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People
like you...

People like you are the
shareholders of Chemanex,

the first People's Company.
Chemanex represents a bold
attempt to mobilise the savings
of the people and channel them
into productive effort.

Our company is made up of
small shareholdings held by the
ordinary people of Sri Lanka.

It iz the small individual
caontribution that makes
Chemanex, with no individual.
or family controlling more than
5% of our shares.

We represent the desire of
millions of people like you to
contribute to the Nation's
progress by participating

in business, in research and in
development,

Chemanex the spearhead

for development




Friction and Factions?

Political forecast, astrological
prediction or just wishful think-
ing? “"SNAP-ELECTION [980" was
the front page headline of the
SLFP paper The Mation in its
Ist February issue. The second
headline had a question mark
“WILL PREMADASA LEAD THE
UNP?!

The story more than suggests
serious divisions in the UNP
leadership. It speaks of *The
growing strength of the Udagama
group (mow over [00 MP's)".
Similar stories appezar frequently
in the SLFP Sinhala daily Dina-
kara.

Last Will

Laughing off this report UNP'-
ers say that jt is the SLFP which

Is riven by internal problems.
As evidence two UNP front
benchers were talking about

what was called. “The last will
and testament of T. B, Tennakoon."
The conversation which was over-
heard by several parliamentary
correspondents took place on the
day that the NSA possed the
vete of condolence.

Even more than Mr. M.S.
Themis the postal department
employee, Dambulla Tennakoon

symbolized the peoples victory
of 1956. UNP'ers * claim that
they have in their possession a
letter circulated by Mr. Tenna-
koon sometime before his death.
The letter castigates the ‘radala’
(feudal) clique in command of
the SLFP,

Was this part of the scurrillous
leaflet campaign against Mrs.
Bandaranaike and the family?
Mr. Teanckoon it is said, was
officially asked whether he had
in fact written thot [etter. A
popular versifier, Mr, Tennakoon
sent o one sentence reply ‘‘Yes,
I am the author".

Address Unknown

So that OPEC petition which was
given the full treatment by the
mainstream media was for local
consumption only. The Colombo
Embassies of OPEC countries made
solemn inquiries about the ‘state

of the petition’ sometime ago.
No more. They all take it as
a publicity stunt which is now
best forgotten,

There was always the question
anyway to whom this petition
would be submitted and in what
manner. The daily press wrote
about a delegation of represen-
tative 5rf Lankans — from all
walks of life, from all communi-
ties. But which OPEC country
would receive them? Now the
petition, if it is to leave gur
shores, will have to be airmailed.
But to what address? An Iragi
deputy minister suggested, not
very heipfully, that is should be
mailed to the US oil companies.

Demarche

Will 5ri Lankans require visas
to visit France? A French move,
gccording to western diplomats,
is imminent. No reason may be
given. Nor does Paris need to
explain. But many diplomats
believe that it has much to do
with the propaganda activities of
a pro-TULF London-based Co-
ordinating Committee which has
been organising press conferences
ond public lectures in Western
Europe and in the Scandinavian
countries,

TRENDS

+
“LETTERS

Natiunalit}r

Your report on the discussion
of ethnic and  nationality
problems of Sri Lanka under
the caption “Scholars Explore
and Explode Myths” in your
journal of I5th January 1980,
although belated is commendable
at a time when communalism
is exploited by politicians of
varying shades. The Social
Scientists Association should be
congratulated for organising
such a discussion which will
certainly help to forge better
understanding between the two
communities without appealing
to emotion.

But may | point out thac
the myth of "“Vijayan and
Aryan' origin had been “ex-

ploded™” long before by such
eminent Indian social scientists
- the great Indologist late Dr.
Probod Chandra Bagchi and
the well known Bengali linguist
late Dr. Sunith Kumar Chatter-
Jee and others over 25 years
ago. Had our university dons
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earlier
done

features wvery much
most of the damage
could have perhaps been avoided.

Yet it is disheartening to
note a programme in the S.L.

B.C. "A Sinhala Puranaya"
which is another "Pujavaliya™
version of Yalmikis Ramayana

in which it tries to portray
Rama and Ravana as Aryans,
whereas Sugrewa and Hanuman
as Dravidians who conspire to
bring about a conflict between
Rama and Ravana who were
otherwise kith and kin, with
a vlew to Dravidian expansionist

moves in Lanka. Perhaps it
may be interesting to note
here that in early [950's
D.M.K. — oriented dramatists
staged their own vertion of
Ramayana  under the title

“Kamayana' in' Madurai in
which “Ravana’ was glorified
as the "great Dravidian king"
who withstood the “Aryan
Rama'. What a strange link
between our "'Sinhala Language™
scholars and D.M.K. - oriented
schelars  In Madurai? Mo
wonder that in 1956 a group
of monks went on a pilgrimage
and implored the Dravidian
Ged Kadiragama to  make
Sinhala the only official language
of Lanka!

This discussion ‘could be
broad-based to include Indian
historians and social scientists

too. | hope it may pave the
way to widen our common
outlook and explode more
“myths".

Kandy. E.A. Vaidyasekara.

Politics and sport

Muhamed Ali may be the
“greatest’. Without a doeubt
he is the greatest boxer ever.
He is also the pride of the
blacks in- America. He was

converted te lslam and it is
as a Moslem and a sports-
man that he began his cam-

paigns against the helding of
the Olympiecs in Moscow
because of Russian troops In
Afghanistan.

Mow we read that in Africa
he learnt what the Africans
really think of the American
policy, and how the US govern-
ment opposed a boycott of
South Africa which practises
the foul and degrading policy
of apartheid. It is the same
with the Arab campaign against
Israel. Don't mix politics
with sport. That is what the
US and the West have been
preaching. Surely we are not
that brainless to be fooled by
all this? It is not that the
US loves sports but it stands
by its allies, the racist South
African and the racist Jlews?
It is not that the US loves
sport or |slam but that it hates
the Soviet Russians, It is all
politlecs, Does Mr. Carter
think that black Africans or
brown Maoslems have no brains
to see through this?

Dr. E. 5. Ratnasabapathy.
Colembo.

Standardisation

| noticed belatedly in your
journal of I5th lanuary, that
Dr. Wickramabahu Karunaratne
has written “but also the so—
called progressive intellectuals
like Dr. Colvin Goonaratne have
come forward to oppose conces-
sions”’, meaning concessions to
Tamils.

All | ever did was to advocate
the reintroduction of subject—
wise and media-wisestandard|sa-
tlon of raw marks at the G, C. E.
“A" level examination If these

marks must be used for ranking
of candidates for University
admission. | did se in the
interests of fairness because
the technique is an educationally
and statistically valid procedure,
and mandatory as the examina-
tion is presently constituted.

The charge of being "'a so-
called progressive intellectual"
is impossible to refute. However,
| deny the charge that | opposed
any “‘concessions’ to aparticular
ethnic group. Until those who
at |east by Implication call them-
selves radicals usher in. the
“age of radical solutions”
mentioned in Dr. WK's article,
subject and media-wise standar-
disation [s the best method we
have of conferring some degres
of reliability to raw marks for
purposes of ranking.

Dr. Colvin Goonaratna,
Faculty of Medicine

LETTER TO MY WIFE
If I am Eilled, I want you to

know I have lived
in struggle for life and for man
A world of all for all.

If I am killed, a rose
as red as my heart
is the love [ leave you

If I am killed, it's all the same
I won't see the corn growing
alongside the road
of tenderness for

bare feer,
will come,

or the show

but T know it

If T am Kkilled, it doesn’t matter,
Our canse will go on living;
others will continue it.

The future is brilliant.
Translated by Reggie Siriwardena

(Richardo Morales, teacher,
poet and a Sandinista Commander
was killed in battle 70 kilometers
from Managua, the Nicaraguan
capital. He was 43.)




TUs take centre stage

But for the sudden spurt of
aﬂtlvitr provoked by the
Galle by-election national palitics
seem strangely dormant with few
serious cenfroncations between
the main parties. ©n the Tamil
front where events in 1979 were
challenging enough to push the
government Into declaring an
emergency, and send the army
out with a Churchillian command
to wipe out all forms of terrorism
before the New Year, things
look so quiet that the press did
recover a semblance of credibility
when it reported the unusually
warm welcome extended to Trade
Minister Athulathmudali in Jafina.
The Tamil leaders are obviously
waliting (some of them with genuine
hope and others with some
trepidation) for the recommenda-
tions of the Presidential Commission
on Devolution and District Davelop-
ment Councils,

As for the other major parties,
a cynical observer may conclude
that there s more of conflict
inside each them between them.

A grievously divided Opposition
forced to dissipate its energles
on internal disputes and leadership
problems Is in no position therefore
to exploit what could. otherwise
be an ideai situation — the soaring
prices of all essential commodities.
Spiralling living costs are rapldly
pauperizing the middle class, cnce
the much-vaunted ‘bulwark’ of a
social and political system where
the poor were ‘cushicned” by
social welfare and subsidies.

Opposition immobilised

The government leaders, many
of whom have been seasoned in
cpposition politics, must be thanking
thelr guardian delties each day
for the good fortune of an opposi-
tion which is so disorganised
t=at it can make no effective use
of the mass mood,

Not unnaturally, therefore, the
gnlons have moved onto the
c=atre stage of national politics.
The jssue after all is economic,
2=d the TU's represent the only

J. R. Jayewardene

organised movement
action.

Thuggery In broad daylight on
the streets of Colombo, the arrest
of several unlon officials and the
brutal assaults on many prominent

ready for

TU leaders dramatized this new
development,
Unions mobilise

Mext month, the ICTUAC,
which took the lead, will hold a
Mational Convention to which
non-members will be invited-
Already, organisations that had

so far kept aloof of the JICTUAC
have expressed a desire to Join
the fold. One such union is the
Estate Staffs Union which claims
to have members from over 1000
plantations,

A slgn of the times was the
strongly worded protest of the
CWC (see overleaf). The CWC the
largest single union in the country,
has a Cabinet Minister as its
president.

Responding to a request made
r_luhlicly at the well-attended

yde Park rally organised by the
JCTUAC, President 1. R. Jayewar-
dene summoned a conference of
TU representatlves. As a result,
the immediate Issue of working

hours and leave will be
by a committe headed by
Transport Minister,

Alsa significant s the formation

studied

the

of a new Mational Mercantile
Union in the private sector by
the UNP's 155. The IS5 boss,

Industries Minister Cyril Machew,
sald on this occasion that the
cooperation of the unions was
essential for stabilicy.

We pubiish below President
layewardene's address to the TU
leaders, statements by the Bank
Employees Union and the CWC,
and an interview with the Secretary
of the (MNew) LSSP.

J. R.on T. U?s
President Jayewardene said:

“I am now addressing you as
the first trade upien leader to
be elected to power by the
people of Sri Lanka. As such, |
have a great sympathy and concern
in my heart for trade unions.
¥We have to work in unity. | regret
that trade unions had not been
consulted on the holidays jssue.

“With the incroduction of new
working hours for public servants—
viz: 8 am to 3.30 pm the working
day has been reduced by halfan
hour, As such the government
did not think of consulting trade
unions. Alse the new holiday
scheme applies only to government
servants. It would not apply to
corporation and bank employees.

“I. am not a dictator. | shall
place your views fer consideration
by the Cabinet which approved
the new holidays scheme, The
new 8 am to 330 p.m working
day was introduced to enable
everyone to go back home early.

“Travelling Is very difficult now,
Price of flour too has increased.
It has become essential for everyone

to get back home early after
buying their food and other
provisions. The government was
still incurring losses. In spite of

all these difficulties the government
has provided the freedom for
everyone Including trade union
members to air their grievances,

3



“Some referred to picketing
as peaceful picketing while others
called it compassionate picketing.
| would not allow any form of
picketing almed at over throwing
a democratically elected govern-

ment. | was completely against
picketing. Alchough workers
started picketing in a peaceful

manner without any talk it can
later lead to a demonstration and
an  anti-government movement
aimed  at overthrawing the
government,

“A government should be changed
only through an election. Mo
one will be allowed to overthrow
the government by force. | will
not allow a bank union er a
political movement to overthrow
the government.”

Thugs in the Fort

n aletter to the Presldent, the

Ceylon Bank Employees Union
gave an account of what happened.

“Qur Union was scheduled to picker
the Bank of Ceylon Head Office at York

Street at 12,30 p, m, on the 9th January
1980. Unlike the previous day, where

scores of policeman were present on the
stpest, nota single police officar was
to be seen at York Street on the %th.
A about 11,50 a.m, for reasons best
known tzthem, the York Street was
closed to traffic by the police. Thereafter
nearly six hundred persons gachered
unlawfully ac York Street and brutally
bear anyone whom they suspected 1o
be a picketer. Ar this time, none of our
members were an the street to picket,
The President of our Union who was an
the doorstep of the Bank of Ceylon was
dragged to the pavemant and manhandied
by thugs inthe presence of at |east 5
security officers atrached to the Bank
of Ceylen. About |5 cthugs beat up our
unarmad President with bicycle chains,
and knuckle dusters. Ho would have
certalnly been beaten te death had it net
been for the intervention of a solitary

constable (Traffic duty) whe had =appar-
enly strayed chere by sccident. Immediz-
tely afterwards, shocked citizens witnessed

the thug beating wvp this consable
merciless|y.
“An employee of the Insurance

Corporation was similarly baaten and
battered under the mistaken belief that
he was an office bearer of our Union.
Two prominent trade unfenists — Mr.
Sarath Mavana, Mr. Alavi Moulana and
twa press photographers ware some aof
the others who were at the receiving
end of this brutal assawit by the hired
thugs. The police arrived a full hall an
hour later. All this happened just a
hundred yards away from the Fort
police station and a ‘*whistles distance’
from the Police Headquarters,”

CWC on Constitutional and TU rights

ln a letter to the President Mt.
M. 5. Sellasamy C. W. C. General
Secrecary states:

vWe were shocked and sorrowed to
know of how a group of Trade Wnion
Picketeers In Fort was set aupon bya
mob of thugs and brutally assaulced,
Ameng these who have suffered at the
hands of these ruffians s Mr. Alavi
Moulana, General Secretary of Sri Lanka
Independent Trade Union Federation.

