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“A” LEVEL
Current Affairs

(Mark your own script)
* Do you predict a re-shuffle after Galle ? (10 marks)
* What are the chances of an election in 1980 ? (I5)
. What is the significance of the UNP-SLFP coalition move ? (I5)
* Why did Anura praise Prema? (3)
® Is it Wriggin's Dilemma or Howard’s End? (2)
* Will lt}“;;é. TULF join a National Government (l0)
* What do you think the LSSP is up to? (5)
# Is Anil GBS but not KGB? (2)
# [s the LSSP-CP front defunct? (10)
# Has the 5 party bloc become Rohana Vs the Rest? (5)
# Is politics getting dharmysterébus? (20)

(Marks can be adjusted at Malay St. for 2 modest fee)

ALSO A. j.r_W’ilsdn Tamil awakenlng
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Paople like you are the
shareholders of Chemanex,

the first People’s Company.
Chemanex represents a bold
attempt to mobilise the savings
of the people and channsl them
into productive effort.

Cur company is made up of
small shareholdings held by the
ordinary people of Sri Lanka.
It is the small individua|
contribution that makes
Chemanex, with no individual
or family controlling more than
5% of our'shares.

We represent the desire of
millions of people like you to
contribute to the Nation's
progress by participating

in business, in research and in
development.

Chemanex the spearhead
for development




Mathew Magic

“Some of my best friends are
Jews" (Or Negroes) is the
standard answer of a WASP
gccused  of ant/-Semitism  or
colour prejudice. Industries Minis-
ter Cyril Mathew charged with
anti-Tamil sentiment went one
better. His top adviser on
running his Corporation Empire,
he said, was a Tamil, adding
that he was not anti-Tamil,
only anti-Eelam and anti-Tiger.
But he did receive a surprising
cheer from the ranks of TULF
Tuscany when Opposition leader,
Amirthalingam no less, congratu-
lated him for the way he ran
the - corporations. The budget
debate saw many such compliments
from unexpected quarters. Anura
praised Premier Premadosa and
so did the TULF's Navaratnam.

Asia Foundation

When is the ‘new look" Peace
Corps, as the CDN called it
returning to :heseshér:s!ﬂfﬂmugh

¥

the Peace Corps is an institution
sponsored by the US government,
some highly placed US diplomats
in this part of the world frown
on this organisation regarding
it as a globe-trotters' club for
do-gooders.  On
the other hand, Asla Foundation,
g non-government agency which

post-juyvenile

was also expelled by the Bandara-
naike regime, may return with
full blessings from Washington.
When Asia  Foundation
Hayden Williams
which

boss
was fere his
visit included meetings
with many Sri Lankan VVIP's

was warmly patronised.

Galle Pickle

With the all-powerful UNP
fielding a non-UNP'er, the SLFP
divided and undecided to the
end, and the LSSP putting forward
a non-LSSP'er and  ex—[VP'er
agaginst a [¥YP which was its
erstwhile “ally” In the short-
lived 5 party bloc, what a pickle
Galle turned out to be,

Though the UNP  obyiously
recognised this battle a5 a
critical test of the government's
prestige, the only questions which
appear 'te attract the dnxjous
preoccupation of the four compe-
ting paorties are: (a) how big

will be the gap between the
UNP and SLFP vote and (b)
who will come 3rd, the LSSP
or [YP?

Politics And TUs

President Jayewardene's stern
warning to the UNP unions is
o dramatic reminder that the
interests of a union often clash
with the interests of the party
to which it is affiliated, The
same lesson was underscored by
the CWC's General Secretary
Mr. Sellasamy. Though his boss,
Mr. Thondaman, is a Cabinet
Minister, the CWC addressed a
strongly worded letter to President
Jayewardene requesting an imme-
digte inquiry into thuggery and
strong-arm tactics against planta-
tion workers in state-controlled
estates. Mr. Sellasomy talks
about the ways some managers
are trying to force trade unionists
[nte submission through organised
assaults, A bold front page
story headlined in blood red in
the current issue of COMNGRESS
NEWS says that gun-toting
thugs masquerading as security
guards are running amok. This
confirms the L.G. report ‘‘Note-
worthy Funeral" In ocur Dec, Ist
issye,

Tmslws
LETTERS

Double VV

Old soldiers never die—so
our own irrepressible and un-
predictable General De Galle
rides again! ;

The British said of Churchill
during World War 2, “Winston
spells with a double VV.
A double sign of Victory.”
Is ic ditto for "W'" of Galle?

H. E. R. Abayasekera

Not of CMU

| refer to the article that
appeared in “Lanka Guardian"
issue Mo: |14 of |5th November
1979, under the caption “Socia-
lists and the Tamil issue”,
wherein vou have referred to
me as “CMU Assistant Secretary
Upali Cooray".

This is incorrect. | am the
Assistant Secretary of the
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Revolutionary Marxist Party
and not of the CMU. [ shall
thank you to publish a correction

accordingly.
Upali Cooray

Galle by-election

The much-talked of and
much-expected "5 party united
front'”, has, for all intents
and purposes, fallen apart soon
after its formation-z bit too
soon | must say. The simple-
tons, Utopians and non-partisan
“leftists of the middleclass
(l.e. the petit-bourgoisie} had
pinned a lot of hope on this

seemingly favourable unity of
the left.

And what was the cause of
the bust-up? A by-election!
This only shows how utterly
parliament orientated  the
“Marnists'’ of these partiss are.
Instead of organising the masses,
rousing them and leading them
in country-wide aglitations for

their immediate demands, they

form wunited freonts for the
sole  purpose of contesting
elections! The entire thinking

processes of these parties are
expended in planning for and
contesting elections, (including
This
sole preoccupation with parlia-

formation of fronts!).

mentary politics, however, does
not prevent them from harangu-
ing about revolution, Excuses
justifications
arguments
advanced to defend the parlia-
mentary line. But a

are given, mada

and theoretical

mere
by-election is enough to make
enemies of the one-time united

front members.

The only hope for the left
lies in its abilicy to lifc itself
fram the quagmire of parliamen-
try politics.  Parliament, |Is
indeed, the opium of Ceylon's

left.

Hatton DPr.M.5.Thambirajah
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Grand alliance, grander

design

fe story of a major Cabinet
l re-shuffle is still in the air

aichough the state controlled
m=dia maintains a discreetly
szudied silence. But the more
estarprising  columnists of the

“Sun' group (“Cabinet re-shuffle
— Columnists collide', LG Nov,
i=z) have pressed on with their
=teresting behind-the-scenes
==ports and speculative commen-
taries. The party newspapers
S=v= carried the story much
forther. The LSSP's "JANADINA®
aad the CP's “ATHTHAY have
s=d front page items on top-level
UNP-SLFP discussions aimed ata

sew coalition of the country's
TWD major parties.
The SLFP's  “NATION" gave

£8= stary a bolder (and more
Sco=ful) twist and  headlined ics
sccount Y'GENERAL  ELECTION
NEXT YEAR! UNP  CIRCLES
FREDICT MARCH POLLSY.

The “Nation" builds the story
o= the resignation of a senlor
Hinister (MDH), the "first signs
=f dissension within the Cabjpet,™
222 the conviction af the UNP's
a=visers that the government
S2= become so “‘unpopular” that
= “will not have any chance of
sianing, if elections are held, as
seReduled in [983",

nzo the thick of this political
£ossip (sometimes, highly inspired,
=== suspects), wild conjecture
a=< serious speculation has been
=wrown another confusing item
— UNF leaders have been havin
secret talks with the top LES%’
il “Absolute nonsense” snapped

NEWS
“BACKGROUN

by Mervyn de Silva

a LSSP politburo member when

asked for his comments.
Anura's asides

IN A WRAP-UP survey of the
month's developments, the WEEK-
END's  paolitical commentator
MIGARA made a pointed reference
to Anura Bandaranaike's contri-
bution to the budget debate.
The young SLFP'er made news
(and raised some parliamentary
eyebrows) by commending the
hard-working  Prime  Minister.
The long-standing and  often
bitter feud between them is
public knowledge. Anura himself
alluded to their fights in the
M5A and courtroom, and outside.

The Leftwing press which has
no lave for Anura has always
hinted that the young Bandara-
naike would get a bigger battering
from Mr. Premadasa, easily the
most merciless of parliamentary
wits, if2nd MP for MNuwara Eliya
did not have a sympathetic
“guardian®™ higher-up. Anura has
had to stand wp in the past to
some wild heckling from UNP
backbenchers. So he seemed
happily surprised that he was no
longer their special target and
the House itself was much quieter.
Instructions from the top? Anura's
suggestive Inquiry only drew a
snappy retort frem Mr. Speaker:
“I take instructions from the
House and nobody else.”

The relevance of Anura's
remarks to this discussion is that
he has had a personal dialegue
Eoing with the UNP ever since
the Kalawewa brouhaha when
he sought (unsuccessfully) party
nemination on the ground cthat
the UMNP High Command had
promised not to fleld a UNP
man against him. While young
UNP'ers say jokingly that he is
the “best UNP'er In the SLFP",
Anura has never been averse to
SLEP-UNP cooperation,

Anura Bardaranaile

Another piece of the
was Premier Premadasa's
exchange with the TULF. While
Mr. V. N. Navaratnam showered
ﬁraise on the PM Mr. Premadasa
imself addressed a eryptic remark
to the TULF leader about getting
together soon.

jigsaw
oW

Grand alliance

AT A PRESS conference held
on the eve of the 977 polls, a
foreign correspondant asked the
UNP  leader: “lt js said that
depending on the results you
may form a grand alliance... what
exactly do you mean by a grand
alliance?"’ Turning on the sweetly
inscrutable smile he reserves for
such occasions, IR replied: “A
grand alliance,...."" !

Schocled for so long In parlia-
mentary politics and fully con-

scicus of the ‘pendulum effect’
which has characterised Sri Lanka's
own electoral experience, IR a
master himself in  oppositional
tactics, has always revealed a
special fascination for the idea

of a grand alliance ora ‘national
government'. Deep down, it is
nourished by the maturity of a
politician who has grasped the
essentlal difference between the
party Interest and the interests
of the system (Marxists would
call it ‘class') and knows that
the demands of the latter must
transcend the claims of the former
whenever the stability (a key
word in the IR lexicon) of the
system was In peril,

In 1965, UNP did form a self-
styled national government buc
Its credibility was never high
because the major oppaosicion party
(SLFP) and the traditional Left
were not constituent members,

In 1970 and more so after the
1971 Insurrection, JR vigorously
canvassed the same fdea though
this time the move would have
to be in reverse, The UNP would
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have to enter the U. F, This
was the beginning of the acrj-
meonious JR-Dudley debate, which
nearly led to some dubious stra-
tegems to have him expelled
from a party he had served with
a more unwavering loyalty than
some others who shared in good
times the fruits of IR's labours
in adversity. What is often for-
gotten is that there was no basic
dispute between the UNP duo.
What was the problem?

Leftward lurch?

THE UMNP was disturbed by
what it saw as the dangerous
lefoward lurch of the UF's policies.
The UF had 90 SLFP'ers while
the combined Left could count
on only 25 wotes. Yet the
qualitative  balance  seemed to
support a near-dominance of *‘lef-
tist ideas". By virtue of thalr
intellectual weight, argumentative
skill, organisational muscle, their
hold  en impertant levers of
government (finance, plantations,
transport} and the support they
received from left-leaning minis-
ters of the SLFP (Industries, Trade),
the Marxists were dragging the

SLFP, the government and the
country leftward. In order to
correct this ominous imbalance,

the UNP should go in and prop
up the SLFP, especially the “pure™
SLFP.

Dudley sensed the danger and
agreed with the analysis buc
would 30 UNP'ers suffice! The

UNF would be swamped; it would
lose its identity, and there would
be no “democratic’ alternative
to the SLFP at the next polls,
There the internal UMNP debate
ceased and with Dudley's death
the tactic too died a natural
death,

What is most significant in
today's context is that Mrs,
Bandaranaike achieved in her own
time and in her own fashion
what the UNP had perceived as
its historic duty of saving demo-
cracy from the Marxists. The
ease with which she booted out
the LSSP in 1975 proves con-
vincingly that far from being a
prisoner of Machiavellian Marxists,
she had been using them for her
own political purposes.  When
their potential was exhausted and

4

her own purposes changed, she
dumped them unceremoniously.

Subsequent evidence from both
sides shows that Mrs. B. knew
what she was doing from the

start — from the wvery act of
distributing portfelios, retaining
the strategic Planning and Eco-
nomic Affairs ministry etc. (The
LSSP claims that she even reneged
on pre-election promises about
portfolios.)

L55P exit

THE sacking of the LSSP was
SLFP's compulsive response to
the pressures of both [nternal
and external factors. First, the
selsmic shock of 197]. Secondly,
the maturation of a nascent bour-
geoisie (some SLFP  radicals of a
pro-Peking persuasion still refar
to it as ''the progressive national
bourgeoisie) which  had  been
nurtured by the SLFP's post-1980
policies of Impart substitucin
and had flourished through party/
State patronage. Prominent in
this class. were those SLFP mud-
alalis, the financial backers of
the party, those self-same mud-
alalis much maligned and murdero-
usly threatened by UNP leaders
on election platform. This poten-
tial class, as Samir Amin descri-
bes it had arrived. With its
growth as an authentic bour-
geoisie, Its interests and outlook
hand changed, its progressive phase
ended, It looked forward to the
next stage of foreign collaboration
and overseas markets for ‘new’
exports. The srage therefore was
being set for the [MF-oriented
policles  (export platforms etc)
which the UNP was historically
ordained to pursue,

External pressure

THE OIL CRISIS and the post-
1973 pressures on our payments
situation had forced the UF not
only to court West Germany and

Japan but to search for new
sources of aid in the oil-rich
Arab countries and Iran. Before

M. M.'s last budget, Mrs. B had
returned fron Bonn to announce
to the SLFP “no more nation-
alisation."

With the LSSP gone, FDB, the
new Finance Minister was draf-
ting the Foreign Investment
Guarantee Law, an idea reinforcad

Mrs, Bandaranaike

and refined by the UNP to adorn
Sri  Lanka's new consticution.
Dr. Seevali Ratwatce, then Dire-
ctor General of Export Promo-

tion, was working on the blue-
print of the FTZ. A rearguard
action by the “Left” in the

SLFP-CP coazlition helped by the
masterly diatribes on the muda-

lalis and the multinationals by
the SLFP rebel and Opposition
‘loner' , Mr. Ronnie de Mel

(now the UMNP's Finance Minister)
together with Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
preoccupation with the upcoming
5th Summit stalled these moves.
And after the Summit, it was
time to prepars for elections,

Continuity

A PRE-ELECTION social event
produced a remarkable coincidence
which illustrates well the fact of
continuity rather cthan disconti-
nuity between the SLFP's lastc
years and the UNP's first phase.
The island's only genuine multi-
nationalist Mr . Upall Wijewardena
(first cousin of the UNP leader)

was appointed the FTZ's czar.
His deputy was the one-time
SLFP Export Promotion boss,

Dr. Seevall Ratwatte, brother of
Mrs. Bandaranaike and Mr. Wije-
wardena's father—in-law. In cen-
turies past, marriages of that
kind ended wars between natlons.
(Or started them).

