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Mrs. B's counter-attack?

Contracts have always been
the ‘tender spot’ of many an
administation. Earlier this month,
the "SUN’ scooped the US Senate
report which refers to gifts to
some top Sri lonkans from the
US multi-natienn] TEXTRON, the
parent company that manufactures
the Bell helicopter. Four of them
were given to 5ri Lanka by the
US (via the U.K. in order to
circumyent Congressional con-
traints) as arms aid in April 1971.
The sum involved was about half
a millien rupees.

Now the highly controversial
Hydro-Cracker Tender is back in
the news. ‘‘The sparks are still
flying"' said an opposition paoliti-
cign commenting on the fact thot
Mrs. Bandaranaike had teamed
up with the TULF leader in giving
notice of a motion calling for the
dppointment of a Select Committee
to investigate the offair. “‘This
could be Mrs, B's counter-attack”
said a top UNP'er,

The Wijetllieke' Letters

Oppaosition members who know
the inside story of the move say
that the material on which the
resolution is based is the Wijetil-
leke correspondence,

Dr. L. Wijetilleke, a Sri Lankan
expatriate living in the US, come
back home with his family to
gccept the Important post of
Managing Director, Ceylon Pet-
roleum Corporation. He has now
left the island.

The opposition move Is centred
on the circumstances of his
resignation, on the evaluation of
the Hydro-Cracker Tender, and
on the purchose of a coastal
tanker by the CPC.

SLFP-Alone

The Left parties, notably the
LS5P, which had 'hopes of a joint
May Day rally withthe SLFP
will receive g firm ‘Mo’. As the
L. G. reported in Its last issue,
Mrs. B. simply refuses to take
the same platform as the [VP.
And if the LSSP-CP had any hopes
that a group in the SLFP Polit-
bure will adapt o different line,
their plans have to be gbandoned
after the unanimous SLFP PB
decision taken recently.

Mass Protest

Over 3500 delegates from unions
affiliated to the major parties
(the UNP and [VP were the
notable exceptions) decided at a
two-day Maotional Convention to
organise @ Doy af Mass Protest.
The Convention was sponsared by
the JCTUAC. Among the 60 spea-
kers were Alavi Moulana from
the SLFP's SLITUF, L. W. Panditha
of the CFTU (the convenor), Bala
Tampoe of the CMU, Batty
Weerakoon of CFL, Vasudeva
Nanayakkara (United Workers
Union), J. A. K. Perera of PSTUF,
A. Aziz of the DWC, N. Sanmu-
gothasan of the CTFU and Som-
banda Moorthi of the Tamil Trade
Unien Federation,

Demonstrating a rore degree

of unity, the federations decided
to mobilise mass suppert for the

23 demands put forward by the
JCTUAC. The main demands are
{(a) @ minimum 300/~ wage increase
(b) restoration of subsidies and
rations (c) repeal of essential
public services act (d) repeol of
ban on demenstrations (e) right
to picket (f) monthly waoge for
plantation  workers,

Besides these demands, the
convention highlighted the citi-
zenship  rights of plantation

(Continved on page 19)

‘ Terms of German

TRE_:IDS
LETTERS

capital aid

With reference to the article
“Aid—an efficient Instrument
of the new Colonialism” by |
U. Karunatillake in the “Lanka
Guardian" of March lst, please
permit me to state that in the
case of the Federal Republic
of Germany, capital aid to Sri
Lanka is given as an untied
credic at 0.75 per cent interest
per annum over a 50 year
perlod (with a grace period of
10 years) and the recipient
country is free to buy its
project equipment anywhere in
the world market, as it pleases.

Heribert Woeckel

Ambassadar of the
Federal Republic of Germany
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Letters. . .

CHINA AND MAO

| have read wich Interest the
comments of “Touchstone' (L.
G. Feb. 1) onmy article on
China and the Intelligent
questions he has posed, Permit
a brief reply.

The first question Is how the
death of a single person can
alter a country’s policy so
radically. There Is an answer.
It Is not quite correct that it
was Just Mao's death that
unleashed the counter-revolu-
tionary flood. The process had
started earlier. There was a
fierce struggle between the
revolutionaries and the revision-
Ists durlng Mao's life, The
Cultural Revolution was precisely
concerned with this. This
Ideclogical struggle was not a
“bureaucratic struggle in which
tl'IE masses WEre mere SpEcLEI.-
tors'. Anyone who, like me,
had seen millions of Chinese
march past Tien-man Square
where Mac reviewed thgm; or
seen the millions upon millions
of big character posters that
occupied almest all available
open spaces in all the principal
cltles will vouchsafe that the
masses fully participated in It.

During the second half of
the Cultural Revolution, the
revislonists had jockeyed them-
selves Into key positions In
the State apparatus. But the
immense personal prestige of
Mao and his appeal 1o the
masses prevented them from
acting. They could do nothing
so long as Mao was alive,
Once this road bleck was
removed, they acted swiftly.
But it must not be imagined

l
|

that there was no opposition,
The wery fact that men had
to be sent from Peking to
Shanghal to paste the first
posters denouncing the “four™
shows that It was not all easy
golng. Mor Is it even now.

But the rsal question Is how
lt is possible for capitalism
to be restored In countries
like the Soviet Unlon and
China after such revolutionary
upheavals. This question has
not yet been studied in depth,
But | can venture a few
suggestions. The Imperialists
and reactionaries do not accept
defeat merely because they are
defeated In a revolution. In
fact, Lenin once sald that the
defeated bourgecisic was more

powerful that the victorious
proletariet. He gave three
reasans for it. Besides, the

imperialists are willing to be
patient, They never give up
easily. They walted till Lenin
and Stalin died before subverting
the Soviet Union. Similarly, they
walted till Mao dled before
doing the same thing in China.
The forces that work for capita-
list restoration come not only
from the former capitalist and
landlord classes but also from
inside the privileged classes
that grow up inside the Party
and the State, |Imperialism and
reaction consciously corrupt
these forces. Yao WWen-yuan-
one of the disgraced “four''-has
analysed this problem in an
article entitled, “The social
basis of Lin Piac's anti-Party
clique,”

This development back to
capitalism can enly be prevented

by the success of world revolu-
tion (not to be confused with
Trotsky's theory of permanent
revolution). The slogan of socia-
lism in one country was only
a tactical slogan for a particular
period. Bue, as both Stalin and
Mao have pointed out, the final
guarantee of the success of
soclalism=be it In the Soviet
Union or in China-depends on
the overthrow of world imperia-
lism and the success of world
revolution. As Mao put it
“Only over the grave of world
imperialism can we build a
new society without expolta-
tien."” Therefore, we should not
be content with celebrating
anniversaries of revolutions In
the Soviet Union or China but
wark hard to make revolution
successful all over the world.
If a gap is allowed to develop,
then imperialism will use that
OPPDi'tIJJ'I]t}' to CDI’T’UPE EhE
existing socialist states. Let
us not fargetr that soclalist states
are surrounded by Imperialist
states and that the latter can
and do corrupt the former by
all forms of Ingenious ways,
It is =a law of dialectical
materialism.

As for the second question,
| had to write within the space
allotted to me. Bug, in the
document “'In Defence of Mao
Tsetung Thought'', adopted by
our Party, we accept that there
were errors In foreign policy
from 1971-1972. Most of these
were carried out under the
influence of Chou En-lal, whe,
It turns out, was not a genuine
follower of Mao. Over some

(Continued on page &)




Will devolution satisfy

the TULF?

by Our Political Correspondent

“Sinhala™ and

appear, |

he  words

“Tamil'* da not
learn, In the report submiteed
by Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam, a
member of the Presidential
Commission on Devolution, Dacen-
tralisation and District Develop-
ment Councils. Dr. Tiruchelvam

submitted a separate report all
on his own while some ather
members recorded reservations,

The reservations came from the
two Maoslem members of the
Commission chaired by the former
Chief lustice, Mr, Victer Tenne-

koon.'
While Dr. Tiruchelvam's seru-
pulous  exclusion of all racial

references is undoubtedly laudable,
there is little use in pretending
that this exercise has nothing to
do with the problems of a
pluralist society, generally, and the
vexed Issue of the Tamlls in
particular. The very composition
of the Commission revealed an
attempt, undeclared, of course,
to represent the diverse interests
of a multi-racial country. In that
sense, It s falr to speak of the
Meslem members of the Com-

mission  and its Tamil members
although Dr. Tiruchelvam, the
Havard - educated lawyer, and
Dr. A. lJeyaratnam Wilson, an

expatriate Professor of Palitical
Science, would probably dislike
such communal labels,

It would be absurdly disingenuous
however to approach the Com-
mission and its work as an
academic exercise or an Inquiry
totally detached from  politics,
and sectarian  politics at thae,
This could be true of the Sinhala
members too. The psychologies
which were brought to bear on
these highly sensitive Issues could
be, for example, distinctively
“Kandyan" or “Low country',

After all, here is 1 problem of
power — of the power-relationship

between the Centre and the
peri?hery. How much  power
would the Centre be prepared to

relieve itself of and vest in the
District Councils? Maturally, the
‘power’ so vested must not be
just  formal but  effective — 2
decision-making authority which
includes the power to spend
mDﬂE}-’.

Call it what you will — Reg-
ienal Councils, District Councils,
District Development Counclls or
any other, but from the days of
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam
Pact (public) and the UNP-FP
pact (secret), this idea has appe-
aled to both Sinhala and Tamil
leaders as a way of granting a
measure of autonomy that would
satisfy aggrieved Tamil opinion.

Thus, the TULF, now standing
for an independent Eelam (as
against the FP's ‘federalism') was
Invited to nominate a represent-
ative. The S5LFP declined to do so.

Dr. Tiruchelvam and Dr. Wilson
(who hasn't signed the report
because of some mix-up in the
delivery of the report) are both
persanally and politically associated
with the FP-TULF. Dr. Tiruchel-
vam, the eonly FP Minister in the
UNP-FP coalition, an appointment
which was part of the Senanayake
=Chelvanayakam deal. Signlficantly,
Mr. Tiruchelvam held the portfolio
of Local Gevernment,

Dr. Wilson is the son-in-law
of the FP's founding father, Mr.
5. 1. V. Chelvanayakam. What
Is not so well known is that
Dr. Wilson, in his dual capacity
as  son-in-law and Peradeniya
lecturer in political science, played
2 very important if back-stage
role from 1956 onwards, He took
up this role agaln when he re-
turned to the island last year on
vacation. He was assisted by a

small in-greup of professors, both
native and forelgn. One of his
former colleagues in facc said
“Willie Is both Peradeniya's and
the peninsula’s answer to Heary
Kissinger........ L

If the main (majority) report

has not satisfied either of these
Tamil academics (one of whom,
Wilsan, pubilely expressed con-
fidence in devolution as ‘the best
solution’) then It is unlikely that
even the Mmose cooperative
“moderates” in  the TULE will
accept the Commission’s recom-
mendations,

The Commissien is known to
have studied other essays In
devolution — notably the experi-
ence of Scotland and VWales.

Here, two questions are 1|ke]y
to be the critical test in regard
to TULF acceptance:

2) Whether the Chairman of
the DDC will be elected, and if,
so what his relatlonship will be
to the Districc Minister appointed
by the Centre! Or will the
Commission recommed that the
Chairman of the DDC should be
the District Minister? Can there
be a2 compromise by which the
District Minister will play Presi-
dent to the DDC Chairman's
prime  miniscer in an elected
district, assembly?

b) What will be the DDC's
budget! How will the money be
raised? A grant from the Centre

plus locally raised funds? In what
proportion?  Who  will select
development  projects? Wil a

national experts Committes be

given the’ |ob?

BACKGROUND



SLFP winds

inds of changé are blowing
over the SLFP, often with
surprising results,

In Kandy, citadel of the hill
country aristocracy, R.P. Wijesiri, a
newcomer to the party who pub-
licly proclaims his so-called “low
caste”, led an anti-aristo move
when the party choge its discrict
organiser. Wijesirl was made
president, while ex-Minister Kobb-
ekaduwa and kinsiman Colanel
Anurudda Ratwatte fiiled to find
a place among the office-bearers.

Poor organisation was one of
the major causes of the SLFP's
1977 rout, Mrs. B has reapeatedly
teld party rallies recently.

The new constitution was con-
sidered an effort to reorganise the
party. Butlit also had the avowed
aim of ‘democratisation’ At the
start, there was sharp criticism
agaianst the transitional arrange-
ment on the grounds that it
concentrated power in the pre-
sident. It was argued, however,
that this was only a temporary
measure —a necessary prelude to
a party conference.

~ The conference has still to be
held and the election of district-
level affice-bearers is a preparation
for the selection of delegates to
the conference. ;

In Kandy, Wijesiri has fomer
Gampala M.P. D.M. (Dimo) laya-

ratne as SECFE:EI‘}".

Another sort of “'demo’’ greeted
Mrs. B. when she visited Polon-

Assault and abuse

ls it the beginning of a long hot
summer or are Government MP's
simply losing thelr cool? "ASSAULT
RAP on TANGALLE MP'" announces
the SUN which reported that the
Attorney General will soon Indict
the Tangalle MP for assault. He
is alleged to have caused bedily
harm to an employee of the M. P." s
hostel ‘Sravastl’,

Last week, all train services be-
yond Kurunegala were paralysed
when the Maho station staff went
on a lightning strike.

President JR has ordered a full
inquiry Into an Incident where the

4

of change

naruwa, the constituency of Ratne
Deshapriya Senanayake. A sizeable
crowd of SLFP supporters shouted
tlogans against Ratne and made
all sorts of allegations.

The Senanayake brothers have
not done too well lately. Younger
brother Dharmasirl, a coperatlen
chairman under SLFP  Minister
Kalugalle, challenged him for the
key post In the Kegalle district.
But veteral SLFP'er ‘Kalu' romped
home by getting more than double
Dharmasiri's votes.

The Rajapakse brothers, on the
other hand, did very well by
becoming organisers for their
respective areas. lronically, one
of the casualties of their victory
was the architect of the ‘new’
constitution, Professor Rohanadeera.
Mahinda Rajapakse's victory was
all the more surprising because
he was ‘‘charge-sheeted”, as the
phrase goes, by the party last month.
Mrs. Bandaranaike wanted to take
disciplinary action against him for
deviating from the party line on
Afghanistan. Speaking at a pub-
lle meeting In Colombo, Rajapakse
led a stinging attack on China,
calling the Peking leaders “mon-
keys and mandarins’.

You cannot teach an old dog new
tricka. Another- SLFP  veteran
V.T.G. Karunaratne, proved the
wisdom of this old adage when
he spotted a move against him
in Ratnapura. OQut-smarting some
young challengers and their top—
ievel backers, V.T.G. won the day.

Maho station master claims that
he was abused by a Gaovernment
MP. According to a Transport
Miniscry statement to the press
the rumpus took place when the
station staff detecced several of
the MP's constituents travelling in
the 2nd class with 3rd class tickets.

CORRECTION
Tha last paragraph en |, Uyan-
goda's article “UTHUMANEN|
which 2ppeared in L. G, March |
1890 should have read:
“In this context, Gamini Fonse-
ka, by his faithful portrayal
of the real conditions of soclery,
dispels some of the dominant
eanventional illusions concerning
| them and shatters the optimism
| of the existing social authoricy, |
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PAKISTAN

Playing with fire

by S. M. Querishi

Q. What are Zia's chances of
survival......?

A. Before | offer you a direct
reply, | feel | should make a
basic criticism about the comment
on Pakistan which you sent me
and | found quite interesting....
In making Zia the focus of your
commentary you tend to over-
personalize  Pakistan’s current
problems and dilemmas.

