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Planter Raj

A return to the raj? This is
the ominous note which veteran

trade unjon organiser C. V.
Velupillai strikes in o memo to
President . R. Jayewardene.
Writing on beholf of the inde-
pendent  National  Union of
Warkers Velupillai takes up an
issue raised by Minister 5.

Thondaman's CWC earlier.

Warkers are being assaulted,
harassed and shot ot on estotes
which are manoged by 5State
organisations. The NUW wants
an immediate inquiry Into a
widespread grievance which took
a tragic turn in mid—Movember
with the death of a young plan-
tation worker, the victim of a
shot-gun blast by a man described
as a ‘security’ guard. As the
LG reparted, several leading trade
unions launched a protest poster
campaign In Kandy.

With a fall in total tea
production and yield per acre,
Sri Lanka can ill afford labour
unrest in the plantations.

Tea and Mo Sympathy

“NEGOTIATION.... When it
works, both sides win'' is the
cheerful front-cover announce-
ment of a recent number of
HORIZON, a USIA publication.
With o lead article by Walt
Rostow, the magazine parades
the hapeful possibilities of inter-
national negotiations on economic
matters.

UNCTAD’s  Secretary-General
Dr. Gamani Corea who was home
for Christmass  would  hardly
pause to raise a cheer for such
rosy claims. To the preat delight
of fiercely competitive tea produ-
cers, the evident surprise of
many diplomats in Geneva and
the dismay of US and UK,
the two Dbiggest consumers,
UNCTAD got through a negotiated
ogreement which covers export
guotas coupled with a buffer
stock. The aim of course Is
to stabilise reasonable prices.
Though the Labour government
in Britain. favoured the idea of

export quotas, nothing Is known
so far of the official Tory view.
However the United States s
openly opposed to the concept
of "‘remunerative prices”. And
why? Becouse it would mean a
transfer of resources from consu-
mers to producers. In  shart,
fet the poor and exploited remain
poor and exploited while the
rich inherit the earth. Hallelujah!

Nothing but The Truth

A NLSSP university wit haos
invented o US—factory fresh slogan
from an  in-joks. “'DEFEND
THE LSSP SIX' it runs.

The LSSP Six, evidently, refer
to the ‘dissident’ group within
the party’'s C. C. who resist
the resurgent Trotskyist-Titoist
line which is not merely anti-

Saviet but tilts towards the
SLFP. Some weeks ago the
LSSP oddressed a letter to the
Czech outhorities on  the  trial

of a Czech dissident.

1 On the [5th anniversary of
the CP Paper ATHTHA (Truth)
Professor Carlo Fonseka was a
bit surprized when he was invited
to oddress the public meeting
celebrating the event. In a
speech which took only a couple
of minutes, he said that he
cannot conceal the truth about
the 'Truth’, It was the best
Leftwing paper in the country.
And that included of course the
[SSP's ewn paper. He hoped he
would not get into mare troublel

5-T Debate

The Stolin-Trotsky debate Is
once again forcing the LSSP and

CP onto the different sides of
the barricades. While [eading
I55P members, such as Anil

Moonesinghe have been writing
tributes in the press to the old
idol, the CP's paper ‘Aththd'
pubhshcd‘ an editorial on Stalin
on the Zlst December, the
day the Galle election results

were annotnced. December 30th
is the Stalin anniversary. Thepa-
per also had o front page story
and a cente
Stalin.

article on

page

Reader’s Review

| have been a close reader
of your feeund jeurnal for the
past year and wish to make
the following “critico-recomms-
endatary’ comments in good
faich:

LG has taken on too much
of the flavour of political jargon
e.g. “in terms of Marxist
epistemology, this exclusively
‘case-by-case' approach renders
It impossible to move from
purely perceptual level to the
conceptual level in the process
of cognition.” (Chintaka in LG
Mov. 15,'79). Good heavens!
| am not exactly recommending
that your writers read Brooks
and “Warren's Fundamentals
of Good Writing but just
requesting a prudent use of
good sense. and consideration
for the Inner ear of the reader.

The pseudo literary-intellec-
tual exchanges between Dr.
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Costain de Yos and his buddies
{though initially stimulating)
have become = sort of literary
mutual  masturbatory (bad
words?) pastime and a bore,
This bad habit should be
stopped forthwith.

We request that your film
reviews and book reviews be
more helpful to us by presenting
what the film or book Iis
about racher than used as
pedestals on which to stand
the reviewer's own particular
idal.

RS should be able to concede
an occasional factual error
more gracefully without necessa-
rily compremising his intellectual
eminence. We owurselves had
Dickens’ Bleak House in the
Peradeniya syllabus over 20
years ago—a long time before

the Leavises came out with
their book on Dickens.
You need a good regular

cartoonist to visually present
the current  political-secial
evants, | am sure LG ean
now afford to pay one considering
its extensive popularity. 5ri
Lanka has not had a cartoonist
worth a cackle since Collette
left.

Patrick Jayasuriya
Peradeniya.

Too Scholastic

| returned to «£he island
after an absence of two years
and chanced upon a number
of back Issues of your journal.
It was Indeed a pleasure to
read them. The style and
format as well as the contents
were all quite interesting and
provocative, There was in
addition the sharp and under-
cutting unic and satire too!

Yet at the end of the reading,
| was overcome by a profound
sadness, The cause of this was
the so-called debate between
Davidlothikumar and Chintaka,
It had an all-too familiar ring:
the sterile scholasticism albeit
of a marxist rather a shamist
variety, the week-kneed appeal
to the authority of long dead
Russians and even forscok the
resuscitation of Lenin's death

bed wishes and god help us, |'

his subjectivities! What a
spending of spirit and a waste
of words!

While 2 number of queries
can be raised about all the
contributions | will merely
raise twao: a) If neicher Trotsky
nor Stalin had discussed the
“national question” and If
indeed the Georglan issue had
not cropped-uP. would  your
commentators have had nothing
tosay on the justice or otherwise
of the claims made by the
Tamils? Or in the alternative,
if Stalin had denied the right
of the natlenal minorities to
selfdetermination and Trotsky
had approved of it, would it
mean that automatically the
respective adherents of these
two Russian  leaders  would
follow the same line here?
Surely without either the
experience or the wise words
of the masters David, lothikumar
and Chintaka can come to
independent and criginal conclu-
slons about the problems in
Sri Lanka?

The second issue | want to
raise concerns methodology
too. Despite the impressive

erudition of Chintaka, | think
he is in error on the Issue
af empiricism in Marxist episte-
mology. Marxism as a method
does seelk to discover and
display the underlying structure
af social reality and invariably
such structures are found to
be uniferm irrespective of the
particular empirical instance of
such a reality. MNeaverthless
this does not mean that
Marxist methodology eschews
evidence and the systematic
examination of conerete Instan-
ces. Surely any other approach
would be tantamount to a
search for the great spiric of
history!

The finest minds of my
generation were driven into
the madness of social chauvinism
by the utter sterility of the
sorc of debate that your
protagonists have undertaken.
It is surely time to move on
and contemplate the new social
reality that is the world and
analyse for example Sri Lankan

history and ideclogy vis-a-vis
the Tamils and Sinhalese.

R. 5. Perulianayagam
Manipay.

Mot anti-Chinese,
nor pro-Albanian.

In Lanka Guardian, VOL. 2,
Mo, |4 of Moy 15, [979 there
are several factuzlly-incorrect
references to the newly—formed
United Fronc Mava Janata Pera-
muna in which Mava Lanka
Communist Party is a partner.

In p.5 of the said issue, in
the column “A second Left
Front” there isa reference to
the =aid Front, as being
“opposed to U. S. imperialism,
Soviert social-imperialism and
the policies of the present
Chinese leadership." Though
it is a fact cthat we are
opposed to U. 5. imperialism
and Soviet seclal-imperialism
it is incorrect to say that we
are opposed to the policles
of the present Chinese leader-
ship. What we have said in
our joint declaration is that
we find it difficult to agree
with the policies of the present
leadership in China.

We must reiterate what we
have said in our interview
given to L. G. which appeared
in L.G. of March [, 1979,

Then in the same Issue in
p. 22,in Gamini Yapa's Inter-
view, there is a reference to

us as 5-pro  Albanian Maolst
groups. As for the Nava Lanka
Communist FParty we must

cncegnrica]]}f state that we are

not a pro-Albanian or pro-
Chinese Maoist group.

There is another reference
in p.23 which Is worse. It

says, "'They have also gradually
dropped the term Mao Tsetung
thought (For eg. Shan's CCP,
Mava Lanka C.P. ete)”’ Mava
Lanka Communist Parcy has
not dropped Mao Tsetung
thought. We firmly believe
in the truth and correctness
of Mao Tsetung thought.

A. Gunesekera

M. L. C. P. President.
{Continned on Page 5)




After Galle, the re-shuffle?

o J. R, whose critics regard
Sas something of a political
calculating machine, and W. Dahe-
nayake, old school master and
veteran parliamentarian knew their
arithmetic and worked out the
sums to near—perfection. Top
marks, No need for standardisa-
tion The UNP's 15,000 last time
plus Daha's own 10,000 make25,000.
Dzha got 22,377 and a majority of
13,000 — a staggering figure con-
sidering that the Opposition parties
and some UNP'ers too were expec-
ting a strong ‘protest’ vote, mainly
on the day-to-day impact of the
UMNP's economic policies, rising
prices, subsidy cuts etc.

Picking on a non-UNP'er could
not have been an easy cholce for
the party boss. But having silen-
ced his critics, he can now sit back
and smile. For the 77 year old
bachelor Daha the return to par-
liament, his real home, is the finest

Mew ‘Year gift he could have
wished for.
The 75% poll was quite low,

particularly for a by-election. And
this makes arithmetical break-down
difficule. But there's the temptation
to see the 3000 votes lost by the
UMP - Daha combine from the
25,000 in 1977 as the increase in
the SLFP vote from 6,448 to 9,365,
Mot much of a swing to please the
SLFP. |n fact, it's bound to cause
some soul-searching in the SLFP
over the last-minute switch from
Kulatilleke to Dias. IR himself
made much of the SLFP's candidate's
political and perscnal record, as
2 UMP'er and a police officer in
1971.

Another temptation is to see
the LSSP's 4,314 in 1977 now split-
ting up between the Independent
{(JVP in fact) Bopage's 3,366 and the
L5SP's pitiful 634.

What sort. of critical appraisal
ill the LSSP make! When the
Idest party in the country was
ped our of the NSA, with, its
m=—zime glants falling like nine-
=3, the guestion was raised whe-
er it had nearly exhausted itself
2 significant electoral force.

v O0dof
ik
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But it remained the major force in
the Left movement — a position
vigorously and confidently challen-
ged by the JVP's Wijewesra. Both
have lest their deposits but the
JWP, contesting the first parliamen-
tary by-election has performed
exceedingly well. Does this mean
that the LSSP will adjust itself to
the idea that It ean no longer claim
pre-eminence in the Left move-
ment? Or will it be dragged by
Euro—communises, Titolsts (quondam
Trotskylsts) and others towards
the SLFP?

House - owning

he mail bags carrled to the

Housing Ministry complex at
Chitcampalam Gardiner Mawatha
last week were unusually heavy.
The letters were all addressed to
the Chairman of the MNartlonal
Housing Development Authority,
a one of several new agencies
created by the Prime Minister,
who is also the Minister of Hou-

sing, in order to face an urgent
challenge.
"“Foreigners Only”, “Sujtable

for Fareigneers and similiar res-
trictive labels are now a familiar
feature in newspaper advertis-
ments. Though it rouses the
rightecus ire of the national-mind-
ed citizen, this recent phenomenon
is an inevitable by product of so-
cio-economic change and its Im-
pact on urban housing. With the
advent of foreign business and the
influx of foreign personnel, the
middle and upper-middle class
are being rapidly driven out of
the city. Even those with inheri-
ted property find it more profi-
table to rent out their houses
and move away from the quieter,
more pleasing areas of Colombo.

For the urban poor, it has
always been slums or steady re-
treat further and further away;
southwards or inland. Then It

NEWS
'BACKGROUN

Commenting on the LSSP's polls
strategy, the LG. in its issue of
Movember [5th predicced that
s'the LSSP stands in danger of
repeating its experience of the
Colombe municipal polls.” In its
December lst jssue the LG went
on to state that “if the current
round of campus polls are anything

to go by, then Rehana Wijeweera's
claim that his party is the biggest
within the Left movement and the
third biggest in the country seems
to be well founded."

meritocracy?

was the turn of the middle class
especially the salaried to beat the
same retreat into greater suburbia,
Finally, even the comparatively high-
income “meritocracy’” has had to
join the exodus. A house-owning
democracy” is a forgotten slogan
of more relaxed times.

of a
groups

A hundred grievances
dozen important soclal
fuelled cthe Iranian revolution.
But it was when the educated
“westernised” lranian joined the
anti-Shah movement that the
Shah's fate was sealed, The Iranian
professor, doctor, engineer and
civil servant had watched the
physical "take-over' of Teheran
by “foreigners only'. The swollen
city became an exploding megale-

polis ...... the pattern  In
Calro, Djakarta, Manila, Karachi
etc. |s Colombo to become part

of this pattern? Ina pre-emptive
scrike Premier Premadasa is trying
to find decent housing for at
least a few thousand middle-upper—
middle class SriLankans in Colombo

while Jayvewardenapura is  being
buile. "“Castles in the air' snorts
the cynlc. But senior officials of

the Ministry say confidently “The
dream will become a reality ....
wait and see'’.



HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

In Colombo

hile Human Rights Day
this year was marked as
usual in the capital city by formal
ceremonies, Its observance in

Jaffna assumed an  exceptional
character, with active popular par-
ticipation being a noteworthy
feature.

Buddhism and Rights

In his message, the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr. R. Premadaza observed:
“It 1s an lIroniec fact that the
importance of this day Is left
uncbserved, or treated casually,
both in countries where Human
Rights are held to be inviclate
as well as in those countries
where only lip service is paid to
basic, funJ;mentaI human rights.
In the former, basic human rights
are taken so much for granted
that no ene seriously thinks that
it can be lost if the people are
not vigilant., In the latter, it
goes without saying why those
who have denied the people
their rights should be reluctant
to draw attention to this fact,

“We, in Sri
fortunate in this respegt,
not in a modern political
these human values have been
accepted by us for more than
two thousand five hundred years.”

The local UM Resident Repre-
sentative jssued a message from
the Secretary-General in which
Dr. Kurt Walheim noted: "“Massive
violations of human rights are
still & painful  reality. The
dignity and worth of the human
erson cannot be considered to
ave attained its due recognition
in aworld in which racial, ethnic
or religlous discrimination still
persist, the due process of law
Is lgnored or terture practised.
Freedom from fear is yet to
become a reality throughout the
globe.”

Lanka have been
Though
sensa

Disturbing

1979 was both *'a disappointing
and 2 disturbing year" said the

4

Civil Rights Movement of Sri
Lanka in its press statement,
The CRM's chairman is Rc. Revd.
Lakshman Wickremasinghe, Bishop
of Kurunegala, and its Secretary
is Mr. Desmond Fernando, attorney
—at-law and one-time Bar Council
. Secretary.

The CRM statement highlights
the following facts and trends:

1) Srl Lanka did not sign the
UN Covenent on Civil and Political
Rights.

2) The failure to introduce
independent machinery to investi-
gate public allegations against the

police. The public must still make
such complaints to the police
themselves.

3) The much-publicised Om-

budsman Bill did not see the light
of day.

4) The interpretation (Amend-
ment) Act of 1972 which seriously
restricts the rights people formerly
enjoyed to obtain redress against
abuse of gavernmental power which
the present ruling parcy strongly

criticised in opposition remains
unrepealed.
5) The Criminal Procedure

(Special Provisions) Law imposes
many restrictions on ball,

6) In the International Year of
the Child we introduced corporal
punishment for juveniles and adults,

7) In the field of freedom of
expression, the state-run media
continued to be subservient and
extremely selective in reporting.
The keynote speech of Jose Diokno
at the LAWASIA conference was
virtually blacked out while coplous
extracts were published of the
other speeches, The Press Coun-
cll Law, condemned and challenged
by the ruling party when in oppo-
sition remains unrepealed.

B) The Second Amendment con-
cerning MP's who resign or are

expelled is still an interference
with freedom of consclence and the
1979 amendment has an element
of political discrimination,

9) The Essential Services Act
Is the most disturbing measure
directed against trade union rights.

I0) The extension of the Tiger
Law (passed in [978 as a temporary
measure) the Preyvention of Terro-
rism Act and the declaration of
emergency all show drastic depar-
tures from democratic norms which
cannot be justified on the grounds
of *natlonal security’ or ‘terrorism.’

H. R. O. petition

At Its New Town Hall meeting
the Human Rights Organisation
claimed to be the only body mark-
ing Human Rights Day with a public
meeting in Colombo, HRO used
the occasion to launch a campalgn
demanding that the Govarnment
sign the two Convenants of the
United Mations relating to human
rights (which would oblige it to
bring its own laws and practices
into conformity with them) as well
as the Optional Protocol to the
Convenant of Civil and Political
(Rights which would enable acitizen
whose rights had been viclated to
complain te the UN Committee on
Human Rights). HRO explained that
the object of this campaign was
to make clear to the psople the
gulf between internationally accep-
ted principles of human rights and
those embodied inour Constitution.

HRO's Secretary, Sunila Abeyese-
kera, presented a petition (which
was circulated for signature) asking
that the practice of stating on
birth certificates whether parents
were married or unmarried be
stopped since [t casta stigma on
illegitimate children, and IYC would
be a particularly appropriate occa-
sion to call for the ending of this
practice,

Other resolutions passed at the
meeting demanded the lifting of the
state of emergency in Jaffna and the



guaranteeing of full human rights
to Tamil-speaking people through-
out the country, the répeal of the
Anti-Terorist Act and the Essential
Public Services Act, the halting of
repression against workers, stu-
dents and political activists, and
the abolition of capital punishment.

In Jaffna

It was appropriate — and signi-
fieant — that the most active obsar-
vance of Human Rights Day this
year should have been in emergency
—ruled Jaffna. It was also signifi-
‘cant that the day should have been
the occasion for the first North-
South collaboration on  human
rights Issues in rnarcu!y years. The
call to observe the day by fasting
and prayer, followed by a public
meeting, came from the Jaffna
branch of the recently-formed
Movement for Inter—Racial lustice
and Equality, whose President, Fr.
Paul Caspersz headed a contingent
of delegates Including many Sinha-
lese from MIRIE (pronounced
‘Merge’) and its constituent orga-
nisations In the South who travelled
up to laffna for the day.

