of
Subramanium  Bharathi whom he
quotes with so much of faith.
It must be recalled in passing,
that Bharathi was not oniy =a
revolutionary South Indian but a
modern Indian poet who had a
mission and commitment towards
the emancipation of the oppressed
Indian masses.

It is a pity that Parakrama
does not display his masterly
skill In Sinhala poetic Idlom which

was abundantly evident in hls
earlier works *“Peodi Malliye”
(Lictle  Brother) and Akeekaru

putrayakuge Lokaya (Werld of a
disobedient son).  Cne of the
remarkable features of his early
poetry was that he possessed a
rare sensitivity to and a fine
grasp of the social reality that
he expressed through a strikingly
original use of language and
metaphor. This rare failure in the
use of poetic Idiom can perhaps
be attributed to the fact that
the majority of the poems Includad
in the anthology are not so rich
in qualicy.

Incidentally the best poems out
of the whole collection are those
of ene eor two Indian poets,
Sahul Hameed, described as
“the morning star of the Indian
revelutionary poecry’ is the most

prominent. His poems, though
short, display a power comman
to the best contemporary Latin
American and “Third World"
pastry. Aranganathan‘s very
short poem ({only five waords!)
on Indian Independence has a
fine ironic touch,

Muhuman-a Lankan-has many a
thing to say, but lacks coherence
and unity. If you take pains to
read his long poems (overcoming

the clumisness of the Sinhalz
cranslatlon) you may find traces
of some social awarensss that

othars lack or fail co display. It
is somewhat difficult to understand
why Parakrama has Included In
this collection a large number of
poems which are very poor both
in terms of content and form.
Surely contemporaay Lankan Tamil

poetry s not so arid as che
selection would make out!
The claims that chis selection

reflects the realism of new Tamil
poetry prompts me Lo say some-
thing about the tradition of “real-
ism'.lt seems that almest all of our
radical writars believe  that
realism in art is merely a depic-
tion of every kind of injustice of
the existing soclal systems. That
is but a vulgarisation. As George
Lukas states in his study of
the European realistic tradi-
tion, true realism in art must

reflect the fundamental and
most  essential aspects and
forces of a particular historical
epoch. Of course, Lukas was
talking abour great European
novels, butg, his definition of
realism, | believe, applies equally

to the other branches of creative
art. Therefore, the contemporary
Tamil lirerature to be ‘‘realist™,
in the true sense of the term
(different from its present day
simplistic definitions), should por-
if |

tray, may berrow a phrase
from Lenin, the essential aspects
of this particular histarical
situacion. As far as the Tamil

licerature  in
concerned what
the porcrayal of
sentiments of the

this country s
is imperative Is
the national
Tamil masses.

(Conrinned on Page 23)



Political history is high fun

by Jayantha Somasunderam

Sri Lanka : Third World Democ-
racy by James Jupp. Published by
K. V.G de Silva & Sons Colombo,
423pp-

upp's book is ene of the best
Jdacumented. mosz  readable
accounts of the Senanayake and
Bandaranike eras of our history
Focusing mainly on Parliament and
the tremendous changes that were
wrought through Parliament and in
this period, it deals with a period
so close to our generation that
perhaps we are incapable of analys-
ing it objectively.

lupp's account of the Sinhala-
Buddhist revivalism of the fifties
and the emergence of the VP
fifteen years later, are the two
best written portions of the book,
Calling his book Third World
Democracy, Jupp seems to restrict

this democracy to  Parliament,
Bold . ..
(Conginned from Poge 22

In this context, the postry of
Subramanium Bharthi, can he
cited =2s exemplary. To quote
David Ludden **he (Bharathi} wrote
songs that educated the people
as to their present cendiclon,
their past’ and their necessary

duties for the sake of nationhood;
and he wrote songs that could
serve as mantras as hymns of
the peosple In movament., His
Iyrics combine these educative
and mantric qualities. He prepared
the people for participation in
mass movement ctowards natlon-
hood, and alse wrote songs they
could sing as  they moved".
(Imperialism and Revolution

in South Asia—ed. by Kathleen

zough and Harry P. Sharma.)
Anyway, what |[s important
herze  is  Parakrama’s sense of
commit and unequlvecal

to contribute te the
czuse of the masses through art
2nd literature. Refined in Marxist
methodology =zud world outlook,
we hope, he will do a lot in
the foture.

