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Lid., UK. ‘he same Formula is
used by IC] Pdints Factories in UK.,
Aus_tralia_,. India, .Malaysia, Singa-
pare, Indanesia and i many other
countries,  This -Formula, backed
by upto-date technalagical advan-
ces in paints production has made
these trusted paints extremely popular
. for refinishing cars all over. the world,

All the 'DUCO’ Ancillaries that go to
make the 'DUCD Systom -primers, putty,
filler and thinner-have been carefully formu-
lated to ensurd complate compatibility, How-
aver, they may not be campatible with paints
and ancillaries supplied by oiher sedrces,
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signbaard ensures you are dealing with
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supply af quality "DUCO' paints

and ancillaries at fixed prices. Thay

L will b hap_pv in providing gther
[aflesd sorvices such as colour - matching
*nd selving -applicational prablems.

Send us a sell-addressed stamped
envelope and learn all you want 1o
know about the 'DUCO"  System,

CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES
COLOMEO LIMITED,

P. 0. Box 352,

Hemas Building-
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Indira’s long shadow

Right through last week, the
majer embassies in Colombo as
well as representatives of the
international media  fhad one
question uppermost in mind —
how will Indira Gandhi's victary
influence political trends in Sri
Lanka?

Since pre-independence times
Indian politics has had a direct
bearing on developments here
but few observers will care to
deny the close parallelism which
emerged in the Indira-Sirimag
years. Indira Gandhi (“Save
India, Call Indira") made the
cover on our December (st jssye
which also had as its main
local story “Waiting for Mrs.
G.", with a picture of Mrs.
B. In @ pathetically  painful
effort to deny this long-estahli-
shed connection “*Sunday Obser-
ver” columnist made rome
incoherent noises about Kachg-
chativu blithely Ignorant of (ar
indifferent to) the simple fact
that it was the UNP's election
propaganda which made Indirg-
Slrima, Sanjay-Anura identifica-
tion complete,

MNow  from Washington to
Peking, Cairo to Tokyo, Sri
Lanka watchers want to know
whether Indira's victory will
affect Sirima's  political for-
tunes.

Not—so okay Silva

When the court ruled in
favour of Daha’s election peti-
tion, Mr. Albert Silva's problems
started.  Mominotion

or  no
nomination? The answer was
‘Na'. But then his luck WS

in, There was a vdcancy at
Kamburupitiya. Thanks to our
highly advanced constitution he
could be an MP once more,
without all the Inconveniznce
of a by-election.

Then the troubles start again,
The police have to step in when
Komburupitiya's citizens (UNP
Supporters, presumably) welcome
their mew MP/

Lake House exodus

While tycoon Upali Wijewar-
dena's newspaper hos yet to
see the light of day, Cousin
Ranjit, the ex-ANCL boss, will
launch a three-pronged ottack
on the big combines with Sinhalg
weeklies — for women, children
ond o family oudience.

The secret of D.R.'s suecess,
the biographers have it, was
circulation. An exodus of Ranjit
loyalists  from Loke House
brought bad news to the Lake
House menagement. All of them
were top executives —g “'Ding-
mina” editor, the Circulation
chief ete.

Meanwhile there's  trouble

brewing in the non-native quarter
too. A comment by Saddler
top CDN columnist, on Tony
Blunt, the Cambridge don who
Is o self-confessed Russian spy,
had several refersnces to Sry
Lankan communists who studied
at Cambridge. The names
mentioned included Keuneman,
Kandiah and Vaidyalingam, all
top CP members,

‘Saddler' was quoted by the
‘South China  Morning Post',
Hong Kong, in an AFP despatch
frem Colombo. But another
Hong Kong journal ASIAWEEK
poch-poched the Soddler com-
ment.  Both the AFP's Colombo
correspondent and  Asioweek's
man are Lake House journalists.

In other internal develop-
ments, the |45 year old 'Obser-
ver' has gone tabloid and the
fanata' iz being taoken cver by
the Editor of the Siluming.
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Prof. Wilson on Tami!
Consciousnoss

It Is not often that one finds
a Professar of Politlcal Science
making a committed contribu-
tlen on a contemporary palitical
question of controversial nature,
As Anthony H. Birch, anather
Canadian Professar of Political
Sclence, says, "It is not necassary
for scholars, as distince from
policy makers, to commit chem-
selves to a normative position
about ethnic loyalties and the
resurgence of minority national-
Ist movements," But on the
question of the problem of the
Tamil natienal minorities of the
country, Prof. Wilsen is not
fust ancther politieal scientist,
but the son-in-law of the
‘father of Tamil Nationalism
and the progenitor of Tamil
Mationhood™, te quote Wilson's
own words, Wilson's remarks
carry even greater significance,
Inview of the leading role —the
Tamll intelligentsia was so mado
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to believe— that he supposedly
played in the functions of the
Presidential Commissicn formu-
lating possible solutions to the
Mational gquestion.

Maturally, a ray of hope or
a sign of sanguinity would have
been expected to emanate fram

the son-in-law of 5. ). V.
Chelvanayzkam, In the laffna
Central College Hall. MNothing

came out, that could make any-
body hopeful or sanguine about
animminent sectlement through
same form of decentralisation
on lines recommended by the
Presidential Commission. In his
prize-day address, Wilson has
stated what should have been
conditions precedent to the
whole exercise, as necessary
conditions for the success or
survival of the outcome of the
same as excrcise, No carte-
blanche, either, from him, to
those Morthern MPsin obvicus
hurry to bury the Eelam hatchet
and qualify for Dharmista bliss.
But only a grim warning: the
present parliamentary leadership
would be "sweptaway in a storm
and replaced by an extreme
leadership which means busi-
ness'’, If the former concedes
to anything that would net be
“tangible and substantial In
exchange' for the Eelam demand.
What one is tempted, to add
here is that already concessions
have been made in the form of
sheer inaction by the Tamil
political leadership to what has
been experienced by the Tamils,

particulzarly, In lafina, In the
latter half of 1979, One is also
inclined to say that in deli-

berately aveiding the task of
making any positive recommen-
dations, Wilson has dispelled
‘the illusion’, that he had helped
to create in the minds, atleast
of the Tamil people, about the
possible outcome of a solution
from the findings of the Presi-
dentlal Commission,

Finally, notwithstanding Wil-
son’s manifest standpoint, slang,
the inward looking approach, the
gloomy-predictive tone and the
not too savoury federal flavour,
one cannot but agree wich
Wilsan, however much one might

wish that he is wrong, when
he says that “Sinhala and Tamil
nationalism have come to stay.—
le is wunlikely that the two
nations ean ever come together,

“Economic palliatives may ease
the tensions but wounds created
by the riots of [956, 1958, 1961
and 1977 cannot be exsily healed.
Mor can the blatant discrimina-
tion practised against the Tamil
people in the post-Sinhala only
years since 1956, Mor can the
Tamll people turn a blind eye
te the Sinhala army of occupa-
tlon in their midsc. Take
these all away, and | ‘would
stlll doubt thac Tamil nationalism
will ever be stilled."

Colombo 6. R. T, Nayagam.

Tamil Awakening

It is wvery refreshing to read
the reproduction of the speech

delivered by Dr. A. J. Wilson
at the Jaffma Central College
in the December, [5th issue

of the L. G, | say it is refreshing
after follewing the abstract pole-
mics of the other writers.

Those were somewhat akin
to religious preachings In Pall,
Latin and Arable, | would say,
without much concern as to
whether it is being understood
by the people, or for that
matter, by the priest himself!

Professor Wilson says that the
Tamils had fallen Into a state
of deprivation due to the elitist
power comblnation based on
Goigama, Karawa and Wellala
or Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim.
He states that the Sinhzalese
Goigama mislead the Tamils
who were magnanimous and
generous. | would say genera-
Ily all these communities as a
whole had been neglected by
the elite of those blocs, The
Tamils acutely became concious
of it when they started losing
the privileges cthey had in
Gaovernment white—collar jobs
which was the main source of
income of the middle class str-
ata of their society. If you losk
at It from that point of view,
| would say, that [t was not
only Tamlils but generally all
the communities other than

the members of the urban bour-
geaisie who were English edu-
cated and had facilities mare
than thelr brothers.

| respectfully say that this was
due more or less ta the lop-
sided economlic framework of
thiz elitist power bloc, whose
thoughts were ‘power wise' and
not ‘country wise'. |t was mon-
ey and business and productivity.
They fed the limbs forgot the
other pares. The consequences
are felt now In our society.

| also disagree with the lear-
ned Doctor on his opnlon that
the Muslims have a greater affi-
nity to Tamil culture and the
Tamil language than to Sinhala
culture and language, | would
say apart from preasent day
politics, culturally, historically
and ethnologically it would be
totally Incorrect.

Finally I wish to express my
appreciation of Dr. Wilson's
speech over the other aspects
af the Tamil problem. Especi-
ally his genuine effort in trying
to understand the problem as
a true scholar dedicated to find-
ing asolution, instead of mak-
ing a flashy, attractive political
speech to please his brethren
as most do now a days.

Sudarma Dhanapala.

Kandy.

Bad habits
Patrick  Jayasuriya  should,
consult  Aruni Proops of the

Sunday Observer who will assure
him that masturbation is good
for him and not a bad habic
at all. What Is abad habit is
that he should write fibs about
peaple. | have availed myself
of the courtesy af vour columns
for “intellectual”™ (if Pl will so
have it) exchanges but not with
my ‘‘buddies’; nor can the
exchanges fairly be called liter-
ary or even ''pseudo-literary”
either in content or in style.

Kallupitiya, Costain de Yos

The letter “Too Scholastic™
gppearing in L. G. Vol 2 Mo, 17
waps written by Mr. R. 5, Perin-
banayagam.




Scholars explore and explode myths

iscussion of ethnic or national-
D[t;f prablems in Sri Lanka-
particularly the relationships bet.
ween the Sinhala and Tamll commu-
nities-has been often charged with
great emotional fervour, but sel-
dom have thase issues baan |ookad
at in the context of a correct
Interpratation and analysis of the
country's  historical background.
The seminar organised by the Social
Scientists Association on “MNationa-
lity problems in Sri Lanka' held
recently was therefore path-break-
ing and of enormeus significance.
It was the first time that a group
of scholars had gathered together
to discuss and analyse the back-

ground to the country's ethnic
canflices.

The papers presented at the
Seminar fell into two groups:

those dealing wich the growth of
Sinhala and Tamil identity consci-
ousness during the pre-colonial
pericd and those concerned wich
the impact of developments during
the calonlal perlod.

Dealing with the peopling of
Sri Lanka, Dr. Senake Bandara-
nayzke showed how the island
had been peopled by various groups
of migrants at various times and
the resulting amalgam had coalesced
into a homeogeneous society and
that this process had beecn assoc|-
ated with the growth of a cancra-
lised state. Challenging the Vijayan
and Aryan myths,, he pointed
out that priority in chronclogical
time could not be construed as can-
ferring any claims to priority by
any particular group,

Dr. Susantha Goonatilake, basing
his paper on recent archaeological
findings and on a  reinterprecation
of chronicle material demonstrated
that Sri Lanka and South India
had shared, in the prehistoric
peried, a common economic struc-
ture and techonological base, with
settled agriculture dependent on
irrigation; however at a certain
stage, this society had adopted
a language and religion derived
from Morth India. Te him, this
was one of the central contradice-
fons of early Sri Lankan history.
He zalso emphasised the crucial

role that Buddhism had played
in legitimising the systems of rule.

Professor  Leslie Gunawardana
traced the growth of 2 ‘Siphala’
consgiousnass, He showed that

during the early stages, the word

‘Sinhala’ had been " applied only
to the king and tha king group:
this identity had even baen with

hald from all the othar retainars
and followers. Later the scops of
those embraced in the concept
'Sinhala’ had been widened, mainly
inorder to cement their adherence
and loyalty to the royal family.
The whole pracess was associated
with the growth of feudal king-
doms and principalties in Sri Lanka.
He also demonstratad that the
numgraus wars fought betwasen
rulers of principalities and king-
doms in the island betwean them-
selves or with the kings and rulers
of neighbouring South Indian king-
doms could not be regarded as
arising  from ethnic  or religious
conflicts. They were struggles for

power between feudal kingdoms,
such kingdoms often embracing
people of various ethnic groups

and religions. The wars between
Dutugemunu and Elara have naces-
sarily to be seen in this light:
Dutugemunu had to overcome 32
other kings bafore he faund him-
self sufficiently strong to chal-
lenge Elara, whose armies conta-
ined many Sinhala people and ane
of whose chief genarals was Inde-
ed a Sinhalese. This paper also
analysed tha Aryan myth, its orlgin
and the way It was used in vari-
lous periods, up ta the present.

The Dutugemunu-Elara eonflicits
was elaborated by Dr. W. I. Siri-
weera who dealt with the histo-
riography of this particular episode.
The Dipavamsa, our earliest chrani-
cle, had not even referred 1o
Elara as 2 Tamil or a Chola and
had spoken in the highest terms
of his sense of justice. It described
Elara as calling on Buddhist monks
for advice and repairing inadvercent
damage to Buddhist monuments.
The Mahavamsa, written about
400 A. D. had different emphasis:
even though mentioning Elara's
claims as a just king, the epi-
sode is now magnified to Bpic

proportions—- as war fought to esta-
blish Sinhala Buddhise dominane
over a Tamil HMinduy usurper. The
Pujavaliya, written in the twelfth
century distorts the picture furth-
er: Elara s here a crusl ruler,
oppressing the Sinhalese and indu-
lging in ant Buddhise activities who
was justly killed by a ruler serjv-
INg to reastablish the Buddha sasa-
na in all its glory. Dr. Siriweera
made the point that historians of
each epoch tend to project their
own feelings and situations on
their interpretation of past events
and said chat many contemporary
historians  and parcicular taxt
books base their Interpretations
ojn the Mahavamsa — Pujavaliya tradi-
Lion.

There was genaral agreement
that the present chauvinism among
the Sinhalese and Tamils could
not derive from our historical
background; a correct understan-
ding of our history woeuld deny
any legitimacy to claims of super-
farity or chonological priority aof
any particular groups to control
or awnership of this island.
Concepts such as the Aryan descent
of the Sinhala peanls through Vi-
Jaya had na historical basis and
in fact myths elaborated at subse-
quent periods of history to legiti-
msce the claims of particular
groups. It was evident that the
tauses of present conflicts must be
SOUEht In  currect circumstances
and that the Sinhala or Tamil hiscot-
Ic conscioussness which is invoked

to fuel this  conflicte has been
distorted,

The second sesslon dealt with
the colonial period. Dr. K. Siva-

thamby examined the social forma-
tion of the Tamils in Sri Lanka.
He discussed the widely-disparate
Bconomic structures of the Tamils
in laffna, in Batticaloa and in
Mannar and the Vavuniya areas
and the consequent diffarences in
thelr social organisation and legal
forms. Daspite thase differences,
he traced the manner in which
these different groups had been
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drawn together and had indeed
developed an fdentifizhle Tamilian
consciousness as 3 respaonse to
Sinhala chauvinism,

The development of such a
Tamilian consciousness during the
19th and 20th centuries was the
special subject of a paper presented
by Dr. K. Kailasapathy. Heanalysed
the various factors that had gone
inte its fashioning, including the
development of the Dravida move-
ment in Seuth India and its Impact
on Tamil-speaking people in Sri

Lanka. He a'se described the
various manifestations of this
censciousness Inocultural and are
forms.

The development of a Tamil
consciousness was strong  enough
to draw into its fold, even for

a short-time, the plantation Tami|

community. However, thetremen-
dous econemic  differences  had
earlier kept them apart and

are daoing so now. The special
problems that face the plantation
Tamils and the development among
them of a consciousness of an
idantity separate from ether Tamil-
speaking peoples in 5ri Lanka was
the subject of a paper by Dr, P

Devaral. A. consideration of the
cantents of this paper appearcd
to cast strong doubts on the

success of present attempts to
integrate the plantation and village
communities,

A paper by Dr. Kumari Jayawar-
dena traced the growth of capitalism
in 5ri Lanka and showed haow
the absence of a streng national
bourgeoisle with anti-imperialist
contradictions distorted the natio-
nalist movement which remained
inciplent and did not develop
into a fully flegdged naticnalist

struggle that would have united
all ethnic groups, The paper also
demanstrated that  the Sinhala

petty-bourgeoisie, lacking broad
opportunities for economic advance-

ment through trade because of
the dominance of British and
Indian merchant capital in these

areas, were guick to divert their
antagonism towards Indian and
other local ethnic groups. This
attitude was backed by a certain
degree of religious and cultyral
revivalism (financed by the Sinhala
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TV and ‘The dangerous woman’

66 his Is not a caseof pillar
to post but SLBC pillar
to post office” said a former

Fermanent Secretary as he walked
out of a queue at the SLBC minus
the TV licence he had come there
to obtain. The radio keeps making
threatening announcaments of the
dire penalties which TV owners
will suffer if they do not obtin
their licences. But where do you
get them? After many fruicless
hours in  queues at two post
affices, several hundred owners of
TV sets Joined a queus at the SLBC.

With the lunch  break, the
counter was closed and the queus
vanished, A new queus formed
itself in the hot afterncon sun.
By about 4 p. m. the counter elerk
anneunced the sad news that he
had run out of forms! When would
new forms be available? The SLBC

would send for them next day-
if transport was available!

But lavish self-praise marked
the speech of the Minister of
State (Information) when he spoke
about the mass media In the
budget debate. Sri Lanka TV
will NOT  fallow the BBC. the

Indian or any other network but
produce its own programmes, he
said.  Another senior minister
expressed contrary thoughts, His
grandchild was so glued to the
TV that she wanted to be 3
“Bionic Woman" he complained.

