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Pandora’'s Box

Galle has proved a Pandora's

Box for all the parties. Since
the constitution has virtwally
wiped out by—elections as a
needless  nuisance, the ruling

party can Il afford to lose any.
And whatever self-congratulatory
utterances may be made on public
platforms and however lavish the
praise that gushes forth dolly
from a starry—eyed press, the
UMNP leaders and the 5ri Kotha
experts know that the electorate’s
mood is far frem favourable.

Hence the fierce debate over
Daha, With his personal following
Doha should be able to ride
home safely onan elephont's bock,
What of a ‘pure' UNPer? The
UMP selectors know that it could
make things a bit dicey.

On the other hand, the UNP's

fallure to field its own man
{Albert Silva) will be read s
gn open admissien of jts diffi-

dence. If Albert Silva was not
good enough for some reason,
how about another party man?
For a party that odvertises itself
os the most powerful elected
government in the world the
nomination of the man who contes-
ted its condidate only two years
aga is obviously a public embar-
rassment. What would it do to
the party's imoge? And party
morale?

The argument went back and
forth, A “pure” UNP candidate
had a strongly led labby. The
clincher came with the question:
“are you ready to lead the
campaign and take personal
responsibility in case of defeat?”

So its likely to be Daha's day.

Caught Again

The Loke House popers have
been the victim of many g sensa-
tional stunt or hoax. First there
was the obituary of "D.EM.
O'Cracy™, a close relative of "L.1.
Berty''. The next time the
Editer of the Observer (not the
ANCL Advertisinng Department)
raised a horse laugh by ‘resurrec-
ting' three women who showered
praise on the First Lady, Mrs.
Bandaronaike, and 2 other editors
(male) were sacked by the lesser
Premodasa.

MNow the Ad. Dept. hos done
It ogoin. On the. other side of
the first poge of o Soviet
Mational Day supplement was g
half-page odvertisement announ-
cing a new book by Orowels
Bandu on Soviet prison life.
One—time junior lecturer, Oruwela
Bandu is net in jail, here or
in the USSR, but he is certainly
confined — to the Angoda Lunatic
Asylum! The propoganda stunt
is  being investigated ot the
highest levels, Who would pay
nearly 10,000/~ for such o stunt?
And why did the CON conceal
the name of the advertiser?

Foreign Policy

A post-Havana ‘transition’? [t
may be osked why such ia
question should be posed at all.
We are, ofter all, steadfastly
nonaligned and presumably intend
to remain so, if one goes by
outhoritative pronouncements on
the subject. But the question
hos been publicly raised by the
author of a fairly lengthy article
which deservedly received promin-
ence /n the CDN’s editoriol page,

Though much of it carried
the heavy air of tutorial, both
the outhor and the thesis have
been widely discussed in diplomatic
circles. Devinda R. Subosinghe
is a student at Johns Hopkins
Univ, US, and was g member
of Sri Lonka's delegation to the
&th Summit. As Chairman of
the conference, It was not expedi-
ent for Sri Lanka to get ‘actively
invalved' In international issues.
Mow that we are free of this
responsibility we can plan g
mere ‘dynamic’ palicy for the

[?80°s,  Such o policy must
reflect the pgovernment's new
economic  strategy. That's  his

main line of argument,

COn this bosls he recommends
closer ties with [ndia, Bangaladesh,
MNepal, Jopan and South Koreo.
ASEAM should be given special
impartance,

Since it waos this journal which
first wrote of the 'ASEANIZATION'
of our fareign policy, the question
whether the “transition’ is already
on has an obvieus relevance,

(Cointiuned on Pare £}
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EPSB debate

The article entitled,

“EP5B
DEBATE: DEMOCRACY AND/OR
DEVELOPMENT" (OCT |5, 1979)
in my opinion, would have been
maore rigorous In [ts coverage

of the EPSB “fissue" had it
played down the trivialities of
the parliamentary debate (noise)
and  given more emphasis, Ins-
tead, to the democracy andjor
development  syndrome  and
particularly, to the politico-eco-

nomic content of the “stablicy
equation™,
The *“'stability equation’ is

much more than ‘'a standard
phrase in the parlance of the
Third Werld Debate". On the
contrary, the ‘stability.equation’
is the wvery essence of the
"Development” efforts of the
nations of the Third World which
have embarked on the capitalist |
path towards ‘“development', |
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whether be it of the 'State
Capitzlism® variant or the “dep-
endent Capitalism wvariant”, or
a Judicious combintion of both.
“Srability’ in the above context
simply refers te the politice-
economicconditions or prerequis-

ites for ‘"‘accumulation' by a
bourgeois state in  accordance
with Capitalism's own vision

of “development”-and, a fund-
amental and a necessary condition
for the capitalist “Model” of
acceumulation Is an high]}r discip-
lined and a docile wark force,
The means that a bourgeois
state adopts in creating such
a condition are as numMersus as
the class “intensivy' with which
these instruments are used
depehds to a large extent on
the pelitico-economic enviran-
ment and the social basis of
the ruling regime.

Kethesh Loganathan
Colombe &

Caste in Jaffna

Caste  means zan exclusive
social class. Every service in
the feudal system formed a
caste. Distinctions in services
and functions emphasises  diff-
erences n social status and
occupational  groups  formed
themselves into separate sccial
units. But under the levelling
influences of modern economic
& sociological foreces and with
the tendency for everyone to
do every kind of work, casteism
is on the way out,

So one cannot but agree  with
Mr., Gamini Dissanaike when
he says that “'Shan grossly
overplays the caste factar”
This is wvery obvious when
Shan refers to “untouchabilicy
as  practised In Jaffna" and
thinks''that caste oppression s
man’s greatest (emphasis mine)
inhumanity to man."

Then how are we to describe
the fate of Lin Piao, who for
nearly a decade was waving that
lictle red book behind Chairman
Mao, the humiliztions undergone
by the victims of the eultural
revolution, the Bokassa’s sub-
jects, Idi Amin's Ugandan's, the
deaths of thousands recently on

the China/Vietnam border, the
helpless victims of tortures in
Chile and other Latin American
countries?

Casteism is dirty and inhuman
but it is on the way out

laffna M. Deva Rajan.

Gluoting Scripture

Touchstone (LG. Nov. |)
writes: “‘the only juscification
for quoting anybody (in the
course of a debate) is that the
point  you want to make has
already been made so effectively
by another writer that It would
be a waste of time for you to
find the words in which to say
it yourself'.

This generalisation needs to
be qualified. Much depends on
the nature of the debate. Here,
lethikumar, Kumar David and |
are MNOT debating ‘self-de-
termination’ but the correct
Marxist-Leninist position on
that issue, Therefare we
obviously need to quote Marx,
Lenin etc. in order to support
our own claims that our
interpretation  of Marxism-
Leninism is the right one.

Chintaka.

Concerning Lenin

Stalin’s body lles a-moulder-
ing in the grave (beneath the
Kremlin wall, not inside the
Lenin Mausoleum), but his soul
goes marching on— in Chintaka's
breast! He writes as if Lenin's
distrust of Stalin was only over
the lacter's rele as ‘nursemaid’,
net over the momentous politi-
cal Issues affecting the destiny
of the Soviet Union that were
gathering te a head at the
time of Lenin’s illness, Hawever,
in viaw of Chincaka's remark
about “other' heroces', | must
say that | write without
adherence to any cult — Stalinisc,
Trotskyist or any other —and |
don't regard history in terms
of heroes and villains.

‘Hansa Vilald

| wrote one paragraph regrete-
ing that Mr. H. A. Seneviratne
had ‘jumped the gun' on Hansa
Vilak, and t©wo pages

saying

what Ithought was wrong with
his review. Mr. Seneviratne
takes nearly a column to
justify writing about the film
befare its release, then remarks
enigmatically in one sentence
that | have ‘misunderstond’
both his review and the film.
YWhere and how! Shouldn't he
have spelt this out —at least in
respect of the firse, If not the
second! Reggie Siriwardena

Colvin and EPS Law

It figures that Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva should consider a
proposal to confiscata private
property as cruel and inhuman
punishmant; what does not s
that he should purpare to be
spokesman for "all progressives'.

The death penalty, | submit,
is far more cruel and inhuman
than any confiscation of private

property. But Dr. Colvin R.
de Silva does not appear to
cansider this relicc of barba-

rism worth his powder and shot.
Dr. Costain de Vos.

‘Not an organiser’

On page 4, column 2 of the
“Lanka Guardian” Yol. 2, Ne:
|l1- there is a reference to
Mr. H.A. Seneviratne as having
been my ‘“‘top t-u. organiser’’.
This is factually incorrect. Mr.
Seneviratne was the editor of
the CHMU  Sinhala  bulletin
“Arambhaya'. At no time was
he a "t-u organiser”.

Bala Tampoe.
General Secretary.

{ Continged on Page 24)

Trends . ..

{Conrinuwed from Page 1)

Recently, the Third World coun-
tries introduced o resolution in
the UMW on the TNC's. *"On
controlling the activities of the
transnationals, the response of
nonaligned countries is as duto-
matic as an apartheid' an African
ambassador remarked after the
vate was token. The behaviour
of the ex-Chairmon of the NAM,
5ri Lanka, roised many an eyebrow
in the UN lobby.




Galle — Nomination problems

peaking as the topic of ‘The

Proletarian solution to the pre-
sent crisis’ at Kandy's YMBA Hall
last month Rohana Wijeweera
berated and ridiculed the concep-
tien of 2 United Left Front. As
his point of departure he took
the article in the Lanka Guar-
dian of Oct Ist on ‘Left Unity :
Problems and Prospects’. De-
nying that there were differences
in the IVP concerning relations
with other Left parties, Wije-
weera rejected the notion that
there was a need for a pro-
grammatlc unity of all Marxist
organisations and asserted [nstead
that the building up of the IVP
as the streng revolutionary party
of the praletariat was the task
of the day. He made it perfectly
clear that the present 'toming
together' of 5 left parties was
for the striccly limited purpose
of agitation and propaganda on
the basis of the three key sla-
gans. It was a |oint effort to
protect democratic rights and was
in no way a united front. Using
a favourite metsphor he said that
the J¥P ‘bus’ would halt for five
minuctes and those of other left
groups could disembark from thajr
own buses, leave behind thelr
drivers, and hop aboard the IVP
bus where there was some rocom
at the rear for such passengers,

Contrary to the hopes of the
other Left parties and rank-and-
file progressives, the 'S party bloc!
is turning out to be exactly the
liind of limited detente that the
VP leader spelled out in Kandy.
The most painfully obvious proof
of this is the unseemly squabble
amang the Left over nominations
for the Galle by-election. *“The
five partles launch a pair in Galle"
cackled the SLFP's widely read
Dinakara, using a catchy Sinhala
headline that leses much in trans-
lation. “March separately ; strike
together” Is the Trotskyist con-
ception of united action, but thesa
thaps seem to be marching to-
zether and striking separatly, or
rather, speaking togather and
voting separately’ sald a bemused
Mzoist wveteran.

The trouble started when Wije-
weera, with a studied casualness,
announced ata top level meeting
of the 5 parcies, the JVP's inten-
tion to field a candidate at Galle,
He alse sought confirmation as
to whether the NLSSFP would
put forward Vasudeva Manayakkara,
Then on September 26th, while
addressing alarge crowd ac Sugatha-
dasa Stadium on the issue of "The
Journey's End of the SLFP' Wije-
weera announced the condidacy
of Lienel Bopage  Politbureau
member and defacto deputy lea-
der. In Kandy a fortnight later,
he tald the crawd that the IVP
Politbureau had nominated him
to handle the Galle campaign,

The other Left parties respon-

ded belatedly and confusedly.
Already Wijeweera's rather un-
diplomatic conduct at the Oct
Ind Hyde Park meeting (L. G.
Oct |5th-Trends) had raised
eyebrows and tempers Including
Mr. Bala Tampoe's, Only Mr.
Vasudeva Manayakkara's MNLSSP
made the sensible responze of

writing an October [8ch to the
other 4 parties urging discussions
with a view wo putting forward
a single Left candidate. Privately
the MNLSSP lobbied for a candidate
who would be representative of
the waorking class and who could
be backed by the JCTUO Action
Committee. CPSL's L.W. Panditha
was mentloned In this connection.