As for all those blood-curdling
threats against the SLFP’s financial
backers, where have all the
mudalalis gone! To the FTZ? The
ostentatious scions of what the
UNP  propagandists called the
SLFP's “new class’" have become
ready converts to the new-look,
Singapore-style economic policy,
Through  membership in inter-
looking directorates and matrimoni-



al links, they have joined a growing
entrepreneurial and trading group
that represents the confluence of
old and new wealth,

Objective basis
IM SHORT, there is an objective

basis for a grand allianece, And
broadly speaking it is in accord
with IR's conception of national

interest and need, and his vision
of his own historical role, His
reaction to the polls result was
touched by a revealing paradox.
Mo party leader could have dreamt
of so spectacular 2 victory and
JR, exulting in his triumph, mustc
have appreciated the benignity
of a fate that had crowned his
long career with such glory. Yer,
he was sufficiently sagacious to
admit toa foreign correspondent
that he was “worried”” by the
magnitude of the UNP victory
and the catastrophe which had
overcome fts traditional opponents.
The SLFP had been reduced to
a humble 8 and the Left had been
annihilated. Would the UNP
vietory, by its own staggering
scale, endanger the UNP's future
and what is more imperil the
stability of the system?

JR's vision
IT WAS a disturbing element of

another kind. It was the one
factor which ecould not be
accommodated In  JR's  grand
Gaullist vision of his historical

role as the party politician who
was destined to place himself
above party politics; the statesman-
in-the-making; the symbol of the
nation, perhaps the State itself.
Such missions need a mystique,
For de Gaulle it was the
restoration of France's vanished
glory. Drawing from an Asian
heritage, IR spoke of dharmista.
Between Bonaparte and de Gaulle
Asoka and  Dharmasoka, ‘'JR
Thought” wrestled with the great
imponderable of political philosophy
and action, the perennial prabrem
of Might and Right,
reconcile what s
irrecencilable, the exacting and
nzrsh demands of power with
the ideals of good governments.
A3 Sri Lanka's own Professor S. ).
Thambiah phrasedit ina celebrated
stucy, Dharma Raja and Raja Dharma.

Sut all this in  the rarified
reslms of personal vision, The

trying to
possibly

Presidemt SJayewardere

realist, tough-minded politician,
unable to reverse an election
result te his convenience, proceeded
to take some practical, prelimi-
nary steps. It is no secrec that
UNP emissaries made contact with
the SLFP leadership to explore
SLFP participation in the July 1977
government. It recent reports,
the Leftwing press has been full
of fresh details of these discussions.
There were some SLFP'ers, includ-
Ing certain key member of the
Bandaranalke family who were ready

to respond to the offer, Others
in equally influential positions,
rejected the offer. Mrs, B. deci-

ded to sit it out and bide her time.
From July 1977 to NM's funeral,

JR has also tried te maincain
cordial relations with the LSSP.
Long association and clivilised

decencies do not wholly account
for this attitude, Shut out from
the parliamentary process, the
LS5P  could be tempted into
‘extremist’ or ‘extra—parliamentary’
activity which may be a de-
stabilising factor, especially in a

field to which IR has attached
great Importance, the trade
unlons.

Mew structures

MEANWHILE the architect began
to build, brick by brick, the
edifice of power. (a) an omnipo-
tent executive presidency (b) a
presidency that will outlast “the
1983 elections and will therefore
allow the president to choose
his premier and cabinet (c) no
parliamentary defections, no by-
elections (d) a formal shuffling
off his party position by making
Mr. Panditarathe UNP chairman

(e) the PR system which in effact
loads the pendulum after its lasc
pro-UNP swing so that the next
oscillation will deny any party
2{3rds majority (f) a corpus of
new laws which were in part
pre—emptive strikes on potential
sources of trouble, the unlons,
universities ect (g) th= Tiger law
which can be used against any
other  organisation, (h) the
residential commission which can
raad to the political immobilisa-
tion of those who abused power
under the previous regime.

But this is only a structure,
constitutional and legal. Icis only
the form. The content must

come from the realities of politics,
the substance of power. The
structure can be sustained only
by power-relationships, by new
alignments and re-groupings of
organisations in which political
power resides, the collaboration
or- co-optation of important
personalities who also carry pali-
tical influence.

Mr. Thondaman was won over

and with him, one presumes,
majority support among planta-
tion labour. Yet, the TULF-

CWC link, though now severed,
was always a tenuous one. Mr,
Rajadural was also given a place
in the cabinet to substantiate the
government's claim that the E.P.
did not support the TULF and
Eelam, and to implement the
government's strategy of physically
isolating ‘eelamism’ to the north.
Then the emergency and the
crackdown, and the offar of
decentralisation and district deye-
lopment. Stick and carrot,

The TULF leadership, mainly
middle~class professionals, contains
many conservative elemants that
would support a rapprochement
with the UNP, its partner In
the [|965 ‘Mational government’,
But if a party splic is to be
avoided the actual terms thac
the UNP offers the TULF, on the
basis say of the Tennekoon
Commissien  report, must be
sufficiently substancial and attrac-
tive in the eyes of the majority
in the north. Only then can the
TULF ‘'sell' the deal to Its
peninsular constituency which it
swept at the polls on the single
strident cry of Eelam. The terms
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can be then justified as an
‘interim setllement’ in a step-by-
step solution. On the other hand,
no TULF leader will leave himself
open to the charge of a ‘sell-
out’. |nsuch an event, the more
radical wing, supported by the
youth, will gain the upper hand.
Though the parallel cannot be
pressed too hard, the Camp
David Accords only led to Egypt's
isolation, and the greater unity
and radicalisation of both Arab
and Palestinlan opinion,

Besides the political and
psychological constraints of the
Eclam mandate (il.e. the TULF
electoral base) the TULF learnt
a lesson from the [9&5-70
experience of participation. In
the face of Opposition pressure
(mainly SLFP) and the ‘Dudleyge
badey, masalavadai' propaganda
barrage, the UNP never honoured
Its pledges to the FP.

Many TULF members were not
merely disappointed but dismayed
by the SLFP refusal te nominate
a person to the Tennekoon
Commission. Some of them had
honestly believed that the SLFP
had made such a commitment and
ex-Speaker Tillekerane weould be
the SLFP nominee, For obvious
reasons, the TULF does not want
to be caught in an intra—Sinhala
UMNP-SLFP crossfire,

In any equation therefore the
SLFP is a key factor.

Meanwhile the leftwing press
had introduced a new figure into
the ongoing discussion. Though

no names were mentioned, the
hints in the L5S5P's JAMNADINA
were so strong that no reader

had any doubt that the accusing
finger was pointed at US Ambassa-
dor Howard VWriggins. The papers
alleged that the U5 envoy had
done his best to persuade top
UNP'ers not to intitate any charges
against Mrs.B because her elimina-
tion from the political scene even

for a few years will endanger
the democratic system.
The allegations gained wide

currency for two reasons,

Firstly, the reports were not
denied.  Secondly, Ambassador

[

Wriggins is no eordinary envoy.
The author of “Ceylon, Dilemmas
of a MNew Matlon” (I1960) he
counts most of Srl Lanka's leading
politicians as his personal friends,
and his knowledge of the intricacies
of our politics is highly regarded.

Besides, he is known as ‘Zblg’s
boy', a nominee of Zbigniew
Breezinski, President Carter’s
national security adyiser. As head

of Columbia's South Asians studies
department, Dr. Wriggins and
Breezinski belong te the charmed
circle. Wriggins returns to Colum-
bia next month.

Whether Ambassador YWriggins
was a mere victim of Leftwing
propaganda or not, the same
line of argument surfaced In an
interesting article writren by the
well-informed Colombe correspon-
dent of the Far Eastern Economic
Review (Sept.28). He said that
a section of the government which
is watching the move towards
Left unity believes it would be
better “to ensure that Mrs.B.
continues'” as SLFP leader. Wicthin
the SLFP, he added, there is a
growing tendency not to accept
the Bandaranaike word as gospel,
Since the UNP may think that
her continued presence would
be a deterrent to a united Left
forging a united front with the
SLFP, “‘the situation could lead
to some soft—pedalling of charges
against her™,

A grand alllance, says MIGARA,
could ‘‘chart a common course
in the fucherance of democracy’.
Both the style and the sublime
sentimentare such that the sentence
may have come from one of JR's
prize-—da)r perorations,

But the SLEP, despite some
eager aspirants, resort to Dudley's
old argument against a grand
cozlition. WWhat can be done with
8 MP's in a front of 1507 The
SLFP would lose its identicy.

But the SLFP has its own sericus
problems. (a) The internal prob-
lem of party re-organisation and
democratisation. Debates on this
have led to squabbles at the
leadership level which have now
seeped down to the rank-and-file.
Arguments about the appointment
of district erganisers, nominations
for Galle (the SLFP 'team' from

- ‘DINAKARA" paid

Colombo was actually gheraoed
by blue-shirts) bomb blasts in
the. trade union office and the
long delay in holding a congress
are the plainest signs that things
have not settled down. Monathe-
less it Is clear that Mrs.B. is
still the commanding personality
although a triumvirate of Mrs.B.,
Maitripala and TBI, controls PB
decisions. (b} thes damoclean
sword hanging over the SLFP
leaders. |If the Commission makes
adverse findings parliament could
impose civic disabilities.  After
Felix who! Would it be MrsB.
or some other SLFP stalwarg?

The commentaries in both the
lefewing press and the ‘SUN'
group gave prominence to this
unaswerred question.

MIGARA (WEEKEMND) took note
of the fact that the SLFP daily
no attention
to FDB's statements before the
Presidential Commission, After a
byzantine in-fight FDB did succeed
in having himself nominated Dompe
arganiser but his future rele in

the SLFP is in the lap of the
gods, and Mrs.B.
Behind all this is the shared

view (alchough not publicly stated
by UMNP'ers) that the UNP's
popularity curve is downward
while the SLFP's, by the conventio-
nal wisdom of the parliamentary
game, Is rising.

This situacion
framework far a
between S5ri Lanka's two most
powerful personalities — pressure
and counter—pressure, accommaoda-
tion and confrontation, blufi and
blandishment, with both bearing
in mind the situation In their
own parties (the challenges within)
and the situation outside. Both
working in 1980, keeping a vigilant
eye on |983-4.

In an effort obviously
some meat into their story the
'SUN' produced a prominently
displayed item on “IR=Sirima
talks'. Actually, it was no secret
meeting but a formal discussicn
with SLFP members about rural
elections, The SLFP senta’correc-
tion' which was published In
the MATION since the SUN itsalf
had chosen not to print the
correction.

provides the
battle of wits

to put



CPSL

Radicals in command?

he CPSL's present tactics and

strategy, the result of an ex-
Baustive self-cricical assessment
of the party’s post—war ex-
serience and parliamentary per-
formance, have been outlined In
4_Part series of analytical essays
published in the weekly edition
of the ATHTHA. The author is
Jzyatilleke Silva, widely regarded
now as CPSl's top theoretican.

The main conclusion is that
the policy of political, programmatic
and governmental alliances with
the SLFP was a "Right opportu-
mistic error."

time this alliznce
1968 the author
srgues It was becoming evident
that the " natlonal" bourgeoisie
which the SLFP represented, was
linking up with imperialism while
Beaping burdens on the masses,
The world capitalistic crisis of
the 1970's accentuaced this pro-
c=ss and the Sri Lankan ' national !
Sourgeoisie, (which unlike the In-
dian bourgeoisie, is economically
w=ak and therefore non - autono-
mous ) became a pro-—imperialist
Bourgepisle, Thus there s no
longer a progressive , section of

Even at a
was forged in

the local bourgeoisie for the
feft to ally itself with, and,
znce the [ocal bourgeoisie js
sromoting dependant  capitalist

cevelopment, the anti—Imperialist
t2sks at present, Intertwined with
the anti-capltalistic casks.

Since the party is agreed that
anci— Imperialist  tasks are
mow intertwined with the socja-
S5t ones, it proceeds to assert
thzt the only form of state that
== szccomplish these tasks is one
= which the working class plays
8= leading role. Though Jayathilaka
Siw2"s article states the need for

the

Soczalist development and the
potitical report’ of the CPSL%
¥outh League Federation's 8th

e=ogress (held recently In Galle)
&8s for = government committed
= socialist policies, the CPSL's
Eeermal balletins and other docu-
ments still contain a2 somewhat

ambiguous formulation according to
which the present ‘stage of the
revolution® is a transitional one,
from the ' national democratic’ to
the ‘socialist’. As for the form
of state which should be fought
for, it would include sacial classes

other than the working class
(under the latter’s [eadership)
but would not encompass any

section of the bourgeoisie. This
state h3s not been categorised
either as a ° proletarian dictator-
ship or a 'national democratic
state’ but is understood as 3
modified form of the latter.

As for the political (distinct
from the theorstical) aspect of
the CPSL's self -criticism, It says
the Right opportunist deviation in
the party was evident even in
the line of the 7th congress In
1964 since It had an incorrect
assesment of the role of the
ULF. In aeontext when It should
have advocated the leading role
for the Left, it instead envisaged
only a leading role for the Left.
In the debate on the salf-criti-
cism, sections of the party's old
leadership held the view that
the CPSL's error resided In the
acceptance of Ministerial portfolios
in 1970, by party front—rankers
instead of juniors. Still other
members of the leadarship Iden-
tified the error as the acceptance
of any Ministerial post by the CPSL
as a whole. Rejecting these two
positions, the maore militant line
eventually prevailed, namely that
the chief error resided in the
very formation of a political
alliance wich the SLFP in che 1960°s.
The aseendent radicals are now
geing much further and seem to
be gaining tentative acceptance of
their view thar CPSL's right
opportunist view dates back o
1950°s, specifically from the 1953
Hartal. Jayarilake Silva's  series
states at one point that parllamen-
tary epportunism within the left
encoempasses the post - 1948 period.
This poses another problem
which is whether or not the
party has abandoned the positions
adopted by the famous 4th con-

A =mriolbL] g,l.l.‘.’l-;
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gressin Matara [950 which provided
a framework for CPSL strategic
poelicy concerning the ‘national’
bourgeeisie. It is unclear whether
the 1950 theses ars considered
incorrect or marely outdated and
whether they should be aban-
doned or modified. The parcy's
attitude to the hard anti-capi-
talist line of the 948 3rd con-
gress at Atureliya also remains
ambiguous,

The critical attitude to the
SLFP and the national bourgeci-
sie originates in the post-[97]
period and was part of the think-
ing so=called hardline in the [972
split. Obscured for several years,
this critical viewpoint re—emer-
ged in the post '77 run-up to
the [lth CPSL congress. The
anticapitalistic  posicion is very
visible in the Political Report
adopted by the CP5L Youth
League Federation's Bth congress
held a few months back in Galle.
However, it is Jayathilaka Silva's
series In the ‘Aththa’ which ar-
ticulates most clearly this anti-
SLFP line. The radical reinter-
pretation and rescrutiny of the
party’s history, together with the
new anticapitalist position, [s ex-

pected to recieve the stamp of
orthodoxy at the CPSL's [2th
congress  scheduled  tentatively
for March 1980.

A problem area In the CPSL's
new analysis of the SLFP concerns
the subject of the anti-family
dissident group wicthin the SLFP.
The CPSL seems to identify thls
group as represanting the inte-
rests of the ‘middle’ and petey
bourgeoisia who haye a contra-
diction with the proimperialist,
antidemocratic  big  bourgeoisie
which is best represented within
the SLFP by the present Bandara-
naike leadership. Fermulations are
ambiguous on this question, and
attitudes are provisional.