“soon the gavernment will put
on its own show, genuinely Sri
Lankan of course.... it will be
called BAYANAKE GENI,... Dan-
geraus Woman' wisecracked an
5LFP journalist, adding “of course
naturally, it wen't be . exported to
India For domestic consumption,
only!®

Emergency ends

The Civil Rights Movement has
welcomed the end of emergancy
rule in laffna district and the
Katunayake area. The CRM says
that it Is gratifying te note that
the Public Security Ordinance is
no longer in operation in any
part of the island. This state
of affairs, it hopes, will cantinue
not merely throughout the new
year but the whole decade,

Emphasising once more that
the emergency in force was "far
more drastic than any needs of
security could Justify™ the CRM
notes that it provided for the

merchants) harking back to past
glories, the Aryan myth and to
the 'Sinhaladipa’ and ‘dhammadipa’
concepts.

The constitutional manipulations
of the British rulers exploited
these divisive tendencies and this
aspect formed the subject macter

of Susil Siriwardena's paper. He
traced the wvarjous stages of
constitutional development during
Briish rule which tended to

strengthen ethnle differences and
he stressed the underdevelopad

death penalty for even trivial
offences, repreducing the same
regulation Introduced by the previ-

ous goyernment just after the
1971 Insurreccion.
The CRM also observed that

despite the end of the emergency
twa laws which contain many
features of Emergency rule are
operative thraughout the country —
the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(valid for 3 years) and the Proscrip-
tion of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam and other
similar organisations Law exten-
ded in mid-1979 for a further year,

state  of nationalist

colonial Sri Lanka., Neil Kuruppu
in his  paper on Communalism
and the labour movement referred
to the absence of a proletarian Ideo-
logy and a strong class—consciousness
in the early years of the movement
and the tendency of the workers
to lapse into communalism during
periods of economic erisis, He
also referred to the failure of the
Left parties to overcome the
chauvinistic tendencies of the
Sinhala bourgeals and petty-bour-
geols classes,

idealogy in



INDIA

Indira’s dramatic return

The Congress (Indra) has almest

won 2 two-thirds majority in
the Lok Sabha. What few people
expected and many feared has
taken place. Overwhelming power
has once mare besn concentrated
in the hands of a single political
party at the centre without the
possibility of any constitutional
check on its use and abuse. The
Janatha Party and Its allles did
not have a two—thirds majoricy
in the Lok Sabha and were in a
minority In the Rajya Sabha, the
upper House. Under Mrs. Gandhli's
father, lawaharlal Nehru, the
Congress Party had won a two-
thirds majority in both Houses
in the parliamentary elections of
1952 and 1957. The Indira wave
of 1971 had won her 350 seats,
a lictle short  of the coveted
two-thirds majority. There are
certain to be desertions from
lanatha, Congress (U) and even
the Lok Dal, that will enable her
to make it eventually,

The overwhelming nature of the
Congress (l) victory has already
been halled as a solution to the
pelitical crisis  that has been so
particularly obvious In India ever
since |975. But the violence of
the swing that has taken place
is jrself a demeonstrative indication

of the grave instability  that
persists. The [977 swing to the
Janatha Party was only some-

what less violent. It was a reaction
to the dictatorship that Indira
Gandhi and her coterie in the
Congress Party clamped on the
country, even behind the back of
her own Cabinet, MNow the
reaction against that swing to
‘anatha has placed even greater
cictatorial authority in the Congress
(1), without any need to resort
o 2 proclamation of “emergency''.
WWhat makes it more serlous s
that unlike the Congress organi-
sation that was the riddled with
ciszensions in 1975, the Congress
{1} is a new formatian, cnnsolrdgated
on the simple principle of total
‘oyzlty to Iits sole leader, Indira

FOREIGN
NEWS: .

by Hector Abhayavardhana

Gandhi,  Any challenge to her
authority can only emanate from
the scarcely political direction of
her controversial son.

There is anly one path along
which Mrs. Gandhi can seek to
provide a solution to the political

crisis in India. In our commentary
in this journal of January Ist,
1980, we mentioned that it was

a new Indira Gandhl, emancipated
previously

of her convenient

Mrs, Indira Gansdhi

Leftist disguise, that now occupies
the political stage. The iron lady
has already announced that ane
of her highest priorities will be
the imposition of "“law and arder'.
It Is unnecessary to blame her
for this. lanata unleashed so
mush caste=-ist and communal terrar
In the villages of the North that
the poor and the oppressed
longed for some reliable pater-
nalistic authority. Indian newspaper
reports depose that the Janatha
Party's Rajput leader, Satyanarain
Sinha, arrived at election meetings
in Bihar escorted by elements of
his Rajput  mafia carrying Bren
and Sten guns since he did nat
trust the police, whe were also
invariably present. The Congrass
{I) Governmeat that takes office

will make this kind of bravada
no longer necessary.
The election results make it

clear that the Rajputs and Bhumthars
and Thakurs of MNorthern |ndia
let the Japata Party down badly.

Janata depended a lot on the
Rajput chieftalns it paraded in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, Chandra-
shekar (its President), Dinesh
Singh (Indira's former Deputy

Fareign Minister), Satyanarain Sinha
and others, The indications are
that the Jats stood solidly by
Charan Singh and his Lok Dal in
Haryana, and U.P,, though the
other “backward classes” cthe
Kurmis, Ahlrs, and Koeris appear
to have been overcome by their
rivalries with the Jats. Mo reliable
figures are as yet available about
the intensity and break-up of the
polling. Mewspaper reports state
that polling averaged about 509
In the country. As a whole; that
there was less interest In voting
amang women than in [977; that
polling was higher in the Southern
States than In the Morth, with
the exception of about 5% In
West Bengal; and that in U.P. it
was as low as 409 and in Bihar
35-40%. le would not be wrong
to infer from this that large
sections of the poor and oppresed
did not come to the polls inthe
Morth., Mot only Brahmins and
Banias, but Rajputs and Thakurs
and  Bhumihars rallied to  the
standard of Mrs. Gandhi. The
Marijanas did not have confidence

in lagjlvan Ram’'s ability to do
anything for them through the
Janata Parcy.

It is noteworthy that the

Southern States, with the exception
of Kerala, have remained as
solidly with Mrs. Gandhi as in
1977. It is plain that cthey saw
no need to revise the suspicion
that they had about Janata as a
party of the rural rich in the
Hindi areas — except to confirm
it. The Janata Cabinet had only
one Minister, P. Ramachandran of
Tamil MNadu, from the South in
the entire Cabinet; and even he
was reduced to doodling on the
Cabinet papers before him, while
his colleagues dragged out their
discusslons in a language that he
did not understand. With her
sophistication and cosmopolitanism,
Mrs. Gandhi commands the confi-
dence of Southerners in a way
which no other living Narch Indian
leader can approximate. But this
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only emphasises the sharpness of

the antagonism between Morth
and South in India. Mrs, Gandhi
seryes as a  mediator between

the Hindiand non-Hindi linguistic
regions without transcending the
antagonism itself. The problem
is not merely linguistic, but one
of relations between constituent
States and between these States
and the Centre. This is ane of
those basic problems that cannot
be solved by resart to authoritarian
rule.

In Kerala, Mrs, Gandhi's Right-
ward wrn and break with the
Communise Party (CPl) has lost
her the dominant position she
enjoyed In 1977. The CPM-CPI
led Left Demecratic Front has
wen a clear majority of the Lok
Sabha seats. This Is likely to be
clarified further at the State
Assembly elections to be held an
2lst January, But where she has
met her Waterloo is in West
Bengal. The CPM-led United Left
Front has, it would seem, made
a clean sweep of the Lok Sabha
representation at these elections,
leaving a2 mere 3 or 4 seats out
of 41 to the Congress (I}, The
importance of this is not merely
that the Marxist bloc is likely
to be the biggest opposition group
inthe Lok Sabha, with its Implication
of the polarisation of forces in
the peried ahead betwesn Left
and Right in the country as a
whole, No less significant,ls that
the Communist  Party of India
(Marxlst), which has dominated
pelitics in West Bengal and adminis-
tered the State Government sinca
1977, has retained the confidence
of the people and, indeed, enhanced
it during the last two years and

more, The United Left Frant
Government of West Bengal has
a remarkable record which ne
Government in MNew Delhi can

underestimate.

The United Left Front of West
Bengal has campaigned on an
outspoken programme aof the
redistribution of powers between
the Centre and the States. Among
its demands are restriction of the
pawer to premulgate an “Emergen-

¢y to the occasion of foreign
aggression alene; prevention of
misuse of the power to impose
President’s Rule on the Staces:

amendment ef the Constituion o

[

expand the powers of the States
and guarantee their autenomy;
genuine land refarms in the interest
of poer peasants and agricultural

labourers, The DMK, which fought
the elections in Tamil MNadu in
alliance with the Cangress (I],

cannot be indifferent to such a
programme, nor will the Congress
Iy parties in the other Scuthern
States — or Kashmir or the States
on the Eastern border.

iMrs. Gandhi has promised imme-
diate attencion to the grave
problems of the economy. These
are not new problems and her
recoerd In regard to chem is far
from re-assuring, WWhat is signifi-
cznt is that her Election Manifesto
refrained from  outlining any
approaches to solution of these
problems, beyand “controlling
conspicuous  censumption’  and
“'bosting preduction”.  The jubilant
reaction of the Bombay stock-market
ta her election victory and her
own re-assurance to capitalowners
do not reflect any comprehension
that the crisis of economy in
India dates from the mid-sixties
rather than from the brief eplzode
of Japata rule,

In the realm of foreign affairs,
however, India has begun to speak
In more self-confident tones already
— even before the new Govern-
ment's formal assumption of office,
Indira Gandhi's brief press comments

an the situation in and around
Afghanistan constitute a voice of
Asian  non-alignment  that  could

never bea heard previously, even
if one scrained one's ears in the
directicn of the lanata Gavernment,

She has no kind of ideological
sympathy with che Soviet Union,
25 she has made clear. But she

understands more clearly than any
other representative of the Indian
capitalist class that the assistance

of the Soviet Union s essential
to the protection of Indian
Interests against the desperate
design of American Imperialism.

The pretence of MNen-Alignment
put up by 5ri Lanka will ba
increasingly exposed by Juxtapasi-
tion with the new Indian Govern-
ment's diplomacy, Even the SLFP's
intrigues  with China will be
attended with greater reticence
and limited to a stealthily contrived
demonstration cutside the Soviet
embassy in Colombo.
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Afghanistan

Power Game

he western media, including

the BBC, have given great
prominence in recent weeks to
the “headquarters” of the Afghan
rebels near Peshawar, in Pakistan's
MNorth-West frontler. In the past
year and more, the western and
Pakistani press presisted in calling
them ‘refugees’. Detailed and
vivid accounts of what's actually
going on at Pehawar and other
“rebel" eentres on Pakistani terri-
tory, clase to the Afghan border,
now make it abundantly clear that
the hard core of these “refugees"
are In fact well-nourished able-
badied men (there are of course
thousands of women and children
too) who have been given mor-
dern weapons training by “foreign”

tutors, A British correspondent
Mick Downey, who spent four
maonths wicth the rebels inside

Afghanistan reported thac they had
large sums of meney and also enjoyed
“fareign-backing”.

In an article published in LG
Oct | (reproduced from the British
journal *‘Race and class’,) Fred
Halliday wrote: “The US ally Pakis-
tan is giving covert support to
exiled Afghan groups acting under
the banner of lslamic counter-
revolution, a foolish policy since
it can only be a matter of time

before Afghan restraint vis-a-vis
the Pathan and Baluch Issues in
Pakistan wears thin''. The main

reason for which the distinguished
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Pakistan| journalist Salamar Al was
sent to jail for one year’s rigorous
imprisonment by a one-man mill-
tary tribunal (a major who was
both judge and prosecutor) was
his repert on Baluchi resentment
over the policies of ‘the Punjabi
clique’ (Gen Zia).

It is these covert but now open
activities the victorious Mrs.Gandhi,
while criticising the Sovler inter-
vention, described as “meddling by
foreign powers over a long periad
in this region”. Other Indian lea-
ders have been dismayed by the
speed and enthusiasm with “which
the US pledged 100 million doll-
ars arms ald to Pakistan. Indian
opinion, across the whale political
spectrum, SCresses ons  question.
Will Pakistan return to its tradi-
tional role of US bastion and,
forgetting its lacely acquired non-
alignment. re-activate the arms
race on the sub continent?

Buc if the well-planned exter-
nal pressures on the new Kabul
regime achieved success it was
alse on account of the senseless
and often barbarous excesses of
the Amin administration,

Several thousand political prison-
ers have been realeased, among
them the widow of MNoeaor Tara.
kki, and three wellknewn offic-
ers, all halled at ene time as the
'heroes’ of April 1978 revolucian,

Cracking down

i on  the rival
(Karmal's) faction of the ruling
party Amin Jailed, tortured and

executed hundreds of Tarakki loya-
lists and to install a personal die-

tatorship made his son deputy
prime minister and his nephew
the commander of the northern

sector,

Frightened by the Iranian reve-
lutlon and the loss of its main
regional base, and worrled aver
the lIranian revelution's spill-over
effects an the wvical Gulf region,
the US has tried to use the Is-
lamle slegan as a propaganda cover
for its attempts to subvert the
new pro-Soviet revolutionary re-
gime in Kabul, and Afghanistan
always a strategic buffer state has
now been dragged once more
into a power game.
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ﬁ;ited Fronts in Latin America

by A Special Correspondent

The party, the army, the uniced
front. These were the 3 key

elements which were identified
by Mao as being responsible for
the victory of the Chiness revolu-
tion. The Vietnamese Marxists
have also stressed the importance
of these three interacting factors.
Of the three, the party Is the
determinant. Mext in importance
to the communist party, is the
Peoples’ Army - "che party com-
mands the gun'. The combination
of these two form the necessary
conditions of existence for the
third factor-the united fronc. It
is only the armed party that
will facilitate proletarian hegemony
within the front, eventually, if
not at the outset,

But what happens in a country
where the communist party has
undergane the process of ‘embeour-
geoisment’, becoming bureacracized
and co-opted into the establish-
ment? VWhat happens in a country
where, even Iif this process  has
not fully taken place, the CP has
lost its revelutionary elan, becoming
structurally and  temperamentally
incapable of sustzining clanfestine
activity and armed struggle? What
is to be done in a country where,
even when the CP does resort
to armed struggle It is on the
limited basis of "armed self-defence’
and for the purpose of increasing
its bargaining power In electoral
agreements with wvarjous factions
of the bourgeoisie? These after
all, are situations typical of most
‘third world" countries where
the fragmentation of the world
communist movement since 1956
has had its starkest reflection,

The point being made here is
that theories of the united front
were conceived in  the Marxise
movement, in terms of what was
basically a ‘binary model’ - one
in which the various permutations
and combinations involved 2 main
components, i. e, the Communist
parties (belonging to the Third

g

International) and the Social Demo-

cratic  parries (of the Second
Intenational), In Its  colonial
application © the binary model

remained, with bourgeois nationa-
lism (or revolutionary democracy)
taking the place of social democracy.
It is this schema that emerges
fram the 2nd Congrass of the
Comintern in 1920, where the
theary of the ‘anti-imperialist
uniced front' was born, as well
as the proceedings of the 3rd
and 4th Comintern Congresses
in 1921 and 1922 which set forth
the theory of the ‘United Front
of the Working Class’. (Thus we
see that contrary to the persistenc
assertion of our local ‘New Bolshe-
viks'. uniced frontism has had
an Immaculate Leninist conception).

Theories of the united front
set out by Lenin and developad
by Stalin and Mao, though they
provide a valid point of departurs,
must necessarily underge modifica-
tion in the vastly changed context
of the contemporary ‘Third World'
where, instead = of undivided
Communisc  parties we find, at
best, ‘parallel CP's and more
frequently a multiplicity of revelu-
tionary groups all contending far
the mantle of authentic vanguard
of the proletariat. In the absence
of a genuine revolutionary Comm-

unist party, the question of a
united  front  gains  enhanced
significanee. This is all the more
50 since in most  peripheral
societies the struggle must be
waged against imperialism (neo-

colonialism) and most importantly
against various forms of dictatarial
rule. In underdeveloped countries
the creation of the united front
cannot and must not be diferred
artificially until the task of building
the ‘Bolshevik-type revolutionary
party of the proletariat’ is complete,
‘Party’ and ‘front’ are not two
mutually exclusive and contradie-
tory categories. The task of
party building must net ba counter-
posed to united front work:
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rather, the former should take
place within the latter process.
Reaction does not bHold still

until the new Bolshevik party
is unveiled in its finished form

and pristine beauty! Years of

bitter, bloady experience have
taught the Latin  American revolu-
tionaries that ‘partido o frente’,
Is a false dilemma. Regis Debray
was a thousand times right whan
he wrote in his subtly wrought
collection of essays ‘Prison Wric-
ings":

"It is clear that in the present

pelitical  situation, and  indead
“generally in the situation of any
semi-cof:mial country fighting to
achleve genuine liberation, all

thinking and actlon must be in
the context of a wunited fronc
rather than of isolasted class
determined parties— scill less splin-
ter groups'.

The unity of anti— imperialist forces
has been a slogan wvery dear to
Fidel and Che' throughout their
conscious revolutionary lives, and
they have made consistent, powerful

pleas that this imperactive be
recognised by Latin  American
milicants. From ‘[96], Fidel urged

the continents revolutionaries to
unite on the basis of a minimum
anti-imperialist programme. Broad
alliances should  be atcempted,
but conditions may reveal only
selective ones possible. In some
countries it will :be | possible to
integrate the old leadership into
the struggle, but in many, only
critical support to these leaderships
will be paossible, while in others,
this segment will have to be
bypassed at [east at the outser.
“Division in the face of the enemy



was never an intelligent strategy"
either nationally or internationally,

This was  grasped, sometimes
fitfully, by militants of Latin Ameri-
ca, and beginning from the mid
I960s, attempts were made to
reach this cherished goal. Colum-
bla's Padre Camilo Torres, for
instance, maintained the profoundest

personal  committment to  the
project  of revelutionary unijcy,
His onetime colleague ~ at the

soclelogy department of Belgium's
Catholic  University in  Louvain,
Fr. Francois Houtart tells us that.

