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What, no re-shuffle?

Re-shuffle  remours  are
still afloat but persistent re.
ports of a sweeping change
appears to have died down after
the President’s remarks to the
parliamentary group. "Ne Out-
siders” was the message which
came loud and clear. As a re-
sult stories of a three non-MP's
(o business tycoon, a top
bureaucrat and a party high-up)
are much fess In ceirculation;
also speculation of a straight
swap between Finance and Trade.

Still very much in the
spotlight  however is Education
Minister Wijeyeratne. He him-
self confirmed this by telling
the NSA that he had actually
considered resigning his post,
His vitriolic attack on ‘despica-
ble and arrogant bureaucrats”
also confirmed what was widely
known In political and univer-
sity circles gbout an anti-Nissanka
group (Nissanka is a late-comer
to the UNP) headed by a
bureaucratic-academic cabal that
has some Sri Kotha patronage.

Will Nissanka, an ex-CCS,
go back home—to the Home
Ministry and Public Administra-
tion? Or will the Diyawadana
Nilame be crowned Minister of
Culture? The  well-informed
political  correspondent of the
WEEKEND has confidently tip-
ped young Ranil for Malay
Street,

Local consumption
Was the SLFP's congratula-

tory messgge to ‘the pgreat
doughter of India” meant more
for domestic consumption?

Certainly, it looked more like g
guantlet than a lady's glove.
Diplamats and political observers
underlined some of the more
interesting phrases in the SLFP
statement.  Having stated that

reactionarfes, local ond foreign,
had mistakenly believed Mrs,
Gandhl's  political career  hod
ended, the statement identified
the host of enemies she had
to foce and their assorted arm-
oury; ‘“character assassination
through commissions, mudslinging
through press and radio, con-
victlons  through  subservient
judiciary, harassment  through
hirelings, aiming brickbats and
cotcalls at  public rallies......
etc."
JVP's re-think

Just after the formation of
what proved to be a short-fived
5 party ‘bloc’, the VP leader,
Rahana Wijeweera, made o
public  pronocuncement that his
party did not interpret this
initiative os o move towards
“Left Unity. ANl that the JVP
supported was @ united-oriented
campaign by these parties and
their trade union affiliotes.

Recently the [VYP High Com-
mand conducted another exercise
in self-criticism and concluded
that even this 'united campaign’
was an opportunisitic error,

Church activism

In this Buddhist country,
the Christians number even less
than the Hindus. But the two
Churches are taking the lead
in mobilising enlightened opinion
on pur recent disconient,

In mid-February, the Catholic
Bishops® Conference and the
MNational Christian Council will
spensor @ two-day ‘‘consultation'
on Racism. Over 100 particiants
drawn fram all churches will
meet at Tewatte to see what
they could do to improve racial
harmony.  The discussion has
been planned by Bishop Laksh-

man  Wickremasinghe,  Bishop
Marcus Fernando and Rey, Basil
Rafasinghe, President of the

Methodist conference,
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Quoting scripture

In the exchange of compli-
ments between Chintaka and
Touchstene | think  that
Touchstone, the gentler, the
softer-spoken and clearly the
wiser of the two is, all the
same, wrong. He argues on
the basis that thers s
an objectively  ascercalnable
“correct Marxist-Leninist posl-
tion" on any issue. Chintaka
Is right In claiming that quoting
the ipsissima verba Is vital,
in the context that to him the
“"correct Marxist—Leninist posi-
tion” on any fssue s what
stalin  sald on it, and (If it
does not clash with what Stalin
said) what Lenin sald. And
so, quotation .is the only way.
My submission s that the
correct Marxist-Leninist position
on an issue depends on which
brand of Marxist (out of the
57 varleties) is speaking. Quot
homines, tot sententiae,

]. B. Ginger
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Rating Wilson

| am jotting down below a
few random thoughts that
occurred to me on reading Dr.
A. ). Wilson's article on the
Tamil problem.

Dr. A. 1. Wilson can express
his wviews as a Tamil, but If
all what he says is in the name
of Political Sclence, his rating
as a political scientist reaches
a low level.

One is struck by the very
close similarity of his argumentt
for settling Jaffna Tamils in
other Tamil speaking areas and
that of D. 5. Senanayake settling
Sinhalese from the over-popula-
ted South-western quarter or
wet zone to the Dry Zone!

A Marxist understanding of
ethnic relatlens in 5rl Lanka is
conspicusus by its absence in
Wilson's paper, apart from the
conventional Marxist view that
ethnic conflict In SriLanka is
a byproduct of the capltalist
system. One observed In the
August'77 riots, ameng other
factars, alinkage of class protest
and ethnic hatred.

Dr. Wilson speaks with new
elation of the single-mindedness
of expatriate Tamils to liberate
their homeland. | wonder
whether he read an interesting
and preceptive analysis of the
expatriate Tamil attitude to
the Tamlil problems in 5ri Lanka
in- the C.D.N. a few months
back by Jayantha Somasundaram.
He pointed eut that the Tamil
expatriate view of the Tamil
problem is often a projection
of the racial prejudice the
Tamil expatriate encounters in
his host country.

A Batticaloa Tamil.

Better read, than dead

Reader R.5. Perinbanayagam
of Manipay reveals a character-
istic common  to Reggie
Siriwardena and  columnist
“Touchstone” viz, the under-
estimation of the importance
of Theory {(which 1 will follow
Althusser in spelling with a
capital “T"). Marx once said
something to the effect thata

single practical step was worth
more than a hundred pro-
grammatic manifestos. Lenln
polnted eut In “What Is to
be Done' that this sentiment
was not universally wvalld, and
in a situation where theoretical
confusion existed within the
Marxist movement quoting this
remark of Marx was as apt
as greeting the chief mourner
at a funeral with a congratu-
latory handshake!

The Marxist movement In
this country continues to
remain ina state of theoretical
confusion on the Mational
Question, one of the strategic
issues of the Lankan revolution.
It Is only In the [970's, with
the rise of Tamil youth mili-
tancy that the Left movement
began to discover (or rediscover)
and debate in erpest the
Marxist theories en the national
question. Of course orthodoxy
in itself ‘“solves nothing”. It
Is necessary to go beyond the
letter of the basic texts and
engage in concrete analysis and
creative thought. lt Is not
possible however to “trancend”
and “enrich” without first
discovering that which exists,
This is particulary true of the
so-called Mew Left as well as
the new generation of recruits
ta the “Qld" left all of whom
are stlll in the process of un-
covering and assessing what
the store-house of Marxism-
Leninism holds In respect of
the Mational Question, This
terrain must be explored with
a view to being expanded.
Creative theorizing must be
based firmly upon the foundations
laid by Marx, Engels, Lenin,
Stalin and other proven revo-
lutionary leaders of the world
communist movement. Deveoid
of this foundation, the “origl-
nal” and “‘creatlve’ approaches
recommended by R. 5. Perin-
banayagam, Sirlwardena and
Touchstone would  result In
eclecticism, revisionlsm or just
plain diletcente—Ism. Thae
“independent canclusions' that
the  reader from Manipay
suggests we come to would
turn out to be conclusions Inde-
pendent of Marxism-Leninism!

This reader says that '“the
finest minds of (his) generation
were driven Into the madness
of =ocial chauvinism by the
uteer sterilicy of the sort of
debate that (we) have under-

taken'. The very fact that
extensive  portlons of my
original serfes  (“Myths and

Realities'") have been translated
and republished in the twe
foremost Tamil political papers
“*Sutantiran’® and “Manithan™
demonstrate that R. 5. P.'s
views are not shared by some
equally fine and perhaps more
represencatives minds of the
present generation of Tamils,

One final point. R. S, P.
refers contemptuously to the
‘authority of long dead Russians.'
May | venture to suggest that
if the teachings of those long
dead Russians had been remem-
bered and studied there would
erhaps have been less dead
rndcmeﬂans and Chileans. If
those teachings are adhered to
there may be fewer dead
Tamils as well.

Better read (and well read)
than dead!

Chintaka.
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Free books & educational opportunities

' I
“For centurics the religion of
| the majority ourtured s value which
embraced the concept of eguality.
Although the [foreign domination.
and political wpheavals at times |
searred the national ethos, the ethical |
basis of the value system has always |
| remained unscathed. Inequalities i:n |
education are repugnant to the nati-
onal}conscicnce which resents the |
manifestation of any form of |
social injustice.™ |

| (Education in Sri Lanka—dinistry |
| of Education-July 1978 P)
| |

hen the Finance Minister

announced that he would
set aslde Rs. 72 million for free
textbooks for children upto grade
9, there was loud applause from
government benches. Motenough,
protested a few Opposition mem-
bers. Mr. de Mel was wiliing
to push up this new subsidy to
Rs. 100 million. The malnstream
media broke out in a chorus of
cheers last week, when the well-
publiclsed exercise was nearly
over the Opposition press was
busy headlining what had happened
on another part of the Subsidy
front. Up went sugar prices,
flour, rice, and bread. Wrote an
opposition columnist: "One hundred
million given, morethan 2 thousand
million taken back....”

Propagandist polnts apart, the
free textbook scheme-a well-
intentioned initiative no doubt-
must be seen in the context of
free education whose ideal is
equality of opportunity and social
justice.

+ QOur education is planned in
such a way that for achild
of school going age to benefit
fram its facilities he or she
has to be in schesl,

*  Although we have regulations
about school attendence it
1s well known that there is
a large proportion of our
children of school-going age
who deo not attend school,

& As we go up the education
ladder the numbers remalning
in the schools become less
and less, and even at the

level of grade 8 there s a
greater number of our children
out of the schools than in
school.

The more number of years a
student stays In the system, the
more will be theresources spent
on him, and the type of education
at the higher levels demands an
added expenditute due to the
necessity of things like lab facilities.
Therefore those sections of our
student populatlon who manage
to stay on in the system will
consume a large propertion of our
resources avallable fer educacion.

* The ability to stay on in the
education system, as can be
shown quite clesrly, depends
directly on the socio-economic
background of the pupil. The
more affluent the pupil's
family background, the greater
will bz the chances for him
to stay on in the system
and get the best out of it.

BACKGROUNI

®*  Given this reality and by
virtue of the fact that educa-
tion is given free to all, it
is gquite clear what we are
doing under the slogan of
free education is to use our
resources from the budget
to educate those from a
better soclal background who
have a greater chance to
stay within the formal educa-
tion system for a longer
period.

What we have tried to show
above Is how In the [ast analysis
an overtly progressive step like
‘free Education’ in a class society
actually goes to the benefic of
the ‘haves and thereby helps to
perpetuate the class system.

— Sunil Bastian

Indira, Afghanistan and SLFP

lndira‘s stunning comeback has
already made its impact on the
SLFP as LG reports anticipated
since December. Besides the ex-
pected injection of new confidence,
it has had an instant effecc on
SLFP foreign policy. A compari-
son herween the SLFF's position
on the Kampuchean issue and
statement on the Afghanistan
situation  establishes  this  fact
pointedly.

Though the Chinese were bra-
zen encugh to announce thelr
intention to invade Vietnam and
carry out the threat, the SLFP
was clumsily heavy-handed in its
evasive statement. It made itself
logk even more ridiculous by
supporting Pol Pot whom Peking,
in the face of international
embarrassment, has now discreetly
dumped. The pro-Peking advisory
group made nonsense of the
party's proud clasims to genulne
nonalignment.

The Indian

election campaign
was still on

when the Afghan

crisis erupted. But Mrs. Gandhi
had already given a falr Indication
of her thinking. Sensibly, the
SLFP held its hand.

When it dld lssue a statement
its criticism of the Sovlet actien
was ‘balanced’ by its expression
of concern over US moves, par-
ticularly Diego Garcia

The SLFP PB discussion resulted
in the inevitable isolation of the
pro-Peking coterie {known in Left
circles as the Sirimaolsts) because
the US-China relationship has
now advanced to the point of
open military cooperation, with
Peking evidently welcoming the
US builld—up in Diego Garcia,
Since Mrs. Bandaranalke Is the
chief sponsor of the [ndian Ocean
peace zone proposal, a proposal
which led directly to the deci-
sion to hold a Colombo coenference
of Indian ocean states next year,
it is no longer possible for the
SLFP to adjust its foreign policy
thinking ro present Peking postures
on world events.



In order to preserve Its own
*nonaligned’ Identity vis-a-vis the
UNP, the 5SLFP simply cannot
pursue a Sipgapore-ASEAN brand
of nonalignment, a policy orlen-
tation which is in perfect accord
with US-China link-up,

And then there's always Indira.
Indian  diplomats have been
working overtime trying to clear
up the apparent confusion in
Delhi's attitude after Mrs. Gandhi
assumed office. Understandably
YWestern diplomats have been
equally busy trying to interpret
Mrs. Gandhi's varlous statements
to suit their common purposes.