Predictably, the appeal fell on
deaf ears, as the L.G., commen-
ted in Its issuve of Movember |st,
(I winds fram Galle) the IV¥P's
unilateral mave paradoxically helped
strengthen the fraction within
the ‘old" LSSP leadership which
is far more interested in a coa-
lition with the SLFP chan in Lefc
unity. SLFP-LS5P discussion were
held to settle on a mututally
acceptable candidate and the name
of the "“nationalist” ex army offi-
cer Prasanna Dahanayake (a nephew
of W. Dahanayake) kepr cropping
up. But SLFP inner party dissen-
sien has caused rifts in che party
organfsacion at Galle and on the
other hand pressure from the LS5P's
left partners mounted. And so,

BACKGROUND

the ‘deal’ fell through, especially
when Prasanna Dahanayake '-de-
murred,

SLFP is said to have decided
an Sarath Dias, a former Police
officer who had sarned a very
‘tough’ reputation in April 1971,

Then, in a dramatic move, the

L35F played the ‘Podi Achula’
card. "“This js the smartest
manoueve the LSSP has staged
slnce 1964, | didn't think they
were capable of this kind of

tactical flexibllity’” said a usually
anci-L35F campus don of radical
persuasion. By any standards
Podi Athula is a very good pick
indeed, A student of St. Aloysius
College Galle and former Jesult
seminarian, he was once a promi-
nent J¥Per whose right hand was

mangled in an accidental bomb
blast. At the CIC crial he was
one of Wijewesra's foremaost

detracters and the CIC erial judges
were so impressed as to remark
that he was the most colouriul
personality to stand in the dock,
Sentenced to B wears R.]. he
served 6 of them. Athula came
to the atrention of the LSSP
leaders with his beak on the April
Insurrection which was a searing
pelemic against Wijeweerz (L, G,

Gcr 15th; MNovember [st) An
independent Marxist with strong
principled views on the Mational

(Tamil) Question (L.G. July Ist) he
has cordial contacts  with 2l
sections of the Left, including the
MLSSP and IVP breakaway ‘lanatha
Sangamaya’. A prolific reader
and palemicist, whao has also
published articles recently in the
‘Aththa’ as well as the (Maoist)
‘Desha Vimukthi®, Padi Achula has
friends among radical Christian
clerics, taa, Born in Akmeemana,
he has local suppert and is  some-
thing of a hero to the youth of
the area. ]

Clearly 2 candidate capable of
rallying  broad Left support as
against the UNP and SLFP he
offers the LSSP 2 chancs of giving
the “sectarian” JVP a suitable
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riposte. But old habits dle hard,
and the LSS5P, which was earlier
dealing with the SLFP, ‘launched’
Podi Athula without any consulta-
tions with thelr ULF partner the
CPSL, let alone the ather mem-
bers of the 5 party bloc and
these Left groups outside [k, thus
throwing away the oppartunity
of gathering the considerable
support enjoyed both by the CPSL

and Vasu's MNLSSP In the Galle
area.
Taking umbrage, Mr. Nanayak-

kara's MLSSP has threatensd ta
toss its own hat into the ring
if no agreement Is reached before
Movember 21st.  Dinesh Gunawar-
dena’'s MEP has followed suir,
The MNL3SP has no objections to
Podi Athula but rather, to the
old LS5P's conduct, firstly In
contacting the SLFP and then in
paralleling J¥FP sectarianism. The
LS5P desplte the considerable
support It has always enjoyed in
Gale, stands In danger of repea-
ting its experience of the Colomba
Local Polls where the JVP pipped
it to the post for 3rd place,

Furthermore, relations within
the ULF are strained since the
LS5P Informed the CPSL of Podi
Athula’s candidacy 10 days before
it was publicly announced but
only after the decision had
been taken. The CPSL, is in a
quandary. On the ocne had |t
considers the LS5P and ftself as
the major working class parties,
which means cthat their bilatered
relationshlp shouldn't be damaged.
Cn the other hand the CPSL
does not want to jeopardise the
incipient detente relationship with
the JVP. The sectarianism of
both LSSP and JVP seem to render
these two objectives hard to re-

concile, at least, in cthe short
run.

But more importantly, this
ugly electoral bickering’ ameng

the left can only make adent in
the political credibility of the 'S
party bloc', while the electoral
advantages will doubtless accrue
te the SLFP, despite the latter's
own divisions and weaknesses,

4

Socialists and the Tamil issue

*‘lt is frony of history thae
the Left movement has been
brought together to confront the
Mationl (Tamil} Question. by a
lesuit  priest” remarked CMU
Assistant Secretary Upali Caorar
who was making the keynote ad-
dress at a seminar sponsored by
the recently founded Movement
for Inter Racial Justice and Equality,
better known by the acronym
MIRIE. The lesult priest that Mr,
Cooray was referring to was the
Oxford —educated sociologist Paul
Caspersz who Is Secretary of

MIRIE. His efforts have merited
him a centre page blast In the
inaugural editon of tha milltant

Sinhala  paper ‘Mathrubhoomi!
{ Motherland ). More recently the
findings of a MIRJE delegation led
by Fr. Paul, on Civil Rights vial-
ation in the North since July
this year, were :juoted by TULF
MP Yogeswaran during the Emer-
gency debate, earning a strong
reply from the UNP's Harin Corea,
Since then 5ir Senarat Gunawarde-
na and Fr. Tissa Balasuriya have
addressed an appeal to the govern-
ment on the same matter,

Addressing the seminar, Upali
Cooray presented a clear, and
sophistiticated restatement of the
Marxist position on the Natisnal
Question, locating the views of
Marx, Engels and Lenin against
the backdrop of the changing
phases in the evolution of the world
capitalist system. Placing a very
Leninist emphasis on the need to
recognise the progressive content of
the bourgeois nationalism of an opp-
ressed nation, Coearay madea persua-
slve plea for the recognition of
the right of the Tamll peoples in
the Morth and East, to national
self - determination. Such recogni-
tion was the sine qua non for
the cooperation necessary to comb-
at the class enemy, he said.

Rajan  Philipupillai followed
with an analysis of the gradual
evolution of Tamil consciousness
right upto the present demand
for Eelam. Though he considered a
united Sri Lankan state to be the
best framework for achieving the
historic aims of both Sinhala and

Tamil working peoples, he was
not  willing to recommend the
malntenance of a unitary setup

under the present situation, Ex-
amlnlag the class character of
the Eelam slogan, the speaker com-
mented on its dual aspects. |t
was progressive in so far as |t
mobllizes the broad Tamil masses
and especially the youth,

Expressing the views of the JVP
breakaway group ‘Janatha Sang-
amaya’ (Peoples League). Patrick
Fernando said that when they were
in the IVP, they tec had shared
that movement's soclal chauvinistic
position on the Tamils. This they
recagnised In the spiric of self-
eriticism. MNow  however, thay
considered the Tamils an oppres-
sed nation and defended the right
of self-determination I.e. the
right to national Independence.
They did not support or advocate
secessfon, and were of the view
that unicy between the two nations
could be ensured only by a two-
fold process, namely, the defance
of the Tamil's right of self- doter-
midation by Sinhala Marxists and
the advocacy of voluntary union
with the Sinhala working class
by Tamil Marxists. The latter task
was renderad difficult since che
Sinhala Left had not provided the
Tamil people with any serious
show of solidarity after 1944,

O.V. Ramaiah of the pro-
Peking “Red Flag' Union argued
that every effart should be exertad
to solve the Tamil question within
the existing sociceconomlic setup.
This would be a short—term me-
asure but should be pursued even
to the extent of supporting the
UNP  govt's initlatives if these
moves were obectively helpful.
He also warned against  external
(especially superpower) interven-
tion on the side of secessionism,

Rejecting this line of argumen-
tatlon, a spokesman for the Lanka
Social Studies Circle sald that
he had no doubts that the UNP
leaders would like to defuse the
Tamil crisls through reforms and
and cooptation. However the dep-
endent underdeveloped capitalism
of this country, caught up further-
mere, in  the wvortex of global



econemic recession rendered this
a non-option. This was not a
question of the UNP or SLFP
leadership but rather a stuctural
question, a question of the struce
tural crisis of capitalism. The speak-
er also regretted that the symbals
of nationalism which the Left
should utilize as in Micaragua, to
mobilize the masses against im-
perialism, were today being used,
albelt in distorted form, for
antl = Tamil chauvinism,

A representative of the wellknown
radical Tamil journal '"MANITHAN'
{Man) argued that he stood far the
Eelam demand not because he was
hostlle to Sinhala-Tamil unity but
on the contrary because he stood
for such unlty. Genulne unity can
exist only on the basis of equality
and such equality could be arhieved
only If the Tamlls stood up as a
nation equal In political statys to
the Sinhala nation,

Saatchi Ponnambalam, former
State Counsel in Lusaka, Zambia
and a radical economist as well,
said that what the Tamil people
wanted was quite simple: equality,
This demand for political equality
should be recognised as a  baslc
democratic demand.

Perhaps the most Important
Intervention of the day was made
by Bala Tampoe whose Revolu-
tionary Marxist Parcy, (of which
Upali Cooray Is a prominent mem-
ber) has taken a clear position on
the Tamil issue. (In this the RMP
is at one with Its rival, Edmund
Samarakkody's Revalutionary Waork-
ers Party). Mr. Tampoe made a
distinction between the situation
of the Tamil plantation proletariat
and that of the MNeorthern/Eastern
Tamils. The problems of the latter
have resulted lInevitably in the
Eelam demand and the 'right to
raise this demand should Ee un-
equivocally recognised. The former
however faced different problems
o which Eelam was no solution.
Tampoe flayed the JVP which was
reoresented in the person of Indika
Genzwardena, for falling to  defend

e  right of the TULF to
sclitical  existence  and activity,
e there was a  threat
= B=a  that leading  opposition
perTy.

He argued persuasively that the
Impact of the efforts of MIRIE and
Fr. Paul Caspersz should not Re
underestimated. The demands to
lift the Emergency in the North
and combat the ‘anti-Terrorist’
and ‘Tiger' Bills were first ralsed
by MIRIE at a meeting to which all
Left organisations were [nvited.
Then these demands had been
taken up by the JCTUQ Action
Committea. Though the country's
oldest Left party had demurred at
the outset, the concerted pressure
of other trade unlons in the Actlon

Committee had caused It to drop
its objections,  Flnally the 5
Left Parties had taken up these

demands as their main rallying
point. The JCTUQ AC meeting
at Hyde Park on Sept 20th (as
well as the 5 party rally ac the
same venue an Oct 2nd) witnessed
mass working class audiences en-
dorsing these Internatlonalisc slog-
ans by prolonged and thunderous
ovations. This was of historic
significance. Now even the SLFP
Trade Unlon federation had adopt-
ed these slogans in their capacity
as ICTUAC members, which brought
them Into confllet with tho SLFP
leadership who had argued for the
maintenance of the Emergency In
the Morth alone.

Mrs. Kusala Abhayavardhana
stressed that what |s taking place
in the Morth today would |nevi-
tably engulf the rest of the island
as the intensive neocolonization
of the economy proceeds apace.

Present at the
seminar were V. Ratnayake of
the Ceylon Communist Party,
Student Christian Movement re-
presentative Kumudhini  Rosa,
Katubedde  University  Student
Council  President, S. Walgama
(Presently  under  suspension),
l. Uyangoda from  Peradeniya
University, CPSL Youth League

representative Sarath P. Llyanage,
Annathi Abeysekera of the Chrls.

tlan  Workers Fellowship, and
Kumari layawardena of the Social
Scientists Association. The seminar

which was organised and coordi-
nated by the indefatigable S. Bala-

krishna of the MIRIE Secretaritat,
was chaired by Fr. Caspersz.