“Camilo was convinced deeply of
the necessity of uniting all the
Leftist groups in pursuit of clearly
defined goals, with agreement on
commen action. Towards the end
of 1964 his plan began to take
shape and he contacted more
and mere people to work out a
programme.” Published in March
1965 as a Platform for a Movement
for the Unity of the People, “it
elicited an unprecedented response
throughout the country and succee-
ded for a2 while in serving as a
rallying point for all the progressive
forces of the country”. (‘Church
and Revolution’ — Francois Houtart
and Andre Rousseau)

In Camile’s mind, the United
Front would be a vehicle for
socialist revolution, not merely
the waging of limited propaganda
campaigns to safeguard, bourgeois
democratic rights or oppose specific
legislative acts. If a degree of
united action is necessary for the
defence of bourgeois democracy,
how much greater unity is required
for the harder task of socialist
revolution,

Writing in October 1965 to the
paper “Frente Unide? Camilo
said significantly:

“We must explain clearly that
this programme is oriented towards
the setting up of a socialist state
It isa plazcform for liber-
ating Columbia from US imperia-
lism and creating a socialist state

"

For Camilo, the socialisc revo-
lution was ne “"wedding" to which
only a single guest — the new
Bolshevik party of the revolutionary
proletariac — would be eligible ta
attend.  His intention was rto

summon a “national convention'
of all radical organisations to dis-
cuss and ratify the draft programme.
Opposition from the old  bureau-
cratic leaderships (notably of the
local CP) sabotaged this effort,

Seill, Camiloe held to his ideal,
and in his “Message from the
Mountains" which explained his

decision to join the guerrillas, he
renewed his call to respect “the
peaples desire for unity, without
religious or traditional party differ-
ences, without the slightest tendency
to oppese the revelutionary ele-
ments  of any other sector,
movement  or party, ‘without
candillismo.”

This was In lanuary 966, One
month  later, on the 16th of
February, Padre Camilo Torres
was killed in armed combat in the

mountains of Columbia, His
portrait, together with that of
Commandante Guevara, flank tha
gaunt  Image of the crucified
Christ, on the walls of many a
peor home. South of the Rio
Grande,

The middle of that year (1966)
saw the merger in Venezuela of
Fabrico Ojeda’s FLN and Douglas
Bravo's FALN, in the aftermath
of the latters expulsion by the
country's once dynamic CP. Here
again, unity came too late and
Fabrico OQjeda died some weeks
after the merger.

Those philistines who consider
any conception of a united freont
as ‘post=Lenin Mensheyism®, should
take careful note of the views
of that purest Leninist internatio-
nalist of the contemporary period,
Commandante Guevara, as exXpras-
sed in the urgent proclamation
of the ELN issued from the
Nancahuazu eamp in April 1967-—

“(lt calls upon the) Bolivian
pecple to come together, forge
a solid united front without dijs-
tinction as to political shade or
colour; it calls upon those patriots
who are in a position to do
something and feel able to withstand
the hard conditions of battle, to
enter fts ranks.”™

Earlier, in Peru, the brilliant
intellectual and wvaliant guerrilero,
Luis de la Puente Uceda had
issued a eall for the creation of
"a single anti-oligarchic and antj-

imperialist front" in and for the

struggle.  (luly 1965),
Latin  America’s virtuoso of
urban guerrilla combat, Carlos

Marighela writing on *The Organi-
sational Function of Revolution-
ary Violence’ identified the
‘shortcomings of the Brazilian
revolutionary movement and
prospects for the struggle’ as
follows:~

"The overwhelming defact of
the Brazilian revolutionary move-
ment Is the disunited state of
the revolutionary organisations
and  their  disagreement  aver
attitudes and odjectives, Within
this disagreement there is an
intense struggle for leadership
going on. Each organisation s
tacitly claiming the leadership of
the revolution for itself and this
makes it difficult to discover a
common denominater among those
who are prepared to fight against
our common enemy.”

Marighela's writings on the
need for unity assume a special
relevance and poignancy for us
in 1979 which is the [0Och gnniversary
of his death and the I5th anniver-
sary of the Brazilian golpe.

The down of the 1970's found
the Uruguyan Left in a state of

unity, with a ‘broad front' being
formed by the Tupamares, the
Communist Party (led by Redney

Arismendi) and the Socialists. This
‘Frente  Amplic’ succeeded in
winning 209 of the popular vete
at the country's ganeral elections
of 1971. In retrospect, Debary
correctly locates this as the high
point of the ‘Tupas’ existence,
The subsequent spiral of revolution-
ary violenca and armed repression
drove the Left parties apart,
with the CP/Socialists taking up
their old positions of parliament-
arism and the Tupas moving towards
sectarianism and milicarism, By
1973, the Tupas had been liquidated
as an arganisation. In 'Revolution
on Trial’, Debary correctly identi-
fied the Tupas main error of judge-
ment:—

“WWhereas they thought they
were dealing with a representative
democracy which, though decrepit
and decaylng, was still in being,
they were in fact confronting a
nation militarized and  whally

9



controlled by the repression, and

a bourgecisie that had thrown,
overboard all shame, all legality
all republican responsibility, to

ensure its own survival, In other
words, the Tupamaros had under-
estimated the fascist character
of the civil power."

The emphasis is Dedray's own
and, for our purposes, would
serve as afurther riposte to local
revolutionary leaders who stubbor-
nly refuse to recognise the process
of fascistization that has taken
place in Latin America and s
well underway in other parts of
the ‘peripheral’ world, The rejec-
tion of ‘united fronts' is of course,
loglcally linked to, and flows from,
this non-recognitian  of  the
phenomena of fascism.

“Unity with the Unidad Popular
parties and with sectors of the
Christian Democratic Party is one
ef our fundamental objectives in
this peried and one of the maost
powerful toels to averthrow the
dictatorship. There were import-
ant differences between us and
the Communist Party and its
policies during the United Popular
government and still today we
have differences with them but
they are ourallles in the struggle
against the dictatorship, they are
comrades en the same path."

Here too is a fragment from
the Declaration of Edgardo Enriquez,
member of the Political Commission
of the MIR on Ocrober Bth 1974,

in memory of Miguel Enriquez:-
“Miguel Enriquez, Secretary of
the MIR, has died. fell at his

combat post, at the head of his
organisation and in the struggle
for the unity of the left forces,
for the defeat of the fascist
tyranny and for the ideas of
sociallsm.... The Chilean working
class is in mourning, a standard
bearer of unity, a defender of

their class interests has died.
This standard is not only that
of the MIR, it is the standard

of the Chilean left.” (My emphasis)

and
unity
grasped and

If the danger of fascism
the imperative need for
of the left is not
acted upon, then Reaction will
not find it an insurmountable

task to bid ‘“‘adios, companero,
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adios' to the whole Left, democra-
tic and workers movement.

What then of Micaragua? Of
what import was the factor of
‘left unity' in the victory of the
Micaraguan revelution? Let there
be no mistake or evasion on this
score: unity was a factor of
paramount Impertance. Listen to
Fr. Erneste Cardenal, one of the
most prestigious of Latin American
poets and the new Minister of
Culture of liberated Micaragua.

“The first lesson that stands
out is that to achieve victory
there must be unity. While
in other countries the left
has been split and split again,
we were uniting more and
more. That complete unity
spelled the death of the Somo-
za regime; without unity the
struggle would have gone on
much longer. | think that is
the foremost experience that
could be of use to other peo-
ples struggling for their com-
plete and definitive indepen-
dance.”

(Gramma' Cct 2lst 1979)

Thus Fr. Cardenal, discussing
the experiences and lessons that
can be learned from the victory
of the Micaraguan revolution,
while on a recent visit to Hava-

na. Clear and unequivocal, one
should chink.
Of course the FSLMN was not

itself a united front, though its
choice of nomendlature might lead
the wuninitiated to chink etherwise.
Though it applied the mass line
with a Maaoist perfection, It was
not a mass movement, since t]'IE
masses did not Join en bloc, ex-
cept perhaps at the terminal sta-
ges of the crisis. The FSLN's
structure and organized cadre ren-
dered it necessarily narrower than
the mass movement. It was in
this sense, a vanguard organisation
rather than a mass party, and
functioned as such. The FSLN's
experience confirms the need faor
revolutions to  build wanguard
organisations rather than ‘open’
or ‘mass’ parties coextensive with
the masses or the class, This
latcer s a social Demacratic/Men-
shevik construct which could not
survive under represzive coditions
either in existance or coming

into beign in most ‘Third World'
countries, There is however' the
other danger, that of 'vanguardism’

or what Debray calls ‘the meta-
physics of the vanguard’. Discussed
in parts (i) and (iii) of this

current series af articles, vanguard-
ism implies the construction of
an organisation insulated frem the
masses, impervious to the mass
mood, insensitive to the rhythms
of the mass mevement, OF course,
the revolutienary organisation
should not tail behind the masses
nor merely be reactive to mass
sentiment, just as Its organisat-
ional structures should not be
coextensive with the mass move-
ment. WWhat is necessary s
the construction of a wanguard
revolutionary organisation  which
will adopt a mass line, a line
which is neither behind nor ctoo
far ahead of the masses, 2 line
which systematizes the views and
experiences of the masses and in-
serts this back into the mass
consciousness, so it 5  repos-
sessed by the masses.

It is precisely this, that was a
major achievement of Mao and
Ho Chi Minh., Schematic sectari-
ans would raise the objectlon
that this was Mao's great error,
“'the substitution of the mazses
in place of the working class,
the adoption of a mass line In-

stead of a class line.” (certalniy
Mac made occassional errors In
this direction, but in the main,

the criticism is invalid during the

period upto 194%.) But the ‘class
ling' cannot and must not be
counterposed to the ‘mass line'

in a peried where national inde-
pendance and demaocracy have
bean sold to imperialism by the
local bourgeosie (Scalin);  where
the proletariat has therefore to
take possesion of the twin banners
of national independance and de-
mocracy thus becoming the ‘nation
class’ (Engels, Stalin, Cabral); where
‘the nation and socialism are ang’

(Le Duan).

So the Sandinista Mational Liba-
ration Front (FMSL) was a  van-
guard organisation which did not
succumb to the ‘metaphysics of
vanguardism'. It was not itselfa
mass movement or united frone,
but rather, a vanguard organisation
which adopted a mass line,



International trends —

an overview

s the decade ended President
ACarter was  threatening che
naval blockade of lran, once
America's  strongest ally in a
vitally strategic regicn and a key
factor in that post-war  alllance
system which the US had constructed
for the expansion and protection
of her global power,

Henry Luce, founder of TIME,
LIFEand FORTUNE, and an authentic
emblem of native genius, ENCLerprise
and dynamism, had heralded the
20ch cantury as ‘America's Century,'

In  his  celebrated inaugural
address, President Kennedy had
spoken not only to his awn peaple
but te the whole world. '‘Lat
every nation know whether je
wish us well or ill, that we shall
Pay any price, bear any burden,
meet any hardships, support any
friend, oppose any foe, in order
to assure the survival and success
of libercy,”

An admirably soaring rhetorie
Praper to a memorable occasian
but surely a sentiment dot unto-
uched by the unmistakable traces
of American self-canfidence or
arrogance which characterised that
decade?  For America, between
Luce's magnificent dream, Kennedy's

brash  magniloquence and che
world of the |980's falls a profoundly
disturbing reality-the reality of
Vietnam.

Since the dimensions of power
are not confined to ‘pure’ politics,
if there Is such a thing, or to
the clazh of arms, military victory
and defeat, many an analyst would
hasten to introduce an amendment,

Vietnam and the dollar, they
would say.
Vietnam, of course, had much

to do with the pressures on the
US economy and the entire US-
dominated warld eccnomy which
was further unsettled by the 1973
oil price hike. While that economy

PATTERNS (
CONFLICT

by Mervyn de Silva

is still striving to recover from
those shock waves even g news
pressures are being released, the
overall impact of the crisis was
felt in every single insticution
which had been created after the
war to facilitate the smooth
management of an  jnternational
system in which the US enjoyed
pre-eminence  and the VWast
along  with  Japan, ecollective
dominance. This is as trye of
ecanomic institutions  like cthe
IMF, IBRD, GATT etc as it is of
seemingly inaffectual  diplomatic
fera like the UN and ics specialised
agencles,

All these institutions from the
UN to UNESCO and WHO are
under severe strain from what
the Kissingers and Moynihans,
goaded  into  ap intemperate
impatience, would like to stigmatise
as ‘the tyranny of the majority’,
The unease and the jre spring
from the realisation that westerr
contral over the very institutions
which were estabiished in erder
Lo exercise such conerol, is being
challenged by a large host of poor
nations  using  ctheir numerical
strength or collective voring powar,
The challenge ranges over all
those areas and issues where sych
western daminance has beon long
entrenched — UN,  |MF, trade,
information and so on. The shift
of emphasis ta UNCTAD, its
fierce acrimenies, protracted
debates and negatiations, and itg
many frustrations, is probably the
Ideal example. But it would be
i grave mistake to see these gs
institutional problems. The SCress
within is the manifestation of

pressures  outside and  those
pressures constitute 3 majar
phenomenon of the world of the
70's,
Vietnam

In the decade that is over
the overwhelming importance of
Vietnam Is inescapable, Besides,

Vietnam expases if one may extand
an expression of Hegel, cthe

cunning of history caught in an
improbable mood for neatness,
The Vietnamese tanks rolled into
Saigon (Ho Chi Minh city] on
April 30th 1975 —rigsht in’ the
middle of the decada.

A day later, lapan’s leading

newspaper, the conservative ASAM]
SHIMBUM noted editorially: “The
war in Vietnam has been in evary
way, a warof national emancipation*
The age in which naticnalism could
be indefinicely suppraessed |t
added was also over.

A more comprehensive assess.
ment of the long—term and global
significance of the victary, was
made by Le Duan, First Secretary
of the Vietnam VWorkers' Party,
and jts leading theoretician. |
his victory speech made juse two
weeks later, Le Duan said- Vietnam
became the area of the fiercest,
historic  confrontation between
the most  warlike, the mast
stubborn, aggressive imperialism
with the most powerful Bconamic
and milltary poatential on

one
side, and the forces of national
independence, democracy  and

socialism of which the Vietnamese
people are the shock forca in
this region on the other.

The victory of Viecnam, therefore,
Is not only a victory of national
independence  and  socialism in
Vietnam, but has alse a great
international significance, ang an
epoch-making character. |p has
upset the global strategy of Us
imperialism. It has proved that
the three revolutionary torrents
of our times are on the effensive,
repulsing imperialism step by step
and overthrowing |t part by part.

Today, imperialism, even us
imperialism, cannot grab a single
square  inch of any socialist
country; neither can it push back

the movement for
independence

natiocnal
in the world, nor



hinder the advance towards
sacialism of wvarious councries.

Vietnam reduced America to a
divided nacion, in a way that no
single issue had done for perhaps
a century. The market-sconomies
have been beseiged by serious
economlc troubles, Such basically
economic adversities have produced
social and political censeguences
such as racialism and policy
changes on immigration in Britain,
new attitudes and practices vis-a
-vis the once welcome ‘guest
worker' in  prosperous  West
Germany, industrial unrest in
France, strike waves, new forms
af political vielence and chronic
governmental instability in ltaly,
and new material hardships for
an increasing number of Americans,
notably the already under-privileged
non-whites.

Stability preserved

Inspite of the seriousness of
the economlc recession however
the basic stability of the soclo
-political system has been preserved.
The ‘centre’ has held. Centuries
of pillage under cclonialism, the
enduring benefits of the industrial
revolution, the bountiful rewards
of the new global system of
exploitation and extraction of the
Third World's resources and its
systematic transfer to the metro-
palican centres have cumulztively
enabled these affluent naglons to
sustain their living standards.

Even within this broad group
of nations however the fact of
uneven development is undeniable.

If one takes “the West" then
in a wide sweep, the need for
differentiation becomes obvious

enough.
The less developed belong to

the ‘south’ — Porrugal,  Spain,
Italy, Greece. The 'north-south’
conflict in the 'West' finds a

illustration in

I:arl;lcu]arly telling
developed of

taly, the most
these countries, Even the most
casual studenc of lcalian affairs is
aware that the traditional division
between the industrialised north
and the agrieultural south (broadly
analzgous to the situation within
a smaller compass in  Portugal)
is a masslve socio—economic actu-
ality which expressing leself in
different forms continuously influ-
ences lraly's pollzics.
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Paortugal, Spain, Greece and as
you move middle-eastwards, Turkey
have been gripped by what Nicos
Poulantzas has called the ‘crisis
of dictatorships’, Here long
established  dictatorships  have
been overthrown. In the 70's
we watched their strivings and
fitful struggles for constitutional
legitimacy and democracy. In some
places where democracy prevailed,
it is proving all too fraglle.

While chis summing-up reflects
the general impact of economic
trends on the polities of certain
categories of countries or broadly
demarcated areas, it should be
noted that thease states, in
conventional strategic terms
represent the southern tier of
MATO, with the Mediterranian
as the focus of frenzied western
Concern,

If the metropalitan centres,
despite internal stresses of varying
intensity; have demonstrated a
resilience in caping with, the
all-important question which s
carried over to the B80's hinges
on whether this crisis will deapen,
and if so, whether the capacity
for assimilation will mawch the
new, sharper challenge.