If you look at the history of
Pakistani foreign policy you would,
for instance, be far less inclined
to take its proclaimed “‘nonalign-
ment" as seriously as you seem
o do.

In the first few years the new
state was preoccupied with  all
the physical problems that accom-
panied partition and the political
problems of party rule and
administration. When it did appear
to be sure of lts separate
identity it began to conceive and
formulate a foreign policy. That
policy was closely tled to Anglo-
American Interests. Of course,
as  British power declined and
British interests diminished, Paki-
stan became an instrument of US
policy. This had several aspects.
First of all, it earned the intense
suspicion  of India, particularly
over Kashmir and western support
for Pakistan on that issue. Secon-
dly, Pakistan, step by step, found
itself isolated from the general
“movement of newly independent
Aslan and African states: that s,
the newly awakened Afro-Asian-
ism whlich | think you people in
Sri. Lanka sometimes call the
spirit  of Bandung. As arms
supplies followed defence treaties
and other alignments with US
and  US-sponsored military  allja-
nces directed against the two
Communist powers, USSR and
China, Pakistan was converted
into a ‘cold war' bastion, You
will remember the affair or the
U-2 spy plane which took off
from a base near Peshawar, which
s now very much in the news

again, Finally, while  Indfa,
Afghanistan, Ceylon etc joined the
nonaligned  movement  Pakistan
chose ro continue its  pro-US
policy, helping to serve its
declared objective of 'containment’,
This was even more apparent as
militaty rule becamz the establi-
shed norm

Bhutto did try to improve re-
lations with India and the Soviet
Union but the basic thrust of
Pakistan's policy (that s anti-
India, anti-Afghanistan, anti-USSR)
remained unaltered. In  fact, it
was In a way strengthened by
the  US-China  rapprochement.
Pakistan's rulers, whether Bhutto
or Zia, and the upper bureacracy
which is the servile agent of its
uniformed master, all  regard
Pakistan's broker—rale as  the
finest achievement of our diplomacy.

| shall turn to your questian
about Zia later in this reply
because it strikes me that another
question you pose fits into the flow
of my argument at this polnt.

@. How genuine is Pakistan's
nonalignment  and can it be sus-
tained in the present context?

A. Pakistan's nonalignment was
not a free or honest choice but
2 decision forced wpon it by a
concatenation  of  circumstances,
mainly external. The chief impell-
Ing factor internally was of course
Zla's initial, irrevocable decision
to eliminate Bhutto physically and
Bhutto-ism politically, and Zia's
need for legitimacy and accepta-
bility abroad.

CENTO  dled
The revelutlon in
CENTO's abituary.

a natural deach.
lran  wrote
Pakistan did

not opt for nonzlignment. The
formal disability (membership in
a multilateral military  alliance)
was automatically removed. Far
from objecting te joining the
movement, the US and China
wanted Pakistan to get inside a

movement which was taking, frem

5. M. Querishi Is the pen |
name of a prominent Pakistani
seademic who did net wish to

identity *‘for per-

His letter from

some of the
him by the

sonal reasons'.
Lahore answers
questions  put o

“Lanka Guardian.*

‘ disclose his

their point of view, a basic direc-
tion that was hostile. Didn't some-
body at the Colombo conference
talk about ‘‘trojan horses'?

Q. Why did Zia talk about
‘beanuts’ when the US offered him
200 million dollars as new aid?
Does it show an anti-US tendency
in Pakistan today?

A. Not from Zia, and not
from the ruling clique, It is not
that Zia is unwilling to play the
American game. Oh, he is willing
all right. He wants a bigger
rake-off. He wants his reward to
be something more chan peanuts,
But there is a slight difference
in thinking in the upper echelons
in lIslamabad. Fundamentally, all
hold views that compal Fa[:istan
to play a subordinate, if not
servile, role in US-China geo-
strategy.  But there are those
who think that Chipa is the
mere reliable friend and patron.
There is a common ground betwaen
these two lines of thinking, Gat
arms and money from US, while
working closely with the Chinese
in  their regional  strategy.
Unfortunately, this maans Pakiscan
is pushed into a confrontation
with Afghanistan, and ctherefore
with tha Soviet Unian, This is
a very dangerous gama with
Incaleulable results. In ane sense,
It is the culmination of Pakistani
foreign policy over the years. |[n
another, It is the |Immediate re-
sult of Zia's own political plight.

Q. How will the recent events
in nelghbouring  Afghanistan and the
policles  that Pakistan is  now

(Continued on pope &)



AFGHANISTAN

Disruption and subversion

‘Tou lictle, too late' is the
all too famlliar verdict on

the refarmer who often defeacs

his own purpose and prepares
his own grave. Too much, too
soon could well be the equally

self-destructive method of the
naive or over—eager revolutionary,

It Is now a well-established fact
that Pakistan Is the base camp
of the Afghan rebels, and the
command centre of the increa-
singly  coordinated operation
mounted to de-stabilise and
subvert the revolutionary regime

installed in Kabul in April '7B.
And after the Iranian revolution
and the downfall of the Shah,

the regional policeman of the LS
and the publicly hailed hero of
Peking, north-west Pakistan became
the cperational base of Pakistan's
principal patrons, the US and
China, in their concerted campa-
ign agalnst the Soviet-backed

Kabul regime. (See PAKISTAN:
PLAYING WITH FIRE).
But if the possibilities for

successful subversion increased it
was because of the social and
political unrest caused by the
sweeping reforms introduced by
the revolutionary regime. These
soclal and economic  reforms
threatened to disrupt the feudal
structure of one of the world's
most backward countries, tradi-
tionally bedevilied by flercely
divisive ethinc conflicts.

Moting that the Karmal govern-
ment has been careful not to
announce new ecenomic decrees,
LIZ THURGOQD, reporting ta the
GUARDIAN, London from Kabul
reminded her  readers that
Afghanlstan, the size of France,
is described as one of the world's
least developed countries. Vith
a population slightly bigger than
Sri Lanka's the country’s literacy
rate is less than 2095. Life ex-
pectancy s not more than 45
years, and the average income Is
about Rs, 200/- per month,

Radical reforms (See REFORMS)
and steps towards social emancipa-

&

| REFORMS
1. Legislation of trade umions.

| 2, Cancellation of all debts owed
| by peasants (usury)

| 3. Extensive land reform inititated

| January lst 1979 — perviously all
arable land was owned by 5% of the
land owners. Under the land reform
a ceiling of 15 acres was imposed.
All surplus land was to be taken
without compensation and distributed
free to landless peasants and no-
mads. already 150,000 formerly
landless families have received 1
hectare of land each. A total of
680,000 families  stand o benefit

| from the land reform programme.

4, Equal rights have been pranted
to women who were earlier, bought
and sold as commoditics, Arranged
maorjages have been  banned  and
limilations placed on dowries.

5. Pledges have been made to
nationalize at least 51%; of indusiry, |

6. The npational rights of Afgh- |
pnistan's various peoples have been
recognised.  Steps to establish news-
papers,  rmadio  programmcs and
educational facilities, These measures
have a destabilising effect on Pakistan |
awing to the example it holds out
to the Baluchis.

7. The old state apparatus has |
been purged, and most officers above

the rank of major have been dismissed.

tion can have the most disrupting

effects In the short—run, That
this is not merely an academic
lesson drawn from the study of

socleties in rapid transition fs
seen in this graphle account by
James STERBA of the New York
Times:

“pand reform  attempts updermined
their village chiefs. Portralts of Lenln
threatened thelr religious |eaders. But
it was the Kabul revolutionary govern-
menc's grantlng of new rights to women
that pushed orchedox Maslem men in
the Pushtun vlllages of eastern Afghaistan
into picking up their guns.

“The government 3aid our women had
to attend meetings and our children
had to go to schoaols,” said Shahab
Uddin, a 40-yearcld farmer who fought
and then fled eight months agoe, *This
threatens our religion, We had te fight."

“The government §mposed Yarious
ordinances allowing women® freedom to
marey anyone they chose withour chelr

parents consent,” safd a farmer headma.

ster, who has adopted the fighting
name of Zamari.'*

“The mement the women ware
In¥ited te the meeting, the fighting

started’ Zamar} said, *Tha village men
met secréely” he =aid, ‘and organized
an attack, which began April 12"

Playing . ..

(Continued from page 3)

pursuing affect, if at all, the
situation in the North-West frontier
and Baluchistan? '

A. | particularly like the point
you made when comparing Yahya's
legacy and Zia's dangerous course.
| also agree generally with your
remarks on Baluchistan ete, based
| believe, on the excellent analysls
of Fred Halliday.

Mot all the so-caled aid from
the US, nor the help from its
“most trusted ally'’, China, nor
the money from the Shah or the
oil sheiks have rescued Pakistan
from itscondition of under-develop-
ment. ©On the contrary, the
econemic situation has got worse;
the impoverished masses have been
condemned to Intensified forms
of exploltation; the problems of

uneven development within the
country have been aggravated,
sharpening in turn the national
question, the rights of the
Baluchis, Pushtuns and so on.

Yahya saw Pakistan lose its

east wing. WWhat will be Pakistan’s
fate under Zla? Coming now to
his own future.,....Ansther major
political upheaval and he can be
blown off his perch. Or another
group of officers with another
general as its leader will oust a
man who Is universally unpopular,
As he goes on playing the US-
China game against Afghanistan,
Zia may unwittingly trigger a
fresh uprising In Baluchistan and
he will have to turn those guns

which he has been promised
against the Baluchis, He signed
Bhutto's death warrant  gladly,

His own death warrant could be
the next.



An

for dictators

by Jack Anderson

HE lranian crisis won't disap-
pear when the fate of the
hostages in finally settled. Recrimi-
nations will start bubbling to the

surface of the American political
landscape.
The question to be answered

goes deeper than our humiliation
in Tehran, serious a2s that has
been. It goes to the heart of
U.S. foreign policy: what Is to
blame for the hatred and ridicule
that have been heaped on this
country In recent years, and what
can be done to reverse the
situation? In a way, it's unfortunate
that this issue will be discussed
In the overblown rhetoric of an
election year, because |t is one
that deserves more dlspassionate
consideration.

The Iranian crisis is only the
lacesc, and most dramatic, evidence
of the enmity the United 5tates
has aroused by Its support of
repressive dictators In the name
of anti-communism. In Micaragua,
a Techeran-style bagklash was
prevented only  because  the
revolutionaries who ousted the
U.S. backed Anastasio Somoza
wera less fanatical than cthe mullah
in Iran. In Cambodia, revenge
for our support of the corrupt
Lon Mal was avoided because
there were no Americans left to
terrorize. In South America and
Africa, we continue to prop up
the regimes of generals who beat
their countrymen with one hand
and rob them with the other.

As a basically decent man who
inherited years of locked-in-
concrete zlliances, Jimmy Carter
has reaped the whirlwind sown
by his predecessors. After two
years of kowtowing to Shah
Mchammed Reza Pahlavi, for exam-
ple, he was finally persuaded that

The author ir ane  af Amerir:c.r"'.i
leading colummnists.

the Shah's fate was sealed, and

played a crucial role In his final
exit.

But It was too little and too
late. The revolutionaries wha
custed the Shah remembered only
the decades of U.S. support for
the tyrant, not Carter’s pressure
oen him te moderate his rule,
And to our client dictators, who
have been trading on their anti-
communism for billions in U5,
aid over the wyears,” Carter's
abandonment of the Shah was seen
as simple treachary to an old ally,

The intelligence community's
role in America's current no-—win
rredlcament is certainly worth
ooking into. Didour intelligence-
gathering agencies send honest,
accurate infermation te Washington,
where it was distorted at the
top levels to conform to polltical
policies already established? Or
did the experts at the Central
Intelligence Agency and the State
Department censor their own
reports to tell the policymakers
what they wanted to hear?

For years | had reported that
the shah was unpopular with the
Iranian masses and quite likely
to be deposed by popular revolution.

This information was reported
by U.S. intellipence, which consi-
dered the Shah an unstable
megalomaniac, But it was apparently
ignored in favour of more optimistle
assessments,

incurable fondness

Only two months before the
Shah's collapse, Carter’s national
security adviser, Zbignicw Brzes

zinskl, telephoned the Iranian
dictator and assured him 100
percent. In a matter of weeks,

the reality of the Shah's collapsing
situatlon finally sank In, and Carter
withdrew his pledge of support,
after the Shah had refused to
liberalize his rule.

In Cambodia, knee-jerk
communism saddled the United
States with  another corrupt,
unpopular dietator, Lan MNol. When
this pathetle bumbler was thrown
out by the savage Pal Pat regime,
which was in turn overthrown
by Yietnamese-backed communists,
the United States had no place
to go. The result was the shameful
1.5, vote in the United Mations
to reccgnize the government of
Pol Pot, although he had butcherad
half the population of Cambodia.

antl=

In Micaragua, only when it
became obwvious that Apastasio
Somoza — whose corrupt 40 years
of family rule was made possible
by U.5. backing — was losing out
to a popular revelr, did the
Uniced States give up — after an
attempt to rob the rebels of
victory by back-door maneceuvring.

OQOur apparently incurable fondness
for dlctators — who need only to
Spaut @ convincing anti—communist
line and assure us of their stabilicy
more
long. In

trauble
Argentina

— may get us in
befare too

AFTER SEEING TORTURE CHAMBERS & VICTIMS

Commission shaken by
unimaginable atrocities




and Chile, we continug to back
represslve  military regimes to
protect U.5. business interests,
And in Zaire, another who enjoys
American support,  President
Mobutu Sese Seko, iz repartedly
heading toward a Somoza-style
debacle. He has enriched himself
while his people starved and
imprisoned any who dared critize
his dictatorship. But he jovially
wines and dines U.5. officials and
businessmen.

Robert Remole former head of
the U.S. embassy's political section
in Kinshasa, told me Mobutu's
days may be numbered. Remole's
summary of the situation puts
the U. S. predicament in a nutshell.

“Mobutu's an s. o. b.," he
explained, "but the powers—that
-be say, as always, that he's
our 5. o. b. I’'m sure he's not
going to be around much longer....
the people of Zalre will blame the
Unicted States for supperting him."

Those who will not learn fram
history are doomed to relive it,
It's time U. S, policymakers read
a little of our recent history so
we won't be doomed te repeat
it endlessly.

Letters . . .
(Continued from page 2}

of these Mao had no control.
| know from unimpeachable
saurces that Mao told a delega-
tion of Chilean Marxist-=Leninists,
who had remonstrated with
him against China's attitude to
the Chilean fascist junta, that
he agreed that China's policy
was wrong and revisionlst, He
told them not to be idealist or
metaphysical and that there
were two lines within the
Chinese party and that he could
not always ensure that the
correct line was followed, He
advised the Chilean comrades
to stick to their correct ideas.

There were, ofcourse, other
matters on which Mao seems
to have erred. We, ourselves,
had occassion in 1973 to write
to the Chinese party and point
out that Its attitude to the
government of 5ri  Lanka-
particularly their providing arms
—was Indefensible. But we consi-
der that Mac Tsetung Thought

is fundamentally correct despite

certain aberations In foreign
policy matters after 1971. Buc
we do not subscribe to the

theory of anyone’s infallibility.
But Mac never advocated an
alliance with US imperialism to
Isolate Soviet soclal-imperiallsm,

M. Sanmugathasan
Colombo 3

Daylight Thuggery
We wish to thank you for

the publicity given by the
‘Lanka Guardian’ to incidents
of thuggery which occured

outside Bank of Ceylon, Central
Office,

We are confident that your
valuable journal will continue
to expose acts of wrong-doing
of this nature and serve as the
watchdog of the rights of all
sections of the people.