At the MNallur temple sacred to
Goddess Kali, Mrs. Amirthalingam
led a group of female devotees
(ranging from old ladies to lictle
girls) in singing devotional songs

during the fast, followed by a
complaint to the Goddess, sung
to a traditlonal melody, about

the events of the last+ few months.
Having heard Mrs. Amirthalingam
singing In her rich and powerful
voice for four hours (without
even asip of water), an observer
from the South remarked that as an
emotional and musical experience,

that alone was worth the wisit
to laffna,

There was a  much smaller
congregation at the ecumenical
service at the Roman Catholic
Cachedral, and Fr. Caspersz, in
his sermon, raised the question:

What can cthe tiny Christian mi-
nority (whose leaders werk cohs-
picucus by their absence) do to

safeguard  human  rights? = His
answer was to recall the story
of David and Goliath, He also

quoted “the programmatic -mani-
festo" delivered by desus, ‘the
young Jewish carpenter, at the
synagague in Mazareth, That, he
said, was the result of -being

filled with the Spirit: anger
against unlawful arrest, Imprison-
ment and torture, and a passion
for equality and justice for one's
peaple,

MIRIE's organisers regarded it
as an achlevement that a small
group of Muslims — including an
MMC — also participatad In the
fast and prayer at their mosque.

At the afterncon’s  public
meeting there were speaches in
three languages from MIRIE dale-
gates from the South and repre-
sentatives of trade unions and
sacial and political organisations
in Jaffna., Bala Tampoe, who
made a speech free of political
sloganizsing and exactly pitched to
the oceation and the consciousness
of the audience, congratulated the
people of Jaffnra on what he

called "a good beginning™. M. Si-
vasithamparam, while BXpressing
satisfaction at the presence of
visitors from the South, pointedly
reminded them that for many
years the Tamil-speaking people
had fought thelr struggles for
their rights with hardly any volces
being raised in the South to
support them. Glancing at MIRIE's
banner, he said the fundamental
“justice and equality” the Tamil-
speaking people wanted was the
right to determine their future.

Resclutions adopted at the
meeting called for the lifting of
the state of emergency, the rapeal
of the Anti-Terrorist Act and
the implementation of the Social
Disabilities Act, protested agalnst
acts of torture in violadon of
the Constitution and demanded
actlon against those responsible.

Letters . . .

(Canritied from Page o)
CMU etc
My own vanity as an  Indi-

vidual would ‘have prompted me
to be complacently silent on being
mentioned simultaneously on two
different matters by two some-
what  well-known gentleman,
Mr. Bala Tampoe and Mr, Reggle
Siriwardena, in one and the same
Issue of the ‘Lanka Guardian’
(velume 2 No. 14, MNovember |5,
1979 ) If not for the utter neces-
sity and the inherent duty to
put the record straight | write
this reply.

As regards Mr. Tampoe, Gene-
ral Secretary, C. M. U : What has
really induced him to state that
| was "“the editor of the C. M. U
Sinhala bullztin *Arambhaya’ "' and
at no time his “t-u organiser"
a statement made by your coulm-
mist in an article that appeared
in a previous Issue. He wrote
that Mr. Tampoe's own position
viz-a-viz a call for lefc unity
has been “somewhat undermniad™
by my resignation from the C. M. U,
Whilst admicting chat your colum-
nist is entitled to his opinion,
| must say that in the final ana-
lysis what really matters in poli-
tics is the gprogramme and the
capacity of organisations and not
so much the individual, | must
also say that.| was nevera “t.u.

organiser” of Mr. Tampoe although
| had been at one time in charga
of the state corporation sector
of the union and at all times a
unien spokesman who had addres-
sed hundreds of branch meetings
and almost all the public meet-
ings of the union, during my tenure
of office as Assitant Secretary
elected at each delegates confer-
ence of the union from (972, be-

sides being “‘the editor of the
C.M. U. Sinhala bulletin ‘Aram-
bhya'™. | resigned from the union

in May 1978, having resigned five
months earlier from the Revolu-
tionary Marxist Party of which
Mr. Tampoe is again the Secre-
mary.

In regard to Mr, Reggle Siri-
wardena's further comment about
my views en the film 'Hansa Vilak’
| am sorry to say that he has
ignored —if he has not misunder-
stood again — the Ffact that | have
glven the reader an opportunity
to judge for himself as to which
of the two divergent wiews is
correct, or as to whether bath
views are incorrect. .This, the
reader can do dispassionately ealy
after seeing the film. | have to
reiterate that | am reserving Tur-
ther comments until then, so
that the whole issue will not ke
confined ‘to Mr. Siriwardena =nrd
myself.

Colombo 5. H. A Szneviratne

5



NGO’s

The government's announced
intention to control valuntary
social service organisations may
prove counter-productive in ways
that the Minister of Soclal Services
and his advisers may not have
guessed,

“It is an Iill-adyvised attempt"
sald Dr, SeJf Theunis, Secretary-
General of the Netherlands Orga-
nisation for International Develop—
ment Cocperation at a press
cenference here. He was commen-
ting on a draft law by which the
gavernment could Impose bureaura-
tic control of local soclal service
organisations many of whom
receive funds from foreign Mon-
governmental organisations (NGO'-
s). His organisation spends 50

million rupees here, a tenth of
its total budget, Other NGO's
from Holland spend another 50

millian rupees.

Dr. Theunis said: "Our organisa-
tion (s of the opinfon that, if
this law is passed, Sri Lanka will
be the only country in the
developing world with such a
piece. of legislation. We would
be very dissappointed with such

and Lanka’s

image

a situaction. As It is our principle
to co-operate exclusively with
private non-governmental organisa-
tions, under the new law such
non-governmental organisations
could be considered as government-

ruled bodies, Under those
circumstances we  would feel
compelled to withdraw aid and

consequently to accept the fact
that many development projects
would face seyere setbacks., We
will inform the MNetherlands
Government about such eventual
development".

Both in a radio interyvlew and
at his press conference, Dr. Theunis
indicaced strongly that NGO's
keep contact with each other.
NGO's are very active in western
Europe, Canada, UK, Australia,
with the smaller European countries
spending a great deal of money
in the Third World.

While Sri Lanka stands to lase
this, there is another angle which
appears to have escaped the
government's advisers. The NGO's
not only get money from the
public and international organisa-
tions (the Netherlands group

gets money from the EEC) but
they are also powerful public-opinion
makers. Most MNGO's consisc of
eminent men drawn from politicians,

educators, professionals, church
lzaders etc. Already worried
about Its foreign image over

publicity done by expatriate Sri
Lankan groups, this Issue may
open the government to a wider
propaganda frent.

. Dutch aid for
Third World

PTC-Heuter
THE HAGUE
The Metherlands will allocate
a total of 927 million Guilders
(485 million dollzrs) nexc Year
in aid to |3 third world countries,
it was 2nounced yestarday.

Tha 1980 aid allocations are
{in milllons of Guilders): India
234, Indonesia 158, Tanzania |05,
Bangalndesh 94, Kenya 53, Pakistan
58, Srl Lanka 46, Suran 44, Upper
Volea 42, Morth Yemen 31, Egypt
28, Zambia 15, Celombia [4,
{One dellar 1.%7 Guilders).

Indonesia, Kenya, Pakistan. SfI
Lanka, Zambia, Egypt and India
are to recelve a mixture of loans
and grants. The loans will be
repiyable over 30 years at 2.5
per cent interest with an eight-
yoar grace peried.
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India : The system disintegrates

very indication Jmints to the

breakdown an proceeding
disintegration of the political
system that came to be established
in India with Independence In
1547. Mearly 4,500 candidates
will contest the elections of early
lanuary for the 519 seats in the
Lok Sabha for which polling will
take place. The highest number
of candidates until now was in
1971 when 2,784 entered the
lists. An average of B candidates
per seat testifies to the weakness
of the hold of parties and the
strength of the personal factor
in the outcomz of the contest
in each constituency,

Four main pelitical arganisacions
appear to be contesting the
elections on a countrywide scale,
viz. Congress (Indira), Janata,
Lok Dal and Congress (Urs).
Two of these organisations, viz,
Lok Dal and Congress (U), continue
to be the main partners in the
caretaker Government of Prime
Minister Charan Singh. The bloc
which they constitcuted for the
purpose of fighting the election
has broken down over the division
of seats. The bulk of contestants
in all four organisatiohs do not
se2 much difference between them-
selves. The election manifestoes
of all of them have little relevance
and were published only a few
days before the closing of nomina-
tions of candidates. Until che
wery last there were desertions
of important personalities, including
leaders, from one arganisation to
znother, based on nothing more
than Individual assessments of the
prospects  of their respective
tickets.

OFf even greater significance is
that each of these organisations
825 =ome understanding and
collsboration with each of the
S=82rs in some part of the country.
T8es the Congress (1) keeps the

s2mz== Party In power in Bihar;
=w= OCFD of Bahuguna, having
mmes the Congress (1), keeps
== iak Dal in power in Utear

by Hector Abhayavardhana

Pradesh; lanata and Congress (U)
form a bloc In Maharashera; Lok
Dal and Cong (L) have an electaral
agreement in five States etc. The
main difference becween the four
organisatlons appears to centre
round who should be Prime Minis-
ter: Indira Gandhi, Jagjivan Ram
or Charan Singh (Congress (U}
does not have its claimant). This
Is not an overwhelming difference,
seeing that all three claimants
and the greater part of their
followings really constitute what
are no more than factions of
the former Congress party.

We have referred to the
irrelevance of the electian mani-
festoes and the small impartance
attached te them by their authors.
There is one excention, hawever.
The Lok Dal manifesto appears
to differ in one basic respact
from those of the other three:
it blames the country's cirrent
difficulties on the “wrong policies”
of previous Congress Governments,
especially their pampering of
industrial capitalists and establish-
ment of large  state-ownad
industries at the cost of agriculture
and the agriculturists and village
craftsmen. Charan Singh's sharp
attack on lawaharlal MNezhru and
Mehru's Incomprehension of the
problems of the rural areas. in
the original draft of the Lok
Dal manifesto, on top of his
scornful rejection of the Congress
(U} demand for 20 seats in Uctar
Pradesh, made his break with
the congrass (U) ineviceble.

Charan Singh has throughout
his career as a frontline politician

been an angular personality, But
there have been many angular
personalities that the UW.P, has

pushed into national prominence
with its large bloc of about 85
members (more than double chat
of other States, with the exception

of Bihar which has had a little
above 50) in each Lok Sabha.
Charan Singh's  angularicy has

combined with his champlanship
of the Jats —a caste of 10 milliens

- FOREIGN ¥

spread over the four States of
U.P., Haryana, Rajasthan and Punjab,
which has provided the base of
the new class of rich farmer-
capitalists In post-independenca
India. Not belonging to the
upper castes of Brahmin, Kshatriya
and Bania or the outcaste Harjjans,
the lats have lined up with the
other so—called *“backward castes
of Ahirs, Yadavas and Kurmis,
sald to number about 40 millions
In the country. While the Cangress
hierarchy, drawn largely from
the upper castes and backed by
the power of monopoly capital,

had firm contrel of the power
in Mew Delhi, Charan Singh
could be held in check. Buc
with the virtual stagnation of

the Industrial economy that comme-
nced in the middle-sixties, the
rapld growth of the kulak class,
which Charan Singh represented,
stepped up the political challenge
of the agrarian bourgesisie to
monopoly capital domination.

The Congress party, whether
under tha libaral leadarship of
Jawaharlal MNzhru or the more
authoricarian leadarship of Indira
Gandhi, has always received the
unqualified support of monopsly
capital In India. lts base in the
countryside was provided by the
uppercastes of Brahmins, Kshatriyas
(Rajputs) and  eother [andlords.
The power of these Upper castes
dragged the Harijans and the
minorities bzhind them and thus
ensured the victory of Congress
nominess at elections to the Lok
Sabha and State legislatures. The
rise of an agrarian bourgeoisie
(kulaks), based as it was on the
intermediate castes labelled “‘back-

ward™ by their place in the
caste hierarchy, challenged both
the power of the monopoly

bourgeoisie as well as the political
domination of the uppar castes.
Queting the precedent of reserva-
tion of educational and jaob
opportunities for Seheduled Castes
(Harijans) and Tribes under the
Constitution, the “Backward™ caste
politicians used their political

7



authority to extend similar, and
sometimes larger, privileges to
their caste following. A powerful
caste lobby was thereby consoli-
dated behind Charan Singh and
his lieutenants.

The break-up of the Congress
party into several factions based
on caste and the break down
of the Congress monopaly of
state power were principally the
product of this process. Indira
Gandhi's declaration of an Emerge-
ncy in 1975 and the establishment
of her short-lived dictatorship
constituted an attempt to circum-
vent this process and re-organise
the Cengress party as a well-knit
instrument under the discipline
of a party bureaucracy that derived
its authority  exclusively fram
herself as sole |eader. nforcu-
nately, this was not cempatible
with the institution of parliamentary
democracy, especially with the
election of a Lok Sabha and
State leglslatures by universal
vote. The General Election of
1977 released once more all the
antagonistle  forces within the
Congress party and cutside thatr
had been driven underground
under the Emergency and dealt
a severe blow to the re-organised
Congress party itself.

The Janata party that came to
power In 1977 was nathing more
than a hasty piecing together of
diverse, ill-fitting and even mutually
antagonistic political groups on
the assumption cthat the opportunis-
tic self-interest of professional
politiclans  would  provide an
adequate cement for the purpose.
Just as it had been in the Congress
party, however, in the janata party
too, the angular personality of
Charan Singh proved impassibla
to contain. Representative of too
narrow an interest to propel him
Into leadership of the party, he
was at the same time too powerful
to be relegated to second or
third place. With his non-
cooperation and, then, his revolt
against the Prime Minister and

the Party President, the entire
structure of Janata came apart
and the Government collapsed.

The way was opened once more
for somebody with the necessary
credentials who wauld be audacious
enough to seize the reins of
POWET,

B

The question that arises s
whether this selzure of power
can be achleved through the
elections that are to take place
shortly after this article appears
in print. There can be no doubt
that a personality exists in the
Indian pelicical arena with the
background and qualities demanded
of an autheritarian ruler who can
filt the vacancy produced by the
shambles of India’s parliamentary

system. This personality is Indira
Gandhl. She does not attempt
to hide her pereeption of her

task and of her opportunity.
She has openly proclaimed “Call
Indira and Save the Country” as
her main campaign slogan. She
has the unqualified backing of
the monopoly bourgeoisie in this
bid for power. Large and signifi-
cant sections of the Congress
(U) and even Janata have daserted

to the Congress () In  recent
weeks, In Andhra Pradesh, for
instance, the Congress (l) party

in the Legislative Assembly, which
had 173 members originally, now
has 230 members out of a House
of 196; and according to the
Congress (l) Chief Minister, Dr.
Chenna Reddy, ‘they are still
coming!"" This, perhaps, explains,
why Indira Gandhl has decided
to be a candidate from two
constituencies, one in U. P. and
the other in Andhra Pradesh.
Though U. P. has the largest
bloc of MP's In the Lok Sabha,
the possibility |s real that she
can win a majority’ of tha 43
seats In Andhra Pradesh,.

‘Whether' Indira Gandhi can
seize the reins of power through
parliament depends on the bloc
of caste forces she can bring
under her wing. In the past,
the Brahmins and Rajputs and
Banias supported her, along with
the Muslims and the Harijans
and the Scheduled Tribes. Today
the lanata Party also commands
a following among the upper
castes, thanks to the strong lan
Sangh wing within . The
Harijans, numbering 85 million,
have the only chance they ever
had or are ever likely to have
of providing a Prime Minister
from thelr ranks, through the
Janata Party which has made
lagllvan Ram their leader, As
for the 80 million Muslims, will

the reconclliaticn with CFD leader
Bahuguna and the Imam of Delhi's
Jama Mas]id suffice to dispel the
bitter memearies of persecution
under the Emergency?

It is baslcally a caste struggle
that is being waged  through
these elections. All participant
organisations and individuals are
aware of this. For this reason
it is unlikely that each caste
will rally wholly behind a single
party or individual. Local factors,
the alignments and antagonisms
betwean different castes peculiar
to constituencies and distriets,
are likely to be decisive in many
places. It is difficule to predict
the outcome in such a struggle.
What seems very probable |s
that alll four ‘main  contenders
will have substantial support:
Congress (l) and Janata on a
countrywide scale; Lok Dal in
Haryana, U, P. and Bihar; and
congress (L) in  Karnataka and,
Maharashtra primarily.

In* this scramble for power,
Indira Gandhi will probably have
the advantage of the backing of
monopoly capital and of those
sactions of the people allover
the country who think In larger
terms than caste and language,
but are not radical enough In
their thinking to support the
Marxist parties. As against this,
it must bs remembered that
Indira Gandhi has, in the past,
allways commanded the support
of the pro—Moscow Communist
Party of India, whose Influence
has never heen Inconsiderable,
At these eleclions, she appears
benefic of Left-wing support and,

it should be said, without Left-
wing pretensions. Indira Gandhi's
new Image is that of the [ron

Lady an Indian version of Maggie
Thatcher, promising to save the
country from charlatans and
discontents, How much more
voter appeal will such an image

have in the disillusionment and
drought-wrought mood of self-
pity that appears to grip India
taday!

Indira (and




Stali;l: The man who built and

defended

n the 21st of December

we celebrated the centenary
of the birth of one of the grea-
z=st figures of modern times -
Joseph Stalin, the man who suc-
c=aded Lenin and who headed the
Soviet State and Party for nearly 30
wears, An outstanding Marxist-
Leninst and close friend and dis-
ciple of the great Lenin, Stalin's
name will, for all times, be asso-
ciated with the Belshevik Party
which he helped to found, under
thz leadership of Lenin, and which
successfully carried out the great
October Revolution. He was the
—an who carried out the building
of Soclalism in the first Sovist
Srate. the Sovier LUnlen, and,
thereafter, successfully defended it
against the most furious barbaric
strack from Hicler fascism.

Perhaps, no politician In recent
times has been so grossly mal-
inged and unfairly attacked from
the right (imperlalists and all re-
actionaries) and the so-called left

(Trotskyite and soclal democrats)
2= Stalin has been. This brief
arricle will try to answer some

of these slanders because a proper
2esessment of the life and work
of Stalin is essential fdr our fight
against modern revisionism and Trot-
skyism, the two most counter—re-
wolutionary trends in the working
clzss movement today.