Far - reaching crisis

In the terminology of the
‘dependincia’ school, the deeper.
the more far-reaching crisis is
located in the ‘periphery’ i.e.
the Third Warld or Asia, Africa,
and Latin America, When they
were the Impassioned champions
of ‘Third YWorld® pcoples liberation
and not the supporters of the
Shah and Sadat and the admirers
of Franz losef Strauss, ‘Scoop’
Jackson and Margeret-Thatcher,
the  Chinese, in thelr own
attractive  idiem, used to call
thase continents the world's
‘starm centres'

As with the affluent countries,
the law of uneven development
influgences the form which this
genaral crisis assumes within each
naticn or area,

The crisis in the poor World
is  intensest  because [E sls @
compound of multiple conflicts,
internal and  external and all
interconnected,

In a four-fold classification of
the fundamental conflices which

medern world
sacialism, prole-
oppressad
and intra
interest)

characterise the
(imperialism vs
tariat  vs bourgeoisie,
nations vs imperialism
—capitalist  clashes  of
Kostas Mavrakis offers us the
standard  Marxist perspective
noting the ‘connected character’
of these conflicts, and how they
converge in the three continents,
At present, he adds, che third
conflict is the most explosive. As
the decade passed its mid-way
mark, we may say that the
stormiest part of this explosive
area lay somewhere between the

Mediterranean and the Indian
Ocean, with the Persian  Gulf,
for the plainest of strategic

reasons, as the eye of the storm,

The area would embrace what
we call the Arab-lsraeli issue,
the conflicts In the Horn of
Africa, the oll-rich belt, the
revolution in lran, the continued
unrest  in  Pakistan, and the

upheavel in Afghanistan which has
now sean jts third government in
less than two years with Soviet
troops in  action against armed
anti-government groups.

The ever—sharpening severity
of conflice in the Third World
and its increasing comparative
importance as a factor in world
affairs  saw a strikingly novel
demonstration In  Portugal. The
costly, exhausting and brutal
wars fought by the Partugues army

against national liberation move-
ments in its  African colonies
seemed senseless to  the young

officers. If the WYietnam war de
—humanized the American seldier
tnew films like *The Deer Slayer’
are facile attempts ac an  escape
from thiz edium as well as an
easy expiation of lingering guilt)
the war in Africa radicalises the
Partuguese officer, the main actor
in the revelution® which ended
four decades of dlctatorship in
Lisben. Here, the conflict in the
periphery had a direct impact
on and produced 2 major change
in the centre.

In the two previous decades,
Britain and France, the two
leading colonial powers, by and

large succeeded (there were a few
notable ecceptions of course) in
effecting in their colonies a
peaceful  transition to political
independence: Such freedom did



not mean, as we all recognise
now, emancipation or a rupture
in the basic relationship between

former colonial possession and
mother-country. On the contrary,
the external  linkages  were
strengthened as the ex—colony
was enmeshed ina new network
of econcmic relationships  which

were in turn an Integral part of
the US-dominated global system.
Mec-colonialism did not enhance
freedom, autenemy or self-reliance,

It only altered the formal
character of the relationship,
Though less ‘political’ and  less
‘visible’, it increased the depen-

dence of the one, and forcified
the doaminance of the other,

Paradoxical

This process of locking the
under-developed countries into a
tighter global system produced
in the 70's what scrikes one as
an interestingly paradoxical effect
of internal disturbance, not
stabilicy. Both in the economic
and political spheres, developments
at the periphery could dislocace
things at the centre, while major
changes in one peripheral part
could inspire and influence change
in some other remote part.

Export platforms and free trade
zones could mean the closure of

factories In  western  Europe,
unemployment and new protec-
tienism. In politics, the very

success achieved by the developed
market-economi=s to ensnare the
poor nations in a system largely
dominated and managed by the
West, together with the far-
ranging and variegated consequences

of the ‘communications revolution’
in a ‘shrinking universe' have
accelerated the flow of ideas,
scrass  oceans, heightened the

inspirational influence of example
and multiplied the demonstration
—effect of events, Consider lran
and Micaragua, two dramatic
events in the final phase of the
decade, the downfall of the
parvenu Pahlevi dynasty installed
by the British and the US, and
the overthrow of another fake
dynasty, the Somozas, an
American manufacture,

“General Sandine, our national
hero, was our shining symbol.,
that js, of our movement” a
Sandinista commander teld me in

Havana last September.... “and
the Cuban revelution may have
been the example at the back of
our minds, But" he went on
“for the people, for hundreds of
thousands who were not activists
the fall ef the Shah gave them
hope, strengthened their resslve
because If the mighty Shah can
be thrown out, why not this
petcy puppet dictator, Somoza,.l”

It the same year that Yietnam's
heraic  struggle reached Ics
triumphant climax, three African
naztions gained independence, all
of them through armed struggle.
"De-Ceolonisation”  had  moved
from Asia to Africa and the |560's
was Africa’s decade. After a long,
brutal war, de Gaulle could have
the screpgth to shuffle off the
Algerian burden inspite of the
‘colons’  (the French settlers),
France's |arge ecanamic staks
there, and the OQAS. The OAS
could disturb the stability which
de Gaulle gave France,

Portugal, a decrepic colonial
power, held on te its ‘African
empire’ with a tenacious stupidity,
totally incapable of negotiating
the transition to neo—colonialism
which the major Imperial powers
had  achleved. Anti— colonial
nationzlism had no option left but
armed struggle.

In Angola the struggle had a
new dimension — direct invelve-
ment from cutside, with a

confrentation between two “blocs™,
On the side of the MPLA  were
the USSR and the socialist camp,
and finally Cuban soldiers. On

the side of the MPLA's two
rivals were the LUS,  Zaire's
Meobutu, South Africa and the
Chinese.

Chou on Africa

How Chinese generals, military
advisory teams, arms and money
came to fight on the same side
as the WUS and South Afirca,
introduces a major theme into
any assessment of the world in
the 70's. The rapid, critically
important changes in  Chinese
policy have been examined in 2
separate article in this special
number. Therefore | need only
invite the reader’s attention to
Chou-En-lai's  visit to Africa In
the early sixties, a diplomatic

tour de force. "A continent rips
for revolution' was his verdict,
and it was clear thatat the time
that Peking was the inspirational
centre for all radical movements
in the Third World. Its strategy
seems to be one of outflanking
Moscow from the left.

Bur China’s perceptions of the
world had gone through many cri-

tical shifts, From an ally, the
US5R had become an ideclogical
deviationist; then an epemy as
hostile as S impz=rialism; next
the main enemy. And this had
been paralleled by a Sino-US

reconciliation which advanced to
the point where Defence Secretary
James Schlesinger could call China
a ‘quasi-ally’ of the US,

In his book, ‘ln  Search of
Enemies', John Stockwell, the head
of the US Angola Task Force,
gives us a detailed account of
this joint operation. Germane to
this discussion is his explanation
of why the U5 exercise had to
be ‘covert’ aperation, in which
even the US Congress was
deceived, After Vietnam, the US
Congress would MOT pass funds
for external intervention, Stock
—well clearly demanscrates the
Soviet-Cuban involvement was re
—active, a response ta che WUS
‘tovert’ operation,

Chou's pithy wverdict on Africa
was echoed by Fidel Castro more
than fifrefn  years later. In an
interview granted to the journal
"ASIE-AFRIQUE’, he called Africa

‘imperialism’'s weakesc link." In
non-ideological terms, in  the
language of orthodox schools

of strategic studies, this iz the
crisis—area constantly generating
crisis-situations. The area demar-
cated in this essay has somewhat
wider contours.

lsrael, Rhodesia, (Zimbabwe)
Mamibia and South Africa [Azania)
are the obvious signposts. Here
is a region where there is a
concentration of multiple conflicts
making each ‘issue' not only
intensely explosive but involving
by its very nature neighbouring
states (making the issue a regional
conflict) and also the major pawers,
making the issue instantly or
potentially a global one.

(Continued on Page 32)
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Towards
military order

da hew

by Maj. Gen. Anton Mutukumaru

he expectation was that the
1970's  would censtitute the

‘Disarmament Decade’ on the
basis that the armaments race
world-wide, was posing an un-

acceptable threat to international
peace and security, The strategy
was to speed up the lamentably
leisurely pace of the disarmament
process, reduce tension and set
the pace for a relatively quick
and viable peace situation. Sub.
sequent events have shown that
progress has been negligible, ex-
cept in the organisational sphere,
in which one notes increases. in
the membership of the negotia-
ting body and a change towards

a rotational tenure of chalrmane-
ship.
Pending these developments

the world military situation con-

tinued to show signs of turbu-
lence. Space being limited, one
can only sketch the outline of

the military situation, concentra-
ting on continental and Intercon-

tinental aspects. This of course
simplifies the task but one can
only hope that, in the process,
there will be no unacceptable

aversimplification.
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Fredictably. one's immediate
theughts centre round the actj-
vitles of the Super-powers, the
USA and che USSR. Thelr military
capability has moved with rapi-
dity, from the deployment  of
conventienal  armaments in the
wake of World War [ to the
use of much mora spectacular
thermo-nuclear armament which
their respective  scientific and
technological backing, developed
largely in the 70's, currencly
enables them to operate beyand
the conventional elements of land,
sea and air to outer space, This
has  given them the Iwesome
ability to deny mankind the
capacity to survive ap ability

The author served as Sri Lanka's
Ambassador in dustralia  and LEprypy
afier s retirement oy Armmy Com-
mander.

which they apparently share with
the Almighty?

It is not altogether
that they have devised methods
of coexistence inter se, ranging
from ‘deterrence’ 1o ‘detente’
which however, being the anti-
thesis of entente, leaves them
distant from the state of peace
which a  war-weary world so
earnestly desires, The seventies
also saw the progress made in
the signing of treaties towards
Strategic Arms Limitation. The
fact that there has been some
dgreement is undeniably a sign
of progress, but there remains
the unmistakable conclusion that
what is achieved is the limita-
tion and elimination of strategic
arms, Perhaps mutual securicy s
central to this conclusion, but
one suspects chat there s a
concurrent ingredient. One senses
the desire to appear the more
powerful and therefore the more
desirable partner, in the struggle
for existence by the poorer and
wezker segments of the world
community,

surprising

lt is desirable to take note of
certain  events  which had ap
impact on the postures adopted
by the USA in the 70s. In the
demestic sphere, Watergate brou-
ght about a crisis In American
feadership without which, it s
axiomatic, national efforc lacks
viabillty, In the military  field,
there was the withdrawal from
Yietnam and, with the streng-
thening of links with China, the
corresponding  loosening  of links
with Taiwan. Both had an impact
on American cradibility and there
was even speculation whether the
USsSA wuul:F hark back to the
isolationism characteristic of pre-
World War | Ameriean palicy.
In the economic field, there was
the energy crisis in the early
70°s  and the weakening of tha
American dollar. The combina-
tion of these factors tended to
weaken the domestic and interna-
tional stance of the USA. Indeed,

international

MILITARY SITUATIq

al ohe time, the
the image of a |ess purposeful
entity lacking leadership and the
will to maintain her predominant
Position was threatened and even
appeared likely to provide the
setting for her Eurapean military
partners in seeking an indepen-
dent role In military affairs, with
West Germany spearheading the
move on the basis of 2 renewed
policy of German reunificacion.
The Soviet Union has been
quick to exploit this situation,
Where hitherto she might have
followed a policy of reacting
to situations, she has had in
the 70's a policy designed one
suspects to challenge the USA
and strengthen her own interna-
tional pesition. This is evident
in her actions in Africa, Asia
and America itsslf apart from
the speed with which she has
developed a pavyal capabiiity,
without which Soviet planners
have concluded that super power
status js distant.

emergence of

It is  against the
background that one undercakes
a world survey from West 1o
East.  The facus initally 15 on
Latin  America, where, true to
tradition, there has been turby.
lence, bur 'manageable’ turbulence,
the scope of which has been the
making and unmaking of dictator-
ship.  There have however been
two  exceptions. The first was
the rather bitcer CONLroversy
over the control of the Panama
Canal fram the end of the
century which gave rise to some

foregoing

fears of American hegemony tili
the macter was amicably sertled,
The second was the canfronta-

tion between the USA, the LISSR
and Cuba over the American
claim that 2 Soviet combat bri-
gade was stationed in  Cuba,
against that of the Sayviets that
their troops had only training
responsibilicies.  \Whilst agreeing
to disagree, the USA has an.
nounced her decisions not to
recognise Cuba so long as the




troops remain in Cuba and rto
statlon a task force In Cuban
waters —a perceptible example of
how the Monree Doctrine works

The milieary affairs of North
America—i. e. of the USA and
Canada are bound up with thost
of MATO and the Warsaw Pact
countries, who collectively form
the bulk of the nuclear world
and who have been adjusted to
warfare from century to century.
The 70's have disclosed an
East European superiority in
manpower and tactical nuclear
weapons in Europe, and the
West has been making strenuous
efforts to redress this by attemp-
ting to deploy the neutron bomb
and now by the introduction of
some 500 medium range nuclear
weapons, The Savier Union s
demonstrably opposed to these
moves and Indeed has offered to

reduce its numbers stationed in
West Germany, The position is
fluid. It also remains potenti-

ally dangerous not
of the effect of what is already
involved but alse  of possible
escalation into a full scale nuclear
war,

only because

Turbulence in Africa, to which
one now turns, is characteristic
in that, it takes the form largely
of guerilla warfare, Objectives —
whether to rtopple dictators or
to settle Interstate quarrels — re-
main constant, 235 in Latin Ame-
rica. Where turbulence involves
more than one state (as in N, E.
Africa  between  Ethiopla and
somalla or in N. W. Africa
involving Morocco, Algeria and
Mauritania), there s a new cle-
ment, namely, the desire of the
QAU ta try tosettle differences,
on the basis of ‘Africa for the

Africans’,

The peace in  Rhodesia that
appears to be In sight will one
fears, be the curtain raiser to
the final stage In the bitter con-
flicc which is raging to ensure

black majority rule in Africa, and
which will be fought against the
last bastion of white minerity
rule—South Africa,

One passes next to Asia, where
many military complexities arise.
In West Asia, the peace which
has descended over the Western

front of lsrael is offset by the
potentially hostile action which
may be taken by countries on
her Eastern frant— notably, Syria,
Jordan and Irag, working In
conjunction with the PLO. In
the Gulf region, oil, which today
has a commodity value and which
later on may have a scarcity value,

may cause the reglon to be a
cockpit of warring elements.
Thiz  explains cthe billlens of
dollars which the oil rich coun-
tries are currently investing in
military hardware. The Indian

subcontinent Is, teday, in a tran-
quil state. What Is disquieting
however are the reports that
Pakistan s developing a nuclear
capability, which, if one fs to
belleve certain  assessments, s
not necessarily for peaceful pur-
poses. The situatlon in South
East Asia is  most disquieting.
Vietnam has a powerful milj-
tary machine both in terms
of equipment (which was left
over after the US-Vitenam
war) and in terms of trained
manpower which has stood up
to the might of Japan, France
and even the USA,

MNeorth East Asia presents the
most difficult and most dangerous
of the complexities of Asia. Two
events which took place in the
70's are at the centre of the
problems, One is the normalisa-
tion of relations berween cthe
USA and China and the other is
the Friendship Treaty between
Japan and China. The combina-
tion of these factors may pre-
sent an  ominous picture to the
Soviet Union, if cthe overt inn-
ocence of these developments
conceals  a  covert anti-Sovlst
Intention. Whilst economic rela-
tlons between Japan and the
USSR are satisfactory, relations
have been strained over the re-
tention of the Kurile Islands,
which lapan claims for herself,
and in one of which the Soviet
Unien is building a military com-
plex which can be used against
lapan. This may conceivably lead
to a  remilltarisation of Japan,
The perceptions of the Soviet
Union and China of threats to
each of them are, mutatis mutan-
dis, the same because each feals
hemmed in. The Soviet Union
feels hemmed in between MATO

and the possible triangular entente
between the USA. China and
Japan. China for her part foels

hemmed in by cthe fact that a
massive  milicary  buildup  with
nuclear backing, has developed

along her border with the Soviet
Union; that in  naval terms, the
powerful Sovier Navy patrols her
seaboard and, in diplomacic terms,
the Soviet Union has Friendship
Treaties with India, Vietnam and
Afghanistan. The USSR must view
China's modernisation plans with
some anxiety because the accent
on industry and agriculture will
strengthen her economy and the
accent on science and technology
will  strengthen  har  defence
capability,

Australia, the last of the world's
continents, is in a tranquil back-
water. She however has member-
ship of ANZUS and has afforded
facilities in a base In  Auscralia
to che USA, designed for con-
trol of nuclear unics operating
in the Pacific and Indian Oceans and
is therefore in the firing line in the
event of world-wide hoscilties.

There is one final point which
is  worth making—namely, the
marked imbalance in the military
capability of nations. le s
interesting to note thar, in the
political sphere, there Is no such
imbalance for the purposes of
the General Assembly of the UN

where all countries are equal.
There Is a demonstrable imbalance
in the economic sphere which

has led to the clamour for a
New International Economic order,
There is a less demonstrable
imbalance in the military sphere
because of the need for sacrecy
in disclosing defence spending.
But published figures are however
eloguent testimony of a Eross
imbalance. If all " defence expen-
diture is based on security needs,

there would be no need for
comment. But there iz much
evidence to conclude that the

motives underlying ‘defence’ ex-
penditure lie, in varying degree,
in the spheres of political influence,
ideological rivalry, economic pres-
sure, commercial gain and sheer
power-domination. Herein lies
the essence of the matter which,
if pursued logically, must lead to
the demand for a New Interna-
tional Military Order.
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Moving away from Mao

by N. Sanmugathasan

In |B12, Mapolean is reported
to have said, with reference to
China, *Let cthe slesping glant
sleep, For, when it wakes, the
world will tremble." The man
who gave this sleeping giant the
kiss of life and awakened it was
Mao-Tsetung and the Communist
Party of China which he led.
Debates may continue unabated
about the role of Mao in the
history of both China and of
the werld, but nobody can gainsay
one fact and chat s that he
was the creator and founder of
Madern China. He and the parcy,
that he headed, led the Chinese
people, who constitute one fourth
of the world's populaticn, to
success by means of the world's
longest and most protracted re-
volution,

It is wvery often forgocten what
a wvast population inhabics China,
It is more than Eurcpe and Russia
put together. Even to imagine
one single Government and ad-

ministration for this wvast popu-
lation is mind-bopgling. In fact,
no such thing had ever existed
before. It is only after the com-
munists came to power, that a
regular direct train  ran from
Canton to Peking. China was
the play—thing of the foreign

imperiatists and feudal war-lards
who carved up their own spheres
of influence. |t was one of the
most backward countries in the
world, with millions dying every
year due to hunger, starvation,
flocds and disezse.