Mow, the policy statement of

the Gandhi government dispels
all doubts, If indeed there were
any. While declaring Indira's
intention to “further consalidate'’
Its "many-sided relations” with
the US and itz  desire to dis-
cuss  all  issues  with = China,

inclusing the boundary question,
the policy statement speaks of
Indira's “abiding friendship” with

the USSR, and the virtue of
reliability and mutual understan-
ding  which  this  friendship
demonstrates,

The SLEP discussion had two
Interesting features. Ex-speaker

Stanley Tillekeratne, once Identified
with the pro-Peking group took
a  vigorously independent line
while Islamic loyalties seem to
have Influenced some others in an
opposite direction  includihg a
member who is known asa PLO
champion. The PLO has come
out strengly in favour of Soviet
support for the Karmal govern-
ment,

Centenary duel

ri Lanka Is the only country
Swhere Stalinlsm lost out to
Trotskylsm during the great cle-
avage In the late thirties. It Is

alse the only country which boasted
a mass Trotskyist party that was

once the pride of the Fourth
International. But the battle of
the Trotsky and Stalin  birth

centenary commemorations was
unquestionably won by the Stali-
nists and this development conti-
nues to send ripples throughout
the left movement since it
beyond an archaic ideclogical dis-
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went

pute and paralleled  political
realignments within the left.

Trutskr centenary celebrations
were held only by the smaller

roups, namely, Edmund Samarak-
Eun‘y‘s Revalutionary Workers'
Farty and the Healyite Revolu-

tionary Communist League (Kam-
karumawatha). Tampee's R. M. P.
and Vasu's NLSSP held a few
jeint seminars, but these efforts
proved desultory and neither
garoup staged a ‘show’ on the
big day ltself. The 1. ¥. P which
made extensive though unacknow-
ledged borrowings from Trotsky-
ism, remained silent.

The 5talin celebrations on the
other hand, got Into a fine start
when the Maoist five party MNava
Janata Peramuna held a well
advertised and widely attended
symposium on December 20th at
Colombo’s Mew Town Hall. This
was accompained by a Stalin book
exhibition at the Jlubilee Hall.
M. Sanmugathasan's Ceylon Comm-
unist Party took the initiative,
supparted by the JVP breakaway
lanatha Sangamaya (People’s Lea-
gue), the Mava Lanka C. P., the
Mew Democratlc  Party  and
Wimalasiri Mavaratna's Mahajana
Vimukthi Pakshaya (R).

Despite the efforts ofthe Maolsts
(“gang of 4" variety), the Stalin
commemoration ‘show' was carried
away by the Pro-Moscow Commu-
nist Party of Srl Lanka, Edmund
Samarakkedy —T. Andradi's Trots-
kyist paper 'Panthi Satana’ ('Class
struggle’) summed [t up best in
its issue of January Isti—

“Ali of Lanka's Stalinist parties,
Group and groupuscules comme-
morated  Jeseph  Stalin’s  birth
centenary ;.. The special charac-
teristic of these celebrations
was that the CPSL, which had
given up praise of Stalin since
the 20th congress of the CP5U,
returned to its old habits. ...,
In fact the Macists were put to
shame by the CP5L's ‘Aththa’
newspapers' praise of Stalin, The
‘Aththa’ editorial stated clearly
that the true heirs of Stalin were
not the Moaists, but the pro—
Soviet CP's....The Maoist Nava
Janatha Peramuna's commemoration
of Stalin is not important politi-
cally, but. this is not the case
with the CP5L, since its patrons

the CPSU is engaged in resurrec-

ting Stalin and presenting him
as a hero".

“Stalin"  has  also  assumed
another role as symbol and weapon
in the new cleavage between
the CPSL and the JYP. As the

‘Panthi Satana’ put it pertinently ;
“lt would be most interesting to
know the JY¥P's reaction to the
commemoration of Stalin by the
CP5U and CPSL. The IVP "criti-
cized Stalin in the post 1971 period
and did so publicly after 1977. On
the other hand Brezhnevy and
the CPSL are the JVP's close
buddies....."

The CPSL Youth Federation's
new organ ‘Tharuna Lanka'
(Young Lanka) has utilized Stalin
as a weapon in  its theoretical
scruggle with the JVP, In its
series of "Questions and Answers’
on issues of Marxist theory, the
CPSL  characterizes the JVP's
views on *Soclalism in one country’
as  Trotskyiste In  origin and
proceeds to refute them by
recourse to questions from Lenin
and Stalin, The papers January,
Issue contains both a lengthy
polemic against the JVP's ‘secre-
tarian position’ on the question of
Lefc unity as well as a strongly
positive account of 1. V. Stalin's
life and deeds, replete with a
photograph of the dashing young
‘Koba’, The anti Trotsgyist/anti
JVP theoretical polemic had comm-
enced earlier, but on a lower
key, in the pages of the CPSL's
now defunct newspaper ‘Vama’
(Lefc) which originally featured
the'Questions and Answers' series.

Canon James on
religion & change

hiristian Actlon started asa
Cmovament th]l‘? years ago in
Britain, spearheaded by leaders
such as Sir Stafferd Cripps-who
formulated a plan which was at
that time unsuccessful to grant
India independence-and persons of
the calibre of Bertrand Russell
and Cannon John Collins. Christian
Action is not entirely church-cen-
tred, but takes stances whereby
it is able to influence church poli-
cies on concerns such as disarme-
mant and anti-nuclear chruses,

(Conlinued on Page ig)



International trends (2)

Kissinger and
by Mervyn de Silva

ll:ilf;.r analytical, and awe-inspiring
in his gift for articulation Kissinger
was the ablest western spokesman
of the 70's. The conventional
critique of U5 foreign polley sees
it as too ‘Issueoriented” and
geared far too much to ‘erisis-
management’.

Kissinger had a sense of strategy.
He could see the immediate in
relation te the future, and the
local conflict in terms of the
shifting 'balance of power'. Metter-
nichian 1n outlocok, he had a cold,

cultivated, if anachronistic, taste
for ‘order’. He was the 'system’
manager par excellence, trying

feverishly toarrange and re-arrange
the parts, adjusting this and
repairing that, In order to maintain
equilibrium. Essentially this meant
an attempt to preserve the status
quo as best as possible while
recognising that the basic move-
ment in global politics represented
a slow but steady dimunition of
US dominance over the warld
system. In short, he was the
masterly exponent of rearguard
action and strategic retreat.

In terms of pure military power
{an oversimplification, of course)
the US had been dislodged by
the 50's from its fposition of
atomic menopoly and had been
compelled to accept later a loss
of strategic superiority for "essen-
tial equivalence’ or ‘rough equiva-
lence,. Finally, SALT legitimized
strategic parity.

Hence Kissinger's eager recogni-
tien of and ardent support for
‘multipolarity’ in place of
‘bipolarity’; hence his opening to

China and the so-called China
card; hence his patient plan to
get the USSR and the soclalist

blec enmeshed in a new network
of econemic relationships (trade,
technology,  capital, leng-term
contracts) with the West, that
would complement the agreements
in the field of strategic arms,
space etc. The objective was to
entrap the USSR inextricably in
the system by allowing for a wider
Soviet role and a larger stake In

US power

that system. In the Kissingerian
construct, the effact of such a
Soviet particlpatory role would

be ‘stabillsing’.

By fostering what Kissinger read
as the cautious conservatism of
the Brezhnev years, the US would
be discouraging a more assertive
post-Brezhnev  leadership from
using the strength gained from
this quiet consclidation and steady
advance of Soviet power to prepare
for and eventually go on the
‘strategic offensive’ in the 1980's
— a decade where the Woest,
already bedevilled by the manifold
problems created by the generalised
crisls of the world econamy, would

be forced into a confrontation
with the Third World.
Third World

With the growth of political

consciousness (often painfully sluggi-
sh process but sometimes ‘a moment
of sudden illumination'), Third
Warld peoples may see that the
wretchedness of their conditlon,
the maln cause of social wunrest
and the motivating force of
political change, is the product
of an exploitative system, both
internal and externally imposed,
In the eyes of the Iranian peaple,
the actors and spectators of the
seemingly confused lranian drama,
at least one identification s
complete: anti-Shahneans anti-US5,
Danlel Orctega, the Sandinista
leader could say 'when we ousted
Somoza, we were kicking out the
last US marine'’,

So, the npature of Third Warld

struggles in the 70's hammerad
home a fundamental truth — the
integral linkage between true

national independence and social
transfarmation, what Les Duan In
a celebrated essay named the ‘twin
banners” of liberation and socialism.

As the likelihood of external
involvements In the raging Angolan
conflict gres stronger, Kissinger
warned the West of the consequen-
ces to NATO and western economic
interest if the war led to

conflagration which would enguii
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Southern Africa. In a speech in
Lusaka, he stressed the importanca
of not permitting ‘‘radicals” to

gain the upper hand and the
imperative need to help the
‘moderates’. By moderates he
meant not merely ‘moderate’

governments but ‘moderate’ African
leaders within npationalist move-
ments.  Kissinger's  professorial
colleague the more overbearing
and less subtle Patrick Moynihan,
for a short while America’s UN
ambassador, openly recommended
that the West should break up
the “emerging bloc” of Third
World natlons.

A graphic demonstration of the
results achieved by this tactic of
division and disruption (oil produ-
cing and non-oil producing for
example), of co—opting and reward-
ing ‘'moderates’, while isolating
and pressurising ‘radicals’ was seen
last year at two important

_conventions — at  UNCTAD V in
Manila (the economic platform of
the poor) and at the éth Summit
in Havana, the main political forum
of more or less the same group.

Cuba

Cuba, a small mnatien which
had been a member of the NAM
from its Inception, was selected
for what was probably one of
the most fiercely sustained
propaganda onslaughts by the
western media In recent times,

One explanation was®
‘high profile' in  world affairs
after its invelvement In  Africa.
Stockwell's month-by-month Insi-

Cuba's

der's account makes it patently
clear that the first Cuban
contingent arrived long, long

after MATO and South Africa had
been deeply invelved in the
combined attempt to crush the
MPLA, the most radical of the
liberatlon movements. A more
plausible reason was Cuba's pro-
Soviet stance.

The real reason, cne suspects,
lay elsewhere. When the US
was only a continental power
and its “Manifest Destiny” dlid
not project a global visien, John
Quincy Adams, Monroe's Secretary
of State, had written that ‘ap
annexation of Cuba will be
indispensable to the continuance
and integrity of the Unjon itself.,”
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The Cuban revolutiosn did not
mean the downfall of a despor.
Sgt. Batista, and the establishment
of a new government. It broke
America’s economle stranglehold;
it was an irreversible departure
from the system.

The Cuban revolutlon did not
stop with the assertion of Cuba’s
true independence but Inaugurated
the radical transformation of its
soclety. Inspite of trade embargos,
naval blockades, diplomatic Isola-
tion, invasion, subversion and
assassination attempts almed at
its leaders, and Its own enormous
difficulties — problems which have
not been wholly solved still — Cuba
blazed a trall in re-structuring
society. It was a new model of
development in the region, a
natlonal sconomy not linked to
the US-dominated global system
and in no way dependent on It.
On America's doorstep, its defiance
in doing so seemed as boundless
as those of the Vietnamesz In a
different kind of confrontation,
It could be a dangerous precedent
to the rast of Latin America
and an infectious example to other
poor nations. This was Cuba's
real crime. This was why It
earned the visceral hatred of
the US Establishment.

Radicalisation

The altered shape of the world,
the new carrelation of forees,
the changed character of |iberation
struggle and the Irresistible logle
of Its radlealizing effects remain
the main lessons to be drawn
from the complex experience of
the '70's.

In different ways, the recent
settlement in Rhedesia and the
near—-coilapse of the Camp David
accords  underline  thls  point,
Kissinger was gone but the Anglo-
American effert to find a diplomatic
answer to the Rhodesian conflice
looked like =a respense to his
ominous warnings. Colour (black
vs White) would only enhance
the explosive potential of the
Issue and threaten strategic South
Africa itself. lanSmith pre-empted

the Owen-Young move with an
‘internal  settlement’  Involving
Muzorewa, Sithole etc. It was a

more sophisticated exercise in the
{Continwed on Page &)
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INDIA AFTER GANDHI |

by Gail Omvedt

ndira Gandhl, the architect of

India’s Emergency regime and
the most feared opponent for most
sections of Its organized Left, com-
pleted her astounding political
comeback winning over two-thirds
of the seats in parllamentary ele_
ctions held on January 3 and 6

The size of the victory wasa
shock to most political commenta-
tors here who had been predice-
ing a period of political fragmen-
tation, wunstable and minority
or coalition governments on the
basis of recent splits and flux among
all the the bourgeois parties and
clear evidence of disillusionment
and disgust with all politicians on
the part of the masses. All such
predictions were confounded by
the massivenes of Congress (1) vic-
tory,

In the midst of the victory
rallies that were staged following
the election the reaction of bour-
geoisie was quleter but clear: there
was an upsurge In the stock mar-
ket and a sudden drop of ane—fourth
in gold prices within two days—in-
dicating greater confidence on
the the part of property-holders
In the economy. And leading in-
dustrialsts claimed that Mrs, Gan-
dhi’s two-thirds majority “‘will halp
her to follow a bold and agressive
policy which will put an end to
lawlessness” In  Industrial areas,
where, they claimed “labourers are
controlling us rather than we
controiling them.”