What he seems to have totally

ignorad, Is the effect of events
outside of Parllament and their
impact nat  only on  the

Parliamentary process, but alse an
the future of parliamentary institu-
tions.

Take the Hartal of 1953, Its
effect was much more than to
give a bellyache to Dudley Senana-
yake, undermine the position of
the UNP-moderates and put Sir
John in office. It was, to date,
the only mass action that seriously
threatened the bourgeois state,
The JV¥P uprising in spite of its
milicary sophistication, was not a
mass movement E-C'n.'ir'lg EFIDI'IE'H.FIEDLIS-
Iy, it was the Hartal that separated
the men from the boys as far as
the Left movement in 5Sri Lanka
was concarned,

It was the first clear indication
that the mainscream left leadership
was incapabie of leading 2n uprising
or carrying a revolutionary upsurge
to its logical conclusion.

lupp deals with the setback that
the JVP suffered in 1971, the discre-
diting of the L55F and CP and the
general misfortunes of the Left
movement that July 77 highlighted.
But while this was going on, the
radicalisation of the workers and
students wasalso poing apace. The
explosion on the Peradeniya Campus
which ended in the shooting of an
undergratuate describes the grow-
ing radicalism of the student move-
meng, in spite of the consistent
attempes to crush such initiztives,

Railway Strike

The railway strike of December
1976 i= much more important.  MNot
only was it taking place in a depart-
ment with a long ctradition of
worlkers' activity, but it was also
the traditional stronghold of the

established unions of the Left
Parties. WWhen the scrike broke
out, leadership passed onto a group
of young men who refused to
compromise either  with  the
management or the reformist
trade union leaders,

This activism of students and
urban workers was taking place

against 2 background of widespread
radicalism within the established
Left Parties. The constitution of
the LS55F under a new leadership
brought itin line with the numerous
Mew Lefr groups which were
astablishing themselves under young
leadership. The very proliferation
of such groups, separated by
subtleties of Marxist ideology, was
icself witness to the Intellectual
activity and militancy that was once
again being injected In to the
Workers' movement.

The ignaring of this trend in
the  opposition, damages any
serious analysis of prospects for
Sri Lanka's democracy or her
parliamentary institutians.

lupps' book recounts for us the
comedy that an earlier genaration
had made out of politics. Thare
was Prime Minister W, Dahanayake
who in 1959 sacked his cablnec
Ministers, disolved Parliament and
quit the SLFP saying "'l have
resigned from the SLFP bzcause
| don't want my throat cut in
broad daylight. ““Then we had N.
M. Perera ctelling a public meeting
in 1963, one year before teaming
up with the government, that the
mzjority of the government parcy
ara blockheads. "

Mrs. Konnara Rajaratna’s gem
was her claim that "the Yugoslay
ambassador was the secrer agent
of the Catholic Church and was
aiso  forwarding the interests of
American  imperialism."’ Then
there was 5.0. Bandaranayake wha
in 1960 formed a party, the Bosath
Bandaranaike Pakshaya which
believed chac 3.¥W.R.D. Bandaranaike
was a bodhizatva,

Of course it was an era of
going to extremas to establish
your Sinhala-Buddhist bona fldes.
L. H. Mettananda and Phillp
Gunawardena teamed up but the
sovernmant refused co permic che
MEF election brozdeast bocause
“fram beginning to end jt breathes
anti-Catholic venom,” But Philip
promised to distribute lands of the

Carhalie Church and the Malwatce
monasteries and “expel all
foreign fascist Catholic:.” Mrs.

Konnara Rajaratna concluded that
“the LS5P was a Tamil political
organisation whase  leader Dr.
M. M. Ferara was a traitor.'" Our
political history can be high fun.
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As T like it

Touchstone

Torture and

A few years ago a group of
experimenters at Yale Unpi-

versity advertised for volunteers
to take part in a psychological
experiment, Each volunteer was
taken Into a room where there
was a3 row of thirty switches
with labels ranging from |5 te
450 volts, and marked SLIGHT
SHOCK, MODERATE SHOCK and

fso on, up to the last ; DAMNGER
—SEVERE SHOCK. In anccher
room, inte which the wvolunteer

could look through a glass panel,
sat apother man strapped to a
chair and with an electrode
attached to his wrist,