Maa and the communists scon
changed all this. Within a macter
of years, the Chinese people, as
Mao put it, had scood up. Mo
one died of hunger or starvation
or preventible disease. Huge
irrigation projects eliminated floods.
Unemployment became a thing of

the past. Of course, China still
remained a poor country with
a lew scandard of laving. But

compared to [ndia, Burma or
Sri Lanka, which had reputedly
gained their independence an year

earlier than China, China was
becoming a2 model.
This success was achieved not

merely through land referm and
nationalisatien of industries but
also by galvanising human labour
power, which was plentiful, by
putting policics in command. This
sugcess was also due to the policy
of self relianee to  which the
Chingse were forced after Khru-

shehevw, in 1950, withdrew all
Soviet economic assistance, This
policy alse became  necessary
because of the policy of economic
boycotr  and  diplomatic  non-
recognition by  the  capitalist
world, This was particularly so
in the first two decades of

Chinese people’s power,

Mao also realised early thar,
with the  Socialist  revolution,
classes and class struggles do not
end but continua during the leng
historical epoch of transition fram
Socialism te communism. The
cultural revolution, which started

Afrrn orosfc

CHINA

during the second half of the
sixties and lasted till che firsc
half of the seventies, was an

example of how to conduct the
class struggle under the conditions
of the dicratorship of the prele-
tariat. lt was alse an attempt
to safeguard and strengthen the
dictatorship of the preletariat,
to prevent China from changing
colour and going on the same
capitalist road as had the Soviet
Union, and to preserve China as
a base for world revolution. [t
was also an atfempt to create a
new Socialist man, ene who would
be without greed, and selfishness,
who would be free from lust for
power znd personal glory.

These are all noble aims which
philosophers down the ages had
tricd to inculeate in men  but
failed. But, for the first time,
under changed economic cenditions,
when private ownership in the
means of production had been
totally abolished, an attempt was

being made o transform these
age-old alms into realiy. Bug,
obviously, It was not an easy

task. And. as Mao said, one cult-
ural revolution would not  be
enough.

During the life time of Mao,
he had sufficient personal influence
and auchority (Pecause of his
immence contribution to the leader-
ship and success of the Chinese
revolution) to push through his
revolutionary ideas. These who
openly opposed them were struck
down during the cultural revolu-
tion. Others preferred to remain
silent.  Mest of his opponents
had expected Mao to die before
Cheou En-lai, who was then ex-
pected to lead the counter re-
volution-the task now being per-
formed by Teng Hsiao-ping and
which Cheu would have performed
with greater finesse and subtlety.

But the reverse happened. Chou
died earlier and counter revalu-
ticn first showed its hand in the
April 5th events of 1975, Mao

had to get up from his sick bed

Khan



to denounce Teng who was stripped
of all his posts for the second
time,

But Mao's power and influence
was on the wane and he died
in September |974. His death
was the signal for counter revolu-
tion to re-raise its head. Wich-
out the sanction either of the
central committee or the political
bureau or the standing committee
of the political bureau, the four
close associates of Mao, including
his widow, were jailed by Hua-
Kue-Feng who claimed the do-
ubtful legitimacy of being nomi-

nated by Mao. The party and
the nation were faced with a
faic accomplice. From this, to

the restoration
ping to power,
time,

of Teng Hsiao-—
wWas a matter of

Teng's restoration was the signal

for the complete reversal of all
the revolutionary policies asso-
ciated with Mac and his four

associates. Almost the entire period
of Mao's leadership from 1949 was
written off as a bad dream. All
the correct verdicts of the culeyral

revelution were repudiated. Mo-
netary Incentives, which were
condemned as revisionist when
introduced by the Sovier Union,
were now  encouraged.  Mao's
slogans of "Don't forget class
struggle’” and “Puc politics in

command” were replaced by Teng's
slogan “"What does it matter, if
the cat is black or white, 3o
long as it carches mice™, All the
revolutionary reforms in educa-
tion, which had earned the ad-
miraaion of the pregressive world,
were reversed. The policy of
settling students, after their uni-
versity life, in the our-lying areas,
bath for the sake of defence and
for bridging the gulf between
the peasants and the intellectuals,
was abandoned. The policy of self
reliance in building econemy was

replaced by reliance on foreign
investments and foreign rtechno-
logy.

Worst of all, under the pre-
text of uniting with all forces
opposed to Soviet Soclal imperi-

alism whem the present Chinese
revisionist leaership described zs
its main enemy {ln contrast to
Mao's description of both U, s,

imperialism  and Soviet Social
imperialism as  the two main
enemies of China and the world),

China now started identifying ics
interests  with those of U. S,
imperizlism and ocher reactionary

forces, such as Japan, Western
Europe and even the Shah of
Iran.

le must be noted here that the
beginning of the nineteen seventies
saw, under Mao, the widening of
China's influence and diplomatic
ties with the rest of the warld,
including, finally, its triumphant
entry inte the United Mations.
But there was no sacrifice of
principles. China agreed to dipla-
matic relations only with chose
countries that accepted the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and re-
fused to recognise Taiwan, Even
after  Mixan's famous visit to
Peking (which, incidentally, was
at Mixen's request and represent-
ed a repudiation of all earlier
American  attempts to  contain
and isolate China), the Shanghai
agreement remained a virtuzal dead
lecter for seven years till Teng
Hsiao-ping agreed to go back an
earlier Chinese stands on Taiwan
and thus brought about diplo-
matic relations between the two
countries,

On the basis of the so-called
feur modernisations and the aim
of leaping into the 2lst century
as a medern country, the Chinesc
revisionist leadership invited all
sorts and forms of foreign in-
vestments. China is one of rthe

biggest markets of the world and
foreign industrialists and business-
men were quick to respond al-
though their enthusiasm seems to
have waned slightly after the
Chinese had revised their original
programme. But the invasion of
foreign capatilists  and  tourists
and the construction of new hotel
complexes have already begun to

have their influence on  Chinese
life. All thae is warst in western
culture is now being introduced

inte China. Mot only has  ball-
recom dancing become a craze,
but even tipping and prostitution
have re-appeared.

Frice contral has heen lifced
from a large number of articles
and this has sent the cost of
living rising. According to a re-
cent letter from a long standing
resident in Peking, mutton ribs
which used to be sold for Rs, 8.00.

has gome wup to Rs. 18.00.
One jin of eggs which used to
cost  Rs, 9.00 today costs Rs.

13.00. A pound of fish has gone
up from Rs, B.00 eto Rs. 13.00.

The nineteen seventies have,
therefore, seen adramatic change
in the direction in which China

was  heading, under Mao, as a
medel for all revalutionaries to
follow. It is the current decade

that saw the death of the founder

and leader of modern China,
Mao Tse-tung. It is this death
that enabled counter revalution,

under Teng Hsiao-ping, to raise
its head and change the direction
of China's path, back to the
capitilist road. This has led to
the reversal of all the ravolutionary
policies of Mao and the intro-
duction of internal strife and
tension and an aggressive foreign
policy which caused the impermiss-
able war against Vietnam daspite
the latter's culpablity of its own
aggression against Kampuchez ear-
lier.

lustas by its aggression against
Czechoslovaliia, the Soviet modern
revisionists  signailed their deve-
lopment as seclal-imperialists, so
did the Chinese revisionises with
their aggression against Vietnam.
Mao ence said that the anly socialist
country, other than the Soviet
Union, which had the sconomic
base to because a social-imperialist
power, was China. His worst fears
seem to have been realised now.
The second half of the ninstean
seventies will ga down, in the
history of China, as the period of
the great leap Backward — to

use an apt phrase of Professor
Charles Bectelheim.
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Britain and Northern lIreland @

BEHIND MOUNTBATIEY

by Rajan Philipupillai

he "Mountbatten murders” and
the killing of 18 Scldiers of
the British army, for all of which
the Provisional Irish Republican
Army (IRA) has claimed triumphant

responsibility, have brought a sense

of urgency, if urgency was still
required, to the preblem of
Morthern Ireland, perhaps the

gravest problem now confronting
the British Government.

Barely three weeks before the
blasting of Mountbatten's boart,
had appeared Movelist Bill Granger's
thriller *"The MNovember Man'',
hinged almest on an identical IRA
plot to blow up the yacht of a
British Lord and Cousin of the
Queen while he is sailing in the
Irish Sea. The Movelist, a2 one
time journalist, was understandably
disturbed by the eerie parallel,
but nevertheless confessed that
the plot emanated from his under-
standing and kpowledge of the
IRA; it was the next lagical thing
to follow in the IRA's campaign
of armed stuggle. For some time
the IRA, like its progeny the
Irish  Mational Liberation Army
(INLA), had been talking of its
activities escalating into "spectacu-
lars': murder of important Britons,
no matter where they are, and

attacking important targets (Qil
Terminals, Power Stations etc.)
in Britain, as a2 means of forcing
the British people to demand
their own government te |eave
Morthern lIreland severely alone.

Its communigue claiming responsi-
bility for the recent murders
Eave clearest expression to  its
resolve to "tear ocut their sentimen-
tal imperialist heart” for the
British government's continued
oppression of the Irish people
and its torture of the IRA comrades

in the “H-Block” of the Maze
prisen.
Amidst the near  universal

candemnation of the assassination
of Lord Mountbatten and ethers,
the chief actors in the tragic Ulster
drama have taken up resolute and
intransigent positions. If the IRA

18

Mounrharren

is determined to go on ‘tearing
the sentimental lmperizlist heart’,
Lt. General Timethy Creasy,
General Officer Commanding (GOC)
the British Army in Morthern
Ireland, is equally determined "'to

defeat the thugs and murderers
of the Provisional IRA, and of the
IMLA™. He has expressed confi-

dence, based on his expericnces
in ‘another war', that considered
and co-ordinated efforts  could
defeat terrorism'. The anger and
determination are no less severe
among  the Protestant Unionist
Farces: The official Unionist Party,
Rev. lan Paisley's Democratic
Unienist Partyand their ‘Rishtwing
murder gangs'-the Ulster Defence
Association (UDA) and the Ulster
Volunteer Force  (UVFL.  The
question is whether the British
government will yield to pressures
from the Unionist forces and its
own army and subject Morthern
Ireland to the GOC's “considercd

and co-ordinated efforts”,
. We might hazard what the
cansiderad  and co—ordinated

efforts” may turn out to be, Lt.
General Timathy Creasy is not
unaccustomed to 'combacting terror.
ism’, having sprung into notorjet
in Oman, in the early and mjg

MURDERS

chief of Sultan's
terrorize and
Front for

sevanties’, as
Armed Forces to
annihilate ‘the Popular

the Liberation of Oman'. Fred
Halliday in his ‘'Arabla without
Sultans’ recaunts the British

soldiers’ modus operandiin Oman:™
poiscning and blowing up wells,
burning villages, setting crops and
food stores on fire, killing herds
and cutting off food supplies” etc,
As Mary Holland of tha “MNew
Statesman' put it, If the GOC
Is to be given the green light by
the Thatcher governpment to go
ahead with such measures inMor-
thernIreland, "'the entire population
of Morthern Ireland is in for an
interesting time". It would be
interesting indeed to see whether
a western government would go
so far as to inflicc such measures
cn ‘‘its own'" people as It did
without compunction on, say, the
people of West Asia or Yietnam,

While chis is to be seenin the
future, the past records would
belie any contention that British
rulers would render favoured
trearment to their Irish subjects.
The pages of history, whether
ancient or modern, whether before
or after partition, of British involve-
ment in lIreland, are stained with
strong measures, harsh bloody and
inhuman atrocities perpetrated by
the Briclsh rulers on the Irish
peeple. History seems to be taking
its own sweet revenge on the
British ruling classes for all cheir
past sins—the early congquer and
occupation of Ireland, the plantation
of Ulster province with English
colonists, the sustained and unreaso-
nable opposition to Home Rule,
the cunning setting up of the
Ulster Unionist forces, the financing
and fostering of illegal paramilitary
bodies in Morthern Ireland, the
partition and the ereatlon of the
undemocratic  Morthern  lreland
Statelet, and the post partition acts
of repression. During the last
ten vyears, from 1969 until the
Mountbatten murders, 570 soldiers
have been killed and 3429 injured,
127 policemen (of the Royal Ulster



Constabulary) have been killed
and 3360 injured, 1407 civilians
have been killed and 153% injured.
What is equally alarming iz the
impact, tangible and intangible,
of the MNorthern Ireland situation
not only on the 900,000 Protescants
and the 500,000 Cacholics of
Morthern Ireland, but alse on the
Southern state of the Republic
of Ireland and on Bricain jtself.
One might say that Socialist leader
lames Coennolly's prediction of 3
carnival of reaction” If partition
was implemented, had indeed come
true,

In 1922, at the time of the
partition, of Ireland when the
Southern Catholic lreland broke
away, few would have had any
foreboding of a further territorial
disintegration of Britain. But
today, the nationalist movements
of Morthern Ireland, Scotland
and Wales present the maost
powerful challenge to the unitary
(capitalist) state in Britain,
And the very measures raken by
the British governments to clamp
down rebellion in Ulster, haye
poisoned the British polity, besides
being counterproductive in Ulster
itself. The trend towards a
‘strong state' in Britain cannot
be gainsaid. Nor can theglaring
departures from the norms of
the ‘Rule of Law' be obscured.
The *Prevention of Terrarism Act’,
which was stampeded through
the British Parliamentin Nevember,
1974, empowers the Home Secretary
to deport people without having
to provide reason or evidence.
It has alse introduced detention
without trial and harrassment of
even non-lrish political act|viscs,
Suspects are subjected to beatings
and third degree methods, while
the torture of prisoners is common-
place. What is even more ominaus
Is the manifest impact on the
British Army, which, teday, in
Northern Ireland, is learning the
art of intervening in domestie
pelitical crises, Improvising, deve-
leping and mastering new technigues
of crowd control, interrogation
and torture, as means of centaining
a hostile and aroused people "indulz-
ing in subversive (and terrorist
activities) against the stare" (sie).
It seems that the British Army
has learnt a great deal, and has
acquired immense power and politi-

cal autenomy. The people of
Merthern Ireland, particularly
Catholics, are the Euinea-pigs of
the experiments of the British
Army to-day, bur the question is
who the ultimate victims will be.
Another aspect of the army's role
is that most ex-servicemen from
Ulster, throw themselves into the
hands of the National Eront after
retirement, The acher disquieting
development concerns the role of
the mass media-the so called free
Press and the state owned
broadeasting Institutions, in that
their coverages of the events in
the Northern Ireland are both
cenzored and present a distorted
picture that contributes to the
creation of a climate of mutual
fancour and hysterical chauvinism,

If it is still a trend
‘strong state’ in Britain,
already one In Southern lreland-
the Republic of Ireland. Dublin
can beoast of a longer histary of
repressive legislation, and ' the
harshest antiterrorist law in Europe,
and claims to be spend ing maore
per member of [ts population ip
organising ‘security’ agajnst the
out lawed |RA, than Britain icself.
There exist courts without juries
to convict and imprison people
without epen evidesnce being heard,
Besides, the notaricus  Special
Provisions Act of [922, and the
Emergency Powers Act of |973
give the authorities the ICope to
detain and imprison people with-
out due trial, After the Mounthattan
killing the Bricish Eovernment has
been  demanding  even greater
'security concessions' frem Dublin,
such as the right of har pursuit
of terrorists across the border
and the right for RUC persannel
to question suspects in the South,
both of which are unlikely to be
conceded by the government in
Dublin.  Apart from the physical
limitations (for instance the Irish
Army  has only 13,500 men, said
to be the same as the British
Force in Ulster, and with its
other pre-occupations, can hardly
be expected to seal off effectively
the 310 mile long border) on the
Dublin government, there are also
pelitical limitations.

towards
there is

Dublin’s compromise with the
British government is of recanc
arigin, manifestiy since (972, or

1975,
though
flowing

Lo a greater extent since
The compromise itsalf is,
belated, 'a consequance
from the partition. For the partl-
tion had cut off the most industria-
lisd parc of Ireland, the province
of Ulster, and the remaining three
provinces of Munster, Lainster
and Connacht, which were back.
ward, peasent based, and Catholic
dominated, came to constitute at
first the “Irish Free Stare” and
later the Republic of Ireland
(:‘Eire™), Displaying the elassic
featuras  of underdevelopment,
and  overwhelmingly  inhibited
against  staging any kind of
revolutionary breakthrough, South-
ern lsland took the path of
dependence ap forelgn  capiral,
both British and MNC's, with
the concommittant evolution of
an appropriate political system.
During the last twenty years or
so, foreign investment has increased
enormously, and the Irish Republic
has become a full member of the
EEC.