Once again the Indian electorate
has upset all the predictions of
Intellectuals and experts. But what
exactly has happened, and what
lies ahead?

Character of the Election
Some features of election resules:

* Mrs. Ganbhi's victery was nation
wide (and in that sense proved
the national character of India with
the exceptlon of genuine border
regions In the norcheast tribal areas
and Kashmir) The Congress (1) wan
in all states except the “red for-
tresess” of West Bengal, nearby
Tripura, and Kerala. The Akall

Dal, a religlously-based regional
party in the Punjab was decimated,
In Tamilnadu, the other state with
a strang reglonal-separatist trad-
ition in the Dravidian movement,
the section of it which allied with
the Congress () won an overwhel-
ming victory. North-south differ-
ences which had been so marked
in the 1977 elections disappeared
and forecasts of regional fragmen-
tation of India were belied,

* The Congress (I) won about 50%/,
of total votes and outside of a fow
nothern state. Constituencies it won
an absolute majority of the Vote—[e
even if the oppeosition had united
against it it would have been of
ne use.

* While Mrs, Gandhi had solid back-
ing from industrialists, some sece-
ions of the middle class and a good
proportion of rich farmers (e. g. at
least half of the powerful sugar
lobby In the state of Maharashtra
was with her) she managed to
win overwhelming popular support
from the rural and urban poor,
The rural poor voted largely for
the Congress (1) while urban work-
ers gave thelr votes either to
Indira Congress or to the Com-

munlsts  and other unlon ecandl-
dates.
* The bourgesls opposition was

shattered. The Janatha Party had
earller split into the Janatha led
by lJaglivan Ram and the Lok Dal
led by Charan Singh and the Con-
gress (U) which consisted of all
those from the old Mational Con-
gress Party who could not stemach
Mrs. Gandhi's autheritarianism had
seemingly been making a come-
back. But the Congress (U) won
only 13 seats in the entire country
and was wiped out in the state
of its titular head Devraj Urs
while the Janata, which everyone
had been expecting to at least
come in a solid second, got only
31. The Lok Dal emerged as the
second biggest party with 4] seats
on the basis of mainly rich and
middle caste peasant votes in some
nothern states. But no single party
had enough to make it even an

Special to :!f:e
Lanka Guardian

officially recognized ‘‘opposition"
{which requires 50 seats ouc of 525.

* The two communist parties to-
gether won more than any single
bourgeois party but their strength
was regionallzed. In Kerala and
Bengal where they stood as an
independent left front against both
Janata and Congress (l) and could
project themselves as a political
farce truly capable of governing if
they won solidly, But their incapa-
bility. of leading such a political
aleernative natlonwide left the field
open to Mrs. Gandhi.

* The percentage of the electorate
whe voted dropped significantly
from its all-time high of 612 In
1977 to 579%. In other words the
“Indira wave" covered another
groundswell  of  disilussionment
and cynicism among the voters,

* The election clearly marked the
dominance of class and idealogical
politics In India. The characteri-
zatlon of Indian politics in terms
of caste-based “vote banks” or
open corruption and buying of
votes or some kind of "semi-feudal’
or “patrimonial”’ domination of
voters by rural bosses is clearly
inadequate now. This fact must
be stressed. It is true there was
no direct intimidation; there were
cases of beating and even murder
of low caste voters and even some
spectacular “booth capturing” (a
custom particularly In the turbu-
lent state of Bihar where hired
gangsters simply capture a polling
station with pguns and heme made
bombs and mark all the ballots
themselves ). But — aside from tha
fact that this went as much against
Mrs. Gandhi as for her-it was of
relatively minor significance In the
vast sea of the Indlan political
system open buying of voters was
also of minute significance in
contrast to massive, bourgeols—
type spending on posters, jeeps,
campaigning.  So  called “yote
backs" or the need to have can-
didates of the same caste or
religion as the main group in a
constituency was of lictle more
importance than it is in cthe
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U. S.—the biggest symbol of
this fact was that even though
the Janata Party candidate for
Prime Minister, Jagjivan Ram s
an  ex-untouchable, this had,
against all predications, absolutely
no impact on the low caste
voting. People voted ctheir inte-
rests as they saw them, within
the framework of bourgeois
democracy, and though low caste
rural poor voters ever?rwhera
talked of the ‘“pressure"” and
“oppression” that was a normal
everyday feature of their exis-
tence, they somehow saw Mrs.
Gandhi as an escape from this;
they did not vote for her as a
result of it.

Reasons for the Congress
(1) Victory

How then, did Mrs. Gandhi
win such an impressive majority?
Was it because she represents a
“progressive’” force because she
was a “peoples’ candidate” riding
on the crest of some kind of
popular upsurgel

First of all the elections took
place on a background of wor-
sening economic crisls marked by
drought, power cuts, transpart
breakdowns, rapidly rising prices,
much publizied “atrocities against
Harijans" ({ex-Untouchables), re-
liglous riots and ordinary lawless-
ness, The Janata Party had been
discredited for its inability to do
anything except intermittently re-
press popular movements for two
years, The Charan Singh-led Lok Dal
and Congress (U) so called “third
force", for all its talk of fighting
authoritarfanism and communalism,
proved incapable of even uniting
to form a common front with
a clear program to fight the
electlons, let alone govern the
country. The two big communist
parties, the CPl and CPIl (M), had
come together for the first time
since 1962 in a kind of common
front to the people — but this
was still new, weak marked by
no commen pregram and tied to
the floundering and discredited
Lok Dal/Congress (U} alliance.

In other words, there was ne
clear national pelitieal alternative
befare the people. On this basis,
Indira Gandhi came forward, bold
and unrepentant about the Emer-
gency; insisting that she had
never had any ether alm than

g

fighting poverty and If a few
excesses had happened In  the
process that was minor; awaken-

Ing peoples’ nostalgia about a
few simple gains they had seen
and the prospect of exercising

control not over themselves but
over those who they felt were
holding them down; and above
all  projecting  herself in a
ultimately decislve way as a leader
the only one capable of bringing

a stable government to crisis-
ridden India.

There were three main com-
ponents of the popular mood

which produced her victory: a
disgust with “all these politicians,
those  self-Interested  leaders”
{in which Indira and her suppor-
ters were also  included); the
feeling that nevertheless Indira
was perhaps a liccle different;
and the feeling that after all che
country needed a government
and the people needed a ruler.

In that rural areas ar least
those where there was a lack of
strongly organized rural unions
people sald often, more simply
“WWhat is all this talk about die-
tatorship? Wea never experienced
it during the Emergency!™ And
they would point to a few visible
gains, for instance the "20 point
houses” that had been bullt in
many areas, Of these they had
many complaints, but they ignored
the local politicians whe tried
to take credit for them and said,
“She provided these — but these

ministers and leaders who come
in  betweean cause all the
trouble.”

Yet the rural mood itself was

as ambivalent as the urban one.
Mumercus of the low caste rural
poar gave an overwhelming positive
response to calls to boycott elec-
tions, citing examples from cthelr
own experience of the worthless-
ness of politicians, but then argued
in the next breath that somehow
it was “undemocratic’ not to vote
and that semeone must be thera
te run the country. In many
other cases people spoke strongly
for Indira and then went into
tirades on the same theme of the
need to organize and struggle
themselves If they expected any-
thing. A typical response was that
of a poar peasant woman after
the elections who saild “Oh our

mother has come, mother iz in
power!” Are people happy, then?
we asked. Yes yes, she Insisted
but then went on, “But it doesn't
make any difference anyway, all
these leaders ust act for their own
interest, they come and go but
our life doesn’'t change.”

It is clear that a great deal of
money was spent on the elections
in an intense, systematic and
ulicimately successful campaign to
convince voters that their hopes
lay In Indira Gandhi; it is clear
that the degree of strength that
the government has now accumula-
ted will be used by the ruling
classes to repress the organized
movements of the masses — because
that Is the eonly way they can
survive in Indla’s crisis-ridden
society. It iz clear also that some
kind of systematic campaign will
be mounted against the Communist
strongholds of Kerala and West
Bengal, and that a new effort will
be made against the continuing
insurgencies among tribal national
minoritles in the northeast. But
the warking class, which praduced
an unprecedented strike wave In
the last two years has pained
increased experience and detaermina-
tien in fighting various forms of
repression; the different sections of
the middle classes (particularly the
minorities and low casterg are
mare volatile and frustrated than
ever and will not be easily control-
led; and struggles are widening not
diminishing in the rural areas. The
way ahead will not be simple —
neither for the ruling classes nor
for the Left.

Kissinger . . .

(Continued from Page 6)
South African policy of ‘Bantusta-
nisation’. In essence, it was as

the UN rightly called it ‘fake
independence’ with the collabora-

tion of pliant native leaders. The
guerrilla war went on because
the Patriotic Front had been

excluded from this neat arrangement
where token power was given to
the black while real authorizy
remained with the whites. The
new deal reached in London
includes the Frontc. Will the
transition be smooth? will the
‘solution’ stick?
MEXT : Palestine question



End of long boom (2)

Dream of a new economic order

by Upali Cooray

he World Bank report on
waorld-wide economic develop-

ment published in August 1978
states that “Some BO0 millien
souls still live in a state of abso-

lute poverty. These masses of
marginally employed are deprived
of food, shelter, education and
decent medical care.”

During the last decade, there
has been some economic growth
and  industrialisation in those
countries which are often referred
to as the “Third Weorld”, There
has been some shift from agricul-
tural production to that of manu-
factured goods. MNevertheless a
very great majority of these
countries still specialize malnly In
supplying raw materlals to caplta-
list eountries.

A large number of these coun-

ingly dependent on exports of
fugcz;. ﬁacordlng to a study
commissioned by the U.S.authori-
ties (quoted in the ECONOMIST
September 16, 1978). The Third
World countries would have to
impoert 120 million tons of food
from the imperialist countries by
the end of the [9B0's.

During the 70's World Bank and
other similar organisations put
forward varlous projects to deve-
lop agriculture and 'assist the
peasant™. In reality these projects
corresponded to the profit needs
of the imperialist agribusiness
companies, They have stepped up
their penetration of the semi-
colonial warld., They seek to
bulld agricultural enclaves oriented
towards export of agricultural
goods for world  market and
import of machinery, fertilizer

tries are now becoming increas- and “‘know-how™ from the impe-
TABLE IV
EXPORTS FROM “THIRD WORLD®
EXCLUDING OPEC MEMBERS
Raw Materials Manufactured Goods
1974 631.5 35.5
1975 65.0 34.7
1576 60.5 6.7
1577 6l.6 38.1

TABLE ¥

THIRD WORLD EXPORTS AS A
PERC]_T.ET_‘;}GE OF TOTAL EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

TOTAL
1973 11.8%
1574 1.3
1975 12.0
1576 12.0
1977 12,2

Madulactured Goods
T.5
2.0
7.1
2.1
B4

rialist world, Multl-nationals are
now seeking to contrel ‘Third
World's agricultural development.

The bulk of agricultural loans
provided by the World Bank
and other credit Institutions to
these Third World countries end
up in the coffers of the agribu-
slness companies. *Given pene-

tration of the Third World by
foreign capital and technology
any lean made by the World

Bank is assured of belng placed
In a sector where foreign concerns
control investments and produc-
tion". (Ernest Feeder "Capita-
lism's last-dicch effort to save
undeveloped agricultures” Jlournal
of contemporary Asla Vol 7 MNo. |
1977.)

The outcome of this type of
agriculeural development and inve-
stment Is the concentratlon of
wealth and Incomes in the hands
of foreign and local blg business
and the pauperization of peasant
masses,

The efforts of
countries

Third World
to ensure guaranteed
prices for their raw materials
and halt the deterioratlon of
the terms of trade has fallen flac.
The slowing of Industrial growth
in industrial countries has caused
demand for primary goods to
slack off and prices to drop.
At the same time advanced coun-
tries have began to restrict im-
port of manufactured goods from
the 'Third World" by Imposition
of quotas, administrative negotla-
tions and fiscal measures.

The fall in demand for primary
goods and raw materials, the
deterioration of the terms of
trade—and the consequent effect
on balance of payments, the
masslve loans obtained by native
ruling classes to ensure “ecanomic
development” and the activities
of Multl-nationals have all contri-
buted to the increase of forelgn
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indebtedness by the underdeve-
loped countries. Imperialise Banks
have begun to participate directly
in Third World investments.
Thus the debt structure had cha-
nged and today a majority of
loans are either granted or
baoked by big imperialist banks.
In 1976 405 of debt of the
entire Third World was financed
by private loans. The tightening
of credit in the United States,
U.K. and other Imperialist coun-
tries would not only increase
debt-servicing charges of Third
World countries but alse restrict
their ability to obtain further
loans. Secondly, the rise in price
of oil will create greater difficul-
ties and make it very difficult for
them to pay for their essential
impores.  Thirdly  protectionist
measures by imperialist countries
would have severe repercussions
for economic growth and indus-
trial development In the Third
World.

Therefore, the slacking demand
for primary products and conse-
quent decline in prices, the gloomy

outlook for third world exports,
and the Internaticnal monetary
and  financial crisls, —all these
developments Indicate that the
third world countries will not
be able to sustaln the relative

economic growth these countries
achived In the last decade.