“Wea are writing this letter not with
a view to [lending support to the
campaign of the plcketeers but (o
lodge our strongest protest at Trade
Unionist being allowed te ba mercilessy
attacked by thugs and rowdies.

“hya may net necessarily agree with
philosephies or campaigns of certain
trade unions, But we would certainly
fight to defend their right to espouse
any cause they cherish.

(Continued on Page 7)
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JR is the true Bonapartist

by Jayantha Somasunderam

ince his interdiction for hoisting

black flags on Feb 4 |978.
Dr. VWickramabahu Karunaratne, a
lecturer in engineering mathematics
at the University of Peradeniys,
has been the focal personalicy
ameng the radical Sama Samajists.
Expelled from the LS5P in 1972
he launched a newspaper called
Vama Samasamaja built a faction
within the Party and finally
became founder-General Secretary
of the Mava Sama Samaja Parcy.
The MSSP controls the GCSU
whose office bearers were held
incustody last month. Karunaratne
discussed the Left's response to
the current situation.

® Why did the Government
react as it did, banning
pickets?

They have no alternative, It
Is wital for them to present to
foreign investors the image of a
completely docile warking class.

You're not geing to get them
investing here otherwise,

But that is not all.  The
government wants to force the

opposition to work within jts
own constitutional  frameworle.
This- means that there can be no
room for mass agitation. No
room for picketing or hartals.
In fact some day even ordinary
public meetings may be banned,

® Howconsciousisthe working
class of this situation?

We are still in the shadow of
the coalition pelitics of the sixties
and seventies. The popular fronts
have only bred cynicism among
the workers. The UNP victery
of luly 1977 was the high point
in this trend. But this situation
is now breaking down. Yet the
masses are moving Into opposition,
but not specifically to the Left.

@ What then is the immediate
task of the revolutionary
working class party?

Given the situation it would be
fatal to pose an immediate political
alternative. This would only alie-
nate the mass movement,

@ Aren’t you forgetting the
UNP unions?

Mo. They are also being
subjected to a kind of radicalism.
We see this in the Jathika Sevaka
Sangamaya. We see it In the
serike of the trishaw drivers.
We saw it after the attack on
the pickets, the same mob went

and almost took over the CTB
depots, In their own way they
are reacting te the economic

situation and fighting the manage-
ment. In jtself the 155 is not
necessarily a fascist force. Rather
it can be a radical force which
we can mobllise en the basis of
common demands like the cutin
holidays, the rise in prices, etc.

@ What of the minorities?

With Amirthalingam coming out
openly and supporting the Gavern-
there

. .. but are

two

the Indian political situation and
the local. This arises out of
people putting too much faith in

Parliament. The SLFP is not the
only one guilty of this. The LSSP
old leadership and the CP are

also anxious to promote some
kind of coalition to duplicate
the Indian experience. But jt is
not going to be that easy. IR's

government will not disintegrate
like the lJanatha. JR is a much
shrewder Bonapartist. Only a
struggle of the working class can
break the backbone of this govern-
ment. The SLFP is only looking
as far forward as |983,

® Did not the UNP play into
your hands by breaking up a
picket which did not involve
a mass issue?

Yes they did. It is correct
that the cut In holidays mostly

tendencies in

the UNP and divisions will emerge...

mznt when It raised prices we
can envisage a further widenin
of the gap between the leadership
of the TULF and its youth wing,
the Elangar Peravai, The Left
will thus have an opportunity to

work more closely with the
radicalised element among the
Tamil youth and mobilise them
towards the realisation of the

Tamil nation.

The Muslims are also polarising.
See what happened at Slave Island
last week. We see the gaping
splic  developing  between the
establishment types and the poorer
Muslims who like everybody except
the rich, are being pauperised.
These people who rose up against
the Police, also testify to this
growing radicalism.

& Will the Indian situation
have any bearing on what is
happening here?

There s a tremendous

danger
in drawing a parallel

betwean

affected the ‘office mahataya’.
But the UNP is in this sense
with its back to the wall. They

cannot tolerate any kind of protest
for fear of driving away foreign
Investors. Even the Slave lsland
incidents are examplas of this.
Buc IR is che Bonapartist par
excellence. He reacted by making
concessions to  the bank and
corporation employees.

Going back we can cite the
attacks on  the Vidyalankara
students and the CBEU strikes
as part of this trend. But at
that time people could not clearly
perceive the palitical significance,
Taday it is different.

@ What will be the outcome

of a successful opposition
campaign?
It will accentuate and bring
out the different approaches

contained within the government,

(Continued on Page 7)



NEW COLD WAR

66

ne of the maost salient
features of the later seven-
tics has been a widespread recru-
descence of cold war politics in
the West, The relative novelty
of this second round of orchestra-
ted international reaction has been
its overwhelming concentration on
the USSR as a target—China being
largely exempt for its diplomatic
complaisance towards the USA”

This is the view expressed, edito-
rially, by the ‘Mew Left Review'
in a recent Issue (Mo. [17). The
British based MLR is together with
the U.5. based ‘Monthly Review?,
one of the best known and most res-
pected journals dealing with Marxist
themes, albeit from an independent
international perspective. The NLR's
editorial commicttee comprises
distinguished Marxist scholars and
journalists, many of whom rose to
prominence with the upsurge of
the student movement in Britain
and the west in the sixtles. They
include Perry Anderson (Editer),
Rebin Blackburn, Fred Hallidaz,
Anthony Barnett, Alexandar Coc
burn (all of whom write for the
‘Mew Statesmen'}, John Merrington,
Micholas Krasso, Quintin Hoare,
Tom Malrm, Lucien Rey, MNorman
Geras, lon Halliday, Branka Magas,
Juliet Mitchell, Francis Mulhern,
Reger Murray, Bob Rowthorn and
Gareth Stedman Jones, Just as the
‘Menthly Review' caused something
of an intellectual revolution within
the radical intelligentsia through-
out the world by translating and
disseminating the Ideas of Latin
American ‘Third World * Marxists,
writings on ‘dependency and under-
development', so too did the New
Left Review make its contribution
by making avallable to the English
reading public the finest product-
of European Marxist thinking (not-
ably the writings of Louls Alcthusser
and Regis Debray).

Commenting further on the
resurgence of cold war polities the
MLR editorial quoted earlier goes,
oh to state:

“The maln proximate cavse of
the new climate Is pot hard to
seek: It dates from the unwel-
come shocks suffered by the

]

world Imperialist system from the
triumph of the Vietnamase Ravalu-
tion, to the consolidation of
Angolan independence, the susten-
ance of the Ethiopian Republic,
the survival of South Yemen,
and the overturn in Afghanistan-
all facilitated or safeguarded by

Soviet arms or assistance. At

the same time, hﬂ'l"l"E'ﬁ"EI', con=
temporary Russophobia is not
confined to the Right. For diffe-

reant reasons It has become ap
Increasing vopue amang sections
of the Left as well, which in
their frustration at the Impasse
of the labour movement in the
West have taken to discharging
their aggression upon the USSR,
Social-democratic periodicals which
condoned the Moscow trials,
Maoist zealots freshly awakened
to the wvalues of the Free Warld,
Eurocommunist functionaries once
supine before Stalin, can all be
found today wventilating the most
vulgar and ignorant anti-Soviet
themes."

In" another article In the same
issue of the journal is featured
adiscussion of contemperary Russian
society and a review of the
Brezhnev era as it moves to a
close. Here the MNLR editors
state:

“In the past decade, the
strategle role and weight of the
Soviet Unlon In warld affairs has
risen sharply. The areas of con-
tinuing repression and failure in
Itz foreign policy are obvious, and
major : above all In the zones of
tension along Its borders, in
Eastern Europe and China. At the
same time, however, the USSR
has also intervened successfully
in recent years to sustain popular
upheavals across a wide range of
more distant international thea-
tres. |In Latin America, the Cuban
Revolution owes its flourishing
eccnomic survival in large part
to Sovlet aid. In Africa, timely
Russian air-lifts have saved the
Angolan and Ethiopian Revolutions
from foreign invasions. In Asia,
Soviet equipment clinched the

final victory of the Vietnamese
Revelution."

These views tally with those
expressed by Fred Halliday in an
article on ‘The arc of revolutions:
Iran, Afghanistan, South Yemen,
Ethiopia® published in Mo. 4 Vol
20 of *Race and Class'-a [ournal

for black anb ‘'Third World'
llberation, edited by Sri Lankan
A. Sivanandan for the Institute

of Race Relations (Britain and the
Transnational Institute.) While the
entire article was reproduced In
the pages of the Lanka Guardian
some months ago, one of Halliday's
conclusions bears repetition, given
the current climate of opinion
among this country's intelligentsia
following the recent events in
Afghanistan. Halliday wrote:

“The major military initiatives
of the Soviet Union in the third

world have been positive ones,
designed to assist revo'utionary
movements that have already

achleved state power or are well
advanced towards doing so. The
regimes in Ethiopla, Afghanistan,
South Yemen and earlier, Cuba,
fall into the former category,
that in Angola and Vietnam the
latter. Even In these two latter
cases state power had already
been formally, If not practically,
achieved. These Initiatives are
the main instances of what Russia's
critics call  its ‘expansionism’,
but In every case the revelution-
ary movement has gone a long
way before substantial Soviet aid
appeared and the military aid
has been used by the countries
in question to achieve legitimate
national rights. In fact, the
caution not the ‘expansionism’,
of Soviet military aid has been
criticized by revolutionaries
glswhere. The Russians can be
rebuked for their failure to
assist other movements that
needed their help, not for
what they have done..........
Those on the left who are em-
barrassed by, or who denounce
as ‘imperialist’ this limited Soviet
assistance to  regimes in Cuba,
Vietnam, South Yemen, Ethiopia
and Angola, must reflect that



without it these regimes would
almost certainly have been over-
thrown by the counter-evolution-
ary forces, armed and to a con-
siderable extent organised by the
USA. The roles of these two
countries-misleadingly equated as
‘superpowers'-are therefore quite
l:r:lntrar}l'." ‘

Halliday winds up with the
assertion that;

“The revolutionary and demo-
cratic forces emerging in the
‘Third World" have to deal with
the Soviet Union. Few can exist
on their own, They have to
develop a working relationship
with the USSR, in which they
derive what advantages they can
without accepting the priority
of all Soviet demands.” — U. K

JRS 50
(Cantinued from Page 5)

On the one hand there are the
Premadasa group who want rural up-
liftment and not massive capital-
intensiveenerg}r-ccnsumingproiec:s
like the FTZ and the Mahawell,
Then there will be one group
that will press for concessions
to the masses in response to the
oppesition, while the other group
will lean more and more on the
police.

CWC on Constitutional . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

“Breaking up picket lines by strang
arm methods sMacks strongly of autha-
ritanianism  and  anti-working  class
manouvers.  This alss  nullififes the
constitutional gaurantee of such fun-
damantal rights as freedom of associ-
ation and expression.

“Wednesday's Incident becomes a||
the more serious in the light of the
fact that assault had taken place while
the police were locking on. Because
the picketeers were opposed to  the
Gove or that their campaign was
directed against the Gove is no reaton
for any one to take the law in to
their own hands and resort to violence
o dissuade them from dojng so,

“We shall be most gratsfyl if the
Misereants are apprehended, brought
to book and dealt with severely so
that it would have a3 salutary effect an
these antl trade union elements whao
try to break up demonstrations by
undemocratic means and thys bringing
the Government into disrepute,*’
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PAKISTAN

ARMS AND ALMS — Zia’s survival game

he passing glory of the

Islamic  summit, the more
secure guarantees of US arms and
meney, and the predictable pro-
mise of Chinese support now
appear to be General Zia's last
hepe. His record of false and
broken promises, especially about
elections, is endless. All his
shady deals with pelitical parties,
factlons and prominent personali-
ties have come unstuck. With
each move, his manoeuvres to
give his regime some semblance
of popular backing have been
exposed as being motivated solely
by his own desire for survival,
With each failure, he has turned
the screw harder until repression
has bcome the eorder of the
day. As a result, his regime
has alienated every significant
section of political opinion in the
councry.

This process of alienation has
left him a narrow power-base, a
Punjabi military-bureaucratic cli-
que. (S5ee Selig Harrison).
Cempeunding his political trou-
bles is  Pakistan’s  economic
slewation, With a eritical balance
of payments position, Pakistan has
lived these past years on foreign
loans and ‘aid’,

He has only one thing in his
favour. His obsession with his
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own survival (a2 matter of life-and
~death for Bhutto's executioner)
coincides with President Carter's
own overwhelming concern for
re-election,

Faulted for *‘weak' ‘‘immature
and  “shilly-shally'"  presidency,
Mr. Carter has suddenly emerged
as a tough-minded sabre-rattling
leader whose pugnacious postures
push up the points in the popu-
larity polls. It is this pre-election
gimmickry which his principal
challenger Senator Kennedy has
denounced as jrresponsible and
artificlally induced ‘war hysteria’.
The Sunday Times (London)
calls it ‘the new cold war',

While no serious observer of
the emerging geo-strategic picture
of the [970's npeeded more evi-
dence of the Washington-Peking
—lslamabad axis, the recent visits
te Fakistan of Chinese foreign
minister Huang Hua, and Mr.
Carter's top adviser Dr. Brzezinskl
has to be placed beside another
event which is of immense signi-
ficance to the whole region. It
Is the dramatic comeback of Mrs.
Gandhi and her reference to
India's “‘abiding friendship” with
the USSR.

Since the days of Kissinger's
(now notorious) - “tilt" towards

(General Zig-ul Hug's
term of service in the Pakis-
tani army, lils only substan-
tive past when le assumed
dictatorial powers, comes Io
an end in March, The man
wha named himsell President
now runs his country as Chief
| Martial Law  Administrator.