The CPSL’s antagonism towards
the SLFP leadership has an ad-
ded dimension—cthat of forelgn

(Continned on Pags §)



LSSP

The Anil

fter Galle, the LS5P-CP Uni-
ted Front will be dead.Only
the obituary may take some time,

Since MNM's funeral, the LSSP
CC has been discussing the pre-
sent political situation and the
party's future tactics. The seri-
ousness of the LSSP's Inner party
debate can be seen from the
fact that it iavited pon-C.C,
members to address the C.C. Al-
ready the UF had shown some
growing stresses. The CP seemed
to be as, {or morel) interestad
in itz relations with the se—call-
ed 'Mew Left', the IVP, NLSSP
and RMP, as in its partnership
with the LSS5P, This angered
the LSSP which still regards it-
self as the major Left parey.
These emerging tensions helped
to surface old ideological and
internationalist anti-CP sentimen-
ts in a party that was once
openly and proudly Trotskyist and
anti-5talinist, anti-Soviet,

When the JVP decided unilat-
erally to field s candidate for
Galle and the LSSP replied in
kind, without Informing its UF
partner, the CP in turn decided
to remajn  neutral in order to

place the interests of a broad
left front before bilateral rela-
tions.

The Trotskyist revival colncid-
ed with the Trotsky centenary.
The below-the surface anti-Soviet
feeling of these lapsed Trotsky-
ists is also identified with the
party's parliamentarists or local
Eure-Communists. (The L.G. in
one of its earller issues pubiish-
ed a very informative Interview
en Euro-Communism with Leslie
Goonewardena, one of the L5SP's
top trio).

The debate brought to the
forefront Anil Moonesinghe, Minis-
ter of Communications In the
SLFP-LSSP 1963 coalition. He js
noy KGB (Kandyan Goigama Bud-
dhist) but he is G B.S. (Goigama
Buddhist Sinhala). Together with
this basic asset, he is a young,
educated politician of agreeable
manners and organisational ablli-

4

factor

ties. As such he has always been
considered a future leader. Anil
joined N.M. in supporting the

L5SP line of coalition in 1963,
when the party splic. This
‘Right' majority carried the day

while the 'Centrists’ led; by col-
vin, Leslie, Bernard, Doric etc
came a poor third in the voting.
The ‘Left’ led by! Tampoe and
Samarakkody walked ourt.

Today Anil Is joint assistant
secretary. The other assistant
secretary, ex-MP Athauda Senevi-
ratne stands for Left unity while
Anil still argues for an  alliance
with the SLFP in the name of poli-
tical realism and parllamentarism.

While Anil's pro-SLFP line
does not find full favour with
the ‘Centrists’ he is fiercely op-
posed by a half a dozen C.C.
members whom Anil describes as
“Stalinist stooges” and “Moscow
liners, One of his critics who
was persuaded to wichdraw his
resignatien from the party de-
nounced Anil (in Sinhala) in the
most bitting terms. “Philip call-
ed IR the mahanayake of capita-
lism....our friend is the maha-
rajJa of Titoism and Pekingism,”
This was a snide reference to
the fact that Anil, as an execu-
tive of Maharajah Organisation,
had visited China. He has al-
ready had ralks with the SLFP
leader and news of a Yugoslav-
type “programe” s being widely
circulated In LSSP circles, as a pos-
sible SLFP-LSSP common program.

Radicals, . . .

(Continued from Page 7)
policy. The SLFP anti- Soviet,
anti — Cuban,  antf - Vietnamese,
line Is seen as a result of the
heavy influence on the Bandara-
naike leadership, of the USA,
China, West Germany, and Yugos-
lavia, ( Mrs. B's open suppert of
Fol Pot is the clearest, most
recent example. } This  foreign
palicy orientation is the logical
corollary of the hegemony of the
proimperialist bourgecisiea within
the SLFP, says the CPSL,
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India - (2)

How ‘war’ began

by Gail Omvedt

Haw could such disparate people
and pelitical forces Indeed
live together In one party! |In
fact, for quite a while they did
and the bickerings that went on
after the Janata Party government
came Into power seemed no worse
than what always had gone on
among Indian politicians. The fac-
tional alignments also seemed quite
normal, with the BLP and the Jan
Sangh factions dividing political
control of the northern states
among themselves and forming a
kind of “rightist” alliance against
the Socialists’ “left".

What changed after that was
a result of the growlng antago-
nisms in Indlan society icself,

First, the working class began
to use Its newly rewon ‘‘de-
mocratic rights” almost immediately
after the Emergency was retracted,
It used them to actempt to roll
back the speed-ups and wage cuts
imposed on it during the Emergency

and continuously facing.it since
then.  Strikes  broke out and
quickly rose to the level they had
been for most of the pre-

emergency years, about 20 milllon

workdays lost a year. Worse,
their ferocity Increased. Warkers
were now ready not simply to
gherao {physically sorround)
managers but also to occupy the
factorles, to collect tools and
machine 1_Earts with which to
physically fight the police, and they

were ready to go out for months
on strike not simply for higher
wages but to oppose the firing
of activists and the attempts to
impose heightened work norms

This was an increasing challenge
to the control of capitalists over

the production  process  jtself,
The result was both occasional
police rampages resulting in

numerous deaths by firing and a
relentless push by central and
state governments under all politi-
cal parcies to bring in greater

state-enforced control of the work-

ing class. Pressure on the Janata
Party components mounted as
unions under Soclalist (or Jan

Sangh) leadership began to join
uniced Communist-led protests
against the Industrial Relations Bill,
the Bhoothalingam Commission
which sought to Impose a wage-
salary policy and other new
measures. The Seclalists, whose
claim toa working class base was
their main political asset, felt this
the most. Leaders like George
Fernandes tried to deflect the
working class pressure by thunderous
tirades against [Indian monopo-
lies and by proposing gimmicks
like a ‘“workers' parliament."”
Threats to nationalise big Indian
business like the Tata Iron and
Steel Company were unlikely to
materialize given right wing power
within Janata, but Indian business-
men began to condemn what they
saw as the main fault of the
Janata regime — Its inabllity to take
clear stands and to bring order
inte the Industrial secene. A
meeting of the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI) on April 2,
1979 was marked by unusual open
hostility to the government, There
were calls  for “traders” to
organize for their rights, and
finally the mest politically shrewd
of India’s former nationallst
businessmen, G.D. Birla himself,
took the lead in attacking the
“‘confused atmosphere’ caused by
Janata. Businessmen clearly were
opposing the Jlanata party now
not because of its politics but
because of its Inability to bring
“discipline” and maintain stability-
and Just as clearly, they are
swinging to Indira Gandhi for the
same reason.

Rural conflicts developed with
equal Intensity. Growing capital-
Ist agriculture not only brought
new kulaks to the fore, but also
led to efforts of the growing
numbers of agricultural labourers
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to assert their rights. These often
met with ferocious repression:
Agricultural labourers were beaten
to death in police lockups, raped
and assaulted, burned to death
by landlord gangs, murdered at
night, or deprived of work and
provisions from village shops under
boycotts imposed by rural bosses,
Mo country has *'classes” free from
the social identities of Its past,
and In India these identities are
malnly those of caste. Thus the
rural conflicts were exprassed quite
often as caste conflicts. Mot only
were those attacked malnly from
ex-untouchable and similar low
castes, but very often caste Hindu
poor peasants and labourers either
stood aside with indifference while
the attacks were going on or
actively took part.

This was bound to have jts
impact on Janata.  Specifically,
the largest “peasant” caste in

northwest India, including kulak
farmers as well as poor peasants
and workers, are the Jats, spread
over the Punjab (where thay are
Sikhs), Haryana, western U.P, and
Rajasthan (where they are mainly
Hindus, sometimes Muslims). The
largest ex-untouchable casce” of the
same area are the Chamars, whose
traditional dutles included boch
field labeur and show making and
who were once almost family
slaves of the Jat dominant peasants,
Charan Singh is a Jat from wascern
U. P., Jagjivan Ram a Chamar from
Bihar (In fact he Is from Bhojpur,
the very district in Bihar where
the Maxalites have won a strong
base among ex-untouchable
labourers by killing the thugs who

rape thelr women). The ability
of these two leaders and the
political factions behind them to

get 2loeng in the same parcy s
naturally hampered by the bitter
conflict between the class—caste
social forces they represented,
Once these forces —ex-untouchable
labourers and lat peasants — ware
together against the British and

g9



landlords; now they are feroclous
enemies. It is not surprising, then
that lagjivan Ram would be abie
to accomodate with the super-
Hinduistic RSS before he would go
along with Charan Singh, the

man who represents the Jat
peasantry In an almost naked
fashion,

The increased ferocity of these
social conflicts gave |ncrira Gandhi
a theme to belay the Janata regime
with (about this time she began
to talk against “capitalise, casteism
and communalism™) and Increased

tension inside the party. But
since workers and = agricultural
labourers were only  weakly
represented In lanata, this was

not the basic thing to tear apart
the party. Rather the contradic-
tion which became bitter and
finally decisive was that between
the kulak farmers and the urban

bourgecisie. It was a conflict that
first set Charan Singh against
Morarji Desali as a  represent-

ative of the industrial bourgeaisie,
then against the whole lan Sangh,
merchant-based faction,

Peasants, including rich peasants,
once fought their main battles
against big landlords, moneylenders
and merchants who kept them
racked by debt and high rents,
and against wurban high caste
intellectuals and bureavcrats. In
some regions such codflicts are
seill  strong, for Iinstance Bihar
where Charan Singh's allies fought
ferocious riets against high castes
over issues of job reservations,
But increasingly the kulak farmers,
now In control of the villages,
have found themselves canfranting
the state (tself, The Issues
have been prices — government—set
prices of agricultural Inputs such
as tractors and fertilizers and prices
of crops especially those purchased
by government levies—and the
policies followed by the banks from
whom they now drew most of
their credit. But in these demands
they found themselves confronting
the industrial bourgeoisie itsslf
For the big capitalist wanted the
credit themselves for industry, and
prefered, the opposition o the
farmers, low prices for the food
which fed their workers and the
raw materfals for their factories,

o

The kulaks seemed to be riding
on the crest of an agricultural
boom with good harvests in the
last few years, Increased production
and even new good grain exports,
But the underlying erises of Indian
agriculture, In part the lack of
adequate demand from impaverished
small peasants and underpaid
labourers, meant a frequent
Inability to sell increased produce,
The two-year price stability fallow-
Ing the end of Emergency meant
for the farmars a stagnant and
at points declining return for their
crops, The steadily rising price
of gold in 1978, which peaked
in October, enriched the merchants
but hit them because they weare
increasingly putting their surplus
in gold and then using the gold
for credit to get loans from the
state banks.

The kulaks newly feeling their
political pewer, thus found them-
selves in  conflict both with
merchants and the state ieself,
By the middle of 978 this began
to be expressed in the form of
farmers' riots and batctles with
the police, in peasant rallies
throughout the country and road-
blocking demonstrations demand-
ing better prices for their crops,
and even in the form of religious
riots such as those batween
orthodox (peasant) and reformed
{mainly  merchant) Sikhs —the
noterious Nihang-Nirahari clashes.
And In Delhi, Charan Singh,
pushed by his “brother peasants’
to get higher prices for their
crops, began toIncreasingly attack
Morarji Desai and was forced to
resign in June, 1978, He reacted
by going forth to organize north
Indian peasants culminating In a
Kisan Sammelan (peasant rally)
held in the eapital on December 23
to celebrate his birchday —said
to be the biggest ever palitical
meeting held in Delhi,

Morarji was compelled to take
Charan  Singh back into the
cabinet In lanuary 1979 as Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance Minis-

ter—for in fact this was the
most  significant rural base thar
Janata party had. But Charan

Singh continued to go on the
aggressive, Fushed by the clamorous
demands of the farmers., At a

time when credit was tight and
declining for both the public sector
and private industry, the state
began to barrow masslve amounts
from the reserve bank mainly to
finance purchases of grain at
prices set 2-3% higher than the
Ere\rinus year. And Charan Singh's
udget, announced on February 28,

reduced taxes on farm Inputs
and imposed Increased taxes on
middle class consumption items

of all kinds from soap to kerosene

and cooking gas. All of this led
to be a massive transfor of
resources to the rural areas and

to an 8% price rise in the follow-
ing three months.

This was a period In  which
stagnation  in  coal and steel
and  transportation

Ernductfcn
atelenecks were leading to power
shortages which resultad in days
of blackout in the most industria-
lized states of West Bengal and
Maharashtra. And then, once again
as in the pre-Emergency period,
the horror of Inflation, “‘What
can we do", sald the very poor
who could hardly afford cooking
oil or kerosene lamps. #We
have to eat our food In the dark,
what food we get.” And all of
this began to be blamed an Charan
Singh and his farmers.

More significantly, the bour-
geoisle, both big industrialists
and traders, also wera not golng
to stand for capitalist farmer
assertion. The samz FICC| mee-
ting in April which saw the big
spokesman directing their guns
against the Janata regime, heard
calls for action: “If the kisans
could come to Delhi and get
Charan Singh reinstated in the
Unlen cabinet, traders too should
fight for thelr rights"

It was then that the big fight
broke out in lanata, betwean the
Jan Sangh elements, representing
traders and in this case the
industrialists, and the rich pea-
sant-based BLD, Throughout the
Janata-ruled northern states tha
party divided, and the Jan Sangh

factions withdrew their support
from BED chief ministers. Scate
governmsznts began to topple.
Unable to win their way inside

the lanata party, Charan Singh's
men began to withdraw from ic



accusing the “Communal” RSS
forces of dominating it—and finally
in June they formed the Janata
(Secular) consisting mainly of the
ex-BLD people and some of the
Socialists. The rest of the Socia-
lists plus most of Jagjivan Ram’s
group plus all of Morar|l Desal's
old Congress (0) faction stayed
with the lan Sangh-RSS group
in the lanata party. But it was
not encugh to hold the govern-
ment together, and Morarji Desai
was forced to resign in July.

This was replaced finally by a
government headed by Charan
Singh and consisting of the Janata
(S) in alliance with the original
anti-Indira Congress party headed
by Y. B. Chavan. Backing it
were all the left parties (the
two big Communist parties, the
Peasants and Workers Party, the
Revelutionary Socialist Party and
the Ferward Blec) which deseri-
bed It as the crucial “anti-com-
munal®™ (meaning anti-RSS) and
“anti-authoritarian" (meaning anti-
Indira) force.

In class terms this was essen-
tially a government of north and
south Indian capitalist farmers
backed by the working class.
Politically it represented what so
many people had called for so
long—a ‘“‘third force”™ different
from the Janata and the “Indira
Congress”, allied with a “united
left'. In fact the CPl and CP
(M)'s coming together was itself
a major step, a thrust towards
the achievement of political unicy
for the first time since the
Communist movement split In
I964. But the Janata (5)-Congress,
lefe alllance had no positive pro-
gram of its own, no credibilicy
among the people, and, more to
the point immediately, not enough
members of parliament to be
stable. When it lost a vote of
confidence, the President of India,
Sanjiva Reddy, followed Charan
Singh's advice to declare parlia-
ment prorogued and called for
national elections.

And so the whole game has
S=en once again thrown open —

and riding high the wave of
popular disilluslonment with  all
these “politiclans” is once again

Indira Gandhi, unrepentant for

Emergency, able to convince peo-
ple that she represented some-
thing different. MNever mind that
the Janata Party has its solid
core of R55 cadresand its scatres
ring of socialists and is projecting
a “Harijan", an ex-untouchable as
its leader: lagjivan Ram’s depen-

dence on caste-Hindus and capi-
talists, has never had a wides-
pread mass base among the

natien's volatile-untouchable mass-
es, and Indira has always had a
stronger claim to the low-caste
and minority votes. And never
mind that Charan Singh's party,
now called the Lok Dal, claims
to and does represent peasants
and rich farmers and that with
this force are the major working
class parties of the country—the

strongest characteristic of this
alliance so far has been its see-
ming incapacity to unite at all,

to produce any positive program
symbolizing that unity. As a
result Indira may well win also
in some of the strongest working

class centers such as Bombay.