Conclusion '

The 70's has been a turning
point in history for the world
capitalist economy. Sluggish

growth and excess capacity has
increased inter—Imperialist compe-
tition and protectionist measures,
Imperialist bourgeoisie Is seeking

to resolve their crisis (3) by
attempting to raise the rate of
profit at the expense of the

TABLE

working ciass — i.e. by reducing
wages and soclal security benefits;
by “'disciplining” the workers to
accept the lower standard of
living and higher rate of exploi-
tatlon and ({b) by seeking to
step up the penetration of markets
in the Third World and the
Workers' state Russia, China and
etc. As a consequence of this
policy the ruling classes are
coming into more and explosive
conflicts with the working class
and their allies the world over.

Decisive battles have not yet
been fought. Today there is no
single Imperialist power capable
of acting as the worlds' gendarme.
On the other hand the big batta-
lions of the working class have
not yet been defeated in any
decisive  battles.  Further the
events [n Iran show that the
majority of the U, S. working class
have no Interest in getting invol-
ved In the affalrs of the Ameri-
can ruling class. The working
class must prepare for a protracted
period of major class battles In
the coming decade.

The crisls of the interpaticnal
capitalist economy has provoked
a global social crisis inveolving
every aspect of human life. The
80's will declde the manner in
which this crisls will be resolved.
Therefore the question that  would
come to the fore again and
again in the coming decade will
be what 1s the destiny of man-
kind — Socialism or Barbarism.

¥I

FOREIGN DEBT OF UNDERDEYELOPED COUNTRIES

{Mon - OPEC)

1970
1975
1976
1977

In billions of dollars,

74.23
151.40
206.80
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NATIONALITY |

History,
political

he problems of nationality

continue to make a strong
impact en current politics, often
in erratic and ugly ways, dissi-
pate popular energies and bedevil
even such organised mass effores
like the Lanout movement. Do
the roots of the problem lie in
a false consciousness which appa-
rently find sanction in history,
ancient and colonial?

Every Sinhala child learns the
Dutugemunu story at his mother's
knee. There Is scarcely a Sinhal-
ese or Tamil who does not think
of himself as Aryan or Dravidian.
In the received wisdom of the
educated Sri Lankan is the settled
belief that discrimination against
the Sinhalese and privileges for
the Tamils were a natural exten-
sion of colonlal policy.

As reported exclusively in the
Lanka Guardian (Jan 15) the
Social Scientists Association spen-
sored a two-day seminar where
ten of Sri Lanka's leading scho-
lars in spheres of study directly
relevant to these and connected
issues, presented papers. About
50 social scientists participated In
a discussion, particularly notewor-
thy for its absence of the emo-
tionalism and narrow partisanship
which inevitably accompany such
exchanges.

As the report published in the
last  issue stated “‘there was
general agreement that the pre-
sent chauvinism among the Sinha-
lese and Tamils could NOT derive
from our historical background :
2 correct understanding of our
history would deny any legitimacy
to claims of superiority or chrono-
loglcal priority of any particular
BrOUP...ovuus’

On account of the crucial re-
levance of the autheritative opin-
lons presented at this symposium
to present-day social conflicts,
several of these papers, sometimes
in edited form, appear in: this
issue.  More will appear in
subsequent Issues,

myth and
conflict

Discussing the peopling of 5ri
Lanka. Dr. Senaka Bandaranayake
showed how the island had been
peopled by wvarious groups of
migrants at wvarjous times and the
resulting amalgam had coalesced
into a homogeneous society and
that this process had been asso-
ciated with the growth of a
centralised state. Challenging the
Vijayan and Aryan myths., he
pointed out that priority in chro-
nelogical time could not be con-
strued as conferring any claims
to priority by any particular group,

Professor Leslle Gunawardena
traced the growth of a ‘Sinhala’
consciousness. He showed that
during the early stages, the word
‘Sinhala’ had been applied only
to the king and the king group:
this identity had even been with-
held from all the other retainers
and followers. Later the scope of
those embraced in the concept
‘Sinhala® had been  widened,
mainly In order to cement their
adherence and loyalty to the
royal family. The whole process
was assoclated with the growth
of feudal kingdoms and principal-
ties in 3ri Lanka. He also demon-
strated that the numerous wars
fought between rulers of princi-
palities and kingdoms in the island
between themselves or with che
kings and rulers of neighbouring

South Indian kingdoms could not
be regarded as arising fram
ethnlc or religlous conflicts. They

were struggles for power between
feudal kingdoms, such kingdoms
often embracing people of various
ethnic groups and religions, The
wars between Dutugemunu  and
Elara have necessarily to be seen
in this light: Dutugermunu had to
overcome 31 other kings befare
he found himself sufficiently strong
to challenge Elara, whose armies
contained many Sinhala people and
one of whose chief generals was
indeed a Sinhalese. This paper
also analysed the Aryan myth,
its origin and the way it was used
in various periods, upto the present,
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Dutthagamini—Elara episode : A reassessment

by W. I. Siriweera

Most chroniclers and historfans
project the views of their
own age and the perception of their
own situation in reading and asse-
ssing past events. The treatment
of the Dutthagamini - Elara eplso-
de by different writers at differ-
ent times is a clear example of
this tendency: A reassessment of
the writings on this subject is a
pressing need because they have
had a tremendous psychological
Impact on both Sinhalz and  Tamil
cemmunltles.

The Dipavamsa, our earliest
extant record of historical tradition
ateributed to the middle of the
fourth century A.D. contains only
a brief reference to Dutthagami
Abhaya and Elara, It is Interesting
to note here that Sena and Guttika,
the earllest invaders from South
Indla are referred to as Damllas
in this account but Elara Iz not
identified as such. It merely sta-
tes that the prince named Elara,
having killed Asela, ruled righte-
ously for forty—four years. In Its
recording of events the Dipavamsa
further states that the prince nam-
ed Abhaya, the son of Kakavana,
surrounded by ten warriors, over-
came and killed thirty-two kings
and thereafter ruled for twenty
four years. At the time of the
writing of the Dipavamsa or
during the one or two centuries
prier to It, 5ri Lanka did not expe-
rience South Indian invasions and
the Sinhala and Tamil communities
living in the island seem to have
existed as best they could with-
out conflict. This is probably part
of the explanation for the brief
and dispassionate nature of the
narration of events regarding Elara

and Dutthagamini by the author
of the Depavamsa.
But the picture has changed

completly in the period prier to
the writing of the Mahavamsa.
It is believed that the Mahavamsa
was written in the early years of
the sixth century A.D., perhaps
in the time of Moggalana 1{491-508).
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A few decades before this period
the country witnessed the rule of
six Tamils: Pandu, Parinda, Khudda
Parinda, Tiritara, Dathiya and Pith-
Iya (428-455). The exact place of
origin of these Tamils Is uncert-
ain. The name Pandu of the firsc
of these rulers, has given rise to
the view that they came from the
Pandya country. The Sinhala sour-
ces; Pujavali and Rajavali; call
them Tamils from the Cola country,
The peried from about the mid-
dle of the sixth century In South
Indian history is usually referred
to as the Kalabhra interregnum
and according to Tamil tradition,
the Kalabharas kept the Colas and
the Pandlyas in subjectlon. Per-
haps the Incurslon, of Tamils to
Sri Lanka in the fifth century whi-
ch brought the Island under foreign
rule for a little over a quarter
of a century was not unconnected
with the disturbed conditions that
prevalled in South India at the
time. The Culavamsa expressly
states that Tamil rule did not ax-
tend to the Southern part of the
Island, namzly Rohana, where the
Sinhalese nobles had saught refuge.
But epigraphic evidence suggests
that the rule of at least some of
the Tamil kings extended beyond
the limits to which the chronicler
confines their realm,

Thus it seems that when tha
Mahavamsa was writtan the confl-
ict element In the relations bet-
ween the Sinhalese and the Tamils
had  crystallized. The political
threat pased by the Tamils would
have been fresh in the minds of
the Sinhalese, and this background-
would have had some influence
on bhikkhu Mzhanama, the Sin-
hala Buddhist author of the Maha-
vamsa. A reading of tha Maha-
vamsa account of the Duttaga-
mini-Elara epoch shows a tenden-
cy to regard the war between
Dutragaminl and Elara as a  Sin-
hala-Tamil conflict; however a clo-
ser examination of the account
tends to cast serlous doubt on

this view of the Mahavamsa
which has been adopted by s0
many contemporary historians,

The Mahavamsa clearly states
that Elara arrived here from Cola
country. There [s no cvidence as
to the composition of his garri-
sons and the strength of his army;
however, unless Elara had some
support in Srl Lanka, it may not
have been easy for him to eccu-
py the throne at Anuradhapura for
such a long period. As subsequent
history shows most of the foreig-
ners who succeeded In wresting
the throne and ruling the country
for any considerable length of time
have had some indigenous support
or had bsen backed by a foreign
power. Unfortunacely the chronicles
do not reveal much about this
aspect of Elara's rule and as
Wilhelm Gelger has correctly poin-
ted out “not what is said but
what is feft unsaid Is the beserts
ing difficulty of Sinhalese history™,

However, reading between the
lines In the Mahavamsa acecount,
one gees the impression that both
Elara and Duttagamini were partl-
cipants inafeudal power game and
net ina racial war. The Mahavamsa
states that, when Elara was going
to the Ceclya Mountain in a char-
jot to Invite the bhikkus, the
point of the yoke on his chariot
had struck a dagoba, thereby causing
injury to the monumsznt, On this
ocassion jt Is said that (Elara's
minlsters told him “Oh king! our
thupa has been injured by you."
This clearly indicates that the minis-
ters of Elara considered the thupa
to be theirs, which means that
at least the ministers who acom-
panied Elara in this misson were
Buddhists and alss mase likely,
Sinhalese. Wz also find that one
of the generals of Elara was Mitta
who was a Sinhalese. His sisters's
son was Mandimitta, one of Duct-
gamini’s ten commanders, to whom
superhuman  exploits have been
ascribed In the Mahavamsa.



Dutthagamini's march northwards
in his campalgn against Elara was
along the right bank of the Maha-
veliganga. In the process Duttha-
gamini had defeated Elara’s gene-
rals known as Chatta, Titthamba,
Mahakottha, Gavara, lssariya, Nal-
lka Dighabhaya, Kaplisisa, Kota,
Halavahanaka, Vahittha, Gamini,
Kumbha, MNandika, Khanu, Tamba,
Unna and Jambu, The Mahavam-
sa states that all these wers
Tamils but evidence for verifica-
tlon Is limited. Inthe above list
at least two names Gaminl and
Dighabhaya, sound like essentially
Sinhala-Buddhist names; while cthe
name of the ten paladins of Duttha-
gamlni, i.e Velu, sounds like a
Tamil name. However, a detailed
etymological study of the names
Is necessary before arriving at a
conclusion. In this connection it is
relevant and significant to men-
tion that at one stage in the
battle; the Sinhalese are szald to
have killed their compatriots be-
cause they had not been able to
identify their fos. Such a situation
could have occurred only if there
had been a substantial number of
Sinhalese in Elara's army,

Both the Dipavamsa and Maha-
vamsa refer to the killing of
thirty-two kings by the son of
Kakavanna Tissa. The two referen-
ces differ only in detail and the
latter states that these thirty two
kings were Tamils. On the basis
of this evidence it seems reason-
able to assume that there were
several semi-Independent chiefs
in the area north ef Rohana when
Elara was the foremost ruler in
Rajarata and Dutthagamini in Roha-
na; pehaps Dutthagaminl before
giving the final blow to Elara's
capital subjugated these semi-inde-
pendent chiefs in his attempt to
unify the island.