Will he retire? [If not, what
| will the other generals do?)

Pakistan, US arms aid to that
country has provoked the deepest
misgivings in Delhl. Every report
coming out of the Indian capital
focusses attention on two develop-
ments; (a) the closer coordination
of US, Chinese and Pakistani
policies in this area and (b) the
military muscle which this relation-
ship will acquire with the re—
arming of Pakistan, the proposed
expansion of facilities in Diego
Garcia, the enlarged US naval
force and the peossible creation
of a new ‘strike force' In the
Gulf area,

Would

arms

this resule in a new
race on the subcontinent?
Would it lead to a counter-res-
pense in Soviet naval activity
and Increased big power rivalries?
Should this happen, .it would not

FRAGILE REGIME

There is an even more delicate
problem: can President Carter’s pov-
ermmment, in the wake of the Iran |
| fiasco, be s=en to  bhe bolstering a

fragile regime which has flogped poli-

ticians and journalists into submission
| and which probably has the capability
of making & nuclear bamh?

Pakistan’s last balance-of-payments |
deficit was 5 1,200 million, Last year
it relied on § 1,000 million in inter-
national aid, iwo thirds of it from the
West, Politically, too, it is utistable, |

| Zia's government s unpopular. and
if an election were held he wonld

| prabably lose. In Lahore last week |

‘ there were antli-government demons-

trations, and from Raluchistan pro-
vince there arereports of pro-Soviet
| demonstrations.
ANDREW STEPHEN — (Sunday
Times) reporting fron [slamabad.




only Increase tensions In the
region but prove a major setback
to the Indian Ocean peace zone
idea, Mext year Colombo will
host the first meeting of the
littoral states.

The initial US offer of 400
millien dollars worth of arms was
poch-poched by Ziaas ‘peanuts™.
How much is he after? Dr.
Brzezinski has spoken of the
1959 US-Pak defence agreement.
It was Pakistan's CENTO member-

ship and its manifestiy military
allgnments which led India to
consistently  (and  successfully)

oppose Pakistan's moves to come
closer to the nonalignment move-
ment.

Last year, Pakistan, like Iran
another CENTO member, Joined

the NAM. What will be India’s
reactlon If the old military
allgnments are revived!

SEPARATIST FORCES |

The Baluchiz, Pushiuns and the Sin-
dhis ancestral homelands cover 72%; of
Pakistani territory. All three of these-
| groups contend with varying degrees
of justice that they are excluded from
their fair share of political and econo-
mic power by a Punjabi-controlled
military and bureaucratic autocracy.
Increasingly, influential leaders among
all three groups have been exploring
the possibilities for winning their inde-
pendence with foreign help, whether
from the Soviet Unijon, the Arab
world, Todia or the West ...

The Punjabi-dominated Zia ul-Hag
regime has so far failed to take even
a modicum of the political and eco-
nomic steps needed to nutralize sepa-
ratist sentiment in the Baluchi and
Pushtun! aréas and thuos to facilitate
their effective military defence if this
should become necessary.

| The Pakistani Air Force used U.S.-
supplied Iranian ‘helicopters to  mmxe
Baluchi villages indiscriminately, lea-
ving a legacy of hatred that has merely
intensificd separatist feeling.

Domestically, it would strengthen

| the alrendy disportionaie power en-
joyed by the military in Pakistan,
Internationally, it would needlessly
srouse Indian fears that Islamabad
15 seeking to use the Afghan crisis to
bolsier ils power position  vis-u-vis
New Delhi.

— SELIG HARRISON
Washington Post. A Fellow af
the Carnegie Foundation for fater-
national Peace, Mr. Harrizon was
a veteran U, 8, corréspondent fn
Asia.

Zla has not made things easier
for Indo-Pak understanding. He
told Indian editor Kuldip Mayar
“How can we trusc her! (Mrs.
Gzndhi).

And on the opening day of the
Islamic summit. Zia referred to
the Kashmir issue and "the re-
storation of the rights” of the
Kashmiri people —the oldest and
the most abrasive Indo-Pak issue.

In the name of lslam, Zia is
holding his hand out for aid from
the oil-rich Gulf states, In the
name of security, he is appealing

for a new armoury of highly
advanced weapons.

What s most ecrucial Is that
this arms ald will go to a

politically and economically besei-
ged regime led by a desperate
man fighting for his own survival,
Thus the situatlon is fraught
with many dangers,

Zia seized power on the
premise of free and fair elections
and a rapld return to democracy.
His pledges became such a sour
joke that the CMLA (Chief
Martial Law Administrator) was
called 'Caneel My Last Announce-
ment''!  After 27 months of
dubious strategems and  plain
deceit, Zia allowed local elections
— and  then debarred Bhutto's
PPP. But the PPP fought under
another party banner "Awam
Dost (Friends of the People)
and won 709 of the seats. That
is why he could not dare hold
the Mov. |7 natienal election.
So much so that even Ashgar
Khan who imagined he could be
the next prime minister declared
that the people of Pakistan may
have to follow the example of
Iran and Afghanistan. Besides the
perennial problem of Baluchi and
Pushtun separatism, there is now
strong  resistance to the Zia
regime In the Sind and even in the
Punjab, where the man whom Zia
hanged is regarded as a martyr.

It was sajd of another Pakis-
tani geperal, Yahya [Khan, that
he presided over the division of
Pakistan into two. This old
soldier, up for retirement, may
beat the war drum in the hope
of holding on to his post, but
it may well be his destiny to pre-
silde over the disintegration of the
(west) Pakistan that we now know.
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NICARAGUA (6)

The dynamics of popular unity

by A. Special Correspondent

The Micaraguan revelutionary
experlence not only teaches
us the need for unity (which is
the maln lesson that Fr. Cardenal
bids us learn), but also that the
achievement of unity Is a process —
a process that Is erganic and dyna-
mic in character.

A curious yet significant feature
of the Lankan Left is that its
history is characterized by a total
absence of debate on questions of
Marxist philosephy. This poverty
of philesophy reflects itself in the
weakness of methodology. Maost
theoretical debates within the
Lankan Left are characterized by
the Inability of the protogonists
to grasp the dialectical method,
or, to express [t more correctly,
the inability of the protagonists
to uncover the dialectical manner
of the inner workings of all
phenomena in the universe. Thus,
problems of revolutionary strategy
(such as the stage of the revo-
lution, the question of the national
bourgeoisie, the United Fraont, the
question of peaceful and armed
forms of struggle) are debated in
a manner which reveals a static,
schematle, mechanistic and there-
fore profoundly undialectical concep-
tlon of political phenomena and
the underlying social reality. The
discussion on the stage of the
revolution for instance, proceeds
in a fashion which discloses that
few of the protagonists are aware
that the revolution Is both an
uninterrupted process as well as
one involving various stages cof
development. Rarely Is the revo-
lutlon conceived of in this dynamic
and dialectical manner. Rarely is
It understood that one stage of
the revolution ‘grows over’ into
the other, with the second stage
fulfilling as a by-product of its
own development, the remaining
tasks of the first, Seldom s it
comprehended that the revolution
is comprised of stages, each with
Its own class alignments and tasks,
and yet these stages are not

o

separated by a 'Chinese Wall.'

{Lenin).

The fallure to wunderstand the
revolution dialectically, as an ongo-
ing process organic in character,
is reflected equally clearly in the
various positions taken up on the
question of united fronts. Maoists
who hold that the stage of the
revolution Is MNew Democratic,
adhere to the ‘four class bloc
schema which Includes the so-
called natienal bourgeoisie. Trots-
k}rists, covert neo-Trotskyists and
sectarian  pseudo-Stalinists argue
that the soclalist revolution must
take place under the scle leader-
ship of the revelutionary party of
the proletariat, Trotskyists and
ossified ‘Stalinists’ who glimpsed
the danger of fascism articulate the
model of the ‘united working
class front' put forward by the
Comintern. Little effort s made to
understand the specificity of the
contemporary phenomenon which
Theotonio Dos Santos terms ‘dep-
endent fascism'. |If the nature of
peripheral social formations which
have as their hegemonic mode of
production a deminated/dependent
capitalism, 1s understood, so too
could the specificity of dependent
fascism be comprehended. This in
turn would result in a more creative,
flexible, and less ‘classicist con-
ceptualization of united fronts,
Nl‘caragua teaches us that there
Is no single model of the united
front which is walid throughout
the entire length of a revelutionary
stage. Popular unity isa living
organism, growing and metamor-
phosing as the revolutionary
process unfolds through its vari-
ous stages, phases, and sub-
stages of development. Further-
more, while the united front s
not a static entity, neicther (5 it
one-dimensional. Nicaragua shows
us that popular unity is a many-
layered and multidimensions] com-
plex comprising a whele network
of bloes, alliances and fronts, the
distinctions between which have

been ably drawn here s that
unity should not be conceived of
In terms of rigourously demarcated
classical models of united froncs
which are mechanistically counter-
posed to each other. Unity must
be understood as a living, growing
and complex organism. In fact
Lenin's presentations in the Com-
Intern, Antonio Gramscl's prison
writings, Trotsky's essays on
Germany 1929-32, Togliatti's Lec-
tures on fascism, and above all
Dmitrov's address to the seventh
Comintern congress in 1935, must
be appreciated for the masterplaces
they are, not so much for the
‘models’ of theunited front which
are derived from them, but rather
for the manner In which the
degree and form of unity concreti-
zed in the slogans presented s
related to a correct analysis of the
concrete  conjuncture  and  the
interests of the working class in
that specific conjuncture,

In his interview given to Granma
which we have referred to earlier
in this series, Humberto Ortega
tells us that 1977/78 was decisive
in that the FLSN’s various tend-
encies were able to consolidate
their unity around a single politica-
military programme, adopt a maore
flexible line which resulted in the
forging of broader alliances, and
embark on a strategic offensive.
As we shall see these three factors
were interrelated and mutually
supportive. The divergences wichin
the FSLN occured not only an
questions of milltary strategy, but
also on the question of the role
of various classes and strata In
that glven period of the revolu-
tion. In other words, the issue of
social and political alliances was
of fundamental significance in the
internal debate which led to the
split in 1975, Furthermore, the
questions of military strategy were
intimately, though not obviously,
linked to the questions of socio-
political alliances and the role of
various class forces. Tomas Borges'



Frolonged Peoples War' tendency
held to a more or less classical
model of rural guerilla warfare
which necessarily placed emphasis
on the need for political work
among the peasantry. Jaime Whee-
lock, returned from the heady
atmosphere to Santiago University
In the early seventies to lead the
Proletarian tendency’ which empha-
sized the need to maobilize the
working class and marginalized
social sectors in the urban areas.
The third tendency known as the
‘Terceristas’ (‘the third ones')were
also referred to as the “Insurrecci-
enistas'’ and is the most Interest-
Ing, since they combined a‘moderate
political programme with a military
strategy that placed heavy emphasis
upon the most advanced or ‘radical’
form of struggle-namely, that of
armed inzurrection. While the
‘Prolonged  Peoples War' and
‘Proletarian’ tendencies are perhaps
closest to each otherin terms of
Idealogy, it is the ‘Proletarian’
tendency and the ‘Insurreccionistas’
that drew closest togetherin the
course of the ‘'strategic synthesis’
that took place. The Insurrec-
cionistas leadership, in which the
Ortega brothers Daniel and Humber-
to figure prominently correctly
discerned the decomposition of the
power-bloc that had taken place
since 1972, recognised the existence
of a real cleavage between the
middle classes and the oligarchy.
They understood the need to win
over the intermediate ‘scrata and
the anti-5omoza bourgeois sectors,
To this end the ‘Terceristas’ formu-
lated a ‘moderate’ soclal-democratic
type minimum programme, while
establishing organisational |links
with the middle class and bourgeois
apposition groups. The question
of hegemony the ‘Terceristas’ resol-
ved by adopting and putting into
practice the most radical le. Insurrec-
tionist, form of armed struggle.
How this dialectic operated in
actual fact we shall examine ina

while. The emphasis the ‘Terceri-
stas' placed on the strategy of
insurrection in the urban areas

Inevitably led to the appreciation
of the positions of the 'Preletarian’
tendency which emphasized cthe
role of the urban under privi-
leged (who as it turned out actually
bore the brunt of the armed
uprisings). The three Sandinista

tendencies finally converged upon
a single political programme and
military strategy, in which ‘Tercer-
ista’ thinking was the dominant
element,

The deleterious effeces of the
'75/'76 split were overcomes and
the Sandinistas new [nitiativas
bore fruic when an entity known
as the Group of Twelve (or simply
The Twelve) was formad, and
called openly for Nicaraguans to
|oin the armed struggle. The
twelve comprised respacted
ciergymen, intellactuals and liberal
businessmen. Many of these were
representatives of political organi-
sations,

At this point US imperialism
attempted to intervene politically
and diplomatically, with a view to
co-opting the bourgeols sectors
of the antl-Somoza opposition,
balstering them asa 'third force
counterposed both to the decripit
Somoza dynasty (which had not
merely outlined les usefulness but
had become a liability) as well as
to the Sandinistas. These efforts
were in keeping with a strand of
thinking within U. 5, foreign policy
in the post-war period which
sought to replace the oligarchies
with the national bourgecisies as
its chlef neocolonial ally, push
through capitalist ‘modernization’
in place of quasi-feudal relations
of production, build up bourgeais
democracy and effect reforms to
expand the sacial basis of capitalist
regimsas and thereby defuse crises.
These efforts and reformist pro-

grammes must not be seen as
rigidly separate fram or totally
contary to the other aspect of
post-war L. 5. glabal policy 1. e,

open counter-revolutionary inter-
vention. After all as Lenin sald
in article en ‘The Differences in
the European Labour Movement'
(1910): =

... Inevery country the bourgeo=
Isle inevitably devised two systems o
rile, to meathads of fighting for itz
intarests and maintaining its dominatian,
and thess methods at times succeed
each other and at times 2re interwoven
in ¥arious combinacions. The firse of
these is the methnd of farce the mathod
which rejeces all concesslans to  the
labour mavement, the method of supportc-
Ing all the ald and absolute inititutions,
the method of irreconcilably rejecting
reforms.  Such i the nature of the
canservative policy which In Wastern

Eurape s becoming less and lass a
policy of che [andowning classes and
more and more one of the varisties of
bourgeois policy in general. The sccond
methad s the mechod of *‘Liberalism®,
of steps towards the development of
political rights, towards refarms, conces-
sions, and so firth, The bourgeoisie
passes from one method to the other.
not because of the malicious Intent of
Individuals, and not accidentally, but
awling to the fundamencally contradicrory
nature ol Itz own  position.., In
consequence vacillations in the tactics of
the bourgeoisie, transicions to the system
of apparent  concesslons have been
charateristic of the history of all
European countries during the [asc half
century, the various councries develop-
ing primarily the application of the one,
method or the other at definite periods,’

This holds wvery true of US
imperialism's hegemonlstic world
pelicy in the post [945 period.