What does Indira Gandhi hava
to offer that the other bourgeolse
forces cannot? Something wvery
simple—stability and “discipline"’.
For the capitalists and middle
classes she can offer a mass base
sufficient to give enough legici-
macy te form a stable povern-
ment—a stable government that
is necessary to Impose firm rest-
rictions on the turbulent working

class and discipline the big far-
mers. And she holds the mass
base, so far, because she has

consistently recognized the neces-
sity of appealing to the rural
poor, because she has been able
to give a few significant welfare-
type concessions, and because of
the lack of a revolutionary politi-
cal alcernative for people who
feel "all are erooks but some
government is necessary'.

Her own view s clear, She
told reporter Arul Louls just
before her first big ‘“‘comeback’
electoral victory in Chikmagalur
in 1978, *“If there were no re-
forms there would be an upheaval
and it would be the rich who
would suffer the most. The poor
people would say go to hell
with everything and there would
be a vioclent revolution. The rich
should realize this danger.”

The real question is whether
Mrs. Gandhi's efforts to hold back
revolution necessarily have to be
at the cost of Indian democracy
—something for which she harself
has never shown much attach-
ment. If it is, then in fact the
likely completion of her own
comeback from political defaat
will not lead in the end to repe-
wed stability but only to deepened
and even more bitcer, even brutal
conflict. = Young artists and stu-
dents who |oinad the compaign
against her In Chikmagalur did so
by drawing thousands of posters
themselves, posters  frequently
depcting the torture and barbari-
ties that occured in  jails under
her rule—and the question still
remalns whether this is to be
the face of the future in India,
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INDIA

Trouble in the Eastern hills

he tranquility of the wooded
Twildernr;ss is shattered by the
staccato of machine-gun fire that
echoes in the surrounding hills,
where rebel Naga and Miza insur-
gents have constant skirmishes
with Indian security forces. This
sensitive and volatile region of
North-Eastern India, about 600,000
sq.km in area, cradled between
Burma, China and Bangla Desh has
been witnessing renewed spells
of violence during recent menths,
Compromising five states and unien
territories, this Is India's land of
the rising sun.

Two of these five states, Mizo-
ram and MNagaland, are seeking
secession frem [ndia to form auto-
nomous sovereign stztes. Mounting
an escalatlnF guerilla warfare cam-
palgn on Indian government sec-
urity forces, the rebels claim to
have won the support of local
people. The inhabitants of these
are malnly tribal Christians of
semi-mongoloid stock much like
their Burmese neighbours.

The Magas, 26 fiercely indepen-
dent tribes, tock arms in 1955,
Under the leadership ofthe Maga
Mational Convention ( NMC ) and
led by Z.A.Phizo they established
theunderground government. The
Indian army moved in and crushed
the insurgent forces withina period
of twenty years. The Nagas sign-
ed a peace accord with the
government of India in 1975. They
renounced their claim to inde-
pendence and deposited their arms
with a neutral peace council
of prominent social workers, chur-
ch leaders and politicians, The
situation, calm for some time sud-
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vielent in lanuary
this year when armed Magas
killed over 50 people in a pre-
dawn swoop on sleeping villages
in the neighbouring Indian state
of Assam.

denly turnad

The ageing Napa leader Phizo,
self exiled in the country of his
citizenship, Britian, is adamant on
the subject of negariations. He
has refused to talk to Indian govern-
ment officials if any sert of con-
ditions are Imposed. The Indian
Foreign Ministry Is equally tough
in Its attitude and considers him
a foreigner, because he holds a
British passport. Former Prime
Minister Morarji Desai refused to

hold talks with him In Lendon
and stated ="we don't wish to
discuss our internal affairs with
foreigners."

Eleven years after the MNaga
uprising, the rebel Mizo army
under  the leadership of Mizo
Matonal Front ( MMF) President

Laldenga rapidly libarated almost
the entire union territory ( then
a district in the state of Assam ).

It was several days before the
Indian army pushed back the
rebel forces, An Amended
Special Pawers act, in force from
1972, gives the Indian army the
freedom to shoot, kill, arrest in-

dividuzls without  warrants, as
well as enter private premlses
and conduct ‘search and destroy’
operations,

The insurgents Mizo MNational
Army (MMNA Y, a force of young
men trained In guerilla warfare,
dressed in fatlgues and jungle
boots, are armed with S5LR auto-
matic rifles, sten guns, bayonets
and grenades, most of which are
believed to be obtained from China
or stolen from Indian security
forces,

The recruits are sent across the
border in groups to the training
centres under the central command,
the elite force of the MNMNA, It
is sald to shift its location along

by Nalin C Meegama

with the MMF headquarters (which
In turn is believed te move from

the Arakan Hills in Burma, to
the Chittagong Hills of Bangla
Desh, to locations in Mizoram,

from time to time according to
expediency.)

The hilly bamboo jungles of
India's Morth-East have earned
the reputation of being a prennial
insurgent area. On the Burmese
side of the border, insurgents are
said to be running private armies
and governments in separate "'libe-
rated” areas of Burma, especially
in areas along the Indian border.
Pockets fighting the Bangla Desh
government are also said to exist
at several points, with the high-
est concentration In the Chitea-
gong hill tracts of Bamgala Desh
bardering the Indian states of
Tripura Mizoram.

Fresh violence in Mizoram in the
form of sporadic fighting, arson
and looting, accompanied by a Mizo
directive to all non- Mizos to
leaye the area |mmediately, have
forced the Indian government to
impose curfew in what it has decla-
red, “a disturbed area".

Taking full advantage of the
topography and terrain, the rebels

launched  surprise  hit—and-run
raids on Indian border security
outposts and are often believed
to decamp with ammunition and
weapons. After an  attack, im-
penetrable jungle and proximicy

to the Burmese frontier enable
them to evade capture and flee
from pouring Indian security forces,

During recent weeks, signs of
fresh violence in Manipur, another
state [n the same area, Is giving
rise to speculations that President’s
rule will be [ntreduced, with the
administration of the state taken
over by the Central Government
in New - Delhi, following their loss
in confidence in the state Govern-
ment's abilicy to deal with the
situation. In the mean time, the

(Continwed on Page r15)



Nicaragua (5 b)

Somoza’s isolation

by A Special Correspondent

he power-bloc dominating
Micaraguan society underwent
a significant reconstitution In this
decade. [t is Important to note
this and remember that the so-

called national bourgecisie did
not take an anti-Somoza po-
sithon  until the 1970's.  Prior

to this Somaza was supported by
large sectors of the upper and
middle classes, but the [972
earthquake and the Somoza family's
Eross misappropriation of foreign
relief assistance caused a cleavage.
(Writing In the L.G. Jan |Ist 1979,

| spoke of the link between
natural disaster and soclal crisis
and made the point that the

dialectics of nature lay bare the
structures of society).  Already
an objective contradiction exist-
ed since the dominance of the
aligarchy  (big bourgeoisie and
large landowners), the competition
of foreign imports, absence of
state  protection, limltations of
the Internal market and conse-
quent stagnation of national indus-
try had blocked the areas of
development of the small and
medium-sized industrial and com-
mercial bourgsoisie. But it became
obvious n 1972 that not only
was the Imperialist backed oligar-
chy blocking potential areas of
development, but it was also
extending its economic monopoly
and encroaching on the sectors
hitherto held by industrialists,
shop-keepers, transport owners,
and even bankers and landowners
belonging to the middle strara
of the bourgesisie,

Thus the power-bloc began to
decompose, with layers of social
support peeling away. In the
1970°'s the power-bloc gradually
became co-extensive with the
oligarchy allied with foreign mono-
poly capital. The oligarchy itself
became coterminous with the eco-
nomic empire of the Somoza family
and its intimate . friends. The
gargantuan business and agricul-
tural empire was worth over five
fhundred million US dollars, com-
prised as it was of almosc 400

companies and 70 percent of the
country’s arabla land. The bus-
ness enterprises included wehicle
distribution companies, breweries,
construction  companies, News-
papers, a T.V. station, banks,
airlines and  an  entire port!
Clearly, there was the closest
congruence between social class
and family power—another speci-
fity of the Nicaraguan situation.

So, in the 1970's the Nicaraguan
polity saw the emergence of a
bourgeois opposition to Somoza

comprising those strata of the
bourgeoisie, who, In response to
the pressure exerted on their
class interests by imperialism and

the oligarchy began to adopt
objectively  anti-imperialist  and
democratic positions What this

means is that we can speak of
a2 national beourgesoisie in  this
context since such a social group
did exist In Nicaraguan society
at that given conjucture. After
all, “the concept of national —
does not arise from the origin
af fts ownership, but from the
political position to which this
ownership, has led a section of
the bourgeoisie. It |5 a political
and not a geographical conception,”
This point is made by wveteran
Cuban  Marxist Carles Rafaal
Rodriguez in his Interesting and
important article on “Lenin and
the Colonial Question’ (published
in February 1970), which contains
2n excellent analysis of the related
problems of the national bourgeo-
isie and the stage of the revolu-
tion. Marxist militants in  each
country should undertake athorough
analysis to ascertain whether or
not such a ‘national’ bourgeoisia
exists in their society, instead of
Imposing schemes developed under
essentially different conditions.

It Is Important to underscand
the paradox Inherent In the pelitical
pesitions adopted by the national
bourgeaisie or what conventional
analysts refer to as the middle
class. In his *Cuba: Exception
or Vanguard? (|96]) Guevara
wrote of the “objective conflicts

Somoza

between the national bourgeoisias
struggling to develop, an imperi-
alism which inundaces the markets

with its products in order ta
destroy In  unequal competition
the national [nduscrialist, There

are, as well asthis, other manifesta-
tions of struggle for value and
wealth. In spite of these conflicts,
the natianal bourgeoisies are not
capable, in general, of sustaining
a consequential struggle againse
imperialism. They fear the popular
revolution more  than  the
sufferings under the oppressiva
and  despotic  domination of
imperialism, which destroys na-
tionality, affronts patriotic ~senti-
ments, and colanjzes the economy.

The big bourgeoisie, for |ts
part, openly opposes the revaly.
tionand does not hesitate in ally-
fng itself with Imperialism and
land owners to fight against the
people and cut off their access
to revolution.”

All non-Trotskyist sections of
the Left habituzlly profess recogni-
tien of the contradictory characear,
the dual nature and consequently
the vacillatory role of che nationa|
bourgeoisie. " This aione js clearly
Inadequare, for our analysis of
the national bourgeoisie  must
BnCompass a  correct assessmont
of which aspect of this contradiceary
character achiayas primacy in each
phase of the revolutionary procass,
The FSNL's own assessmanc of this
and  the tactics by which It
enlisted the bourgeols opposition
in 2 subaltern role within the
national-poapular bloc, is something
that merits special ‘altention when
discussing the al-lmportane ques-
tion of united frongs,
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IRAN

THE LAST

clfi-interest and real politik,

OPEC membership and the
spirited reyvival of anti-US natlona-
lism after the encouraging dis-
covery of cil, prompted Mexico,
once the temporary sanctuary of
the Shah, to shuc her doors to
the fugitive Emperor. Toppled
from his Peacock Throne by the
mightiest surge of popular emotion
seen in recent times, the King
of Kings and the Light of the
Aryans found a home briefiy in
the Bahamas, the holiday resort
of the world's wealthy.

Will Egypt be his last resort?
Sadat is willing. If Egypt does
become the final refuge of the
runaway Emperer, the choice will
make meaningful politics of recent
regional developments. The Shah
was not merely a tyrannical ruler.
Just as the parvenu Pahlevi dyn-
asty was a creation of Bricain,
the second Shah was the client
of the US and Its regional gen-

darme after Amerjcan power
replaced Pax Britannica.  The
steady US build-up of Iranian

military might was not only an
exercise in recycling petro-dollars
but also a determined drive to

equip its regional policeman to
do his ordained cask. Helping
Barzani and his Kurdish sece-
ssionist movement in neighbour-

ing lIraq, a radical regime, and
assisting Sultan Qabbus to beat
back the threat from the Dhofari
liberation movement in Oman were
duties duly performed by the
gendarme,

RESORT

One of the wundeclared but
manifest aims of Camp Dayid was
an alliance between lIsrael, accre-
diced agent in this strategic area
and Egypt, lsraeli’s most formid-
able Arab foe; an alliance which
was better qualified to contain
the Increasingly assertive Pales-
tinian resistance and quench the
fires of the Arab social revolu-
tion. [Israel-Egypt—Iran : a strong
MATO sub-system which would
be ap admirable substitute to a
moribund CENTO.

When the Shah fled, his first
stops were Cairo and Rabar,
where he was warmly embraced
by Sadat and King Hassan, close
allies themselves in MNorth Africa,
As Reuter and other agencies

the
openly offered to
Shah's role and safeguard western

time, Sadat
assume the

reported at

interests, In. the euphoria of
Camp David, now a fast fading
US hope, Sadat's overweening self-
confidence appeared to redeem
the sheer shamelessness of this
highly publicised candidacy, (ln a
'fake' advertisement titled MIDDLE

| TWAIN ON TERROR

THERE WERE two “Reigns
of Terror,” if we would but re-
member and consider il the
one wrooght muorder, in  hot
passions, the other in heartless
cold bhlood; the one lasted mere
months, the other had lasted a
thousand years; the one inflicted
death upon a thowsand persons,
the other upon a hundred mil-
lion; but our shudders are all
for the *“horrors™ of the minor
Terror, the momentary Terror,
g0 to speak; whercas, what is
the horror of swift death by the

axe compared with lifelong death
from honger, cold, insult, cruelty,
and heartbreak?......A city ceme-
tary could contain the coffins
filled by thot brief Terror which
we hayve all been so diligently
taught to shiver at and mourn
oyer; but all France conld hardly
contnin the coffins filled by that
older and real Terror— that
unspeakable hitter and awfl
Terror which nome of us has
been tanght to see in its vast-
ness or pity as it deserves.

(A Connecticut Yankee) |

Pastar proclaims; “‘the revelution
makes its own laws"'

-EAST VACANCIES, the L. G,
mocked his obsequicus application.

Sadat had been already doing
the dirty work In less preten-

tious ways. Mot only by selling
out the Palestinian cause but
helping Hassan fight Polisario,

the liberation movement of Saha-
roul people whose right of seli-
determination has been recognised
by the UM, the non-aligned and
the OAU. Hassan has also been
promised stepped-up US arms
aid and money, He has also
French and lsraeli arms.

Meanwhile, Iran’s uninterrupted
revolution has taken another ex-
citing, If puzzling, turn. As the

L. G.'s comprehensive commen-
taries on lran observed, the
revolution unleashed a host of
social forces, with copflicting
interests, expectations and ideals.
Even the major force, Islamic
natlonalism, had several strands,

progressive and backward-looking,
liberalising and puritanlc, anti-
imperialist and anpti-leftist.

Which force will become do-
minant finally? Which tendency
in each group will prove the
stronger, and which groups will
align chemselves at any given
time on which Issue? Unless
these questions are resolved as
the active, often violent political
process advances, the basic issue
of 2 dominant political will {and
therefore ‘“‘order™) will remain
unsettled.