A. Valentine Merinnege

Secratary, Bank of Ceylon Branch
of CBEU
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BRAIN DRAIN (2)

WHY PROFESSIONALS EMIGRATE

by Mervyn de Silva

hat makesa man migrate?

To uproct oneself from one's
own environment and to sever
personal and family ties is surely
z painful wrench. Yet a great num-
ber among the most skilled peo-
plein developing countries continuye
to take the plunge.

Drawing on studies undertaken
by four independent experts, a
recent report the Uniced Mations
Conference onTrade and Develop-
ment identifies the lure of higher
income and living standards as
the principal cause. Important
also Is ‘soclal environment and
working condltions’., A closer
inquiry into skilled migration,
Its magnitudes, composition and
direction, reveals other impelling
factors too. These include cthe inter-
natienalization of skilled manpow-
er, the comparative advantages
gained by some developing coun-
tries in producing and exporting
skills, amu:iP immigration and emi-
gration policies of the rich and
the poor countries.

On both sides of this relatlon-
ship there are what is commonly
designated as “push'> and “pull”
factors. An examination of
their actual operation points
to the crucial fact of depen-
dence, itself a manifestation
of the fundamental character
of a world economy in which
“‘unequal devolopment" is acen-
tral feature.

Efforts at control

In moving towards action to
deal with the situation, there has
been a recognition of the differ-
ent Interests of different develop-
ing countries. As a result a
broader framewark for practical
measures is emerging, “Intensive",
“'regulatory’ and “de-linking"" poli-
cies constitute the three main areas
of action.

While it is almost impossible to
reduce the salary differentials bet-
ween the rich and poor nations

ina manner that would substan-
tially affect emigration flows, Incen-
tives such as enhanced salaries
remaln a standard response. But
such a step, especially when app-
lied on a selective basis, often
creates new problems by distore-
ing local wage structures,

Far more hopeful isa
effort-aimed at the improvemant
of the Institutional features of
professional life. This could even
attract back expatriate skills, Tem-
porary research Jobs and the use
of expatriate professionals in parti-
cular projects may also offera short
LETM  answer,

planned

Restrictions self-defeating

Regulatory and restrictive mea-
sures in the sphere fo emigration,
another stock-response, have not
only invited moral criticism and
protest but proved cumbersome
and self-defeating in practice. This
line of attack, often abandoned in
the face of protest, has angered
and demoralised the professional
community, somatimes tempting
It into ingenious and dubious
modes of escape.

The argument that the problem
Is rooted in the “over-expansion®
of educational facilities does not
stand up too well under serious
scrutiny, Rather than a reduction
of these facilities what might be
more useful is the “indigenization™
of professional training systems.
This would not only make the train-
Ing mare relevant to local condi-
tions, but reduce the International
mobility of the country’s profess-
ienals, This would not, of course
prevent poor nations from helping
each other. To ensure this exch-
ange of skills, bilaceral and subre-
glonal, there could be a more
efficient division of labour within
developing regions. That [s, in the
proeduction of and trade in skills.

To deal effectively with the flow
of human resources among nations,
several attempts have been made

Part = of a featiure specially
written for and circulated by
the U.N Office of Information
N.F

to come up with acceptable accoun-
ting procedures. One of the UN-
CTAD experts, lagdish Bhagwatl of
MIT has suggested that three ele-
ments be distinguished in inter-
national accounting:

(a) official flows;
{b) the nominal private flows;

and
{c) the imputed capital flows
implicic in the movement

of skilied manpower,

Since two approaches have been
proposed with regard to the mode
of compution- 'Historic cost’ (HC)
and ‘Present Discounted WValue'
(PDV). The Exporters’ Group has
recommended that the question of
fair and feasible methods of mea-
suring human resource flows be
furcher examined.

Compensation for the drain

With ether studies in bath deve-
loping and developed countries,
and an increasing body of exper-
tise, the International discussion
on the 'brain drain® has now rea-
ched a stage where two questions
figure prominently. First, the issue
of compensation for the councries
that have helplessly borne chis
drain for so leng. Secondly, the
problem of how best the gains
that have accrued to the rich can
be shared.

Several interesting proposals are
now assuming clearer shape, Ifa
‘direct assessment' on the host
developed councry were levied, its
proceeds could be used for deve-
lopment projects In the poor coun-
tries. This could be done directly
by the developing country or thra-
ugh a Special Fund. Many varia-
bles would determine  each
country's contribution to the Fund
and each poor country’s share of

g



the proceeds but this exercise [ = S
would not be too difficult.

The LS. tax system and tax-
exemption practices have also In-
spired jdeas that could be profit-
ably adapted. A global tax system
could, for example, Include a E—.i:lad;_
erate supplementary tax on skille
mjgrantsppto be used for develop- | Pla IS
mental projects In the poor coun-

trias, |
Since mlgrants’ remittances have
come to play a not inconsiderable

part in the balance of payme?;:s
of many poor countries, it has d

been grol:];osud that the [MF's Or gOO taStE¢
Compensatory Financing  Facillty
be extended to cover fluctuations
in earnings from such remittance
thus cushioning the poer from ano- |

ther adverse effect of recessio-
nary trends in the develeped world.,

As the Norch=South debate con-
tinues, we are sure to hear mare
about these and other proposals
to turn the ‘brain draln’ inte an
irrigation canal.

THE GREY-EYED KING

by Anna Akhmeatova

Glory to you, pain unending!
Yesterday died the grey—eyed king.

The autumn evening was stifling and
red.

At the door iy hushand quietly said:

*You know, ke went hunting with
his hound;

His body by the old oak they found.

*So young!...Jt's sad for the queen,

they say:
In one night her golden hair turned
grey.’

His pipe from the mantelpiece he
roolk,

And in he went 1o work on his book.

e
LOMSUNMER FROTECTION 2CT—GOVEANKERE WARNING:
SAOMING AN BE HAAMPLL TD HEALTH

My dawghter in bed now I'll wake: g
In her grey eves one look I'll 1ake. -

But beyoned the window the poplars
sing:

'On earth o more is yonr king,
yeur fing.’

Translated by
Reggie Siriwardena




DEVELOPMENT (4)

Tradition and progress — No conflict

by Godfrey Gunatilleke

he questions relating to

tradicional value systems, the
place of religion, the role of the
family and kinship ties did figure
as an Important element in the
vision of a desirable future life.
But here [t is difficule to draw
any significant conclusions. In most
cases the responses indicated thar

the future society which is the
outceme of development should
retain these elements and thar

they were valued by the households
who were participating in the
dialogue. There were of course
the minority which questioned the
importance to be assigned to
these values in  a process of
development. But even In these
cases many were objecting to the
institutional form which religion
has taken and the vested interests
which had organised cthemselves
around jt. The substance of
religion and its importance for
the lives of individuals was seldom
unequlvocally dismissed, But the
dialogues do not help us to
understand how the participants
themselves saw the conflict between
what they valued in the traditional
value systems on the one hand
and the new life stylas, wvalues,
consumption patterns on the ather,
which would inevitably grow out
of the changes and the developments
that were taking place. While
recognising the importance of
religious values and cultural Identity,
the responses seldom went on to
consider how these had to be
protected and preserved in the
process of development.

First, the dialogues da not seem
to have perceived any sharp conflict
or confrontation between tradition
and modernity, between religious
values and the modern scientific
materialistic atritudes. Second,
while there was a vague awareness
of the threat to the preferred
systems 25 a resule of the entry
of urban life styles and ways of
living, this threat itself was not
clearly articulated ner was there
a sufficient understanding of ies
significance, On the basis of the

material available, it is not possible
to derlve any conclusions as to
how these rural communities
maintain their equilibrium within
this somewhat confused ideological
frame. One expected a greater
awareness of the Inherent canflices,
On the other hand, it Is also
likely that the rural communities
did not perceive a sharp eonflice
between the religious system and
the modern development process
leading to material wellbeing, [t
would seem that the moderateness
of expectations has some connection
to the ideclogy in the village
and to the way in which the
pursuit of material improvement
and the value systems which
emphasise  non-material needs
somehow are held together and
co-exist at present. It would be
useful to examine these themes
in greater detail. What is nece-
ssary is ‘to  inguire whether in
fact at the less-than-conscious
level, these communities seck to
evolve their own synthesis of
tradition  and medernity  and
provide for the eco-sxistence of
different value systems wichout
engendering sharp conflicts berween
them. These comments however
are of a speculative nature and
would need to be substantiated
by much more detailed work at
the village lavel,

in the same context most
participants both at che local and
national levels argued faor a
separation of religion from palitics,
This was essentially a reaction
against the mobilisation of religious
support for political ends and was
derived from a concern to prevent
the religisus dimension from being
profaned by the political processes
and to protect the incegrity of
religion in society. The majarity
of respondents did not distinguish
the politicisation of religion from
the constructive role that religion
might play in development and
soclal change. Surprisingly enough,
they did not emphasis the moral
and ethical force of religion for
society and the processes of

| This is the final part of the

| ouin conelusions reached by the
Marga research project, National

| Dinlogue on Development. |

Government as a whole, The
notion of "dharmista’ er 'righteous’
Government, the avowed objective
of the ruling party was not
commented upon explicitly in this
context. This could have been
the result of the way in which
the dialogue was structured and
the issues were rajsed. What
might have been of great value
would have been the exploration

of the popular perception of
‘righteocus’ Gavernment,

The dialogues attempted to
distinguish the perceptions and

aspirations of the younger genera-
tion from those of the older
households. But In the discussions
themselves, while differences are
recognisable and there is generally
a higher level of expectation among
the youth there s no evidence
of asharp or irreconcilable conflict
of attitudes suggesting a deep
discontinuicy with tha past or
breakaway from the older genera-
tion. Neither does the diffarence
in levels of expsctation scand
out In sharp contrast to the
pattern of  differences among
households as a whole. Mare
analysis Is however nzedad before
any deflnite conclusions are drawn.

A large majority of the dialogue
participants did not wish to see
any major departure from the
existing political and economic
system. Most of them wished to
preserve the present palitical
system which enabled citizens to
exercise their power through the
vote and choose batwean competing
parcies. Thay wanted to achieve
the desirable future and imprave-
ments to the social system through
the processes of parliamentary
democracy. In the urban dialoguas,
howevar, there was repeatad
reference to the evils of the
party system, but the discussion
itself did not separate the abusas

I



arising from the exercise of power
by individual parties on the one
hand, and inherent weaknesses of
a multiparty system on the other.
The consensus however appears
to point in the direction of an
endorsement of a system which
preserves values of freedoms based
on free elections and the institu-
tionalisation of political opposition
and dissent by cltizens. The
preference of the majority s
clearly for an open society.

On the questions of social and
economlc organisation, there s
again the majority view that there
should be a mixed economy. The
approach to this  question by
those who favour a mixed economy
was not based on identical grounds,
In most cases there was a distrust
of large bureaucracles. The state
enterprises appear to have left a
popular impression of mismanage-
ment and Inefficiency. In this
context the private sector is seen
as a sector which mnst play a
significant role in development
and economic activity. At the
same time many participants seem
to argue for an important welfare
component administered by the
state, The dialogues themselves
have not probed wvery far to
examine the views of participants
regarding subsidies and free public
services. Some opinions expressed
seem to support a general strategy
which reduced the element of
subsidy provided the pace of
development was accelerated and
incomes rapidly increased. At the
same tlme many  participants
appeared to regard the mixed
economy as one In which the
state played an Important role
through its welfare services.

The theme of participation In
decislon-making received more
attention In the national dialogues
than at the village level. At the
natlonal level the need for a more
participative system was strongly
urged in several seminars. Partici-
pants argued that the parllamentary
electoral system in which voters
made their choice of Government
once in several years did not
adequately provide mechanisms for
continued invalvement of the people.
The current efforts at decentralisa-
tion was endorsed as a movement
in the right direction. Forms of
‘self-management’ [n enterprises

12

were strongly advocated at the
Trade Union seminars. It could
be said that the desirable system
that was projected at the
discussions was one which avoided
the processes of buresaucratisation
and the expansion of centralised
state machinery and which promo-
ted instead decentralisation, self-
management and the participation
of the people. At the local level
hawever the theme of participation
did not evoke much comment.
The discussion of rural institutions
and the capacity for self-manage-
ment at the local level seldom
produced well-considered thought-
ful responses. The need for
strengthening local government
generally seemed to find support.
There was still evidence of strong
dependence on initiatives and
administrative action flowing from
the government system. In order to
elicit a more active response on
the Issue of participation, future
dialogues would have to focus
more specifically on It

What would be revealing would
be 2 more detailed analysis of
the subtle variations in the patterns
of expectation and the definition
of development goalsin the entire
range of village and national
dialogues. |n the general patterns
there are exceptions which stand
out. For example, the village of
Medakumbura is more outward
looking than mest vlillages with
a marked preference for government
employment and for more remunera-
tive jobs outside the village. This
is influenced by the occupational
structure of the village workforce
which includes several government
employees.

There s less value placed on
extended family ties and more
emphasis on the nuclear unit.
There is greater receptivity o
new values and In all respects a
higher level of expectation than
mest athér villages, The varlous
images of the better life at the
households, village, and national
levels which emerge from the
dialogues would therefore need to
be examined in greater depth In
relation to income levels, extent
of exposure to external and urban
influences  and  soclo-economic
structures, This would be under-
taken as part of the continuing
work on this project.
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Energy needs of rural sector in Sri Lanka

by D. S. R. Seneviratne

(Electrical Engineer, Energy Unit,
Ceylon Efectricity Board.)

Energ}r has always been and
shall continue to be an absolute
requirement for the existence of
mankind. The demand for energy
increases with economic develop-
ment. LUse of imported fossil
fuel llke coal & ofl will soon be
beyond our reach,

We have not yet been lucky in
locating oil, coal or natural gas
in Sri Lanka. Power through
Hydro Electricity generation will
be limited and expensive. Depen-
dency on imported fuel to meet our
day to day energy needs will contj-
nue to drain our foreign exchange
rapidly. The ever escalating world
oil prices will undoubtadly be amajor
threat towards the implementation
of the National Development
Programme.

@ Use of electricity and
subsidies on kerosena.

A major portion of the popula-
tion (75% to 80%) live in villages
and not’ more than 1054 of them
enjoy the facility of using elec-
tricity for lighting. The present
practice of wusing kerosene for
lighting and cooking by a2 large
number of urban and suburban
dwellers will invariably lead to
recurrent financial losses to the
State by way of annual grants and
subsidies. With the Increase in
the price of kerosene, many more
users of kerosene will change over
to the wuse of electricity and
firewood,

Cost of materials for transmission
linesare increasing rapidly shooting
up costs of rural electrification,
The domestic consumers find it
extremely difficult to meet the
initial costs of electrification due
to the rising costs of wiring
material,

The energy crises that we are
faced with, will increase the
demand, for the development of
alternate sources of energy.

® Use of firewood & defo-
restation-

Rising cost of kerosine will
increase the rate of deforestation.
With the dwindling forest reserves
the country will “finally end up
with vast extents of barren open
land; rendered unfertile due to
dried up streams and rivers.

Seasonal rains on these open
lands will promote soil erosion,
causing  silting  of  waterways
resulting  in  frequent floods,
destroylng food crops, houses,

etc. annually,

® The basic needs of energy
of the rural sector,

The basic domestic needs of
energy in the rural sectoar are
limited to-

(a) Lighting of 2 lamps per house
for 2 to 3 hours a day.

(b) Fuel for cocking2 to 3 meals
a day.

@ An approach to waste
utilisation as an alternate
source of energy.