Among those

SLFP and OPEC

he SLFP is most unlikely to

support the government-spon-
sored petition to OPEC. The govern -
ment which hopes to collect 3 million
signatures has Invited the support
of the opposition parties. Only
the TULF has so far responded.

Judging by twe strongly worded
articles in the SLFP's “Nation'",
the SLFP will not extend its support
to the UNP move.

The OPEC petition campalgn is
described as a “'figleaf”” with which
the government hopss to conceal
the real reason for the country's
econemic pollcles framed on the
dictates of the IMF, the World
Bank and the multinationals. The
nation's speclal correspondents
also say that the peticion js parc
of a propaganda effort launched
by the western mass media and
other US agencies.

A second Left Front

hile the Galle by-election has
Waggravated subsurface ten-
slons, specially berween the LSSP and
the J¥P, in the newly formed 5
party “bloc”, 5 other Laft organisa-
tlons  which style  themselves
Marxist-Leninlst have banded to-
gether to form a new ‘peramuna’.
The five organisations are the
Ceylon Communist Party (N.San-
mugathasan), the Janatha Sangamaya
(Premapala Hewabatage) the Mava
Lanka Communist Party (K.Wimala-
pala) the New Democratic Party
(A.M.Jinadasa) and the Rewvolution-
ary People’s Liberatlon Party
{(Wimalasirl MNavaratna).

They hope to form a single
Left partyin the future. Meanwhile
all decisions wlill be taken by a
Secretariat representing the five
grnups,

Internationally, they are opposed
te US imperiallsm, Soviet social
imperialism and the policies of
present Chinese leadership. Ideo-
logically, they cricicise the 5 party
*bloc’ and revisionlsm, Trotskyism
and Guevarism. They reject the
parliamentary path,

They are anti-UNP and are
opposed to the SLFP ‘rightwing’.
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POLISARIO - victory in sight?

by Mervyn de Silva

{An interview with Mohomed Salem Salek, member of the
Palitbure of FRENTE POLISARIO, and Information Minister of the
Saharoui Arab Democratic Republic)

Q : How would you characterise
the present sltvation in the Sahara
and the prospects of Saharoui inde-
pendence ?

A We continue ta win victories
in beth the diplomatic and mili-
tary spheres, The government of
King Hassan which has |llegaily
annexed our land on the other
hand has faced a series of defeats.

3 : What factors hove helped to
bring obout the situagtion you have
described 7

A @ Several factors ........ the
main reason of course Is the will
of the people. The right of self-
determination has been recognised
by every relevant organisation —
the .M., the nonaligned move-
ment, the OAU, They all support
our just cause. But to have a

right to self-determlination is one
thing; to be ready, [f necessary,
to struggle for it and make sacri-
fices is another...... the will of
the Saharoui people to make great
sacrifices has been proved wich
every passing month., The other
factors are support from those
who sympathise wicth us........ 1

refer noc only to International
opinion as such but te direct
materlal support...,..then there

is our diplomatic effart to isolate
Moroceo, our chief enemy. Finally
the situation In the batclefield.

Q : When you spoke of the iso-
tatien of Morocco are you referring
te ihe QAU decision and King
Hossen's absence here in Havang

A : He was absent at the OAU
summit too,,...... He could not

“We kesp the

fniviative  afl  the

miifitary

face African and Arab condemna-
tion just as he feared the denu-
ciation of his policies here by

the nonaligned councries. But |
was referting to more definite
developments...... most impor-

tant of which is the decision of
Mauretania to give up Its claim
to part of our territory........
so that Morocco was left
This forced Marocco to
matters worse by forcibly
pying the area which was earlier
claimed by Mauretania, King
Hassan was in a dilemma. He thought
we might be satisfied with half
our territery and have a govern-
ment there, Ar the same time,
he weondered whether we would
do this and fight for the rest of
the land, which Is now claimed
by Morocco. 5a he has now
occupied the whole of the Sahara.
Milicarily, thls suits uws fine......
| recently read in a WS magazine

that some American general had
told the correspondent that ne

OCCu -

e’



Mehamed Salem Salek

conventional army can fight for
long in this terraln......] agree
........ only the Saharoui people
know their land..........

There's one other advance in
the  diplomatic field........as
you know the U.N. recognised
our right to self-determination by
an ever-whelming majority......
now we have formed our govern-
ment and one by one other
governments are recognising us,

Q@ : Could you give me a general
account of the military situations?

APl stare with the last
point | made in that connection
«+.s..during Spanish times, it
used to be said that it was really
Impossible to  fight a war in a
desert like ours...... but you see
each every people know the sec.
rets of their ewn land, thelr
own territory......those secrees
are not known to foreigners....
those secrets could net discovered
even h?' French intelligence which
was placed at the service of
Morocco and  Mauretanija ar the
start of the war. Those secrats
cannet be found by US sacellite

surveillance and handed over to
King Hassan,

Yes, let me give you a general
picture....,.first, we have orga-
nised our liberation army to make
it more efficient ......also politi-
ezl education goes on...... of the

czdres, of the officers and soldiers
........ then we keep the military

mitizzive all the time.....,.. we
=z not only territory but a large
msmber of weapons,..... we get

the weapons from the enemy who

gets It from his forelgn suppor-
ters........from the US and the
YWestivews ..ar from Egypt which

gets them from the US, from the
West, and new China. Qur battles
today have become battles for
positions..... «..and our army has
effective control of large areas
........ the Morocean army defends
positions........when we launch
serfous attacks the officers are
the first to flee...... this causes
low morale......or we cut off
their supplies and they live In
their barracks holed up...... =
in the night they are all alone
In  the desert,....... they are
frightened men........ already we
can see a qualitative distinction
between the Liberation army and
the Moroccan army.

Q : Will King Hassan sue for
peace........will he be ready fur
negotiations........

A : We are ready at any time

cv.....of course, the right of
independence cannot be negotiated
........ but the termination of
the war, yes........we can dis-
cuss but Hassan Is in deep trouble
....he imposed the war on

us and in a way, dragged Maure-
tapia Inte It because he wanted
to find a so-called cause to cap-
ture the imagination and feelings
of his people and divert their
minds from thelr own serious
problems but the war has made
the situation much worse.... ..
do not ask me, ask any Moroccan
........ there are some Moroccan
journalists here, ask them about
the economle situation, about the
goods In the shops and prices
GRS about what js happening

In the universities in Rabat and
in  Casablanca........ about the
strikes and so on...... if Morocco
does not end the war, it will

be In the same position as Por-
tugal was when there was the
liberation struggles in thelr African
colonies."
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China = Vietnam

History’s secrets

he revelation
secrets

of History's
has a fascination of
its own. What Journalists like
to call the ‘inside story’ is all
the more enthralling when the
narrators credentials are not only
impeccable but unigue. Such was
the rewarding experlence which
students of China's  zlg—zagging
foreign pelicy and It dramatic
about-face in recent years drew
from Enver Hoxha's book, The
Albanian leader was net only the
first to denounce ‘soviet revi-
slanlsm’ but remained for long
China's steadfast friend.

Whatever thelr own ideological
proclivities or partizsanship in the
raging  China-Vietnam conflict,
students of foreign affairs, parti-
cularly the making of pollcy in
a cauptry as important as China,
will find their intellectual curiosity
more than satisfied and thelr
knowledge enriched by a new
book pur out by the Vietnamese
government. It is called “The
Truth about Vietnam - China rela-
tions over the last 30 years.”

The case hilstory 5 especially
rich In its pointed lessons because
Peking's 180 degree turn In world
affairs has no parallel in ‘modern
history. As the introduction notes,
noe "other leaders in the world
have on the strategic plane
reversed their policy of alliances,
turning friends Into foes, and
reverse, so qulckly and thoroughly™,
The USSR, China’s principal ally
at one time, is the main enemy
today. U5 Imperialism whose
“character willl never change’ is
now 2 major ally. So¢ much so
that Yice President Mondale told
his Peking University audience in
September that an attempt by
any ane to ‘weaken China' would
be a threat to the security inte-
rests of the US. China which
advised the Shah, during Hua Kue
Feng's visit in 1978, to strengthen
CEMTO now parades herself as
an ‘eastern NATO' when 20 years
age It branded SEATO as a US
imperialist  design to  ‘encircle
and contaln’ China.

8

China which hailed the coming
‘revolutionary storm' in  Africa,
during Chou En - lai’s  historic
¥isit to the continent was in
active collusion a decade later
with the CIA = financed FNLA,
Mobutu and South Africa In figh-
ting the MPLA in Angola,

The authors of this book not
only affirm the close solidaricy
of the Chlnese and Vietnamese
pecples In thelr common struggle

agalnst Imperlalism in the early
phase but freely concede that
China's assistance to Vietnam's

liberatlon struggle was tremendous,
Yet a quarter century later, Pe-
king proudly announces to the
world that It will teach VYietnam
a lesson and a huge Chinese force
crasses the border. Churchill
sald Russla was an enigma wrapped
in myseery. The Chinese puzzle
Is surely an object of even gre-
ater mystification,

Using Vietnam's own experience
with China over 3 decades the
new book strives to solve with
the help of historical facrs hic-
herto unknown to the student,
The analysis is centred on China's
global strategy and its single -
minded pursuic of Peking's ultl-
mate alm of ‘third superpower
status,”

Moments or betrayal

Marking out four broad phases
in China's relations with Vietnam,
the book identifies three his-
torical moments of 'betrayal'.

{a) China faced ‘wars of aggres-
sion" In the norcth (Korea) and
in the south (French Indo-
China) and the general US policy
of encirclement. In order to
breach this ‘wall’, China helped
the Vietnamese fight the French
up to Dien Bien Phu and it hel-
ped the Morth Koreans to throw
back the US-Jed forces. Bur
China never wanted a strong,
unified Vietnam or an |Independent
Indo - China for this weuld stand
in the way of Peking's tradi-
tional “‘expansionist™ aims vis —a -
vis South East Asla, a regian
crowded with ‘overseas’ Chinase.

{b) This direct participation and
assistance gave China the chance
to come to the Geneva confe-
rence (talks on Korea and Viet-
nam In [954) and take part as
an active negotiator of equal
standing with the Big Four. But
In drawing up the Geneva agree-
ments, the Chinese posiclon  was
closer to that of the French
than of the Vietnamese delegation.
It suited Peking's purpose to we-

aken the French but to ‘limic
the Vietnamese victory.  Thus,
they advocated along with che

French the Korea - type solution
of parcition. [t would ‘divide'
Inde - China, give the French a
presence in the area preventing
a total wacuum which the LS,
then China’s main enemy, would
prompely fill,

Since after Dien Bien Phu, the
balance of forees was such that
French coloniallsm  could have
been completely wiped out from
the region, this agreement, engi-
neered mainly by the French and

the Chinese, was a gross bet-
rayal.
{¢) Afcer the Mge Dinh Diem

regime collapsed, it became c¢lear
that the whole of Vietnam could
be liberated but China's real aim
was to maintain the political status
quo In the country. It would
help the Vietnamese to fight a
long war with che S, which had
now stepped in, but not to help
them liberate the seuth. The
solution te the parcition. said
Mac Ze Dong may take 10 years
but 'we should be prepared for
100 years’. Thus, the Chinese
recommanded the policy of pro-
longed ambush®, of “‘defending the
I7th parallel”, of “lying low'" of
“mustering strength’ etc.

A prolonged war would bleed
the US. According to Hassanein
Heikal (**The Cairo Documents")
Masser's intimate friend and aida,
Chou told Masser “‘the mora
troops the US sends to Vietham,
the more delighted China s, for
we know we have them In our
hand and we can bleed them.. ..
..If you want to help Vietnam,
you must encourage the US to
send more troops,..."