The Shah’'s stay In the US re-
introduced into the lranian situa-
tion the single potent combination
of mass emotions which made
the revolution work— hatred of
the vepal dispotism of the Shah,
and his acknowledged patron, the
Us.

Certainly, the selzure of em-
bassies violates the accepted can-
ons of diplomacy and renders
normal diplomatie life Impossible,
For this reason, almost every
government will refuse to condone
such conduct. But on the moral Issue-
of ‘terrorism’, Mark Twain's wise
thoughts (see *‘Twain on Terror?®)
are a happily enlightening correc-
tive to the smarmy outpourings
on morality and civilidarion in
the Establishment press here and
abroad.

The Shah oppressed his people
and plundered their wealth, And
he tortured his opponents and

critics. His instrument wazs the
savage SAVAK. The deocumented
evidence does not come from

Iranians alone.

In the *Washington Post’ an
American businessman recounted
his nightmarish days in the Shah's
prisons, Earlier this year Seymour
Hersh of the NYK Times asked
a senfor US diplomac who had
served in Iran and had been a
link-man with SAVAK, whether
it was true that US diplomats
actually watched the torturers at
work in SAVAK's chamber of
Horrors, Yes, It was true, And
why didn't they protest, object,..?
“But SAVAK was our side”

The Shah made his own rules,
That is why outside the [slamic
Revolutionary Court a |6 year
old boy tortured by SAVAK, can

Trouble in...
(Contimued from Page 12)

Indian Government has banned
four Marxist Organizations - the
Revolutionary People’s Frent, the
People’s Liberation Army, the
People’s Revolutionary Party and
the Red Army — which are believed
to be epenly resorting to violence
with the declared object of sec-
uring independence for this state
Loo,

Militants of the Meitel tribe,
who inhabit the valleys of Cen-

Palestine Day
Camp David:
UN’s “No”’

A large advertisement, minus
the advertiser's npame, ap-
peared in Srl Lanka's leading news-
papers on Palestine Day. The ex-
pensive add publicised Egypt's
outstanding contribution to the
Palestine cause. Part of this great
contribution it was claimed was
the Camp David accords.

On the same day President
1.R. Jlayewardena issued an excep-
tionally well written message in
which he extended Sri Lanka's
steadfast and unreserved support for
Falestinian self— decermination and
the right of all Palestinians to
return to their homeland,

A day [ater the UN General
Assembly declared that Camp
David accords between Egypt and
Israel had no validity in determining
the future of the Palestine people.
This was the first time the UN
had rejected the accords in a
vote, The vote was 75to 33 It
rejected all provisions of the accords
which “Ignore, infringa upon, vio-
late or deny inalienable rights of
the Palestine people ™.

So much of Egypt's claims as
a champion of the Palestine people.
Immediately after Camp David, the
L.G. described the agreements as
“Sadat's Sell —oue™,

say "“The revelution makes |ts
own laws...."" (see plcture)

Senator Edward Kennedy has
now castigated the Shah as an
oppressor and a thief.

tral Manipur are believed to he
at the back of this insurgency,
which is directed much against the
Maga, Mizo and other ctribes, as
the security forces in the re-
gion.

The distcurbed conditions in
India’s Morth —East, including the
fact that an attempt Is being made
to boycott the forthcoming elec-
tions. apparently indicate that
peace |5 not imminent, and it
could be quite some time befare
calm descends on the troubled
hills. '
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The Tamil consciousness

A great Tamil leader once
spoke on a more powerful
and related theme but with a
shorter heading, It was on “Our
Political Needs” and his speech
became the manifeste of the
nationalist movement of all Sri
Lankans that he headed at that

time, It was 1919 when the
Ceylon Mational Congress was
about to be inaugurated. The

man was Sir Ponnambalam Aruna-
chalam. Helived to die adisappointed
man. His equally famous brother,
Sir Ponnambalam  Ramanathan,
thought likewise. Both believed
in cooperation with the Sinhalese
political elites. By elites | mean
the power-holders In a given
society or to be a little more
loose’in my definition, the influential
middle and upper class seeking
positions of Influence in such a
glven society. Ramanathan cham-
ploned the cause of the Sinhalese
Buddhists and In the process
antagonized the Ceylonese Muslims
and their political leadership.

My view Is that both men
looked on the Ceylon Tamils as
one of the two founding races
of this island of ours, major
partners as Ponnambalam Afunacha-
lam referred te the two races,
hoping presumably that they would
cooperate in a joint endeavour.
| think both brothers, the cne,
that Iz, Arunachalam, with more
depth and profundity In wisdom
and liberallsm, the other Ramana-
than, more a politician than a
statesman were simple men who
believed in the simplicity of the
Sinhala race, They, in their
innocence, probably thought that
they, that Is these two great
brothers, would, in preference
to thelr Sinhalese counterparts,
be chosen Prime Ministers of an

This was a talk delivered hy
the Chief Guest Dr.A.J. Wilgon,
Professor of Political Science,
University, of MNew Brunswick,
Canada at the Annual Prize
Giving of Jaffna Central Gollege
held on Thursday the 18th of
October 1979,

independent Sri Lanka, or chief
ministers in a semi-swaraj British
colonial-type self-governing situa-
tlon. They prabably believed that
if a Scotsman like the Earl of

Bute could be a Prime Minister
of George |1l or a WWelshman
such as Lloyd George could

become war time Prime Minister
in the second half of the first
world war over Englishmen who
constitute the majority in British
soclety, then why not they. In
effect both  Arunachalam  and
Ramanathan had commited the sin
of not being farseeing. But both
lived to realize the folly of their
calculations. Yet another great
Tamil followed a similar but
bolder path. G.G.Ponnambalam
felt cthat with *“fifty fifty” or
balanced representation as he called
it, and with British Imperial
backing, he could form a govern-

ment as against the shrewdste
Sinhalese adversary of  all
time, Don Stephen Senanayake,

only to be disillusioned again
like his famous predecessors.

In effect what | am trying to
convey to you is a simple truth.
Our leaders were only reflecting
the aims, the aspirations and
the desires of the elitist Tamils
whose views they gave express-
ion to. The first two hoped
to win their way through
cooperation with the Sinhalese
majority, the third expected
that by constitutional jugglery,
the same objective could be
realized. He made a waliant
effort and he failed. But unlike
his two famous predecessors, he
achieved an important goal, though
not deliberately. He raised Tamil
consciousness. And that consclous-
ness could not thereafter be
contained. It spilled over, as it
were, only to take the form of
regionalism under a federal set
up and now sovereign statehood
in the npation of Eelam.

Costly blunders were made by
the first two leaders—partly arising
from their conviction of the possi-

by Dr. A. |. Wilson

bility of a partnership of the two
major races. | am personally sure
that they even thought in terms
of a Sinhala goigama-Tamil vellala
partnership. Ramanathan fought
and defeated the sophisticated
and urbane Sinhala karawa medical
doctor, Sri Marcus Fernando for
the Educated Ceylonese Seat. The
Sinhalese goigamas were reputed
to have supported him because
of their dislike of the karawa.
Arunachalam nearly outsmarted
another equally famous Sinhalese
karawa in 5ri James Pieris over
the Colombo Town seat, But on
this occasion the Sinhalesa took
Arunachalam's ‘no’ for an answer
while Arunachalam in the oriental
tradition had hoped that his
‘no’ would not be taken for an
outright refusal and that the
Sinhalese of the Ceylon Mational
Congress would fuss over him
as an elder statesman and persuade
him =as being the only man of
the hour. Butthe karawes ware
rapidly learning their lessions-the
dangers of Sinhalese goigama-
Taml| vellala cooperation. To cap
it all, as it were in [942 another
well known Ceylon Tamil, Sir
Ponnambalam Arupachalam’s sen
Sir Arunachalam Mahadeva, defeatad
another equally reputable karawe
leader in H.W.Amarasuriya for
the post of Minister of Home
Affairs vacated by Sir Don Baron
Jayatalika under the Donoughmore
constitution of [1931=1947. You
will understand now why the
Sinhalese karawes were In the
forefront of the leadership of
the anti-Tamil Sinhala only, Sinhala
Buddhist nationalist movement-the
F.R.Jayasurlyas, P de § Kularatnes
and L.H.Mettanandas. [t was not
for nothing. In the process we
lost the goodwill of the karawes
and were used by the goigamas.

In like manner Sir Ponnambalam
Ramanathan by his stance during
the Sinhala Buddhist-Muslim riots
of 1915 permanently alienated the
support of the . Tamil-speaking
Muslims for the Tamll cause. The
irony is that the Muslims have a



greater affinity to Tamil culture
and the Tamil-language than
to Sinhala culture or language.
And in no way different from
Ramanathan, G.G.Ponnambalam and
the major section of his All-Ceylan
Tamil Congress deserted  the
cause of the Indian Tamils when
the question of their citizenship
and voting rights came up far
decision in Sri Lanka’s post—inde-
pendent Parliament during [948-
49. The sum result is that the
Ceylon Tamils themselves, or rather
their political leadership and elies
contributed towards their own
Isolation, towards the formation
of a united front of Sinhalese
against them and towards a conver-
gence of Tamil-speaking Muslim
and Indian Tamil feelings of despair
and  indignation against them
because of what was obviously a
major let down of their interests.

The Sinhalese leadership must
bear a greater share of the
blame. In 1948 G.G.Ponnambalam’s
Tamil Congress made the effore
at “responsive cooperation’ on|
to be let down by the *‘Sinhais
Only" decision of the Kotelawals
Government and the United Natio.
nal Party in 1956, In 1957, Prime
Minister Selomon Bandaranaike
concluded a solemn pact with the
Federal Party leader, S.1.V.Chelva.
nayakam, only to abandon it under
Sinhala Buddhist pressure in [958,
In March-April 1940 there was
an unwritten Sirima Bandaranaifke—
Chelvanayakam pact similar to the
one signed by her husband in 1957,
to be honoured only in the breach.

In 1965 there was the Dudley
Senanayake-Chelvanayakam  Pact
which collapsed under Sinhala

Buddhist pressure in 968,

The Lefc Wing in Sinhala politics
has been no better. |n 1948-49,
they were the vehement defenders
of Indfan Tamil rights. In 1964-45
and 1970-77, their leaders wera
overly anxious In their defence
of the Sirima-Shastri Pact providing
for the repatriation of more
than halftha Indjan Tamil population
from Sri Lanka. [n 1956, the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party was firm
like the rock of Gibraltar on paricy
of status for the Sinhala and
Tamil languages. |n 1964 that
position shifted when they entered
into a coalition with = the Sri

Lanka Freedom Party Government
of Mrs. Srima Bandaranaike. |[n
1970 the Lanka Sama Samaja Party
and the Communist Farty of Sri
Lanka abandoned their position
on parity of status for the two
languzges when they formulated

@ Comman Programme with the
Sri. Lanka Freedom Party, In
coalition with the Sri Lanka

Freedom Party from 1970-75 neither
the LSSP and from 1970-77 nor
the CP, did a tittle to remedy
the hopelessness of the Tamil
problem. In fact the intransig-
ence of the left and their
unwillingness te accomodate
the Tamil demand, their condon-
ing of the Sinhalese military
occupation of the Ceylon Tamil
Provinces were the principal
catalysts that produced the
demand for the sovereign state
of Tamil Eelam. The forces of
Tamil saparatism and Tamil
nationalism were unleashed

never to be restrained. It can
never be the same again.
What is the position today?,

The Ceylon Tamils find themsealves
in complete isolation. There isa
burgeoning nationalism among them
that may never perhaps be con-
talned, The fault lies mainl
with the Sinhala political leadership,
My father-in-law, S.I.V. Chelva.
nayakam, the father of Tamil
nationalism and the progenitor
of Tamil nationhood told me in
1958 in the aftermath of the bloody
Sinhalese-Tamil riots of May [958
that his firm conclusion was thar
the Sinhalese weare noc big enough
to rule us Tamils. That could
not be more true, judging from
the events since. We have today a
situation where two nations are
warring within the bosom of one,
In effect we are back to the days of
the pre-western conquerors, tche
times before the arrival of the
Portuguse in |505, Up to |5l8,
there flourished in the north a
Tamil kingdom. That kingdom
posed no threat to the Sinhala
Buddhist cthat flourished in the
neighbouring  kingdom of Kandy,
The Tamil kingdom could have
everrun the kingdom of Kandy
with the support of the so-callad
Dravidian hordes fram South India,
But that did not happen even after
the arrival of the Westerners
in 505, Sinhalese Buddhism, the

Sinhalese language and Sinhala
culture were not oaly praservad
and maintained in their pristine
purity but were the mainstays
of the kingdom as a Sinhalace
sociologist H.L. Seneviratne has
remarked in his book. The Rituals
of the Kandyan state. |n short
what | am trying to cell you s
that nothing changes thoush therae
was change between say 505 and
1948 when the island ‘was under
western occupation, In tha brief
period, the latter half of the
nineteenth and early twentiath
centuries, we exparienced the
golden years of Sinhala=Tamil
cooperation.  That can pever
happen again. We are back to
the period of the pre-|505 years,
What was entrenched for canty.
ries cannot be undone by a
few years of Sinhalese-Tamil
elitist coop=ration, Really it
was not Sinhala-Tamil coopera-
tion but the cooperation of a
homegenous class of English-
speaking native Ceylonese.

All this brings us to the principal
question | have been endeavouring
to answer. How bsst can our
political aspirations bes satisfiad?
As | said earlier wa have to take
into account the fact that Sinhala
and Tamil nationalism have come
to stay. It is unlikaly that the
Lwo nationscan ever come togather,
Economic palliativas may ease the
tensions but wounds created, the
riots of (956, [958, [98] and
1377 cannot ba easily healed. Nor
can the blatant discrimination
practised against the Tamil people
in the post-Sinhala Only years
since 1956, Nor can the Tamil
people turn a blind eye to
the Sinhalese army ofoccupation
in their midst. Take these all
away, and | would still doubt
that Tamil nationalism will
ever be stilled. There might
be solutions like the presenc one
that is being attempted by the
President but thess can succead
only ifthey satisfy three conditions,
Firstly the Tamil political leader-
ship must get something really
tangible and substantial in exchange
for their demand for a sovereign
state of Eelam. Secondly that
solution  must prove acceptable
to the Tamil people who Invested
the Tamil leaderahip with the
mandate for Eelam. If it fails
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to satisfy, the present parliamentary
leadership will be swept away in
a storm and be replaced by an
extreme leadership which means
business. And this could mean
writing off all the Tamils in the
seven Sinhala provinces. Thirdly
the Sinhala political leadership
must show a desire and willingness
toe work out the arrangements in
a meaningful manner should these
be acceptable to a majoricy of
the Tamils. The Tamil districts
should be encouraged to develop
on their own and be -provided
with the necessary financial and
economic supports. That way Tamil
economic needs might be satisfied,
the unemployed Tamils may find
employment, Tamil culture might
be preserved and above all Tamil
nationalism might possibly be
contained within the confines of
a single state. A Wrong move
here or there can throw the
whole exercise out of gear. And
there are three component factors
that could stoke the fires of
Tamil nationalism and Tamil aspira-
tions for sovereign statchood.
Firstiy there Is what | would
call the domonstration effect-the
examples of Bangladesh, Cyprus
and possibly Quebec among others.