The sclentist conducting the
experiment told each volunteer
that the purpose of the ex-
periment was to test the effects of
punishment on learning. The
man strapped in the chair had
been taught a  zeries of
word-pairs. The volunteer was
to read out a word, and the
man in the other room was o
give the matching word, Each
time the ‘learper’ got the
answer wrong, the voluntesr was
to give him an electric shock by
pressing a swith — starting with
I5 voits, and stepping up the
intensity in  increments eof |5
volts with each wrong answer,

The experiment would begin.
Very soon, as the shocks increas-
ed in intensity, the ‘learnsr’
weould show signs of pain, would
grunt, then cry out in protest,
demand that he be ler out, even
scream hysterically that he had a
heart condition and that he
just couldn’t go on.

In reality, the ‘learner’
an actor, the switches
fake, and the actuzal purpose of
the experiment was to discover
how far pecple would go in
carrying out orders when they
believed they were inflicting pain

Was
Were

or even running the risk of
causing death,

The results? The average
maximum shock which the
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obedience

volunteers were willing to
give the victim was between
370-400 volts, and over 60 per
cent of them went on to the
end of the scale.

| have found that telling this
story is a useful way of gauging
pecple's social attitudes. Bene-
velent and innocent listeners
usually react incredulously, as if
they simply can't conceive the
possibility of any human being
behaving in this barbarous way,
Ochers, more hard-boiled, shake
their heads gloomily or cynically,
and remark that it confirms
their worst suspicions about the
depravity of human nature, Cnly
a few get to the heart of the
matter, Indicated by the title of
the book in which the experi-
ment is described — Obedience
to Authority.

To make the point clearer,
one need only look at some of
the conversations which went en
between volunteer and supervising
scientist during the experiment.
Often the volunteer would be
unnerved by the victim’s protasts
and screams and want to  stop,
but would resume when cold
with an air of authority by the
sclentist : ‘The experiment requ-
ires that you go on. I'm res-
ponsible  for  anything that
happens’. Interviewed later about
their reactions, the volunteers
made remarks such as these
‘I wouldn't have done it by my-
self. | was just doing what |
was told.” | figured ; well, this
s an  experiment, and Yalo
knows what's going on, and if
they think it's all right, well,
its all right with me.' Even
when the man in the other
reom pretended ar first to  be
dead at the end of the experi-
ment, one volunteer's reaction,
as reported by himself, was :
‘It didn't bother me. | did a
job.'

What the
therefore, js
about the

experiment reveals,
net seme  truth
innate evil of human

nature, but how far people can
be made to go in a society
where they are conditionad to
respect  authority, carry out
orders and shuffle off the sense
of personal responsibility with
the thought that they are only
doing what they are told. Signi-
ficantly, the figures of average
maximum sheck and the percent-
age of people who carried on
to the end fell when the
experiment was carried out not
at Yale but in cthe small town
of Bridgeport in a seedy com-
mercial building under the name
‘Research  Associates of Bridge-
port’. As the educationist Jahn
Holt says, commenting on the
experiment : ‘Authority must be
legitimate ; not everyone has a
right te give orders. One
must have the proper creden-
tials to be able to torture.’

Of course, the veoluntoers in
the Yale experiment were under
no compulsion ta obey orders:
they were free to walk out at
any time; and yet, their respect
for the intellectual and scientific
authority of Yale Universicy was
enough to make them overcome

their  scruples. But  think of
men  acting under what chey
believe to be fawful authority to
which  obedience s obligatory,

and a great deal that otherwise
seems horrible and incomprehen-
sible begins to make sense.

Confronted with Auschwitz,
My Lal, or Kataragama 1971,
one may fall too easily Into the

temptation  of supposing  that
the torturers and murderars
were all sadiscs, thar what wa
have here is some perverced
freak of human nature. Bur that
is & comforting evasion of the
more  disturbing  truth. As  a

British lawyer who had worked
on the Muremburg trials once
said, an apparent monster ke
Eichmann was simply the kind
of character who in other cir-
cumstances  would  have retired
after thirty years of service in
# firm with a gold watch., He
was just a man doing a job.
The biggest atrocities are made
possible by unthinking obedience.
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