Second betrayal

Meanwhile Peking was exerting
strong pressure eon Hanai to



reduce its reliance on Sovict arms
aid. The book unravals the knots
in the Chinese reasoning. When
a policically and economically
beseiged US had no other choice
but to pull out of Vietnam, it
would have to turn to China
{rather than the USSR) for a face -
saving formuela.  The Chinese,
Vietnam's  supplier, could put
pressure on Hanei. China could
extract a price from the US—
recognition, and a deal on Talwan

With the gradual worsening of
Sino - Sovier relatlons, Deng Xlao
ping offered Vietnam a billion yuan
if Hanoi turned down all aid from
Moscow,

The Chinese long - term plan
succeeded when Mixon wanted an
“out”. Mainly for domestic poli-
tical reasons, Nixen had to bring
back the US forces as the first
step o an escape from the Yiet-
namese Imbroglio, The Chinese
had encouraged the US bombing
of Marth Vietnam, had blocked
any diplomatic efforc at a Hanei -
Washington  understanding, and
had fought the US, as General
Maxwell Taylor put it *“to the
last  Vietnamese”. By reducing
aid and by threats to cur off
relations between the two parties
(China and Vietnam), Peking pre-
vented any scaling down of the
war or any US withdrawal until
the US was ready to deal with
Peking. .

Ping — pong diplomacy starced as
China prepared to turn westward.
Kissinger himsell had spoken of
2 "multl - palar world" replacing
the "bi- pelar world”. This fic
neatly intoe China's own grand
design to become the third
SUperpower.

While Mao himself admitted
that Mixon would never have come

to China but for the Vietnam
war, China's true aims were
revealed on  their ‘advice' to

Hznoi not to liberate the South.
In recorded conversations with
Le Duan, both Mac and Chou
advised that "the whole of Indo -
China should relax for some time,
five or ten years......"

Finally when the VYan Thieu
regime did not honour the Paris
pezce accords, the Chinese, who
had bean reducing military and

ecocnemic ald te Vietnam, refused
to back the liberation of the
South. This was the second bet-
rayal.

Final betrayal

With ‘quotes’ from authaorita-
tive U5 sources, the book seeks
to establish the fact that Peking
had told the US *not to allow
yourselves to be defeated in
Vietnam, and not to pull out
forces form South ease  Asja”.
Already China had openly Iden-
tified the USSR as the main enemy
and begun to follow the maxim
of Chinese emperors-— ‘unite with
distant opponents to fight che
enemy nearby'. And this in turn
was part of the ultimate alm of
using one superpower to combat
the other or as Mac said “'ta
sit on the mountaln top and watch
the tigers fight".

The sudden
Saigon regime,

collapse of the
the liberation of

Sahara

the South, the liberation of the
whole of [ndo — China, and the
unity of the pzoples of Vietnam,
Kampuchea and Laos in the course
of a common struggle, incensed
and dismayed Peking.

Sinee then it has pursued the
consistent  policy of weakenlng
Wietnam and  spoiling  relations

between Vietnam and her neigh-
bours. Evidence is offered of how
China pressured other countries
and even international agznzies to
refrain from or lmlt economle
aid to war ravaged Vietnam.
When VYietnam went ahead wich
its reconstruction, Chifna ‘attacked’
Vietnam through Pal Pot in Kam-
puchea, 'When Pol Pot was custed,
China committed the final acc of
treachery against a smaller, socia-
list neighbour —and tried to
teach Vietnam a lesson, as Dang
Kiaoping said publicly on his way
back from the U5 and Japan.

King Hassan—tomorrow’s Shah

Morom:u's King Hassan is dis-
covering that the Issye of
Saharan |ndependence is a double-
edged weapon. Two unsuccessful
attempts on his life {971 and
1971) were followed by a long
pericd of social and political
unrest, dramatised by strikes and
student troubles, King Hassan had
the standard answer: repression.
But ha chought he had anocher
useful weapon — the claim to
part of the western (Spanish)
Sahara. The other part was claimed
by neighbouring Mauretania. Both
claims were contested by Polisario,
the Saharoui Liberation Movement,

In 1975, King Hassan rallied
his discontented people on the
single nationalist slogan of ‘Greatar
Morocco " and silenced his domastic
opponents by launching the famous
‘Green  March'. Responding to
his patriotic appeal, nearly halfa
million Morocean civilians marched
into western Sahara. On the crest
of this wave of ‘popularity’ King
Hassan announced * palitical [ibe-
ralisation ' on conditlon that the
dpposition partias {notably ‘the
Socialist union of Popular Froces’)

the leading trade unions and stu-
dent organisations would support
the “patriotic war' against Palis-
arfie. The LIN has voted in favour
of  Saharoui  independence and
Polisaria is recognised by the
OAU and the Non -alignad Move-
ment. It is actively assisted by
Algeria and Libya.

Once a rallying cry and source
of domestic support for the
embattded Hassan, the war has
now become a major burden under
which the monarchy may ultimately
collapse.

The price  of phosphates,
Moroceo’s sole export, Is less
than half it fetched five years ago,
Inflation is exceeding 209 and
the external dabt is devouring
3034 of the export income. Defence

spending (one and half billion
dollars last year) is a third of
the national budger. More and

more of it goas te fighting the
Polisario. Far from unifying or
mollifying the peonle, the  war
has begun to exacerbate political
conflicts and social tensions in
Moroceo,



South Korea

THE DOUBTFUL MODEL

Fur all its wildly Improbable
and cinematic features, the
gun duel in a KCIA - run restaurant
which ended in the killing of
President Park, leaves behind some
serious questions unanswered, Yyas
this a well planned murder and
the necessary finale to a political
plot to oust him! Was there a
hidden hand behind the coup!

For other reasons as well, Park’s
bloody demlse will pompt sombre
reflections among students of Third
World' and Asian politics.

In the 1980°s South Korea's
farelgn investment - based, export-
led industriallsation was held
out by western experts and llke -
minded Third Werld specialists
as ‘model' for economic develop-
ment, Like Talwan, it was ardently
advertised asa' miracle.”™ Atother
times, Brazll, Pakistan, Iran, Indo-
nesia, Phillippines, and Singapore
were put on display in a show-

case arranged on IBRD-IMF ex-
pertise.
With equal assurance, It was

argued that South Korea's policl-
cal stability was the prerequisite
for this “take-off and “pros-
pericy. " Certalnly, Gereral Park
who ousted the agelng Synghman
Rhee In 1960 created the required
conditions of stability. But what
did it really represent! Reporting
recently from Seoul, MNewsweek's
Asia Edltor, Andrew Magorski
wrote of the councry’s " seemingly
endless cycle of repression, protest,
repression, "'

The Meorth Keorean threat and
the Communist menace relnforced
Park's ritual defence of his repres-
sive regime., The strategic im-
portance of the Korean peninsula,
lJS Security interests and the
presence of about 40, 000 Us
troops helped earn Washington's
unblushing  patrenage of harsh
military rule.

The Scuth Korean miracle has
begun to lose its magie. Pusan,
a majar city, and Masan were

10

rocked by strikes and student
demonstrations. Two months ago,
unemployed women workers staged
a protest at the Opposition party
office. The pollce response was
only too famillar. They beat up
the women and the Opposition
party officials,

Though many of Park's eritics
had lost their nerve, the main
oppesition party and its outspoken
leader, Kim Young Sam became
too troublesome for a regime
for which the slightest word of
disagreement was tantamount o
subversion, When Park manouevred
the expulsion of the Oppositon
leader from parliament, 66 MP's
declded to boycott the assembly
Indefinitely.

With riets, martial law and
indiscriminate arrests, the U.5,
found itself crapped In a now
familiar dilemma which is often
over -simplified as a painful choice
between a tyrannical ally and its
own human rights credo, ** Morality
in foreign policy,” a popular
debate in the first years of the
Carter administration, conceals or
clouds the real issue, which is
striccly political.

When the accommodating agent
or client { national leader oar
government) s or soon becomes
a represslve ruler, he does guaran-
tee tha stability necessary for
the protectlon of the patron's
interests, Bur whatever the durarion
of his stay, the irrepression icself
invites protest, and protest pro-
vokes pgreater repression. With
each turn of the screw however,
the protest becomes more violent,
more organised and more popu-
lar, often gachering rtopgether
broader and broader soclal forces.
This is the lesson the US learnc
from the downfall of dictators
from the Shah to Someza .e.
at a certain poing, the local client
ar ally, far from protecting US
interests, is in fact endangering
them. |t is not a cheoice then
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Insurgency '71 — Two new studies (3)

JVYP’s IDEOLOGICAL ROOTS

H:wlng thus  analysed the
eonditions that led to the
emergence of the LY. P. Keera-
wella briefly describes the alter-
nitive ideology and policy put
forward by the J¥P and some
factors that Influenced its organi-
sational methods. As far as Iis
ideclogy was concerned, Keera.
wella notes |t lacks of clear cut
and definite ideclogy: “Their's
was not a Marxist—Leninist ideolagy
but an eclecticlsm consisting of
various shades of Stalinism, Maao-
ism, Guevarism  etc. “He
characterises the ideology of
the J¥P, however, as anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal and
anti-capitalist but as essentially
not an ideclogy of the working
class,

The eclecticism and confusion
of J¥P Ideslogy went so far as
to include elements of the Sinhala
chauvinism that had earlier aff-
ected even traditlonal left parties,
As  far as organisations went,
the petty bourgeois nature of the
membership and the manner in
which recruitment was dene-mainly
on the basis of an, expanding
circle of personal relations-is
seen by Keerawella as having
resulted in a number of charac-
teristics:

I. The membership of the move-
ment came to be based prim-
arily on students and unemployed
educated youth. According to

figures given of a survey of
10,192 suspected  insurgents,
students, unemployed youth,
casval labourers and cultivators
—prabably  unemployed  rural
lzbourers-came to 679, of the
o2l number,

I 7The organs of party manage-

ment were not  democratically
sf=cted and in the course of
e, became authoritarian,

S=case these organs were also
“amz=ly the result of personal
refztionships, factionallsm  was
raEmpent.

by Charles Abeysekera

3. These organs were also rela-
tively immature  and inexpe-
rienced.

Keerawellza supports these con-
clusions with an examination of
the class origins and the character
of the polit-bureau of the JVP.
It may be desirable to give the
conclusions of this study in
Keerawella's own words:

“The petty bourgeolsie origina-
tInF in the context of the cole-
nial economic transformation con-
stituted the social basis of the
IWP. The petty bourgeoisie was
necessarlly noc only a leftist
force....But In peripheral capl-
tallst countries like Sri Lanka
where the economic crisis got
aggravated constantly the petoy-
bourgeoisie could become a Leftist
force as clearly shown In  Sri
Lanka in [97]. Thus the I¥P
and che [971 wuprising can be
defined as a Leftlst challenge
of the younger radical elements
of thls crisis ridden petty bour-
geolsia.

“On the other hand when the
traditional Left degenerated into
social democratism....the working
class was deprived of revolutionary
leadership and became wagging
talls of the ‘elitist’ leadership,
The waorking class under the
control of the traditional Left
did not come forward to play
the role it was expected to play,
Thus it was that the radical ele-
ments of the petty bourgecisie
came forward to fill this vaccuum™

In assessing finally the role of
the 1¥P, Keerawella believed
that though the movement was
uncumprornjsrngl}r ant[-]mperralist
and anti-capitalist, it failed beca-
use it lacked working class
leadership. This itself ha sees
as a characteristic of the petty
bourgeois nature of the party.

* L] ]

Keerawella’s valuable study
(whlch this article has summarised

with some comments), thus lays
bare the roots af the JVP. He
answers effectively, but some-
times very brieﬂ);r. the gques.
tions he has set himself.