Lenin made the further point
that no crisis  is  absolutely
Insurmauntable for the bourgeoisie
and that in the event of the
proletariat proving incapable of
decisive intervention, the ruling
classes would utillze a judiclious
mixture of reform and repression
to overcomz the crisis and attain
a stabilization, however temporary,
of the system. Lenin's analyses
and  implicit categorizations of
various types of crisis situations
is totally alien to the simplistic
dichotomies and apocalyptic denoue-
ments which charaterize the fantasy
world of Trotskyism. (Micholas
Krasso was correct when he descri-
bed Trotsky's theory of Permanent
Revolution as a vision of a
“'metaphysical carnival of insurrec-
tions” resulting from the capitalist
crisls. Krasso also criticizes Trotsky
for ignoring the massive structural
‘blockages’ in the course of history
and reducing Instead the ‘crisis of
humanity’ to a ‘crisis of [eader-
ship’).

Why then was U, 5. imperialism
unsuccessful in imposing a bourgeo-
is solutlon to the Nicaraguan
crisis?  Why didn't the bourgeois
alternative appear as the more
viable option to the Micaraguan
masses!  How did the FSLN suceed
in resolving the crisis in a revo-
lutionary fashlon? These questions
in themselves reveal the total
incapacity of Trotskyism to under-
stand the revolutions in  the
periphery. In their analyses of
what they continue ta misleadingly
term the ‘colonial revelutions',



Trotskyists eitherignore the role
of bourgeols fractions or assume
a priori that the very presence
of such social sectors would Inevi-
tably result in bourgeois hegemony.

Even a journal like ‘lnprecorr
Intercontinental Press’ published
by Mandel's USec and George

Movak's SWP, and usually given
to moderately sensible commentaries
on international events, featured
‘analysis’ on MNicaragua by the
Latin American Trotskyisc leader
Fansto Amader which drew a
grotesque portrait of bourgeois in-
fluence within and upon Sandinista
thinking, Amador's ‘critique’ of
Sandlnista military strategy and
political programme was contained
In four articles published in
‘Intercontinental Press' issues of
Nov 2lst 1977, June [9th 1978,
October |6th 1978 and June llth
1979. Symptomatic of his line of
argumentation is the following
sentiment excerpted from the
October '78 Issue of Interconti-
nental Press/Inprecorr; “Will the
revnlutiunar}r PrCI'I:ESE Eﬁd in a
decisive defeat for the mass move-
ment because of errors by the
leadership! That is certainly a
danger, and the lack of a revolu-
tionary leadership assumes* still
more tragic dimensions in view of
this possibility..The Sandinistas’
programme, alliances and govern-
mental slogans represent serlous,
perhaps even mortal, dangers to
the revolution. The counter-revo-
lution will raise 1ts head and wilj
have to be fought within the
Sandinista camp."

The Micaraguan people and thelr
revolutlonary vanguard, the FSLN
has passed Itsverdict on Trotskyists
and Trotskyism-one of the victe-
rious FSLM's first acts was to
forcibly deport hundred Trotskyists
and jail a further two hundred....

We for our part can state

conclusively that the FSLN's slogan

12

calling for the formation of a
national government  centering
around the ‘group of twelve' was
a correct one, since it was a
concrete governmental slogan which

did not greatly outpace, but
rather, gave expression to the
strivings of the mass movement,

This slogan was an integral part
af the FSLM's effort te broaden

Its support base and popular
appeal so as to encompass all
democratic  and patriotic soclal

classes, strata and political forma-
tions. The FSLN's stand on this
score was not merely correct but
also necessary and its moves led
to a decisive changein the correla-
tion of political forces on a national
as well as continental scale, against
the oligarchy. ‘Forge and streng-
then the unity of the working
masses win over or neutralize
the vacillatory inter-mediate strata,
identify and isolate the main
enemy.” It is this operational
principle that was set forth by
Lenin in his ‘Two Tactics® and
reiterated in 'The Proletarian
Revolution and the Renegade
Kautsky', practised on a grand
scale by Stalin in World War 2
and summed up with characteristic
brilliance by Maoc in his slogan:
“Unite the many, defeat the few.’

While uniting all the forces
that could be united, the FSLN

succeeded In achleving hegemony
within this broad popular bloc
that was rapidly crystallizing, by
coupling the Iimportant require-
ment of winning over or neutraliz-
ing the anti-imperialist, antj
dictatorial sectors of the bourgeo-
Isie, with the task of armed
struggle to forcibly smash the
repressive state apparatus of the
bourgeolsie. In the dialectic of
these two tasks, it is the latter
that was (correctly) held to be
the ‘primary aspect’, Practising the

critigque by arms, seizing the
infative at  decisive momeants
through bold armed actions and

maintaining this initiative, proved
the key to Sandinista hegemony.

Packaging
Ly our

prolession

MULTI-PACKS
(CEYLON)
LIMITED

RATMALANA,




WORLD POLITICS (3)

Foreign policy and US ideology

by Mervyn de Silva

he Rhodesian problem was a

trifle anyway when compared
to the Palestinian question and its
ever—widening ripple-effect on the
oil-rich Middle East.

The UN recognises the PLO.
Austria's (Jewish) Chancellor Kreis-
ky embraces Arafat who is also
treated like a visiting premier by
many Eureopean countries. While
official recognition by sevaral
Eurcpean states is a strong possibi-
lity in 1980, a controversy over
a confidential chit-chat with the
PLO's Terzi provoked Ambassador

Andy Young to quit Carter’s
team. And US blacks and many
churches have become open

supporters of the Palestinian cause,
All this may make even knowledga-
ble students forget that Justc over
a decade ago, the ‘Palestinian issue
waa regarded as a question of
“refugees'’. Today it is a question
of nationhood.

More, it is not only the western
world but the most conservative
of Arab states which have had,
in theirown interest, to accomodate
the PLO. At the beginning of
the decade, King E’Iusse]n, the
West's stoutest Arab ally among
the 'confrontation’ states, massacred
the fedayeen in the {nfamous
Black September. The same
Hussein Joined the other Arab
leaders In denouncing Sadat's
treachery over Camp David and
endorsed Egypt's expulsion from
the Arab League. The armed
Palestinian  presence radicalised
the under-privileged Moslems in
Lebanon until cheir fight with
the rightwing Israel-supported
Christians tore asunder the fragile

structure of that ‘confessional
state’,

The Palestinian cause is ne
longer confined to statehood.

The Palestinians have become the

vanguard of the Arab social
revolution, frightening not just
lsrael and the West but the
kings and the shelks. Spread

across the Middle-East, Palestinian
brains and guns have become a
major political factor in the area.
It was the PLO flag thac was
unfurled over the lsraeli embassy
Immediately after the Iranian
revolution,

Limits of power

Vietnam dramatised the limites
of US power. Acliche. Analysing
Its consequences for US policy,
Maom Chomsky sounded a salucary
warning on how easily this could

be misunderstood. In 1955, 3
prestigious US  study  group,
Chomsky reminds, us Identified

the primary threat of ‘communism’
as the economic ctransformation
of the secialist countries “in
ways which reduce their willingness
and ability to complement the
industrial economies of the YWest”.

This, Chomsky concludes, remains
as astute summing-up of the
essential aims of US policy, although
the statement needs to he re-
worded, Of course, terms like
“American foreign policy" ""Ameri-
can  power’  ''mational aims"
“national interest” and so on
can be misleading abstractions.
MNations do not behave from an

independent will of their own.
The exercise of power which
results In  national decisiens s

an extension of the effective
authority of rulers and dominant
groups, and their corporate inter-
ests. Policy can never be separated
therefare from social and economic
components, from the actual
structure of power and the control
over Institutions In  American
society,

True, Nixon's inaugural address
was significantly different in content
and tone from Kennedy's. US
power cannot be freely deployed
in any manner, anywhers, atany

time. Yet, notes Chomsky., the
official or governing Ideology
supports ‘the will to exercise

dominion® and this translated into

policy means that US policy
Ymust prevent any region from

extricating itself from the US-
doeminated global system and
thereby releasing its resources,

human and material, for develop-
ment gulded by internal needs'.

Sub-system

Recognising the limits of power,
assassing basic its  implications,
especially the conscraints it Impo-
sed on policy and decision-making
in crises of varying importance,
Kissinger and others prepared for

the '70s new designs and new
structures to support American
globalism. Certaln  conceputal

changes, new approaches, shifts in
emphasis, and Innovative instru-
ment could be broadly identified:
a) A general shifc from land to
sea-based strategies. b) Avoidance
as far as possible of permanent
bases with the presence of US
troops particularly in countries
where politics and public opinion
may become an embarrassement.
¢) The milicary and economic
build-up of selected medium-size

powers which could act as re-
gional gendarmes — lran, Indone-
sia, Zaire, Brazil ect. In short,

a sub—system., d) Special atten-
tion to specific problems of high
—intensity, and the concentrated
effort to find ‘political-diplomatic’

solutions e. g. Middle-Easc. Con-
tingency plans for unforseen
‘threats to security’ and ‘force-

projection’ problems e. g. creation
of new fleets (S5th Fleet), special
‘strike’ or ‘task’ forces (Caribbean,
Gulf etc) fire—engine theories.

Carter inherited these Ideas
and worked on them, though
‘trilateralism’ and ‘human rights’

were cosmetic touches that might
have given WS policy a ‘new face’.
Camp David was the logieal out-
come of Kissinger's step-by-step
diplomacy.  Though  everybody
paid lip service to the Palestinian
issue as the ‘crux of the Middie
East  problem’, it was given
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secondary Iimportance. OF pri-
mary concern was the fact that
the US addressed its mind to the
problem as an inter—state question,
with occupied lands, and lsraeli
security as the ‘chips’. In the
first instance, a settlement bet-
ween lIsrael and Egypt, the major

Arab power, and then Jordan
and hopefully Syria. ‘Autonomy’
*self-governing unit' etc. on the

West Baak was an attempt to
‘Bantustanise’ the Palestinian Issue,
With the anti-US uprising in lran,
the Israell-Egyptian tie—up has
become of paramount Importance,
with Sadat cpenly offering bases
and showing a willingness to play
local policeman.

To conclude, a personal re-
miniscence, If | may. In mid-
1975, | was a member of *foreign
participants at a four day collo-
quim on “US AFTER VIETNAM —
forelgn perspectives” at Wing-
spread, a famed conference centre.
The symposium was sponsored
by Washington's internationally
reputed Georgetown Centre for
Strategic Studies which Dr. Kis-
singer served for a brief period
immediately after the last elec-
tions, -

| posed a questien about the
viability of the sub-system and
the presumed stability of Its

praps? Wasn't this stability illu-
sory? Wealth, growth, military
strength, the apparent lack of
oppesition...... did these really

imply social and political stability}
Challenged to cite a specitfic
case, | said “lran®. | could see
that almost everybody (except the
chairman, Dr. Ken Myers, a
fine scholar) toock it to be a
deliberately  provocative reply,
with a touch of bravura doubtless,

On the flight back to Wash-
ington | was seated next to one
of the leading particpants at the
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seminar, a very Interesting person
whose name keeps cropping up
as often In TIME and MNEWSWEEK
as In academlc Journals. Ray
Kline was at one time Deputy

Director of the C. |. A.

Mr. Kline pursued the question
with utmost seriousness, intellec-
tual detachment and vigour. The
CIA's unsavoury reputation has
been earned largely by the acti-
vities of its Dirty Tricks Depart-
ment, or covert operaticns. It
has an equally important function,
intelligence gathering and analysis.

Up to almost the week before
the Shah was forced Inte exile,
Mr. Carter was publicly defend-
ing and singing hls virtues., YVhen
Iran was ‘*'lost’, as they say,
many influential Americans bla-
med the CIA, bur the CIA,
for its part, claimed that its
work of intelligence—gathering was
sericusly hampered by restrictions
placed on it by the White House
and State Department. The CIA
was not allowed to keep contact
with the Shah's critics and opp-
onents — on the express command
of the Shah, agreed to by the
LS.

Carter whose apparent contribu-
tien to US foreign pelicy was
“morality’” (human rights) had
been the enthusiastic supporter
of what Senator Kennedy recently
described as one of the most
corrupt and brutal regimes In
contemporary history. This doas
not mean that Carter Is not a
good Christian or that hisintentions
were dishonest. It only means
that US-lran relations had other,
firmer, more substantial foundations
— the Interests of those who
control American Institutions, and
exercise corporate power. Can
those interests be reconciled with
the real interests of Third World
peoples or will clashes of interest
influence the nature, scale and
intensity of conflict in the [980's?

The business of Amerieca, =aid
Coolidge, Is business. Thizaphorism
may best explain why in the '70s
the US perfermed so peorly in
the business of managing the world.

With 56 years of
experience and tradition
behind us C.W. Mackie &
Co. Ltd., offers you the
expertise In export of
Sri Lanka's traditional
and non-traditional
products. Not only that,
our well established
Import Department with
It's competent know how
create that unlque
atmosphere for

international trade,

C. W. Mackie &
Co. Ltd,,

36, D. R. Wijewardene
Mawatha,

Colombo.