The most current slander against
“Stalin Is that he was an upstart
and had usurped the rightful place
of Lenin's successor which belonged
to Trotsky. This view is based
mostly on ignorance of the history
of the Bolshevik Party. Trotskyites
conviently forgot that Trotsky jein-
ned the Bolshevik Party, the orga-
niser of the October Revolution,
only two months before it hap-
pened, while Stalin was afounder
member of the Bolshevikk Party
and had been elected, along with
Lenin, to fts central committes at
the Prague conference held in
1512, when the Bolsheviks sepa-
rated themselves as a party from
the Mensheviks. The sames con-

socialism

ference set up a practical centre,
called the Russian Bureau of the
central committes, In order to
direct the revalutionary work in-
side Russia. Stalin was appointed
head of this bureau. The same
year was to see Troisky gather
together all anti-Leninst forces and
groups in what camsto bz called
the August Bloc,

Stalin's role in the Revolution

Afeer the February revolution,
when Stalin had returned from
Siberia and supported Lenin's

famous April Thesis, he was elect-
ed to the Political Bureau of the
party at the conference held from

May 7th to 12th, 1917, He was
also elected one of the thres
secretaries of the Central Com-

mittee and appointed as ones of
the editors of the party MNews-
paper Pravda. When Lenin had
to go underground and flee to
Finland to evade arrest, it was
Stalin who directed the activities
of the Congress of the Bolsheyik

Party held in Auguse [917 and
which took the decisfon to pre-
pare for coming revolution. [n-

cidently, it was oenly ac chis Congress
that Trotsky was admitted as a
member of the Bolshevik Parcy
after he had recanted his earlier
views. The proposal was made by
Stalin, with the approval of Lenin.

The histeric meeting of the
central commictee of the Bolshe-
vik Party that decided to launch
the armed uprising took place an
October [0th |917. Lenin had
secretly arrived in Petrograd on
October 7th. The enlarged meet-
ing of the central committee
which took place on October |6th
elected a party centre, headed by
Stalin, to direct the uprising. Thus
It was Stalin not Trotsky who
played a role second enly to that
of Lenin during and prior to the
October Revolution. That  was
why, when Lenin fell ill as a re-
sule of a bullet wound, Stalin was
elected general secratary of the
party in [922 - during the life

by N. Sanmugathasan

time of

Lenin. That

was also
why, despite certain post-dated
criticism of S5talin by Lenin, he

was again elected, with only Trot-
sky's dissenting vore, to that post
at the first Congress held afrar
Lenin's death.

After Lenin's death, Trotsky
feuded with Stalin exactly as ha
had earlier done with Lenin.
There are some bourg=oisie and
Trotskyice writers who  have
fostered the story that Stalin was
an absolute bureaucrat and despoc
who did not afford Trotsky a falr
chance to debate inside the Bal-
shevik Party. This is completaly
false. There has never been any
instance In the history of the
internationzal communist movement
where a leader, who had so much
power in his hand, nevertheless,
showed so much patience to his
opponent as Stalin did to Trotsky.

The discussions went on end-
lessly for years in the Bolshevik
Party and the Communist [nter-
national. Repeatedly, Trotsky was
defeated. The final crushing blow
fell when, just preceding the [5th
congress of the Bolshevik Parcy In
Ocrober 1927, a referendum of the
whole party was taken to ascer-
tain each member's {ndividual stand.
724,000 members voted for the
policy of the Central Committees
headed by Stalin. 4000 or less
than one percent voted Ffor the
bloc of Trotskyites and Zinovites.

Since Troesky refused
up his anti-party and anti-state
activities, he was finally exiled
from the Soviet Union, His activities
in exile, how he was recelved in
the capitalist countries like a visit-
Ing potentate; how he became the
centre of International anti-Soviet
activity; who spent large sums of
money for his grandiose activicies;
how he settled down finally in
Mexico in a heavily guarded fore-
ress and was murdered by his
female seretary’s lover in a fic
of jealousy —all that is another
story.

to give



The ideological debate

Let us now, consider briefly the
ideclegical conflict that raged bet-
ween the Bolshevik Party, headed
by Stalin, and Trotsky. This cen-
tred mainly around Trotsky's con-
cept of Permanent Revolution which
Lenin designated as “absurdly left”,
and was summed up by its for-
mulator in the following words,
“The complete victory in the
revolution in Russia Is inconceivable
otherwise than in the form of
the dictatorship of the poletariat,
which will inescapably place on
the order of the day not only
democratic but also socialist tasks,
will at the same time provide a
mighty impulse to the International
Socialist revolution. Only the vic-
tory of the poletariat in the West
will shield Russia from bourgeois
restoration and secure for her the
possibilicy of bringing the Socialist
constructlon to its conclusion.”

Trotsky had no faith in the
PEES'E.I'HZF}I' Bi'ld saw it as an anti=
working class  force. Therefore,
according to him the Russian pro-
letarian reveolution, isolated from
the peasantry which formed the
majority of the population of Russia_
could only succeed if it obtained
the support of the proletariat of
other countries of the world ie,
if the world revolution came about.

But what was to happen if the
world revelution was fated toarrive
with some delay? According to
Trotsky, there was then no hope
for the Russian Revolution. But
Lenin saw in the poor peasants
of Russia, who formed the over-
whelming section of peasantry, a firm
ally of the poletariat. According
to his view, the dictatorship of
proletariat, based on the alliance
between the proletariat and the
toiling masses of the peasantry

(Conginyed on Page 18)
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he election manifesto of the
United Front, which came to
power in [970, included promises

to repeal repressive legislation
and to reorganise the armed
saryices and police 'so as to

identify them wich the national
and progressive aspirations of
the people and to reflect their
interescs.’ In fact, the WUF
Government's term will be re-
memberd as one in which emer-
gency rule came to be regarded
25 the norm. Invoked three
weeks before the insurrection of

April 1971, the emergency was
not only sustained till a few
months before = the  General
Election of [977 but was also
used for a variety of purposes
which had nothing to do with

the circumstances which provoked
its declaration. As for the re-
organisation of the armed services
and police, this did take place —
but in the direction of the con-
siderable enlargement of their
powers over the lives and
liberties of the citizen.

For over one year after the
insurrection there were [6,000
people in detention. Throughout
the period of the 1971-77 emer-
gency, regulations suspending the
normal limicztions on  keeping
persons in  police  custody In
effect permitted the police to
keep arrested persons in  police
stations  indefinitely. Further,
special legislation —the Criminal
Justice Commission Act and the
Exchange Control (Amendment)
Act—made it possible to detain
supects In places outside prisons
and under conditions where the
normal  safeguards against  1ll-
treatment, harrassment or torture
provided by the prison rules did
mot obtain.

The Criminal Justice Commis-
sions Act  and the Exchange
Control (Amendment) Act were
repealed by the UNP Govern-
mant after the 977 General

Election, As the decade ends,
however, the power to detain
suspects in  places other then

regular prisons and under condi-
tions determined by the dstain-
ing authoricy has been written
again inte the law —through the
Anti-Terrorist  Act. A similar
back-tracking has taken place in
respect of the widely criticised
provisions of the Criminal Justice
Commissions Act making confas-
sions to police officers admissible
In evidence. The Anti-Terrorist
Act not only includes a similar
provision but goes further in
imposing deterrents to recanta-
tion of such confessions during
a trial. Where the CIC Act
only empowered the Commission
to ignore the contradiction and
act on the original confession,
under the Anti-Terrorist Acc a
person wheo withdraws his original
statement will ipso facto be
open to a charge of perjury,
without any need to prove which
statement was tCrue.

Emergency regulations during
the 1971-77 emergancy made
strikes | in  ‘essential services'
illegal. These restrictions ended
with the emergency., but hava
now been restored to the statute
book in another ferm through
the Essantial Public Services Act,

Press censorship imposed in
1971 was maintained long after the
crisis of the insurrection and
used to restrict criticlsm and
reporting of naws on matters
unconnected with the original
causes of the daclaration of
emergency. Direct State control
of the press came with the take
—-aver of the Lake Housa Press
in 1973 and the enforced closure
of Independent MNewspapars Ltd,
through the use of emergency
powers. The latter group was
able te function again  with the
end of the emergency, but State
control of the press was not
only sustained but alsa exrended
after the change of government

Human Rights: advances and retreats

by a Special Correspondent

with the take-over of the Times
group in 1977, Press censorship
has accompanied the declaration
of the state of emergzncyin the
Jaffna districe In [979.

The Interpretation {Amendment)

Act, passed In 1972, took away
from the citizen several legal
remedies against the arbitrary

exercise of authority by Ministers
and officials, and continues rto
be on the statute book.

Both the [972 and the
Constitutions contained chaptars
on fundamental rights. Thz state-
ment In the 1972 Constitucion
left out certain Important rights
recognised by UM covenants (e. g.
freadem from terture and crusl,
inhuman and degrading punish-
ment), permitted the [Imitation
of all rights on grounds such as
public security and walfare, and
made it possible to enact legisla-

1978.

tion contrary to fundamental
rights by a two-thirds majority
of Parliamesnt. The [978 Consti-

tution included some rights that
had not been recognised In 1972

(e. g. torture and cruel, inhuman
and degrading punishment wesre
outlawed, but cthis was not to

apply to existing forms of punish-
ment). The 1978 Consticution
also provided for recourse to the
Supreme Court to obtain redress
against infringment of the righcs
stated. Howsaver, the [978 Con-
stitition alse legalised limitations
on many rights which ware in
exNcess of those limitations
legitimised by the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, and it also gave Parlia-
ment the pawer to override
most fundamental rights by a
two-thirds  majority. As the
decade ends, Sri Lanka remaijns
one of the member—states of the
United Nations which has not signed
the two Covenants relation to
human rights — the Internacional
Cavenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Palitical Rights



The Seventies flutter to the ground

Nat withered, torn.

Torn leaves, torn newspapers

The leaves green, the heodlines blood spattered.

The green leaves of '71

Tender as the glades that had known only shot guns

Ripped suddenly by automatic fire,

Branches tossed by the rasping wind of helicopters

Spotlights searching like the eyes of death In theh
night

Those helicapters, were they the same toys,

That recent boyhood craved hopeless on city povements.

May '70 saw them

Planting red bonners In Independence Square
Red for the years of struggle and despair
Banners fiying =

In the light of mercury lamps

In the light of gram sellers kerosene flares
Eyes flickering with hunger and hope

In May '70, In that Square

While they waited for well known voices
To articulate their own triumph
You gave them amplified local pop
Instead of the [nternational,

Do not blame them, .

Do not say,

Why did they superimpose

The sharp outlines of ascetic faces
Lenin, Stalin. Ho-chi=Minh

On your smug parlimentary maosks.

THE SEVENTIES

They were tired of election speeches

But all you gave them,

Was the some jargon once again,

Insensitive you went on and on.

These youngsters they had known so many chants
Fail in the darkness of their lives.

The sick did not revive to the Sutras,
Nor to the desperate incantations of @ more remote

So disillusion was inherent e

In their response to your slogans and chant
They sensed the tongue in }rgur chr.ck.c i
They saw soon engugh

You did not want them around

While you made your smu S :
Taking over their revafuﬁuf parlimentary  decisions

With C.T.B buses and massed alcoholic parades
on City streets.

More fearful than the guilt

Of the blood af those who helped you

Was their rejection, these edger youngsters,

You killed them, when you turned them down

In faveur of contact men, band wagon  mudalalies
And the suave brown sahibs

Who furtively pulled out their Unign Jack hankies
When the tide turped in '77

Burying towards the ead of the decade, the living
The same way in the beginning

The decade buried it's dead.

U.K
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In the [970s Sri Lanka has
probably seen more changes
than in any decade since indepen-
dence was achieved in 1948. The
decade began with a rout of the
UNP in the election of May 1970
and the decade ends with the
UMP more powerful than ever
before. The story of the 70s is
how this came about

When one recalls public reaction
to the defeat of the UNP in
1970, there are very few who
believed that the UNP will eyer
hold political power again or even
remain as a viable political party.
The election of 1970 also represents
the high water mark of the combi-
nation of all anti-UNP forces.
Never were anti-UNP forces
stronger than in cthe early years
of this decade. This election also
represents, perhaps the lasc election
in Sri Lanka, where simple slogans,
fine concepts, accepted old theories
were thought of being’ capable of
delivering the goods to the electo-
rate. Thus it was thought that
the adeption of socialism and the
election of a professedly socialist
Government would produce mass
satisfaction rapidly.

Ten years Jater the scene is
very different. The UNP is no
longer a party without a future;
rather it is the party with the
future-electoral consensus portrays
that. The anti-UNP parties on
the other hand are hopelessly
disunited and even worse utterly
discredited. The electorate too
has changed. No longer do mere
slogans satisfy. Concepts such as
the “class struggle”, “dictatorship
of the

Pr{:ule:nr]at", “socialist
democracy’, ‘‘democratic socia-
lism', are no longer the most

important things in the minds of
the electorate. The vital issues

{88 UNP resurgence and
| political change

by Lalith Athulathmudali, M. P.

to them are—how are jobs found?
how are incomes raised? how
are more goods made available?
how are more houses bujle?

An overview of the 70s
necessarily review these
factors:—

(3) How did the UNP change?

(b) How did the fortunes of the
Anti-UNP forces change?

() How did the electorate change?

must
three

The UNP's loss in 1970 was
not as bad as in |956; yer irs
victorious opponent of 1970 was
far more powerful than when

S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike defested
them. The defeat of 1970 created
a crisis of confidence and soul-
searching within the UNP unknown
in |954.

After |956 Dudley Senanayake
was brought back to the Party
and the more traditional order
was-reestablished. Na new paolicies
wera needed, no new organisations
were needed to create it. On
the other hand, the defeat of
1970 created a crisis of leadership,

( Minister of Trade & Shipping)y

a soul-searchnig in the attitude
towards the new Government
and a djspute about goals and
methods within the party. Those
years were marked by the untimely
death of Dudley Senanayake and
other stalwarts such as, M. D.
Banda, |. M.  R. A, Iriyagolla and
V. A, Sugathadasa. This paved the
way for the accession of J. R,
Jayewardene to the Party leader-
ship. Even his most uncharitable
oppeonent must concede that he
brought about a revolutionary
change. Ha was quick to percejve
that the UNP had the constant
support of around 40% of the
electorate but needed much more
if it was to win. It had to change
its image in theory and [n practice,
It had to stand on the side of
the underprivileged, it had to
provide answers to their problems.
The reforms came one by one.
The Party lost lts reputation of

being apart frem the masses
when it took to the streets to
boycott the Lake House Group

of Newspapers. Leadership and
rank and file came closer together
in their defiance of authoricarian
rule by mass satyagrahas, The
one rupee membership campaign
not only changed the moneysources
of the Party but also helped to
democratise its internal politics.
The various quasi-fascist harrass-
ments by the United Front
Government of many members
and Party leaders, where they
had their property taken, their
houses smashed, their jobs lost,

their persens injured and the
imprisonment of many of their
leaders calculated to humiliate

them; not only served to strengthen
the resolve of the party and its
members, but alse served to
bring the party closer to the
people who were also suffaring
in a similar way.
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A NMNew policy and programme
proposed berﬂ acyComm[thEEheadEd
by R. Premadasa was adopted.
Youth leagues were reorganised,
ciasses were re—introduced and
doctrines were formulated. To
be an UNPer then was to wear
the badge of sacrifice. No group
wore that badge more stoutly
than the UNP Trade Unions which,
mirabile dictu, grew in strength
and became a rallying point for
worker—discontent with the Govern-
ment. Young pecple with new
idezs and the place for merit
became more commen in the UNP
than any other Party. Family power
and privileged-group power were
dethroned and the fact that
these very monstrosities were
being strengthened in the other
Parties only served to consclidate
the UNP. Some thought of it
as a new Party, others that an
old Party had learnt a new stance,
It was no lenger time worn but
rather biding its time to set this
country’s course in a new direction.
People flocked to the Party every
day in ever increasing numbers.
The disgusted, the frustrated and

rejected of other parties came
too. But, many more came for
more worthwhile reasons. They

began to believe that the Party
was their Party, that it gave hope,
that it had strong and clean
leadership. In the popular mind
the UNP often thought of as

being concerned with the faw,
came to be considered as the
Party of the masses. The UNP

had built ftself a new political base,

Onhe cannot ses a change In
the UNP in isclatlon, one his
to see it in relstion to the
misfortunes and misdeeds of those
opposed to It. [t would be perhaps
true to say that the most popular
day of the Government of [970
was the day it was elected. For
every succeeding day saw a
decline of Its fortunes. Every
day In office It made goods
scarce, goods more dear, yet
earnings hardly increased; opportu-
nities of employment declined,
the country entered a period of
inflation and stagnation. Everyday
unemployment got worse. The
rich became poor and the poor
became poorer, except for the
politically privileged whe improved
their lot. Socialism was being
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preached ever more vigorously
but its practice was In inverse
proportion to the speeches.

The IWP group whe supported
the United Front In 1970 ware
no longer In sympathy wicth the
Government In 1971. The LSSP
was expelled in 1975 and the
Communist Party shuffled its way
out In  I1977. The so called
Worker's Government lived by
Emergency Rule and had to resort
to strike breaking. No New
Constitution such as  the one
introduced in 1972, no extension
of the life of Parliament by twe
years to [977, not even the take
over of the lands by the Land
Reform Laws, net even the muzzling
of the Press, not even the various
acts of fascism helped the Govern-
ment to hide the nakedness of
the divergence between theory
and practice. The United Front
and especially the SLFP came to
be considered the party of the
Privileged few and its abuse of
power only helped to cement
the hatred of the people towards
it. It did not require a fortune
teller to predicc its demise.
Mevertheless, astrologers were
used to avoid the fateful day,
although unsuccessfully.

The third factor Is a change
in the attitude of the electorate.
In 1970 “socialism’ was a quick
passport  to prosperity. There
was bellefthat theoriesand concepts
could literarily do wenders. It
required only a cne-day revolution
to put right the major inequities
in. our Society. The Insurgency
of 1971 marked the high point
of this approach to Government,
But there were others wha beliaved
that a Mew Constitution alchough

it denled fundamental rights,
devalued the judiclary and post-
poned elections, would, because

of lts profession of socialist
democracy, lead to a better life
far the masses.

There were others who believed
that the take aver of private
preperty would immediately and
necessarily transfer riches to the
Government and the poor. There
was a bellef that good thoughts
and fine slogans paved the path
to prosperity. Such views carriad
with it the inference that hard

work, good management and
efficient arganisation were not
really Important. One recalls
that when the Land Reform Law
was being Implemented, there
were many who expected to be
given aliotments out of land
taken over. Others belleved that
wealth made under private control
would flow into the Government
coffers. All these hopes and assump-
tion were belied some traglcally.

Even the land, when allotted,
went to the politically privileged
not to the needy. New forms
of ownership without good manage-
ment and dedicated work led to
great losses, As this kind of
theoretical Socialism advanced, the
sufferings of the people, almast
always of the poor, increased
sharply. The bitterness of this
experience gave rise to more
realistic goals, more realistic math-
ods and a demand by the electorate
to turn slopans Into practice.
Mo longer would slogans satisfy the
people; for to them having seen
the pudding so often-the proof
of the pudding was in its eating.