The evaluation of the |¥P and

its ideology In the context of
Sri Lanka's movement towards
soclalism has not been his aim

bur incldental to his main thesls.
What this study however throws
up s the necessity for further
research In a number of related
areas; for example, the develop-
ment of capltalist relacions in the
economy, the growth of the
‘comprador’ bourgesolsle, the re-
asons for the lack of a ‘national’
bourgeoisie, the impact of capita-
list relations as the village and
the growth of class differentiation
in the agrarian sector,

The general conclusion drawn
by Keerawella iz cthat cthe IVP
was in  essence an  organisation
of the petty-bourgeoisie and that
its characteristics and fallures
stem from this face, One should,
hewever, alse study and verify the
claims made by Wijeweera In his
evidence to the Criminal Justice
Commission  that though "‘the
IWP was implanted in the rural
proletariac the lumpen proletariat
and certain petty-bourgzols layers™,
It had begun, by 1971, to expand

Inte the wurban areas and that
some sections of the wurking
class had been drawn in. Edmund

Samarakkody, writing in May |971,
appears to confirm this claim:
“Also included in the fold of the
JVP were young militant workers
drawn mainly from the state
industrial ¢orporations and the
state agricultural sector, e. g. the
Land Development Department,
the Survey Department and colonis-
ation schemes™. Rather than re-
lying solely as avallable statlstics
regarding the 10,000 or so0 who
surrenderéd to the state at the
declaration of an  amnesty, one
might try to probe alittle deeper
Into the membership compasition



of the IVP and Its class nature
and establish both the size ofthe
influx of the urban proletariat
if any and Its [mpact on the
structure and policies of the VP,
One doubts whether such a
study will seriously disturb
Keerawella's conclusions, but
the total picture might then
be somewhat clearer.

The characterisation of whole
layers of rural soclety as petty-
bourgeals seems to be also in
need of some clarification. The
traditional petty-bourgeisia  of
small producers  small  traders,
artisans |s a familar enough con-
cept; but in the face of advanc-
ing capitalism, this class has
steadily dwindled. There has now
arisen a new stratum-teachers,
government or state sector em-
ployees, techniciaries, traders with
links to urban centres, middle
-men who enter into the transac-
tlons beween rural producer and
urban traders; some of these
have no ownership claims to land
or other productive resources and
depend solely on the sale of this
labour. This class, which has
arisen also in the developad
capltalist countries has been called
by Micos Poularitias and others
the new petty-bourgeolsie-wich
some difficult characteristics but
the primary identification being
made as the basis that though
they appear- quite different at
the economic level, both these
bear the same ideclogical rela-
tionship to the class struggle
between the bourgeoisie and the
working «class and that this
ideological relationship is enough
to merge them into a single
class. This fermulation by Ponl-
antas has been the subject of
much debate, but it [s brnught
out here because jt has some
relevance to the characererisation
of class formations In our rural
society. It can be argued that
the economic Interests of the
traditional are the new petty-
bourgeoisie are somewhat different
-the advance of capltallsm serves
the interests of the new while
it works against the interests of
the old. In this contact one will
have  to  analyse carefully the
economic Interests that are the ldeo-
logical standpoints of these two
groups, and this relationship to

12

the proletariat. One will also
have to work out carefully the
boundary  between the working
class and this new segment of
the petty-bourgeolsle, Such an
analysis is important not merely
in an academic sense but also
because it must surely Influence
the policies and tactles of soclallst
parties.

Another aspect that needs to be
Investigated at greater depth |[s
the dislllusionment of radical youth
elements with the traditional left,
The reformist policles followed by
the CP and the L3SP which
ultimately resulted in coalition
politics and the impact of such
policies not only on the radicalised
youth but also on the urban work-
ing class itself needs to be studied.
To quote Samarakkedy again, “‘the
failure of the working class to be
even articulate against the murders
and atrocities of the government
{in |971) is the measure of the
disorientation of the working class
that had taken place through
coalition politics slnce 1964 and of
the process of absorption of the
trade union apparatus Into the
capitalist state structures which had
been taking place.” Indeed one
may aslc whether the excessive
preoccupation  with  economic
struggles at the trade union level
was not one of the factors that
determined  reformist  political
positions.

Another area that will require
attention is the ideological
superstructure, The relationshlp
of ruling ideology to the economic
base, growth of a sociallst |deoclogy
in 5ri Lanka, the ideology of the
traditional Left and of the new
Left-there will have to be studied
in detail for a proper understanding
of the Left movement and its many
viclssitudes in Sri Lanka.

It should alse be interesting, in
the light of its past, to look at the
present structure of the JVYP, its
ideslogy, composition, organisation
and methods of struggle. Such a
study might reveal whether it still
suffars from the Ideclogical and
organisational drawbacks pointed
out In this study might reveal
whether it still suffers from the
ideclogical and  organisational

(Continmued ot Pape 1)

SELECTED
BY
CONNOISSEURS

BRANDY"

Blended &
bottled by
ROCKLAND
DISTILLERIES LTD.,

Under licence to
Hanappier Peyrelongue & Co.

Distributed by:

MAHARAJA  ORGANISATION
(DISTRIBUTORS) LIMITED




April Insurgency 1971- by

Podi Athula (3)

Making of JVP theory

n the first part of the present
Iseries of articles, | stated that
the ideology of the JYP has still
not been subject to serious exami-
nation. The account given by
Podi Athula, in the second chapter
of his book glves the reader some
factual Information on the genesis
of the ‘‘theorles” of the move-
ment. As the author correctly
comments, these theories were
mainly concerned with the grie-
vances of the peasantry and the

worst —affected  sectlons of the
petit - bourgeoisle, such as the
unemployed youth. To take Podl

Athula's point further, the JYP
over — estimated the revolutionary
potential of the peasantry and
the youth (an unconscious influe-
nce of Fanon and Mkrumah vla
the Afrlcan Soclallst environment

of Lumumba University] which
was slmultanecusly the Inevi-
table result of a gross under -
estimation of the role of the
working class In the Socialist
revolution,  This sltuation  may
be explained in terms of the
class nature of the J‘:"F‘.

Mow we came to an interes-
ting point by which we «can

identify yet another pﬂculiari?’ of
this political movement. lts ideo-
logy has been a manifestation of
the major grievances of the social
forces that were neglected by, or
not given due place, In  the
tradiclonal left movement. In ocher
words, the failure of the old left
to organize the peasantry and
the youth wunder the leadership
of the working class, had created
a situatlen where those soclal
forces had to find thelr own
woice in a new “‘orchestral arran-
gement”, If we accept Podi
Arthula's statement that Wijeweera
Bz 2 Marodnik-ish Instinct for
the peasantry and that he pre-
ferr=d the rural peasantry to the
eroza proletariat 25 the leading
forc= of the revaolution, then
Wijswesrz reflected not a posl-

tive but a negative aspect of the
Lankan Left. Here, the paradox

was that this absence In the
craditional left partles become a
presence [n the JVP. [t 1s per-

tinent to recall that not a single
left parcy in this country has ever
presented a revolutionary  pro-
gramme for the peasantry and
made a serlous effort to organise
this class, though they have paid
lip—service to the concept of
“worker— peasant  alliance™.  In
the lecture entitled '"The Economic
Crisis”™ - the main emphasis of
which was on the grievances
of the peasantry and the youth -
it was the lamentations of the
neglected that found utterance.

The less known and therefore
variedly interpreted fifth lecture
“The Path that the Lankan Revolu-
tion should Take" - has had a
peculiar erigin, according to Podi

Athula’s boolk. It 1s sald thac
Wijeweera had to grapple with
the problem of strategy and
tactics of the Lankan revolution

only after he had discussions with
G. I. D. Dharmasekera and D. A,
Gunasekera with a view to win
them over toe his movement.
Dharmasekera had held the view
that the revoluclon should take
the nature of an armed guerilla
struggle along the lines of the
Cuban revolution, whille Guna-
sekera opted for a protracted
revolutionary war as happened In
China. Accordingly, Wijeweera's
theery of revelution — Country-
wide scattered and simultaneous
struggle — is a synthesis of these
two theories. Analysing  Wije-
weera's “new theory” eone can go

further. [n the mid - 1960s, the
Lankan Left had been pre-occu-
pled with the false problem of

iiHow to make the revoluzion?”
A technical problem, In this
context, the new-left groups, as
against the traditional left parties,
derived [nsplration from elther
Chinese or Cuban revolutions.

by J. Uyangoda

Those who adhered to  the
"*Mao Tse-rtung thought” believed
in a simplistic strategy for revolu-
tion. They faithfully accepted the
applicabilicy of the strategy and
tactics of the Chinese experience
ta this country In total. Pro-
tracted war, rural base areas
{liberaced zones) were Its essen-
tial ingredients. On the other
hand, to those who were attra-
cted by the revalutionary roman-
ticism of the Cuban "‘model™. an
armed guerilla foco, through its
gun — fires, could start the Pralrie
fire of revolutlon,

In retrospect, it can be observed
that the influence of these two
schaols of revolutionary stracegy
and tactics upon the Lankan Left
was, unfortunately, In the direc-
tlon of chaos and confusion. The
great debate within and among
the groups of gauche extreme
revolved not around the funda-
mental and basic problems of
Lankan revelution, but around the
tactles and techniques of the armed
revolutionary scruggle. Yas It to
take the form of a “SULU
ARAGALAYA"™ or “MAHA
ARAGALAYA". Or was it to
be a short-term struggle or a
long - term struggle? These con-
cepts of YSULU ARAGALAYA'
and “"MAHA ARAGALAYA' can
be translated In to English In a
very clumsy manner as ‘lesser
struggles” and ‘Single devastating
blow’ respectively. — They are so
uniquely indlgencus (Lankan) and
forelgn to the accepred Marxist
Yocabulry that there exist no
parallel English terms. It Is this
false identification of the false
problem that led Wijewszera to
the false — synchesis expressed In
the theory of ‘scattered and simul-
tenecus struggle.’

One positive development of
the I¥P Ideology, in its post =
1971 phase, Is its partial abandon-
ment of Its  earlier  stand
towards the Tamils, MNoanetheless,

13



the new position cannot be
considered stricely Marxlan, be-
cause the JVYP does not stand for
the right of the Tamil people in

this country to exercise their
selfdetermination i. e., political
separation. The ‘old” JVYP Ideology
was characterized by a clearly
declared aversion towards the
Tamil people, including the plan-
tation workers. This antipathy

seems to bhe one of the most
sensitive areas in the past of the
J¥P. Though its leaders criticize
and attack the other left parties
for their ‘oportunism’ concerning
the Tamil problem the IVP
remains shyly noncomictal regard-
ing its own chauvinistic past.
Podi Athula’s short but revealing
description on the origins and
the contents of the IYP ctheary
of “lIndlan  expansionism"” s

basically correct,  According te
him, WYijeweera adapted this
theory (first formulated by the
Chinese leaders in their dispute
with MNehru's India), since he
pragmatically sensed the appeal-
ing power of such a2 concepc to
the anti - Tamil sentiments of the
Sinhala masses. Given the ex-
pansionlst dynamic of the Indian
big bourgecisle, one could have,
to a certaln extent, justified the
concept of Indlan  expansionism,
But when one attempts to conh-
flate the cry of the Lankan Tamil
masses for justlce and equallty
with the aspirations of the [ndian
bourgeaisie, one would surely
go astray. This was exactly the
problem with Wileweera's theory
of Indian expansionism. Actually,
this socalled Indlan Tamil threat
became a useful catch phrase to

draw more and more Sinhala
petty — bourgeois elements to the

movement.
(To be continued)

JVP's . . . .

{Continued from Page 12}

drawbacks pointed out In this study
or has been successful In overcam-
Ing them; a superficial impression
would be that it still does suffer
from these disabllities and that It
has still been able to extend [ts
influence In a significant way to the
urban working classes.

One hopes that [ocal academics
will, now that the ice has been
broken, turn their attention more
and more to research areas that are
very pertinent to the problems
of our time.

{Concluded)
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Religion and radicalism

by Yohan Devananda

hen Bishop John Robinsen

published his book “Honest
to God" in the early sixties of
this century, he was greeted by
howls of protest from conserva-
tive churchmen whe denounced
him as a dangerous radical. He

patiently explained that belng
radical (derived from the Latin
word meaning “‘root')  meant

getting back (or down) to the
roots, By reference to the Bible
and the real tradition, he was
trying to get ac the true mea-
ning of the concept of God and,
at the same time, expose and
temove the layers of superstition,
corruption  and misunderstanding

that had accumulated round che
concept, and had not merely
made It wunpalatable to modern

man but robbed It of all potency
to Insplre  actien |n response to
people’s need. Incidentally, get-
ting back (or down) to the roots
does not mean merel}' & return
to the past. It means getting to
the springs of creative living,
thought and action.