The achivements of Dutthagaminl
in the unification of the whole Island
under one banner and the esta-
blisment of Buddhism on a wvery
secure basis threugh tremendous
royal patronage had captured the
imaginatien of Buddhise monks
and the Sinhala pecple at the
time of the writing of the Maha-
vamsa, This has undoubtedly led
the author of the Mahavamsa to
writing his text almost as an eple
on Dutthagamini,

The Mahavamsa account state-
that  Dutthagamini’s  campaign
agasinst Elara assumed the character
of holy war, the sole objective of
a which was the perpetuation and
glorification of Buddhism, It furcher
states that a band of five hundred
bhikkhus frem Tissamaharama mon-
astery accompanied the army and
that Viharadevi accompanied her
son and shared the perils and
difficuleies of the compaign with
ordinary soldlers,

In the Mahavamsa one does
not find any evidence to suggest
that Buddhists were persecuted
under Elara. On the contrary the
chronicle itself states that Elara
was a pious and just king and that,
though himself a Hindu, he had
patronized Buddhism. Elara's in-
vitation to the bhikkhus of the
Cetiya mountain reffered to in the
Mahavamsa may have been for
an alms-giving, for some form of
rellgious function or to seek ad-
vice or to solicit support. Unfor-
tunately the purpose of this Invi-
tation is not given In the chro-
nicle. But Elara's love of justice,
even In the eyes of the chroni-
cler, was stronger than natural
affection for hisown son. It seems
that tha auchor of the Mahavamsa
has glorified his here Dutthagaminl
for the services he renderad to
advance the cause of Buddhism by
bullding monasteries and shrines
of great magnitude. Ironically, one
of the warriors of Dutthagmini
Abhaya Dathasena, subsequently en-
tered the Buddhist Order after
crossing over toe South India, the
homeland of the Tamils and found
peace In the monasteries there,

According to the Mahavamsa,
Ducthagamini having unified Sri Lan-
ka for the greater glory of Buddhi-
sm lamented that he had been com-
pelled to kill myriads of human
beings in arder to achive this great
purpose. This killing of human
beings was carried out not only
with the knowledge of the bhi-
kkhus, but to a great extentc with
their approval for there were
bhikkhus who™ marched with the
army. Here, the Mahavamsa au-
thor has fallen Inte a dilemma
and in his predicament he has
improvised a convenient solution.
It is said in the Mahavamsa that
when the arahats in Piyangudipa
knew the king's thoughts they

sent elght arahats to comfort the
king. And they coming in the
middle watch of the night, alighted
at the palace-gate. These arahats
are said to have assuaged the king's
feelings and categorically assercad
that all the killings of human be-
ings caused by Dutthagamini in
no way hinderd his path to hea-
ven. Their argumant was that, amoa-
ng the enemies of Dutchagamini
who lost their lives In his war
agalnst Elara, there was only one
person who had taken the Three
Refuges and one who observed
the Five Precepts in addition. The
rest were “unbelivers and men of
evil life... not more to be esteemead
than beases.” As professor Para-
navitana's analysis has shown, these
accounts in the chronicle and Pali
commentaries Indicaite ths close
alliance that was being forged
between the Buddhist sangha and
the Sinhala State, Howaver ic Is
equally obvious chat thinking men
including the choroniclers pondered
on the inevitable inconsistencies
of that alllance.

The attitude adopted towards
the Dutthagamini-Elara episode by
Mayurapada thera, the Sinhala auth-
or of the thirteenth century bask
Pujavali has been discussed by
Liyanagamage in an excellent essay
encticled “A Forgatcen Aspect of
Sinhala-Tamil Relations.”. Mayura-
pada thera, was a coatemaorary
of the Indian Invader Magha
(1215-1252).  Writing with the
bitter memory of Magha's misd=eds
fresh in his mind, the author has
ascribed similar characteristies to
earller invasions and spaak of them
too In an angry and embittered

tone. The good words said of
Elara in the older chronicles,
Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa,

are not only absent from Mayura-
pada's Pujavali but he is branded
as an unrighteous rular who dast-
royed monasteries and the Budd-
hist Order,

Wars fought between the two
kingdoms within the Island and
conspiracles and  manouverings
for political power among the
chiefs were not something new
in Srl Lankan history. The fact
that the ruler of Rajarata during
Dutthagamini's early phase happe-
ned to be a Tamil should not

(Continued on Page 17)
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Impact of

by Susil Siriwardene

l believe that the most open and
direct manifestation of policy and
action based on ethnic consldera-
tions to be found during the
British colonial era is located within
the area of British constitucional
policy. Hence | have decided to
focus atenttion on this limited
area, Within this limited area, it
Is necessary to trace the I[mpact
on first, the npational elite, and
then, on those wider elements
outside the elite. This is especially
Important | think, because of the
mast distinctive feature of our
national movement, which is that
the elite had only a friendly
contradiction with thelr colonial
rulers, while it must be assumed
that the masses had an antagonistic
relation with the Bricish,

Resistance and the First Phase
(1908-1920)

Theldeaof ‘communal electarates’
was a part and parcel of Bricish
constitutional policy from the time
of Colebrooke. In the first Legi-
slative. Council of 1833, cthe
Unofficials numbering six, consisted
of 3 Europeans, | Burgher, |, Sinha-
lese and | Tamil. YWhile constitu-
tional Issues were mildly canvassed
after the 186&0s, they began to be
articulated with some force again,
only In 1908. It is well to re-
member, that by this time not
ohly were the mercantilist roots
of the plantation economy well
entrenched and the ploneers of
the English~educated elite at Iarge
about town, but the gathering
momentum of the vernacular nation-
alist revivalist movement had also
clearly registered itself. In ocher
words, the sacial conditions them-
selves were propitious for an
attitude of resistance to communal
ideas. WWhat happened In 1908
then? Let us listen to Dr. G, C,
Mendis' account about fc:

The English-educated m|ddle class
demanded in 1908 che reform of the
Legislative Council and the establish-
ment of territorial electorates, In
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harmony with the administrative and
economlec  uniflcation which  had
already taken place. The British
Government then, deviating frem the
abjectives of tha Colebrooke Refarms
on the ground that society in Ceylon
was still divided by race, established
communal| electarates instead of try-
Ing to weld the people into a single
nation by the creation of cerritorial
electorates as requested. (Mendls,
p 115}

Dr. Mendis goas on te say why
the middle class asked for territorial
electorates.

The problems of gaverment were now
more egonomle and terricorial than
ragial, as the administration for some
tima had been conducted on 3
territorial basis, Hence they demand-
ed that territerial representation
should replace communal represen-
tation. (Mendis, p. 83)

In this Instance we noticed
clearly that while the natlonalists
were acting rationally and prograssi-
vely, the colonfalists were acting
In a way that tended o keep
the various communities divided,
Are we to understand this as a
simple error of judgement?

Though the riots of 1915 divided
up the Sinhala and Muslim peoples,
it had the salutary effect of unifying
the leaders of the elite. Arunach-
alam's impassioned condemnation
of the British brutality in putting
down the riots and his maoving
plea for the release of the Sinhalese
leaders who had been imprisoned,
two years later, earned him the
Presidency of the Ceylon Mational
Congress. Though we are on thin
ground would we be wrong in
understanding these events as
further possitive contributions tow-
ards strengthening and internalis-
ing resistance to communal thinking?

Surrender and the Second Phase
(1920-1947)

By 1920 the unity forged under
strain by the elite Is definitively
shattered thanks to the singular
designs of Governer Manning. In
that year he first drove a wedge
between the Kandyans and the Loy

Countrymen in the Congress and
made the former withdraw from
It on the promise of a separate
communal electorate for the Kandy-
ans. Then in 1921 he manipulated
the splic between Arunachalam
and the Congress. In August of
that year the Tamil elite formed
their own Tamil Mahajana Sabhaj
to articulate their demand as a
minority community. Here is Prof.
K. M. de Silva's appraisal of Mann -
ing’s constitutional handywork:

Manning regarded the Ceylon Matlo.
nal Congress as an intolerabla chall-
enge to the Bricish position in Cey.
lon, and set about the business of
fashioning itz discomfiture with a
ruthlessness that befitted ‘a mors
formidable adversary ., . Suffice |t 1o
say that he achleved ¢ (discomfiture)
through  a skilful and  deliberata
manipulation of the communal
differences and tensions in Ceylon's
plural seciety. Indeed his handling
of the problems of constitutional
reform in Ceylen would serve as an
illuminating textbook case study In
the application of a policy of divide
et jmpera, (Univ. vol. 3, p. 396)

Yhile Manning’s desire to
subvert 15 ratlonal from the colonial
standpoint, the surrender on the
part of the elite like Sir James
Pieris requires explanation. Wa
must emphasize that che unity that
was shattered in  this Instance,
proved to be very costly, in that
communal politics came to dominate
and spread like a cancer thereafter,
It is here that we have to question
the whole source of strength of
the elite. On questioning we find
that the mass base of the elite
was minlmal; it was introverted and
confined to a cllque of families and
landowing interests; it had no
cultural roots amongst the vernacular
national movement; its perception
of colonialism was that of a2 master
who will always act justly by his
charge; what was needed was not
political independence but a wider
participation of the elite,

Frem this point, the contradic-
tions that matured, were not bet-
ween the nationalists and the



colonialists, but rather among diffe-
rent national communities, The
fissiparous tendency proliferated
and the process of organising each
one's own community became the
first priority. Each community
turned more and mere onto icself,
and developed its new-found self-
consclousness with fervent zeal,
Unity among and between
communities, gave way to unity
within communities. This meant
that communalism  had passed
through a new stage of rationalisa-
tion. Communalism was consolj-
dated Inthe process. The visible
manifestations of this trend were
the Tamil Mahajana Sabha (1920),
Sinhala Maha Sabha (1937), the
Muslim League, and the Tamil
Congress (1944) Look how the com-
munity ldentity is proclaimed loud
and clear!

When It came to the Donoughmore
Commission in 1927, eommunalism

was  institutionalised, and the
minorities demanded communal
representation  most  fervently.
MNew it was the turn of the

colonialists to analyse its evil, The
Commissioners declared:

YWe have unhesitatingly come to the
conclusion that communal reprasenta-
tlon is asit were, 2 canker of the
body politic eating deeper and deeper
into the vital energies of the people,
breading self-Interest, suspicion and
animesity. polsoning the new growth
of politleal consciousness and
effectively preventing the develop-
ment of a natlonal “or corporate
splrit. {Dr. Mendis, p |17}

With the abandonment of com-
munal representation first in the
Donoughmore Constitution and |a-
ter in the Soulbury Constitution,
the wheel has gone full circle.

However, we must return to
the question of the impact of these
policies on the masses. What
about the radicals among the eljte
like A.E. Goonesinghe, whose
Young Lanka League cried out for
Swaraj in the [920s2 What about
the vernacular nationalists, whose
interests would have been different
from these of the elite? Finally
what about the working classes
and the broad masses? |n other
words we have to settle the ques-
tion of the Impact of colonial
policles on other strata of our
nationalist movement,

Under development of Ideology

Radicals of the twenties like
A. E. Goonesinghe came to a sorry
pass a decade later, when they
had to seek refuge In communalism
out of all slogans to stake cheir
last political claims befare leaving
the stage for ever. What better
frony than this of the shallowness
of our natlonalism. What blindspots
it is capable of having concealed
behind its radical facade! What
It means [s an imperfect unders-
tanding of the history of our plural
society and the far-reaching impli-
cations of this plurality under
anti-colonial, natien-making condi-
tions, It means that our thinkers
at this time had not grasped the
essential nature of colonialism and
the question of political power (poll.
tical independence), These two
issues are vitally interlinked, because
the classic opportunity and experi-
ence of national unity is in the
united struggle of all nationalities
and ethnic groups against the
colonial enemy. Itis this struggle
that determines the quality of
nationalism, its depth and breadeh.
It is here that the various strata
of our national movement are
guilty of evasions and compromises.
WhJI’;.- it can be considered a
failure of political vision, more
generally It can be considered a
failure 'in the development of
[declagy.

What about the next strata, the
vernacular nationalists? Perhaps it
is correct to say that the vernacular
natfonalist movemsnt, for all jcs
militancy and nationalism, possessed
as often such movements do, certain

reactionary tendencies, Qne of
these was a communal content.
Our pationalist movement  alsa

sought legitimacy and inspiration
in the past In the process, it
would have naturally revived certain
nationalist myths like Sri Lanka
being the land of the Sinhala
Buddhists. Unless such a vision
into the past was balanced by a
sufficlent awareness of modern
democratic chinking, It Is very
likely that its acquired nationalism
would have a content of ethnic
prejudice and obscurantism, Sinhala
Intellectuals like Cumaratinga Muni-
dasa and Hemapala Munidasa would
be good examples of exemplary
nationalists, who nevertheles mani-

fest attitudes of unconscoys com-
munalism. Their encounter with
national culture did not result |n an
encounter with a2 modern humanism
and a political consciousness, which
would have seen them through
the ethnlc barrier thact has bean
erected In our midst. Thys we
may answer our opening question
by saying cthat many of the
vernacular nationalists would have
joined an organisation like the
Sinhala Maha Saba, while g minorl-
ty would have espoused the [eft
movement,

Finally there Is the left move-
ment to account for. Whila tha
left movement had a carrect
perspective on both the Mational
Question as well as that of natjonal
independence, and while it did a
lot of Individual and group work
on the basis of communal unity,
the whole post 1964 history of
the left forces us to rajse question
about the adequacy and densicy
of the parceptions worked ourt In
the thirties and the forties, While
the left comes out jn 3 very
favourable light in competicion with
all the other forces giving leader-
ship to the masses during the
colonlal perled, a more internal
assesment, based on the tasks in
hand seen retrospectively, shows
up a certaln thinness of effort,
This is necessarily linked to the
whole omission on the left of the
cultural  question, which proved
disastrous later on, in the kind
of gullts and distortions it produced
during the ‘second wave' of Sinhala
nationalism as It has been called.
The serious limitation of the under-
development of theory and re-
search by the lefe movement during
the first twe or three decad es,
calls upon us to be eritical of the
superficial characcer of the percep-
tlon of these issues ac the srart
of the movement,

Our under development ofideolo-
gz fn general and in an issue like
the unity of the different nation-
alities in the anti-colonial struggle
In particular, s braught into rejjef
the moment we compare the experi-
ence of our other neighbours in
struggle. On the one hand, there
are the teachings of the Marxise
teachers who have confronted these
problems clearly. Then there are