As this decade closes, there
is great public understanding of
the need for hard work, for less
holidays, for punctuality, for the
reduction of waste, for competition
in trade, for having a house
rather than a political manthram.
The harsh experiences of the
early part of the decade has
enhanced the commitment to
democracy. Molonger can elections
be postponed to suit the governing
group. Mo longer can the judiciary
be tampered with. No longer
can the press be muzzled. Freedom
is to our electorate as important

as higher incomes, better jobs
and more goods. As the UNP
Manifesto says, ‘‘democracy and

soclallsm must go hand in hand.
Democracy without socialism is a
democracy of exploitation and
socialism without democracy is a
socfalism of oppression.”  This
the majority of the electorate
continues to endorse as we end
this decade. The fruits of the
new direction are already to be
seen. ¥We believe what is seen
today is only the tip of the ice-
berg and 9/10th of the good
things that are to come will
surface in the [980s,
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f one were to travirse down
memory lane the plantation
warkers have trudged chis past
decade, one cannot fail to notice
that these were the most trau-
matic, tearful, and turbulent
years of their chequered history.

The birth of this decade also
ushered in a new government
for the country, which sought

to use every weapon in its arsenal
to wreak vengeance against
innocent plantation workers, whom
le thought had played a negative
role at the hustings.

These years at least the first
seven  in the seventies were
years, when the plantation workers
tock a severe beating from the
government as did the plantation
economy and  the nationzl ex-
chequer. From the time the
government took office in |970,
it had unleashed an unparalleled
relgn of tyranny ‘4nd terror,
Even during the worst depres-
sions the plantation people did
not suffer as much as they did
during these seven years.

The Land Reform law used to

decimate large and viable planta-
tions Into

miniscule estates
served on a platter to political
poltroons  as  prizes. In this

thousands of plantatlon workers
who were already stateless, became
jobless and homeless. Govern-
mentand its members of parliament
used every conceivable and incon-
ceivable measure to coerce the
workers to leave their line rooms
and flee the plantations. Thugs
ruled the roost and hooligans had
a field day. They entered the
estates with impunity, in state
owned vehicles, assaulted and
maimed workers, looted thelr
belongings, set fire to thair

Estate Labour:
Decade

of Despair

by S. Thondaman MP,

(Minister of Rural Industrial Development, &

T R

property and damaged cthelr line
rooms. The government would
do nought about it.

In the year 1971 this country
experienced the worst food
shortage in living memory creatad
not by natural disaster or ele-
ments, but by man-the govern-
ment. The most effected people
were the plantation people who,
while having cheair rations slashed
by half had even their working
days cuct back.

When there was already legis-
lation in the statute books that
plantation workers should be
offered six days work in a week
or pald wages in lieu of, the
then government under the guise
of providing protection to the
workers by guaranteeing the
minimum number of working days
introduced legislation reducing it
to |08 days in six months.

Unlike the villager, the estate
workers had no plot of land to
cultivate his own food crops and
as a resule, deaths from starvation
multiplied during this period.
Workers had to fight with dogs

President, Ceylon Workers Congress.)

in towns to get what they could
from the refuse bins to appease
their hunger,

too much for
which called
and peaople's

Even this was
the government
icself che “‘workers
government”, In places like
Badulla, workers who came to
the town to beg were bundled
off in lorries and transported to
the jungles of the Eastern pro-

vince and left to the tender
mercies of nature and wild
animals.

While our rulers lived In

isolated splendour, the world at
large could not be shrouded off
from the sordid situation that
was prevailing In the plantations.
The Granada Television from
Britain spotlighted the appalling
conditions of the plantation
workers.  This nudged the con-
science of the world especially
that of the Britlsh and many
organisations Including “War on
Want"' took up the cause of the
poor plantation workers. The
gravamen of their complaint, was
that the British estate owners,
who have been earning millions
of pounds over the years from
the toll of the workers had not
spent even a negligible percentage
of their profits for the benefit
of the workers.

While the British housewifs,
wept at what she saw in her
tea cup, as the blood of the
withering workers, following this
expose, those who ruled the
destinles of the country felt
otherwise, A leader, Ironically,
a leader of the working class,
who was among those who goc
a berth in the cabinet caravan
accused the Ceylon Workers
Congress of having conspired
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with an international relevision
network to discredic the country.

A British parllamentary team,
which wvisited Sri Lanka to
personally verify the wvalidity of
the charges levelled by the
C.W.C., the Granada Television
and the British Press against such
planting multi-national giants like
Brooke Bonds, Liptons and Car-
sons, after extenslve investiga-
tions, recommended far reaching
changes and wurged that the
British planting Interests must
plough back some of their monies
earned from here to Improve
the quality of |ife of the planta-
tion workers, If was conserva-
tively estimated that it would
cost around thousand million
pounds to effect initial improve-
ments to living quarters of the
workers,

Shortly after this, | was in
London myself and met the
Secretary of Trade Mr. Peter

Shore, who very candidly admit-
ted that the British had a moral
obligation to improve the quality
of life of the plantation workers
who have spent their whele [ifa
enriching the economy of the
counctry and Increasing the pro-

fits of thelr British masters. But
this was not to materialize,
British tea interests, were not

to spend one farthing to improve
conditions here,

When the first phase of the
Land Reform Law was implemented
in 1972, estates were severely
left alone as the government
felt it inadvisable to nationalise
them. However, when these
developments took place and the
British estate owners were being
forced to plough back some of

their profits into the tea gar-
dens, the government offered to
nationalise the estates and pay
them compensation. They very
readily accepted this offer, for
this would not only save them
from repatriating any of their
wealth to Sri Lanka but they
stood to gain substantially by

way of compensation.

were nationalised
and a new tribe of plantocrats
took over. Many of them had
neither seen a tea bush nor a
rubber tree in all their [lives.
The only qualification that was

The estates
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insisted upon was that they must
be In the party cadre of the
ruling triumvirate,

These men began te rule the
estates like petty kings with
utter disregard for the industrial
legislation or conciliation machi-
nery. Even this machinery oiled

generously with political grease
very often ground to a hale
when things seemed to be In

favour of the plantation workers.
Mo right, no  privilege was
extended to them through nego-
tiations. We were always called
upon to draw the [last arrow
from our quiver to win our dem-
ands.  Our struggles, as in the
case of working hours were his-
toric and protracted. They cost
the workers many a day of
thelr precious pay. But otharwise,
we could not get the government
to see reason. Yve were invited,
during the Vorking Hour scrug-
gle by the then Minister of
Labour, the late Mr. M. P. de Z,
Siriwardena, who worked out a
fromula of compromise, but the
Cabinet met and preventaed the
implementation of that agreement,

Another struggle of the planta-
tien workers during this decade
which will find a place in the
annals of plantation industry was
the struggle for the Monthly
Wage. The entire plantation
industry came to a standstill. The
Ceylon Estate Employers Federa-

tion sensing the seriousness of
the strike, started negotiations.
But the government would not

let them enter into an agreement
with us, maintaining that it had
already appeinted a sub—commiccee
to go into this question and
therefare any agreement had to
await the findings of this Com-
mittee, At that time another
Minister of the then Cabinet,
also alabour leader made a statement
that in no part of the world
were agricultural workers paid a
menthly wage.

There were Ministers to whoem
the C. W. C. and its leadership
were nightmares and the planta-
tion workers anathema. Some of
them even threatened to bounce
me across the Palk Straits. But
it is they who have been bounced
out of the political arena by their
own ¢lectoraces.

It was in this context that
democracy faced a definite threat.
Though the C., W. C. was not
in (i:arllament then, the sagacious
leader of the United Nacjonal
Party Mr. J. R. Jayewardene Invi-
ted us for all Opposition party
meetings and we participated in
the Satyagraha, organised through

out the Island Including the one
at Artanagalla, the Constituency
of Mrs. Bandaranaike, the then

Prime Minister,

When due to popular pressure,
parliament was dissolved, another
atcempt was made to alter the
composition of the voters in the up
country electorates by shifting
the plantation workers from their

home estates. In the MNuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya electorate, 7,000
acres of estate land was to be
alienated and the workers dis-

placed, Here again, the workers
had to struggle to prevent this
and In the process a worker in

the prime of youth fell to a
policeman’s bullet,
The 1977 general elections

were a turning polnt in the life
of the plantation workers. For,
it was in that election that after
30 years they were able to elect
a representative from ctheir own
community; of their own chaice.
The mantle fell on my shoulders,
thus removing an embargo cast
on my community for political
reasons, immediately after the
country became independent.

This tide also began to sweep
many other elements that steod
in the way of plantation workers.
In the framing of the new Con-
stitution we were able to play
a prominent role and obtain
many rights entrenched, like the

affording of national startus to
Tamil language; the removal of
the dubious distinction of dual

category of citizenship by descent
and by registration, the right to
correspond with the government
in Tamil and get replies in the
same language In any parc of
the Island; the right to litigate
In the language of the litigant
and se on. For the first time
the Constitution also took cog-
nizance of the stateless category
of persons to whom certain funda-
mental rights have been extended
(Continwed on Pape 25)



he Seventies of the 20ch

Century have ssen three major
developments in  Ceylen. The
first of these and one pregnant
with far-reaching consequences for
the future of the country is the
emergence of the Mew Left and
the first attempt at a violent
overthrow of the established order
with the object of Installing a
socialisc economic system. What
is even more significant about this
rising is that It was against a
United Front Socialist Government
of which the two major Left
parties of the country were
component members that It took
place. The cruelty of the armed
forces in suppressing this revolt
has lefc a bitter taste in the mouth
and caused grave disillusionment
amoeng the younger generation.
This has made the future of the
fragmented and bitterly anta-
gonistic Left a big question mark.
Perhaps the mounting hardships
of the masses may galvanise these
warring groups into united action
and thereby lead to the emergence
of a new leadership for the entire
socialist movement in ‘the eighties.

The second development is the
unceremonial scrapping of the
Soulbury Constitution wich its
built  in checks and balances
and safeguards for racial, religious
and economic minorities. The
British handed over power to the
local bourgeolsie In 1948 under a
replica ofthe Westminister Cons-
titution. The safeguards for
minorities, meagre and inaffective

though they were, also were
thrown overboard. The pro-
cedure followed in drafting and

adopting the new constitution in
|272 has set a precedent for
political parties for including clau-
ses regarding constitutional changes
in their election manifestos and
proceeding to replace the cons-

ticution of the country If they
come to power. Judging by pro-
nouncements by the leaders of

the SL.E.P. on the present cons-

7 0’5 Sri Lanka

titution, the present constitution
of 1978 may be only oneina
serles.

Before | deal with the impact
of the constitutional change of
1972 on Tamil politles in this coun-
try it may be easier to refer to
the fundamental change in the
character of the structure of
government ushered in by the
Jayewardene constitution of 1978.
The centre of political power has
shifted from parliament to Presi-
dent's House and the country
was overnight transfermed from
a parliamentaty democracy to a
Presidential Government. Though
some of the vestiges of parliamen-
tary tradition yet linger on there
Is no doubt with the passage
of time the Presidency will become
the supreme seat of power. In a Par-
llament elected under Proportional
Representation where no single
party may have an absolute majo-
rity Prime Ministers and cabinets
may change but the President will
go on for the full term, wielding
the stick of dissolution if par-
||Iarnnnt does not tos the desired
ine.

The third and from my point
of view vital development is the
unification of Tamil political leader-
ship and the surfacing of the de-
mand for self-determination and
for the establishment of a sove-
reign state of Tamil Eelam. There
were earlier hints at the possi-
billey of the Tamils putting for-
ward a demand of this nature.
As early as [924 Sir Ponnambalam
Arupachalam in his bicterness ac
being let down over the Colombo
Tamil seat formed the Caylon
Tamil League and spoke of the
possibility of the Tamils ruling
themselves in their homeland. Mr.
G.G. Ponnambalam in 947 in
the frustration at the fajlure of
the demand for balanced represen-
tation and thesubsequent elztion
at the victory at the polls de-
manded the right of self-determi-
nation for the Tamils from the

in the

1970’s

by A. Amirthalingam MP.
(Leader of the Opposition)

Colonial rulers. Again In [958,
reduced to tears at the betrayal
by the Sinhalese l|eaders whom
he had trusted and in a mood
of penitance for having brought
his community to a sorry pass
by his cooperation with those
leaders, Mr. C. Suntharalingam de-
manded the right to separate
the state, after the Sinhala anly
Act was passed. But separation
was never accepted by the Tamil
masses as the objective till che
seventies.

On the eve of adoption of
the Republican Constitution in May,
1972 a very significant develop-
ment took place among the Tamil
political parties and leaders. Op
the l4th of May the Tamil Uni-
ted Front was formed at Trinco-
malee and leaders like Mr. 5.).V.
Chelvanayakam, Mr, G.G. Ponnam-
balam, Mr. C. Suntharalingam, Mr.
5. Thondaman and even Mr. K.W.
Devanayagam of the U.N.P. got
together to put forward the de-
mand for the inclusion of certain
fundamental language and other
rights in the Constitution. The
callous disregard with which this
six point demand was treated by
the government led to Mr. Chel-
vanayakam resigning his seat in
Parliament challenging the Govern-
ment to contest him and vindicate
its position that the Tamil people
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had aecepted the constitution.
The by-election was net held for two
years and in the meantime other
developments took place which ac-
celerated the change in Tamll
political thinking.

The Police and the Army In
the Tamil areas started acting as
an army of occupation. Frequent
arrests of Tamil youth on the flim-
siest ground and torture and Incar-
ceratlon for long periods followed.
Some youths arrested for distri-
buting leaflets on the eve of
Republic day were locked up for
months without trial. These acts
of violence by the Police culmi-
nated In the massacre of the In-
nocents at the International Asso-
ciation of Tamil Research Cenference
in Jaffna and nine people [ost
their lives on the |0th of lJan-
urary 1974, These events also
led to another development in
Tamil politics. Some fruscrated
and embittered Tamil youth start-
ed resorting to viclence against
Tamll politicians who were co-
operating with the Regime and
Policemen who were torturing and
killing their  colleagues. This
was Inspired partly by the ex-
ample of the rising of the radi-
cal Sinhalese youth In [971. In
this background of hardening Ta-
mil opinien in the face of the
government instransigence and vio-
lence and counter violence the
Kankesantural by-election was held
and in it almost spontaneously
arose the demand for the res-
toration of the lost sovereignty
of the Tamil Mation. When Mr.
Chelvanayakam was elected by apre-
ponderent majority he hailed it “'as
a mandate that the Ealam Tamil
Matlon should exercise the sover-
eignity already vested in the Ta-
mil people and become free'',
The subsequent adoption of this
as the policy of the Tamil United
Front and the transformation of
the United Front into a United
Liberatien Front was a matter of
course. The trial at-bar of some
members of the T.U.L.F. In 1976
only helped to further cement the
unity ameong the Tamil people
and strengthen their resolve to
win their freedom. The General
Election in 1977 July demonstrated
this resclve in an unprecedented
way. Of the 24 seats the T.U.L.F,
contested on this ticket they won
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eighteen and of the ninetesn
Tamil electorates in the Morthern
and [Eastern Provinces elghteen
returned T.U.L.F. members wich
preponderent majorities. The ra-
cial violence let loose on the
Tamil pecple in August 1977 only
confirmed the worst fears they
entercained and showed that the
division between the two nations
in this Island was complete in
spiric though not In law.

A hopeful and heartening de-
velopment in the last two years is
the realisation by sections of the

bold Marxist leadership among
the Sinhalese that the right of
the oppressed Tamil MNation to

self~determination should be re-
cognised and chat che struggle
of the “oppressed Tamil MNation’
for their liberation was progre-
sslve In content and had to be
supported by all genuine Marxjst—
Leninsts In chis countcry. But un-
fortunately the major Sinhala
political parties have not made
any progress in their thinking. The
U.MN.P. which had identified the
“grievences of the Tamil people
in such fields as (l) Education
(2) Coelonisation (3) Use of Tamil
Lan guage (4) Employment In the
public and semi-public Corpora-
tions' as having made them "'support
even a movement for a separate
state’’ has done nothing to work
out a solutlon. The grievances
on the score of employment have
been agravated by an unpreceden-
tedly discriminatory policy of re-
cruitment., Tamil Language rights
granted by the constitution have
not been Implemented. The prob-
lems in Educztion and Colonisa-
tion yet remazin unsolved, While
dangling the carrot of decentra-
lisation, the Government is con-
tinulng to use the stick of emer-
gency and Army rule not enly
In the Jaffna District but all over
the Marth and East even without
emergency. The  developments
which started In 1972 and cul-
minated in mandate for Tamil Ealam
in the |977 elections and reached
a peak in the communial viclence
of August 1977 and the tensions,
emergencies, arrests, tortures, and
killings of the last six months
have left the resolve of the Ta-
mil nation to be free untouched.
As to what the eightejs hold for
the Tamlil people and the coun-
try isinthe lap of fate.

Stalin ...

(Contiuned from Page rIo)

could overthrow capitalism in
Russia and build Socialism - even
If the world revolution is fated
to arrive late,

Reffering to this difference, Trot
sky has written, "'l accused Lenin
of overestimating the independent
role of the peasantry. Lenin accu-
ted me of underestimating the
revalutionary role of the peasantry.”
Lenin had envisaged this possibilicy
as far back as 1915 when he wrote,
“Uneven economic and politica
development s an absolute law
of capitallsm. Hence the victory
of Sociallsm is possible first in
several or even in one Capitalist
country’’,

First, under Lenin, and then
under Stalin, the Bolsheviks set
out to construct Socialism in the

only country where revolution had
been successfully defended. In con-
structing Socialism in a single coun-
try surrounded by the sea of im-
perialism and capitalism, Stalin and
the Bolsheviks did something that
had never been done before.
There was no Exampie to go by,
no experience to emulate. It was
being done for the first time in
history. The wonder Is not thac
Stalin commiteed some mistakes,
but that he succeeded so well In
constructing Socialism in the Sovieg
Union, and, thereafter, defending
it against Hitler fascism. Had he
not done his job well, the history
of the world would have been
different. Fasclsm could well have
triumphed. He also cleared out
a large number of counter-revo-
lutlonary representatives of the
bourgeaisie who had sneaked into
the party, Including Trotsky, Zino-

viev, Kameney, Radek, Bukharin
and the like. Had he not done
so, the gates would have been

opened for Hitler from within.



A decade is certainly not a
short period in the life ofa
nation and the seventies in my
view, represented an Iimportant
stzge in the evolution of SriLan-
k2 as a modern nation which,
in many a field, broke away
from the heritage of colonialism.
Last four decades-thirties, forties,
fifties, and the sixties-representad

vital stages in che political mo-
dernisation of the country and
it was during this phase that

certain attempts were made to
achieve an equally important eco-
nomic advancement, These chan-
ges in the last four decades,
in their cumulative effect, invited
committment on the part of
political leadership and it was
manifested in the leaders who
guided the destines of the Sri
Lankan natlon in the early se-
venties led by the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party. The emergence of
th2 politicaland socialclimate for the
introduction of the changes of the
early seventles was largely due
to the national awakening and
the social consciousness far which
the SLFP mainly and the Left,
provided leadership.