Bio-gas obrained from anaerobic
fermentation of waste matter, such
as agricultural waste, droppings
from domesticated animals, dried
up straw, water weeds etc, cap
be usefully used as an alternate
fuel for meeting most of the energy
needs of the rural homes,

@® Other connected benefits
obtained through anaero-
bic fermentation of waste
matter,

I.  Utilisation of digested waste
material for farm yard application
as a soil conditioner,

2. Improvement of general
sanitary conditions through the
process of digesting the waste
matter such as animal & human
faeces. The anearobic fermentation
destroys many parasitic ova and
pathogenic organisms which causes
many diseases such as Round
Work, Hook Worm Tapeworm,
Typhoid, dysentery Hepatitis ete.

3. Contrel of environmental

pollution,

Fuel saving & other aspects—
adaptability to local conditions.

If properly developed bio-gas
can be wused to run internal
combustion engines for use in
farms and in small industries,

Rural electrification.

(a) Blo-gas can save fuel used
for engines used for the generation
of electricity in isolated rural areas,

Mechanisation of farms.
For running farm-house and

agriculeural  machinery  such  as,
paddy hullers, threshers, water
PUmPS Blc,

Indirect benefits,

In addition to the above the
following can be quantified as
some of the benefits that will

eventually accrue as a result of
uslng  waste matter for the
production of Bio-gas for use as
an alternate source of energy.

I. Benefits to the state, through
reduction of oil Imports and
savings from providing kerosene
at subsidised rates,

2. Saving of valuable land for
cultivation and development works.

3. Conservation of valuable
electrical energy for more produc-
tive and economic utillsacion.

4. Saving of valuable construc-
tion materials used for transmission
lines needed for providing elec-
tricity;

5. Greater agricultural produc-
tivity from plantations, saved from
clearing of way leaves, for erecting
High Voltage transmission lines.

6. Increased productive warking

hours; made available through
saving of time, spent in collecting
firewaod.

When considered as a section of
cost benefit analysis, the above
factors will be of some significance
from a national point of view.
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JVP’s foreign policy

by Chintaka

n an interview with the “Lanka
Guardian' early last year, Mr.
M. Sanmugathasan asserted that
“today, apart from the pro-Moscow
revisionist clique, his (Wijeweera's)
is almost the lone voice that
supports Soviet Social Imperialism
and its Cuban satelite.”” | quote
this statement of Shan's solely
since it is symptomatic of the
misleading propaganda spread by
Sri Lankan Maoists to the effect
that the LV.P Is pro-5Soviet, pro-

Cuban and pro-Vietnamese. lroni-
cally enough, thls is a wirtual
mirror image of the myth that

VWijeweera tries to asiduously dis-
saminate, not |east among his
Impressionable young followers. But,
just as a person cannot be Judged
by what he says about himself,
or by what his enemies say about
him, neither should we stick a
ro-Saviet/pro-Cuban label on the
N.P. with the readiness that
local Maoists demand and  WVYije-
weera wishes. In point of fact,
the ideological — theoretical fine
of the post—'71 JV.P. Is basically
neo-Trotskyite and therefore far
from a genuinely pro-Soviet/Cuban/
Vietnamese posture !, The con-
tradictlon between the IV.P's
ideclogy and its obvious search
for international recognition and
legitimacy from the guviet bloc
In general and Cuba in particular,
s a dichotomy that Wijeweera
Is.trying to disguise and suppress.
The propaganda by the local
Macists in fact is of considerable
assistance to Wijeweera in this
intellectually dishonest effort and
and negates the possible positive
effects of their continucus pole-
mical debate with the LVY.P. In
order to change a phenomenon it
Is first necessary to understand
that phenomenon correctly and
grasp its essential characteristics,
racher than attribute to It nen-
existent features arising fram one's
subjective prejudices — which s
what Maoists continue to do In
respect of the LVY.P.

As for the contradiction batween
the theoretical lines of the Cuban
revalutionary leadershlp and the
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1.V.P, even Wijeweera has been
compelled to admit it, albeit very
reluctantly, In public. | think that
our Maoists as well as Lanka
Guardlan readersin general would
find the following text of interest
in this respect. It s a previously
unpublished rough translation af
a series of gquestions asked from
Rohana Wijeweera, and the answers
given by him, at the end of the
well attended public rally held by
the J.V.P at Colombo’s New Town
Hall on the 3rd of January last
year. (1979) (The toplc of Wile-
weera's speech was "“The historical
significance of the Cuban revolution'
and the questions were raised by
a member of the audience.}

Q: Comrade, the [.V.P states that
Leninist Internationalism disappeared
fram the world communist movemeant
with Stalin’s assumption of power.
You alse state that Stolin waos an
opportunist who betrayed the world
revolution end adopted a policy of
post-Lenin  Menshevism. However,
Fidel Castro, Che Guevara ond the
Cuban Party have spoken of Stalin's
positive historical contributions and
him a great Marxist-
Leninist revolutionary leader. Isn't
it correct to say therefore that the
J.V.P's views on Stalin and the
history of the werld communist
movement are different and in foct
contrary to the views of the Cuban
comrades whom you yourself acknaw-
ledge as internationalist revelution-
aries?

A: Comrade, the IVP Is not
the local wing of the Cuban
Communist Party. Our theoretical
views are independent. You have
correctly presented our views on
Stalin. The comrades’ views may
be different. YWe too have read
views of Fidel and Che that you
mentioned,

Q: So comrade Wijeweera, do
you accept that in fact, the [VF's
views on this question aren't mercly
different but olso contradictory
to those held by the Cuban revo-
lutionary leadership?

#A: There is nothing to accept,
comrade, it is quite obvious.

‘that the present stage

Q: Thank you, comrade, My
next question concerns the [VP's
categorization of the USSR, and

grther socialist countries as ‘“degene-
atzd or d:formad wo rkers states.'
[sn't it correct that the Cuban
comrades reject this concept and
characterise the USSR etc. as so-
cialist states?  Aren't your respective
views contradictory on this guestion
too? By the way, the [VP's new
General Secretary, in his introductory
speech this evening referred to the
USSR as @ “socialist workers state.”
Does this imply a change of views
on your part?

A: We have not changed our
vlews in the lease, We still say
that there are certain political
degenerations in the USSR.  Our
General Secretary mentioned to
me just now that he wused the
term “socialist” on its popular
sense only. It Is true that the
Cuban comrades hold a different
opinion. They are completely free
to hold a different opinion. They
are completely free to hold their

vlews, just as we are free to
hold ours.
Q: More specifically, do you

comrades still assert that the Soviet
Union is ruled by o bureaucratic
stratum which has to be overthrown
by means of a political revolution?

A: Yes, we still that
view clearly.

assert

Q: Concerning the problem of
the stage of the revolution, the
Cuban comrades accept the histo-
rical correctness of the theory of
the so-called “two-stage revolution,”
while also accepting that the present
stage of the revolution in many
countries is socialist. But the JVP
rejects the concept of ‘‘People’s
natignal-democratic revelution” and
denies even the historical valldity
of the ‘“two-stoge revolution.”
Isn't this thesis of yours contradic-
tory to the Cuban position? To
clarify my own standpaint, | agree
of the 5ri

Lanka revelution is socialist....

A:  As a matter of fact comrade,
this view that we expressed was
our view too, upta [971. That



is the Cuban view toao. However,
we have progressed since then.
Perhaps the Cuban Party will also
advance and ene day agree with
our positien. Qur position is In-
dependent and Marxist—Leninist.
We arrived at it through indepen-
dent study, not by learning from
Cuba, the USSR or any other
country’s Communist Party.

Q: Comrade, various unjted fronts
such aos the Citizens Revolutionary
Front, played o significant role on
the Cuban revolution. In fact Fidel
Castro drafted o programme for
this united front and fought forits
creation. Even upto today the Cuban
leadership strongly urges the unity
of popular forces against imperialism
and local reaction. Isp't your view
on  "united front's" diametrically
oppesed to the Cuban position?

A: For our part we shall never
enter into any united frant with
traitors and opportunists. We
cannct adopt the method of the
Cuban revolution, in the same
manner In our country. Simply
because the struggle there began
from the Sierra Maastra mauntains,
W cannot t!‘}" to commence gz
struggle from the Sinharaja forests!

Q: Comrade, the Cuban revelu-
tion proved once again the correct-
ness of the strategy of armed

struggle as the road to socialism,

What is your view on the question
of the armed rood and the
peaceful road? ‘

A: On  this question, our

standpoint is very similar to that
of comrade Castro's, as enunciaced
In his speech following the un-
successful assault on  Moncada.
QOur  view is the same as that
ef Engels. In fact | clarified our
position in my speech to the
CJlC.. As Engels says In his
“Principles of Communism", it is
we revolutionaries who wish most
fervently for a peacefui transition
to socialism. The decision Js
however made by the ruling bour-
geclsie, and not by us.

Q But surely comrade, all the
lessons of history 5o far (including
that of Chile, for Instance), goes
to prove that the possibility of g
peaceful transition ta  socialism is
highly remote. Wouldn't you ogree?

A: That is notalogical argument
comrade. Simply because some

thing didn't happen in the past,
in history doesn’t mean that it
cannot or will not occur in  the
future. . ..

That was the end of that partl-
cular exchange.

What this goes to prove is
that on almost every key issue
of the theoretical lines of the JVP
and Cuba respectively there is
divergence and disjuncture rather
than the congruency and comple-
mentarity that Maoists and 1VPers
alike would prefer to Imply.

Both in his “Prison Writings"
as well as in his brilliant two
volume survey of the Latin Ame-
rican revolution entitled “A Cri-
tigue of Arms," Regis Debray
comments on the attitude of
Trotskyists  of the Paris based
Unified Secretariat towards the
Cuban and Vietnamese revolutions.
These elements would extend their
support in terms of journalistic
propaganda but would prefer to
lgnore the concrete slogans, pro-
grammes, tactical alliances, external
linkages and post-revolutionary
policies adopted. Thereby they
would try to overlook the theo-
retical underpinnings of these reveo-
lutions which are contrary to their

Own  sectarian  strategies  and
tactics.
When pressed to look clasely

at these factors they would say
that they had certain reservations
to make on these questions and

that thelr atticude {5 one of
critical suppert!

Debrary's description fits the
IVP almost perfectly, The IVP
support for Cuba and Yietnam,
though vociferous, is superficial,

and in the lastanalysis opportunistic,
lts foreign policy postures and
slogans are not grounded in firm
theoretical conviction. s positians
on Cuba are in no way different
from those of Ernest Mandel's
Unified Secretariat, tha American
Sociallst  Workers Party (SWP),
Alain  Krivine's ICR, the Latin
American Secretariat of the Man-
delite - USec led by Livia Maican
and Peter Camejo. All these are
Trotskyist groupings and Wije-
weera's analysis Is derived largely
from these ‘sources, just as his
account of the history of world
communism after Lenin is derived
from Trotsky's works such as

“Revolution Betrayed® and “Third
International after Lenin.”

Rohana Wijeweera is determined
never to repeat his international
isolation of 1971, and has therefora
abandoned his earlier Maoist posi-
tion of “self-reliance.”" Fine. He
has also taken cognizance of the

new militancy of Seoviet foreign
policy roughly since 1975, and
should be congratulated on his

perceptiveness. He must however

be forced to confront the can-
tradiction between this external
orientation and the theorerical

orientation of the IVP post-1971.
This orientation Is made explicic
in his magnum opus “Proletarian
Internationalism or Opportunism"
— which owes much to the Fourth
International's regular publications
such  as  International  Socialist
Review (ISR), |INPRECORR and
“Militant.” The JVP's new set of
5 lectures includes one on the
“history of the Menshevization
(sic) of the world communist
movement," which contains an
Identifiably Trotskyist line of ar-
gumentation passed off to the IVP
cadres as “Comrade Wijeweera's
contribution to Marxism-Leninism
and the struggle to rebuild a new
Leninist International,”

Wileweera is seeking to be a
beneficiary of the policy of “'dual
recognition’” that Cuba acecords
both to official C.P's as wall as
to revolutionary guerrilla move-
ments in  Latin  America. The
Vietnamese alsa follaw this policy.
For instance in India they have
official links with both the CpJ
and the C.M.P,

One stumbling block to that
kind of recognition however |s
the J¥P's refusal to make a genulne
self criticism of the 97| events,
Another obstacle turns out to
be the IVP's refusal to enter
a united front with the CPSL on
the local scene. But these questions

do not concern us here. The
third obstacle does. |¢ js the
contradiction hbetween the IVP's

current foreign policy posture and
their idelogical foundation.

All Marxists including those of
the CPSL, should focus on chis
fatter point in order to stimulate
discussion and debate amang the
WP cadres and leadership.

Mota (I} See “JVP and Troeskyism®™
L.G. Yol | Mos 12 and |3,



GAMINI : Trigls of movie-

GAMINI FONSEEKA, Sri
an  exclusive
GUARDIAN" on hiv current film"

personality, gave

Lanka's best known screen
interview to the “LANKA
UTHUMANENI". The

film, a hard-hitting criticism of police methods, the judicial
system and the cruel injustices imposed on innocent people by

those who wield power, sparked a conltroversy in

the press

last month. The second part appears in our next issue.

QUESTION |-What in your
opinion was the reason why
your film was not given an air-
conditioned cinema at the start?

The question forces me to go
back a little In time and analyse
the various situations the film had
to face, | am talking about the
time [t was first submitted to the
State Film Corporation as a script.
The script was held by the Corpo-
ration for more than 7 months,
the reason being that the Corpo-
ration officials felt that it was
necessary to submit the script to
the |GP, the Police, and also the
Ministry of Defence before they
could sanction the making of such
a2 film. Den't ask me how | did
it, but | managed to get a copy
of a letter, a printed form with
the blanks filled in, attached to
the script which was sent for the
perusal of the police. ¢

First of all | think It was
unnecessary because they were
seeking the opinions of the Police
but not trying to feed the Police
with their epiniens, | am talking
about the S5tate Film Corporation,
The very fact that they attached
this printed form with the blanks
filled in, making thelr observations
of the script, | thought, could have
been Interpreted as an attempt
to bralnwash the police. There
was not asingle favourable comment
on the seript. In other words,
they had said the script (story) had
no soclal er cultural value, They
had categorieed the story In cne
of the columns meant fer that
question and answer, asan ordinary
love story. MNow that most of
you have seen the film you will
know that love has very little to
do with this whole film, but
somehow the Corporation official
or officials who read the script
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were able to gather only this
much, after 7 months of procrasti-
nation. Even the Issuing of the
raw film licence was unduly delayed
and finally the licence was obtained
after my unit of techniclans and
artists had arrived on location.
It was under athreat to take It

up with the higher authorities
that the licence was finally
granted.

| must mentlon at this stage,
that In those 7 months | had

already contacted certaln artistes
to play various roles in this film

and thanks to the Corporation
officials | had to release them
from their obligation and re-

contract other artistes. Personally
| had no Intention of playing a
role in this film. My Idea was
to cast Teny Ranasinghe In the
role of Siripala. He had given
me the necessary dates, but due
to the delay on the other side,
Tony was compelled to accept
other contracts, However, | am
thankful to him for agreeing to play
a much smaller rale, 1t was, | think
on his side, purelyafriendly gesture.
Tony and Il:'had worked together
on many films before and we had
worked together with  great
understanding. He s alse one of
those who played a very significant
role in my earlier directorial
venture “‘Parasathumal” and he
was determined to mark his pres-
ence, so to say, and as a result
lre played the small but significant
role of the Prosecutor (state counsel).
| am merely giving you certain
Indicatlons of the obstacles this
venture had to face from time to
time. | will talk about other
things in relation to your later
questions.