(Continued on Pape )
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Tamils : Social composition

K. Sivathamby

ver since each of the two

major communities of this
island began fighting agalnst the
deculturising effect of the socio-
educational policles pursued by
the British, by falling back on
their feudalistle, religio-cultural
roots, the characteristic feature
of politicization has been the
palarisation of the Sinhala-Buddhist
and Hindu-Tamil groups. The
mode of Sri Lanka's apprenticeship
to parliamentary demecracy (repre-
sentation on the basis of ethnic
and social groups) helped to
consolidate this division. At the
start there was a sharpening of
the ethnic differences at the
level of the emerging bourgeoisie,
which they later, with the extenslon
of the franchise, transmitted to
the masses, at which level it
became ‘race riots'. The history
of the constitutional reforms of
this country, viewed in this light
could also be seen as the history
of the attempts made to determine
the political status of the Tamils
within a unitary 5ri Lankan State.
The interaction of the socio-econo-
mlc motlvatlons, the political
demands and the ensuing constitu-
tional adjustments has led to the
emergence of language and religion
(mora language than religion) as
the main planks In the process
of decolonization,

Mast of the academic attempts
made to grapple with and elucidate
this problem, have considered it
sufficient to describe the events
and delineate the trends. Thus
the more deep-seated problems
of Inter-nationality relations were
explained away as the “language
issue”™ or more simplistically the
“communal problem™. It is true
that this was a communal problem
in that It arcse because these
“ethnie groups have developed an
awareness of a common identity
and have atrempted to define the
boundaries of the group(s). But
it was something more tos, for

&

each of these groups had also
mobilized themselves for political
actlon and were becoming politically
significant. It is at a stage like
this that 2 community transforms
itself into a natlonality, A better
conceptual tool is therefore nece-
ssary to understand this process
and the concept of nationality
Is more suitable. But the unconsci-
cus impact of the YWestern concept
of the nation-state did not permit

the politicians and the analysts
to view the problem in that
light. The preoccupation with

the nation of “the language issue”
also hid from thelr view the
‘Intra-cammunal’ differences found
especially among the Tamils, Except
for a few (Arasaratnam, Wilson
and Jupp). others falled to high-
light the significance of this
situation found among the Tamlls
and indicate how It had influenced
the formulation of the strategies
adopted and solutlons suggested
by both the protagonists and
the antagonists,

Even though there has been a
general acceptance of the face
that the Tamlls of 5ri Lanka have
genuine grievances regarding thelr
rights as full fledged ‘nationals’
of Sri Lanka, there has been no
unanimlty of policleal opinion or
actlon among the Tamils at any
glven moment or aver a glven
situvation. The closest ever the
Tamils in this island came to
closing their ranks was when the
Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) was formed In [972
with the coming together of the

Federal Party (FP), the Tamil
Congress (TC) and the Ceylon
Woarkers' Congress (CWC) led
by S. Thendaman, aleng with
the Tamil M. P. in the United
Mational Party (UNF), K. W,
Devanayagam. But with the

formation of the UNMP Government
in 1977 and with the inclusion
of Devanayagam in the Cablnet and
later with the absorption of

Thendaman inte the Cabinet (the
political basis of this alignment
has never been made clear), the
TULF ceased to be a “front” in
the original meaning of the term;
it is now a combination of two
parties—the F. P. and the T. C,
the latter split inte two over
the choice of candidates in the
electlons of 1977 with a dissenting
group under the leadership of
Kumar Ponnambalam, son of its
founder President G. G. Ponnam-
balam,

However it Is at this time of
dissensions and defections that
the TULF has emerged as the
volee of the oppressed Tamils.
It Is important to note that It
Is the national situation that has
helped it to emerge as the main
opposition group In the parliamen-
tary polities of this country. It
is also of Interest to note that
the unilateral accommodations
made by the ruling parties on
the status of Tamil language (both
the SLFP and the UNP? have not
been accepted as agreeable solutions
because the TULF had not accepted
them.

There is also anather dimension
to thls problem which exhibits
the internal contradictions within
the Tamil ‘community’. The defec-
tion of C. Rajadurai, the First
M. P. for Batticaloa from the
ranks of the TULF and the defense
be made for his cross over to
the UNP that, among other things,
his action would help the Tamils
of the Eastern province to develop
themselves is an Indication that
labelling the Tamll Issue as Just

a language issue or communal
problem would not be enough.
The lukewarm attitude of the

Tamils of the districts of Batticaloa,
Trincomales, Mannar and Vavuniya
to the issue of standardization
and the provision of district
quotas In University admissions-an
issue which has more than any
other factor led to the rise of



a2 militant youth movement in
Jaffna-is alsc very revealing. If,
zlong with these, we take the
utterances of 5. Thondaman that
he has joined the government In
order to work for the alleviation
of the conditions of the neglected
ulp—CDl.ln'I:r}-' Tamils, it becomes
clear that the Tamil problem is
not just a language issue or a
communal problem. We need to
go beyond the limits of ethnicity
to understand this problem in
proper perspective.

It is significant that progressive
opinion in this country now realises
the need for a radical change in
the attitude towards this problem
and that the Tamlls of SriLanka
should be taken as either a
nationality or a natlon, having
the inalienable right of self determi-
nation. This would therefore be
an opportune time to analyse the
character of the social composition
of the Tamils of Sri Lanka.

“Tamil"

The word “Tamil” refers to
the language and its users. The
South Indian usage Includes the
Muslims too (quite often they are
referred to as Tamil Muslims).
But In Sri Lanka Muslims have a
separate identity. The F, P. there-
fore has been trying to popularise,
with very limited success, the
term  ‘Tamil-speaking peoples’
The religio-cultural traditions and
historical conditions of Srl Lanka
have given the Muslims a separate
political identity. Thus we are
left with only the ‘Tamils'.

It is a2 well-known Ffact of Sri
Lankan history and politics that
the Tamils In 5ri Lanka are divided
into  two primary groups-the
Indian Tamils and the 5rl Lankan
Tamils.

The term ‘Indian Tamils' refers
mzinly to those plantation labourers
brought from South India In the
I9th century and to their descen-
dants, the bulk of whom are yet
on the plantations; a  small
percentage of that group has
migrated to urban areas and have
become merchants or menthly-wage
e2rners. This term also includes
the South Indian merchants especia-
Wy the Chetties, who had established
mmemszlves in Colembo and other

provincial towns. There is a
Chetty population in Jaffna town;

this settlement Is not directly
connected with the above-men-
tioned migrations,

A closer look at the social
organjzation of the S5ri Lankan
Tamils reveals that, inspite of
ethnological  homogeneity they
would in terms of geography,

economic organization, social struc-
ture and |evel of development
fall into twe distinct groups-(a)
The Tamils of the E. Province
(mostly referred to as Batticaloa
Tamils and (b) the Tamils of the

North. Here again, the second
group has a further division—(l)
The Tamils of Vanni and of

Mannar district and (11} the Jaffna
Tamils.

An attempt will be made in
this paper to go into the socio-
economic foundations of each of
these groups of Tamils and to
indicate the relationships they
have with each other. It will
also be shown how inspite of
the group rivalries there is an
over riding urge for unity and
solidarity which brings them all
together as a nationalicy.

“Indian Tamil”

The “Indian Tamils"
the plantation areas are the
descendants of those Tamilian
workers who iImmigrated from
South India in the latter half of
the 19th century. “Thelr social
customs and practices, though
essentially of the Hindus, differ
from those of their co-religionists
in Jaffna, Batticaloa or Trincomales.

living in

The customs and ceremonies also
vary according to their caste or
village in Indla from where they
originally came some 150 years
ago. The system of recruitment
of labour at the Tamilnadu end,
the physical lsolation of the
group here In the plantations,
and the type of labour organization
both In regard to cheir work
and thelr trade-unions and abave
all their political Isolation from
the Sinhalese people among whom
they worked, have cumulatively
helped to preserve their separate
identity and to maintain the caste
continuities as it had operated
in the places of their origin.

The continuity of the caste
system is the result of the Interplay
of certain other factors which
may briefly be racapltulated here.
First, the relative Isolation of
estate |abourers from the wider
Sinhalese society has contribuced
to the caste system. Further the
host society has a caste system
of a kind which Is not inimical
to the continuity of caste system
among the immigrant labourers,
Second the two Important features
of the immigration pattern viz.,
the large scale family immigration
and the Kangany = system of
recruitment prevented labourers
from attaining anonymity. Third,
the productive organization of
tea plantation was not so disturbing
as to break the traditional images
of castes. Fourch, the formation
of labour gangs under Kanganies,
particularly under Sub-Kanganies
strengthened the caste and kinship
ties. Fifch, there were informal
sanctions such as social boycott
and ridiculing in public which
maintained caste norms. Finally
the festival and ritual occasions
provided an arena of caste activi-
ties.

MNext: Caste continuities

Impact of ...
(Cantinued from Page 15)

the teachings of bourgecis humanists.
Finally there are the examples of
people like lose Martl and Sukarno,
who percelved these Issues with
great clarity. See what Sukarno's
biographer has to say about the
development of his thinking in his
early years around 1916&:

His political instingt led him to
believe that he could bridgs these
dlvisions. His eclectic inclinations
ficted him for cho task and led him,
in his own elaboration of nat lonalism,
to draw on avariety of intellectua |
sources. He could apply a Marxist
analysis of Imperialism or make usa
of Muslim hostility to infidel domina.
tien, but In 30 doing he was
concerned to  develop the cencrall
idea of the nation as an encity which
could reconcile cenflicting elements
in Indonesian society and subordinte-
them to an  overarching  jdeal.
(Legge, p. 80)
NOTES (All quotations frem) — Dr,
G. C. Mendis: Ceylon Todoy and Yester.
day, Associated Mewspiper Ltd. 1963,
— Prof. K.M.de Silva {ed.): Univer-
sity of Ceylon History of Ceylan, Vol
LIF. 1973, — . D. Legge: Sukarno.
A Political Blography, Pellcan 1971,
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National
by Godfrey Gunatilleke

The dlalogue was conducted
ameng a number of rural com-
munities as well as selected urban
groups. The rural communities
were chosen from different loca-
tiens In the Island representing
different types of villages and
covered agro—climatic, occupational
soclo-economlic and ethnic varia-
tions. The selection was purposive
and not by any means fully re-
presentative. The communities that
have been selectd include among
others a coastal village where the
primary occupation was fishing,
a community of wage labourers of
Indian origin in a tea plantation
in the hill country, an agricultural
peasant community which was
already deriving benefits from
government Irrigation programmes
in the dry zone, a community of
new settlers under a government
Irrigation project, a rural community
in the south of Sri Lanka ad]acent
to a tea estate, a village community
in the central region of Sri Lanka
In close proximity toa tea planta-
tion, a rural community in the wet
zone close to market towns and
in a region where there has been
considerable development of com-
mercial plantations, a  semi-urban
community close to Colomba in the
cutskirts of the urban commuter
belt, a community of Sri Lankan
Tamlls In the northern part of the
island, a community with a pre-
dominantly Muslin population, and
a slum community in Colombe City.

The dialogues at the national
level were organised for 10 groups.
Three were organised by the
voluntary agencies largely represent-
ing the young Western educated
elltes. These were held in Colembo
and Included business men, trade
unlenists, executives In the private
and public sectors, mercantile
clerks. Two of the seminars wera
organised speclally for the trade
unions; one was held in English and
the other in Sinhala. Two seminars
were held for the professional
groups, particularly the academic
community, and three seminars
were organised by the National

dialogue :

Council for Religion and Peace’ one
being conducted in English and the
other two in Sinhala,

It would be seen that the
programme was able to include a
very diverse group of citizens In
both the rural and urban sectors.
The selection of rural communities
covered a falrly representative
segment of the rural sector and
included communities which would
have presented problems which
were typical of the regions in
which they were located, For
example, the outlook of the
coastal fishing village would provide
some Insight into the profile of
aspirations of these rural communi-
ties which are scattered along the
southwest coast and which are
exposed to strong urban influences.
The community of plantation wor-
kers has been selected from the
community of Indian immigrant
lzbour which accounts for a signifi-
cant part of the agricultural
workforce, The village community
in the north-central dry zone
reveals the changing nature of
aspirations In a peasant community
which is being drawn into a major
development programme of the
government and therefore offers
Interesting insights Into the nature
of responses of rural people regard-
ing the prospects for improvement
of material well-being. The four
communities which are contiguous
to the commercial plantation sector
represent for different socio— econa-
mic situations with different levels
af Income, widely varylng resource
bases and different lavels of
dependence on wage employment.
The national dialogues covered a
broad ~spectrum of the main
Interest  groups — the  business
sector, the academic community,
religious organisations, trade unions
and youth, In the selection of the
urbanised groups there is also some
attermpt made to Involve the
participation of people with diffe-
rent political affiliations represent-
Ing the broad speccrum of political
opinion in the country.

an experiment

What are the, perceptions and aspis !
rations of the average Sri Lankan
houschold, rural and urban, regarding
development? Ina project sponsored
by IFDA (International Foundation
for Development Alternatives) a
research team of the Marega Institute
sought answers to this  question.
Though the limitations on time and
| resources could permit only a small
| sample of the, population, the Institute
| felt that the methodology which was
| used and the locations selected equld
open up a ‘Mational Dialogue on
Develapment’, which hopefully could
be linked more efMectively at some
future date to the decision-making
processes.  The paper was prepared
| by Godfr Gunatilleka, Director
Marga, while ‘the Research team
consisted:  Sunimal Fernnodo, Con-
sultant/Sociologist, Rex Casinader,
Assistant Director, Rural — Horape:
Henry de Mel; Mirisea:  Amarasin
de Silva; 5. B. Dissanayake; Henega-
ma: Conrad Ranawske; Walgampaya:
A, K. Basnayake; Malwanghinna:
M. D. Ellepola; Madakumbura:
M. H. E. Arivaratne; Wegalla: G.
Amarasena; Ritnagiri Estate: L.
Shanthi Kumar; Mamal Ova: Gamini
dz Alwis; Kaledivulwewa: 5. A. D
Meville; Mathagal: L. Shanthi Kumar;
Kirillapone: K. W. Jayasinghe.
Mational — M. J. Perera, Associate
Director, Sydney Wanasinghe Ms,
Yvonne Schokman, N. Abevnaike,
5. Ranatunge.