Changes in the sevehties, though
brought about a complete trans-
formation of the political and
social system of the island, neead

to be confined to the areas
where the impact was both
national and Internatiohal. One

can catalogue these changes broa-
dly under the titles—political and
economic. In my view, this de-
cade witnessed the collapse of
two Gavernments or the for-
mation of two Governments, the
April 1971 insurection, the far—
reaching constitutional changes
culminating in the introduction of
two Constitutions, Sri Lanka's
dynamic role in the international
field with the 5th summit which was
held in Colombo and the impor-
tant economic reforms introduced

An open door to tycoons

by Maitripala Senanayake, MP.

(Deputy Leader, Sri Lania Freedom Party)

with a view to freeing the cola-
nial stranglehold on our under-
developed economy. The aim of
this brief essay is to examine the
importance of those far-reaching
reforms and changes and their
relevance in tha present context
of a creed of policics which calls

itself ‘Dharmista’, In the same
context, one has to probe into
the glaring efforts on the part

of the present regime to raverse
the process of economle and po-
litical Independence for  which
we of the SLFP laid the founda-
in the mid-fifties, maintained in
the sixties, and strengthened dy-
namically in the seventies, Da-
mestically, the Peasantry Workers
Government of mid  seventies
changed drastically inte a Busi-
nessmen’s Government | at the late
seventies,

Since the Constitutional deve-
lopments of the late seventies
have brought about a considera-

ble change In the style of Govern-
ment and this transformation, in
my view, has eroded the confi-
dence of the people in the sys-
tem of Government. Any frame-
work of a Gevernment—which a
Constitution establishes with or
without the popular conssnt of
the people— must be acceptable to
the people and to the institutions
incorporated into the Constitution
must be able to command the
confidence of the masses. The
manipulation of a constitution,
with the introduction ofa varie-
ty of devises to suit the advan-
tages of the party in power, is
certainiy not in the intarast of
good government. The enact-
ment of the Constitutions of
1972 and 1978 represented two
vital stages in the political deve-
lopment of the eauntry; the 972
Constitution, which incorporated
political and social ideas of a
genzration of leaders whose roots
in the mass politics of the couns

i bl

try, brought abour tha
of the 'home made’
to the focus. Though this briaf
article cannot be used to  examine
the basic features of the |972
Constitution, some of jts charac.
teristics need to be recounted
in retrospect inorder to elaborate
on the view that the 1978 Cop-
stitutijon was  totally a palitical
invention of a party In powsar
without associating che peopla in
process of constitution-making.

The question of the
has been used to justify al| types
of undemocratic ~ constitutional
inventions — invented largely in the
name of the nesd for continoys
political stability for economic
development with farsign parcici-
pation—and the visible defect ip
the process of constitution-m ak-
ing was largaly the failure to
subject it to a Constituent Assam-
bly which our Government estab-
lished in the early saventies. |t
debated all aspects of the drafe
Constitution and the opinion in
the country was an opportunicy
o examine the pros and cons of
the Constitution which we enact-
ed 'in 1972 Fhe “1978 Canec-
tution, which interests people like
Zia Ul Huq of Pakistan and seve-

concept
CONsSEtitution

mandate
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ral leaders of similiar background,
witnessed several stages before it
suddenly took the shape of the
Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republlc of Sri Lanka;
for Instance, the Second Amend-
ment inaugurated a powerful Pre-
sidency and the Select Commit-
tee, though it gave the Impres-
sion that the 972 Constitution
is being revised, gave birth to
a completely new Constitution.

People of this country, In addi-
tion te what is called a copsti-
tutional heresy which has been

imposed, have been asked to ac-
cept some pieces of legislation
which remained In the realm of
ordinary law as 2 part and par-
cel of the new Constitution. In
addition, all in support of the
introduction of such as the Presi-
dential Commission Law, Criminal
Procedure (special provisions) Law,
Tiger Law, Prevention of Terror-

ilsm Act and the Essential Public
Services Act ‘do not stand to
reason, and they, in my view
violate and go against the fun-
damental rights and basic free-
doms about which the leaders of
the present Government pentifi-
cate from their platforms. One
must not hesitate to accept the
fact that the State apparatus has
been strengthened with these dra-
conian laws In such a way that
even genuine democratic gpposition
could be stifled. The leaders who
opposed the enactment of laws
to combat foreign exchange offen-
ces and the insurgency have now
taken refuge in 2 series of laws
which are mere draconian than those
they wanted repealed. Another
feature of the constitutional sys-
tem Is proliferation of Ministries
and Ministers, and this, along with
the arrival of a new kind of ap-
pointed members of Parliament

who are accountable to a core
of unknown party leaders (inclu-
ding the leadership which is
more elite based), has bought the
whele Government into ridicule,
This, in my view, was the grea-
test constitutional blunder which
the late seventies witnessed in
the name ‘Dharmista’ stability,
and it is also the greatest cons-

titutional achievement of the pre-
sent Government. Yvhat an ach-
ievement in a country which has
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had an acceptable parliamentary
tradition?

1971 April insurgency and lts
impact on the policical and social
life of the country could not be
ignored because of the magnitude
of 1971 crisis and the affects of
Its aftermath, It has been ana-
lysed by various politicians and
intellectuals frem different points
of view and | do not want to
indulge in a similar exercise. Our
Government, which confronted this
situation, had to divert our
attentlen to a series of acts, and
they, toa great extent, disrupted the
programme of the Government
and at the same time it generated

certain  radicalism within the
Government. The youths, who
plotted a revolutionary-armed

scruggle road to political power
in 1971, have now accepted our
method of rule-the parliamentary
road to power, and this Ideolo-
gical shift Is the greatest paradox
of the seventies,

Yet another significant event In
the seventies was the 5th MNon-
Aligned Nations Summit which
was held in Colombo and this
great international event became a
vindication of the country's foreign
policy and the role Sri Lanka
played in the arena of non-align-
ment in particular. The movement
of non-aligned nations became
a vital international force during
the last two decades and it was
the SLFP Government which made
the important contribution in
making non-alighment an accep-
ted formula for the newly emer-
gent nations., Our role during
the seventles culminated In the
decision to hold the 5th Summic
in Colombo and it, irrespective
of other factors, demonstrated
the power which a small nation
like that of Sri Lanka can wield
in the arena of global politics.
The present day rulers are striv-
ing hard to find and locate
parallels and th? refer to minor
conferences an meetings and
speeches with the sole aim of
identifying them with the process
of non-aligment. These feeble
attemps to show that the foreign
policy postures of the late seven-
ties are derlving Inspiration from
the standpoints  which were
acceptable in the late forties and the

early fifties.  Forelgn policies
should be partly if not totally
guided by economic determinants

and this aspsct has been given
very top priority and in the
process the whole concept of

non-alignment has been forgotten.
This is certainly a dangerous
trend which needs to be arres-
ted in the eighties and we as
representatives of the masses
must be prepared to protect the
name of 5ri Lanka as a ploneer
in the non-aligned movement,

Though the world inflationary
trends and the constraints imposed
by the energy crisis affected the
economlc development programme
to which we gave leadership
till the mid-seventies, It was
our regime which laid the founda-
tion for the transformation of
the economy  which hicherto
remained primarily celonial-orien-
ted. The large number of struc-
tural changes, which came to be
introduced  during the period
1970-77 changes the economic
map of 5ri Lanka, and these
very changes have now been
reversed with a view to making
them part and parcel of neo-
colonialism and the multi national
economic Imperialism. In  the
context of our dedicated pro-
gramme for change, people faced
hardships and they were utilised
politically and under multl national
investment colonialism people are

sure to face more hardships.
Economic  prosperity Is  now
judged on the basis of the

availability of a great assortment
of Imported luxury goeds which
the poor man does not need.
The Land Reform Law, the nation-
alisation of company owned estates,
the ceiling on the ownership of
houses, the rescructuring of the
country’s financial institutions and
the establishment of Corporations
such as the Gem Corporation
and numerous such  structures
brought about a significant trans-
formacion in the nature of the
economic  organisation of the
country. Some of these measures,
though impertant In  themselves
as economic reforms of far-rea-
ching . significance, were not
properly Iimplemented due to
both economic and political con-
straints-Including those of the



bureaucracy-interfered wicth the
proper realisation of the objec-
tives, In this context, it needs
to be emphasised that our regime
worked according to the pro-
gramme for which we got the
mandate and [t was not mani-
pulated to suic the interests of
foreign buisness tycoens who now
seek an oasis for very profitable
foreign Investment. Our mandate
was not for the purpose of
investment colonlalism and in the
coming decade wz need to lead
the masses to fight this new
enemy of ours-investment coloni-
alism,

The River Valley Projects, which
constitute a form of economic
transformation, were given a new
life in the early seventies and
we laid the foundation on the
basls of correct forecasts and
assesments for the Mahavell
Development Programme. ‘GREAT
LEAP' of this Government is the

Mahaveli Project and we have
alredy expressed our views on
this national wventure Electoral

needs and politics guide the des-
tinfes of this project and thirty
year programme suddenly became
a six year programme. The
achievement of this great task
will be the most Important test
of the eighties, and we need
to watch this becavse we are
comitted to the welfare of the
people of this country. Parlia-
mentary Complex at Kotte, Free
Trade Zone and the Colombo
Development Programe are the
major economic programmes, and
they are not Integrated |nto a
development programme. Central
Planning has now been given up
and instead regional development
programmes in selected districts
have been chosen. These pro=
grammes, If successful will introduce
a phenomencn lop sided, and we
cannot understand these technigues
which are largely foreign organsia-
tions orlented.

During our period of office, we
always took enough care to
improve the ancient systems of
irrigation, which was part of our

agricultural  heritage, and also
took precautions to avoid any
disruption of the rural setting,

particularly of the Purana villages,
and It was not our view to
impose a 'bull-dozer’ culture on
the traditional villages of Sri
Lanka. The whole of this decade
and the part of the previous
decade have been utilised to
develop a comparatively viable
infra-structure for Industrial deve-
lopment projects which Sri Lanka
can successfully sustain. Aid from
the West and the Socialist coun-
tries has been utilised for chis pur-
pose and the industrial programme
was implemented in close associa-
tion with the “incentive-oriented
private sector industries. The
characteristics of a mixed economy
were allowed to emerge and the
industries, apart from their impart
substitution orientation, generated
certain amount of employment and
it became an incentive for further
economlic development.

The foreign exchange restric-
tions and the import policy which
we followed in the last two
decades — though it created certain
shortages - provided an incentive
to the development of industries,
| cannot name the many indus-
tries which developed during this
peried. The liberalisation pro-
grammes of the present Govern-
ment ~ the so called open door
policy - has allowed all kinds of
wasteful and useless products to
enter the country, and this open
market theory of pro-Government
economic  pundits  has virtually
brought the local industries to a
complete halt, and they expect
them to be active once the
market forces adjust themselves.
The foreign investment policies
of the last seventies—they have
constitutional safeguards in the
1978 Constitution- have  allowed
the multinationals —the exploiting
agencies of the world-to force
on Sri Lanka independence a form
of investment imperialism and this
aspect, along with the combined
and cumulative  effect of the
authoritarian constitutional trends
which we witnessed in the last
two years, is certain to make
Sri Lanka a place for the very
rich-not the ordinary warker and
peasant wha tell for his land
and it is the man in whom we have
confidence and for whom we
will fight in the eighties,
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he Seventies will be remem-

bered as the Talking Decade
in Sinhala theatrical history, In
contrast to the Sixties which
formed a kind of Singing Decade.
To look back on the Seventies is
to recall (and indeed to recoil
from) =a relentlessly cthrusting
verbal energy. Those who went
on the stage — many did — talk-
ed and talked; they talked to us,
at us over us ..

What did they say? Well, not
much, if one is honest abeut it,
Yet the talk wasn'c all sound and
fury, either. It did signify a num-
der of things, and these | believa
merit a second look.

What the torrent of words that
engulfed the theatregoer in the
Seventies collectively represented
was, in the first place, a prolonged
reaction to the musical idiom which
had been dominating Sinhala the-
atre since the mid-Fifties. The
reaction was wholly unfaveurable:
the resurgence of the speaking voice
has to be construed as a sign of
dissatisfaction with «developments
in the so—called stylised theatre —
theatre which employs song and
rhythmic gesture as integral ele-
ments.

Owing to varied artistic and
sociological causes, the stylised
theatre had failed to keep Iits
many promises. Launched in the
first flush of a triumphant cultural
nationalism, stylised theatre had
ariginally given intimations of
enormous possibilities. It was said,
and many agreed, that stylised
theatre had returned us to the
true expressive sources of the art
which were indigenous to our
culture, It was further said that
an authentic, uniquely ldentifiable
modern theatre would ultimately
emerge fram this newly discover-
ed artistic capital. MNew and old
blending into the modern, etc,
Btc.
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These grand dreams and predic-
tions did not, howeaver, materizliza
into a substantial body of achiev-
ed art, True enough, the best
works In the stylised form magni-
ficiently validaced the genuine
potential of song, music, and dance
for serious artistic purposes. But
such works amounted to less than
a mere handful; the great majo-
rity were imitative exercises that
hardly advanced beyond the status
of variety entertainment. More-
over, a Mational Theatrical Form
was not getting established and
codified as expected In the begin-
ning. This facc became all the
more apparent after the Founding
Father himself abandoned the nada-
gama which had been the founda-
tion of his two major achieve-
ments.

Stylised theatre had travelled
in two batic directions — either
into an ambitiously artful, self-
consclously ‘poetic’ inward glanc-
ing domain or towards folksy,
light-weight entertainment, These
tendencies not only created the
impression that stylised theatre's
concerns were remote from the
pressing actualities of quotidian
existence, but also ralsed a big
question as te the ability of the
form to grapple with themes gene-
rated by contemporary social and
political lssues, Such doubts and
reservations were particularly dama-
ging in the context of a growing
belief that theatre has important
political uses — a belief that came
to be more intensely felc as the
ironies and concradictions of the
socio-economic order became more
evident, Rightly or wrongly, by
the beginning of the Seventies,
the Sinhala theatrical climate was
becoming quite inhospitable ta
the mode of stylisation.

[id  these favourable circum-
stances induce a flowering of re-
alism In the Seventies, as one
might have expected! Sorry, that
wasn't the way It worked out

by A. ). Gunewardene

To be sure, the thrust of the
musical idiem was reversed, an
reversed with a vengeance, But
what ensued was an orgy of word-
play. The mot (not always bon)
came to reign supreme.

The plays that tell us most
about the state of the art in the
Seventles are Rankanda, Subha
Saha Yasa (both in unlamented
abeyance) and Eka Adhipathi (still
alive but beginning to peter out.)
All three, phenomenally successful
at the box office, suggest the
flavour of the Seventies and indi-
cate the different levels at which
playmakers met the demandsof a
mixed and enlarging conscltuency.

Rankanda, the least preten-
tious of the three, was broad
farce and music-hall comedy.

Subha Saha Yasa aspired to 2
more elevated level of discourse,
but treated Its presumptively seri-
ous subject matter (political revolu-
tion viewed in the perspective of
individual behaviour) in a grand
theatrical manner where witty turn
of phrase took precedence over
analytical coherence. A  third
level — that of political satire —
was crystallised in Eka Adhipathi,
a piece of theatrical carpentry
which combined the worst features
of Rankanda and Subha Saha
Yasa and thereby became an ins-
tant hit.

What these plays and their less
successful imitators offered, In
abundant doses, was the salty
joke and the anaesthesia of the
easy laugh. They excelled in what
could be called ‘political quippery.’
The political arena always presents
tempting targets for the wverbal
thrust; the Seaventies were parti-
cularly rich in this regard. And
our playmakers proved to be highly
adept at this game, despite (or
perhaps because of) the vielent
political traumas of the age. Once
In a while they achieved palpable

{Conritieed on page 30)



Cinema: a hopeful decade

he seventies were the decade

in which 5Sri Lanka became,
in terms of sheer quantity, one
of the major fllm-producing coun-
tries of the world., The ready
zvailzbility of finance for film-making
wzs partly a result of the block-

ing of many traditional avenues
of investment under the United
Front government and parcly,

perhaps, a means of legitimising
tlack money. The boom in film
production was also  helped in
the latter part of the decade by
the State Film Cprporation’s loan
schemes and the expansion of
outlets for the screening of Sin-
nzlz films with the drop In film
Imports. After the cutting—off of
American films, prestiglous cinemas
in Colombo alse became open for

the first time to the national
product.

How far did these changes
have an impact on the growth

of the cinema in terms of quali-
ty? If the beem In film-making
created the problem of the
lengthening  queue of  fllms
awalting release — a problem
that remains unsolved at the end
of the decade — it also provided
opportunities to a number of
young film-makers to enter the
industry, Dharmasena Pathiraja,
Vasantha Obeysekera, Vijaya Dhar-
masri and Sunil Ariyaratne belong
to the new generation of direc-
tors whose emergence was the
major cinematic development of
the decade, and If one is to take
account of films completed and
awaiting release one would have
to add the names of Dharmasiri
Bandaranayake (Hansa Yilak) and
Sanghadasa (Kanchana).

Palitical radicalisation was the
dominant trend In other arts
during the period — notably in
theatre, fiction and poetry. The
cinema did not go so far, (though
the [dea of commitment was
much prometed by younger critics),
and could not have been expec-
ted to under conditions of com-

and  tight
the best,
did

mercial production
censorship, However
cinema of the seventies
show an extension In the range
of subject-matter and  social
awareness. Ahas Gawwa, Bam-
baru Avith and Palangetiyo
broadened the scope of the
cinema in respect of the treat-
ment of class  relationships,
Duhulu Malak, in spite of Its
romanticisn, made a begining In
the exploration of extra-martial
relationships beyond the traditional
moral taboos, while Sarungale
was a bold and honest endeavour
in focussing attention on  the
previously forbidden subject of
racial conflict. The decade’s most
original film — in its handling
of the medium as well as Its
psychologlal depth — Hansa Vi-
lak, has yet to be seen by
popular  audiences. Ponmani
brought to the indigenous Tamil
cinema a cricical view of marriage
and the position of women In
the Morth that was too advanced,
both cinematleally and content-wise,
for the mass audience. It remains,
however, the pleneering film on
which a serious Tamil cinema of
the future can build, just as
Rekava pioneered the new Sin-
hala cinema in the fifties,

Lester James Peries opsned the
decade with Midahanaya — his
most Important film, in Its in-
terreletionships between the per-
sonal and social, since Gampera-
liya, and the most assured
cinematic creatlon of his entire

career. In his other films of the
decade he tended to waste his
directorial talents on material

which was of too little significan-
ce, and his two excursions into

by Reggie Siriwardena

historical film showed how uncon-
genial this genre was to his own
interests. At the end of the
decade, audiences and cricies
await the completion of Bedde-
gama In the hope that jt will
mark a re-discovery of the
cinematic mode with which he
enriched our cinema in the 'fifties
and 'sixties.