Telephene:
34446, 34447, 34448, 34449

Telex: 1209




WHO’S SUBSIDISING WHOM?

by U. Karunatilake

: ne track mindedness is the
Omain feature today of the
political seene. The cliches |ike
consumer protection, free market,
free society, and even free arrest
and detention have led up only
one track-maximum private profic
to a minority at maximum cost
to you and me.

Take safety matches for instance.

The so—called outcry was that
the box of local matches sold
at 5 ets. was of poor quality.

So the consumer protection champs
got busy and Imported matches
at four times the cost, Though
the match boxes that came in
. were not loaded with high
quality matches, the Invoices
certainly were, much to the
satisfaction of certain people.

MNobody important has ralked
of quality since then though you
and me (and Appuhamy) finds
that his Imported match breaks
in two when struck or flares out
within seconds or drops Its red
hot head in shame on the importad
fifty rupee sarong. Worse still,
when Appuhamy, sadder but
wiser, decldes to go back to his
old local brand of matches he
finds that the price Is no longer
5 cts. [t is as expensive as the
imported variety. !

Who has benefitted?

When the bulb of Appuhamy's
rurally electrified shack gets fused
of an evening while the family
Is settling down to its home
work, he remembers that it s
the bulb Andoris sold him a few
days ago at the kade saying that
It was an Imported ‘Pilix’ and
though costing five rupees would
last for five years. So until con-
sumer protected Appuhamy gets
his salary advance from the rubber
estate, his family has only day

light for home work. Kerosens
and candles of course have
suddenly  become such  luxu-

riess that only the big homes in

Colembo hatha can afford them.
When he gets his salary
advance and goes for his local

bulb, he gets ashock. The local
bulb Is also now five rupees.

So much for consumer protec-

tion and free import. Between
the gallant Importers on one
hand and the cheerful local
manufacturers on  the other,
Appuhamy will seon be left to
end for a family of school dro-
pouts, who even If they could
afford an imported five rupee

bulc every now and then, would
perhaps be unable to afford the
Imported  box of instruments,
imported paint box and brushes,
imported crayons, imported dis-
secting ser, and imported box of
weights. What dissecting instru-
ments and box of weights for
yokels like Appuhamy anyway.
May be, but what about the five
rupee monitor's books, mentioned
clearly In the neat book list.
(Don't come to school without
those, now that the text books
are free).

The bad old days, three years
ago, when Appuhamy cursed in
the queue while walting for the
eighteen cent exercise books
seems like a life—time ago. There
was the man who told him that
everything was high quality now,
lenty of gloss on the outside.

nside, like the exercise books,
everything was very much the
same,

The switches of the sleek

imported electric torches did not
function after three months. The
paint flaked off the smarc, impar-
ted bieycle, and the imported
electrical fittings wused recently
for wiring his rurally electrified
shack were all malfunctioning as
though unused e a hot climate.

All these things, part of the
simple technology of the simple
life he led, had shot up into the
luxury price bracket since ‘free
import” became the gospel, in
spite of the fact that chey had
all been made locally to accepted
standards and had cost only a
few rupees a short while ago.

The bicycle had shot up from
Rs. 350/~to Rs. 750/-. The ele-
ctric torch from Rs. 10/~ to Rs.

30/=, the lamp bulb from Rs.
2.00 to Rs. 5.00, the light switch

from Rs. I/~ to Rs. 15/~ and a
main switch from Rs. 30/~ to
Rs. 100/-.

Appuhamy does not of course
know anything about loading of
invoices but the authorities do.
For the first time however the
authorities  have to  contend
with price loading by countries
that have provided consumer aid.
They may have to turn a blind
eye to this but are they as
powerless against the flood of
substandard  imports that are
peuring In?

Let us take electrical switch
gear and cables, When there was
Import substitution some of chese
items were manufaccured in Srl
Lanka to standard specifications
that were internationally accepta-
ble, so much so, cthat Lankan
manufacturers were able to export
these Items to countries, where
unlike Sri Lanka, these specifica-
tion were strictly enforced.

Today under the slogan of
liberalization even such items are
imported into Lanka. Tha per-
formance of the imported items
however makes it quice apparent
that they are the quality control
rejects of foreign factories being
dumped here.

Where are the safeguards?
What is there to prevent our
multimillion rupes loans being
used on the Import of factory
rubbish from the WWest and
lapan in ‘the guise of ‘hard’
consumables and capital goods.
There are absolutely no regula-
tions and no administrative safe-
guards to prevent either the
consumer or the State being
swindled in this massive Influx
of sub standard goods on
‘liberalized’  private, import and
on Government tender. Perhaps
there are still a few constraints
on tender procedure, hence the
cry for ‘liberalization' of tender
procedure.
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As far as the foreign institu-
tions are concerned, they have
rigged up the system and deployed
subservient  officlals  of under
developed countries for efficient
resiphoning of the credit they
provide.

So you buy your electrical
transformers from England at
£5000 and not from Indla at

£1000, your tractors from Canada
at £ 3000 instead of Yugoslavia

at £ 1000, even though the
transformers in India, and the
tractors in Yugoslavia are being

produced under licence from the
same multinationals as in England
and in Canada. Thisis ‘liberaliza-
tion’ of trade. So what happens
when credit obtained  so
dearly under the most disadvan-
tageous conditions like devaluation
on one hand and lifting of the
tarifis that protect local manufac-
ture on the other, is used to
purchase the quality control
rejects from the production lines
of the West and Japan!

Development becomes a myth.

The thousand million rupee
budgets so fondly presented ro
the people have claimed to be
B0% investment, 1854 basic con-
sumption and 2%, luxury. It is
time the 803, Investment was
analysed in terms of Intrinsic
value. Who determines the real
value of investment In an unreal
aura of deliberately boosted
inflation?

Inflatien artificially suscained by
corruption, forced devaluation,
and leaded invoicing of channeled
capital goods from favoured
sources. Also Insistance by loan-
ing agencies on the systematic
destruction of all local incentives
for import substitution either In
the way of er.g[uipmen:, spares, or
consumer goods?

A tragic example of the
unbearable ‘development’ burden
being loaded on the masses s
the urea fertilizer project, which
was first sancrioned on tender
at Rs. 200/~ milllon and then,
in violation of all tender proce-
dure quickly loaded up to Rs.
2,000/= million. At the comple-
tion of the projecc we are
Informed that the cost of produc-
tion of urea will be higher than
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the imported cost of urea, that
there will be a nett foreign ex-
change loss If the Maphtha from
our refinery Is diverted as raw
material for production of urea,
and that the plant and process
Installed Is, in any case, obsolete!

If this Is the pattern of capital
investment on ‘Industrializacion’
it will be interesting to have a
look at the traditional sectors
of production-the rice fields and
the plantations. The cost of
fercilizers and agrochemicals is so
convenlently covered by a smoke
screen of subsidies that nobody
stops to question why these
chemical Imports are, in fact, so
costly and if they areso costly,
what, without subsidies, is the
actual cost of the crops. The
smoke screen is not merely one
of subsidies, it extends into a
hazy region of Aid-Aid for pur-
chase of obselete and dangerous

agrochemicals from the chemical
giants In the West. Aid for
the purchase of fertilizer from
the collapsing fertilizer giants,
Ald designed to pull Nitrogen
fixation on one hand, Phosphate

and Potassium mining and pro-
cessing on the other out of the
sure recession it is plunging into
as a result of the energy crisis.

When we see our peasants and
our plantation workers,  half
starved and half clothed, strug-
gling to use expensive agroequip-
ment and chemicals in a back-
ground of poverty and debt, we
think of these subsidies and
inevitably ask ourselves, who s
subsidising whom!

Aren't our poor peasants in
their willages and the slaves on
the plantations subsidising with
their drudgery and poorly re-
warded toil, with lives sacrificed
to malnutrition on one hand and
toxic chemicals on the other, the
recession hit industrial giants of

the west and their brown fifth
column In our country.
The people have been talked

out of all their real subsidies-the
only subsidies that assured them
of a certain minimum measure of
welfare, wvia food, sanitation,
education and housing-in order
that their labour can sustain an
uninterrupted inflow of goods and

sarvices from a depression ridden
weast. The subsidies have now
shifted to these goods and services
in the name of development.
Have the subsidies on these
imports stimulated growth? They
may have stimulated flagging out-

pucs in the West, but do not
appear to have had any impact
so far on our outputs of rice,
tea, coconut, or rubber. Worse
still in the villages some of our
more credulous peasants, who
have been talked Inte buying

small agro hardware like pumps,
two wheel tractors and sprayers,
on credit, have them hung upin
the barns or parked under the
jak tree in the garden, because
they have become unserviceable
even before the loan was paid up.

With inflation, spares and re-
pairs cost more then they paid
for the item itself. They say that
In some villages the pecple are
waiting with crowbars and rocks
for the glib lapanese and the
sleek well fed local salemen, who
ave the ‘demonstrations’. In the
azaar towns the mudalalis who
actually sold the hardware hayve
their answer ready. They have
an oil pecition to OPEC on the
counter for any protessting villager
to sign. When the cost of a
two wheel tractor front axel goes
up from Rs. 50/~ to Rs. 500/-
they have the oll petition ready.
This they say Is all the fault of
the Arabs, just put your signature
there and let us see what Hameed
Sahib will be able te do on his
next trip.

In the plantations—the State
Plantation Corporation scheme
for replacing labour lines with
cottages has slowed down to a
standstill. WWas this a subsidy or
was it paid for by sweat and
toill The mortality and school
drop out figures on the planta-
tions have suddenly shot up
glving a frank indication of the
‘quality of life' we can soon ex-

pect in 5ri Lanka. Real wages
on the plantations have declined
by 50% in spite of the much
publicised cost of living and
devaluation wage hikss. On top
of this has come the shattering
blow-the removal of subsidies.

(To be concluded)



VICTORIA PROJECT — Development
without destruction

by L. W. Mediwake

he Victoria Project planned

by the Government under the
Mahawell Development FProgram
is essentially a power project.
The proposed high dam would
store water ina massive reservoir
for the purpose of generating
hydro-electricity. Water discharged
from tunnels, sluice gates and the
spill would not irrigate any new
land. Only after this water enters
the Randenigala reservoir would
it be used for irrigation purposes.
While Hydro Pawer is useful in many
ways the price at which this power
is to be generated is something
that the whole nation should know
about. Few people in this coun-
try realize the magnitude of
the damage this particular pro-
ject would do to existing agri-
cultural, industrial and human
activity in the Dumbara Valley
by raising the bund to the height
of | ,437 feet M.5.L: wich the flood
level at |, 440 feet. The Victoria
Dam is to be constructed [n the
Eastern end of the Dumbara Valley.
This Valley is a broad relling plain
and Is earmarked to store all this
water and in the context of this
high dam every extra foot would
mean the innundation of thousands
of acres of the most valuable agri-
cultural land found in Sri Lanka.

The Planners and the executors
of this project seem to think that
the Mahaweliganga in this part of
the country Is a river flowing
through a mighty jungle like the
Amazon basin with some jungle
dwelling inhabitants and scattered
trading posts here and there. A
problem that could be easily solved
with some compensation and reset-
tlement elsewhere. For those who
do not know the Geography of

I The author was a flecturer

in Sri Lanka and in several
Universities abroad. A D.Sc
fram Bonn University, he was
one of the architects of the
Institute of Rural Technology.

this area It is warcthwhile mantion-
ing that Dumbara has a uniqus
climate without extremes of tem-
perature or rainfall throughout
the year. The soils are mostly fer-

tile sandy loam and non-waterlogg-

ing. All these factors have helped
to make it one of the most pro-
ductive and as a result, one of
the most densely populated areas
In Sri Lanka. The Mahaweliganga
while flowing through the valley
begins to drop midway from Hara-
gama through a series of cataracts
to Victoria Falls which incidant-
ally is also a cataract. The actual
dam site Is locaced just below the
point where the Huluganga enters
the Mahawell. With the construc-
tion of this high dam not only
would a major part of the low
lying land in Dumbara Valley
be innundated but every stream
and rivulet flowing into these
two rivers would innundate
further thousands of acres.

Long before the European plan-
ters entered the Dumbara Valley
and its environments Dumbara was
famous for its agricultural crops.
crafts and a rich culcural heritage.
The European Planters realizing
the agricultural pentential, acquired
land and Introduced new crops Lo
enhance its agricultural value, Those
who advocate the VYictoria High
Dam may say after all thousands
of new acres are to be developed

in the new colonization areas to
compensate for this loss, Only those
connected with agriculture and
farming know that any crop cannot
be successfully grown anywhere
and what grows in the moderate
climate of Dumbara cannot be
grown in the hot dry zone with
a different type of climate and
soil structure. Furthermore the
agricultural practices found in the
Dumbara Yalley is not subsiscence
farming, as in the Dry Zone but

advanced agricultural cropping pat-
terns and practices as seen In the
estatas, homasteads and market
gardans. Most of the market gar-
dens are equivalent to or even
better than in che laff na Peninsula.
While two acres of land is hardly
enough for a family to eke outan
existence In the dry zone halfan
acre of land in the Dumbara Valley
is enough for a family to live com-
forcably because of high value crops
and cultivation practices. What
grows in the Dumbara Valley is
cocoa, coffee, coconut, rubber,
Pepper, Kapok, Cloves, Sugar cane,
tobacco, vegztables and soft timber
variaties. While some of the pro-
duce is consumed in Sri Lanka
the restis exportad to earn valu-
able foreign exchange.