VWas there any reason why this
film was not given an air-condi-

makers

i

tioned cinema In  Colembol
Actually | cannot offer you a
reason. The reasons could only

be offered by the 5State Film Corpo-
ration. You know that there was
a 5ch circult  formed for the
purpose of showing films of cultural
or artiselc value and that was done
on the orders of His Excellency
the President and one of the
conditions that were taken for
granted more or less, was that
such films should receive at least
one alr-conditioned cinema iIn
Colombo. So, If there were any
reasons for not giving me this
cinema, | think the best person
to answer that should be the
General Manager of the State
Film Corporation. Here | must say
a word of thanks to the Chairman
of the Corporation, the new
Chairman of the Corporation, Mr.
Anton Wickremasinghe, who made

It possible for this film to be
shown at all in the 5ch elreuit.
Had he not done so, the film

would have actually been shown at
least one year later.

QUESTION 2 - The Corpora-
tion says that the quota of
running time for Sinhala films



given to the air-conditioned
theatres in Colombe was over.
Therefore the release of your

film had to be delayed. Is this
correct?
That's your question. | must

remind the gentlemen of the State
Film Corporation that s anarrange-
ment they came to with the sellers
of Western Films much later on.
At the time my film was censored,

or went In for censorship there
was no  such condition, It was
later that they came to such
agreements. Yell | don't know
how much later it was, but up
to the time my film was ready

for release, all films, one after the
other, all Sinhala films that were
categorised as good films—(l am not
golng to sit down here and debate
whether some of them were good
enough for the 5th circuit or not,
but whatever was chosen as good
films) were regularly released with
no problems at all. The only film
that faced this problem was “Uthu-
maneni”,

So In relation to this questian,
again, if that was the case, then
why did the Geperal Manager of
the Corporation, offer my producer,
Mr. Ariyaratne Perera, a release
at the Rio and why did he subsequ-
ently Inform the producer that the
Rie will not be available? If he
offered the Rio then there must
have been screen time.. Subsequ-
ently, they offered the Plaza Thea-
tre. The release of the Rio was
refused one day before the release
of the picture. Then having offered
the Plaza, after the producer had
sent out the publicity material
announcing the release of the
film, they refused to give the
Plaza for some reason or other,
So, | think cthere is a lot of
contradiction in their statement.
Then, they say that the quota of
running time for Sinhala films was
not available. The Rio is an alr-
conditioned cinema, the Plaza is
not. Both theatres were offered
and at the last moment, just be-
fore the copy was sent in, the
release was refused. So | think
the question should now be add-
ressed to the General Manager of
the State film Corporation.

One thing more—| must say
that the Corporation finally agreed

to glve the Regal cinema exactly
20 days after the release of the
pleture. The picture was released
withoutasingle theatre in Colombo,
The print that was meant for the
so—called alr-conditioned cinema in
Colombo had finally, after a delay
of 4 days, to be released in the
Casino Theatre, Matale; a far cry
frem the Majestic, the Liberty
or any other theatre that they
could have offered us, but this
happened after much noise was
made by a well-known film critic
over the SLBC; after his review
had appeared in the Times of
Ceylen and after producers were
compelled to make a statement
toaleftist paper called che “Aththa™
Suddenly, we found things happen-
ing, suddenly the Regal theatre
was available, suddenly, the show
time was avallable and now the
Regal Theatre has baen given to
us for a peried of 5 weeks,

QUESTION 3 - Are you
aware of any pressures from
the Police, the legal profession
or the medical profession, which
were brought to bear on thea
Film Corporation or on theatres
in Colombe, so that your film
would not geta wide showing?

The answer to the latter part
of the question is a brief "No",
because no outsider can exercise
any kind of influence or powar
over the theatres, The only people
who can do that, who are capable of
doing that, or who have the pOWErs
ta do that, will be the State
Film Corporation. Let us get back
to the earlier part of the question.
| must say there was pressure
from the police representative an
the Censor Board to delete or
cut certain sequences, to which |
am aware that the Chairman of
the Censor Board, Mr. D. H. Abey-
singhe, objected. So thanks to
him, the slaughter was prevented
at that end. It was merely an
attempt, to save the much tarnished
image of the Pollce force and you
only have to read the dally papers

to find out what the Police are
up te in this country. | am not
saying that all officers fall into

the same category, but a few bad
ones have done enough to tarnish
their collective image and one
cannot blame me for talking about
it in my film.

The legal profession so far has
not objected to the film in any
way. Instead | had some very
encouraging letters, and telephane
calls from leading ‘lawyers, but
the medical profession did show
some opposition to the fiim. |
was told by the Chairman of the
State Film Corporation, Mr. Antan
Wickremasinghe, of a letter that
was writcen by the GMOA protes-
ting thet the doctors had been
cast in a bad light —also asking
for 5 passes (5 free tickets in
other words) to see the picture

and  determine whether this
complaint was actually true. By
this time, the film had been

released, and |, on behalf of the
producers, refused to granc them
any kind of free tickets ora free
show for that mateer, | told Mr,
Wickremasinghe that they were
quite free to buy their own
tickets and see the film and then
find out for themselves the nature
of the complaint. | am sure Mr.
Wickremasinghe would have conve-
yed it to them by now. On the
other hand, on many occasions
there was a great deal of
opposition to the film from within
the Corporation jtself,

| am sure you are aware of the
number of odd committees that
have been setup, the number of
odd advisory committees set up
some time ago, who are expected
to advise the Corporation, but
instead, keep on laying down the
law, | am told even to the
present Chalrman, There were
interested parties, some of them
were people Involved inthe trade,
in the film profession, script
writers, people who have beean

directing films mainly, and such
types had for wobvious reasons
thrown many obstacles In  the
way of the film. | am told by
reliable contacts within  the
Corporation that cthe film was
viewed and cthen shelved en a

number of occasions.

QUESTION 4- Were there
any sequences in your film
which were cut for political or
other reasons?

Well | must say there were
many attempts made, especlally as
I had said earlier, in the absence
of Mr. D. H. Abeysinghe, the
Chairman of the Board, who was
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very much for the film and who
prevented the film from being
mutilated by certaln interested
parties in the Board. But |
think your question Is pertinent
in terms of my earlier work.
For instance, | wrote the theme
for “Sarungale™ a film which was
seen some time earlier on the
screen (a few months earlier).
The story was based on the
communal disturbances of 1958
and it was an attempt at painting
out to the Sinhalese and Tamils
alike that there was actually not
much difference between the two
races —their faiths, their bellefs,
their customs and traditions, as
made out by pocliticians whose
effort it has been always to
capitalise on this human weakness
—~cammunzalism. “Sarungale’ faced
many oblections by the previous
Censor Board. When | say previous,
| am talking about the Censor
Board appointed by the previous

government. |t lingered on even
after this government came into
POWEr.

The primary objections were to
certain truths that were shown
in the film. | could have understood
this very “much because the
incidents shown in  this film
happened during a different regime
whose appointees were the previous
Censor Board, but | could not
understand at all why the same
opinions were upheld by:a new
Board of Censors appeointed by
this government-the UNP Govern-
ment, unless of course they were
trylng te whitewash politicians
on the other side who were in their
favour— politicians of the previous
regime who were in their favour
or, unless some of them had
already started making overtures
to those who would or could
come into power in future. | have
noticed such tendencies among
officlals, that is why | want to
mention this. lust a few months
or a few years after a government
comes Into power, You always get
the official who stands around
waving to those who are to come,

They slaughtered the film very
badly. They also cut one very
yery poignant sequence in the film.
This finally brought about a total
Imbalance in the whole thing.
The Sinhalese felt that | had

L]

spoken too heavily for the Tamil
people. The reason for cutting
the sequence was never explained,
| heard a murmur in the background
to say that such a sequence may
“'upset the susceptibilities of the
Tamil people in this country™. The
sequence was to dowith Madarajah,
the central character in the story,
speaking in opposition to the
demand for  Eelam — Madarajah
pointing out to the Tamils where
they had gone wrong — Madarajah
pointing out to the politically
inclined Tamils in  this country
that it was that kind of dircy
politics that made it Impossible
for the Tamils and the Sinhalese
of this country to exist In harmony

and peace asthey had for several
centuries,
Mow the authority that finally

decided on this was none other

than the Deputy Minister of
Defence, Mr. erapiciya. Mr,
Werapitiya, backed subsequently

by the other "yes'" men on the
Board and Wickramasingne, decided
to censor the sequences, |In
other waords, by this very action
Mr. VWerapitiya and others some-
how proved to the more sensible
people In the film industry that
they were in other words, for
Eelam.

| have heard or read of what
Mr. Cyril Matthew had to say
in Parllament about this question.
| have heard and read what Mr.
R. Premadasa, the Hon. Prime
Minlster had to say on this
questions. | have also read what
Mr. Desal of India had to say
about this same question over the
BBC. If everyone in general would
have a right to rtalk about such
questions, then why s It wrong
for the film maker to talk about
It? Is it because most politiclans
believe that the finest intellectuals
in the country are the so-called
representatives of the people? Is
it because they believe that they
have been chosen to reprasent
the pecple because they possess

the finest brains In the councry?
Or is It because they sincerely
believe that all those who are

involved in the field of arts, are
not capable of contrlbuting any-
thing towards intelligent thinking?

QUESTION 5- Were there
any changes made by the Film

Corporation when your ariginal

script  was  submitted  for
approval?

Yes. Changes were demanded,
which | did not adhere to, |

shot the film exactly the way |

wanted to shoot it because |
thought the demand frem the
State  Film Corporation Was
superflucus. "The very existence

of the script board was In my
opinion superﬂuous. because in any
case there was to be a Board of
Censors  who  were ultimately
going to decide on the film and
they, | thought, (I may be wrong)
were capable of thinking right
and In any case there was no
need for double censorship. There
was no need for people at any
level, or any calibre to tell the
the creative artists of this country
how they should think. They were
putting In  shackles the very
thinking process of man, of
creatlve artlstes and cthis | think
ls totally unnecessary. | think
the more acceptable thing, like
In the socalled developed coun-
tries, Is self-censorship. Let the
artlst decide and if someday when
the product is exhibited, it is
possible for the public to state
their opposition te any particular
sequence or to a film and halt
the exhibition of such a film,

First of all | den't think it Is
ethical for just a small group of
people, small group of misfits,
especially those whao have been
appointed to the Censor Board,
because of certain favours they
had rendered the ruling party and
also because of the fact that they
were not fit enough to hold any
other kind of pest, any respon-
sible post, to sit and decide on
what the people of this country
should be seszing or what they
should be thinking. One cannot
easily forgive the audacity of any
government that  imposes lts
stooges on the creative thinking
of this country,

Thls so-called Censor Board
sometimes consists of individuals,
men and women, whose knowledge
of film making, leave alone
film censorship, Is not waorth
talking about. In my own opinion

there are such persons in the
present board tos. Then you
have a situation where persons



who are In the trade themselves
are included in the board, For
example a script writer who sells

his work to a producer could
impose  himself on a producer
with, say, the promise that |f

the script is written by him eor
the script work handed to him then
the film may not face any obsta-
cles from either the script board
or within the Censor Board itself,
I simply cannot understand why
individuals of this type should be
included in a censor board which
has serious public responsibilities
— both to the film maker and
other artists, as well as to the
mass audlence. | know of a man
who onece wrote a script for a
top politiclan. Subsequently he
cbtained employment in a major
state corporation. | am raising
questions of ethles. How can a
person with obvious vested inter-
ests in the trade be allowed to sit
in judgement over the creative
.work of others, colleagues or
competitors?

Let me tell you of a personal
experience.  Very recently my
last directorial venture 'Sagarayak
Meda' was submitted for censor-
ship, among these present were
various ‘‘catchers' — certainly not
members of the Censor Board,
may be neighbours or friends, or
friends of friends. Then there
was cne man whe was making
open and loud remarks through-
out  scresning of this picture,
heard by everybody present.
However, the board did not take
a decision that day, the film had
to be submitted to higher authori-
ties, On the [4th of January the
film was seen again by the Censor
Board.  Also  present was the
Deputy Minister of Defence.

On account of some criticism
made by a leftist paper about
outsiders attending censor shaows
a board official had sald on that

particular day "0, K. ne oursi-
ders are to be allowed". But
the producer had taken the

trouble to place ene of his own
men at the doar to see that no
outsiders  went in.  After the
entire board had entered the
theatre two stragglers came along.
The producer’s  representative
inquired as to who they wera.
One replied “api nikang aawa".

The producer’s man told them
that show was only for the Censor
Board, A little later however,
an official allowed them to go in.
Who were they! According to
my information one was a “friend"
(catcher), the other was a VIP's
driver, So again the rule was
flouted,

Throughout the screening a
busybody stayed next to a VIP
and gave 4 running commentary.
Was he brain-washing the VIP?

Although your questions did
not demand all these detalls |
have recounted a few instances
to give your readers an jdea of
the way the Censor Board actu-
ally works.

NEXT: Crimea and Punishment

Trends ...

(Continved from page 1)
workers who wanted to live here
and an end to all forms of
discrimination in employment an
grounds of roce, religion, and
political beliefs.

Exit Subsidies

Are  Education and  Health
included in the omnibus  term
“subsidies’, The government-

owned press neglected to explain
this when it splashed President
Jayvewardene's public  statement
on the end of subsidies.

World inflation, said JR, has
left Sri Lanka no chaice.

The dismantling of the subsidy
system will not only mark the
end of an era where Scandinavian—
tvpe welfarism characrerised our
Sociely and dominated our elec-
toral politics but signal the end-
phase  of the new economic
strategy.  While the IMF and
IBRD will bless this “economic
realism’’, the decision does pose
a special problem for the media,,
For more than 2 years we have
been told that money is pouring
in as never before and the only
problem s the lack of projects.
Suddenly it has to break the
news — ‘no money’.

Dackaging
(4 OUK
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PUSHKIN IN TRANSLATION

by Lakshmi de Silva

TWO PLAYS OF ALEKSAN-
DER PUSHKIN translated by
Reggie Siriwardena. (Rs. 10/-)

he translator by the very

nature of his work must
possess the paradexical abllity to
efface and yet to project perso-
nality, to free himself from the
confines of his identity and merge
with the subject of his contem-
plation, as mystics are said to
do. Apart from his enviable
technical virtuosity, Reggie Siri-
wardena appears to possess this
elusive power. The contrast of
the direct poignancy of his Machado
trapslations  with  the studied
grace with which he renders
Gongora's intricate web of both
with his crisp, brusque presenta-
tion of Yevtushenka's sharply
—juxtaposed images in Beatnik,
made Many Voices a revelation
of the range of style and feeling
within his  scepe.  Translatien
requires more than an under-
standing and love of the particular
text Involved, an intimate know-
ledge of the author's outlock,
the period he lived in, his
distinctive style and the technical
turns he habitually emplays to
achieve it. It ealls for a full
awareness of the contrasting
natures of two languages, and
ideally, the rare abllity to con-
vey the characteristic qualities of
one through the wuse of the
other,

The comparison of translations
helps a reader ignorant of the
original text to gauge something

of the essential quality of a
writer as well as to assess the
value of a translation. Here

Fushkin's Tatyana awaits Onegin's
response to her letter.

“But her soul aches, and nething
pleases,
Her eyes betray her with a tear.

The sudden sound of hoofs! ... .
She frenczes.

MNow nearer! Galloping ..... . and here

Is Eugenc! By another porta|

Tatyana leaps like nothing more|

Frem porch to court, and shadow
— light
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She flies, she [flies, ner in her
flight

Looks backward; |lightening-like she
rushes

On past the bright parterre, the lawn,

The grove, the bridge, the lake.

and on,
And flesing breaks the lilac-bushes,

And gains the brockside, breathing
fast

Where on a rustic bench at [ast

She falls............