This kind of re-thinking had
been going on for a long time
and exploded in the so called
Death of God Theology of the
sixties. Thus was the way pre-
pared for the Liberation Theology
of the seventies, which has put
forward a positive Christian Gaspel
that responds to the urgent needs
of the people. The latest fruit
of this movement has been the
revolution in  Micaragua, where
the Christian poet and priest,
and active ally of the cause of
the Sandinista guerillas in cheir
struggle against the Samoza regime,
Fr Ernesta Cardenal has declared:
“This revolution |5 fundementally
Christian. The people of Micaragua
are, in their great majoricy,
Christian, and it was the people
who carried out the revolution’.

The Preophetic Vocation

Bishop John Robinson and Fr
Ernesto Cardenal are typical exam-
ples of the classic vocation, which
is, fundamentally, 2 call from

falsehood to reality, from indiffer-
ence and sloth to compassionate
action for justite on behalf of
the oppressed. ‘When a society
grows old and corrupt, charis-
matle leaders are raised up from
among the people who with cri-
tical [nsight into the corruption
of the aold scciety call them out
to new vislons and new creative
actions which  respond to the
challenge of circumstances and
human needs. And this is a voca-
tion that is common to all religions,

The Monk
What about the monk? The men-

astic vocation is often thought of as
a2 negative flight from the world,

Such has often been the case.
But this is a perversion of che
manks vocation, Fundamentally,

the true monk does not give up
the warld but the corruptions of
the world. Or to put it in
another way, he does not turn
away from society but from cthe
status qua, The greac monks of
history, after a ripe experience
of society, came out of it to be
alone, to contemplate, to under-
stand the truth. Bur then dis-
tlples gathered round them and
they farmed new communities and
went back to the warld to refarm

society.  Here, agaln, this is 2
vocation that js common to all
religions.

True men of religion

True men of rellglon — of all
religions — have always integrated
both action and contemplation in
their lives. This is c[ear!F;r evident
in the Buddha, lesus Christ, Saint
Benedict, Francis of Assisi, Marcin
Luther, The prophet Mohammad,
Swami  Vivekananda, Paramahasa
Ramakrishna, Sri Aurabindo,
Mahatma Gandhi, Anagarika Dhar-
mapala, and  countless others,
And  all cheir lives and minis-
tries had a clearly radical conteng,
in their own particular historical
situation,

Liberation Types
The Liberation Theolagy of
Latin America has, In recent timaes,

publicised the radical characeer
of Christianity, and this has aro-
used interest in the liberation
types or figures In  Christian
history, going right back to Christ
himself, and even before him, to
Moses and the Prophets.

But it is not yer widely reco-
gnized that Buddhism, too, hasa
profoundly radieal character and
that there are [nnumerable exam-
ples of liberation cypes or figures
in Buddhist history which illus-
trate this.

The liberation theologians In
Latin  America discovered the
Liberation Christ as they became
persenally invelved In a revolu-
tienary situation and commitcad
themselves to the liberation
struggle., 5o they read the Bible
with new eyes and woke up to
fact that Christ himself had lived
in a revalucionary situation and
had been engaged in a struggle
for the oppressed against the
oppressors, They are thus able
to draw great strengh In  their
own struggle, through solidarity
with the Liberation Christ who
has been before them in the
struggle, and whose presence they
sense still  with them In the
power of the Resurrection that
triumphed over evil and deatch.

In Sri Lanka, Kuliyapitiya Fer-
nando of the Democratic MNational
Front s an outstanding and power-
ful interpreter of the liberation
cantent of Buddhism, He is a
graduate of Peradeniya University,
deeply versed In the Buddhist
Texts, and has been invelved in
revolutionary politics.  He spent
4 years In prison camps consequnt
on the I371 Insurrection, though
he was not actually invalved in
it, having belonged to another
revolutionary group. He is often
called upon to speak on this sub-
ject but has not had anything as
yet published. There is obviously
a need and 2 demand for chis
kind of thinking and appreach.
But it cannot be claimed, yar,
that It is widespread,
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Kumarl Jayawardene has made
a study of the Labour Movement
in Sri Lanka during the past cen-
tury, which has been published,
and much used by working class
and peasant groups. She has also
made a study, of the Buddhist
Revival Movement. Recently, when
she wrote a series of articles in
the Lanka Guardian on “Bhikkus
in Revolt™, Raggle Siriwardena,
who had earller claimed that theras
was no radical movement In
Buddhism, wrote again to say
that the revolt of bhikkus has
been purely to protect or recover
their institutions and vested In-
terests, and Insisted that this
cannot be equated with true radi-
callsm, He clalmed that bhikkus
have not stood for the rights of
the peocple and ideas of equalicy
as Christian and secular radicals
have done. He pointed out that
Kumari layawardena had not quo-
ted any radical pronouncement of
the bhikkus she wrote about and
said this must have been because
there weren't any to quote! He
concluded that the radical move-
ment in the future [n Sri Lanka
connot expect any Buddhist con-
tribution.

In 2 country where Buddhism
is still scrongly encrenched chis
is indeed a dismal prospect for
the revolutionary cause, But, of
course, some so-called Marxists
confidently expect that the hold
of Buddhism on 5Sri Lanka will
disolve Into thin air when the
capitallst  contradictions  duly
mature, and the trade unions
wlll then duly usher in the new
eral They have been expecting
this to happen for the last forty
years! However, [t must be
emphasized that true Marxism
does not depend on such naive
and shallow predictlons. MNor
does it require ruthless extermina-
tion as seme others Imagine.
Ve may quote here the Russlan
Marxist Parfionovich;

““Well, didn't Lenin say thae
Marxism, far from repudiating the
past, should absorb and work on
it as the only sure foundation
of a praoletarian culture?. . ..

“Who can deny that Buddhlsm
has been not simply a religlon,
buta way of Iife for milllons?

&

That its cultural and historical
values have moulded the spiritual
heritage of mankind?™

We may add, alse, here a
gunta}:ion from Fr. Aloysius Pleris
. ). of Sri Lanka, who has made
a deep study of Buddhism:

“Buddhist monasticism is, there-
fore, never neutral to the soclo
~political reallty. The dlalectics
between withdrawal from the
warld and involvement with the
world-or contemplation and action
~is nowhere so clearly attested
as In tha palitical rale that
spiritual men play In a Boddhist
cultura™.

The Buddha

WHustrations of the radical role
of Buddhists must, of course,
begin with the Buddha himself,
The Buddha was part of a histarfcal
movement that witnessed the rise
of the Kshatrlyas agalnst the
domination of the Brahmins.
Through an Inspired encouncer
with reality-depicted in the story
of the signs—the Prince Siddhartha
realised the need for seeking a
way of liberation for the oppressed,
This invelved a radical break from
home and society. Then came
the wilderness experience and
the awakening to the path of
lIberation. Afcer that followed
the return to society. He founded
the Sangha as a nucleus and
pattern for a new society, This
Sangha had to take the dharma
among the people, fn word and
deed-"Go, now, and wander for
the good of the people, for the

happiness of the people, out of
compassion for the world." This
involved struggle. The Buddha

denounced caste and pasitions of
ower and honour that were
eld without responsibility and
service to the people. This, in
turn, proveked opposition against
him. The pattern of radical life
and action is clear.

Mustrations

This was neot, and in fact
cannot be, just an isolated example,
It is a patcern that has had a
deep impact on history and
remains one of the fundamental
options and challenges for the
human spirit. There are innumerable

examples of those who have
responded te it in  Buddhist
history.

Sri Lanka has had an ample share
of liberation types or figures. In
the recenc past, too, there has been
a revival of Buddhism, and there
has been aleng line of liberation
fighters, which Kumari Jayawardena
has mentioned. There are, of-
course, certain EPUFIDUS III'IL']
unfortunate features of chis move-
ment such as chauvinism and raclal
Intolerance, which must be expo-
sed, opposed and  eradicated
relentlessfy. But there are also,
clearly, genuine radical elements,
not so well publicised, which must
bediligently zearched for articulated
mare clearly, encouraged and
developed, and organised for the
revolutionary tasks ahead of us.
As the revolutionary  situatlon
ripens In 5ri Lanka more and more
of this will come out to the front.
The masses of Sri Lanka, especially
the peasants, cannot be properly
moblillsed for the revolution with-
out an Imaginative and creative use
of our Buddhlst religious and
cultural heritage. The new society
which must emerge will desperately
be lacking in health and wholeness
If the radical Buddhist contri-
butfen is not made,

{To be continued)
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Empiricism, revisionism

and revolution

(A rejoinder to Jothikumar by Chintaka)

enin, Louls, Althysser, and the

Chinese  Marxist — Lenlnlsts,
correctly identified empiricism
as one of the fundamental phile-
sophical bases of Right oppor-
tunism. Jothikumar (singular or
plural?) bears this out. In his
first paragraph he resorts childi-
shly to the device of reductio
ad absurdum, imputing parallels
| never drew-as the reader
would recall. His main point
however 15 that “there is nothing
or little in  common between
(their) conditions, problem and
ours". | thought | had replied
this adequately on a previous
oeeasion (L. G. Aug 15th) but
it seems that | have to under-
score the point. It Is cercainly
necessary to grnin:. the specificicy
of every national situation and
make a concreta analysis of con-
crete conditions, However, one
must never lapse inte the kind
of vulgar empiricism that Jothi-
kumar and his ik do. This
appreach fails to see the wood
for the trees. Or If you prefer,
in terms of, Marxist epistamology,
this exclusively ‘case - by — case’
approach renders it impossible to
move from the purely prece-
ptual level to a the conceptual
level in the process of cognition,

In my reply to Kumar David
L. G. Oct Ist) | identified the

very hub of the Marxian frame
of reference, applicable also to
the National Question:= It js

right to rebel against reaction'",
(Stalin, Mac). Let me explicate
further, borrewing some terms
which the discipline of bourgeois
sociology itself borrowed from
the field of cybernetics. Is one's
perspective that of system - change
or that of “system - maintenance’;
That is the fundamental question.
If cne's perspective is one of
system - change le, revolution,
then it is imperative ta |ocate
and Identify each and every con-
trifugal factor operating within

the system. That is to say, Itls
necessary to locate and identify
each and every force worknig to
destabilize the system. Changing
the idiom somewhat, we may say
that revelutianary Marxists must
locate the multiple, complex and
unevenly structured contradictions
within a given socio - econamic
formation, with a view to has-
tening the ‘fusien’ or ‘conden-
sation’ of all thete contradictions
to the point of ‘explosion’, Just
as the struggle of the oppressed
natlens In  Tzarist Russia, ‘the
prison — house of the nationalities’
gravely undermined Tzardom, the
revolutions in the colonial, semi-
colonial and dependent entities
attacked world Imperiallsm in its
rear, Be it at the global level
or in a lecal context, the natlonal
liberation struggles to  exercise
the right of self - determination
opens Up a second front so to
speak against the commeon and
chief foe, ie, the class enemy, the
ruling bourgeoisia.