From the market girdens of
the Teldznlya reglon alone approxi-
mately six million rupees of vege-
tables are dispatched annually to
the Colombo market in additlon
to what is consumed locally. From
the Haragama and Gurudeniya area
over two million rupees of vege-
tables are produced annually pri-
marily gourds, Pachola, Watakolu,
Karawila, ninety per cent of which
Is sent to Colomba. Without these
vegetables one can only imagine
the plight of the ordinary consu-
mer In Colombo. The extent of
prime agricultural land that would
be destroyed by this scheme is
over seven thousand acres. Of
this extent approximatly three
thousand acres is cultivated with
paddy, tobacco, vegetables and
other food crops. Approximately
two thousand acres with mixed
horticultural crops such as fruit,
cocoa, cocanut, pepper, cloves, cof-
fee, tubers and soft wood in vill-
age gardens and homesteads and
an approximately two thousand
acres In big and small estates
with cocoa, coffee, pepper, rubber,
coconut, sugar cane and soft wood.
The approximate net annual income
from! all forms of agriculture in
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this area would well exceed forty
million rupees. Furthermore ani-
mal husbandry units, crop process-
ing and curing establishments and
some of the largest plant nurseries
in the country would be wiped
out. In addition to the cultivation
of food and commercial crops,
this zame area supplies nearly ten
thousand pints of milk a day to
the National Milk Board and other
CONSUMmErs.

From close observation of
work connected with this pro-
ject one ean deduce that
socio-economic studies and basic
data has been haphazardly coll-
ected or not done at all, which
in fact is a prerequisite for all
such undertakings. Even the
final figures of the extent of land
going under water appeared only
a few weeks ago. In the entire
history of Sri Lanka's dam con-
struction worlk, whether medie-
val, colonial or post colonijal,
never has a project been under-
taken where so much of existing
highly developed productive wea-
Ith would be destroyed and dis-
locate so many thousands of
families at a time when rebuil-
ding and reconstruction is at
its most expensive level. Over

three thousand families may be

affected and a total population
of twenty thousand or more may
be rendered homeless,

The value of land, builldings and
other installations including infras-
tructure facllities would well ex-
ceed five hundred million rupees
and the annual income from all
sources exceed one hundred million,

In its geologlcal wealth, clay for
the brick industry, river sand for
canstructlon work, dolomite, mica,
gems and the latest find copper
near Teldeniya would be lost far
ever. A small developing country
like Sri Lanka cannot afford to
destroy wealth In any form for
the purpose of creating new wealth
whether it be electricity or any-
thing else. Five Rajamaha Viharas
or historic temples namely Meda-
mahanuwara, Bambaragzla, Rumbuk-
wella, Gonawatte and Kundasale
would either be innundated or
remain as isolated temples without
Dayakayas — the supporting laity.
Mumerous other Buddhist, Hindu
and Muslim places of worship and
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cultural sites would suffer the same
fate.

When the main theme of all
International Agencies connected
with development matters is “Deave-
lopment without Destruction™ It
ls difficulc to imagine that a pro-
Ject with such enormous Implica-
tlons Is pursued [n such haste
purely for the sake of producing
more electricity. In the United
states of America very recentlya
billion dollar hydro power dam
project was abandoned by Presi-
dential Order for the sake of saving
the tradicional life style of a tiny
variety of fish living only in that
part of the river. In California
and in many other parts of Wes-
tern Eurcpe the destruction or
the use of agricultural land for
any other purpose is prohibited,
U.5.ald the world's largest aid
glver Is supposed to have given
up bullding large dams In other
countries due to environmental and
other problems connected with
such undertakings. For thesevery
reasons Hydro-Power and River
Valley Development Schemes In
many advanced conntries are Inves-
tigited in depth and executad with
great caution.

In falrness to the Mahaweli
Development program such an array
of problems does not arise with
the Randenigala and the Kothmale
projects, Randenigala is perhaps
an ideal site because itisa valley
coverad with shrub jungle, chena
and a small extent of raln fed
paddy land,

The people of Dumbara Valley
hope that even in this ninety ninth
hour it is not too late for the
government to re-think about the
pros and cons of constructing the
Victoria high dam even though it
is to be constucted by an outright
grant from the British Gevernment,

The consultants and contractors
are only too happy to rush through
this program because they are only
concerned with making money for
themselves and to get away as
soon as possible. The ordinary
pecple of Sri Lanka have lived and
will continue to live without elec-
tricity but not without food they
could afford to buy., Thaose who
have unilateraly decided on a course
of action seem to think that any-

(Continned on Page 28)
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DEVELOPMENT (2)

How the dialogue was conducted

by Godfrey Gunatilleke

At the Inception of the project
there were extensive  discussi-
ons In regard tothe structure of the
dialogue. Some opinions favoured
a loosely structured dialogue which
ralsed afew general development
Issues and thereafter allowed the
respondent to range over a broad
field according to his specific
interasts.

Another alternative was to select
a few specific problems which
were relevant te the village and
thereafter unfold the development
dlalogue to cover the main deve-
lopment issues. In the case of
the former, experience of another
project had indicated that while
the outcome of the dialogue itself
may be interesting, there was a
tendency to traverse a whole area
in an Indiscriminate manner and
include problems both of an impor-
tant as well as of a trivial character,
The second approach would have
required much more preparatory
work if it was to produce satis-
factory results and could have been
organised during the period availa-
ble. Therefore the Institute deci-
ded that the household dialogues
should be organised’ round a
carefully deslgned structure which
“was to be made available to the
researcher in the form of a set of
questions and themes with guide-
lines.

These pguidelines directed the
dialogue to examine problems at
three levels —the level of the
household, level of the village
and level of the nation. Each house-
hold was expected to reflect on
their expectations for the future
of the household and how they
would perceive the better life to
which they aspire, what would be
their image of the desirable fu-
ture household in which they would
be members, In this section the
household was taken through the
main elements of a profile of
household aspirations. These in-

cluded the basic needs category
of food, clothing, housing, health,
education. The reseacher was
expected to- record what was
available to them In their present
conditions and thereafter attempt
to elicit how they saw the future
Increments te which they could
realistically  aspire, The word
“realistically’ is important in this
connection. The reseachers were
required to so establish the frame-
work for the dialogue that the
respondents are not permitted
to Indulge in ideal or utopian-type
projectlons of the future life. They
were to be brought down firmly
to the ground of their present
standards from which they were
to project the possible increments
to their well being. By and large,
the approach adopted has been
successful in containing the aspi-
rations withina framework which
might be regarded as realistic.

After an examination of those
components of material well-being
which also included prospects of
savings, Investment, future employ-
ment, the researcher was expocted
to take the household to other
areas of well-being of a more
qualitative and non-material charac-
ter. The householder was to be
questioned on the conflict bet-
ween traditional values, religious
beliefs and family tles on the
one hand, and wurban styles of
living and materialistic approaches
to life based on modern attitudes,
on the other. The householder's
views regarding education for his
children, employment outside the
village, the place of the temple,
the type of recreation, the styles
of living—Western versus trad]-
tional —were also to be obrained.
This part of the dialgoue was to
focus on the househslder's concept
of the desirable quality of life
the extent to which he held fsct
to some of the ctraditional values
such as close family ties, links with
the village, the Important place assi-
gned to religlon and religious

practices, the respect for village
customs and so on. To what
extent was he looking Inwards
to and improved life in the village,
to what extent outwards, seaking
to participate in the world out-

side in employment, education
status and so an?
The second section of the

questionnaire took the householder
to the issues relating to the villaga
as a whole. He was required
to project his own imaze of the
improvement to the village and
the desirable village of the future.
This again took the householder
through the whole spectrum of
economic, social, cultural, reli-
glous, environmental and institutl-
onal issues. The third section of
the questionnalire raised Issues of
a natfonal character. One set of
questions raised issues regarding
the model of develapment. Here
the reseacher was to raise general
questions as to the type of society
which was preferred the consume-
rism of the Western society with
ever Increasing consumption of
material goods or a more balanced
model in which there s dus
attentlon paid te man's non-material
needs—religious aad spiritual.

It was appreciated right at the
outset that this area of inquiry
would present numazrous diffizulcies,
First, the understanding of what
the WWestern model underlyin
the development process is waulg
be wvery wvague and fragmentary.
Most  househaolds would find it
difficult to respond to such questi-
ons at the willage level. But
ata more straightforward and simple
level the conflicts batween mate-
rialistic and  non-materialistic
values, tradition and modernity,
would evoke a response from
villagers, The national section also
dealt next with the political
issues — What kind of political
system they apt far — The compe-
titive party system with elected
representatives or alternative more
authoritarian forms of governmant!
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What was chelr attitude towards
democratic  freedoms and the
preservation of these freedoms!
How do they envisage greater
participation by the citizen?
What forms do they have in mind,

e.g. at the village level, at the
enterprise  level apd so on?
Another set of themes dealt

with the organistion of the eco-
nomy —What was their attitude
towards public ownership. Did they
favour a fully state—owning eco-
nomy or an economy in which
private enterprise is dominant, or
a mixed economy?

After the household dialogues
were completed the main conclu-
sions were to be discussed at a
village seminar which included
participants In household dialogue
as well as other selected discu-
ssants from the village.

The national dialogues were
organlsed on a different pattern.
It was not possible to structure
the discussion In terms of the
detailed and concrete Inguiry into
household expectations which was
adopted as the basis for the rural

dilogues. Instead, the seminar
discussion was focused on two
sets of develcpment issues, one
being problem-oriented and the

other being value-oriented, In
the problem-oriented section the
seminars were expected to deal with
some of the critical problems of
development facing the, country
and to elicit an assessment of
the national approches that have
been adopted and constructive
views with regard to future dire-
ctions. The themes included unem-
ployment, poverty, population
grawth, the development strait-
egles in agriculture and industry,
and the dilemmas of mass education.

The second part of the discussion
dealt with the qualitative aspects
of the desirable future social and
economic system for the country,
This part ranged over many of
the issues which were raised in
the third section of the rural
dialogues in relation to the poli-
tical system, the place of parlia-
mentary democracy, the conflict
betweeen tradition and modernity,
the role of public and privace
enterprises in the economy, the
distrilinuticun of income and power
in society.
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In regard to the rural dialogues,
the most productive part of the
dizlogue was the first section
relating to household expectations,
Here It was comparatively easy
to focus on concrete problems and
well-defined aspirations as the
discussion moved within a con-
text with which the househald
was familiar and around which
ideas could be clearly formulated
and articulated. This does not
however imply that the methodo-
logy adopted was without any
serious problems, YWhat was sald
garlier regarding the dangers of
exploring future expectations has
been relevant throughout the
study, Even In the household
sector the responses had varled
in regard to definlteness, clarity
and sense of reallsm. But as the
dialogue proceeded to the other
two levels, the responses have
been less clearly defined. This
is to be expected. Most house-
holds would not have consciously
reflected on the problems of the
villape as a whele nor would
they have formed well-defined
opinions and views on the pro-
blems. The rural dialogues also
suffered from the inevitable conse-

quence of wvarying quality and
Eapﬂ[]t}' E.ITIDFIE LE'IE rESEar'EhEI'E
themselves,

The nature of the information

elicited and its coverage to a
large  extent depends on the
initiative of the researcher who
conducts the dialogue. As a dia-
logue of this nature had been
undertaken by the researchers for
the first time particularly in an
area where a high level of spe-

culation, fantasy and  wishful
thinking can be present, it was
possible within the short time
available to refine and improve

the methodology.

The national seminars however
presented a different set of pro-
blems. What was attempted in
the problem-oriented part was to
obtain a general assessment by
citizens of the broad directions
in which the econemy was moving,
In the process |If participants
presented interesting innovative
solutions to some of the problems
the seminars would have been
certainly enriched, but it was
clear from the beginning that much

could not be expected In this
direction. The discussions at the
national level were somewhat

disappointing In that a large part
of the discussion moved along
familiar lines.

This was in part due to the
method that had been adopted.
More could have been = obtalned
out of these seminars with a
longer period of preparation. It
might have been possible to so
organise the participation as to
ensure Inputs of better quality
by selected participants. This
would have required preparation
of backgrouud papers and more
intensive discussions, The second
part of a seminar however was
less demanding as it attempted
to obtain a cross—section of views
in regard to the changes in value
systems and the desirable features
of a future system,

MEXT: Main conclusions
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Free books : An LG Reader

‘iHere‘s a heaven sent opportu-

nity for vyour esteemed
journal to meet the oft-repeated
crypto-Trotskylst charge that Jjt
blindly endorses the official line
without reserving Its support only
for the government's progressive
policies” said Dr. Wimal Udgoshana,
Associate Professor of Educational
Psycholegy at the University of
Buffalo in an exclusive interview
with our Education correspondent,

Dr. Udgoshana is on a brief
re-crientation visit to Sri Lanka
durlng which he will receive a
honorary D. Litt from the Uni-
versity of Galbokke and a henorary
DSe from the University of Wak-

kumbure, when it is re-opened,
which is doubtful.
. Dr. Udgoshana is best known

for his work *Class and Caste:
a study in the micromotivation
of |7 ex-insurgents™ (in colla-
boration with lanice Riggins), His
recent publication (with Yojana
Abeysekera, Univ. of Dallas) “Pre-
gnancy Cravings and Fertility
Cults Among Wahumpura Wo-
men in the Mahaveli Lower
Catchment Area* has been hailed
by CERES, the FAO journal, as a
“genuinely origlnal contribution
to the International Year' of the
Child."

“What precisely do you mean,
Prof?™

“Look, let's cut out the crap..
the LG discreetly dodged public
support for our petition to OPEC.
Why?! Well, regular, enlightened
readers |ike myself can follow
your policy objectives. . you suppor-
ted the lran revolution from the
start, and put your considerable
weight behind Islamic fundamental-
ism as part of your basic anti-
hegemonism line — smash the US
eagle’s claws, hit the Big Bear in
his soft underbelly in Central
Asia..now that’s fine as far as |
am concerned but your less infor-
med readers, and | have met many,
are convinced that the real reason
was your pipeline, If | may use
the term, to Sheikh Yamani.."
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‘ The Education Ministry
‘ Reader for backward boys

i 1. This shop has shirts
Father is in the shop
He is looking at a shirt

He iz buying a shirt

2, Gamini is in the river
He has a bicycle
He is washing the bicycle |
Father is looking at Gamini |

| 3. Leeala iz going into the temple
Rama is going into the kovil
Lal is poing into the church
| Mizam is going into the mosque

4, This town has a post office
Rama is in the pnﬁl office
He iz looking at a letter
He is near Gamini
Gamini is buying some stamps

"And

“You have a chance to declare
your complete commitment to
democratic soclalism by backing
the free textbook scheme to the
hilt..after all, you are In the same
line of work..free knowledge for
the masses, Make knowledge
exciting and education sexy and
they'll all forget about free rice
and subsidised sugar when they
grow up,.in fact as Hameed Shaab,
our wittiese pelitician wisecracked
the other day when | asked him
about these price Increases In
bread, flour, rice etc,."

now..!