{Deutsch : Penguin Classics)

Meanwhile her heart ached

ceaselessly;

Her languid eyes were full of
tears,

A sudden clatter! Her bload fraze.

Mearer! A galloping she hears,

He's come — Yergeny! ‘Ah!" and
leaping

Lightar than a shadow, haras

Tayana through the entrance hall,

Fram poerch to yard; look back she
dares

Mot; straight into the garden now

She flics, she flies, across flowers
=beds

Over little bridges, down the path
Lakewards, seattering the lilac-heads.
Towards the brook; till panting fase
Upocn a garden bench at |asg

She falls ..........

(Siriwardena : Many VYoices)

The audacious use of the near-
slang “hares” is here magnificently
justified by the Impression of
timidity and the glimpse of
Tatyana's frightened eyes which
it evokes., The breathless spsed
of that panic flight is conveyed
not only by the sense but by the
positioning of

Ylook back she dares Mot**
The impetuosity and rapid
movement of the verse s far

mere expressive than the sedately
end-stopped lines of the Penguin
Mar is Babette Deutsch’s

version,
choice af phrase equally felicitous;
there is nothing to rival the

telling touch

“across flower-beds

While “panting fast" is surely
mere  evocative of  haste and

_ LITERATUR

agitation than “‘breathing fast."
The clumsy thud of
“By another portal Tatyana feaps

like nothing meortal™

detracts from the unity of effect,
Just as :

“shadew-light She flies’”

Is awkwardly In conflict with the
distressingly robust

“pnd fleeing breaks the lilac bushes™.

Two plays of Aleksandr
Pushkin reveal a new dimension
of Siriwardene's abilities through
the shift from lyric to dramatic
verse. His sure control of lan-
guage and presodic skill have here
enabled him to forge the new
medium needed to recreate the
distinctive effect of a style thac
is taut, spare and vigorous. Itls
no small achievement to have
kept free from any overtones of
I7th—century blank verse:a less
disciplined crafisman might well
have unconsciously let the shadow
of Yolpone fall over the Baron
amid his coffers,

“Who knows
What bitter abstinence, what
passions bridied,

Cppressive thoughts, days' cares and
sleepless nights
Have been lts price?
my son say

My heart was overgrown with moss,
that |

Knew no desires.*

Or else  will

This is blank verse pruned of
rhetoric, moving with a natural
life of lts own, The rhythm re-
inforces the Intensity of feeling
in the Baron’s soliloquy, creating
the sense of the heat of
imagination and working thought
as the old man broods on his
visions of the power wealth gives,
so that the images function and

.do not become mere static can-

ceits, as happens, for
when Racine's evocation of
ferocity of consuming passion.

instance,
the

(Continued on page 52)
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Cultural and
of the Tamil

by K. Kailasapathy

ln describing  the growth of

cultural and linguistic conscl-
ousness of the Tamil community
in Sri Lanka, one cannot treat it
In isolation, especially from the
political and economic factors that

formed the bases for such a
consciousness and the jnevitable
interplay of the two. However,
since the political and economic

factors have been dealt with else-
where, | propose to limit tha scope
of this paper to the cultural and
linguistic aspects,

One  preliminary observation
ought to be made at the outser.
The cultural and linguistic conscious-
ness of the Tamil community in
Sri Lanka has always been influenced
by developments In India In general
and South India in particular, This
applles to polities as much as to
culture; accordingly, the major
events in India during the Jast
hundred years ar so have had their
impact on the Tamil community:
the rise of the neo-Hindu Mave-
ments — Arya Samaj, Bhraham Samaj
and the Ramakrishna Mission,~the
founding of the Indian National
Congress (1885), tha partition of
Bengal (1905), the Swadeshi Mave-
ment (I1706-192(5), the different
regional movements that arose in
South  India  which eventually
crystallized in the emergence of
the DMK, the movement for the
formation of Linguistic states are
some of the more significant
events that have contributed to
the cultural and linguistic cons-
ciousness of the 5rl Lankan Tamils.

(Although there have been, and
there continues to be, ecertain
avowed socio—cultural differences
berween “'Srilankan Tamils''—who

Dr, K. Kailasapathy i Professor
of Tamil Studies ar University of
Jaffna  This paper was presented at
the seminar an “Natfonality’ argani-
sed by the Asseciarion of  Social
Scfentises,

linguistic consciousness

community

have been living In this country
for centuries —and the “Tamils of
Indilan Origin"” —those who came
here during the heyday of the
plantations — both sections have
shared the commen characteristic
of looking up to India for cultural
and spiritual sustenance. Language,
religlon, myth and history have
doubtless contributed to  the
survival of this feature, which |Is
deeply embedded in the conscious-
ness of the average Tamil.) Along
with these may be considered the
individual influences of personalities
like Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902),
Mahatma Gandhi ([869-1948), both
of whom visited Srl Lanka and
especially laffna where they were
accordec‘v rousing welcome; and
Ananda K. Coomaraswamy (|877-
1947} who also visited laffna on
mare than one occcasion.

(Special mention must be made
of Coomaraswamy's address at the
Jaffna Hindu College in 1904, in
which he referred with pride to
his Tamil ancestry and having
spoken highly of the Tamil language
emphasized cthe nead '‘to preserve

and protect the national idesals
and Eastern Traditions."”) The
speeches  of Vivekananda and
Coomaraswamy were translated

into Tamil and published in Jaffna.
The evolution of the cultural and
lingulstic consciousness among the
Tamils should be seen in this
general background. Having delinea-
ted the genszral scene one has to
see the phenomenon more closely,

It is generally accepted by most
scholars on the subject that in
many Asian countries  political
nationalism  was  preceded by
religious awakenings that arose in
response to Christlan  missionary
activities, The point nesds no
elaboracion. MHowever what should
be pointed out §s that chis
religious awakening was, at least
on the surface, of a dual nature.

In thelr response to the prosely-
tizing activities of the Christian
churches, the indigenous religions
reacted In two different ways:
one section appeared to concede
the necessity for reform in the
traditional religions and thereby
obliquely accommodated some of
the stances of the Christlan
churches This was pronounced
among the English educated middle
class who were exposed to  wes-
ternization. The other section
was essentially revivalist In character

and argued for upholding the
traditlonzl beliefs and practices.
In the case of Indian history it has
become customary to clte the
Brahma Samaj and the Arya
Sama] respectively for the re-
formist and revivalist trends.

It is of course arguable, and
rightly so, that the two trends

were never mutually exclusive and

the differences were more app-
arent than real. Both the rafor-
mers and the revivalilsts came

from the Hindu upper castes, buc
while the former were not only
English educated but also used
that language for their livelihood
and for acquiring secial status,
the latter were primarily tradl-

tional in their education and used
their mother tongue for their
livelihood and social communica-
ticn. From this eone may postu-
late another hypothesis:  the
religious  awakening  and the
activities connected with ic ook
place at two levels or planes.

The reformists were, because of
their broader vision and greater
exposure to nen-traditional cul-
tures, and higher social position
in their society, prone  to
take a liberal and “compromising
position.  Besides most of them
wrate in English. (One may
Mllustrate this by the writings of
Sri Muthuy Coomaraswany, Sir P.
Ramanathan and Sir P. Arunach-
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alam all of whom took a keen
interest in Hinduism and Indian
hilosophy and wrote In English.
%hey transiated from Tamil into
English. In doing so they proba-
bly had a particular audience in
mind —an audience to whom they
wanted to prove the antiquity
and greatness of their tradition.)

In contrast, the revivalists
were largely, and highly erudite
in their mother tongue and wrote
in it. Their audlence was the
focal intelligentsia engaged In the
professions and the self employed

who were of respectable stock
and generally landewners. In
other  wards, the religious
awakening and fervour can be

seen at the larger national level
and the local level each with their
adherents and their followers. |If
one might use the term ‘elites’
to describe these people, than a
distinctlon can be drawn between
the natienal and local elices.
Bearing in mind the fact cthac
such a distinction Is never mutu-
ally exclusive we may adeopt it
faor our analysis,

The religious revival among the
Hindus in 5r1 Lanka was largely
due to the pioneering efforts of
Arumuga  Mavalar  (1822-1879)
whose death centenary falls this
year. This is not the place to
narrate in detail the crucial and
seminal rele played by him In
kindling a consclousness amdng the
Tamils in Sri Lanka (and South
India) about their spiritual heritage.
In many ways Mavalar could be
compared to Dayananda Saraswath]
(1824-1883) who founded the Arya
Samaj in North India, What Daya-
nanda did for the Vedic religion
in the Morth, Mavalar accomplished
for the Saiva-Agamic faith in South
Indiz and Sri Lanka. Halled as the
father of modern Tamil prose,
originator of public-speaking, the,
first non-Christian to write and
publish Tamil text-books for primary
and secondary schools, ploneer
textual eritic, an  innovatar in
Grammar, and founder of Saiva
schools, Mavalar strode like 2
collosus the Hindu-Tamil world of
his day. Utilising the profound
knowledge he had acquired while
helping Rev. Peter Percival with
the Tamil translation of the Bible,
Mavalar counter attacked the Chris-
tian missionaries who were publish-
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ing tracts ridiculing the Hindu
gods and seriptures. Mavalar started
publishing pungent pamphlets against
the Christians and Initlated a
movement to win back those who
had been converted to Christianity.
(Here again one can see a. paraliel
between MNavalar and Dayananda
Saraswathl whose concept of Shud-
dhi “reclamatlon or reconversion™
helped to fortify the <racks in
Hinduism.) As a writer of polemies
Mavalar had few equals. He was
followed in this by almest all his
disciples, among whom the notable
ones were Siva Sangara Pandithar
(1829-1891), Senthinatha lyer (1848
-1924), M. Kathiravel Pillai (1874~
1907), The activities of Mavalar
led to the founding of the Saiva
Paripalana Sabhai (Society for the
Preservation of Saivism) in [BEB,
and che Jaffna Hindu High School
in 1890 which was later renamed
Hindu Ceollege. Aneditorial In the
Hindu Organ (luly, 1899) makes
the point clear.

“The ides of a College founded
by the Hindus for the Hindus was
conceived about thirty years ago by
the late lamented 5ri La Sri Arumuga
Mavalar Avergal. whose distingulshed
|abours in the field of Saiva rellgion
and literature mark am epoch in
the history of Jaffra. Owing to want
of co-gperation which, we are sorry

to 52y, Is a blot on our natlenal
character, the proposal made by
Mavalar fell through, though he

made a beginning and started a High
School at Vannarponnai, which awing
to the opposition of the VWesleyan
Missicnaries, the Governmant refused
to register for grant. The ldea
conceived by Mavalar was glven
practical shape ta by the Sabhai,
which In the year 1890 founded
the Jaffna Hindu College."

The paramount role played by
Mavalar was not confined to
religious . and educational fields,
Mo doubt they were unique and
far reaching. But Navalar had a
social outlook that went beyond
that of any other Tamil religious
reformer of his times. He had
unhesitatingly thrown his weight
behind the campaign against the
Government Agent of Jaffna W. C.
Twynam whose measures were
extremely unpopular; He organized
relief measures — providing meals
for the needy during the severe
famine in [876; He was the force
behind the founding of the Jaffna

and Batticaloa Commercial and
Agricultural  Company  Limited,
whose prime purpose was to

develop agriculture in the Trinco-
malee District; Just before his
death he campaigned for the
selectlon of P. Ramanathan as the
Tamil Representative to the Ceylon
Legislature in 1879. The vacancy
was created by the death of Sir
M. Coomaraswamy in May |879.
Convening a meeting of the
prominent permnalitles in laffna,
among whom were merchants,
Public Mataries, Engineers, Vidanes,
Udayars and a sub Magistrate,
Mavalar drew up a memorial to
be sent to the Gaverner (Sir
James R, Longden, K.C.M.G)
requesting that Mr. P. Ramanathan
be appointed ““a maember of the
Legislative Council to represent
the Interests of the community”.
Thus Mavalar created the climate
for Ramanathan to enter active
politics and rise in ladder of
publle life.

Mavalar was thus able to com-
bine his Interests in the religious
field with practical actions that
were vital to the community and
mingle both socio-politics and re-
ligion. This was a major contribu-
tion to the subsequent cultural
awakening among the Tamils,

But there was another aspect
to this, Mavalar It may be remem-
bered spent several years in
Madras lecturing and publishing.
Bur many others-C. W. Tamotaram
Fillai (1832-1901), V. Kanagasabhai
Pillai (1855-1906), T. Chellappah
Pillai, T. A. Rajaruthnam Pillai,
T. Kapagasundaram Pillai (1863~
1922y, T. Saravanamuthu Pillai,
Sabapathy MNavalar  (1B43-1903),
A_ Muthutambi Pillai {1858-1917),
M. Kathiravel Pillai (1874-1907)-
virtually spent their lives in South
India holding positions in Govern-
ment Service and publishing their
works with a sense of dedication
rarely seen In later times. They
did visit Jaffna off and on and founded
schools in their villages or helped
others to find avenues In Madras.

Such clese links between Jafina
and Madras was something new.
It was true that there were

connections between the two re-
glons populated by people speaking
a common language and cherish-
ing a commen cultural tradition,
But the earlier links were sporadic
and few and far between, Proba-
bly there ware more traders,

{Continwed on page 28)
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Patterns

by K. Sivathamby

The foregoing discussion on the
social formation of the Tamils
indicates clearly the differences in
the stand they take both in rela-
tion to each other and in rela-
ticn to their general status within
the national polity. More important,
it also reveals the pattern of think-
ing behind the political actions of
the successive governments in dea-
with the Tamil problem in general,

An analysis of the social forma-
tion ofa group of people within
a state anhd the impact it has on
their political behaviour should by
definition include a discussion on
their class characterstics.

One factor, seen very clearly
within the recent history of this
question could be stated here. It
could safely be asserted that when-
ever the government in power
adopts a left-oriented economic
policy, like nationalisation of esta-
tes or interventions into the pri-
vate sector, the tendency for Sin-
hala-Tamil polarisation and the in-
tensification of communal feelings
have been very high. It would
not be far too wrong to see aclose
connection between the decision
of 5. Thondaman to join the TULF
(as one of its Vice-Presidents) and
the decision on the part of the
then government to nationalise the
estates and impose a ceiling on
land holdings. So too with the
opposition of the professional cla-
sses among the Tamils which has
always been higher during the ULF
or the SLFP periods of rule than
the rule of the UNP. Even if the
latter were equally hostile, it is
seen that a UNP government is
able to evoke class unity and
thereby minimise their conflicts
with activities of the TULF (as
exemplified in the activities of the
CINTA-Ceylon Institute of Matig-
nal and Tamil Affairs),

But a class analysis of the Tamils
of Sri Lanka should not go along

the lines of a rural-urban dichotomy.
The pasition is definitely a campli-
cated one. Any such analysis should
first take into account the possi-
bilities and the realities of
the caste-class continuum. For if
lt is true that a “traditional”
social organization is able to influ-
ence the political behaviour of a
group, and it Is so as we have
already seen, then such a social or-
ganizatlon isnot only “‘traditional®
but also very “contemporary” in
its effectivenass,

Here again there is no specific
study done on the character of
class formation among the Tamils.
The attempt made here is there-
fore, necessarily exploratery and
¥ery tentative.

The Marxist theory of classes
as defined by Lenin provides a
clue to the understanding of the
problem of the caste-class conti-
nuum.

“Classes are lirge groups of peaple
differing from each other by the
place they oceupy in a histarically
determined system of social produc.
tion, by their relatlen {in most cases
fixed and formulated in law) to the
means of production, by their roje
in social organization of labaur and
consequently by the dimensions of
the share of social wealch af which
they dispose and mode of requiring
it"" (A Great Begining).