Even  though  Jack Lynch's
government co-operated o 3
surprising degree—he aven sackad
two of his ministers in 1972, for
alleged  IRA  Invoivement—uwich
London, no Irish Zovernment can
go the whale heog in the campaign
against IRA.  While partition of
Ireland has led to the subservience
of the South to British and foreign
capital, the Hhistorical opposition
to partition cannot be easily rooted
out from the Irish political sail.
Former Premier Mr. Lynch's awn
party Fianna Feil is the politica
heir to Eamon de Valera and his
Republican movement, who opposed
the 1921 Treaty {of partition) and
later, in 1937,  enacted  the
Republican Constitution for the
whole of lreland,  *Reunification
of Ireland is the very fabric of
the Fianna Fall party'’.  Palitical
pressure can still build up in the
South, and Lynch may be foreed

to suggest reunification as rhe
only remedy, if Mrs. Thatcher
continues exacting far greater

“cecurity concessions".

Everyone seems to be graping
in the dark for a salution, Armchalr
commentatars indulge in taurologi-
cal bombasts, such as the ope
George Gale delivered himself of,
in arecent issue ofthe “*Spactatar'
“no immediate alternative  to
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direct rule and the pressence of
the army, but these cannot constitu-
te a permanent solution, but enly
a permanent crisis’. The comman-
est argument against a withdrawal
of the British Army from Morthern
Ireland, is= that it will be followed
by a blood bath, As if to say
that the British Army is essentially
a neutral force keeping tweo warring
factions away, which ofcourse is
now a well exploded myth. The
early British imperialist intentions
in occupying the whole or 2 part
of [reland may no lenger be quite
so relevant to-day. The economic
attraction of Marthern lIreland is
very little considering the heavy
expenditure that goes into milicary
occupation and running the adminis-
tration in Ulster. As has been
stated already, preservation of the
status qua in the South is a definice
reason for continued intervention
in the MNorth. Right-wing Tories
and sections of the British Army
fear that |RA victory will lead
to the creation of “a Cuba in
the Irish Sea™ But the very
machinery that Britain has set up
for maintaining its control over
Ulster, has grown to enormous
propertions during the last fifry
years and it will not be asimple
matter te dismantle this repressive
machinery, The Army and other
right-wing forees in Britain  will
bring pressure on the government
totake ‘considered and co-apdinated
efferts’ against the Republicans.
The intransigent eoppesition to any
form of British compromise would
hawever, emanate fram the Unionist
forces in Ulster-the Fraukenstein
monster that has grown under
overt and covert British assistance.

The Mational Question af MNaorth-
ern lreland, if one may be
permitted to call it so, has strange
peculiarities. The Catholics and
the protestznts are not different
nationalities and hence the absence
of the customary ‘two nation’
feature. There is no minority
seccesionist demand on the part
of the Ulster Catholics. Theirs
is a demand for the incorporation
of both the majority (Protestants
in Ulster) and the mincrity into
2 larger state (The Republic of
Ireland) of the minority's affinity,
The struggle of the Cathalic
minority is a continuation of the
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Irish national liberation struggle
which met with partial success,
in 1921, invelving the partition
of lreland and the creation of
the ‘lrish Free State’ comprising
three of the country’s four provin-
ces. The present phase of the
struggle is for the ending of the
direct British rule over Ulster
and its reunification with the rest
of the country. The Unicnists
or tne Protestant majority have
always sided with Briisth imperia-
lism against the |Irish freedom
struggle, at first in opposition to
liberation in toto, and now against

reunification. The role of the
Unionises is similar to that of
the customary colonial elite

supporting imperialism againse the
forces of national liberation. But
what is peculiar is the Northern
Ireland  situation, again, is the
mass base of the Unionists, among
the petty-bourgeois and working
sections of the Ulster Protestants.
Such elite-cum-mass based opposi-
tion to their absorption into the
Irish State, has been caused both
by hangovers of past conflicts
and persistent rivalries in the
field of economic competition,

In the past, there had been
periodic conflicts  between the
Protestant descendants of the [7th
Century settlers and the Catheljc
descandants of the native Irish,
Besides, sections of the Protestants
had developed a supremacist ido-
logy that found  institutional
expression in the Crange Order.
In the field of economic competi-
tion, Protestants fear that full
independence from Britain would
jeopardise their position of entren-
ched priveleges. Such fears are
wide spread both among the Pra-
testant-industrial, landlord, mer-
chant - elites, as well as among
the petty-bourgeois and working
sections and the farming population.
Fer almost a century, in the
context of Belfast's industrialisation,
the Protestants have been far
mare favourably placed then the
Catholics in regard to securing
employment. The Protestants have
always found employment in the
skilled trades, while the Catholics
are relegated to  unskilled and
other menial jobs. In the ranks
of the unemployed in Ulster, che
Catholics outnumbar the Protes-
tants, even though the forme,

constitute less than one third of
the econemically active population.
Glven thelr supramacist ideclogy
and the relatively privileged posi-
tion ina "statelet" sustained and
protected by the British govern-
ment, the Protestanc elices and the
masses are naturally driven to be
averse towards their being incor-
porated into a free and unified
Irish State — which, in thelr view
would be the embodiment of
Catholic hegemonism, and in which
they fear, they will be discrimi-
nated against and their privileged
position  considerably weakened.
Their fears and bigotry, howsver
unfounded, - for 80,000 Ulscer
Protestants abandoned by the
Unionists have experienced easy
assimilation inte Southern Ireland,
are nevertheless a party of realicy.
The viclent campaigns of che IRA
and other Republican groups would
only aggravate the Protestants'
fears and bigotry. The Republicans
are, on the one hand, actively
ostracised by a government of
their affinity in Dublin, while on
the other, are pitted against an
irrevocably  hostile  Prorestant
community which constitutes the
majority in Ulster —the Republicans
main battle ground.

But the Republicans are undaunted.
They have faith in histary, which
they claim, is on their side.  After
all, it is the *“faich of their fathers
(though now, not necessarily or
only Catholic, but almost a reve-
lutionary faith in the struggle
against imperialism and oppressicn)
burning still, inspite of dungeon,
fire and sword''! The post parti-
tion struggle for reunification of
Ireiand has gone through several
phases and the struggle is continued
on different fronts by different
organisations, but with one all
consumiug objective.  From the
political wing of the official IRA,
the Sinn Fien (QOurselves Alone)
was farmed as a splinter, the Irish
Republican Socialist Party. The
IMLA is an offshoot of the latter
party. It has Marxist leanings
and is said to be maintaining
clese links with West Asian gueril-
las and the Basque ETA group.
Az we remarked earlier, rtheir
strategy involves  “spectacular™
acts of viclence against the British
State. They were responsible for
the liquidation of Mr. Airey Neave,



the Conservative spokesman on
Morthern lreland, at Westminiscer,
and are also alleged to be jnvalved
in the murder of the Bricish
Ambassader to The Hague. They
are numerically much smaller than
the Provisionzl [RA, with whom
they have links, butact Indepen-
dently.

The Frovisional IRA, (Provos)
broke off from the official IRA,
In the early 1970's, when the
parent body became  Marxist
oriented, and had since then be-
come the largest and the most
powerful  group. From chair
beginnings as 2 badly organised
and ineffective street army, and
almost driven to the brink of
defeat in 1978 — asa result of
the wvery ‘“effective measures'
undertaken by Roy Mason, the
Labour Secretary of State for
Morthern Ireland and his GOC
Lc. General Timothy Creasy-,
the Provos have made a dramatic
comeback, emerging stronger than
before with almest an impregnable
cellular internz| structure. Since
Movember 1978, they have been
concentrating their attacks on
“economictargets”, Bricish Saldiers
and RUC Policamen, fifty of whom
have been killed this year, compa-
red to last year's figure of thirty
one. They have been careful, not
to harm or cause death to Innocent
civilians, They have also developed
a highly successful publicity machine
causing international embarassment
to the  British  government,
Their endeavours to attract the
attention of USA, with 30 million
Irish exiles and a President commi-
tted to human rights, met with
phenomenal success, when towards
the end of last year, the Washin-
ten Post highlighted the story of
350 prisoners (PROVOS) languishing
naked (with only a blanket), in
cells papered with cthelr own
sxcretz. |t was a cunningly executad
oublicity stunt which caught the
British anthorities unawares, The
“increasingly moisy lIrish lobby in
US™, as any irritated Englishman
would put it, has also, begun to

make its presence felt. WWe hear
of the US suspending supply of
weapons to  the Royal Ulster

Constabulary, while Gaverner Hugh
Carey of New York has shown
interest in the matrer as  have

also Senator Kennedy and Speaker
Tip O'Meill.

The IRA's, or perhaps the
Republicans’ biggest drawback is
their narrow mass base which

results in elitist style of operatian.
The only time a mass movemeant
championing the cause of the
Ulster minorities, developed, was
during the time of the Civil Rights
Movement in the late [9860's, This
was 2 movement mainly by of the
Catholic  population  demanding
refarm within the Morchern Ireland
state, that found sympachetic re-
sonance In the Souch and had the
indirect support of the madia and
big business interescs, who put
pressure on the povernment to
intraduce reforms. The movement
itself was Mon-sectarian. open to
Procestants as well as Cacholics:
it avoided the issue of reunification
and It was committed to non=
viclence. Two factors directly
contributed to the launching znd
the rapld growth of the movement:
The post-war free education, thanks
ta which, the backward Catholics
were able to eschew their customary
diffidence; and the liberal ac-
mosphere coming in the wake of
a concentrated inward flow of capi-
tal in the late [950°s and early
60's, replacing the “‘traditional in-
dustries with new outside owned
firms''.

The CRM reached its high wator
mark when the British government
suspanded the Storment govern-
ment in Morthern lIreland, thus
ending more than fifty years of
Unionist rule. The total fallure
of the Stormont government Js
best summed up by Morman Furmiss
in his “Morchern lreland As Case
Study of Decentralization in Unitary
States" (World Politics, Vol soxvii,
Mo 3, April 1975): The Starmont
government could not iniciate any
long-range development schemes;
it retained restrictions on  civil
libarties unlike in any ether part
of Bricain; and it furthered a
"hothouse" atmosphere in which
traditional hatreds flourished'., The
Stormont government was replaced
by the power sharing Executive,
which had the support of both
Londen and Dublin  governments,
business Interests, top=rung Cathe-
lics and major Unionists in iMarthern

Ireland. The new arrangement was
described as the greatest actempt
ever to reform the Morthern State
and was hailed as one chat granced
far reaching concessisus on  the
question of Irish Unity. These
new developments were viewed
to be pregnant with great possibili-
ties, buc alas, for the Protestanc
backlash. The bulk of the Protescant
people have always looked askance
at any attempt at reforms, which
to them, wera infringamenc on their
priviliged position, and historically
every British inspired attempc at
reforms has generaced its own
gnavedigger in the form of viclent
Protestant backlash. On this occa-
slon when Protestant bigotry lashed
back violently againsc the civil
rights campaign, not merely all
accempts at reforms were shalved,
but the unprepared Catholics com-
mitted to non-vielence became the
targets of criminal assaults, The
Bricish  Army was rushed in, to
mazintain law and order. The Bricish
Army has been there ever since,
astensibly as a neutral force, but
actually in support of the Unionists
and Indulging in acts of counter—
terrarism against Republican terro-
rism. Theattack onthe defenceless
Cachelic ghetroes and the increas-
ingly partisan role of the British
Army provoked ths IRA (now the
PROVOS) to re-emerge, convined
that cheir earlier decision fafter
1962) to eschew armed politics was
a great mistake, The ten years
that have followed since 969, have
been a decade of violence, 2
decade that saw over 2000 killings
and over 20, 000 persons suffering
injuries, but at the end if it no
body seems to be anywhere near
anykind of a settlement.

Apart from minor left groupings
and dissident sections of the media,
wha have raised the "Pull out
Treops™ demand, there is unanimity
of views among the major British,
political Parties. The Irish question
has never been the opposition's
cudgle to castigate the government

The British bungling of the Irish
question is wichout parallel, at
least from the peoint of view of
the objective results of British
actions, fn any wother country . in
the world, grappling with the
preblem of natianal minorities, or
the "Mational Question'.

21



The

by Bertie Gajameragedara

he tripartite  refationship

between US, USSR and China
constitutes one of the major
structural aspects of the Worid
balances of forces today. Changes
that have been taking place in the
World situation in the current
decade have been ultimately related
to the changing character of the
relations between these 3 centres
of power. The present character
of this relationship, to a consi-
derable degree, has besn deter-
mined by the new criencacion
that took place in the global
foreign policy strategy of the US
still the most dominant single
power In the contemporary world,

The basic factor which explains
the changing character of the US
werld policy and thus, its relation-
ship with other major powers
particularly the relationships with
China and the Soviet Union, is
the recognition by the US leader-
ship of the relative dacline of US
power and influence in the werld
arena, specifically after Vietnam.,

The clue to an understanding
of the relations between the s

on the one hand and Peking
and Moscow on the other, lies
in the way the US approached

the fundamental problem of 2
global policy since the late 1960's
{about [968/69),

Henry Kissinger was the leading

American  who attempted o
understand the basic problems of
the US glabal policy from a

consistent and articulate point of
view, when he served as cthe
Special Assistant to Nelson Rocke-
feller in 1968,

Kissinger  clearly recognized
that the US power has been
declining relatively, due to 3 main
factors:

I. The advance
towards the

of the
Sfatus

Soviet
of a lst

(The writer who did his
Posi-graduate studies ai Lon-
don and Sussex uriversities
is now lecturer in International
Relations ar  the Peradeniya
University).
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structure of global

ranking nuclear power which
by the end of the [960's
threatened to give her a status
of parity vis-a-vis America.
2. The emergence of new
leading centres of power - namely
Europe, lapan and China. 3.
The traumatic experience of
Vietnam,

Brezhner

As a result of these new cir-
cumstances in the world Kissinger
concluded chat there was the
need to redefine the American
leadership role in  the werld.
The US foreign policy strategy,
upon which the character of the
warld balance of forces depended
to a marked degree, can bz con-
sidered as a persistant attempt

en the part of the American
leadership to perpetuate the
dominant role of America in

an altered World context.

Kissinger as the chief strategist
of the new US foreign policy
remained within the traditional
problematique of US foreign policy.
He fundamentally accepted the
dual foreign policy object which.

Truman had declared in  March
1947, — Namely, opposing *ag-
ressien” (on the part aof the

Communist powers) and supporting
"free peoples”. However, in rela-
tion te the first part of the

power

SUPERPOWERS

objective, Kissinger rejected what

he called “‘undifferenciated gla-
balism'.  That s, the almost
automatic tendency ohtained In the
US foreign policy before 1968, to
intervenes anywhere in the warld
against what they thought to he
“communist aggression’.  Inscead
he suggested the need for the
appiication of US power in a
restrained  manner, in order to
achieve well defined policy ob-
jectives,

On the other hand, Kissinger
suggested a new approach towards
the US relations with the 2
lezding communist powers, He
said that the stability and order
in international relations always
depended on the ability of the
great  powers to establish some
from of wunderstanding ameng
themselves.  According to this
theoretical proposition Kissinger
came to the conclusion that the
US should strive to establish a
political wnderstanding or what he
called "a conception of internatio-
nal  order with <the USSR,
particulary in  view of the fact
that the USSR had an ability to
challenge the US anywhere in the
world.  Kissinger also pointed out
very significantly, that the trouble

with the American was their
inability to think about world
politics  in  a  subtle manner,
particularly in terms of balance of
power. This, in effece amounted
to a deliberate attempt an the
part of Kissinger to reject the

predeminant tendency in America
{ie. to confronc the USSR on the
basis of the assumption that there
was an irreconcilable conflict bet-
ween the 2 world power centres),
and to replace it by a balance of
pawer pelicy. This in fact can be
considered as the most fundamental
strategic guideline that Kissinger
introduced to the practice of
American foreign policy,

As far as the USSR is consi-
dered, this implied that the US
should now endesavour to establish
a global political understanding on
the basis of a wide ranging
mutual  political accomodation.



When China is concerned, this
Implied in practice a deliberate
attempt on the part of US to
exploit the difference betweszn
the USSR and China in order
to “manage” the US relations
with the 2 leading communist
power, and definite rejection of
the hitherto accepted “manolithic
character” of the world commu-
nisc movement. However, largely
because of the US invalvent in
Vietnam, and partly because of
the tendencey of some U.S. fareign
policy anzlysists to consider the
sinc-Soviet conflice as one centering
on some tactical problem of the
werld communlst movement, no
attempt whatsoever was made to
change  the American  policy
towards China and to accomodate
the widening conflict between che
two Communist powers. However,
the most fundamental strategic
meaning of America’s relations
with China in the current de-
cade is the deliberate attempt
made by the American leader-
ship to exploit the Sino-Soviet
differences for the management
of her relations with the two
Communist powers,

USSR,

From about the mid-1550's
onwards the USSR stood for accome-
dation with the West, particularly
with the US. The downfall of
Khrushchev in 1964 did net result
in a noteworthy change in the
policy of ‘peaceful cé-existence’
which had been declared in 955,
However, until the end of the
1550°s the US did not reciprocate
to the USSR nitlatives towards
the establishment of a general
=ztente relationship between the
East and West. In the meantime,
the Western powers proceeded
wintly with the Soviet Union te
sliminate any possible occurence
=f 2 head-on clash between the
Two sides.