“You have

Shaab..?

“I met him at Kingston alrport
as | was_abourto enplane for the
Seychelles and asked him bluntly
whether the free text book
scheme was part of the overall
development plan which included
the withdrawal of the food subsi-
dies,.| mean at this rate, | said,
the poor man may be back to
kos and dhel..Brother Shaul then

already met Shaul
But he left for..™

The Qutsidi

cracked back “Man cannot live
by breadfruit alene, but all work
and no play will make lafc)k =z
fruit~and-nuoc."

“What the devil did he mean,
prof?"

“Before | could find out he
disappeared through the VIP lounge’

to board a fast jet | believe to
Kabul..™
“But prof, the ministry has

already issued the books..so what
can we do. "

“Demonstrate your total commit-
ment by introducing a superior
product that will blaze a trail..
that would be a signal service to
the rising generation's hot pursuit
of knowledge..just one sample
would do., .

“A few hints, if you' Il be kind
enough.."

“Well, first of all look at their
product consider for instance the
English Reader for Grade 3..4(See
box above)

“l did glance through it, doc.."

“See how singularly dull and
unimaginative those simple, straight-
forward sentences are..sure, |
understand, an elementary appli-
cation of the situational approach
but is this good enough?"

"What do you suggest .7

“I take the English reader be-
cause the government has rightly
emphasized the wital importance
of English..] mean how on earth
are we ever going to be another
Singapore or South Korea if we
just jabber in Sinhala oniy..?
Ferhaps it's too late for the high
school yakkos but we can begin
with the kids..catch them young,
as the lesuits used to say.."

"Do you have a superior mechod
in mind.."

II-|

have no objection to an
inquiry..but insults | don't take..™



“Terribly sorry, prof..l
didn't mean.."

really

“Though some moblle moron
masquerading as an educational
expert may consider me a pompous
pedagogue..ldon't need any captive
audience, thank you..especlally a
post-juvenile one, If | may say so0.."

"For god's sake, prof..l told
you, | am deeply, abjectly sorry.."”

mind..encourage the Inquisitive
spirit, the gquintessence of all
knowledge-seeking....introduce a
song or two, let him sing them..
pose questions based on the situa-
tions we have created..teach him
the ABC of political sclence, and
international economics..let him
get a taste of [t, a sense of the

world in which he lives,
through that instil In  him

and
the

“Yes, | do have a superior
method..an Integrated approach
with an inter-disciplinary technique
..let me explain..I'll go along |
with the situational approach but |
make it more Imaginative and
dramatic to capture the child's |
interest,.but it must be environ-
ment-oriented if the child Is to |
relate naturally to the reading |
material..here, the gquestion of
credibility crops up, too..and ||
speak asan educational psychologist
..once the child distrusts you..
disbelieves anything you teach him,
you have lost him forever..

“An example would help, | |
think, ." [
I

“Well, take that statement thac |
Gamini has a bicycle..an, honest
mistake oradeliberate falsehood . .?
All of us know that It is Lalich

who has a bicycle and rides it
down Galle Road.."
“l believe | am getting the

general drift of your thinking.,"

“MNext, It's no good Introducing
him to plain English words..very
early we must introduce him to
English  idioms, proverbs and
other expressions so that he can
respond truly to the richness of
the language and begin to appreci-
ate the multiple meanings of each
word or phrase in different situa-

tional contexts..also  statements
alone won't do..throw in some
questions too..excite the young

The Lanka Guardian Reader
for advanced

I. This shap has shirts
Father is in the shaop
He is looking at an imported shirt
He sees the price-tag
Father loses his shirt.

Questions

Why did Father lose his shirt?
Is he always so thoughtless?

Did Mother give it away to the
YWCA for its Charity Bozaar?

How come the dhoby's son s
wearing Father's shirt?
*
2. Gamini is near the River
He wants to divert the river
He is looking at the bank
It is called the Warld Bank
Now the Bank is looking at him.

Questions

Why is the Bank looking at Gamini?
Is it for results?

If Gamini does not divert the
River, what will Father do?

Will Father sell him downthe River?

3. Nissanka Is coming out of the

temple
Ranil Baba is in the room
Nissanka is singing him a lullaby
It is called “Sigh, Baba, Sigh”

far-reaching, fundamental aims of
our economic development effore. .

“Masterly, prof, masterly....If
enly.s.."

“l know, | know..you want me
to glve you a few samples..l hava
to get to Malay Street in 2 few
minutes but let’s see, how It
goes, shall we? It's all very ten-

tative, of course” “Of course..of
course, "

infants

Soon Nissanka will be singing

another tupe.

Questions

What tune will Nissanka sing soon?
Will it be an old favourite from
‘My Fair Lady"?

L]

4. Nizam Is going into the mosque
The politician is shooting a line
It Is called the party line.
Nizam shaots his mouth off
The policeman shoots Nizam

GQuestions

Is the politician a Big Shot?
Is the policeman o bad shot?
How do these stupid questions
help Nizam?
L]
5. Rama Is in the post office
He is buying some stamps
Gamini is trying to sell some food

stamps
Gomini is holding up the queue
Rama is holding up the post
master.

Questions

Is Rama a stamp collector?

Or is he an (alleged) tiger?

Can the tiger run faster then
the Bulf?
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, NATIONALITY

Indian Tamil and his

by K. Sivathamby

'n the last few vyears, there
have been many changes. The
natlonalisation of the estates and
consequent retrenchments and
displacements have forced the
worker to migrate to some of
the agricultural areas In Jaffna,
Mannar and Vavuniya districts.
Working as farmhands under
absentee landlords they are as
much exploited as they were in
the estates. but now live without
the fear of communal riots.

The Indlan Tamil community
has had a closed existence and
thelr very existence in such large
numbers In the heart of the
Sinhala region had been a source
of anxiety to the Sinhala~-minded
politicians. No  sooner the
Dencughmore Commissioners re-
commended universal adult
franchise, than the Sri Lankan
government of the day had an
Order-in-Council passed  (1931)
which resulted In the disenfran-
chiment of a majority of the
Indian Tamils,

F. P, ¢

It cannot be sajd that, up to
the time of the formation of the
Federal Party in 1949, there had
been any political movement among
the Sri Lankan Tamils which
brought within its vortex the
Indian Tamils. Even on the issue
of the Citizenship Act, the TC,
the leader of which (G. G. Pon-
nambalam) was a Cabiner Minister
of the UNP povernment that
brought in the legislation, was
not with the Indian Tamils. |In
1931, *'the claims of the Indian
Tamils were not considered im-
portant to the Ceylon Tamlls..*
as one scholar noted.

As for the Indian Tamils,
they too did not have any high
opinion of the Sri Lanka Tamils,
Of the Sri Lanka Tamils, it is
only with the laffaa Tamlls that
they had contacts and under-
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standably enough “the Tamilians
living in estates, particulary persons
belonging to Vellalan, Kallan and
other non-Brahman castes revealed
a strong antipathy to the Jaffna
Tamil”, The estate Tamils have
always regarded the Jaffna Tamil
as a selfish person and the Jaffna
Tamil in his turn, had looked
down on the estate Tamils as
people of low caste.

But with the spread of the
ideology of the DMK, many of

the estate Tamil youth turned
towards the FP. The FP by
persevering with its effort to
unite all the Tamils had alse
endeared itself to some of the
estate Tamil youth. It could even

be argued that the compelling
necessity for the CWC to clase
ranks with the SriLankan Tamils
was due partly to such pressure
at Its pgrassroots level. It s
significant that the recent attempt
on the part of the government
to bring Yavuniya, traditionally a
Sri Lankan Tamil area within a
new revenue district that wauld
make the Tamils a minority within
that district was criticised by the
spokesman of the CWC, even
though its leader is in the Cabinet,
However it should also be men-
tioned that in this district there
are many Indian Tamils working
as farmhands.

The separation of the Indian
Tamil community from the 5ri
Lankan Tamil community could

be seen In the fact that Indian
Tamils played no active raole in
the Sri Lankan Tamil struggle
over the constitutional scatus of
the Tamil language in 1956 and
thereafter. In fact the Tamil
Language (Special Provisions) Act,
which tries to accommodate the
use of Tamil within a Sinhala Only
position, speaks of special rights
for the use of Tamil in the
Nerthernand the Fastern provinces.
The current constitution has
slightly altered the position and

ghetto

Dr. K. Sivathamby is dssociate l
Prafessor ar the University af
daffna.  Like the other papers
preseited at the seminar organised
by the Sacial Scientists Association,
| Dr. Stvathamby's presentation is a
| first draft, Tie final version will
| appear ina book 1o be published
| by fhe S5A.

this, 5. Thondaman thinks, guaran-
tees the right to use Tamil offically
even In the estate areas,

A discussion of the causes for
the centinuing exclusiveness of
the Indian Tamils, should, besides
referring to the caste character-
istics and to the uneven treatment
they have received from the
governments, which rendered a
large majority of them stateless,
also refer to the type of Trade
Union organization they have had
and the leadership it has provided.
The historical conditions of the
Estate Tamil population had given
the Trade Union which had an
all Indian Tamil leadership an
advantage over the other Trade
Unions, especially of those of the
lefc parties. This advantage that
the C. W. C. enjoyed could be
traced to the fact that the trade
unions connected with the Sri
Lankan political parties, could not
offer a satisfactory solution to
the political problem of the
constitutional status of those
workers. The one exception was
the trade union formed by the
F. P. but even their trade ‘union
has not fared well. The dominant
hold the C. W. C. has tendsro
keep these Indian Tamil workers
aloof fram the rest of the working—-
class of this country.

As has been mentioned above,
the socio-economic handicaps and
the political isolation have not
deterred chem from falling back
on their linguistic identicy. Encou-



raged by the wide publicity given
to their problems and the social
acceptance consented to by, the
Tamil parties, the estate Tamils
now call themselves the Malaiakat
Tamilar (Upcountry Tamils).

The leadership of the Upcountry
Tamils, conscious of the geographi-
cal distribution of their population,
i. e. the fact that they have to
live in traditionally Sinhala areas,
have openly dissociated themselves
from the separatist demand of
the TULF. The Indian Tamil
leadership also accepts the language
policy aof the present government—
Sinhala and Tamil as the national
languages of the country with
Sinhala as the only official language.

Thus inspite of ethnic homogenel-
ty, the social formation af the
Indian Tamils has kept them away
from the Srl Lankan Tamils. It
could be said that It was only
when the demands of the majority
were articulated In extremely
chauvinistic, echpo-centric terms,
denying even the right of habitation
in certain areas, that the Indlan
Tamils and the 5ri Lankan Tamils
came tugether in demanding [oint
political solutions.

Two areas

An important feature about the
Ceylon or Sri Lankan Tamil is
that they have been concentrated
in two main areas, the MNorthern
and the Eastern Provinces, so
much 5o these two areas, are
consldered the traditional home-
land of the 5rl Lankan Tamils.

Today the main traditional home-
lands of the Sri Lankan Tamils
are the MNorth and the East. Here
again, even though on common
ethnic terms they are taken as
Tamils, there is substatinal differen-
ce between the Tamils of these
two areas. The relative geographi-
cal separation of these two areas
along with the discernible differen-
ces in traditional social organization,

economic  persuits and, more
!mportanttr. varied  historical
background and the pattern of

Batticnloa District

Sri Lankan Tamils
Srl Lanka Moors

177,275
60,889

population distribution have clearly
marked them out as two distinet
spheres of interests resulting
quite often In the sounding of a

double note In the political
orchestration of the Sri Lankan
Tamils.

Eastern region

The Eastern region has two

main units-Trincomalee and Batti-
caloa and it is the later that
deserves closer analysis, for the
Trincomalee district in terms of
soclal composition seems to bea
half way house between Batticaloa
and Jaffna and because of the
strateglc importance of the natural
harbour, has outstripped the other
in importance and has significantly
enough seen an increase of 40,192
Sinhala residents between 1953
(152%6) and 1971 (55,308).

The significant difference between
the Batticaloa and the laffna Tamils
could be seen in the traditional
laws and customs in operation in
each of these areas. If law is
understood as the ‘toralicy of
rules for people's behaviour in
society which expresses the will
of the dominant group and which
are established with the aim of
safeguardlng, consolidating and
developing the social relations
and public order advantageous to
the dominant group,” then the
Tesawalamazi laws and Customs of
Jaffna and the Mukkuva laws and
customs of Bacticaloa could be
taken as those which have arisen
to safeguard the Vellalas and the

Mukkuvas in Jaffna and Batticaloa
respectively. It fa true that
these are only traditional laws
and customs and that in cases
of dispute the common law of
the land is held supreme. But

the very fact that these are in
existence as laws and conventions
shows that the traditional social
organization in these two areas
yet held sway in spite of increasing
modernization and social change.

Even 2 cursory glance at the
types of social organization that

Amparai

Trincomalee District District
65,905 60,519
60,219 126,365

(Census and Statistics figures for 1971)

exists In Batticaloa and Jaffna would
indicate how different one is from
the other.