The social organization of econo-
mic production and the  ensuing
social relationships that are seen
in the organization of feudalism
in Jaffna (as ‘fixed and formulated’
in the Tesawalamai system) and in
Batticaloa (as seen in the relation
ship between the podiy or, the feudal
lord, the mullaikkaran, the lessee
cultivator who pays fixed rent
and the vayalkaran, che agriculoural
serf and In the constitution of
the Ciraikkudis, bonded class), exa-
mined in the light of chis definition,
would unambiguously reveal the
class—basis of the caste organization.

of political thinking

A further explication of the
method of social contral exercised
in a feudal society needs to be
looked into:

“The maln trend of social develop-
ment {in the feudal society) was for
a certain soclal erganization, having
an exclusive right of discharging
solcal functlons in the sphere of
legislation, administration of justice,
education, religion and milltary alf-
airs, to seek to obtaln the largest
possible share of tha saefal product
using the social Instlcucions it had
usurped to coerce the labour force’
(Martin Siderov-What is Historical
Materialism Mscoow-1975-, 42)

Understood in terms of the feu-
dal conditions chraining in Jaffna
and Batticaloa, this clearly shows
that the depressed castesin the
traditional Tamil hierarchy are also
the oppressed classes,

Euro-centric studies on the break-
down of feudslism show that the
new class of bourgeoisie grew
within It and led the struggie of
the peasants to revolutionlse it
The historical experience of this
transition in the Asian countries
has been different. Here in most
cases defeudalisation took place
under the impact of colonialism.
wea have already seen how in the
case of the Indian Tamil labour-
ers working in the plantations,
the feudal structure was made to
conform to the exploitative deman-
ds of colonial capitalism. In the
case of the Sri Lankan Tamils too,
It 1s true, a bourgeais class arose
within It; but the first groups
that arose within it, historically
speaking, did not dastroy that sys-
tem; in fact they strengthenad it.
Colonialism placed the landlord class
in an advantageous positien in that
they ware the only class which could
benefit by the acts of “maderni-
zation” of the colonial rulers and
also in that they could, with their
new found social power of adminis-
trative authority, contain the new
benefits within their class, In fact
it was the dialectics of the ines-
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capable extension of the educatio-
nal and social benefits given by
the rulers en the basls of the
concepts of equality before law
and rule of law (along with the
proselytizing activities of the missie-
naries all of which brought in a
sense of egalitarianism not experl-
enced In the previous social order)
that gave the lower castes/classes
some taste of higher status and
authority.

This is well demonstrated in
the history of “modernization' in
Jaffna. It has been shown that
the “revivalist' movement in laffna
headed by Arumuga MNavalar was
really an attempt “‘to contain the
socin-cultural changes flowing frem
the very character of British ad-
minlstration, within the well-ent-
renched social framework of the
Jaffna Hindu seciety and that the
beneficiaries of these activities,
by aim and cholce, were the up-
per caste Hindus" (Social Science
Review Yol.l, Mo. I)

It is now a well known fact
that [n spite of the 'liberalism’ of
the British rulers, education and
empleyment opportunities at the
start went hand In hand with che
caste system, except insmall poc-
kets like Manipay, where the
missionary Impact was rather high,

Up to the end of the second
world war, English education was
virtually a monopoly in the hands
of the high caste Hindu *Tamlls
{except in the case of the non-fish-
ing Karayars who along with an
almost peer status in the traditf-
anal hierarchy, had also the bene-
fit of the services of St. Patrick's
College, laffna but this again was
confined largely to the Catholic
Karayars) and thereby also employ-
ment with the government. Making
full use of the educational system
which provided for English educa-
tion within the denominaticnal
system, the upper caste Tamils-
literally the emerging Tamil bour-
geolsle-very often denied the same
facility to the depressed claszes
(when admisson was forced, equal
seating was not given in class rooms).
This was also the time when the
‘Drift towards Colombo' started.
But within laffna, the system was
further strengthened by the new
employment opportunities found in
the Federated Malay States. |c
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Is Interesting to note that the
new found economic affluence led
to an abundance of bullding acti-
vity-building temples and schools
which preserved the system effect-
ively. Andany Tamil outside Jaff-
na who wanted to go up the
social ladder in his region came
to laffna to obtain the English edu-
cation that was a passport to It
Even the Sinhalese from Rajarata
came to Jaffna for thelr English
education.

Thus up to the first three de-

cades of this century easte and
class went hand in hand.
Social mobility, cutting across

caste barrlers, comes In only when
the cumulative Iimpact of the
free-education system and the swa-
basha-medium education began to
assert themselves, and this happ-
ened around [958, But 1956 also
marks the awakening of the con-
sciousness of the peasantry and
the conscious awakenlng of the
national bourgeaisie on ethniclines.
This led to an interesting amal-
gamatlon of forces within among
the Tamils, i. e. the depressed
castes and higher castes now clo-

sed ranks as Tamils. It was ata
time when the depressed castes
were getting organised on class

lines, (not only through employment
in government service but also
through enterprenurial undercak-
Ings) that the echnic factor was
brought into educational and em-
ployment matters. And when that
tendency grew, the Tamils began
voting for the FP or the TULF,
It is significant that P. Kandiah
was elected in 956 and since then
the Tamil districts have not voted
for any leftist,

It would be Interesting to note
that this had effected the fortu-
nes of the Left Movement in Jaffna
for the Left Movement In Jaffna
really grew as an anti-caste organi-
zatlon. When there was an Inter-
caste class collaboration, the stren-
gth of the Left Movement declined
considerably. The surviving base for
the Left Movement now In Jaffna
is the Intelligentsia,

A mazjor consideration that has
determined the character of the
Tamil demands on the nationality
Issue has been the necessity for
the middle-class Tamils to stay
outside the Tamll areas because

of thelr employment, trade or
profession. The decreasing opport-
unities for such gainful occupation
coupled with the realization of the
economic potential of the Tamil
areas, especially after the baaost
the cultivation of subsidiary crops
received in the seventles are tan-
ding to make even such groups
support the demand for a ‘separate
existence’.

The class position in the other
Tamil areas cahnot be taken as
having come up to any substantlal
level of consciousness. In Bacticaloa
the consciousness Is rather low,
except at urban centres, because
neither "westernization' nor “mod-
ernization" have, affected society
sufficiently deeply as yet, Conver-
sely, the pattern of settlements
In the newly opened up agricultu-
ral areas In the Eastern districrs
is helping to increase communal
consciousness and tension. |n Vavu-
niya, the overflow from the plan-
tations Is creating a class of agrar-
ian proletariat,

The presence of a substantial
number of Tamlls In Colombag,
especially within the city, is an
important factor to be considered
in thls discussion. Although the
bulk of them are from the warking-
classes and the lower middla-class,
there Is an articulate group of
industrialists and professionals,
whose class associations have det-
termined their actitude from time
to time. They have also acted as
a pressure on the political adve-
cates of the Tamils demands.

Unfortunatly it is not possible
to analyse the general trends of
the development of class consci-
ousness [n this country and haow
ethnic considerations have manl-
festly become a motivating factor
In socio-econamic development, but
it could be seen that the pattern
of decolonization, or rather the
ideal relating to the 'decolonised
state’ that Is in vogue, has not
rejected the symbols of power and
authority derived through colo-
nlalist rule.

lt is clear from the abave dis-
cussion that the Sri Lankan Tamil
problem arises from the very eca-
nomic basis of social composition of
the Tamils. Both the uniting forces
and the divisive factors arise from
(Continwed on page 26)



Chauvinist or radical?

by Yohan Devananda

he questions raised by Reggle

Sirlwardena in the Guardlan
of January |5th 1980 In response
to my article in the Guardians of
November |5th and December Ist
1979 can hardly be answered In
a short communication. Howavar,
I will try to be as briefas possible.

| did not say that R. 5. was one

of the “so-called Marxists" to
whom | referred, | was referring
to certaln opiniens that were
common among certain  leftist

leaders in the early years of the
left movement in Sri Lanka and
that gave rise to certain arrogant
predictions about the imminent
demise of Buddhism. Today, asa
result of deferred hopes such
opinlons may, no doubt, be less
common. [t is true that leftiscs
may now realise more clearly what
R. S. calls “the immense ideclogical
weight exerted by organised
religion as a buttress of the
established soclal order". But it
may be asked how many of them
realise the _depth of genuine
sacrificial inspiration in Buddhism
that has continued to nourish and

from time to time revive the
religious and cultural life of the
people at a deep level, despite

the Increasing corruptions of a
decaying social order. Without
an understanding of this posicive
side of Buddhism it is not possible
to make correct judgements on
Buddhist movements of the past
and present and the possibilities
of such mevemants In the future.

R. 5. has re-iterated his previous
characterisation of the Sinhala-
Buddhist revival as essentially
chauvinist and racialist and seems
to deny my contention that there
are genulne radical elements, He
cites the instance of Sinhala
chauvinists in recent months putting
up posters with the head of
Anagarika Dharmapala. But the
mis-using by chauvinists today of
the example and teachings of
Anagarika Dharmapala eannst alter
the fact that he did preform an
essential historical function in

rousing the national consclousness
against the foreigner. And race
and language are #mportant parts
of the national consciousness,
Racial harmony and intenationalism
cannot be achieved by the suppre-
ssion of race and nation but through
their correct expression  and
liberation. The cause of the
oppression of onerace by another
is not to be found in the expression
of such basic urges and needs
but in deeper economic factors.
The arousing of national conscious-
ness  has everywhere been an
essential stage of progress in
modern history and has provided
motlvation for the developmaent of
statehoad. Martin Luther's trans-
lation of the Imperial Latin Bible
into German and William Tyndale's
translation of it into English were
done in the teeth of opposition
and were part of a dialectical
movement, The movement associ.
ated with Calvin is also noteworthy
because it emanated in an advanced
demaocratic and republican constl-
tution. Mazzinl, Cavour and Garl.
baldl of medern lcaly are other
hotable examples of national
resurgence. Further, such natjanal
resurgence s a complex pheno-
menon and operates at different
levels and is influenced by diverse
factors both good and bad. Thus
in Germany the revivalism of
Martin Luther became associated
with the rise of the burgher class,
while the more radical or anarchist
revivalism of Thomas Munzer was
associated with the peasants, and
the two elashed, Lutheranism
won the day at the time but
Thomas Munzer was to Influence
future generations In other lands
as  well. Rousseau and Voltaire
were to echo his prophecles and
when corrupted religious concepts
and Institutions had to be assailed
they were assailed in the name
of true religions.

Then, with regard to the use
of the concept of liberation, R. §.
asks ‘“‘was it the |lberation of
the oppressed or the liberation
from Samsara that Buddhism was

RELIGION
This: is  a

quastion which con-
cerns not only Buddhism buc all

concerned  with?!"

fundamental

the major religions. It involves
Interpretacion of history and of
the birth of religion or dharma.
The view that | have put forward
is that the great religious founders
were actually key historical figures
that were involved in struggle on
behalf of the oppressed in periods
of radical change. Their religion
or dharma grew out of this
Involvement. So the liberation of
the oppressed is an inseparable
part of the liberation from Samsara.
They are not two different things
unconnected with each other, But
with the subsequent decay of
soclety and the domestication of
religious authorities and institutions
by the Establishment, religion and
religious liberation became some-
thing quite other from liberation
of the oppressed. So if “religious”
people today are to gst back to
the authentic faith or dharma
they must take their stand wich
the oppressed at the point at
which history Is belng made, that
is, at the point of struggle against
the oppressors, which was the
peint at which the great founders
of religion stood. Only then can
they understand. In fact, this is
where "Marxists" too must take
their stand today if they are to
recover the authentic Marx., Of
course, it is not always the same
point of struggle. The struggle
today has advanced far beyond
what it was at the time of the
Buddha.

Now to come to R. S.'s resort
te Trevor Ling. This recalls the
famous occasion In Calcutta when
Mahatma Gandhl confessed that
he learnt about the Buddha from
Edwin Arnold's Light of Asia. He
was suitably taken to task by
Anagarika Dharmapala, who asked
how it was that a national leader
of a country, in which the Buddha
was born and preached his message,
should go to a book written by
a European to learn about him!
As for Trevor Ling, he has taken

25



his stand ac the Halls of Academe
and from that Olympian refuge
has descended on Sri Lanka fo
Pronounce at the Mavarangahala
that the country which = best
exemplifies the practice of Buddhist
social ethics taday is Burma! This
Is similar to the claim of certain
leaders in this country that the
whole world locks to Sri Lanka
for true Buddhism. No further
comment!

R. 5. quotes from Trevor Ling
what he says is “'the key document”,
the Sigala-vada Sutta. To begin
with, it is not Sigala-vada, which
means the argument (£1¢) of the
fox or “foxism™! but Sigalovade,
which means advice (29i¢) given
to Sigalaka. Further, to take one
Isolated quotation and come to
a conclusion about such an important
and wide subject is, to say the
least, surprising. The quotation
itself is a small part of a finely
constructed discourse on the duties
of the various segments of society
Lo one another, which taken in
Its context (very different from
that of today), ‘can by no means
be dismissed as merely “paterna-
listic”, It must be remembered
that, even according to the Marxist
materfalist conceptlon of history,
the feudal society was an advance
on the slave society that preceded
it and that the serfs had gained
varlousrights and privileges thraugh
struggle, 4

To understand the true natyre
of Buddhism and the Buddhist
soclal ethic one has te take the
Buddha's life and the Buddhist
texts as a whole and go to the
central concepts. In my article,
| referred to the radical character
of the Buddha's life and action
(which | admit needs further
elaboration). R. 5. has nothing
to say about this. With regard
to the central concepts, the concept
of anicca (one of the & scientific
dharmas in the Vijja bhagiya
Sutta) may be given as an example
of truly radical thinking. This js,
of course, often interpreted in a
negative sense. Bur it is, funda-
mentally, a rigorously disciplined
search for the truth— going beyond
the appearance of reality to the
reality itself, and shows a clear
understanding of the mechanjcs
of change. In his "Dialectics of
MNature'" Engels says wich regard
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to the modern understanding of
dialectics: Thus we have once again
returned to the mode of outlook
of the great founders of Greek
philosophy.. .. .. Only  with the
essential difference that what in
the case of the Greeks was a
brillianc intuition, is In our case
the result of strictly scientific
research in  accordance  with
experience.” (P. 13). Elsewhers
in the same work, Engels attributes
to the Buddhists also this develop.
ment in the Greeks: “On the
other hand, dialectical thought-
precisely because it pre-supposes
investigation of the npature of
concepts—is only possible for man,
and for him only at a comparatively
high stage of development (Buddhis-
ts and Greeks). (P.203). Then,
again, in “Feuerbach and the end
of classical German philosophy™
Engels points out: “'Great historical
turning-points have been accompa-
nied by religious changes anly sa
far as the three world religions
which have existed up to the
present—Buddhism, Christianity and
Islam-are concerned” while' the
old tribal and national religions
passed away in  due course,
presumably because they did nat
fulfil the historical imperative of
change, (Selected Works. Marx
and Engels. P 343). Thus Engels
shows a certain appreciation  of
the ancients, OfF Christlanity tos
he says in his “On the history
of early Christianity”:  “Tha
history of early Christianity has
notable points of resemblance with
the modern working-class move-
ment. Like the latter, Christianity

was originally a movement of
oppressed people."” {on Religion.
Marx and Engels. P.316).