The working class movement
and the oppressed nations in
ferment are each other's natural
allies, just as, for example, the
USSR and the ‘Third world"
peoples are natural allies in today's
struggle against imperialism. The
working class movement and the
national movemants of the oppres-
sed, should logically seek to
reinforce and radicalize each
other's struggles. Though Jothi-
kumar is correct In a general
sense  when he writes that
"Marxists are expected to view
prablems from class and not as
chauvinistic and emotional polints
of view" he falls to see the
pitfall of a reductionist approach,
one which would mechanistically

reduce the National situation to
‘mere’ class faceors. It is neces.
sary to comprehend the dlalec-

tical Interrelationship of nacional
and class struggle, of a revolu-
tionary natlonallsm and scientific

soclalism, of national |iberation
and social revelution. Marxists
therefore, must extend full and

consistent support to the struggle
of the oppressed nation for self-
determination firstly because |t
Is right to rebel against reactian
and secondly because the opening
up of new fronts and formation
of new allfances Is of fundamental
strategic  significance  for the
revolutionary struggle,

Of course all this holds true
only for those who, like Lenin,
have grasped the actuality of the
revalution; wheo, like Stalin, have
a sanse of revolutionary realism.
But then, Jothikumar's PEFSpAC-
tive is clearly not one of ‘system
change’ but one of ‘system - main-
tenance’ and ‘conflict management’
which Is why he is hysterical
about the possibilty of |ndia,
Burma, China (7. Pakistan, Yugos-
lavia and several other countrias
being torn to pieces In the evenc
of the recognition of the right
of self— determination. This is
also why in the same article he
so feverishly seeks solutions to
the problems of the Tamils “*within
the bourgeols state and the Uni-
ted Sri Lanka™ (L. G. July 15ch),
It is te make the contrast wich
this perspective of system main-

tenance (reformism) that | drew
attention to the line of those
genuine Marxlsts In  these and
other countries who are In the
actual struggle for radical, quali-
tacive ‘system - change'. Their

position on the national question
in their own societles flows con-
sistently from their revolutionary
perspectiva. Maoists many of them
may be, but in the best sense
of the word — quite unlike those
local acolytes of Dang Hsiao Peng
who dencunced the railway strike

of 1976 as a counter — revely-
tlonary plot; wha graced same
platforms as Sirima Bandaranaike

and called for support to the SLEP
in the 1977 general elections; and
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who attack any form of Left
unity in the pages of the SLFP

Mudalali press.

Those who supported the SLFP
at a time when It was jaillng and
torturing Tamll youths in the
Morth, while burning and looting
estate lines In the gulse of land
reform, have no moral right to
speak on the Tamll issue. Those
very elements who passed resolu-
tlons calllng upon the UNP
government to combat Cuba and
Wletnam within the MNon-aligned
Movement, have no moral right
to cast aspersions at heroic
Vietnam, that unshakable outpost
of the Soclalist camp In South -
East Aslia.

As for the Mational Question, a
vulgarly empirical ‘case - by -case
approach bears not the slightest
affinity with Leninism.  Lenin's
formulation contained In the
Resolution of the Londen Inter-
national Congress, 1896 Is one of
absolute clarity: "“this Congress
declares that it stands for the
full right of all nations to self -
determinaticn and expresses fts
sympathy for the warkers of every
country now suffering under the
yoke of military national or
other abhsolutism. This Congress,
calls upon the workers of all
these countries to join the ranks
of the class - conscious workers
of the whole world in order
jointly to fight for the defeat of
international capitalism and for
the achievement of the aims of
international Social Democracy.”
(my ltalics).

Furthermore, in the same work
‘The Right of Mations to Self -
determination’ Lenin says:

“The policy of Marx and Engels
as the lrish question serves as a
splendid example of the attitude
the proletariat of the oppressor
natlens should adopt towards
natlenal movements, an example
which has lost nene of its Immense
practical importance. [t serves
as a warning agalnst that "servile
haste® with which the philistines
of all countries, cofours and [an-
guages hurry to label as” 'utoplan’
the idea of altering the frontlers

(Continued on Page 24)
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‘Literature and Revolution’:

a reassessment

Trnt:ky's litarary eritlelsm has
undergone the same fate as
his strictly palitical writings., Buri-
ed In unmerited oblivion or obloguy
by his antagonists, it has been
turned into an object of uncritical
reverence by his adherents, Ewven
lsaac Deutscher, though not an
orthodox Trotskyist, was over-
adulatory in the chapter on Trotsky
as licerary critic In The Prophet
Unarmed.

Literature was certainly one of
Trotsky's life-long and  cencral
interests. Vvhen, in the |920s, a
Soviet literary group complained
that there were *no Soviet Belinskys'
{Belinsky was the graat Russian
critic of the mid=-nineteenth cen-
tury), Trotsky answered : If Vissarion
Belinsky could be transported alive
into our times, he would praobably
be.. 2 member of the Polit—bureau.’
It is possible that Trotsky was
thinking of himself In writing this
sentence. He undoubtedly had
some of the equipment for a "Soviet
Belinsky'-a keen sensitivity towards
literature, a Marxist awareness of
the Interrelations between litera-
ture and soclety, and a rich and
incisive prose style. But not enly
was his literary critlcism fragmen-
tary and occasional, as 3 marginal
activity engaged in during moments
of respite from his political life;
it seems to me also a blend of
brilliant and penetrating insights,
blind spots and partialities of vision,

All the more reason why an
objective and Impartial assessment
should be made of Trotsky as
literary critle, and the present
centenary would be an appropriate
octcasion. Writing In 5rl Lanka,
hewever, one cannot attempt this
in a comprehensive manner, not
having access to some of the
essential material-for instance, the
rare valumes of Trotsky's Collected
Waorks published In Moscow in
the twentles, of which two were
devoted to his writings on litera-
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ture and culture. That is why |
have confined this article for the
mest part to his book on post-
revolutionary Soviet literature-
Literature and Revolution-which
was his most sustained work of
literary criticism,

In Literature and Revolution
(1924) Trotsky was still writing
as a member of the ruling group

in the Soviet Union, and boch
non-Marxists and non-Stalinist
Marxists have been favourably

Impressed by the liberalism of
his stand on the question of party
pelicy towards literature:

The party exercises leadership
in the working class but nat over
the entire historical process. There
are some fields in which it leads
directly and imperiously. There
are other fields in which it super-
vises ..and still others where it
can only offer its co-operation,
There are finally fields where It
can only orientate itself and keep
abreast with what is going on. The
fleld of art is net one in which
the party Is called on to command.'

While this pronouncement s
still as valld as when It was made,
Trotsky's estimate of the Soviet
literature of the immediate post-
revolutionary years appears now
surprisingly wlde off the mark:
'The arts have revealed a terrible
helplessness, as they always do
at the beginning of a great epoch,’
Trotsky argued that the absorption
of energles in politlcal actlon had
spared little for the arts, and
drew an analogy with the barren-
ness of literature In the years
of the French Revolution {ananalogy
adopted also by Deutscher).

I think, on the contrary, that
in the BSoviet Unlon the Ffirst
decade after the revolution can
be seen in perspective to haye
been a brilliant peried in the
arts=certainly in literawre, also

eritles  of
these media have suggested) in the

perhaps (as qualified

theatre and pointing,  while
the cinema was about to blossom
when Tratsky wrote of the ‘help-
lassness of the arts’ (the Battle-
ship Potemkin belongs to the
next year). Trotsky's analogy
between the French and Russian
Revolutions Is misleading. The
immed|ate Impact of the Russian
Revoiution on the arts was vivifying:
the decline didn't come till the
bureaucratic regimentation of the
arts at the end of the' twenties.

Why was Trotsky so depreciating
in his view of post-reveluticnary
Soviet literature? A re-reading of
Literature and Revolution sugg-
ests that chis was due to a
combination of different factors.
However [iberal his approach to
literature may have been |In
comparison with that of his
successors of the Stalin era, his
judgments on some of the non-
Marxist  writers reflected the
limitations of a political activist
in the range of his sympathies
and responses. Hence, perhaps,
Mayakovsky's epigram on Trotsky;
adapting the Russian proverb,
Pervyi blin komom (The first
pancake is a lump), he wittily
turned it to Pervyi blin narko-
mom (The first pancake s a
peaple's ccmmlssa?, fmplylng that
even as a critic Trotsky couldn’t
help remaining a commissar,

On the other hand, Trocsky was
too good a judge of literature
not to look critically at some of
the extravagant claims made for
the pro—revolutionary writers In
his own camp. Thus, on different
grounds he tended to find both
the revolutlonary and the non-
revalutlonary artists unsatisfying,
Specifically, as | shall suggest, he
was wrong about Blok and Akhma-
toxa, he was both right and wrong
about Esenin, he was right about
Mayakovsky, and he failed to take



motice of lsaak Babel, perhaps
the finest writer of prose fiction
of the early Soviet period.

Trotsky devoted a whole chapter
of his book to Aleksandr Blok
{the only writer so honoured).
Dismissing all Blok's pre-revolu-
tionary poetry (a rejection which
is too sweeping), he hailed The
Twelve-that astonishing work wri-
tzen a few months after Ocrober,
and drawing its life from the
starmy life of the streets of post-
revolutionary Petrograd. “But none
the less,” wrate Trotsky, *The
Twelve is not a poem of the
Revolution. |t is the swan-song
of the individuallstic art that
went over to the Revelution,'

Trotsky found justification for
this view in two elements of the
poem. The killing of Katka by
Pecrukha, the Red Guard (Trotsky
said 'Yanka', but that was an
error: Yanka was the bourgecis
officer) seemed to him an act of
Iindividual hooliganism which revea-
led Blok's fajlure to understand
the sobriety and ascetic character
of the revolutlon. And of the
zpparitlon of Christ carrying a
red flag and marching ahead of
the Red Guards, which climaxes
the poem, Trotsky wrote: ‘Christ
belongs in no way tothe Revolution,
enly to Blok’s past.’

It seems to me thap time has
vindicated Blok’s poem against
Trotsky's criticisms. To Blok,
who responded enthusiastically to
October, a naive ideallsatlon of
the revolutlon was as alien as It
must be to any genuine artist.
In celebrating the herolsm and
s=lf-sacrifice of the revalution in
spite of the fact that Petrukha
eses his rifle to settle a personal
waenderra, Blok was conveying a
r=zlisation of the fact that revolu-
tions are made not by angelsor
szpermen but by human beings
with their imperfections and weak-
EESSES,

Trotsky's reaction to the Christ-
figure a2t the end of Blok's poem
reveals a similar Incomprehension.
e could see Christ only In terms
of the exploiting character of
erganised religion and of the
oppressive and reactionary political
r=le of the Russian Church. But it
= perfectly clear from Blok's poem

that he set Christ against the
Church-Christ at the head of the
Red Guards (whe don't see him
and who disown him) against the
well-fed priest of the early part
of the poem.

Perhaps today, in the light of
the theology of liberation, we can

appreclate Blok's Inslght better
than Trotsky could, But Bliok's
Christ-figure has behind him

several centurles of Christlan-and
specifically, Russian Christian-hist-
ory. Serget Hackel's recent study
of the poem has shown how
consciously Blok underlined the
fact cthat his Christ was the
Christ not of the Orthadax Church
but of many generations of Russian
heretics, dissenters and rebels,
Blok, neither Marxist nor Christian,
effecced In his poem the most
significant literary confluence in
maodern literature between the
two traditions,

In fairness € must be said that
on Blek's poem Trotsky erred In
the company of other early Soviet
critics ({e.g. Lunacharsky). Lenin
too remarked rather iranleally to
an acquaintance that he couldn't
understand the last two lines of
The Twelve (the apparltion of
Christ}. But on both critlcal
points rajsed by Trotsky Sovlet
eritlcism of the post-Stalin era
has shown a more Just appreciation
of the significance of Blok's
masterpiece. On the eve of Bloks
birth-centenary next year, The
Twelve doesn't appear the ‘swan-
song' that Trotsky took it to ba,
A comment by Sergei Hackel, who
calls it ‘the poem of the Russian
revolution’, may be contrasted
with Trocsky's analegy, in the
literary sphere, between the French
and Russian revelutions. ‘The
French revolution,” says Hackel,
‘found no comparable spokesman:
out of its throes no comparable
masterpiece was born.'

{To be concluded)
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WHICH WAY FOR THE LEFT?

(11) Gamini Yapa - Peradiga Sﬁf;ﬁga (East Wind) Group - Part 1I

Q: Unlike most other Left groups,
you once succeeded in establishing a
fairly strong base in  the WNorth,
though this support now seems io
have been heavily eroded by separa-
tist youth militants. What is your
position on ‘Tamil Eelam'?

A: Based on our acceptance by
the equality of nations, we also
accept the right of self-government
of Tamll nation, hence the right
of self-determination of Tamil,
But as Lenln taught us we are
not to support each and  every
movement for self-determination,
since some such movements will
unltimately lead to the strengthen-
ing of reaction and Imperialism.
Though we would accept the
concept of self-determination of
nations because of its democratic
character, such aslogamisinecessarily
a bourgecis one. In contrast our
slogan will be self-determination,
for the proletariat and working
masses, P

We disagree with the notlan
that there Is Sinhalese imperialism
to deal with. To say so will be
professing a wvulgar  notion  of
imperialism not a scientific one.