The fact that the US did not
=ndeavour to establish a general
==tznte relationship with the USSR
partly due to the inferiority
= Soviet wezpons system, both
sclear and conventional vis-a-vis
Western military power. There-
fore, the Soviet leadership, since
the mid 1960's (after Khrushchey's
downfall) adopted a policy of
developing their weapons system

w5

to a level which enabled the
USSR to achieve a status of
parity vis-a-vis the US., Once
the USSR demonstrated this
ability to achieve a status of
parity and even surpass tne US
in respect of weapons, then the
Soviet leadership oriented their
world palicy to establish a general

detente relationship or a  broad
political accomodation with the
US. This was by the end of the

1960's. The Soviet pelicy had the
following objectives;

(a) Establishment of Soviet
superpower status globally and
compelling the west to recognise
this status.  (b) To effect a general
settlement on the European prab-
lem. This meant the establishment
of the legitimacy of the European
frontiers resulting from the divi-
sion of the continent following the
second World  War, ()  The
establishment of some form of
regulated bilateral relationship with
the LIS,

Accordingly. the main thrust of
Saviet wur%d palicy was to evalye
a regulated, normalized  and
broadened relationship with the
USA and the West. One of the Chief

problems the Soviet leadership
confronted since the mid 1960
onwards was that of rearienting

their domestic economy, which was
based on heavy industry, with a
view to fulfilling consumer needs by
devoting major attention te the
increased production and supply of
consumer  durables, From the
point of view of the formulation
of Saviet defence policy, the main
significance of this imperative need
for economic reorientation, was
the Soviet leadership belief that the
only possible way to develop Soviet
agriculure and light Industry was
to reduce defence expenditure by
bringing an end to the strategic
arms race with the US. This then
was one of the key motivations
of Seviet world policy in the decade
of the [970's,

The general detente policy of the
USSR was in the first place intended
to bring an end to the acute
confrontation with the US, |t
seems that the Soviet leadership,
like their western counterparts,
had been firmly convinced of the
need to regulate their bilateral
relationships on the basis of the
mutual recognition of the starus

Carter
One can argue
that this objective was ever pre-
sent in Soviet world policy since

guo in the Wast,

the end of World War 1l. What
differs in the current decade
however is that the USSR,
unlike in the past, is capable
of bringing direct pressure to
bear on the Woestern powers,
due largely to her nuclear
weapons systems and to the
phenemonal augmentation of her
conventional forces in the
eastern half of Europe.

There is another objective of
this policy, namely the challenges
posed by the Chinese to the Soviet
Union in the East. That is so say,
since the mid 1960's the immediate
attention of the Soviet world policy

had to be devoted to confront
problems emanating from two
strategic theatres  which  were
intimately connected with the

security of the USSR namely the
East and West,

One of the problems which
arises in respect of the general
Soviet foreign policy strategy in
the West is the problem concern-
ing Soviet objectives in Western
Europe. There is no doubt that
the Soviet Union has endeavoured
and continues to endeavour to
establish the legitimacy of the
Eastern European borders and to
increase the Soviet trade and
technological contacts with Europe
through the establishment of a
general detente relationship with
the US and the western European
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powers, having aceepted that the
WWestern European powers them-
selves had taken actions to broaden
this economic relationship with the
Sovier Union and her Eastern
European allies,

The most noteworthy example
of this 'mending' of Western rela-
tions with the East was the policy
of ‘Ostpolitik’ followed by Willy
Brandt. The Western European
leaders have expressed a great deal
of anxiety to the effect that the
Soviet Union would attempt to
cause a breakup In the strategic
relations  between Europe and
America with a view to bring
Western Europe, the strategically
and otherwise most Important
region in the world. Into the Saviet
orbit (‘Finlandizatien' of Europe).
This means that the position
western Europe s going to occupy
in the Sovier world foreign policy
strategy remains one of the ke
problems in the world balance of
forces today,

During the 1960°s Khrushchey,
in order to establish worldwide
accomodation with the Woest,
didn’t want to confront the West
in the periphery. (Example,
Vietnam-when in 1962 Khrushchey
proposed a negotiated settlement.
During this period the USSR did
not want  to  provide military
assistance to the DRY/NLF).

After Krushchev however, the
new Soviet leadership adepted
a policy of providing material
support to countries and move-
ments fighting the West while
continuing to avoid the risk of
a direct conflict with the USA
For instance, the USSR exrended
support to North Vietnam but only
in the form of military supplies
and similarly when the ‘war broke
out In the Middle East in June
‘67, and again In October 1973,
the Soviet and American leader-
ships consulted each other with a
view to avoiding a direct clash

This policy of exploiting localized
issues  without risking 2 direct
clash with the ‘West, has baen
pursued by the Soviet Union in
the current decade. This has led
to a Soviet presence in areas of
theglnhewhii:hweretraditinna]ly
considered to be Western spheres
of special interest and has resul.
ted in the increasing influence
of the USSR in the world today,
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End of the long boom

by Upali Cooray

1929 is once
the capitalist
draws to a

he spectre of

again haunting
world. As [979
close we are witnessing the
unfolding of the most serious
crisis the international capitalist
system has experienced since
1923, The frenzied scramble for
metzllic currencies in September
and October 1979 which pushed
the price of gold as high as § 437
an ounce indicates not anly the
degp-going crisis of the interna-
tional monetary system but zlso
the widespread uncertainties about
the scope and extent of the
economlic recession that s now
setting in. This is the third
recesslon  world  capitalism  has
experienced  within  the short
space of a decade,

The 70's would undoubtedly go
down in history as the decade
of monetary crises and recessions;

as the decade which marked
the end of the long ecconomic
boom, the era of full employ-

ment and rising living standards;
the decade in which the sleeping
giant of the imperialist countries,
its working class, began to wake

up frem its long slumber and
fiex its muscles, ;
But zbove all the 7th decade

of the 20th Century will be re-
memberaed as the decade which
shattered the myth that capita-
lism would no longer experience
cyclical  erisis, thatwith a lictle
help from John Maynard Keynes,
capitalism has now mastered the
art of maintaining a crisis-free
economy.

Synchronisation of
economic crises.

During the long wave of ex-
pansion which advanced capitalist
countries experienced for nearly
25 years after the 2nd world
war, there were no long-lasting

The author, a pgraduate in
economics from London Universiry
and a Barrister-at  law, ir a
Polithure member of the Revolu-
tionaty Marxist party.

econamic crises. Periods of slower
economic growth in. one country
did not threaten ro draw ocher
countries into a dangerocus down-
ward spiral.  For instance the
West German recession cof |986
—67 occurread at a time when
Britain, France, lapan and ltaly
were experiencing economic growth
enabled West Germany to avoid
the warst effects of the reces-
sion by an export drive direcred
at these markets.  In other waords
during the long boem, economic
crisis of different countries were
not synchronized.

Beginning wich the 70's however,
the tendency has been for eco-
nomic downturn and recéssion in
all or a significant number of
of capitalist countries to  acour
simultanecusly. Thus the first
international recession when it
occurred in 1970-71 involred all
the advanced Capitalist countries
except West Germany. And after
a short lived “speculative boom"
in 197173 the economlcs of the
imperialist countries plunged head

~long into the first generalized
recesslen since [929-33. Since
then nene of these countries

have succeeded In pulling them-
selves out of the viclous clrcle of

ECONOMICS

growth in [977. Alchough there
was a slight recovery in 1978
the symptoms of yet another and
mare pronounced recession began
to appear in some countries

already in |979.

This deterioration of the
international capitalist economy
is not caused by "blosdy-minded"”
trade unionists. They are seeking,
and not always successfully to
ensure that wages do not fall
too far behind prices which are
continuously rising. Mar is it the
result of the monetary crises.
The economic crisis preceded the
meonetary crisis and in part acc-
elarated its outbreak. MNor is it
caused by ©Qil Sheiks who are

trying to make sure that thelr
real incomes do not fall due to
the inflation in imperialist coun-
Lries,

The causes of the present
econcmic crisis are more profound.
The slacking of technological

innovation, excess capacity in key
sectors of the economy such as
steel, automobiles, petrochemical,
synthetic textiles, naval construc-
tion and electronics, and the
consequent decline in investments,
the growing gap berween the
capacity of production and buying

excess capacity, falling rates of :

profits, slowing down of invest- POWer, compounded by mountains

ments, inflation and recession. of indebtedness (families as well
as companies). In Marxist rter-

Thus the first year of boom minology it is a periodic crisis

after the 74-75 recession was capitalism inevitably experiences

followed by a slow—down in as a result of the growth of

TABLE 1

UNEMPLOYMENT IN IMPERIALIST COUNTRIES ({IN MILLIONS)

USA ITALY BRITAIN JAPAN FRANCE WEST OTHER =
GERMANY IMPERIALIST
COUNTRIES
1975 8.2 1.3 0.9 0.9 1.1 2.4
MAY
1978 .9 1.7 1.4 1.2 1.0 4.7
OCTORER
* jncludes AUSTRALIAT CANADA, NEW ZEALAND

& BEMNEFIX COUNMTRIES.
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organilc composition of capital and
the falling rate of profit.

The synchronization of economic
crisis itself is not an accidental
feature. It is the result of eco-
nomic transformations that occur-
red In the preceding period of
capitalist growth and expansion,
Primarily it is due to greater and
greater  internationalization  of
productian accompanied by
increased division of labour among
all imperialist  cauntries.  This
Internationalism of production has
occurred through further Interna-
tlonal concentration of capital-the
rise of multinational firms, These
multi-nationals which produce
surplus  value in a number of
countries simultansously are less
amenable to the anti-cyelical
measures  applied by nation
states.

Rising Unemployment

The re-appearance of unemploy-
ment in advanced capitalist coun-
tries in the 70'sis one important
indicator  of  the  deepgaing
character of the present crisis of
international capitalism. The era
of over—full employment or even
full employment Iz 2 thing of
the past. Unemployment in the
imperialist countries which steod

at |0 million during the reces-
sion of [970-7] rose ta 16
millien In [974-75. By the end

of 1978 a period which is offici-
ally referred to as the "wprurn™,
registered unemployed had risen
to 17 million. Since this figure
under—represents the real number
of unemployed persons, the actual
total of unemployed is now pro-
bably mare then 20 millian.

persons  officially registered as
unemployed would exceed 20
million and the actual total would
excesd 25 million.

Rising unemployment combined
with the austerity measures that
are now belng applied by the
governments of advanced capital-
ist countries In order to curb
inflation, resulting in a reduction

of real incomes of the masses,
erosion of living standards and
reduction in  their purchasing
power. This in turn has the

effect of lengthening the duration
of the recession,

Inflation to

After the great depression in
the 1930°s the Imperialist coun-
tries sought to avald deep cyclical
downturns by resorting te Keyn-
sian techniques of deficit financing.
Since the 70°s the creation of
such iInflatlonary buying power,
which in che first two decades
after the Warld Yar |l helped
to modify the effects of economic

slumpflation

recessions, has failed to revive
economic  growth and industrial
productlon. During the 70's the

international capitalist  economy
has passed from permanent infla-
tian stimulating economic upswing
te stagflation in 1970-71 apd to
slumpflation in 1974-75; that is
inflation and price increases are
now persisting during a period
of outright reduction In produc-
tive activity and of Increases in
unemployment,

The staggering rates of inflation
that is observable in the imper-
ialist countries is not the result

of oil price hikes by OPEC

When the coming recession  countries, but the product  of

gets underway the number of more than 3 decades of infla-
TABLE 11

DEBT I_.’:‘_THE UNITED STATES (In thousand million dollars)

Year Gross Mational Product
1945 208.5
1930 1845
1953 393.0
19&0 503.0
1965 684.9
1969 2321
1974 1,335.0

Public Debt Private Debt
268.4 153.4
239.4 276.8
269.8 3922
301.0 566.1
367.6 /70,4
380.0 1,247.3

B666.00

2,0000

pi-

tionary economic policles by
these nations. The massive funds
spent on  military expenditure-
{the permanent arms eccnomy)
which in [975 alone accounted
for 8250 thousand million Is one
cause. Mo imperiallst government
Is perpared to reduce the wvast
ameount of funds squandered on
military expenditure. But the
main cause of inflation undoubta-
dly is the massive growth of
credit in the private sector-that
is bank loans and paper money
that financed the economic boom.
The imperialist economics “‘sailed

towards expansion on a sea of
debts whose cumulative effects
necessirily accelerated inflation'.
Thus, since the beginning of
1977 the wolume of credit in
U. 5. has risen at annual rate
of 14%. In the last quarter of
978 consumer product rose by

265, mortgages by 245 and
leans by 2250. However produc-
tion In 1978 increased by 5. 5%

while the velume of recail sales
rese only by [.5%4. Thus an ine-
rease in the volume of retall

sales by 1.597 required an jncr-
ease in the valume of credic by
(49, to 209%.

If the flow of credit is severely
controlled  eor  stopped  thers
would be massive overproduction
and a catastrophic rise in un-
employment. This in facc is che
dilemma of the ruling classes of
imperialist countries. If they try
to control inflation by checking
off credit and pruning government
expenditure, they may plunge
headlong inte a recession, the
depth and the extent of which
they cannot predict. If they allow
the ecanamy to steam ahead or
even roll aleng, inflation will
get stronger and it may become
even more difficult to  concrol.

Disintegration of the interna-
tional monetary system,

The Bretton-YWoods agreemeant
in 1944 socught to escape from
the dillemma that has confroncad
the capitalist economy since World
War |: that is either maintzinence
of Gold standard with more zand
more catastrohpic crises of ower-
production or abandonment of the
Geld standard and 2 returs
towards economic  nationzlism,




protectionism etc which would be
equally disastrous for the inter.
national capitalist system. The
solution consisted of basing capit-
alist currencies both an gold and
on the dollar, maintaining stahle
rates of exchange and establishing
rules tolerating a degree of
inflation, above all when a crisis
of over-production was impending,
The price of goid was fixed at
%35 an ounce,

So long as Inflation was mode-
race  and the dollar Jost  jrg
purchasing power at a slower
rate than the currencies of ocher
imporeant imperizlist countriegs,
the system functioned satisfactoriiy,
a5 far as the imperialist countries
were concerned, No one com-
plained about the U. 5 balance
of payment deficit then, because
without such a deficit the Bretron

Woods system could not have
functioned. The moment the
Inflation of the dollar became
greater than that of other cyr-

TABLE
SHARE OF MAIN IMPERIALIST CcOUN
TOTAL WORLD EXPORTS oOrF

USa WEST GERMANY

1968 201 19,4

1970 18.5 19.5

1972 16.1 20,2

1974 17.2 .7

15716 172 0.5

1677 15.0 20.7

1978 3rd 1601 2.8

Quiarter

rencies, when the world's holding
of dollars expanded out of ail
propartion to the rapidly dim-
inishing stock of gold held by

U. 5. the Bretton Woods system
broke dewn. Onp August 15, 1971
Nixan officially unhinged the fixed
relationship  between  daliar and
gold. The Dollar became incon-
vertible in terms of Gold, Since

I

TRIES (%) in

MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS

(Conrinued on Lage i)

da Weernsinghe's 16 teak daoor installed in 15971,
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GALLE FACE HOTEL
COLOMBO, SRI LANKA (CEYLOM)

OVER A CENTURY OF SERVICE WITH A SMILE

The GFH has commenced

a Rs. 8,000,000.00

FURTHER — IMPROVEMENT
scheme, which will
improve the entire
SOUTH WING, with new
bathrooms, new air
conditioners, new
old-styled roofing etc.
The MNarth Wing continues
to operat: beautifully

without a breal.

YESTERDAY'S CHARM

& TOMORROW'S COMFORT

TODAY !

Estd.

But!

1864

is
NOT the NEWEST
NOT the BIGGEST
NOT the TALLEST

It’s the Best

Say the Guests
AND “THE BEST"
| IS GETTING BETTER

INTERNATIONAL BUT NATIONAL

FRANCE U.K. ITALY JAPAN
§.2 Il.6 7.3 106
2.7 10,38 1.2 11.7
9.3 10.0 7.6 13.2
a3 5.8 6.7 14.5
w7 5.8 71 14.6
Q.4 4.4 T.6 15.4
1001 w.a T2 15.8
then the price of an ounce of
geld has jumped from 35 wo
5530,

The  international monetary
System remains in crisis, Qp the
one hand the capitalist central
banks have no relizble substiryre
for the dollar as a Feserve eyp.
Fency. Since  Nixoan unhinged

7



18

Conjunctions and

communalism

L nly connect,' wrote the
Onuvehst E. M. Forster, summ-
ing up his liberal philosophy of
bringing together those separated
by prejudicesand animesities. And,
of course, the grammatical fune-
tian of a conjunction [s to con-
nect. But a grammatical exsrcise
on conjunctions <an nevertheless
be a vehicle for reinforcing com-
munal prejudices, as is evident
from a test paper in English
language set to O-level students
in a big Colombo school recently.
One question in It asked candid-
ates to pick the correct conjunc-
tions to link the clauses and sent-
ences in a passage. |f students
made the right choice of conjunc-

tions, this is how the passage
would have read:
“When you go to laffna for

the first time you feel as though
you have gone to a cempletely
different country. Every thing
there is so different from ours.
So for a mement you feel a
scranger in your own  country.
After some time you get accus-
tomed te It. But wunless you
know their language yoy cannot
be comfertable there.'

April days

R. D. Laing, the rebel against
the psychiatric establishment, spent
several months in 5rl Lanka in
1971, studying Buddhist medita-

tion. One experience from his
sojourn is preserved [n a conversa-

tion with his small son  Adam
recarded in his book Conversa-
tions with Children. Headed

‘Ceylon-April [971" the dialogue

DPEI’IS:
‘Adam {on hearing of fighting,

sheoting and  killing in  Kandy,
[4 miles away) | want to go to
Kandy and kill people and cut

them up znd eat them for break-
fast with a big steel gun and a
stiff trigger.’

Silkworms and sin

There was another visitor in
Sri Lanka in the April days whose

AT
CLIKE IT

words were recalled to me by
the current controversy on whe-
ther a dharmista society should
foster silkworm breeding, This
yistor was Rene Dument, the
French agronomist, who arrived
In 5ri Lanka as an adviser to
the Government only a few days
befare the April insurrection exs
ploded. Dumant was so shocked
by the slaughter and tortures
that he became one of the Initi-
ators of the Ceylon Committee
which appealed for the defence
of human rights in this country.