In conclusion, | would like to
refer to two other texts, one
ancient and one modern. The

ancient one Is the Ummage Jataka,
le is a fascinating description of
how a small and weak people s
transformed  under a correce
leadership and becomes abla to
overcome and defeat an invasion
by a big and powerful adversary,
The modern one js a children's
story by Kumaratunga Munidasa-
Hin Saraya (Sz 2i0w), wricten
for children. It is a beautifully-
written story of how a Katussa
(garden-lizard) overcomes both an
elephant and a tiger. A Swedish

expert an children's educatjon
who learnt of this story by question-
ing a child at a achoal in Sp
Lanka said it was the finest
children’s story she had come
across, and she s now ehgaged
In making a cartoon film out of
it. The author, Kumaratunga
Munidasa, was yet another creative
leader of the modern national
revival who showed 3 genuine
radical and revolutionary spiric.

S0 | re-lterate that while
chauvinism and raclal intolerance
must be exposed, opposed and
eradicated relentlessly there are.
also, clearly, genuine radical
elements in the Buddhist revival
that must be diligently searched
far, acknowledged, articulaced mora
clearly, encouraged and developed,
and organised for the revolutionary
tasks ahead of us, These things
will mature in due time, “fHa
that hath eyes to see let him
see'')

Finally, | must acknowledge that
| have written this in association
with Kuliyapitya Fernando, whom
| referred to In my article, | must
also mention that | may not have
unlimited time to pursue correspon-
dence furthar on this subject,

FattEl‘ni e w
(Conrinwed from page 24)

It. A cursory glance at the social
formation reveals it as basically a
problem of unevan (or irregular)
development, sharpened by the
mode of decolonization,

Decolonization in a country that
has had almost four hundred years
of colonial rule should not pe
based on the ideclogical assump-
tions received through the super-
structures of colonialism: decolo-
nization should take the form of
an Intense, inward search for the
common soclal and economic bonds
hitherto unrecognized and undisco-
vered. The process of decolon|-
zation will determine the character
of the *“genuine™ Independence
that the country seeks and it
should therefore” be as democratje
and morally justifiable as the antj-
colonial movement had been, and
by democracy is meant, political
economic and social democracy.

(Concluded)
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Porn and

by Patty Rupelt

(An American schalar who
was recently in Sri Lardka)

Pornography and  degrading
| images of women in the media
have been steadily increasing in
the US with few attempts to curb
this cultural trend. When buying
at a small neighbourhood store or
walking down the street, one Is
bombarded with magazines, neéws-
papers and movie houses displaying
women as sexual objects and
victims of torture. One example
of this increase in violent images
of women was the cover of a
popular menthly men's magazine
which showed a naked woman
being pushed Into a meat grinder,
being tarnsformed into hamburger.

Until fairly recently most Eoli-
tical and social groups have
|ustified the increase of pornography
on the basis of freedom of speech
and expression. Those who began
to question just whose rights were
being defended and whose were
being wiolated by such Images
were labelled puritanical and “up-
tight" and ignored.

Today feminists are rejecting
these liberal raticnalizations for
the increasing violence against
women in the medla. ¢ Feminist
analysls of pornography and images

of woman in the medla has pro-

gressed  beyond our gut—level
response of repulsion and anger.
We have begun to understand

that the objectification of women
by the media in advertising and
popular culture has paved the path
for the new more viclent images
of women in pornography, VWoman
has become an object to be

marketed, not human, and thus
she is treated as a non-humadn,
degraded and  tortured, and
supposedly she likes it, Vielent

pornography is also fueled by the
rape myth a heterosexual perver-
sien, that is offspring te the
stereatype that women are natu-
rall}' submissive and masochistic.

Last year two natlonal confer-
ences took place In- the US to
discuss and formulate strategies
around the lIssue of pornography.
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feminism

were discussed....
the

Many Issues
grass roots tactics involving
defacement of pornegraphic lite-
rature, shops and films, public
education as well as the complex
issue  of censorship and legal
restrictions on pornography. The
obvious danger of censorship laws
ls that they can be used In the
long run against progressive forces,
whereas the milllon-dollar porn
industry will easily find loopholes
to avoid enforcement of such laws.

WAVPM-Women against Yiolence
in Parnography and the Mediz—is
one of the oldest and largest of
the organizations taking up this
issue, Their focus is on educating
the public as opposed to fighting
for legislative reforms. One major
ongoing project is a slide show
which graphically demonstrates the
trend towards viclence agalnst
woman in popular culcure, focusing
on album covers displayiug pictures
of women in bondage and as
sexual objects. The main consumers
of these albums, and thus the
targets for this  packaging s
adolscent and young men aged
12-20. Album ecovers are designed
to appeal to this audience with
no connection between the album's
cover and the music inside.
VWAYPM also organises demons-
trations against particularly violent
films.

The culmination of both of the
conferences were "Take Back the
Might' marches held in  San
Francisco and MNew York City.
Over 20,000 women marched in
San Francisco in an area of the
city which is world=renowned for
its striptease bars and porn shops.
Usually walking on this street s

ltself a frustracing  experiance,
with Its placards of nude waomen
with neon-nipples blinking and

glimpses of nude dances jusc in-
side the darkened nightclybs,
On the night of the march women
crowded and took over the street,
forcing bars and shops te close,
Only a small contingent of confused
tourists mingled with the procession
of angry, yet jubilant women.

Pornography [s an issue that
effects all women. It is not a
phenomenon isclated in the West,
but has a worldwide circulation.
Although censorship laws are much
stricter in Asian countries, impor-
ted porn does filter through as
well as domestleally published and
distributed pornography. Although
icis not yer the thriving business
tbat it is In the West, it appears
that its availability and popularity
Is increasing. Aslan women must
wake up to this Insidious culcural
trend and begin to devzlop their
owWn ":'L['III.')"SFS E.I'Id resistance to
anti=female culture. This demands
a strong stance, going beyond
puritanical objections, reclaiming
not only our physleal identities,
but alse our mental and emotio-
nal Identities as women.

Cultural . ..

{Continted from pape =22)
soldiers and  adventurers
scholers and poets,

The opportunities
Bricish rule to traval to India
fresly not only revived earlier
bonds but also established new
relatlonships that were differenc
in quality. By living and working
in the midst of Tamils who were
themselves experiencing tremen-
dous changes, these scholars from
5ri_Lanka engaged in a two way
trafic of ideas and movements that
ushered in a new era. These scho-
lars considered themselves part of
the mainstream of Tamil culture
and contributed to it as much as
they received. In fact during the
time of Mavalar and about three

than

under the

decades after his death it was
the ‘Jaffna School' that dominated
the literary Scene In  Madras,

The later A. V. Subramaniam Ayyar
(1200-1976) has rightly remarked
that the most eminent Tamil
scholar in the last quater of I19th
Century was perhaps C. W. Tamo-
taram Pillai. '"He belongs to the
band of laffna Tamil schelars and
Is next in Importance only to
Arumuga Mavalar who exercised
considerable influence over him
and his literary work'™
(To be continued)



YOUNG ARTISTS

call is out to redressan in-

justice that we have tolerated
for untold years —a call for a pro-
pernational Are Gallery in Colombe,
a place where our young painters
and sculptors will be able to dis.
play their work and sell it, with-
out being fleeced by the unscru-
pulous entrepreneurs who exploit
them mercilessly today. Above all
we need a haven for the young
artists who do not come from
families that can afford to organise
exhibitions and stock oils and can-
vasses for years,

This was most forcefully brought
home by lack Kulasinghe, who will
exhibit his work at the Lionel Wendt
from the 19th to the 24ch March,
when he held a private preview

of his work some days ago.

Jack’s paintings are remarkable
for their diversity; abstracts in

muted half-tones hanging side by
side with the primary colours and
style of our ancient temple murals,
Leaving the beaten track in his
search for old temples, Jack has
contributed his mite to preserving
this traditional art form by copy-
ing murals at Mulkirigala and Pili-
kuttuwa temples. In addition, he
has done a few originals in the
same style, and the orginality of
his compositions and the wide
range of styles he has mastered
are a mark of his ability as an
artist. A graduate of the Institute
of Aesthetic Studies, he seems to
be a young artist who should be
encouraged and promoted, especi-
ally since painting in Sri Lanka
today Is one field in which young
talent is advancing bravely, leaving
behind the school of ‘Sunday paln-
ters' and ‘watery' landscapes, which
we can well do without, for a new
style and form which can present
a true portrait of Sri Lanka life,

5. A
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A DIRECTOR IS BORN

eleased without much publi-
Rcity, the new Sinhala film
Kanchana may run the risk of
being mistaken as |ust another
run-of-the-mill production by film-
goers who have not heard of it.
That would be a pity, Kanchana
marks the advent to the screen
of anoteworthy new directorial
talent. Sanghadasa is a young man
who first drew attention with a
short film he made several years
ago about forests. | haven't seen
that documentary, made under the
SFC's short fllm scheme, but | have
heard it highly spoken of, and Kan-
chana confirms the fact that here
is a new director whose work will
repay watching,

Kanchana is a film about a
group of people who are making
a Sinhala movie. Afew months ago
we happened to see in an inter-
national festival Francois Truffaut’s
film on a similar subject, Day for
Might. The best compliment | can
pay to Kanchana is that Sangha-
dasa (entirely uninfluenced by the
French film and working with much
less experience and Infinitely less
technical resources) has produced
a work that is not disgraced by
the comparison. HKanchana has a
genuinely local flavour and relevan-
ce which te me at any rate make
it not less interesting than Day
for MNight. The film within the
film in Kanchana is an old-style
Sinhala mevie, and Sanghadasa gats
some delightful satire at the ex-
pense of this tradition and the
fllm-makers who work in It

There is a memorably strong
performance by Wally Nanayakkara
as the Director with a weakness
for pretty girls and Sriyan| Amara-
sena is also excellent as his long-
suffering wife. Kanchana has only
two serlous weaknesses: the young
actress who plays the starlet shows
her inexperience, not only on the
film-set (where it is appropriate)
but off It: and the ending Is a
conventionally romantic one which
doeson't bring to a focus the film’s
more substantial themes. But in
this, his first feature, Sanghadasa
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shows a command of and a feeling

for the medium which definitly
suggest that he Is a film-maker
with a future.

Conrad and Marxism

loseph Conrad s a novelist
much studled in unlversity courses
in Sri Lanka, but It isn't justfor
that reason that | should like to
draw attention to a new book on
him by Jeremy Hawthorn which
| picked up the other day in the
Bricish Council Library. Hawthorn
is one of the younger Marxist
eritics of literature who have maved
out of the strait—jacket of the for-
mulas of ‘soclalist realism’, Conrad,
like Dostoevsky, Isagood test of
a Marxist critic’s Intelligence, be-
cause he was conservative in his
political bellefs, but Hawthorn de-
monstrates  that Conrad’s imagl-
native view of the world—parti-
cularly of Imperialism—cannot be
equated with his consciously held
ideclogy.

What is particularly Interesting
about Hawthorn's book, which is
titled Joseph Conrad: Language
and Fictional Self-Consciousness,
is that Hawthorn effects a fusion
between a social and linguistic
analysis of Conrad’s work. | have
never found particularly useful the
applications of modern linguistics
to literary criticism: most efforts
of this kind seem to me only to
make simple observations in a
needlessly  complicated techni-
cal fashion. But Hawthorn doesn't
follow the fashions of Anglo-Amer-
ican stylistics; he draws instead
on the work of Soviet scholars of
linguistics like Vygotsky and Lurla
to bring out the fact that Conrad’s
interest In the potentialities and
pitfalls of language Is at the heart
of his work, and reflects his aware-
ness of the divisions within his
soclal world.

Problem corner

The governor of a prisen sent
for three prisoners—John, lJames
and Peter—and showed them five
paper discs. Three of them were
white, and two were black.

‘MNaw,'

Touchston

he said, ‘I'm going to

pin one of these dises on the back

of

will

th

each one of you. Each of you
be able to see the discs en
e backs of the other two but

not your own, and you won't be

all
ot

me corretly
dizc on his back will
but
before you

pr
ad

The

awed to communlcate with each
her. The first man whe tells
the colaur of the
be released,
are right
answer, because the
lce of a wrong guess is an
ditienal five years’ sentence.'

make sure you

governor then pinned a

disc on the back of each of the

three

Pe

men. After ten minutes
ter, the most Intelligent of the

the prisloners, told the governor,

'™

y disc Is white." How did he

work this out?
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Pushkin...

(Continued from page =o)

“C"est YWanus tout entlere  attache
a sz proie’

becomes Cairncross' flaccid

“All Venus' might has fastened
on her prey"”. The movement of

Siriwardena's wverse has a rapl-
dity' and slnewiness perfectly
attuned to characters who are

predominantly active, both ment-

ally and physically; it has a
swiftness, a quality of cut and
thrust, a total freedom  that
makes it ideal material for an

actor; it speaks aloud In the ear
as it were. It is evident that
here his experience asa dramatic
eritic has taught him what effec-
tive writing for the stage should
be.

There is distinct difference of
approach in the two plays selec-

ted. While The Covetous Knight
Is tightly-constructed and works
logically through the conjunction
of character and circumstance,
The Stone Guest appears to be
a piece of bravura writing on

Pushkin’s * part. In Russian, it
must have been a display of
verbal virtuosity that compelled

admiratlon, a challenge to a
translator — met here with seeming
and all the

ease, panache one
might expect of the original.
“Witty, civillsed" it is, and the

technique is dazzling. There are

sections of the play that come
off manificently-the pace of the
opening, the mounting force of

Don Juan's speech to Dennz Anna,
“Is it a slgn of madness!?” followed
by her riposte taken so deftly in
his stride-a passage which serves
to project the impression of Don
Juan’s swifc wit, his ardour and

alacrity of spiric, within ten lines
The individual wvoices of Laura
and Anna, their characters and
relationship to Juan are indicated
with telling, if unaveoidably sketchy
strokes.  Inevitably, though, the
episodic construction prevents the
play from gaining momentum and
deprives it of the compulsive
power that marks The Covetous
Knight.

A direct
tien and a

dic-
flexible
rhythm have been exploited with
remarkable

down-to—earth

foreeful yet

resourcefulness  to
mirror the ruling passions of the

protagonist and delineate thair
natures In a way that compels
conviction. Sirlwardena's fidelity

to his model rewards his readers
because It brings Puzhkin's crea-

tions to life for them.
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Within
the reach of
all Sportsmen,

SPORTS

EQUIPMENT

From the most famous manufacturers, brought to
yYou at convenient price levels by the Co-operative

Wholesale Establishment, in the Service of the Nation.
Reach the top in sports with top quality equipment now
available for all Outdoor and Indoor Sports at prices

within the reach of all Sportsmen.

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FOR -

CRICKET GOLF GYMNASTICS SQUASH TABLE TENNIS
SOCCER BADMINTON VOLLEYBALTL SWIMMING CARROM
RUGBY BASKETBALT, TENNIS ANGLING CHESS
HOCKEY NETBALL ATHLETICS BOATING BILLIARDS

THE NEW C-W.E- SPORTS GOODS DEPT.
80, JAWATTE ROAD, (OPP. SALU SALA) COLOMBO 5.




Air Lanka
now gives the world

ataste of paradise.

AurLanka links Sr1 Lanka with the world. With more flights to
Europe than any other airline— to London, Paris, Frankfurt and Zurich. The biggest choice
of flights to the Middle East: Dubai and Babrain. Non-stop flights to Bangkok. The only
non-stop service to Kuala Lumpur. Five weekly to Madras, three to Bombay. And regular flights to
Singapore and Male. Altogether, 48 flights to and from the world every week. v,
With a style of service you'd expect from the airline of the country that

travellers throughout bistory bave thought of as Paradise. AIRLANKAY.
) A taste of Paradise

Call your I'ravel Agent or Awr Lanka Tel 27731/2/3 28331/2/3
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