The methodology that was
followed adopted two different
approaches for the rural part of
the project and the national urban
part. In the case of the rural
dialogues it was felt that the
project would have to be structured
around. a representative sample of
household dialogues which would
eventually lead to a village seminar.
Therefore from each village a faw
households were selected from
different [ncome groups. For the
purpose of the selection a broad
classification of the Income groups
in the villages was made. In most
villages the classification was based
on ohservations and studies that
had already been made in these
villages as part of a programme
of village studies which had focused
an the structure of power In these
communities. The classification
however was not made on any
accurate survey of Income data as
this was not important for the




project. It was possible to group
the households inte 3 or 4
categories on the basis of general
observations made regarding the
standard of living of these households
and broad estimates of their income.
As far as possible the selection
was to cover the differen: age
groups. Therefore from each income
category an effort was made to
select households from four age
groups spanning “young" households
between 20 and 30 years of age
at one end, and “old"" households
where the family head was over
55 years. In the actual selection
of the households however it was
not always possible to get all the
age groups in each Income category.
As might have been expected, most
of the households in the higher
income categories were in the
clder age groups. The object of
selecting households In this manner
was to gain some understanding
regarding the differences in aspira-
tions related to income and age.
The selection of the households
also paid attention to such criteria
as caste, village leadership, political
affiliation. While keeping within
the basle framework of income
and age, families were selected so
az to include village leaders who
may have had decided views about
development and the future of the
village as well as households who
had positions of authority on
account of wealch, caste and status.
Ideally the dialogues conducted
within this framework was expected
to provide profiles of expectations
which would have enabled one to
identify the perceptions of the
future and the articulation of needs
at different Income levels and in
different age groups. As will be
explained later in the analysis
of the content of the dialogues,
the reality did not correspond so
closely ta the expectations that
were implied in tha framework.

One researcher was assigned to
each village. He was expected to
held approximately 20-25 household
dialogues which were to be con-
ducted in depth with groups of
family members present and parti-
cipating in the discussions. Of
course the dialogue was primarily
directed at the head of the family
with other members intervening
when they felt inclined to do so.
The researchers were expected to

create a sufficiently Informal atmosp-
here so as to enable the re-
spondents to articulate their views
freely. The research generally
have reported that the methodology
that has been adopted has been
successful insofar as they were able
to elicit a high degree of parti-
clpation froam the households., @

Mext: Structure of dialogue.

Canon James. ..
(Continued fram Page 32)

development and specific actions
in community living, and of late
It has discovered significance of
the religions of the world, acting
and witnassing away from the
traditional acceptance of conserva-
tism to being transformed as posi-
tive forces of change.

It was this special emphasis
placed by Christian Action that
Canon Eric James highlighted In

his address on ‘Religion & Social
change'-which he daliversd ac the
¥YMCA Forum Hall, Canon James,
Director of Christian Actlon Is also
Canon of 5t. Albans Cathedral,
In the absence of The Re. Rav. Wick-
remisinghe the meeting was chal-
red by Sevaka Yohan Devanada of
the Devasarznaramya, Kurunegala.
Bishop Swithin Fernande was also
present and took part In the dis-
cussion.

In the course of his address
Canon lames emphasied the the
basic rights that a soclety should
guarantee which he defined as (1)
the right to life in a non-diseri-
minatary soclety, Creation of such
a soclety entails a radical rescrue-
turing which will of necessity sec
in the forefront the centralicy of
the class seruggle of radical self
criticism at every stage of the
developing and changing soclety.
The radicalism of Jesus Christ must
be the activating force for any
realistie structural change. If the
alms struggle and spirit are not
taken from Christ, sald Canon
James, the whole enterprise of
change may end in excesslve power
being concentrated in a bureau-
cracy, which considers itself infa-
Ilible in its power, or it may take
forms of neo-marxism which would
blunt the edge of structural change.
Any struggle to be meaningful
must take its stand at the centre
of the heat of the struggle. As

a follow up on the lecture and
discussion it was decided thar a
Seminar be organised in March,

at the Kurunegala Town Hall on
the theme ‘Religion and Develop-
ment’,

= Kumudini Rosa

Dutthagamini . . .
(Contintued from Page 15)

lead one to Interprec che
tthagamini-Elara epoch as one of
serious rivalry and conflict bet-
ween the Sinhalese and the Tamils.
In fact in ancient politics feudal
chiefeains, royal princes and reli-
gious organizacions which were
also part of the feudal structure
played a more Important role
than ethnic groups. It isinter-
esting to note here that Duttha-
gamini’s warrior Dathusena who
waz referred to above as one
who went te South India and
entered the Buddhist order, did
so because Ducthagaminl Is said
to have given an order to kill
him. The narration of the story
states that some favourite warri-
ors of Dutthagaminl had poisoned

Dy

the mind of the king against
Dathasena saying that the latter
posed a treat to the royal au-

thority,

The treatment of the Duttha-
gaminl-Elara episode In the three
important texts, the Dipavamsa,
the Mahavamsa and the Puja-
vali differs from one another and
throws light not only on the
development of historiography of
Srl Lanka, but also on prejudices
that have entered into historical
records. The views of the au-
thors of these texts which have
had a wide influence on the sha-
ping of contemporary attitudes
(boch Sinhala and Tamil) have to
be re-examined in the concext
of the circumstances under which
each of them wrote. Special
congnizance has to be taken of
the purpose of each author, and
of the climate of thought prevailing
at the time of writing these threa
texts. As a result the Dutchagamini-
Elara  episode  persists in the
minds of the average Sinhalese
as a holy war for the protection
and glorifcation of Buddhism in
general and an ethnic conflict
between the Sinhalese and the
Tamils in particular.
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Race and Class

by ). Uyangoda

PIBIDENA PEYA-(Hour of
Awakening)

An anthology of Tamil Poems
in Sinhala. Translated and
Edited by Parakrama Kodi-
thuwakku. Published by the
Cliristlan Workers Fellowship.

Parakrama Kedithuwakku, who
about a year back, edited a
collection of Tamil poems in Sin-
hala, has now come out with another
anthology entitled. PIBIDENA
PEYA (Hour of Awakening). The
special feature of the present
anthology Is that it is devored
to what one may call, the Tamil
poetry from the ‘up-country’. All
the writers come from the hill
country plantation areas, and the
subject-matter is essentially the
oppressive conditions and genuine
grievances, resentment and re-

monstrances etc of the Tamil
plantation werkers and  their
famllles.

It is an undisputed fact that the
plantation Tamils are the most
oppressed section of the people
in this country. Their state of
oppression has been rtwo-fold.
Firstly, as a nationality group they
are discriminated against and neg-
lected. And as workers, they are
exploited. Therefore, it Is natural

that the real sufferings of the
Tamil masses In the plantation
areas should have been reflected

In the creative writings of their
sons and daughters.  Parakrama
deserves our warm congratulations
for having brought out this anthology
thus providing an opportunity to
the Sinhala reader to share the
authentic experiences of that sec-
tion of thelr compatriots.

The underlying theme of all the
poems (Including the two prose-
writings) Is the revelation, in
varying degrees, of many aspects-
econemic, social, political etc, of
the oppressive conditions of the
Tamil  plantations  population,
accompanied with a strong element
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of protest. In other words, the
writers represented in this volume
are not only aware of the plight
of thelr own brethren, but also
aware of the fact thar only a
radical  transformatien of the
existing order of things can bring
about any real solution. To put
it ancther way, poetry, for them
is both a vehicle of protest and
a vessel of hopes for a new and
better order,

The anthology opens with a
simple but powerful poem by Pana
Thangam, a teacher by profession.
His is an appeal to the planta-
tion workers, to awaken, to rise
and struggle. Kurungi Nadan-also
a teacher with working—class origins
-exhibits a fine poetle Instinct
coupled with a political awareness.
His poems about the most unhappy
ordeal of the repatriates (a superb
translatlon too) is one of the best
in the anthology. Inall his poems,
his message Is clear and straighfor-
ward - Rise against Injustice; struggle
for emancipation, Special mention

must be made about Kurungl
Thennavan and P. Mukkan-two
working class poets,

The most political consclous
among the poets in this velume
is P. Mukkan, a worker now
migrated to India. He displays a

superb poetic Imagination enriched
by an understanding of some sorry
aspects of contemporary Lankan
pelitics, including trade union
politics, as it affects the planta-
tlon workers. Mukkan's subject
matter is so rich and real that
even the translator is at his best
in these (Mukkan's) poems. Others
represented In this anthology are
Ismailia Daveod, K. Sivagnam, M,
Mesan and C. Kumar. The prose-
essay of M. Nesan entitled “After
the August™ Is an impressionistic
portrayal of the situation |Imme-
dlately after the communal rlots
of August '77. He ralses the ques-
tion: What Is the way out for
the plantation worker! To go back
to India or tolive In fear! “Na,
says Mesan, “Bulld up a new leader-

drama

ship so that you can combine your
effores: with that of the world
proletariat.”

Without any doubt, “PIBIDENA
PEYA" shows that the Plantation
Tamils have a rich and militant
poetic tradition-though it may be
very recent In origln-parallel to
the Black literature in Amerlea.

- L *

MAWATHE API-A play
produced by Nalan Mendis.

A group of young theatre enthu-
slasts have recently produced a

remarkable play entitled "MAWA-
THE API". It was first staged at
the Tower Hall Theatre, on Decem-
ber [I, for an Invited audience.
The first public show was on lan-
uary 18, at the Lumbini Theatra.
Malan Mendis has produced “Mawa-
the Api?* on behalf of the Social
Realistic Art Circle. The script
is by Kingsley Loos, who plays the
maln role too.

“Mawathe Api” deserves consi-
deration of both the critic and
the theatre - goer. Malan Mandis
provides the audience with an
entirely naw experience, unlike
the common, [f not cheap, stuff
we are more than famillar wich.
His effort to depict some aspects
of the Sinhala-Tamil Matienal
Question-a  controversial and
explosive issue In itself - through
the medium of theatre, is com-
mendable, inspite of wvarious
lapses one can notice as far as
the craft of the theatre Is con-
cerned.

The story unfolds at a work
site In the Dry Zone - perhaps in
the Mahavell basin. A group of
young workers who have come
from various parts of the country
take temporary residence at a
camp. Appuhamy from the South,
Bandara from Kandy and Sangarapi-
llai from Jaffna are among these

workers. Mot unnaturally, the
Sinhala workers are extremely
chauvinistic and their attitude

towards Sangarapillai - the Tamil



worker, In particular and cthe
Tamil people in general, Is hostile,
Meanwhile, another young worker
-Bandu comes to the work-site.
A man with ideals (incidentally,
he carried a violin wherever he
goes!) marks the beginning of
radical changes in the attitudes
and outlook of all the workers,
Bandu represents the politically
enlightened and socially conscious
segments of the petty-bourgeolsie.
He succeeds in convincing the
Sinhala workers, by confronting
them with concrete problems and
situations of the senselessness and
irrationality of communal hatred
and the necessity of class 50I[dar[t{.
Meanwhile, communal riots break-
out. Sinhala villagers start looting
and killing Tamils, But, now the
Sinhala  workers-including Appu-
hamy and Bandara no longer
racially consclous protect their
comrade from Jaffna-Sangarai. By
this time, Bandara Is killed for
his *sin of protecting an allen™.
Sangaral, now having lost his
employment as a vresult of a
strike, leaves for Jaffna. Bidding
farewell to his fellow-Sinhala
workers, Sangarali overcome with
emotions, says, *| will join the
struggle there, comrades, it Is
upta you to go on with 1ymur
struggle.” Memorable words!