And as the facts stand, the
struggle for “Tamil Eelam™ will
ultimately bring abotit'Y separate
state in MNorth and East which
will be avirtual colony' of Soviet
social-imperialism. This will be a
waorse situation than what exists
now, Also it will be disastrous
to the progressive and revolutlo-
nary movemenes of Srl Lanka, On
the other Kdhd this struggle
undermines the; traditienal unity
and friendship dbetween the two
working peoples of the two
nations, who arganised themselves
together and waged democratic
and progressive struggles together
for several decades, Therefore
the demand for a Tamil Eelam,
creates disunity and division of
forces , amongst progressivg, and
revolutionary mévement as well
as  brings the-J intervention of
Soviet Union.

2

In our opinion it Is quite wrang
te sublect the Tamil pepulation
to armed suppression on this
lssue, But ar matters stand, we
hope that there should be a
compromise aud a2 friendly atmos-
phere must be brought about so
that they can give up their preseat
demand far a separate state.

The prablem of the Tamils can
be uleimately solved only in the
course of new democratic revo-
lution with the working people
becomling their own  masters
amengst both Sinhalese and Tamll
populations.

{1 You have recently published
two volumes in what is projecied
as a multi-velume seriex “A Socia-
list  Analysis  aof the Agravian
Question’. What wonld you say is
the present sitwation and prospect
Sfacing this country's  peasantry in
the confexd of the UNP government's
policies  such as  the Mahaweli
scheme?

A: The policies of the UNP
government are ledding the country
more and mereinte Indebtedness,
Hence the long term outcome of
the present development is not
beneficial to the peasantry. And
the path of agricultural develop-
ment as envisaged by the UNP

does not lead towards economic
independence but will bind us
more and more to the interna-

tional imperialistle financlal and
economic organisations and  instl-
tuclons., Although it can Increase
the production of rice and other
food items it will definitely weaken

our political and economic inda-
pendence and soveresignity.
As shown in the other parts

of the developing world, this kind
of bourgeois  development In
agriculture  will  accelerate  the
class  differentiation of the pea-
santry, being sufferings to millions
and benefits to the privileged
classes in the countryside,

Q> How would you characterize
the evalving situation in the country
as a wholz and what are the tasks of
the Lefr in this context?

{The first part
appeared in the
LG on September I5)

A: The situation In the country
Is evolving towards a foreign-
monopoly  dominated, dictational
form of political and soclal scrue-
ture asin South Korea or Talwan,
The recent trends In governmental
borrowing  fareign economle
participation and enactment of
Draconlan legislation points towards
this direction,

The left forces In the country
have mostly lest the confidence
of the masses due to their past
performance. Since  they were
not thoroughly based Marxist
parties, all the way they have
degenerated into bourgeois
parliamentarlanism, and  petty
bourgeols opportunism. The tradi-

tlonal partles through  thelr
parcicipation in  suppression of
warker's and  people’s struggles

and involvement In malfractions
and corruption while [n  power
have lost the confidence of the
masses, Meanwhlle the revolution-
arian forces have [ost it becausa
of their extremist political lines,

The task of the left forces now
seems to be serious study of first
experiences, resolute work ac
grass—root level to organise the
masses, especially the workers
peasants and lower middle class
elements and then joln hands In
the struggle apainst all forms of
foreign domination and domestic
react/an. Y¥hatever unity amongst
left forces has to be backed by
serlous political, educational and
organisational work at the mass
level.

(: What are the main obstacles
towards Left umity and especially
the reunification of the Maoist
mavepent in Sri Lanka? Now thar
5 pro-Albanfan Maoist groups gre
said (0 be converging do you stiff
fape to build wup an Independent
party of your own or io integrate
with fike-minded pro-Chinese Maoist
groups such as that of Dr. Dhar-
masekera?



A: Concerning the unity of
Left forces the main obstacles lie
inside the left parties and
organisations [tself. Thera are
ideclogical as well as historically
developed differences amongst these
parties. Even among groups with
the same ideological basis there
will be differences created in their
past relationships.

The bigger parties lack the
initiative in this respect having
lost the confidence of the smaller
ones. And also past experience
had shown clearly that in whatever
unity achieved the bigger parties
will strive to establish their own
domination which always creates
distrust ameng the partners. It
will not be possible to achleve
true and strong unity among the
Left, till such attitudes are overcome.

The antagonistio attitude shown
by these major left parties towards
the organisations professing revo-
lutionary struggle also hinders the
achievement of unity amangst
the left forces,

As regards to the Marxists—
Leninist of Sri Lanka, we believe
that a form of unity can be evalved
through closer coordination and
co—operation In ideological and
orgznisational work, Even amongst
these partles there are differences
in working styles and organisational
srocedures which have developed
Suring the past years of experience,

The pro-Albanian grolps can-
2ot be considered as Maoists since,
t5e Albanian party leaders, who
= Mao's lifetime proclaimed him
> be the greatest Marxist—
Leninist in our era, have suddenly
fend him out to be only a soclal
democrat  devoid of all  Marxist
—Leninist chinking.

At present our movement is
dso engaged In a procedure to
come to closer cooperacion wich
organisations such as Democratic
MNational Front led by Comrade
Dharmasekera, and Marxfst-
Leainist Party of Sri Lanka.

Q: One of the notable efforts of
Fomr group was in the field of
Szercture and literary criticism for
wkich end you published a bulletin
ealled “Nava Sahithys'. What do
Fom [hink of the present trends and
=50 the tasks of progressives in

the field of creative and Ifterary-
critical endeavour?

A: Though we have contributed
to literary criticlsm in the earlier
period, we must admit that ac
present our contribution is small
in this field. Regarding the present
trends, we hold that those |ed
by the magazine “Mawatha”
shows a2 healthy and creative
performance which should be
encouraged.,

But it seems to me that the
question of the actual relationship
between politics and literature Is

one of the basic issues not yet
selved, and demands a lot of
Ideclogical discussions among all

the progressive sections concerned,

Q: While you assert that the
UNP is the main foe, you alio state
that the USSR is the main external
enemy  Since the UNP is clearly
pro—-Western aren’t these z positions
contradiciory?

It is true that UNP s in
allegiance wich  the  Western
imperialisms. In the case of USSR
she has transfoermed first into a
capitallst state and then into an
Imperialist power, in fact which
is exhibited more and more by
her  economic, political and
military performance in various
regions such as Afganistan, Ethio-
pia and South East Asia. Our
two positions are contradictory
only in the sense that there are
contradictions between. Waestern
imperiallsm and Soclal-Imperialism,

Q) Several Maoist groups which
were formally pro-Chinese, have
become quite critical of China's
foreign pelicy in the post-Mao-
period and even during the last
stages of his life-during which they
say, opporlunist  deviations ook
place. They have also gradually
dropped the term Mao  Tre-Tung
thought. (For rg. Shan's CCP,
MNava Lanka CP ete). What are
Your conmments on this phenomenon?

A: Though there are allegations
about so—called “recent opportunist
deviations” in China's foreign
polley, we can only observe |ts
long time evolution based on the
sclentific  analysis of the actual
international situation by Chajrman
Mao. To understand Chinese
policy It needs one to examine
processes such as, the transforma-

tion of the Socialist Saviet Union
inte 2 capltalist and then to an
imperialist state, the evolution
of Soviet foreign policy Into a
hegemonistic policy seeking global
economical, political and military
domination, the decline of the
other superpower, the US mainly
due to the struggle of the people
of the world during the 50's and
60's, the emergence of the
developing countries as a collective
force in International politics etc.
Of course there are always his
Interpretation of Chinese policy
by those people who make the
worst mistake in our times by
taking Sovier Union as a Soclalist
community, more a community
rigourously exporting socialism to
other communities,

We must mention here that
there is a tendency In international
politics where the two superpowers
US and Soviet Union and colly-
ding to atrack and destroy forces.
{even important individuals) which
are friendly towards China. This
was clearly revealed in the case
of Ali Bhutto in Pakistan, and
the Vietnamese invasion of Kam-
puchea. Mnother aspect of this
feudening Is the commivance and
assistance accorded to the Soviet
hocked forces by US imperialism
In the suppressing of pro-Chinese
and Marxist-Leninist forces where-
ever passibla,

In spite of the inseparation of

China's  present foreign  and
domestic  policies as  bending
towards capitalism we hold that

there is an actual strengthening
of the sociallst system there and
the new measures of modernisation
and change keeps with the spirit
and essence of Mao's thoughts.
It Is quite possible that to our
Soclalists who for along time had
anciclpated socialism as a systam
of  beavraucratic manoevering
delivering, socialism to the pecple,
it is difficult to understand and
grasp the enriching experiences
of socialist democracy and socialist
ideology in China,

The progress of international
events has proved and is proving
daily the correctness of the analysis
of the Chinese. And we must
note that whatever step China
takes [n respect to international
matters she does so in an open
manner,
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The Doubitful ...

(Continued from Page 10}

between human rights and stability,
but between the client's interests
and the patron's, In short, at
a critfcal point frequently unfor-
seen (and this is the real challenge
for  the decision-makers in
Washington) the ocnce indispen-
sable dictator becomes not merely
expendable but a pressing danger
Two events dramatised the US
dilemma. The US Ambassador in
Seoul was recalled as Washington
began to presuade Park to
“eompromise’ But Park, in power
I8 years, was In no mind to
oblige. The very next week,
Defence Secretary Brown was in
Secul assuring South Koreans that
US security interests will be
safeguarded as strongly as before.

In such a situation the -only
available option is to find a
‘compromise candidate’ who will
“liberalise™ in a way acceptable
to the opposition and thus ‘concain’
the situation. in lran, it was
tried but too late; in Micaragua,
the same exercise failed again.
In El Salvador, right now, the
dictator has fled and 2 ‘new look’
LIJnta ready to ‘“liberalise”™ has
een put In place,

Park has gone. In the idiem
of the Yietnam era, the dominos
fall, the models collapse. Who
next! Marcos and his ‘New
Society'? a

Empiricism ....

(Continued from Page £8)

of states that were established
by the violence and privileges of
the landlords and bourgecisie of
one national

If the Irish and English prole-
tarlat had not accepted Marx's
policy and had not made the
secession of Ireland their slogan,
this would have been the worst
sort of opportunism, a neglect of
their duties as democrats  and
socialists, and a2 concession to
English reaction and the English
bourgeoisie...."

24

| assure Jothlkumar and his
literary  colleagues  that  the
quotation is not edited.

(The Chintaka-Jothikumar de-
bate is closed —ED.}

Letters . ..

(Continited from Page 2)

Rejoinder to G.G.

“If one wants to clarify a matter,
one does not go to an Interested
party” says Mr. Ponnambalam,
in his letter to the Editor, published
in the October Ist issue of this
journal,

In his earlier letter on the same
topic published in the July [5th
|ssue, the same Mr., Ponnambalam
says: ‘'l challenge Dissanalke to
prove it by asking the Police, who
were present at all our meetings,™

So, rtaking these two statements
together, one can logically deduce
that in Mr. P's opinion the Police,
unlike the TULF fall inte the
category of a disinterested party.

I, for my part. have nothing
further to say to any person who
thinks that the Pollce are a
disinterested party to any dispute
that involves the elected represen-
tatives of the Tamil people—the
TULF-and its leadership. FPolice
statements at the Sansoni Commis-
sion sittings reveal clearly just how
‘disinterested’ are their views on
Mr. & Mrs. Amirthalingam.

lt strikes as particularly irenic
that Mr. G. G. Ponnabalam lr.,
practising the same profession as
his distinguished father should
tecommend to me the Police as
the most reliable source when the
highly successful career of G.G,
Ponnabalam Snr. was largely buile
on proyving the exact opposlite,

Gamini Dissanaike
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