All in all, the 'seventies have
been the most hopeful period of
our cinema. Whether these hopes
will survive, In the 'eighties, the
challenge from commercialised TV,
with its Inevitable wvulgarisation
of audience tastes, and the
movement of capital away from
film-making to reopened fields
of investment, Is another matter.
A great deal will depend en
whether the State Film Corpora-
tion keeps the artistic development
of cinema as steadily in mind as
the motive of profic-making.
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his year opened up with the
Trevolutian inlran, in the middle
of the year the Micaraguan revo-
lution expelled Somoza and the
year has ended with an uneasy
and uncertain truce In Rhodesia.
While giant strides have been
made the future Is still-uncertain.
The masses of lran are seething
on' ' thé'® streets, leaderless = in
and ‘in-danger of dissipating thelr
magnificent achievements, thirsting
for d/Lenin to give them re-
solute direction. In Micaragua the
complex interpldy of post-revol-
utlonary power politics, of 'mass
maobilization class dissension ~ and
imperialist “ manoceuvre continues.
The revoclution is still unfinished,

socialist transformation or -new
bourgeois * democratic  illusions,
“that is the question™. Rhodesia

is on a knife' edge.
Our big neighbour India is in

revolutionary turmell and par-
liamentary upheaval. The stupid
sectarianism of the right-wing

Janatha party has paved the way
for Indirals come back to power,
One wonders to what extent the
similar stupid sectarianism of the
left—-wing JVP and LSSP Is playing
into Sirima's hands?

Met only internationally; but
also natienally, 1972 has been a
year of significant gains complicated
by continding uncertainties. We
will single out thres area's for
comment; the Trade Union sector,
the S-party campaign and the
Tamil peoples struggle in the Naorth
and East.

The: JCTUQ has been expanded
to include the United Federation
of Labour ~and “the ' 'Government
United Federation  of Labour -
two Federations' afflliated ‘to our
party. The JCTUO has finally
agreed to summon a massive all
trade union delegates conference
to map oUt a  commen  Strategy
against the pro-imperfalist out
and out capitalist UNP ' Good,

4

But the question of militant
leadershipstill troubles the JETUO.
The UMNP government has slashad
public servants leave down from
45 to 21 days per annum. Over-
time limits are to be severly
brought down. It Is certain that
the leave curbs will de extended
to the .corporation and private
stctors. | Through all this the
JCTUQ's principal leaders have
slept.” They have merely allocated
the' matter to this or that sectoral
committes,

The price of kerosene has tripled,
food prices. are rocketing up,
according, to an informal estimate
by our party, average working
class real wages have declined by
aboutone fousth since the UMPcame
to power. Vhat is'missing in this
situation 'is propaganda, agitation
and perspectives of struggle from
the traditional trade union leaders.
Hence 1980 opens with the urgent
task of ' embolding the |eaders
squarly ron the agenda. Side by
side with this arises the need
for taking unity down to the
factory floor and workplace level,

The wunited front tactic that
our party has been urging for
the last two years has also had
some partial 'successes this year.
The sheer pressure of mass left
opinion and..the state of revolt
among party, cadres finally forced

the CP, and IVP and even the
LSSP on to a common platform
with us and the RMP on the
question of'opposing the Anti-

Terrorist . Law; 'the EP's Act and
the Emergency In. Jaffna. The
united action, briefly ar least,
placed before the masses the
perspective of a commeon, strong
and co-ordinated attack on the
UMNP. It forebaodes well for future
prospects. of left unity and
resolute action.

Gaile and parliamentary greed

has forced a temporary set back.
The IVP, seized by illusions of

0‘5 The decade’s last year

by Vasudeva Nanayakkara
{Foremer. MP, is President of NSSF)

gr'andeur "and “'dny—draams of

beating the SLFP. all on their
awn, boycorted united lefe dis-
cussions and our pleas for a

single left candidate. Their grand
illusions now lie shattered in ruins.

The LSSP followed suit, Perhaps
at the Instigation of the Anil
Moonesinghe wing which is hoping
to make the question of a left
alternative at Galle Into a big
joke so that it will lubricate the
proposed alliance with the SLFP.
The LSSP went so far as even to
disrupt the United Left Front
that they have had with the CP
for the last 2 years,

The |essons of 1979 will have
to be learnt If 1980 is to build
on these experiences. The UNP
has entered a cruclal phase. |ts

anti-working class, anti-peasant
anti-middle class and  openly
pro—capitalist face has clearly
come to the surface. Burdens on

the underprivileged, new opportu-
nitles for the rich. The Novem-
ber 1979 Budget cap be called
the Company and  Capitalist
Speculator — Investors Budget. The
UNP is barefaced about its capi-
talist policies.

However the picketing, the
action of Tamil militants, the
Universicy strike, the spurning
of the sa-called petition to OPEC
by the masses etc. all show how
the mass mood Is passing from
disillusionment and grumbling to
open expression of discontent.
Events will move rapidly in the
coming year or two. The pers-
pective of a General 5trike and
a Hartal will open up before us
sooner than we expect, The
process wili be accelerated by
the world capitalist recession
that has started in the USA
and is spreading rapidly. Even
the “best” bourgeois esconomists
now predict a big world recession

(Cantinued an Pape 26)



Prelude to confrontation

t Is always difficult to telescope
lthe events of a decade Into a
single short article. A decade
like the seventies makes such ap
attempt a near Iimpossibility, |
need no excuses therefore to look
at the seventies, from a political
positlon enly—and that too, only
to polnt out one or two of the
major trends of this somewhat
tumultuous period.

It is unnecessary to chronicle
a diary of the events that occured
in the seventies. The victory of
the United Front in '70, the
disillusionment of the masses with
the government of the United
Front; the wuprising of 1971, its
nature, and its causes and effects:
the break up of the United Front,
and the electoral victory of the
U. M. P. in '77 have all been ana-
lysed in depth from differing points
of view-making such an analysis
here redundant.

Capitalist crisis

What were the main develop-
ments of the seventies, The
presence of the crisis of capi-
talism and its effects on our
country provided the backdrop
for the most consistent feature
of our politics in the seventies.
The seventies could be charac-
terised as a decade in which
the bourgeoisie, confronted with
the pressures of the crisis of
capitalism, realised that they

could no longer afford the
luxury of liberal democracy.
It was a decade when the

democratic process was conti-
nuously under fire and when
the country was pushed further
and further along the path of
authoritarianism towards dicta-
torial power.

An examlnation of the facts will
show that this trend cut through
party barriers and was common
to the entire capitalist class of
Sri Lanka. As aclass they came
to the realisation that thers was
no way toretaln power for them-
selves, short of more and more
authoritarian rule,

In spite of an expansion of the
public sector we had a basically
colonial economy. Managed along
capitalist lines It was what econo-
mists described as a stagnant
economy. Continued borrowing
had bought us right into the centra
of what Cheryl Payer, so succinctly
called “The Debt Trap'. Repeated
devaluations carried out at the
behest of International capital were

the order of the day. Inflation
was rising.
The new Intelligentsia  was

knocking at the doors of political,
cultural and social enclaves aspiring
for admissien. Thousands of edu-
cated youth were unemployed,
frustrated and totally devoid of

hope. The rising cost of living was
causing havoc with the lives of
people.

We had an articulate and active
left movement together with a
militant, highly organised Trade
Union movement. Together they
had wrested many concessions from
the rulers. When the seventies
began, we had free education, free
medical services, subsidised food,
cheap transport services and a
complex, highly developed system
of labour legislation. All this exis-
ted in a country with a literate
population thzt enjoyed universal
franchise.

Status quo

The bourgeoisie of Sri Lanka
was divided Into two major parties
the UNP and the 5SLFP bath having
a vested interest In the preserva-
tion of the capitalist system,
Although traditional rivalries
had divided them into parties,
the dilemma facing the capita-
list class was common to tham
both. How could the status
quo be preserved? How could
life be injected into the
stagnant  economy  without
breaking up the capitalist stru-
cturel

These than were questions facing
the bourgeoisie of 5ri Lanka in the
seventies. An examination of the

by Sarath Muttetuwegama

period shows that politically, they
began to curtail democracy and
started to move towards dictator-
ship. This was the chief feature
of the seventies when the
bourgeoisie began to rationalise
the celebrated remark cthat “a
little bit of totalitarianism is not
a bad thing.”

Economically, bourgeois politi-
cians and economists dacided the
only way to regenerate our econo-
my was foreign investment on a
massive scale. Foreign Investment
meant that a necessary climate to
attract it had te be providad,
The proposal for aforeign Invest-
ment faw in 1975 and the Free
Trade Zone proposal of '77 showed
that both major parties thought
along identical lines and the
difference, if any, was in emphasis,

Foreign capital

The foreign Investor, is however,
a cagey person. Sri Lanka, with
a politically mature mass movement,
an organised and militant trade
union movement, and an ever grow-
ing and socially respansible [ntalli-
gentsia, was not anp inviting
prospect to investors.

The principal political trend of
the seventies —the move towards
authoritarianism was largely due
to the bourgeols preoccupation
with foreign Investment. True
that different events were made
the excuse for this or that anti-
democratic action. True also that
different personalities  were in
control when one or the other
authoritarian measure was adap-

ted, but the pattern was clear
and centinuous.
The events of 7] wera used

to justify some of the curbs that
were impesed, An emergency was
extensively used. The Trade
Unions were cadjoled or curbed
Into inactivity. Intellectuals - speci-
ally the organised student move-
ment-was daalt with harshly,
Goondas were used to baat up
picketing workers. Dsmonstra-
tions were banned. This was the
seventies.
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The decade’s...
(Continued fram Page 24)

in 1980, The Impact of the
political crisls of imperialism (lran,
the Middle East, Sout East Asia)
also remains a formidable factor.
To measure up to these tasks
however the left must learn to
act unitedly and militantly, Let
us hope tZa: |90 consolidates
the positive side of [979's
achievements.

Morth  have
speed. JR
fangs in the
imposed an

Events In the
moved with great
showed his vipers
way in  which he
emergency In Jaffna. Repression,
torture and murder have been
committed in the name of, and
by the guardians of, the law.
The TULF has kept silent through

all  this, ‘except perhaps faor
muted protests into JR's confi-
dential ear, and has continued

to negotiate shamelessly with the
oppressors of the Tamil pecple,
In fact the TULF iz quite happy
about the taming of the youth,

VWhile. we do not agree with
metheds of individual terrorism,
nevertheless complicity  with
organs of repression is really a
shame.

The Movement for Inter-Racial
Justice and Equality, of which

cur party isa constituent founder
mcmber and a commicted aceivist,
has shown great courage in the
face of UNP and milicary-police
oppression of the Tamil people.
MIRJE alone has boldly come out
and done something about the
violation of human rights and
democratic rights in the North,
Braye MIRJE!

The present negotiations between
the UNP and the TULF oppertu-
nists may produce some kind of
a new arrangement which includes
concessions to  the Tamils. In
this case we can Eexpect various
Sinhala chauvinists (including sec-
tlons of the SLFP and the UNP
like Cyril Machew) to go all out
on an anti-Tamil campaign. We
will resolutely repulse this campaign
and protect the concessions
however meagre they may be.

However we know that very
saon deep disillusionment and
dissatisfaction with the TULF will
set in amaong the Tamil people
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and the Tamil youth especially. A
UMP-TULF coalition, even if it
be a concealed (indirect) coalition
or adminlstrative alllance, can in

no way solve the Tamil peoples
problems. The radicalisation of
Tamil militants will accelerate

and our party will be there to
unice and work with Tamil reve-
lutionaries against the UNP and
its Tamil allies too.

Our party has taken a clear
Marxist position on the National
Question. Even before wa split
from the old LSSP, in fact from
the early 1970's, we firmly stood
by the right of the Tamil people
to seli-determination and a sepa-

rate state if they so wished,
However we have never for a
moment abdicated our Marxist

duty of explaining patiently to
them the short-sightedness and
errors of secession. We have at
all times placed before them a
Marxist program for real unity
and struggle in contrast with
the TULF or other radical petty-
bourgeols programmes. The result
is that we have won the confi-
dence of a considerable section
of Tamil opinion. 1980 Is a mast
pramising year for us In the
North. We hope to multiply
our party strength and member-
ship several fold.

Let 1980 be the year of the
United Front. The united front
of workers, peasants, minorities
and middle classes. The united
front for a fight with IR, 1979
was THE YEAR OF THE CHILD
and some left parties certainly
lived up to it by their infantile

cectarianism, we hope that 1980
at least will be THE YEAR OF
MATURITY. @
Estate Labour...

(Cantined fram Page 14)
for ten vears by which time,

hooefully the stigma will be re-
moved far all time.

An amendment was also intro-
duced to the Local Bodies Election
Ordinance which removed an
obnoxious clause that prevented
estate workers participating In
Local Body elections, even if they
did so In general parliamentary
elections, The Immeadiate impact

of this change could be felt from
the fact that an estate worker,
S. Raju was elected Vice Chairman
of a premier local body-the
Hatton — Dickoya Urban Council.
Another nominse of the C. W. C.
has been returned to the Talawa-
kelle— Lindula Urban Council. This
Is the first time that the C. W. C.
has fielded candidates for local
body elections, the reactions have
baen more than epcouraging.

Another watershed was the
invitation extended to me by
the President to Join his Cabinet.
The Executive Council of the
C. W. C. which mer to consider

this Invitation wvilewed this as a
singular honour, and a cencrete
step in bringing the plantation

into the mainstream of
This has helped to
closer to the rest of
the people of the country as
never before and has hastened
the process of integration.

waorker
national life.
bring us

The present government and
the President have been very
responsive to  our problems,

succinctly summed up the position

of his government towards the
plantation  people, when he
addressed the 26th Convention
of the C, W, C. in Badulia in
March 1979. Said Mr. Jayewar-
dene “You are no more aliens
in a strange land. You are one
of us., We want you also to
share fruits of freedom, We
want your girls and boys to

become lawyers, engineers pro-
fessionals, professors, doctors and
accountants and not to  remain
as ‘workars’’. For the first time
the plantation workers have been
treated on a equal footing with
the rest of the working popula-
tlon in this country in tﬁe matter
of wage rises. Recently when
the government decided to increase
the wages of workers by Rs. 55/-
a month, this right was extended
to the plantation workers 2s well.

Despair and despondency have

given  way te confidence and
certitude, We have no doubt
that this trend will continue

and soon the estate worker will
be able rtoe achjeve the fulness
of life as the rest of the com-
municles in this country.



Peradeniya’s

hile the blue-eyed disciple

of Peradeniya's halcyon days,
Prof. Wimal Dissanayalke has bearen
his delicate wings in the direction
of Hawali, the high priest, Prof.
Ediriweera Sarachchandra has re-
turned from that exotic academic
haven full of gloomy thoughts about
TV, Tower Hall and the intellectual,
charlatanism. The "braln draln,”
it would appear, is not entirely
in a westerly direction.

One detects a peculiar symbiosis
in Prof. Sarachchandra’s current
thinking. Unlike bete noire, Dr.
Gunadasa  Amarasekera, Sara-
chechandra has not entirely lost
faith  in  the Sinhala-speaking
younger—generation, After all
they still come to see his
“Maname"’ and “Sinhabahu",
But being the high priest he
feels obliged to defend the
Peradeniya licerature which was
so fiercely arcacked by this same
young in the sixties.

Their rejection of the Peradeniya
way of thinking Prof. Sarachchandra
sees as an aberration peculiar to
a younger generation besieged by
economic problems. They wanted
“revolution,” he says, not literature.
But literature is still the god to
be worshipped. Revolution is cnly
a god with clay feet.

April 1971 was certainly no
revolution but how correct is Prof.
Sarachchandra when he dismisses
thethinking of the Sinhala-educated
young as 2 mere aberration rooted
in economic circumstances? |s Jt
ever possible to go back In the
name of intellectual dialogue to the
rosy days of the fifties when a
few precious spirits sat on the
banks of the Mahavell in ecstatie
communion with Lawrence, Scho-
penhaur and the French Imagists?

Prof. Sarachchandra is correct
when he says that today’s youth
are not culturally uprooted. |If
at all anything will alienate them
it is the way of life emanating
from what seems to be our latest
spiritual motherland-Singapore-ra-
ther than “Imported doctrines of

vanished

revolution'' which earn the rightous
wrath of the political Right. But
once again how realistic will it
be to expect the contemporary
Sinhala audience (whether uprooted
or net} te relate to a play like
‘‘Yessantara' which Prof. Sara-
chchandra 1s planning to offer
them!?

Prof. Sarachchandra  himself
thinks it Is futile to go back
to the day of the Tower
Hall and he 1Is right. [t is
also correct that  his stylised
pla?s like “Sinhabahu™ and *“Mana-
me'" are qualitatlvely fzr superior to
the crude Tower Hall offerings.
But his partiality for the seylised
genre (which after all, is basically
the same as Tower Hall drama
as far as the larger audience is
concerned) once agzin shows his
dissenanee  with the taste and
thinking of the contemporary
theatre—goer and dramatist,

For Prof. Sarachchandra scylised
drama along with Peradeniya fiction
and Sir] Gunasinghe's poetry s
part ‘of that Idyll of the fifties
which was exploded by the socially-
conscious generation that came
after. Bewildered by the pricking
of the bubble Praf. Sarachchandra
can only mutter about “revolution®!
“economlc problems" and “un-
employment."

The radicalisation of the young

which manifesced ijtself in the
sevanties had necessarily to be
reflected in the theatre. This was

a time when radical thinking was,
in however distorted a form, part
of the mainscream with two of

the left parcies included in the
Government, Moreover Govern-
ment bodies like cthe Cultural

Affairs Department actively encou-
raged a radical efflorescence in
the theatre, the supreme example
being, of course, the Mational Drama
Festival of 1976, With the General
Election of 1977 the theatre lost
its political momentum but ic has
yet not shown any signs of turning
away from the radical values which
were its central tensts during the
seventles.

supremacies

by Arjuna

This is what Prof. Sarachchandra
still finds it difficult to grasp.
The radicalisation in the theatre
(with all its attendant Infirmicies)
was no aberration but the product
of social forces with deeper-going
roots, This same inabllity to grasp
the current dominant values of
the theatre is also evident in his
recent review of “Pokury Vessa
done more in terms of acting,
techniques and make-up than In
terms of the play's content,

What we see here is an in-
tellectual  gulf  between two
generations. To Prof. Sarachchandra
—-the Sinhala and Pali Scholar,
pioneer of modern drama, aesthete
and intellectual —a generation that
does not worship the great tradi-
tion of the novel and the liberal
Intellectual ctradition is no more
than intellectual. But to the
contemporary —cut away from the
llberal tradicion by their manao-
lingual education and steeped In
econemlic  privations which make
the preoccupations of the older
intellectuals appear comically trivial
=Prof. Sarachchandra waving his
bedraggled bannsr of aestheticism
is a creature from another planer.