We live in a world of mini
states. Eelam will be no excep-
tion, Secondly there Is the

expatriate Tamil component of the
Tamil naticnallst movement. |
would go so far as to ‘refer to
this element as ultra-pationalists,
They have the burning desire to
see their country =a separate
soverelgn state come what may.
In my travels | have not come
across a more single  minded
set of compatriots determined
to achieve the goal of liberation.
Thirdly there is no gainsaying
that the big powers or to be
more precise, major foreign powers
are interested in what is happening
in the Ceylon Tamll areas. MNone
but those whe refuse to see will
not realise that the United States,
the Soviet Unicn, the FPeoples
Republic of China, India and the
United Kingdom are anxious witne-
sses ta the turn of events. |
would Jeave it to you to draw
your inference from all this great
power interest,

| have touched on the fringes
of our political and economic

LB

needs saylng 2 great deal without
articulating It all in concrete terms.
Mkrumah once remarked, “'Seek
ye first the political kingdom and
the rest shall be added unto you",
You cannot expect a nationalist
movemant to draw up economic
plans and blue prints for the
kingdom that is to come. They
are too Involved In the political
scruggle to have the time to
spare, There is also the experience
of the Indian Mational Congress
to draw from. That Congress
early in its existence felt that
it would be unwise and impolitic
to divide an otherwise united
people on economic issues. The
question of economic development
is no doubt fundamental but as
| stated earlier, It Is inextricably
intertwined with constitutional
and political reform.

There are nearly a millon Tamil-
speking persons In the Morthern
and Eastern provinces. The Tamils
of the laffna peninsula constitute
a middlz-class orlented sociery,
Education for white collar employ-
ment or for professional Jobs
continues to be the Mecca of all
Tamlils aspiring towards upward
mobility. Part of the reason for
this craza Is the missionary-type
education that we received, partly
because nature was unkind to us
and while our counterparis among
the Sinhalese had smiling lands
of plentiful abundance, the Tamils
had to look for state employment.
Lastly since the arid plains failed
to yield easily exceptafter stren-
uous effort, the Tamil man learn-
ed to become industrious and
thrifty in comparison with his
Sinhalese counterpart. All this
is now a thing of the past in the

sense that the Sinhala Only
policies of Sinhala governments
since 1956 has pushed out Tamils

from the public services and deni-
ed them admissions to the uni-
versities and the professions in
the way they were able to do
in the golden age that has slipp-
ed by. Just as Scottish nationlism
was contained by permitting Scots-
men to obtain prize positions
in the colonial empire befors
World War [l terminated British
imperialism, Tamil nationalism
which was always thera remalned
dormant until 1954 because the
educated Tamil was still allowed

Into
and

a certain undisturbed entry
the Island’s public services
the professions,

the
our

We are now obliged by
turn of events to re-orient
outlook. WWhatever rights ‘we
might obtain to own territories
wiﬁ therefore have te be exploit-
ed for the purpose of absorbing
our employable population. That
can bz achieved by a skilled and
dedicated leadership. Mot only
has this employable population
to be found outlets but we may
have to taks steps to transfer a
fair percentage of the population
of the Jaflna penisnla to other
parts of the Morthern and East-
ern provinces. The water ra-
source exparts have repeatedly
cautioned us that the water depo-
sits of the laffna peninsula are
being ruthlessly exploited, that
the peninsula in about quarcer
to half a century could become
an ecological disaster, In one
effect semi-desert conditions could
resulc. The peninsula will not be
even able te supply drinking
water to its own population. |If
that were to happean there will
have to be a shift of population.
It will only be some state apparatus
located in the Tamil areas that
will be in a positlon to [nterest
itself in such a problem. Govern-
ment and administration today
are far too Colombo-centered
and we are all in the grip of
the octopus—state,

| now come to the last of my

questions and this has to do
with the future of our society.
In the past, we used to think

in terms of laffna Tamils, Mannar
Tamils, Trincomalee Tamils and
Batcicaloa Tamils. Sinhalese natio-
nalism has helped to elimate
these differences, Tamil nationalism
has closed the gaps and we all
now refer to ourselves as the
Tamil nation or asa single collecti-
vity of Tamil-speaking persons.
Again in the past we logked on
the Indjan Tamils as a separate
entlty of recent arrival. That
difference too is being gradually
reduced. Qur political vocabulary
now uses the term "‘hill-country
Tamll'® to describe the Indian
and Indians are being welcomed
to populate the Tamil-speaking
territories. We have however



yet to give up our village loyalties
and cease inquiring from each
other as to which local parish
we were born in, who our parents
are and what they are doing
etc. etc,

But apart from all this there Is
one question that beggars a
solution and that is the problem
of the so-called depressed castes.
It is true that political leaders |
have taken steps te combat dis-
erimination against these unfor-
tunate people. It is also correct |
that the Constitution bans the |
imposition of social disabilities,
But these alone are not adequate.
A state of mind or a mental
condition capnot  be legislated
away or{changed by token measures.
Something more tangible has to |
be done If political and social
unity are not to founder in the
morass of casteism, | would
suggest protective discrimination
written Into any constitution,
This  will ensure the so-called
depressed castes quotas in respect
of admissions to the public
services and the universities. The
members of these groups must
also be assured proper representa-
tion in the various legislative
bodies, not by nomination but
through the democratic electoral
process, It Is only then that a
nation can become a nation, when
it closes its own ranks and does
not permit the growth of deep
dissatisfaction In its ,own heart-
land.

| am not quite sure whether | |
have been indulging In the gloomy
lamentations of the prophet
Jeremiah ., Buc | think | have from
the angle of my own discipline
and my own sampling of opinion
in this Island of ours indicaced
to you the problams that beset
us. It is in that context that |
sought to outline what | feel are
our immediate political, economic
and social problems, But let me i -
end in an optimistic note. | beliave _ : CONSURER Plr:‘ucri'i::céqi:c:—-_r.u_rsrq.-wfnrmn-uu:
we have the capabilities, the i e E et R
skills, the dedication and a2 honest : s
leadership at various levels to
solve these issues. When that
happens, and | am deliberately |
avoiding saying, If it happans, we
would have begun our entry into |
the millenarian  society, the
Promised Land.
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TOWER HALL : Is it a genuine
tradition of Sinhala Theatre?

|n the last twenty five years
or so there have been, in my
memory, two or three attempts
made, with the blessings of the
government in power, to revive
what Is believed to be a tradi-
tien of Sinhala theatre, If not
the tradition, centred at the
Tower Hall and symbolised by it.
The most recent of these attem-
pts is the renovation of the Tower
Hall theatre and the establish-
ment of the Tower Hall Theatre
Foundation with funds from gove-
rnmental and private sources. In
spite of governmental patronage
and wide publicity in the pro-
government media, the previous
attempts failed. The future of the
present attempt is yet to be seen.

Why did the previous attempts
fail? 2I"hl& lesson that has to be
learned is that theatre cannot be
lkept going by government spon-
sorship or by media publicicy or
even by the expenditure of large
sums of money on costumes and
lavish display. Theatre can be
sustained only by audiences who
enjoy and respond to what is put
an the stage, and who are moy-
ed by the revelation of plot and
character in the plays they see.
If the plays do not move audi-
ences, they will not come to the
theatre any more, And no amo-
unt of songs and dances, extran-
eous to the main purpose, will
succeed in drawing them for long.

Nor can the spectacle provid-
ed by sumptuous decor and cost-
umes be a continuous source of
attraction. Some of the best the-
atre traditions In the world, like
those of Japanese Noh and Peking
Opera dispense with stage decor
entirely. And in periods of the
highest creative activity, the the-
atre was poor and was patronis-
ed by the common man, As was
the Elizabethan stage and the
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theatre of Shakespeare which de-
ended on the drama enacted
Eafure the eyes of the audience
and had no use for decor. An-
other example that comes readi-
ly to mind Is that of the theatre
of the Greeks which used few
external trappings, and In cont-
rast the decadent Roman theatre
that followed where spectacle be-

came the most Important ele-
ment.
The Tower Hall tradition of

theatre began in the last decad-
es of the nineteenth eentury with
the arrival in this country of
Parsee musicals meant for the
entertainment of city audiences
of Bombay. They were perform-
ed by Parsee touring companies
who had learmed western stage
craft and were introducing it for
the first time on the Indian
stage., The musicals became popu-
lar because of the stage tricks
they used, for the catchy melo-
dies in them, and for the dances,
a debased form of Kathak, which
they threw in for the purpose of
holding the attention of audien-
ces. Parses musicals toured other
cities of India, visiting Sri Lanka
as well, but at no time were
they held in high esteem by cri-
tics In India or regarded as dra-
ma belonging to a genuine Indian
tradition.

The musicals, although perform-
ed in Urdu and Hindustani, be-
came popular in Colombo as well,
where there was no theatrical
entertainment of any sort for the
Sinhalese—speaking classe,s  and
soon the songs were on peoples’
lips. Plays of the Madagam vari-

ety were bein erformed in
certain parts of the city, but
these were fast going out of
fashion because of cheir inordi-

nate length, because of the same-
ness of the melodles, and because

by Ediriwira Sarachchandra

there were few plays with any
originality In them. Some produ-
cers of Madagams like C. Den
Bastian, took up the new form,
using the Indian melodies and
stringing them together with sto-
ries culled from Sinhalese myth
and legend. This is how the
form now known as the Murtiya,
to distinguish It from the Mada-
gam, came Into belng.

Although In the hands of
C. Don Bastian the Murtiya was
liccle mere than popular enter-
tainment, men llke John de Silva
tried to use the form for more
seriolls purposes. Jlohn de Silva
was a prominent figure in the
Sinhalese Buddhist revival led by
the Anagarika Dharmapala, and
he set about employing the thea-
tre as a vehicle for arousing in
the people a sense of national
identity. By basing his plays en
historical themes and Buddhist
legends he hoped to bring the
hericage of the Sinhalese people
closer to the audiences of his
time. He was the counterpart
in the theatre field of Piyadasa
Sirisena who used the novel and
poetry for the same purpose.
Charles Dias who followed him
{the Tower Hall was originally
built for Charles Dias and It was
later that the plays of lohn de
Silva were performed in It) con-
tinued in the same strain.

But lohn de Silva was no more
a playwright than Piyadasa Sri-
sena was a novelist, Both of
them were sincere nationalists,
but that [s a different matter.
Unfortunately for the Nurtiya,
none of those who wrote in this
style had the slightest idea of
how to treat their themes drama-
tically. All they did was to str=-
ing together their stories by
means of borrowed Hindustani
songs. There was neither any



organisation of plot or any deli-
neation of character. And anyone
who reads the texts of these
plays will see that the dialogue
Is so lame that is doces not pro-
vide the actor with any scope
for character delineation.

The Nurtiya was a form of ur-
ban entertainment that was con-
fined to the lower middle class-
es in the city of Colombo, lts
writer—directors ignored or look-
ed down upon the genuine folk
tradition of Sinhala theatre that was
embodied in forms like the Nada-
gam, Kolam and Sokari, and took
as their model the vulgarised
theatrical form that was brought
to S5ri Lanka by the Parsee
Companies. And since the plays
themselves do not have any dra-

matle content, no amount of
padding or embroidering can
make audiences of today, who

have been treated to better fare,
want to see them,

The only service the Nurtiya
performed was to bestow upon
the Sinhalese a musical tradition
based on the North Indian sys-
tem of Raga music. It is a form
of light but good music, and to
expose people to it would he
one of the ways of initiating
them to the more serious classi-
cal music of India and of enabling
them to cultivate their taste for
something better than the “pop”
songs of today.

The genuine traditions of Sin-
hala theatre are embodied in the
work of the younger playwrights
and theatre men that has been
going on for almost a quarter
century without any patronage
from governments or the rich.
These theatre men have their
reots in the vwillage and were
inspired into creative activity by
the style of the folk theatre.

They have among them play-
wrights of genius as well as actors
of more than ordinary talent.
They have gathered round them
young men Interested in the an-
cillary theatre arts like make-up,

decor, costumes and theatre
music, whe are making a note-
worthy cantribution in  chese

fields. The fact that they write,
produce and put on plays amidst
all the hardships they encounter
today is in itself evidence of
their devotion to theatre and
to their spirit of self-sacrifice.
They are able to carry on be-
cause middle class audiences, in
spite of the fact that they face
dire economic straits, still sup-
port them and flock to see the
plays, paying even twenty-five
rupees for a ticket(a sizable part
of their meagre incomes) because

they enjoy the plays and gain
from them an experlence they
value,

This Is the theatre of today,
poor, but abounding in vitality,
and undoubtedly it will be the
theatre of the future. It is inde-
pendent and thought-provoking,
and it does not seek the patro-
nage of Mudalalis. And perhaps
it is not entirely a fortultous
coincidence that successive govern-
ments have ignored it and have
sought to resuscitate the Tower
Hall “tradition.”” The Tower
Hall theatre s a safe art form.
lt turns ic eyes away from pre-

sent social evils and it bolsters
up the social order. It s, In
other words, a theatre of the

establishment par excellence, and
politicians, little sensitive to art-
istic mateers, would like to em-
brace It for its gocdy-goody con-
tent. The theatre of the young,
on the other hand, shakes people
out of their complacency. It makes
people think. But perhaps it is
better if they are not given too
many opportunities to do so,
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Decentralisation,

and politics

LOCAL GOYERNMENT AND
DECENTRALIZED ADMINISTRATION
IN SRl LANKA By G. R. Tressie
Leitan —

(Lake House Investments
Colombo 1979, pp. 279)

Ltd,

he tendency on the part of

our research scholars, to
concentrate  on constitutional
developments, resulted In the
neglect of a wital aspect of
political development-the develop-
ment of administrative institutions,
Though an attempt has been
made in the recent past, guided
largely by the need to generate
aconomic development, to study
the administrative institutions, It
still remains an unexploited field
which is one of the richest in
terms of the availability of primary
data. Sri Lanka, unlike most of
the developing countries, produces
all sorts of reports; there Is no
Department or Statutory body
about which there is no published
document and the produetion of
reports s a part of a growth
industry. Research in  Public
Adminlstration, though it bescomes
an interest of the large varlety
of wvisiting experts who make a
quiek study to understand the
administrative apparatus, is still
inadequate. Meither the Miniscry
of Public Administration nor the
Academy of Administrative Studies
has shown any Interest in research

in this field, The Academy of
Administrative Studies, in
particular, has displayed an

attachment to techniques and
methods which are currently
employed in Cybernatics and
computer-oriented administra-
tive systems of the highly advan-
ced industrialised societies. The
management and training Institu-
tions assoclated with Goyvernment
Departments have not exerted
efforts to promote research in
this field. MNow an Institute of
Development  Administration
has been set up with foreign
collaboration to promote re-
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search, and the bureaucrats,
who seem to find enjoyment
proliferating institutions, give
their blessings to these struc-
tures even if they are dysfunc-
tlonal in the long run. It s
In. this background that Dr.
Leican has made an attempt to
examina the nature of local
government  Institutions in the
context of the decentralized-or
over—decentralized-system of ad-
ministration in Sri Lanka. Her
study is not exclusively an examin-
ation of the [ocal government
Institutions; the Importance of
this study lies In ts relationship
to the total pattern of decent-
ralized administration and it is
this aspect, in my view, which
deserves analysis and comment.