In his book Paysanneries aux
Abois Dumont recalls that onan
earller wvisic to 5ri Lanka he had
suggested that the silk induscry
be developed as a means of
diversifying the rural econemy, but
was tald that this was impossible
In a Buddhist councry since it
involved  boiling  silkworms  In
their cocoons, At this point
Dumeont zdds a feotnete, which
(translated) reads:

‘Hewever it was a Buddhist
monk who killed Prime Minister
Bandaranaike; and we shall soon
speak of the bloody repression of
1971. Mrs. Bandaranaike has
certainly decided not to take
account any more of this prejudice.’

The Srl Lanka section of the
beok (published in 1972) carries
an acknowledgement to Chandrika
Bandaranaike for information and
assistance,

Problem corner

You are given ten bags of
colns, each containing ten ecoins.
All coins bear the same value,

but in one bag (you aren't told
which) all the coins are counter-
feic, A genuine coin weighs ten
grammes, and & counterfeic ecoin
nine. You are given a pointer
scale, which weighs in units of
ene gramme, How will you find
out, in one and enly one weigh-
ing, which bag contains the
counterfeic coins?

WITH

COMPLIMENTS OF

DISTRIBUTORS

OF

CITIZEN

WRIST WATCHES

& CLOCKS




The NSSP and the National Question

Demoacratic solution to the
Anaricnaf question in any satis-
factory form cannot be achieved
withln the capitalist framework,
All capitalist leaderships have grown
beyond the age of radjeal solution,
None of them are rezlly indepen-
dent of the neo-colonial farces,
Imperialist integration of the
capitalist international order has
made a real solution within the
capitalist system impossible,

Still, the national question g
one of the democraric guestions
for which imperialists themselyes
have been trying to glve half
solutions. In ‘recent times. The
creation of Bangla Desh is one
good exampla, Many developments
on the African continene can be
Eiven as examples. |p particular
the present imperialise palicy is
to appraise national minaricies, asg
counter to revalutisnary Influences,

In Sri Lanka (Eelam?) the national
question  In relation to Tamjl
speaking people has been aggrava-
ted to the degree where Tamils
have reached the paint of demand-

ing separation, However, their
bourgeois leadership have been
Putting forward concrete prope-

sals for a unitary state In she past,
Banda—Chelya pact in [958 and
Dudley-Chelva Pact in |66 are
the two specific instances where
these proposals were considered

serlously by the two capitalist
parties based on the Sinhala
massas,

Though  separation s posed
seriously by the militants, the
TULF feadershfp. even today, s

Prepared to discuss g compromise
solution and such a solution seems
to have a popular appeal, Even
after so much of viclence and
rivalry, this attitude of the Tamil
bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie
is due to the very complex distri-
bution  of the Tamil  speaking
people,

(The author, 5 lecturer  in
Engineering  ac’ the Peradeniya

University, i general secretary of
the M. § 5 P, “Mavs Sama Samaja
Pzkshaya )

In relation to national consci-
ousness, Tamijl speaking people cap
be gzrouped Inte foyr categories:

(a) Tamils of the narth and a
fection in the east with Interese
In land, commerce, and small jn-
dustry, possess a natjonal conscious-
ness. Here the preponderance of
this has lately overshadowed casea
differences and even class struggle.

(b} Estate workers of upcountry
and mid country wha are reprasan-
ted by the estate secror Trade
Unions. They are, though backward,
conscious of the class interest and
hence tied to TU's very strongly,
Even the most rightwing TU leader
Thondaman has ‘mora interest jn g
s¢parate deal with the UNP than
continuing with the TULF

() Tamil merchants, professionals
and workers distributed jn mast of
the southern cities, predominently
In Colombo. They have roots and
tonnections with either of the
above categories, byt their main
Interest is in the area in which
they live. These Tamils are mostly
urban in outlack and are eager
fer a unitary solution,

(d) Tamil speaking  Muslims
{(peasants and fishermen) mostly in
east  and north west, Though
lately they were drawn increasingly
towards the TULF, they distruse

the northern  Tamil upperclass
leadership,
In this context the democratie

solution to this problem in concrete
terms, will be,

(2) All discrimination in educa-
tion, employment and land alloca.
tion must end,

(b) A democratic regional
administration of the northern and
Baslern  provinges with powers
over |ocal administration, colonjsa.
tion and land usage etc,  must be
established,

(¢)_The rights and facilicjes for
the Tamil people to carry our all
their transactions wich the state
in their language must be assured,

by Vickramabahu Karunaratne

(d) A®roper share of the natianal
product must be attached for the
development of the northern and
Bastern provinces.

(e} The rl‘ghtofselfdetermlnatiun
(le. right of secession) must  ba
inscribed in the constitution and
full citizenship should ba givan to
all those whao consider this as thajr
motherland.,

Working class and left arganisa-
tions, while ﬂghting for the above
program, are ducy bound to defand
(with criticism) I reforms and
concessions given by the bourgeois
Eovernments. In this aspect failure
of the left movement in 1958 and
1965 is evidens. Though the stand
taken by the Samasamaja parcy in
1958 was heroic, it also did not
ceme out clearly in defence of the
concessions Included jn tha Banda-
Chelva pact,

Today IR’s gavernment, In order
to achiave stabilicy and integration
of the internal marker, g baing
Pressurised by international finanee
capital to give cerrain concesslons
to the Tamil speaking people, The
Eovarnment while Praoposing coor-
Paration wich the TULE leadership,
is busy liquidating the milicanes
in the Tamil liberatian mavement,
(Tigers ete). By this the govern-
ment is seeking to rope in the
TULF to work within ths limits
of constitutional Bonapartism,

Concessions under discussion fall
into  the following categories;
(i) University entrance (standardi-
sation), (i) Employment, {iil)
Land and colonizatiog, (iv) Use of
the Tamil language, (v} Citizenship
rights and other constitutional
Elarantees,

Already elimination of mediawise
standardizatian, percentage alloca-
tion of jobs and district councils
have been preposad,

Intense oppositian from Sinhala
chauvinists can be expected avan
for  these mMeagra  concessians,
Already 2 pawerfy lobby is pressing
for mediawise standardisation apd
forced  colonization. Not only
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Y“Mathru Bhumi' but alsa the so
called progressive intellectuals such
as Dr. Calvin Gunaratne have come
'FDrW.II.Fd 4=] QF}PDSE COnNCessions, it
Is clear thr government will try to
balance ketween TULF and these
forces, In the meantime
middle classes will be

anxiously for the eutcome.

Tamil
waiting

Any talk on the defence of the
right of salf determination or even
rights of Tamils [n general has no

meaning whatsoever unless we
come out in defense of these
meagre concassions (however

bankrupt they are!) against Sinhala
chauvlnists. [c is by carrying out
the fight against the repression by
the bonapartist state in the norch
and east and by critical defenze of
the concesslons, that the correct
orientaticn onthe national question
can be brought inte the werking
class and mass movement.

Maturally what is most impertant
is to take these issues iInto the
warking class malnly through the

JCTUAC. Werking class is now
moving Inte action on  jssues,
general in nature. The above

demands of the Tamils should be
incorprated. In addition; the TU
movement should be made aware
of the dangers of chauvinism. It
is by taking these issues into the
TU movement and southern masses
in general chat it will be possible
to win the Tamil redical masses
from the blind alley of nationalism
and isolated terrorism.

Considering the importance of
the national question in the field of
higher education and in relation
to employment, It is necessary to
campaign on these issues In the
universities, In these campaigns pai-
gns several myths should be expla-
ded. (i} Myth of Tamils being a privi-
leged group in education. employ-
ment and property ownership (ii)
myth of historical animesity between

Tamils and Sinhaless. 1. 8. Race as
given in the pooular history (iii}
myth of South |ndian conspiracies
to liquidate Sinhala race (iv) myth
of preparation of a communal or
race war in Jaffna and ill treatment
of Sinhalesz in laffna.

End of ...
{ Continued from Page 27)

daoilar from gold in 971, it is
estimated that the official foreign

exchange resarves of dollars had
actually risen from the 7837 to
Bl94. An internaclonal reserve
currency  detached  frem  the
national BCONOMmMY of any capit-
alist country remalns a utopia.
On the other hand the persis-
tent  weakness of the dollar,

which reflact the declinl‘ng com-
petitiveness of American imperial-
ism in the world market, massive
inflatien in U. 5. A. and the
enormous amount of paper doliars
circulating in the banking system
outside USA leads to periodic
convulsions like that of Movember
1978 which threatens to throw
the entire banking system into
insolvency,
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Race, class

YOHAMN DEVANANDA must
not assoclate me with positions
| don't held and then describe
them as ‘naive’. Having summarjs-
ed some of my arguments regar-
ding Buddhism and radicalism, he
goes on to say : 'Bur, of course
some so-called Marxists confiden-
tly expect that the hold of
Buddhism on Sri Lanka will dis-
salve Into thin alr when the capl-
talist contradictions duly mature.
If he intends to attribute these
views te ma, | must say thac |
am teo conscious of the immen-
se Ideological weight exerced by
organised religimt as a buttress
of the established secial order
to believe that it will so easliy
‘dissalve into thin air’, Scill less
do lhold that ‘the trade unions(!)
will then wsher in the new
era.'

What is really at issue between
us is the characterisation of the
Sinhalza-Buddhist revival which in-
cludes such figures as Anagarika
Dharmapala and 5. Mahinda There.
While conceding that ‘there are
certain spurlous and unfortunace
features of this movement such
as chauvinism and racial intoler-
ance," Yohan Devananda® finds in
it ‘genuine radical elements,' and
belleves that the one is separa-
ble from the other.

I suggest that, on the contrary,
the meaning of the co-existence

of ‘chauvinist' and ‘'radical' ele-
ments in the Iideslogy of these
figures is that they Dbelleved

themselves to be the spokesman
for the oppressed of one race.
| contend that in taking this
stand, they helped to preserve
the fundamental bases of the
class structure by strengthening
the consciousness of race againsc
class, and by helping to lay the
ideological foundations for the
oppression of one race by an-
other. |t is no accident, surely,
that In the racialist campaigns
of recent months Sinhala chauvi-
nists have put up posters with
the head of Anagarika Dharma-

| CORRESPONDENCE |

and revivalism

pala and his slogans calling for
the preservation of 'Sinhala-ness’

My szcond  question
Yohan Devananda's loose
the word ‘liberation’. He wrices:
'Prince  Siddharta realised the
need for seeking a way of libs-
ration far the oppressed.... Then
came the wilderness exparience
and the awakening to the path
of liberation.'

Was It the ‘liberation eof the
oppressed’ or the liberation from
Sansara that Buddhism was con-
cerned with 7 The claim that
Buddhism offered ‘a way of libe-
ration for the oppressed’ must
be tested against the social ethic
of Buddhism, for which the
Sigala-vada Sutta is the key docu-
ment. Trevor Ling's Palican, The
Buddha offers a convenient sum-
mary, fram which | quote one para-
graph:

A good master (I e. employar)
is one who may be relied upon

CONCarns
use of

to show consideration towards
his employess by allotting each
one work suited to his capacity,
by supplying them with good food

and pay, by providing care for
them when they are sick, by
sharing with cthem any unusual

delicacies which hz receives, and
by granting them regular time off
from work. In return, employaes
or servants should show their
affection for their master by being
out of bsd betimes and not golng
to bed until he has done so,
by belng contentsd with the fair
treatment they recezive, by doing
their work cheerfully and tho-
roughly, and by speaking well of
their master to others.'

The social ethic reflected in this

teaching Is hardly ‘radical'; it is
paternzlistic — one that is design-
ed to soften the contradictions

of a class society but not to eli-
minate them,

— Reggle Siriwardena,

Marx, Lenin and scripture

Touchstone's ‘X' and Y argu-
mentation does not meet the
basic point | raised. | wrate on

Eelam and Marxism, the right of
Tamil  self~determination and
Marxists, and NOT on Eelam or
seli-determlnation per se. To
put ¢ In another way, if Marx
had neot written a word or there
had been no individual named
Karl Marx, | or anybody else
could have written on Eslam and
salf-determination, But | was
challenged by two correspondencs
whe not only claim to be Marx-
fsts but argue that my presenta-
tion of the Marxist position is
wreng, Hence the quotations.
surely this is elementary?

In “State and Revelution™,
for example, Lenin set out tha
correct Marxist theory of the
state as against those whom he
regarded as revisionist falsifiers,
In deing so, he quated extensive|
from Marx and Engels. Zinevigy

and Kamenev, among others, tal

us that when Lenin was hiding
in the Gulf of Finland, his con-
stant  companion was a blua

notebook where he had gathered
and carefully noted down under
diffzrent headings, quotations from
Marx and Engels.  And this was
an the eve of the first prolat-
arlan revolution in world hiscory.
One presumes that Lenin not only
knew "‘the goals of socialist revelu-
tion" (Touchstone) but aiso haw
best to achieve them.

Much earlier, Lenin made ex-
tensive use of quotations from
Engels to combat the arguments

of the Machist school of phila-
sophy, (Materialism and Empirio
~criticism).

In debating therefore  the
correct Marxist position on most

topics, Lenin for eone, failed to
adopt  Touchstone's recommen-
ded methodology. In  fact, the
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inumerable theoretical pelemics
that Lenin entered into with
ather Marxistz did resemble “the
theological battles between rival
sects of Christians about which
of them represents the True
Church.”

This same view of the incessant
debate within the Marxist move-
ment as tiresome and sterile
hairsplitting is shared by liberal
bourgeois commentators who did
not understand, as Lenin did, the
nesd fer absolute clarity on ques-
tions of theory. Leninism, Bolshev-
ism, in that sense was a product

of such debates, among emigre
circles. In a rare display of his
own feelings, Lenin wrote to

Inessa Armand "Such is my fate,
Cne battle after another against
political stupidity, vulgarity,
opportunlsm etc, It has been that
way since 893",

The great debate in the Bolshevik
party after Lenin's death on the
Leninist nature or otherwise of
cettain courses of policy were
fought on what one might call
the terrain of Leninism, with all
combatants making frequent use
of quetations from Lenin. (Stalin
"On Opposition'').

Another major debate, the Sino-
Soviet polemics of the [960's
Invalving the leading theareticians
of both sides, was in part a
**quotation war'’,

And speaking of quotations, |

confess | know my Lenin  much
better than my Heine, “Theory
is grey my friend; the tree of
life Is ever green”. Touchstone
throws at me this quote from
Heine as used by Lenin. If only
Touchstone keeps in touch with

Lenin's writings, forinstance Lenin’s
first 'Letter en Tactics', he wauld
have known from the footnotes

that this ‘quote’ is a line of
Mephistopheles  in  Goethe's
‘Faust’.

— CHINTAKA,
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international trends

{Continwed from page 13)

We have for instance, in an
age where colonialism 1n its elassl-
cal form has ceased, the problem
of sattler—coloniscs; a2 white
minority of settlers governing a
land which they «claim s cheir
native land, hslding all palitical
and economic power, and deny-
ing the wvast non—white majority
alemencary human  rights, leave
alone  political  freedam  and
independence. Race {and religion)
form part of the governing
ideology which sustains and legiti-
mises the state,

this has also led to
eviction of nearly
three million Palestinians fram
their homealand. The state of
Israel in Itz present farm, s
founded on a racist and expansian-
st doctrine; Souch Afrieca, at the
ather end of the demarcated area,
also finds sanction in a doctrine
called apartheid. Israel receives
more official US aid per capita
(this exclude grantes from Zionist
agencies) than any other country,
Milicarily it isa U5 bastion, the
most powerful in an area which

In lsrael,
the forcad

is the Arab heartland. South
Africa which has huge western
investment, 15 also a military

bastion (the most powerful in
black Africa) with the declared

duty of guarding the Southern
Atlantic and vital sea-lanes
eastward. Israel and South Africa
have  close  financial  (mainly
Zionist) links.

When lan Smith, with UDI,
cocked a snoolk at London, Bri-
tain did {or could dao) licele.
Frustrated, Zimbabwean nationa-
lism in a continent which was

belng steadily de-colonized, had
to sezk other means of expression,
of asserting Its dignity and the
fulfilling the common aspiration
for freedom.

In the past decade, this choice
has often opened the path to armed
struggle, Ac this point, when the
battle lines are being drawn,
ancther line also appears — the
line of differentiation between
various types of ‘nationalist’ |leaders,
between say the Mugabes and

Nkomes cn the one hand, and the
Bishop Muzorewas and the Revd
Sitholes, ‘black nationalists” in the
eyes of the western world.  (Heikal
has now reported that the good
Bishop received several instalments
f 200,000 dollars from cthe Shahl)
In  another era, independence
struggles saw the nationalist pitted
agalnst a single, casily recognisable
foe, the colonial power. In the
past-colonial age, and in a mare
complex world where domestic
and external interests are closely
interwoven, the independence
{armed) struggle produces a diffe-
rent pattern of conflicts mulciple
and diverse,

The OAL, the nonaligned and
the UM recognise half a dozen
liberation frents. Who supports
tham?! Who arms their enemies?
At the &th summit, Jamalca’s
Prime Minister Michael Manley
toock up what he said was &
constant criticism levelled at the
nan-aligned activists by the West,
Why do these nonaligned nations
“laan' towards the soclalist bloec
while unreservedly aticking the
West! Shouldn’t “zenuine nonalign-
ment” mean some sort of neutrality
or  equi-distance between the
blocs? Manley's challenging answer
makes a point of wider import.
Suppart for national liberation
struggles is a fundamental principle
of the nonaligned movement from
its genesis. |f only the Woest were
to support these liberation move-
ments, he said, it would be a
matter of enormous satisfaction to

everybody. But do they!

Take Polizario. Who helps King
Hassan!? France, lIsrael, the U3
Jordan (st one time) and now
Egypt which In <turn receives
Chinese arms. Who supports
Polisario? Libya, Algeria and the
sociallst  countries, in  the main,

The line-up not only reflects the
broazd alignment of forces at the
international level but alse demon-
strates how the character of con-
tempaorary politics imposes global
invelvements on a particular
conflict even when it Is physically
confined to a country or area.

Mext; Kissinger and US
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