The theatre of the young doss
not appear likely to abdicate {at
least in the short run) jts basic
position of  portraying the
circumambient reality and seeking
solutions for our ills which turn
out wultimately to be rather
apocalyptic. Ideological imperfec-
tions and ctechnical frailties one
can easlly find in their works.
But they have something to offer
which the cloistered intallectuals
of Peradeniya’s golden days, now
deprived of their crown and sceptra,
grasp only imperfectly. The young
theatre hasa long way to go but
if its soclal commitmeant is fercilised
with the technical refinement which
the older dramatists can offer its
future will be far from bleak. But
such a situation can come about
only asthe result of an exchange
of views between the two genera-
tions, free from suspicion on the
part of one and patronising
attltudes on the part of the other.
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Farewell to Agrarian Radicalism

In. S5rl Lanka has had an
unhappy histery. The foundation
stone, the [958 Paddy Lands Act,

Agr[cultu ral tenancy legislation

was originally conceived as a
radical measure to break the
power of the village landlord,
Despite a string of amending

laws making It more effective, it
is widely reesgnised that it has

failed In its central goal. Instead
there have been large numbers
of tenant evictions and the

stipulation of a maximum rent of
a quarter of the harvest s
widely ignored. The tenant con-
tinues to pay a half share in
most rural areas, !

Some observers talk of 'failures

of implementation’. A more
fundamental cause of failure is
the weakness of the political

support mobilised behind the Act.

The Act originated in the com-
mitted radicalism of a small
group of politicians, intellectuals
and public servants. It neither

arose from nor gave birth to any
mass = mavement, and certainly
not a rural mass movement. Faced
with the opposition of most of
the political establishment, the
original intentions of the pro-
moters ‘were much emasculated
before the legislation became law.

It was largely chance that the
Act was not strangled at birth.
The wonder Is not that it became
a sickly child, but that ic lived
at all, Yet it did take on a
life of its own. In the Agrarian
Services Department established
to administer it was institutional-
ised a genuine commitment to
the interests of the tenant and
rural poor. In areas where the
power of rural property was not
totally dominant tenants did try
to take advantage of the Act.
Thus the payment of only the
legal rent of one quarter of the
yield seems to be the rule in

The author is a research
fellow of the Institute of Deve-
lopment Studies, Sussex Univer-
£ty

most of the relatively radicalised
Southern Province, and in many
parts of the Western Province.
Even in the Kandyan areas, where
property still reigns, there have
been stirrings of tenant asser-
tiveness.

Amended in the [960s, the
Faddy Lands Act was replaced,
although not substantially amended,
by the Agricultural Lands Law,
Mo, 42 of 1973, The main
difference was that the Cultiva-
tion Committees originally set up
to police the Paddy Lands Act
at local level were henceforth to
be politically-appointed  rather
than elected. This was a sequel
to the Agriculeural Productivity
Law MNo. 2 of 972, which laid
a strong obligation on cultivators
to cultivate ‘efficlently’ and esta-
blished politically-appointed Agri-
cultural  Productivity Committees
to supervise = Culcivation Com-
mittees and politically-appointed
Agricultural Tribunals to settle
disputes.

Disliked for their political par-
tiality and dismal performance,
Cultivation Committees, Agricul-
tural Productivity Committees and

Agricultural Tribunals were
suspended by the UNP govern-
ment elected in July 1977, The

duties of the Cultivation Com-
mittee were assumed by the new
Cultivation Officers, mainly local
UMP cadres assimilated Into the
public service. The new Agrarian
Services Act, No. 53 of 1979
gives statutory recognition to
Cultivation Officers and establishes
Agrarian  Services Counmittees,
with a majority of official members,
to replace the Agricultural Produc-
tivity Committees. The Act does
many other things as well. |t
ostensibly replaces the Agricul-
tural Productivity Law of 972
and the Agricultural Lands Law
of 1973, tidies up their provi-
sions, and provides a legal basis
for the new structure of rural
institutions.  To a large extent
the wording replicates that of
the two acts it replaces. However,

by M. P. Mocore

there are a number of small
changes in terms and phraseolozy
which indicate a very different
intention: a deliberate shift of
legal power away from the paddy
land tenant and in favour of the
landlord, with the evident ultimate
alm of allowing the latter to
resume control of as much ten-
anted land as possible. Not sur-
prisingly, no mention of this aim
is made in the preamble to
the Act.

There is one change likely to
come rapidly to the notice of the
tenant populatlon: an increase in
the maximum allowable rent. The
Agriculeural  Lands Law of 1973,
section 20, subsection 2, (ie. ALL:
20, 3), specifiad that this maximum
should be the lowest of three
possibilities: fifteen  bushels of
paddy per acre; 2 quarter of the

yield; or the ‘customary rent'.
The new legislation omits to
mention ‘customary rent', and

specifies that the maximum rent
payable shall be the greater of
the other two possibilities,

The other changes affecting
tenancy are more insidious. They
have greater long term implica-
tions, but are so deeply, burled in

the minutiae of legal provision
and procedure that they are
unlikely to come to the aware-
ness of the tenant until the
moment of truth: when they
deprive him of his land. For

the connecting thread which runs
through them all Is the provision
of more opportunities for the
landlord to resume personal con-
trol of tenanted land:-

(I) For the
ceiling has been
acreage which a tenant can leg-
ally cultivate. A tenant cultivating
more than five acres must sur-
render the excess to the landlord
(ASA: 4.)

first time a
placed on the

(2) Sub-tenants have formerly
been granted the same rights as
tenants. Not only will this legal
protection henceforth apply only
where the landlord consents in
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writing and where the local
Agrarian Services Committee is
notified, but failure to comply
glves the landlord the right to
resume personal control of the
land, thus evicting both direct
tenant and sub-tenant (ASA: 5, 7).

(3) A set of related changes
make the inheritance of tenancies
less likely in future Under the
Paddy Lands Act (PLA: 6, 1) and
the Agricultural Lands Law (ALL:

& |) a tenant could nominate
any citizen of Sri Lanka as
successor, Henceforth  only “a

member of his family' Is eligible
(ASA: 7, 1. Probably maore
importantly, the procedure for
nominating a successor has been
made much more troublesome.
Formerly this was poessible either

(a) thrcugh a document both
witnessed before a public or
judicial offlcial and registered

with the Registrar of Lands or,
(b) In a last will (PLA: 6 3
and 6: ALL: 6 3 and 6). This
last option Is no lenger available
(ASA: 7, 3). The tenant must
now go through the more ex-
pensive and difficult procedure.
It is certain that more tenants
will dle without nominating a
successor, Including, one suspects,
many not aware of the implica-
tions of the new Act. Formerly
a relative would Inheric the ten-
ancy, while the local Cultivation
Commicttee could have a say in
excluding persons "'not agcustomed
to cultivate paddy” PLA: 7, |
and 2; ALL: 7, | and 2). The
Agrarian Services Act allows only
the spouse, children, parents,
brothers and sisters of the dec-
eased to Inherit, and then only
if the successor *[s a persan
whose main occupation is cultiya-
tion and whose only source of

income is derived from  such
extent of land" je. the piece of
land in question (ASA: 8, I).

Foreseeing the possibility of there
being no legal successors to many
tenancies, the new act allows
the landlord to resume control
of the land {ASA: 13. [).

(4) Whereas a tepant wishing
to cease cultivating could formerly
transfer his right to his spouse
or any vrelative (or the local
Cultlvation Committee) (ALL: 10,
1), the new arrangement permics
transfer only to the spouse or
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children (ASA: 11, 1). The Cul-
tivatlen ~ Committee formerly
stepped [n where legal transfers
had not been effected; in future

the landlord can resume control
(ASA: 11 3).
(5) Under the Agriculcural

Lands Law the only recourse for
nen-payment of rent by the
tenant was civil proceedings for
debt (ALL: 2B). The new legisla-
tion does not even provide for
this procedure, but specifies evic-
tion, allowing the landlord the
right to resume control (ASA: 18.)

(6) Under the Agricultural
Productivity Law, MNo. 2 of 1972,
the landlord and the cultivator
of tenanted land were jointly

obligated to cultivate well (APL:
2 and 3), and both faced the

threat of dispossession if they
falled ‘to do so (APL: 7). Ho-
wever, certain clauses clearly

specified the landlord’s obligation
to provide cthe capital apd
equipment necessary to good
farming practice (APL: 2, 2 and 3
and APL; 5 ). The new legisla-
tien places no obligations on the
landlord either to take responsi-
bility for cultivation standards or
to provide the necessary capital
and equipment. Efficiency obliga-
tions are lald only on the culci-
vator, whether owner—culcivator
or tepant (ASA: 33 and 34. 2 and
3). Thus the Act allows for the
possibllity of the dispossession of
the tenant but pot the landlord
(ASA: 36). Under the Agricul-
tural Productivity Law land so
acquired could not be returned
to the [andiord but only let to
another tenant by the Agricul-
tural Productivity Commiteee (APL
7. 3). The new law makes return
to the owner possible (ASA: 37, 2).

There are a few other inciden-
tal points to be made about the
new legislation. For example, in
1773 the penalty for viclation of
the section on security of tenure
and eviction, ie. landlord crimes,
was a fine of up to five hundrad
rupeas or up to a month's Impri-
sonment in default of payment
(ALL: 3, 13). In 1979, after years
of inflation, the maximum cash
fine |s unchanged, and no mention
made of Imprisonment for defaulc
(ASA: 5, 13). Such Incidental
points however threaten to de-

tract attention from the main point
the opening up of large legal loop-

holes through which Ilandlords
can regain control of tepanted
land. It is difficule to avoid the

conclusion that this was consci-
ously done. The central element
appears to be the attempt to
make legal transfers of tenancies
so difficule that the land will
return to the landlords by default.
The apparent long run aim Is to
solve the ‘tenancy problem’' by
eliminating the tenant, but wich-
out the embarrassments of forced
evictions which are, it should be
said, very firmly and clearly prohi-
bited in the new Act.

The family of agrarian legisla-
tion to which the Agrarian Ser-
vices Act is the latest additien
has many hybrid characteristics.
The individual acts each cover a
wide variety of subjects: tenancy
legislation, rural Insticutions, land
consolidation, agricultural eredic,
standards of cultivation, irrlgation
regulations, wages of agricultural
labourers, hire charges for trac-
tors and buffaloes, and the cons-
titution of the Agrarian Services
Department. The reasons behind
this tradition of tackling such a
wide range of subjects in asingle
agrarian law are to be found in
the circumstances of the passing
of the original Paddy Lands Act.
Apart from the Immediate con-
flicts and compromises, a major
factor was the ideology of the
act's promoters. To them the
oppresslon and exploitation of the
rural poor-labourers and debtors
as well as tenants—was both cause
and consequence of the stagnation
of agricultural production. 'Feudal
exploitation” was one of the bonds
holding down the productive forces
in agriculture. Measures to uplift
the tenant, cthe labourer and the
debtor were but one necassary
aspect of agriculcural progress in
the widest sense of the term,
But the bonds on the productive
forces, like those on the poor,
could only be broken if the poor
themselves were to take a hand.
Cultivation Committees were to

be the insititutional expression
of the resurgence of the rural
poor. Rural democracy, the break-

ing ofthe bonds of exploitation, and
the unleashing of the productive for-
ces of agriculture were all of 2 piecs.



The hindsight of histery tells
us just how naive such hopes
were, Rural society has followed
a path very different from that
foreseen, The legislation relating
to rural institutions has remained
on the statute books, but the
institucions have been forced to
adapt to society. The unreality
of the democratic idealism behind
Cultlvation Committees has been
evident from the beginning, when
the Agrarian Services Department
had te intervene to sustain weak
Cultivatien Cemmittees and at-
tempt to free them from the
grip of the rural propertied. |In
the ensuing two decades the state
has become more aud more in-
velved in the performance of
duties eriginally allecated to local
demecracy. The local Institutions
have not only been undemocratic,
but have too often not function-
ed at all. They have been loaded

with more and more duties rela-
ted to agricultural development:
construction and maintenance of

local frrigation and drainage struc-
tures; collection of acreage levies
and crop insurance premia; issue
of farmer identity cards; issue of
seed, fertiliser and agrochemicals;
cooperation in agricultural demons-
trations and experiments; prepa-
ration and up-dating of land
records; hiringout of agricultural
equipment; preparation of annual
paddy production plans; and organi-
sation of voluntary labour cam-
palgns. Aside from weaknesses
in the original democratic Idealism,
such extra duties have been in-
appropriate to voluntary elective
bodies. The state has been zlmost
obliged to become more deeply

involved. The demacratic element
has been downplayed, and the
Cultivation Commitcees have in-

creasingly become the local agents
of higher-level institutional struc-
tures, the Agricultural producti-
vity Committees and the Agrarian
Services Department.

In many senses the new Agra-
rian Services Act is the logical

to

outcome of the unrealism of the
expectations of the Paddy Lands
Act. The creation of an official
bureaucratic structure to service
agriculture ac all levels, and the
relegation of farmer representa-

tives to a minor role are the
culmination of well-established
trends. The problem of local

democratic institutions raised by
the Paddy Lands Act has been
abolished. In these ways cthe
new legislation is quite under-
standable. Far less dafensible s
the use of the opportunity pro-
vided by the need for new legis-

lation to launch an atcack an
tenant's rights. The defence of
the tenant is one element in

the original Paddy Lands Act
which history has not made re-
dundant,

I, See |. K. Weerawardena, *‘Lessons
of an Experiment: The Paddy Lands
Act of 958" | Evaluation  Studies
Mo. 3, Division of Rural Institutions
and Agriculcural Praductivicy Laws,
Colombea, [975.
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FOR WHOM NO-BELL TOLLS

“lnjecting an element of mystery

political drama playing within
was last seen speeding towards

Londen., . . .

the confines
Maw Yark's
Airport dodging newspapermen and heading for a late
sfemembar'’ said one diplomat *“‘anyone who pulls this

inte the growing explosive
of the UM, Mr. Hameed
Kennedy International
nighe flight to

off may even end Up grabbing the Mobel Prize.™

(T.M Deen - CDN Dec 4)

Sri Lanka's High Commissioner Ernest Corea was symmaned and

persanally thanked by Canadian premier _
The news had apparently reachad even the man
three Sri
stretching out his
favourably. As
them rather curiously

peacemaking effarcs.
in tha streée literally.
accosted By a stréet bum
they responded td his request
with 2 word of tharks he asked
counery they were,

When

When told they were from  Sri

Joe Clark for his country’s
Larnkan diplémats were
hand for a clgarctte,
he parted company
from what
Lapnka the man

shot back knowledgeably *‘oh, isn't that the eountry which is trying

to help s in lran? **
the brief encounter.”

hile the proletarian boys

in the basement of our
newspaper offices were busy attend-
ing a week long IPl seminar on
the new print technology, their
colleagues at the typewfiters upst-
airs, the much-maligned tribe of
journalists, were giving us another
demonstration on the perfect
adequacy of the old techniques.
Why teach old dogs new tricks?

Though the press may be state—
controlled, sheer professionalism
shone through brightly. By reach-
ing the man-in-the-street, by
getting to the gist of the story,
by rigorous questicning and
tireless questing, through in-depth
analysis and investigative reporting,
by opinion poll and between-the-
lines subtleties, by working every
angle and some unknown to
geometry, by the supreme
craftsmanship in short of Deve-
lopment journalism, they were
giving us, their bemused and
benighted audience, the news-
behind—the news, the REAL story.

For instance. Did you think it
was our massive OPEC petltion
which scared the Indonesians, an
OPEC member, to glve us oil!
Or was It the cordlality of the
Suharto-layewardene talks? Did
you think, perhaps, that the Spirit
of Bandung moved the man who
ousted Soekarno and threw his
Foreign Minister Into jail?
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The three diplomars wers wildly thrilled by

(T.M. Deen - CDN Dec 12)

Along the grape-vine (or pipe-=
line) came the true story, and
the CDM'z diplomatic correspan-
dent (Indonesia Desk Only) loe
Segera was thera at the receiving
grd. The real hero was our ex—
putt shot champ (now Ambassador)
T.D.S.A (Jungle Ir.) Dissanayake.

But to each Journallst his own
ambassadorial favourite. In his
Austrian arrogance, Kurt Waldheim
fancies himsealf as the most admired
animal in the glass menagerie.
Conducting a straw poll among
the UN's lounge lizards, the CDN's
Premil Ratnayake gives him the
Retort Kurteous. Running a very
close second in popularity to
Waldheim is our own man, B L
Fernando, and by the time the
next local newspaperman sends
his despatch from the UN,  Wald-
heim may have conceded defeat.

After his UM stint, correspen-
dent Ratnayake, according to our
own far-flung news network, was
last  seen speeding  towards
Washington’s Dulles Alrport, dodg-
ing early morning traffic and sundry
Srl Lankans armed with hefty gift
parcels for thslr country cousins
back homa. Unllke T.M. Daen,
ex-Observarman, university wrest-
ler, Moslem muscleman and macho
muchan, Ratnayake has no taste
for unaccompanied baggage. But
before he took that dawn flight
to London Ratnayake squeezed In

The Outsider

a sentence In, another despatch
that Finance Minister Ronnie de
Mel, we trust, read and carefully
digested.

Ronnie regales us every week
that it is international confidence
in our newly achieved economic
stability (not to mention his own
%lubal exertions), has prompted
oreign banks to queue up with
applications, Indo-Susz, BCCI
CITIBANK, American Express etc.
But why Is Chase Manhattan shy,
inspite of Ronnie pow-wows with
the Rockefeller boys themselves?
Plainly, Ronnie went to the wmnﬁ
guy. According to Ratnayake, E
Kerner, our own boy from
Bambalapitiyva (now in the UNDF]
has more pals in New York than
David Rockefeller, WWell, Ronnie,
why not tackle our own feller?

Mot to be upstaged on diplomatic
intricacies and insights by the slster
CDM, the Observer presented s
Associate Editor, Phillp Coorey,
better known as the leading
western theatar-cum-film critic of

the mainstream media. Making
an easy transition from theatre
to what Deen might call the

great secret drama going on in
Sri Lankan chanceries abroad,
Phillp Coorey, produced an inspired
essay on the Importance of Being
Ernest Corea, our man In Ottawa,
Gamini Dissanayake, Ronnie de Mel
and Shaul Hameed, the poor man's
Henry Kissinger, may claim that
they did it, but a foreign ofiice
man with a “finger on the aid-
pulse” whispered into editor
Cooray's ear that the really
important ‘factor’ was none other
than ex-editor, now High Cemmis-
sioner Ernest Corea.