District Administration, in the
course of its history from the
very inception of Collectorates
and Agents of Revenue In the
early British period, under-went
a serles of changes, some of
which accelerated Iin the three
decades after independence, cul-
minated in the arrival of a
politico-administrative  struc-
ture. 'The consciously felt need
for rapld economic development’
{p. 40) has been the primary
factor in the evolution of this
district administrative structure,
the leadership of which now
resides with a politician, The
parallel departmentalism and the
growth of Department—sponsored
quasigovernmental Institutions of
Rural Development Societies type,
interfered with the overall
supervisory  function of the
Government Agent, and the
Kacheheris, though It remained
the foeal point in the District
administrative apparatus, exper-
iznced an erosion of its functions.
The entry of the politician-the
Members of Parliament—into the
district decision-making process
began with their fermal partleip-
ation in the District Coordina-
ting Committee of the early

fifties, and this body, though it
gave the parliamentarian the
opportunity to decide prioricies
and solve problems relating to
coordination in close association
with the respective heads of
Departments at the district leyel,
established no effective control
over the district bureaucracy.
The need to organise and expedite
the food production programme
and the general emphasis on an
acceleraged programme of agri-
cultural “development brought into
existence the District Poljtical
Authority (DPA) in  September,
973 and cthis represented an
unique innovation in the district
administration of the island. The
DPA, with its Integral relation-
ship to the decentralized budget
and with its direct responsibility
to the Prime Minister's Coordin-
ating Secretariat, gave birth to
a new form of administrative
leadership resulting in minimising
the leadership role of the
Government Agent. The DPA's
direct relationshlp with the PM's
Coordinating Secretariat Immedi-
ately weakened the role of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, which,
from the days of the Donoughmore
Constitution, maintazined a held
ever the districe administrative
apparatus. The changes introduced
by the present Government in
the area of district administration.
Including  the appointment of
District Ministers, have more or
less completed the process and
the present Minlstry of Home
Affairs is a misnomer and anachro-
nism.

The innovation of the Discrict
Ministry System, with its integral
relationship to the Kachcheri
system of district adminiscration,
has created a situation in which
the district machinery is now

directly controlled by the
President. The Prime Minister
has been going round activating

the Districc Ministers and having
conferences In  Kachcheris. and



this again has been done bypas-
sing the Ministry of Home Affairs
which  traditionally, held the
function of supervising the Kach-
cheri administration. The Miniscry
of Home Affairs has now been
reduced to a single Department
-Registrar General's Department.
Administration Branch, Accounts
Branch and the Record Reom of
the Kachcheris are the only sec-
tions which have some relationship
with the Miniscry of Home Affairs
while the remaining functionsare
handled by the branches of the
respective  Departments. The
functions of the Kachcheris, except
in the ecases cited above, are
those relating to Ministries aother
than the Home Ministry, The
establishment of the Ministry of
Flan Implementation with its
respective Planning Units in the
Kachcherls reinforces this argu-
ment that the Kachcherl is no
more a coherent unit,  The recent
shift in  development planning
mechanisms from central planning
to regional planning and the
controlling of regional development
programmes has added a new
dimension inte the area of district
administration,

The local government Institu-
tions, which played a vital role
in the political development of
the country in the period after
1931, experienced no significant
changes in the last two decades.
The need to contfol these
institutions by a Ministerial fiat
led to a variety of anomalies,
some of which were repra-
sented in the Special Commis-
sioner system which the pre-
vious regime inaugurated with
a view to politically controlling
the local bodies: Though this
aspect has not been carefully
treated in this work, Dr, Leitan
subjects the evolutlon of the
system to a detailed examination
in Chapter |l (pp. 46-72). It Is
this Chpater which assists us ro
discover some relevant references
to the proposed changes in the
structure of local government
institutions, and the Provincial
Councils, the establishment of
which was proposed by 5. W.
B. D. Bandaranaike as che
Minister of Local Administration,
have been discussed. This Issue

became a controversial one o
such magnitude that no Government
was able to implement it. The
SLFP, while belieying in the
so—called Bandaranaike policies,
showed no overt committment
to this though its founder was
an ardent advocate of the
proposal.  Dr. Leitan rightly
refers in the same context to
the Draft Regional Council Bill
of 1957; this was partly basad
on the famous Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact. The com-
munal tension and Sinhala chauvi-
nism, which took such forms as
‘death fasts’ and the aborcive
march to Kandy by a segment
of the UNP [ed by 1. R. lJaye-
wardene, resulted in the abrogation
of the Pact in May, |958. The
main source of opposition to
the restructuring of the local
government institutions came
from the WUNP and it was
the same political party which
introduced another bill to
establish District Councils on
the basis of a similar pact.
Again  politics of Sinhala
chauvunism interfered with this
strategy and the move was
abandoned. Thepresent Govern-
ment has now entrusted this
task to a Presidential Commis-
sion. Does its composition
provide any indication that it
would devise a scheme of
devolution with a view to
solving the problems of the
Tamil community?

Dr. Leitan's work, which con-
sists of seven Chaprers with a
useful epilogue, has three Chapters
(Chapters V, VI and VII) which,
In my view, are integral to the
problems in a decentralizad system
of administration which retains
the basic character of the agent
of economic development. Chapter
Y (pp 127-154) makes an exhaus-
tive examination of the adminis-
trative  organisatlon of the
Deparements which, with every
mave towards economic and socjal
development, experienced an ex-
pansion. Functions, In many a
case, have been duplicated and
irrational discribution of functions
Is yet another feature of this
organisation  which has glven
birth to a system of department-
alism (p. 129). lcis at this level

of the administrative apparatus
that institutions and field organi-
satioas have been proliferated to
such a degree that Ilines of
demarcations could not be easily
determined and the other impor-
tant defect is that local bodles
‘are not really associated in any
great degree with the district
adminfstration’, (p. 137) It s
this feature, in my view, which
should partly guide the re-demar-
cation of local government areas
of the country. Dr. Leitan, in
the course of her discussion on
the system of departmentalism,
does not fail to examine the
Departments—sponsorad institu-
tional structures which constitute

the plethora of  village-level
bodles. They are both develop-
ment and welfare-oriented and

it forms yet another aspect of
the system of dep artmentalism.
No rational criteria has gulded
the creation of these institutions
and some of them are utterly
dysfunctional and useless. The
functional and areral considerations
relating to these institutions have
been neglected and Dr. Leitan
exposes their weal linkage wich
a highly bureaucratised adminiscr-
ation. The changing role of ths
Government Agent has  been
analysed in Chapter VI (pp. 165-
201) and its developmznt role-
more than the regulatory adminis-
trative role-has been emphasisad
with the sole purpose of focus-
sing on the changes now taking
place in the district apparatus,
His leadearship role in the area
of coordination s presently the
basic character of this institution
and even this aspect has been
minimised as a result of the
establishment of scructures which
are expected to maintain a close
liaison with the elected member
of Parliament. Chapter Y1 ex-

poses  with some claricy the
established tendency wichin the
politico-administracive  structures

of the district. The member of

Parliament, generally within the
last two decades, got himsalf
inducted into the formal adminis-

trative apparatus and this rale,
though it creates certain amount
of resentment within the bure-
aucracy, has now been accepted.
The ploiticians do not hesitate
to show their ‘concern’ In the
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area of recruitment, transfers and
promotions, political interference,
about which cthere was lot of
opposition a decade or two ago,
is now part of the administra-
tive process. In this kind of
context, certain formal measures
have been taken to socialise the
role of the MP into the formal
administrative structure and the
Job Bank Scheme s one of the
best examples. The MP's infamous
‘chit system' has been given a
legal status through the instru-
ment of the Job Bank which,
in my vlew, was the worst
political invention af this
decade. Mo administrative criteria
can explain its existence., Dr.
Leitan seeks to explain  this
aspect-the arrival of the poli-
ticlan inte the formal scene of
the administration-in terms of
constituency politics (pp 204-206)
This, in my view, [s inadequate
a2 formula because the problems
within the entire social fabric
strengthens his present role as
the accepted trouble shooter.
Mo political party opposes this
role and its acceptance has, to
a certain extent, weakened the

ary government.
in. the political system that no
Government can alter the proced-
ures without making equally
Important adjustments In the total
system., FPRscheme of representa-
tion has been partly devised to
reduce the impact of this role of
the MP, and it Is very unlikely
that this objective will be realised.
These characteristics in the island’s
administrative system, as explained
by Dr. Leitan, have created
conflict-relationship between the
bureaucracy and the politician and
the latter's failure to draw a
distinction between administration
and politics has resulted in a
number of dysfunctional conseq-
uences. The rale of the politician,
in all spheres of activity, cannot
be justified on the basis of hollow
phrases such as popular participa-
tion, participatory management
etc, Yet another aspect is that
the politician's role as a legislator
has heavily deteriorated as a result
of the overt manifestation of his
role as an =active participant of
the administration.

work, has
the deve-

Dr Leitan, in her
not failed to examine

It is so rooted -

lepments in the island's adminis-
trative structure from the point
of view of the mass of theoretical
formulations on the subject of
decentralizatien. She has consulted

all the available sources on the
subject and  certaln relevant
references to systems In other

parts of the world have been made
with a vlew to assessing the
efficacy of the 5ri Lanka system
which is fastmaving in the direction
of a formal administrative organisa-
tien with less local government
oriented parcicipation. In other
words, the democratic base of the
local authoricies has disappeared
to a great extent, resulting in a
system akin to a parallel deparz-
mental structure. This study of
Dr Leitan, therefore, could have

been limited to the process of
decentralization and this aspect
still remains a vital area which
deserves  examination. Despite
such limitations, Dr. Leitan's study
is certain to Invite the attention
of those ‘reformers’ who are
dabbling with this subject of

decentralization and ‘“develution®
with a view to mlving an important
political problem,

entire foundation of parliament-

|
B

WHEAT BRAN

Wheat bran which is an ideal ingredient for Poultry/Cattle

food is available for sale at Rs. [000/- per metric ton ex-stores
Mutwal. Payment to be made in advance to the Commercial

Division at the under mentioned address.

Asst. Commercial Manager,
No: 7, Station Road,
COLOMBO - 3.
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April Insurgency 197] — by Pedi Athula (4)

Splittism and puritanism

by J. Uyangoda

plits have been 2 common

occurence within  the |afr
movement throughout the world,
but Sri Lanka has had more than
it's share. One reason for this
seemingly ridiculous feature is che
fact that our local [afe parties
most often idelogically, and, soma-
times organisationally, are linkad
to some other party or palitical

centre  abroad.  This naturally
Creates a  situation where any
change or split in the lacter

finds Its reflection in the former,
But splits which oceured within
the IVP took ap altogether
different character. As the VP
never had a parentchild relation-
ship  with any party in any
other country, its splits had no
casuzl linkage with the disputes
or splits occuring in such parties,

The first split in the ranks of
the JYP took place somewhere
In March 1970, with Dharmasekara's
expulsion  ar breakaway. The
Wijeweera-Dharmasekara feud s
an important area of study, because

it sheds light on some of tha
peculiar aspects of the Lankan
radical left at this particular
period of time. Firstly, one can
guage the political issues involved
in the dispute, Semndly, such
an examination will show the

particular psychology under which
they acted, and reacted to each
other, during this phasa.

Were there real pelitical issues
in the Wijeweera-Dharmasekars
quarrel? Podi Athula’s book un-
fortunately gives very little help
in finding an answer to this
question. — Of course, there was
2 political issue: Revelutjon? Yes-
then, when and how? |t was
precisely this question thar was
under dispute. As Pod| Athyla cor-
rectly describes (though presently
2 Sinophilic Maoist) Dharmasekara’s
political thinking at thae time
was basically Influenced ang shaped
by the revolutionary romanticisem
of the Cuban experience. Though
Dharmasekars joined Wijewsaera,

he and his
attempted to

group had  always

malntain  their
identity within the JVP. Thare.
fore, it was not unjuscified on
the part of Wijeweera to have
some apprehansions regarding the
activities of this particular cluster
of the newly canverted. According
to Padi Athula, Wijeweera defen.
ded the expulsion, or to yse
the significant JypP terminology,
the “cutting off'’, of Dharmasekara,
alleging that the |atter had
Planned and prepared to launch
an attack on some palice stations,
in the days of Sinhala New Year
of 1970 and to retreat 1o the
Sinharaja forest, [f thie were the
real issues invelved in the climax
of differences between Wijeweera
and Dharmasekara, it again shows
that it was not the social dynamics
but the technical prablems of
the Lankan revolution that played
2 decisive role in the initial
bifurcation of the IVP. At this
peint, it is relevant to recall
that in Russia, all the major
splits occured in the revolu-
tionary movement on issues
which  were directly related
to the fundamental problems
of the revolution, such as basjc
strategic slogans, class align.
ments etc.

Secondly, this was the time of
the so-called threat of a “counter
revolution'. Both Wijewaera and
Dharmasekara believed that a
counter—revolutionary take over
of state-power would be imminent
on the eve of the 1970 General
Elections. And they anticipated
that such a move on the parc
of the ruling classes would ba a
prelude to the armed struggle —

or to the revolution, as they
understood it. Now the tension
created in the minds of these

people by the ‘‘threat” of the
counter revolution and the angi-
cipation of a resultant revolution
was such that it was natural for
Wijeweera and Dharmasekara to
have suspicions and, at least,
reservations about each other's

“RESEARCH

credibility and capability. On che
one hand, Dharmasekara had lost
confidence in Wijeweera becayse
ha (Dharmasekara) thought that
ijeweera was not prepared to
launch the armed struggle at the
earliest possible opportunity. Op
the other hand, Wijeweera was
highly suspicious about Dharma-
sekara, because he belived that
the latter would artack some
police stations with the alm of
destroying the JVP and himsalf
(Wijeweera), It is Interesting 1o
recall chat both charged and
counter—charged each other as
‘false—precenders’ to the revolu-
tionary leadarship of this councry.
Howaver these suspicions and
reservations may be justified or
not, It reveals the extent to
which the tension, excitemeant
and momentum that was daye-
loping in the psychology of thesa
two personalities and their follg.
Wers at chat particular period.

The second major  split, ar
more accurately, factional struggle
in the JVP, besan to develop in
the lacter half of tha y2ar-|970,
This time the people involvad in
this quarrel were Wijeweera's
closest lieutenancs. It js Interest-
ing to note that in this second
split, no  political, theoretical
or tactical issue at all was in-
volved. The Immedijate concern
Was some minor jssue regarding
so-called “'revelutionary ethics',
Though it may seem Irrational
and childish, this antipathy tow-

ards love and sex is nor somae-
thing new and strange. When
the leadership, cadre and the

membership of the movement came
mainly from the Eeographieal areas
where indegenous traditional cul-
ture and wvalues sejl| pravall, the
old puritanism filters through the
communistic ethics. This is exac-
tly what happened as far as VP
puritanism is concerned.

Having read Podi Athula's BX-
ceptionally long and detailed des-

(Coutinued on Page 28)
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FREE ISSUE OF

SCHOOL TEXT BOOKS

The Government has decided to issue School
Textbooks free of charge to all students in Govern-
ment Schools from Kindergarten to Grade 10.