In the Mukkuva
of the family Is known as the
Kudi. Britto defines Kudl as
follows: The term Kudi is used
by all Tamil speaking classes of
Batticaloa to mean every person
who is related to one on the
mother’s side only. Persons of
the Kudi however distantly related
recognized each other as relations.”
In  contemporary Batticaloa it
is not only among the Mukkuvas
but also among the Wellalas and
the Searpadas (the other two
major caste groups) the Kudi
system is In vogue. The Wallalas
have |2 Kudls, Mukkuvas 7 and
the Seerpada group [13. The
lower ecastes, which waorlk for
each of these major caste groups
are known as “Cirailkudis™ (che
bonded Kudis). The artisans and
the serfs fall within the bonded
Kudis The Kudis are exogamous
clans and rights of property
inheritance follow along the Kudi
lineage. The Kudi system in
Batticaloa Is so vital to the socia-
economic relationships that even
the Muslims have adopted jt. It
also  incidentally indicates the
origin of the Muslims of Batticaloa.
The Muklkuva law, matrilineal as
it is, is integral to the organization
of feudalism in Batticaloa, Unforcu-
nately no definitive work has yet
been done in this field. The
feudal lord known as the Podiyar,
unlike the feudal lord In Jaffna,
s more often an active farmer.

law the unic

This type of social organization
is so different from the one that
obtains in Jaffna, chat the average
Jaffna man has never comprehanded
the system and considers the
Batticaloa man somewhat alien to
his own socjal system.

The other major factor Is thac
Batticaloa is largely agriculcural
and therefore the Interests of the
Batticaloa Tamil has not been the
same as that of the Jaffna Tamil.
In fact when immediately after
the implementation of the
Donoughmore Commission report
there was a boycott of the
elections in Jaffna, organized by
the lJafina Youth Congress inspired
by the mevement for swara] In

{Continusd on Page 28)
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THE LONE
AVENGER

GaminiFonsnka‘s film, Uthuma-
neni, seems  to have
impressed some critics and film-
goers a5 a work of directorial
skill. Though it pgoes without
saylng that Uthumaneni is better
directed than the common run
of Sinhala films, | am less impressed

by this aspect of the film than
those critics who have sung its
praises, because Gamini's failing

as a director (also evident in his
earlier Parasathumal) seems o
me to lle In his weakness for
flashy and the exhibitionistic,
However, my more serious objec-
tlons to Uthumaneni concern its
theme and social implications,

Uthumaneni Is a film about
a hero who, when all atcempts
to obtain fustice for his wronged

sister and his family fail, takes
the law into his own hands.
That this is a theme close to

Gaminl's heart Is brought out by
the fact that the figure of the
lone avenger appears In several
other films of his which don't,
however, have the same artistic
pretensions as Uthumaneni. |
notice that city walls have recently
been plastered with posters saylng :
“Uthumanen] — to be banned?!"
This may be only an advertising
glmmick, but it is possible that
some’ censors may have thought
Uthumaneni a film of dubious
morality on the ground that it
may encourage private revenge,

My objection to it is wver
different, because | don't thin
it a real danger that people will
be provoked by watching the
climax of Uthumaneni into
running amek with a knife (the
influences of the «cinema on
behaviour in real life are never as

simple as that). What is more
dangerous and Musary about
Uthumaneni is that It Invites

the audience to participate emo-
tlonally in an orgy of Individual
revenge as a compensation for the
curruptions of Justice and the
institutlons of seciety which it
portrays, and therefore distracts
attention from the social changes
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Touchstone
that are  actually necessary.
Contrary to what some censors
may have feared, Uthumaneni

Is In fact a fllm which serves the
funetion of the popular cinema of
offering those psychological satis-
factions which help to preserye
the status quo. Although the
ending of Uthumaneni is super-
ficially *tragic”, it warks
essentially in the same way as
the conventional happy ending of
popular  films —it  gives  the
audience an individual reselution
of social conflicts with which to
Indentify themselves emotionally
@s an ecape from those conflicts,

Avant-garde in retreat?

Siri Gunasinghe in the ‘fifties
was regarded as a leader of the
Sinhala avant-garde — a plonser
of free wverse and "“'stream-of-
consclousness prosse’, tranamitter
of the influences of Eliot, Joyce
and Lawrence to Sinhala writing,
and maker of the then overrated
film, Sath Samudura. On a
recent holiday from his Canadian
exile, Dr. Gunasinghe found lictle
“new and exciting’" in the local
cultural sence, except the revival
of Tewer Hall drama — a view
that must have startled some of
his admirers.

Dr. Gunasinghe (interviewed by
the Sunday Observer) not only
expressed his satlsfaction at the
revival of these plays as belonging
to a ‘‘tradition which Is now
part of cur culture", but referred
to their characters as “‘timeless
and universal®, and even called
for new plays to be written In
the Tower Hall idiom.

Is It only the sentimental
nostalgia of the expatriate that
makes Dr. Gunasinghe discover
fresh virtues in the Tower Hall
drama — just as the Sri Lankan
returning home finds a new relish
In pol sambel? Or Is there
something more In this conversion
of a one-time experimentalist

(Continued on Page 248)
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Poetry in performance

by Reggie Siriwardena

THE PENGUIN BOOK OF
POETRY, edited by Ruth Finnegan
(Allen Lane Penguin Books Ltd.)

ne reason why poetry has
become a minority and elitist

art in industrialised and urbanised
capitalist cultures is that it has
become entirely dependent on the
printed page, For in all earlier
cultures, wherever poetry was a
living and popular art, it was
closely bound up with oral com-
munication  and  performance.
¥hen poetry ceases to be recited,
chanted or sung te an audience,
and is read only by the solitary
reader in his study, when per-
formance is entirely superseded
by silent reading, the sense of
rhythm —which is so vital for
poetic communication —ceases to
be alive for the common reader,
and often for the poet himself.
Hence, in Britain, Western Europe
and America today, poetry has
tended to become an esoteric
and specialised art, through which
the poet communicates toa small
circle of initiates,

That these processes have not
taken place to anything like the
same extent in the Soviet Union
—in spite of urbanisatipn and
industrialisation — | attribute to the
fact that communal participation
in cultural activity has been kept
alive by the new socjal institu-
tions.  Poetry readings are a
popular occasion in the Soviet
Union in a way that they are
not in  the West, while the
absence of a cleavage between a
serious elite culture and a com-
mercialised mass culture means
that ordinary Soviet readers are
more likely to develop a response
to poetry than thelr counterparts
in the YWest,

To those readers who think of
postry only in terms of the
printed page and of individualist
expression, The Penguin Book
of Oral Poetry is a valuable re-
minder that the greater part of
the poetry written during human
history the world over has been

different. Moreover, It serves to
exemplify the truth that (in the
words of the editor of this
anthology) ‘unwritten poetry can
offer much that, at its best, can
parallel the written poetic forms
so much more familitr to those
brought up in a literate culture.’

The anthology offers a selection

of oral poetry from thirteen
cultures  ranging from  Gond,
Mongel and Malay in  Asia,

Somall, Yoruba and Zulu in Africa,
to Pueblo and Eskimo in America:
also  included are |Irish and
English oral poetry. To us in
Sri Lanka this anthology should
be particularly valuable in offering
a rich store of material that can
be used iIn the classroom to
Introduce young students te poetry,
The wvalue of the popular ballad
means of acquainting young people
with the elements of poetic
structure and language In simple
and easily recognisable form has
long been established. But why
should we in Sri Lanka, in the
English classroom, confine our-
selves to Lord Randal or The
Wife of Usher's Well merely
because these are regarded as
appropriate material for British
students? In our own context,
the Scots ballads offer botch
linguistic and cultural obstacles
which sometimes detract from
their simplicicy of form as a
means of introducing poetry.

| think some of the folk poems
reprinted In this anthelogy would
be much better suited te the
backgrounds of Sri Lankan students
beginning to read poetry In
English. The striking selection of
Gond folk poetry from |[ndia
placed at the beginning of the

BOOK
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comes

book

from a
culture which has a natural
socizl background not remote from

not only

and

our own but is also
and powerful poetry
read on the printed page. The
best of it, In fact, is like the
classical Chinese poetry translated
by Arthur Waley and others In
its simple profundity and clarity.
| quote one example:

very moving
even when

‘The ever-touring Englishmen have
built their bungalows

All over our sweet [orest
They drive their trains with smoke

O look at them, how they talk on
wires to one anather

With their wires they have bound
the whole world together for themselves,'

As this gquotation shows, one
useful feature of this anthology
Is that it does not encourage the
common assumption that oral
poetry belongs only te ‘primicive’
or lsolated cultures. While the
anthology includes much postry
that reflects the reaction of
traditional cultures, like the Gand,
to the impact of colonialism and
VWesternisation, it also reprasents,
particularly in its English section,
the new folk poetry that has
come from workers, prisoners,

tramps, soldiers and other such
groups in modern wurbanised cul-
tures under conditions where

communal creation and oral per-
formapce were facilitated. This
should help to correct the
imbalance that comes from school
and  university study of the
ballad exclusively as a porduct of
traditional rural societies. The
last section of the book also
includes selections from epic and
herolc poems — sophisticated poems
which have behind them a tradi-
tion of popular poetry and were
composed for performance. From
Homer to Woody Guthrie— che

book enables us te sse  betrer
the relations between individual
creativity and popular tradition.
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Indian Tamil . ..

(Conrinued from Pare 25)
India, the Batticaloa Tamils did
not participate In the boycott
and E. R. Tambimuttu was elected
to the State Council.

Perhaps the decisive factor in
the character of political activities
of the Eastern Province has been
the preponderant number of
Muslims in that reglen, The table
(Page 25) illustrates the position.

This has determined the character
of the political demeands. In fact
It is the presence of a sizeable
number of Muslims in Bacticaloa
that was responsible for the
formulation of the concept of the
Tamil speaking peoples Instead
of a direct use of the term Tamils.

The educational backwardness
of the districc had prevented the
inhabitants of Batticaloa from
enjoylng their due share in the
public service and professional
cccupations. The laffna man has
been dominating officialdom and
the administrative  machinery.

There has been a sharp reaction
to this among the Tamils of

Batticaloa and quite often anti—
Jaffna politicians of Batticoloa have
raised the “Yalppani domination”
cry.

Inspite of these socio—economic
differences, Batticaloa has played
a significant role in the cultural
revival of the Tamils since |956;
it has also been regarded as the
repository of traditional Tamil
culture, which has been seriously
eroded in Jaffina due to missicnary
actlvity and English education.
The movement for the revival of
the Kuttu tradition prevalent in
the Batticaloa district has an
important place In the rediscovery
of the SriLankan Tamil traditions
as distinet from South Indian,
Swami Vipulananda, the first Tamil
scholar ever to hold the Chair
of Tamil in the University of Sri
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Lanka (he was first appointed
Prafessar of Tamil at the Annamalai
University, 5. India) symbolises

the contribution of the Batticaloa
Tamils to the development of
Tamil studies in both India and
Sri Lanka.

Batticaloa, a seat of the cultural
heritage of the Tamils, Inspite of
the fact that its socio-ecanomic
needs were very different from
those of laffna, was brought Into
the movement of ethnic solidarity
by the colonisation policy of
successive governments, especially,
in the Amparaj discrict. The
militant youth movement that
started in Jaffnra seems to have
encompassed Batticaloa too and
the government decision not to
hold the elections for the Batticaloa
Municipal Council indicates that,
inspite of the cross—over of two
TULF MP's to the government,
the political wind there has not
yet changed direction,

MNEXT: Morthern Province

The Lone...

(Continued from Page 26)
and modernist to a backward-
looking tradition that is being
politically inflaced ?

Teach yourself French

The Lionel Wendt Film Society
this month screened a French
film titled The Cave which
Bristles up (), and the pro-
gramme note read as follows :

“This insignificant and hume-
ristic police comedy being merely
realised puton scene great actors
whom we will certainly like to
see again always with pleasure
even the spoilt talent is regrecced
by the lack of dullness of their
respective characters.”

Translated from the French
with the help of a pocket dictio-
nary ? (I guess put on scene
is mise en scene in the
original.)

Yictoria Project. ..
(Continwed from Page 18)

one who differs with their line
of thinking Is (as per the news
papers ) anti-Mahaweli, anti-govern-
ment, vested interests, cynics znd
and those suffering from a nega-
tive syndrome. However important
electricity would be to a councry’s
progress, agriculture and the pro-
duction of food would remain to
be Sri Lanka's greatest asset es-
pecially at a time when the coun-
try could ill afford to lose export
income and to import food at ex-
horbitant prices. To destroy such
a vast agricultural and a food pro-
ducing area would be at the na-
tion's own peril, If engineers alone
could influence goverment thinking
it Is a sad day for everyone.
Agriculturists, Craftsmen, Religious
leaders and many others have a
right to be heard, Today many
thousands who have toiled to deve-
lop the Dumbara Valley to its pre-
sent state and have not done any
harm to the government or anyone
else, live In a state of fear and
Insecurity for no fault of theirs.

As farmers they consider it 2 sacri-
fice to live the hard life of a
rural farmer, producing food for
others to live on. Their ancestars
are the people who suffered most
during periods of colonial conquest
to protect the Buddhist religion
the sovereignity and the heritage
of this country. They therefore,
consider It their right to protect
and preserve their homes, their
livelihoad and their heritage just
the same way any other group
would feel in similar sicuation In
any part of the world. Whecher
the Victoria High Dam Project
would end as a national asset or
a national calamity is a matter for
each individual to see, think and
decide when every aspect is presen-
ted in accurate honest facts and figu-
res. Otherwise -for generations to
come people would say “Here is
the most classic example of the
famous Sinhalese saying ‘Atuwa
Kadala Putuwa Haduwa' meaning
these who broke a barn to make
a chair.
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Guided by nature’s strange powers, he
weaves and weaves a nest
so perfect in craftsmanship.

The Baya weaver or as we know the Wadu Kurulla -
builds his home with sheer determination,
limitless patience and unswerving courage.

It is his "home sweet home’'—a place of his own.
Today in Sri Lanka it is building time.
And everyone of us could now
yearn realistically to achieve
that ideal —a home of our own—
We at the Building Materials Corporation
are with you all-the way, serving you to make
your dream home — a reality.
Cont our House-builders C i y Service
-at the Engineering Division for further details.

Building Materials Corporation

Branches throughout Sri Lanka
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