However, an air of mystery and
Incernational intrigue still hangs
over recent events involying our
top diplomats. Minister Hameed
had hardly commenced his confi-

dentlal conversation with his
counterpart Bani-Sadr when the
poor chap was sacked- High.

Commissioner Corea had hardly
lefe Prime Minister Clark’s office
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in the
forefront with the
nation.

From modest beginings the
People's Bank has become the largest
growing bank in Sri Lanka with over
230 branches islandwide.

Qur total assets have recorded an
increase of 339, in 1978.

Our Savings Deposits have acco-
unted for 567/ of the total savings
deposits of all commercial banks as at
the end of 1978.

Our programme for the future
involves several new schemes which
are designed to help uplift the eco-
nomy by loan and credit facilities to
cultivators, fishermen, industralists,
house builders, importers and exporters,,

These facts and figures speak so
eloquently about our growth and the
success we have achieved in national
finance, that today we can proudly say
that we are in the forefront with the
nation. P,

the Bank the nation

S on



when poor old Joe's government
fell, What is Sri Lanka up to!
Does ic matter, the sceptic may
well ask. Yet, the intelligent,
essentially inquisitiye Sri Lankan
reader, will want to know the
answers.

What were those three S5ri
Lankan diplomats doing when they
were accosted by a street bum?
Were they studying the problems
of urban housing or on 2 secret
mission for Minister Shaul Hameed?
Vhat time of the night was this
so-called brief encounter © which
left them so wildly chrilled? VWas
it on Lexington Avenue or in
the Yillage? An African diplomat
(unidentified) told a Sri Lankan
Journalist  (un-named) “lt's ' no
secret that next to Andy Yeung
your Minister is the most: popular
man with the Harlem Globetrot-
ters'" (A basketball team, not a
travel Club—Ed).

In the adventurous tradition of
Henry Kissinger and Mighty Mouse,
we continue then the saga of
Shaul. WWhen he last appeared in
this column Mr. Hameed, making
his grand eptrance into T. M.
Deen's MNew York flas, gave us
that scintillating opening line which
Neil Simon may have envied:
“"Sprats before international affajrs"’
he said, digging hungrily into Anne
Almeida's bowl of -haalmesso
badun. Ex-Observerman Kirthie
Abeysekera 'was on the spot to
file the exclusive story.

(The sight of the Statue of
Liberty seems to fill our reporters
in-transit with a liberating sense
of press freedom, if not poetic
licence), On the same occasion,
Minister Hameed, offering just a
glimpse of that Wildean wit for
which he ‘is famed from fkurana
to Acapulco, crushed Anne Almeida,
the pugnacious women's libera-
tionist, with an unanswerable
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riposte: ““Why then Is it His-tory
and not Her—story!™

To continue the story (His more
than Hers) we turn you to our
foreign correspondents:

TEHERAM:
As he entered Faoreign Minister
Bani-=Sadr's office Mr. Hameed

switched on his most machiavellian
smile, often mistaken for a cherubic
grin, and said ''Ah, the famous
Khomeinist, . !I'"" This was mis-
heard as ''the famous Communist’
by a cleaning woman in black
chaddor (actually a secret agent
of the' Islamic Fedayeen) who
reported it to the Revolutionary
Council. Bani-Sadr was last seesn
disappearing through a back-door,
chased by several judges of the
Islamic Revelutionary Court.

Said ‘a Teheran taxi-driver
knowledgeably: “A  joke is a
serious thing....Hameed's sinister
purpose was to de—stabilise Bani-
Sadr, a hardline fundamentalist,
in the first move in the game-
plan he had already worked out
with Waldheim, Brzezinski and
Gromyko and put in his place
the softline Shiite, Sadek Godthza-
deh''.

Qo M:

Hameed was next seen speeding
away in 2 battered Cadillag, the
abandoned personal property of a
former SAVAK agent, dodging
reporters. and bullats fired by
trigger-happy fadayeen who mistook

_him fer Peter Fonda, the American

actor, Qom the haly city is the
capital of the Ayatollah Ruhollzh
Khomeini. “Hameed who!"' said
A.R. K. in the briefest of non-
encounters, A professor of Islamic
studies who happened to be passing
by told me *‘The cryptic question
of the Ayatcllah js being studied
by several Koranic
discover whether it bore a hidden
message to  Jimmy You-Know-
Whao''.

LONDON:

SriLanka's Foreign Minister flaw
into kfog and a strike-bound
Heathrow airpert early this morning
for talks with Lord Carrington,

~with 25 cts,

scholars to

He was rushed to Lancaster House
where he was unfortunately mistaken
for a delegate from ZIPRA, the
guerrilla  organisation of ZAPU
of the Zimbabwe Patriotic Front.
A bit of a snafu, what?”" observed
a Foreign Office chap, his finger
firmly on the excited pulse of
his blue-eyed secretary.

COLOMBO:

Outrside the Oberoi, the Outsider
was accosted by a friendly native
stretching out his palm for 2
rupees, the bus fare he said to
Malay Street to collect his free
textbooks, The Outsider, as s
his wont, considered the request
dispassionately, welghing pros and
cons, seasenal generosity and
inflationary spirals, and then parted
Before he left, the
local yokel, a disgustingly inquisitive
bloke, asked the Outsider who he
was. When he told the man he
was a journalist, the fellow shot
back knowledgeably: '“You are not,
| trust, the cretin Chanakya or
the moron Muditha.. .’ | denied
the charge angrily, threatening to
sue him for libel. ‘‘Okay, okay™
he concluded sagely “Hameed may
not grab the Nobel prize but thera
are still many an unsolved riddle
in the Hameed mission.....if one
of you journalists pulls it off, you
may even grabthe Pull-itzerprize.’

FLASH
HAMBURG:

A Srilankan official ena secret’
aid-mission to the FRG was spotced
by a local journalist as the former
was accosted by a friendly frau.
Asked about the brief encounter,
the official sajd: "'She wanted a
light for her cheroot....when |
responded to her other gentle
inquiries favourably she asked me

from whieh country | came. When
I said ‘5ri Lanka' she replied
sweetly “Your delegation made

such a fine contribution to the
Disarmament debate, | would like
you to come up and see my old
Mazi medals.. "

Anyway, that's His-story.



April Insurgency 1971 -
by Podi Athula (5)

JVP and political
sado - masochism

elated to splittism, sectaria-
Rnism had also been an explicit
feature of the IVP. In all fairness
to the JVP, it must be said that,
sectarfanism has become the rule
rather than an excepticn within
the lankan Left, It is somewhat
ironic that the atomization of the
left is characterized by an
unexplicable and irrational mutual
antzgenism. When one discusses
the attitude of the JVYP to other
left parties and vice wversa, one
may notice that this had assumed
the nature of a cannibalistic kind
of mutual animosity. The recent
events that led to the disintegration
of the proposed “unity for action”
amang some of the left parties
only bear witness to this sorry
state of affairs. As Podi Athula's
bock reveals the suspicious and
hostile  actitude of the JVP
towards the other left parties is
not something new. Quoting
Loku Athula's evidence before the
CIC (a bad source, anyway) he
states that VWijeweera wanted to
destroy the leaders of the left
parties  physically  before the
revolution (p. 45). On the other
hand, the record of the traditional
left, in its attitude towards the
IVP, is not so good either. We
fave the statement Issued by the
Secretaries of the constituent
parcies of the then United Front,
Whereby they appealed to their
members and supporters to fight
mercilessly and without hesitation
2gainst, what they called, the
agency of reaction. (p 8! and 82),

Mow, both the JVP and the
traditional left parties operated
withour  making the slightest
zccomodation  with each  other.
Birter hostility ruled out any
possibility of even a critical
recognition of at least the
legitimacy for existence of
either party., In this sense,

the showdown of April 1971 can
also be viewed as the climax
cfthisever—deepeninganimosit}r
between the JVP and the two
principal parties of the old left.

RESEARCH

by J. Uyangoda

Now we identify two mutually
related characteristics of the IVP.
They are (i) splittism internally
and (ii) secretarianism externally;
Then, how can one explain this
‘political sado-masochism’, if
I may borrow a phrase from
psychology. As far as most of
the other [eft parties are concerned,
both splittism and secretarianism
emanates either from one's theore-
tical superiority complex or a
considered and delated disagreem-
Ent over a concrete [ssue or issues,
But in the IVP, both in ijts
internal disputes or In its attltude
towards others, no such thought
—out reason was visible. Moreover,
the JVP failed to make any
political or theoretical analysis of
any party or group of the left.
What it had were conclusions
accompanied with hostile state-
ments, simple equations and gross
generalizations. In other words,
emotion prevailad over reason.
It may be this emotional
subjectivism which prevented
the JVP from having any kind

of acknowledgement of the
part played by the old left,
especially in the formative

stages of the Lankan Socialist
movement.

Parallel to this was the obstinate
refusal of the old left to accept
the fact that it was their own
abandonment of  revolutionary
politics that had necessitated and
facilitated the emergence and
growth of a hostile New left
movement. Co-opted by bourgeois

parliamentary politics, the leader-
ship of the old left identifiad
themselves with the establishment
and any challenge or threat to
the estahblished order, they
considered, was aimed at
themselves too. Suffice to recall
how they aver-reacted, with
vengeance, ever since the JVP
started open political activities in
the middle of 1970.
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Prelude to...

( Continyed from Page 25)

That was notall. Anti-democratie
features became part of bourgeois
legislation. The new government
promulgated a constitution desi-
gned to bring about a comfortable
two party parllamentary system.
In the teeth of oppesition an
Essential Services law was passed.

Public sector

Mereover the entire public sector
is being dismantled and being
handed aver lock, stock and barrel
to private businessmen.  Price
controls have been removed and

extensive tax concessions are
being granted to the capitalist
class.

Meanwhile in the highest quarters,
Singapore is being held out as a
model. The green light for invest-
ment, consumerism and corruption
of the worst sort has come on.

The seventies were therefore
first and foremost a decade of
crisis for the capltalist system.
The bourgeols parties reacted by
imposing more and more curbs
on democracy. As the seventies
draws to a close—the movement
towards further and further
authoritarian rule is clearly under
way. Notwithstanding the repea-
ted reassurances regarding the so-
called restoration of democracy
and the sanctimonious statements
about a ‘dharmista’ society — the
inexorable move towards dic-
tatorship was the predominant
feature of the decade.

Paralleled with this development
is the sitvation within the left
movement. True that the first
half of the decade saw the major
parties of the left in the coalition
with the SLFP. Inside the Com-
munist Party, there has beena
self-critical analysis of this
period. This shows that the
customary vigilance and defence
of peoples rights were not in the
forefront of the left's activities
at this time. Corrective measures
are however being taken.
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In spite of the seeming confusion
that exists—there are signs that
the much=lamented disunity In the
left is being overcome. The slogan
of *unity in action"—Is being
understood and supported by more
and more left thinking people.

Common platform

The most significant feature of
the end of the seventies is that
for the first time In history —the
older left parties and the new
parties —represented malnly by the

JVP, were able to appear on a!

common platform. The fact that
this was a platform in defence of
peoples rights—added to the impor-
tance of the occasion.

It is also significant that the
lefc parties which had in fact over
emphasised the parliamentary road
to power, have come to rely more
and more on extra - parliamentary
forms of struggle. Mot even the
reformist T.U's can stand aside
In the face of a genuine new
upsurge that in evident among the
leading Trade Unlons.

We thus see a new situation that
is emerging as we move Into the
eightles. The bourgsolsia on the
one hand trying to retain power
by dictatorial methods—and the
left moving towards a polarisation
which will epable it to confront
the former. In the face of Inflation,
unemployment, cut-backs In real
wages and attempts to take away
rights of the people - the seventies
that are concluding, have been a
mere prelude toa period of new
struggles in which the mass move-
ment will move into gigantic new
battles. The stage is therefore
sat for struggles in which the
whole question of power will
be resolved in ways other than
we have been used to in the
past.

Theatre ...

(Continued from Page =2z)

hits, but most commeonly it was
just cheap political innuendo. Some
apologists mistakenly read profound
significance into such verbal sniping
and triggered off a lively debate
which rewarded us with one un-

forgettable epithet, ‘pappadam
natya.'

The Seventies gave us, not
mature and intelligent political

theatre, but our own wversion of
bouleyard drama which traded
upon, or vented prevalling public
frustrations and encouraged a mood
of eynicism through the politically-
loaded double-entendre. This
drama, as formulalc as anything
that had gone before, wasn't by
any means a measured response
to the real and imagined short-
comings of the stylised mode
which formed its target. In fact,
the Seventies falled to bring forth
an artlstically realized refutation
of the musical idiom. Buct the
decade did demonstrate a widely
falt concern about the soclal uses
of theatre.

This primary cognition of the
social dimension of theatre is,
to my mind, the most positive
and hopeful aspect of Sinhala
theatre in the Seventies. Ad-
mitcedly, it did not find inspired
expression on the stage and this
perhaps was why critical interest
In drama waned during the |ate
Seventies. Incidentally, icis worth-
neting that It was the cinema
which enticed critical attention
away from the stage. Today, it
is the cinema that js taken to
be the more promising medium,
an exact reversal of the Sixtles
situation.

But theatre s too resilient and
immediate an art to remain in
the background for too long. If
In the Sixties, we had Playwright
as Aesthete, and in the Seventies,
Playwright as Entertainer, in the
Eightles we shall nesd Playwright
as Thinker. | suspect he Is hiding
somewhere in the wings — we
scarcely gave him a chance in
the Seventies,



.mm_:c:cu
Moid-pay, )

241 03 Suppyq;.
19 U3 se 50
,u_.:uc_um_m_._,_m_:_a:_
S 30ua 21 Y

2 ey,
*3Ng) 1

® Saysignd g

Adp Wy g
Hh)g o

HNciud 5¢

HYdisy) g HNogy, 2hiby
.cw_._._:_..__P.__..wn_.,_.5_:._.:. .

Walupn CLIET

OBl

AR Ly Pue 5
SNhay oy Uop,
Gissod g,

un__m}, dig
Oul o Aliog o

Lmp 13y g Sl U p

NUasag «

e (VTR

Ir
Wz A0 o]

1

Plogs Paly,
Unesia)g Lup

Uoiey

Lmﬂ_n_m:_u

[Bldadg .:c:mﬁ_:amhc
q H9nd 4o 544,
m_.___n_umr_ "I Ydlegsy, Mo
2l jo Adoad

:EE:EEGU
Yl HBlWAp) 4 ;.,._E.u_u“ a0y
..toc_quw__ 2uay ayy ‘Mdtag, _muEr_uE-:oc }_hm:m:c
3|8 ) .,,.a_._m_.._ :EEQE?EU Wagin, Ll m:__..én miop__m-mﬁ__m Pue .wE___ Slop
-Palgngd :EEE IBtauag 8] _..Eca.u._ B3 MU, Pue .E_zn_imm__ﬂ_n_ _umw.__Eumam .m__._nEmD:cE
SRR WO GG, 1 TSP IBnsiaoipng Pug Paiu 10 bm__:.u; apim p S33Npo Sy
YL Hiom g m::n._u_n. 10 npg :EraﬂE_ ue 5 ‘._E_uumwh Siy) o mm_:mwh. 23 m::q..__Emmm_ﬁ
: UG5 0% awae Lh Yaeggy, EE,H._ELE_.__ME SModdne B uey
_.uu_._.__Uu_ 1B SPaup ...”._._.H jo m_t._ﬂ...._. a
Paw Y Uonesnp.




THE HOUSE YOU HAVE
ON TERMS YOU CAN'T

Don’t squander your money on fancy
priced land. Come to us for a com-
fortable house in Colombo 3, 4, 7 or 10

At Maradana - Sri Vipulasena Mawatha
Housing Complex
A  medium-scale, shopping cum residential complex

containing 28 shopping units, 16 two bedroom houses
and 16 bed-sitters.

In Kollupitiya — 8th Lane Housing Complex

Eighty four, 4 bed-roomed houses, grouped into seven
smaller blocks, standing on 13 acres of land facing the
proposed Marine Drive and Sea.

On R. A. De Mel Mawatha
Housing Scheme

— Liberty Circus

A multi-purpose complex of three 17 -storey towers.
The complex will consist of 116 fully air - conditioned
houses, each 2000 sq. ft. serviced by lifts, emergency

standby systems and basement car park.

At Kollupitiya — Kollupitiya Lane
Housing Scheme

A multi-purpose complex‘ consisting of three 17 - storey
towers each accommodating 153 luxury, three-roomed
houses of 1200 sq. ft. Each block will have a basement
car park, a ground-floor, shopping centre and two floors
of offices.

At Bambalapitiva — Marine Drive
Housing Scheme

Two tower blocks of houses and maisonettes, facing
the proposed Marine Drive and the sea, The first block
of 17 storeys will contain 60 two - bedroom flats The
second block rises to 24 storeys and consists of 48,
3 - bedroom maisonettes. Both blocks will be serviced
by basement car parks, lifts and emergency standby
systems and have a podium at first floor level.

In Colombo 7 — Bullers Lame Housing Scheme

Located behind BMICH building, this middle class
housing development will consist of 95 units, terraced,
two storey houses, each 3 bed-roomed and with its own
separate garden and backyard with direct street access.

BEEN DREAMING OF...

EVEN DREAM OF!

NOW HOUSES IN COLOMBO FOR
THE UPPER MIDDLE INCOME
GROUP.

The National Housing

target - a house for every family has done a great
deal to relieve the housing difficulties of the lower
and middle income groups. The housing needs of the
upper middle income group, however, had for very
long been mneglecied. And today speculation in land

has jacked up land values to such astronomical heights’

that for most persons jn this group, owning a house
of his choice has become only a dream. Bat now, at
last, the National Housing Development Authority
has initiated a series of meaningful steps to transform
this dream into reality. The National Housing Deve-
lopment Authority is in possession of sites in the
prime residential areas of Kollupitiya, Bullers Lane,
Bambalapitiya and Maradana.

HOUSING UNITS IN THESE SCHEMES
WILL BE PRE-SOLD ON EASY TERMS.
A MODEST DOWN PAYMENT AND THE
BALANCE IN COMFORTABLE INSTAL-
MENTS AFTER THE HOUSES ARE HAN-
DED OVER.

For youw, this means that the house of your dreams
can be yours without the worry and bother usuwally
involved in building or buying a house. Fill the
coupon and send it to:-

The Chairman

National Housing Development Authority
Sir Chittampalam Gardinar Mawatha
Colombo 2.
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