2. It is proposed to begin the distribution of
text books on the 16th of January 1980, which will
be the date on which schools will-open for the
new Year,

3. In order to make use of books which arc now
with School children and book sellers, this Ministry
proposes to re-purchase the following books pub-
lished by the Educational Publications Department

at the rates indicated below:—

TEXT PRICE
SINHALA Rs. Cts.
Sinhala 1 New Textbook Series of the Ministry of Education  1.50
Sinhala 2 ,, i AT B e i 3.00
Sinhala 3 ,, i R R Y (s rs 5.00
Sinnala 4, 4 s TR B v .00
Sinhala § (Book Five) A et i 5.00
Sinhala 6 Mew Textbook Scries of the ¥linistry of Education  5.00
Sinhala 7 ,, " Treaniknil s w375
Sinhala 8 > T " 6.00
Sinhala @ ,, o o Dy ey " 7.50
Ganitha Pehunuwa — Deveni Sreniva 4.00
Ganitha. Pubunuwa — Tunveni Sreniya 4.30
Ganitha Pubunuwa — Hatharaveni Sreniva 4.00
Ganitha Puhunuwa — Pasveni Sreniyva 4.50
TAMIL
Tamil 1 Mew Textbook Series of the Ministry of Education  2.00
Tamil2 o A T e LR i 3.00
Tamil3d ,, ¥ TR T i e " 5.75
Tamil 4. + T o AT s o 6,00
Tamil Malar—5 (Book Five) 8.00
Tamil 6 New Textbook Series of the Ministry of Education  5.75
Tamil 7 5 e L 1 6.00
Tamil 8, i T e 0 7 3t 7.00
Tamil 8 ,, T T F T - - o 6.25

TEXT PRICE
TAMIL Rs. Cis.
Kanitha Payitsi 2 4.75
Kanitha Pavyitsi 3 4,50
Kanitha Pavitsi 4 5.00
Kanjtha Pavitsi 5 7.00
EMGLISH
English Step One .75
English Step Two 3.25
English Step Three 3.75
An English Course for Grade Six 4.50
An English Course for Grade Seven 6.30
An English Course for Grade Eight 5.00
A NWew English Course for Grade Nine 6.00
An English Course for Grade Ten 5,50

4, In the purchasing of books no distinction will
be made between new and second-hand books.
However books that have been defaced or books that
do not have the [ull number of printed pages, will
not be re-purchased.

5. All Regional Directors, Chief Education Officers,
Circuit Education Officers and Principals of Schools
have been authorised to re-purchase the above
mentioned books at the rates indicated in this
Notice.

6. Further details regarding the distribution of
books will be announced by this Ministry through
the Radio and Press from time to time,

7. [Instructions have already been issued to Regi-
onal Directors regarding the manner in which books
should be distributed in Schools in their Regions.
All Circuit Education Officers and School Principals
are requested to contact the Regional Director/Chief
Education Officer, in case instructions resarding
purchase of books have not yet been conveyed to
them.

Sarath Amunugama,
Secretary,

Ministry of Education Services,
26th November, 1979,
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Of scripture and prophets

hintaka replying (LG, Nov 15)
ta m}" commentcs on argument
by quotation, says this is nece-
ssary when discussing a question

like *What is the correct Marxist-
Leninist pesition en ...
This was precisely the view |

was arguing against. For me, advo-
cating X as ‘the correct Marxist-
Leninist positions® on Y involves
demonstrating that X is consistent
with or leads to the goal of socia-
list revolution. Fer Chintaka, it
involves showing that X |s in
keeping with the teachings of the
prophets.

Since some of Chintaka's pro-
phets are anathematised by other
Marxlsts, this approach usually leads
to disputes as tiresome and sterile
as the theological battles berween
rival sects of Christians about
which of them represents the true
Church.

As far as | am concerned, an
argument about what is ‘the
correct Marxist— Leninist position’
on same questicn s not one to be
settled by appeal to any authority —
not even Lenin's. After all, there
have been great Marxists (e.g. Rosa
Luxemburg ) who have disagresd
with. Lenin on several matters.
It so happens that | think Lenin
was right on most of them, but
I would still regard this as some-
thing to be established by argu-
ment, not assumed by an act of
faith in Lenin’s infallibilicy.

I regard Marxism as simply the
most useful tool of social analysis
that has been evolved, and |
believe we should be able to ap-
ply it in the light of our reason
and our understanding of the
world and society. WWe can cer-
tainly take lessons from the great
Marxists in the methods of using
this tool, but to go to them for
ready—made answers seems to me
inconsistent with the proper cri-
ticzl and creative spirit of Marxism
itself,

To' treat one or the ' other
Marxist movement as the sole
repository of unquestionable truth
{ == Chintaka and many others of

various Marxist persuations do) Is
to turn: Marxism into a religion,
complete with eorthodoxies and
heresies, dogmas and anachemas,
saints and devlls —and this is, of
course, one of the depressing fea-
tures of many Marxist movements
the world over,

But another result, which is
characteristic especially of Sri Lan-
ka Marxism, is that we have im-
posed on us Leninist, Trotskyist,
Stalipist, Maolst and = Guevarist
models of theary and practice
which weren't derived from an
analysis of the particular relations
of production and class  structure
of Sri Lankan society., Chintaka's
belief that one can determine
what is ‘the correct Marxisc—
Leninist position ' on any question
by locking up in the sacred books
what Lenin said in 1917 or Stalin
said in |924 is symptomatic. It
was Lenin  himself who on a
celebrated occasion quoted Helne,
*Theory is grey, my friend ; the
tree of life is always green.'

Blaclk and white

What was said in my last col-
umn about the social acticudes pro-
moted by children's fiction has a
bearing on Handaya, the Sinhala

film released for IYC. The bad
guys are dark-skinned and ook,
behave and talk like authentic

slum kids ; the good puys are fair—
skinned and |ook, behave and talk
like well brought—up middle—class
children (although they live in a
shanty with a drunkard father},
and they have a white man and
his small son to befriend them.

| think it also rather unfortu-
nate that in a children's film a
midget with deformed legs should
be east a5 a villian because it creates
undesirable attitudes towards phy-
sical abnormalities in the minds of
children. And must we bring to
children too that stersotype figure
of the Sinhala screen — the Muslim
who talks Sinhala with an exagge-

ratedly comic accent (I have yet
ta see a Sinhala film with' a
Muslim character treated other-

wise.) ?

Touchstone
Those who saw the children's
fllms screened earlier this vyear
by two visitors from the British

Children’s Film Foundation will rem-
ember how carefully these films avoi-
ded anything likely to create class ar
racial prejudices, or combat such
prejudices without becoming did-
actic and without sacrificing any-
thing in story intrests, excitement
or humour. If we are going to
make children’s films regularly
{and Titus Thotawatte must be
commended at least for making a
start ) , we must be watchful about
the sacial images and attitudes
they create or reinforce in child-
ren’s minds.

Solution
Here is the solutian to ths
palindrome problem in the last

column :

In answer to Adam's introduction
of himself, ‘Madam, I'm Adam,'
Eve simply bowed and said, ‘Eve.r

Cannibalism -
White & Black

In the article by W.P,
Vittachi on the above subject

para 2 in column one should
have read:

“Mew, although neither Idi
Amin nor Bokassa can be said
to adorn the image of the
African race, and no doubt
betwean cthem killed off chou-
sands of innoacent human beings,
they cartainly did net achicve
the levels of flagitiousness of
a Hitler 2nd Stalin whe counted
their victims not in thousands
but in millions, But Hielar
was white. Despite well-docu-
mented avidance no one balisves
that a white can be cannibal
wherezs in the case of a black
gll you have 1o do is show an
unusual degree of wickedness
In him for everybody 1o ba
ready to believe he is canniba- |

listic, However hated and
reviled Hitler and Stalin were
in their day (excepr by the |
trus-bellavers) no one aver
thought of accusing them of
cann{balism

(— Ed.)
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Lenin - Stalin disagreements

“I MUST SAY that | write
without adherence to any cult—
Stzlinise, Trotskyist or any other.’,
This statement of Mr. Reggie
Siriwardena is most heartening,

My Interpretation of Lenin's
disagreements with Stalin  have
an unimpeachably anti-5talinist

source of confirmation: —Georgi
Piatakov, Piatakov, as Mr. Siri-
wardena doubtless is aware, was
a Bolshevik leader once clusel}f
associated with Bukharin. He
was also a leading personality of
a ‘leftist’ faction (headed by
Trotsky) which included Radek,
Serebriakoy, Krestinsky, laffe

and Rakovsky. This ‘Left’ faction

finally encompassed 75 leading
Bolsheviks, who were Ilater ex.
pelled from the party. (Piatakov

was of course executed in 1937
after having been convicted for
treason.) In 1928, Platakov wss
appointed Soviet trade representa-
tive in Paris. Here he had long
conversations with M. Malentinoy,
who in 1904, was a conpstant
companion of Lenin in Geneva,
pricr to joining the Mensheviks,
(After the Revolution, Yalentinov
returned to Russia, worked in
the early 1920's for the Soviet
government, then went abroad
and spent the rest of his long

life as an emigre). Valentinov
published an account of his 1928

discussions with Platakov in an
article  which Mr' Siriwardena
could profitably peruse In the
original Russian. (“Sut® bol ‘she-
vizmr v izobrazrenii lu. Plata-
kova" - Novy Zhuanal, No 52,
1951).

Piatakovy admitted that he
himself and many others of the
Bolshevik Politburo, considered

28

Meadership,

Lenin's last articles ‘unfortu-
nate’. They were written, he
said, under the influence of
Lenin's depressing final sickness
Mo one who knew him well
could take their contents to
represent his real views, His
authentic outlook had found.
expression only in one of the
last articles: “Our Revolution.

This view of Piatakov, fully
corroborates the intepretation.
| offared. Stalin's body may lie

a-mouldering in the grave beneath
the Kremlin wall (not quite where

splittism - & &
{ Continued from Page 25)

cription of the incidents of ro-
mance and betrayals, the reader
might ask himselfi How did such
a big crisis occur on such a tri-
vial matter? The explanation im-
plied by Pedi Athula may be as
follows: This  ultra=puricanism,
though it seems trivial to the
outsiders, had atremendous bear-
ing upon the collective psychology
of the JVP, and that, therefcre,
the violation of ‘thely principles’
by the leader himself had been
an unbearable and unexpected
shock to the ordinary members
as well as ©o the second-rank
Y et, there is another
aspect of the problem to which
no one seems to have given
thought so far. When we set
this second factional struggle,
centred on puritanism, against the
actual chronological setcing of the
metamorphosis of the movement,
we can see that some kind of
crisis within the movement was
inevitable and logical at this
Eartlr_u!arjuncture. The movement
egan In 1267 as an underground
movement and till the early part
of 1970 it remained so. All the
leaders, cadres, and membears had
been trained and accustomed rto
wark essentially in a clandestine
manner. In March 1790, VYWijeweera,
is taken in to custody, and the
movement begins to work openly,
at least, to a limited extent. From

by Chintaka

Krushchchey consigned it), but
his face is back on the Sovtiet
calendar and screen, his portraic
continues to adorn Peking's Tien
An Mien Sqnare, his statue remains
in Albania and Mongolia, while
his name is present in the writings
and speeches of Vietnam's leaders.
My view that Stalin's errors were
far outweighed by his positive
historical  achievement, is In
accordance with the views of all
revolutionary leaders from Castro
and Che, to Hexha, Mao, Ho
Chi Minh and Le Duan.

July 1970, it officially begins ro
function ‘above ground'. Now the
developments in the transitional
pericd between two phases—clande-
stine and open political activities-
and the first few months of the
second phase, might have had a
crucial effect on the minds of the
JWPers. Accustomed te the dark
vell of secrecy, now they are ex-
posed to the fresh winds of open
politics. The IYP as a movement,
and its members as individuals,
had to adapt to the new situa-
tion. It Is not unsafe to assume
that some should have been able
to adapt and some not. As for
Wijeweera, beginning at the Vid-
yodaya University in the evening
of the [4th luly, 1970, the new
role as the movement's foremost
public speaker was very much an
easy going one. But his ljeu-
tenants, such as Sanath, Karuna-
rathne and Loku Athula, were
faced with a new dilemma. Accor-
ding to division of labour decided
upon, their activities were still
to remain underground, although
the movement now goes open.
They might not have been able
to adjust themselves to this new
dual role of the movement. It
was precisely this maladjustment
that began to he expressed as a
dissatisfaction towards YVijeweera.
In a situation where the persons
involved were not capable of pos-
ing their challenge politically or
theoretically, it was the ques-
tion of “revolutionary ethics' that
became the wvehicle of discontent.



PIONEERS
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CEYLON RESINOPLASTICS

64, Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha

COLOMBO - 7.

Phone: 28673,
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LTD.,
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Chasifable Tund

Trustees:

Cyril Gardiner
Mrs. Mavis

Mrs. Mangalam St.
George
Joseph A. Aloysius
Dr. Dennis
Dr. Hubert
Peter Aloysius
Rs. 656,863.00
Donations upto
7-7-79.
President’s Cyclone

Gardiner
Mrs. Anne Aloysius

Aloysius
Aloysius

(=

Cables : TWOSEVENS CBO.

— Telex 1160 TWOSEVENS CBO.
7 . : Phone : 26181
! (;:‘lng"‘,““"' Regd. Off : BOX 330
2 7he Alsysiuss’ 323, UNION PLACE,
| COLOMBO 2,

SRI LANKA CEYLON.

Charitable Fund of Fs. 100,000 to
help the poorest of the poor.
Jo be inaugurated on the 178t Poya
Day in the 80’8 Jue. 1.1.80.
FOUR OBJECTIVES

v 000, A, To assist 100 of the poorest of the poor to help themselves.
St'wjn?sgg.%os g ol B. To provide employment for 100 persons.

s C. To minimise the evils of Tobacco, Alcohol and gambling, thereby
St. Peter’s College improving mental, physical, spiritual and economic health of 100
(LA L young persons. : '
étl.l.fuaégss D. To perpetuate religious harmony

8 % 10,630 2. Rs. 100,000

gzjsi)r;?:ony,s Esz;lléo%éocoeo m‘iﬂ be invested for 100 families chosen from the vicinity of the
Christ Church Qtel and the Autodrome.

Jify Mowlana Trust 3 MAJOR RELIGIONS

Ramakrishna Mission

The families will be chosen by the major religions given below in alphahetical

35’60(5)%})0 order; Buddhism (YMBA Col. 8), Catholism (Holy Rosary Church Col. - 2),
M;xhi]a Samithi Christianity (Christ Church Col. 3), Hinduism (Ramakrishna Mission Col. 6),
58.535.00 Islam (Jiffry Mowlana Trust Col. 12), to whom applications should be addressed.
Child & Youth Welfare
55’1290.00 4, INVESTMENTS
Prithipura Rs. 100,000 would be invested in the National Savings Bank or any other
22,915.00 institution a;ceptable to each institution. The annual income from the Fund
Leprosy which should be between Rs. 18,000 and Rs. 24,000 will be used exclusively to
:371"9319“0@ assist 100 of the poorest of the poor.

11 5
17,902.00 5. YEARS OF BIRTH ; :
f{g:groo Applications should be made to these institutions and 20 families will be chosen
CNAPT by each of 5 institutions, making 100 of the poorest of the poor, of which
17,700.00 four (making 20) should be born in one of the five years 1967 —7I.

Gty Conds 6. NO ALCOHOL, TOBACCO OR GAMBLING ‘

]Corié:o%l%c(i) Children The families chosen must not permit alcohol, smoking or gambling in their homes.
Retarded Children 7. EMPLOYMENT

5,000.00

Human Rights Fund
5000.00

Miscellaneous
3,992.00

Rs. 656,863 00"

Rs. 100,C00 00 1.1.80

Rs. 756,863.00

Preference will be given to these 100 children when choosing employees for
the GFH and Autodrome, provided they are total abstainers from alcohol and
tobacco - and don’t gamble and are physically fit, adequately educated and
acceptable in regard to character. ;

Giving does not make -you poorer

What we gave, we have:
~Not giving does not make you richer.

What we spent, we had:
What we left, we lost:

SUPPORT CHARITIES @ ‘GROW E»FOJOD,G CONSERVE WATER @ STOP SMOKING
@ AVOID ALCOHOLISM @ KEEP FIT @ -DONT GAMBLE.
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