“‘Mawathe Api” is clearly a
committed play. The young men
of the Social Realistic Art Circle
seem to have realized the unavol-
dable responsibility of art to do
its historically determined duty
by seclety, WWhen soclety is in
turmoil and when the struggle
of the masses is growing, the
dramatist can no longer indulge
in bringing petty affairs of ex-
tremely Individualistic nature to
the stage, as happened in the
1960's.  Kingsley Loos, the
script-writer, though he is an
amateur in his craft, still dis-
plays, in terms of subject
matter, a commendable matu-
rity which even our experienced
and senior playwrights most
often fail to reveal. His actors
neither  shout  heavily-worded
political slogans nor utter oblique
and pungent phrases that make
the audience uneasy. **Mawathe
Api* shows the direction along
which Sinhala theatre should
traverse in the present decade,

the world for its
M vigng
tmbdc-::_a and]

its qolden
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Race

by Sunila Abeyesekera

This is an age when theatre
proliferates at an  incredible
rate. Each day brings with it a
spate of posters and banners,
advertising plays with titles that
range from the obscure to the
ridiculous. Almest all of them
have a brief and uneventful run,
usually so brief that even the
initial sum of money spent on
the production cannot be reco-
vered. Yet, perennials |ike ‘Suba
saha Yasa' and ‘Keleni Paalama’
continue to run to packed houses,
whether because they have been
adopted by 2 ‘noveau rich’ bour-
geolsle who seek desperately for
‘culture' or because of their innate
ability to amuse apd entertain,
| don't venture to discern.

Malan Mendis' ‘MAWATHE API',
which went on the boards for
the first time in mid December
stands out in the midst of all
this hurly-burly asa play with a
genuine intent to portray a few
of the conflict and contradictions
that are the motive forces of
society in 5ri Lanka today,

The action is set into the back
ground of a ‘waadiya’ (workmen's
lodging) of an anonymous ‘develop-
ment' scheme. One development
scheme being much like the other,
it does not rezally matter which,
This was an excellent play to
assemble a heterogenous group
of people together, since in a
‘waadiya’ one would normally find
persens from all Farts of the Island
and from all walks of life coming
together., Mendis has all tke
'type’  characters —a Tamil, a
Sinhala chauvinist, an old worker,
a revolutionary who also loves
musle, a villager, a woman. How-
ever, ane of the main shortcom-
ings of the play was Mendis'
Inability to develop any one of

these characters as a flesh-and-
blood figure deveid of stagey
posturing,

The Tamil was played by Gran-
ville Rodrige, appearance, expre-
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ssion, delivery of dialogue all
caricatured to a point where tha
largely Sinhala audience tictered
and at times even burst into loud
laughter at his mere appearance.

-He was full of brotherly faelings

towards the Sinhalese, even those
who maligned him most, and the
weaknees of this character came
through to us most clearly when
confronting the S5inhala chauvinist,
Even though Mendis probably set
out in a spirit of portraying a
Tamil worldng man’s character-the
character of a membar of Sri
Lanka's oppressed national mino-
riy-simpatchetically, what comes
across to the average viewer is,
one, that the Tamil character is
made a figure of fun, and, two,
that he is portrayed as a ‘weak

and weepy" sort. Mot that San-
garri should have been a Tamil
chauvinist. Certainly noc. But

he could have been made Into a
truer representative of the oppre-
ssed Tamil people of this country,
As it is, Mendis defeats the pur-

pose of Incorporating a Tamil
character Inte the play in the
first place. And it was especially

unfortunate that Redrige's *hamm-
ing’ of the explanation of his
experiences of caste discrimination
within the Tamil community meant
that the central theme of diseri-
mination existing at all levels was
lost somewhere along the way in
the midst of gales of laughter,
some of It unsympathetic.

The Sinhala chauvinist is a young
hot-blood; here, too, since his
antipathy towards Tamils is explai-
ned away as being due to purely

personal reasons, the sudden
change of heart he undergoes
is plausible, but nevertheless it

weakens the  representation of
Sinhala chauvinism in all lts nuances.
The old worker once again repra-
sents a by-now- familiar polnt of

view, caombining disillusionment
with Ideallsm, yet always on the
right side; the revolutionary is

surely too good to be true, and

it was indeed a pity to see a
promising young actor like Loos
burdened with pretentious dialo-
gue and pedantic dellvery. The
villager Is once againa caricature—
the classic view of a traditional
villager as a timeserver, a coward,
is maintained; the figure of the
young ‘over—seer' is trifling to
the point of being insignificant;
and as for the sole female cha-
racter In the play, who is depicted
at the start as a woman of easy
virtue and strengch of mind, she
too undergoes a change of heart,
the revolutionary profesess his
love for her, she s ‘reformed’
{!) and presumably goes off with
him ta live ‘happily ever afcer’,
Alas far the broken dreams and
shattered illusions of womankind !

Altagether too many changes
of heart—-aitugether too  many
crises —this Is what made ‘MAVWA-
THE AP!' a mere skimming off
the top of a pot that contained
a verible store of solid dramatic
material. By trying to touch on
the lssue of raclal and communal
conflict, while at the same Ctime
tackling the issue of worker-
employer relationships and man-
woman relationships, along with
a host of other, equally complex
situations, Mendis put himself into
the position of casting a brief
but superficial glance at each issue
without ever coming te grips
with any one Issue in its total
perspective.  Mevertheless, let us
pass on with the reiteration that
it [s significant that he chose to
discuss' these themes at all.

Even though for ithese reasons
‘MAWATHE API" leaves the dis-
cerning viewer with a feeling of
not having gone far enough and
deep enough, yet Mendis has to be
singled out for his courage in
even attempting to tackle such a
complex theme. The production
was pleasing, and in  general
quite skilful; the costumes, sets,
lighting, all were In keeping with
the atmosphere of the play. A
word must be sald about Khema-
dasa’s musle, which contributed
a great deal towards the creation
of the mood that was a very
necessary part of '"MAWATHE API’,
lt seemed a pity that the chorus
was not arranged better, because

(Continued on Page 2i)



ONE OF US

by Parakrama Kodithuwakku
Translared by Reppie Sirtwardena

Stop it
Stop it
Stap that fight:

King Elara,

get off that elephant
King Dutugemunu,

give Elara a chair........!

Here she goes round the
rubber irees

together with the tapping gang

Mother's gone a-millking

Sarasvathi

in her full-smiling lips

brightens Elara's smile

Below the tea bushes
hands aching

soaking in the windy drizzie
flashing her bronze eyes
under the pimples of sweat
silently waiting

in her nosiril

a quariz-stone gleaming

Nithyakala
Elara's sister

Sarasvathi, Nithyakala

We bathed in the Menik
Ganga fogether

We worshipped at Sripada
fogether

We were in one gange af
' schaol together
We ate vadal at the thosa-
kade together

At Kataragama

Somadevi from our affice
Was given Iy address

by Sivalingam........ !

The Elara-Dutugemunu
battle!
Victory upon victery for
Dutugemunu! !
Elara’s corpse on an
elephants back! !/

NATIONALITY

Stop that applause
Stop that applause
Stop that applause
to hell with that clapping!

Whoe has

OHE .. ... single......1ear
to offer

that name?

He who died that day
Was one of wus......| f
one of

our own
blood-relations ........!

Parakrama Kodithowakku is
among the most distinguished of
contemporary Sinhala poets, “One
of us" is characteristic of the
new consciousness he has brought
to Sinbala poetry, with his critical
| Teaction  against ohsolete  and
retrogressive  elements  jn  the
Sinhala  cultural tradition. Two
other poems of  his) wers' “publi-
shed in English translation in the
“Lanka Guardian" Vol 1, No. 4.
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Question for Shan

was happy to read Mr. N,
Sanmugathasan's forthright attack
on the policles of the present
Chinese regime (L. G. Janl5)
Including his description of the
Chinese attack on Vietnam as
“aggression” - and agree with a
great deal of what he says. But
Shan, while "anti-Teng™ (I notice
rejects even the present regime’s
spelling), remains loyal to Maoism

and to Mao, with whom he s
pictured on the same page
reverentially shaking hands. ~The

question that the article provokes
in my mind is this: How, If what
Shan says about the Mao era s
true, could his death have been
followed by so far-reaching a
counter-revolution!?

All that Shan offers as an ex-
planation is thls : "But Mao's
power and Influence was on the
wane (“How! why' Interjects
Touchstone), and he died |In
September 1976. His death was
the signal for counter-revolution
to re—raise jts head." This seems
to me to elevate the role of
one man inaway thatis non-Marxist
and non-historical. It is an ex-
tension into the sphere of political
analysis of the cult of Mac's per-
sonality that flourished when he
was alive.

The ease with which Mao's
policies were overturned after his
death and “mass demonstrations"
organised to support the official
line against the deposed followers
of the dead man suggests a
bureaucratic power struggle in
which the masses were only
spectators, and therefore cascs
doubt on the popular basis of the
regime in Mao's own lifetime.
Contrast the ideclogleal and power
struggle in the Soviet Union that
followed Lenin's death, which
involved a prolonged public con-
troversy and struggle thar went
on In the party and the nation
fer several ﬁears, In China appa-
rently all that was necessary was
that the leadership should
denounce the so-called “Gang of
Four", and thousands of people
could be made overnight to rush

#
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out inte the streets, shout slogans
and wave placards,

Mor does Shan, in his critique
of present Chinese forelgn policy,
take account of the fact that the
beginnings of this pelicy were In
Mao's lifetime - the shift from
encouraging liberation movements
to courting reactionary regimes
In order toforge alliances against
the Soviet Union. Surely, in
foreign policy, the watershed is
not 1976 but [971 - signified by
the stand taken by the ragime
on events in Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka, ta be followed Ilater by
its astitude towards the Chilean co-
up and the armed struggles in Africa.

The green tree

| must thank Chintaka for
correcting me on my attribution
to Heine of the quote, *Theory
is gray, my friend; the tree of
life is always green.” (| haven't
read elther Heine or Goethe,
and | was citing Lenin's use of
it from memory). However, what
is more important Is what the
line signifies - that, confronted
with a changing historical realicy,
the adherence to Inherited
theoretical formulae can be disabling.

Chintaka thinks | haven't met
his basic point; It seems to me
he hasn't understood mine. He
still maintains that to establish
that one's view of self-determi-
nation is "'the correct Marxist
position,” it is necessary to show
by quotation that itis In confor.
mity with what Marx, Lenin etc
said on the question. | disagree,
because (I} Marx dled nearly a
century age and Lenin over half
a century ago, and history hasn't
stopped evolving since then; (2)
one should be prepared to admit
the possibility that not every
word of Marx and Lenin s
infallible Haly Wric.

| concede to Chintaka that the

innumerable theoretical polemics
In which Lenin engaged did
sometimes “resemble the theo-

logical battles between rival sects
of Christlans”. However, Lenin
has other claims to our respect

Touchstone

-including  his readiness to
abandon a theoretical strait-jacket
when it proved useless (witness
the context In which he quoted
Goethe — thank you again, Chincaka.)
It is a pity that too many
Malrxiimh should imitate Lenin
only in their pettifogeging palemics.
If Chintaka F,thinkig ti]l: T:Icsa
“liberal bourgeois™ reaction, it
doesn’t worry me. | am glad it
seems to be shared by Mr. R.S.
Perimbanayagam and Ms, Sudharma
Dhanapala in your eorrespondence
columns.

Coin problem

The solutlon to
weighing problem -in the last
column; Take one coin from the
firsc bag, two from the second
....and so on, up te all ten
from the last. Weigh all these
coins together. If all the ecoins
had been genuine, they would
have weighed 550 grammes. If
they are one gramme short, it
is the first- bag which contains
the counterfeit coins, if two, the
second; and so on.

Race in...
(Continued form Page =2)

at times the singers belng dis-
persed all over the stage, their
voices did not come across as
powerfully as they could have.
And the performances were all
competent, the flatness of the
characters notwithstanding;

In the same breath, however,
one must stress on the importance
of '"MAWATHE API' as an experi-
ment in wsing theatrical form
and theme in a new context, as
an attempt to draw Sinhala theatre
audiences right into the vortex of
contemporary crises, as an attempt
to portray the crying need for
unity among working people, irres-
pective of caste, creed or race,
in a dramatic form. In this sense,
'MAWATHE API" can be seen as
an omen, asign of things to come
In the future of Sinhala theatre
In our country.

the coin-
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OUT SHORTLY

WEd W B

(The Arts and Society)

The First “‘Lanka Guardian” publication in Sinhala

The book presents in Sinhala translation a selection of
articles published in the ¢Lanka Guardian'’, with emphasis
on the social context of the arts. It will be the first
of a series of paperbacks which the ‘Lanka Guardian’" will

publish this year. Some of the contributors and subjects
in this volume are:

- Charles Abeysekera on Amaradeva

J. Uyangoda , on Ruk'm;ani Devi -

"H. A. Seneviratne on  Martin Wickremasinghe
Reggie Siriwardena on Leonard" fWgoolf ‘
Gamini Dissanaike on  Lester James Peries
D. Jayatilleke on “Puran Appu”’
Ananda Jayaweera on Sinhala Cinema and

oppressed groups

Among the other topics included are:
the Tower Hall theatre, the films ¢Palangetiyo’’, *Ahasin Polowata’ and

“Gehenu Lamai’’, Sinhala cinema, class and personal relations.

Rs. 7.50
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