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A length of

ALKATHENE

goes a
Iong way:

Alkathenae Pipe is light, 5
flexible, does not rust -
and is streng and durabla,
It an be used for a number of
different applications.

Here ara soma ideas:
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Long Distance water supply to
estatz lines and tea nurseries.

Flexible, meisture-proof under
round electrical conduits for
indoor and outdoor wiring.

ﬁater supply to dairy and poultry
farms.

Gem pits

Building construction and civil
engineering work sites.

Irrigation of cash erops and Lift
irrigation,

Az suction and delivery pipe in
homes.

Alkathaens the Cheapest pipe Inthe market:
makes vour money o a long long way

ALKATHENE - the versatile pipe.
CHEMICAL. INDUSTRIES (COLOMBO) LTD.

TAL-4634




Sign of the Times?

Haos o “‘rescye operation”,
here in 5ri Lanka, failed too?
Although one of the noisier
election slogans of the UNP

was the restoration of full press
freedom, newspaper employees,

including journalists, were in-
clined to breathe a sigh of
relief or merely shrug their
shouiders, when the UNP govern-
ment took over the Times,
lock, steck and barrel,

The reason for this reaction
was plain enough., The Times
was  broke. |t hod  been
broke for a long time and

employees were long accustomed
to getting their monthly sclaries
in two or three instalments. A
blood tronsfution was desperately
Aecessary to save an (nstitution
on the verge of collopse. But
even in the new climate
private  sector confidence no
tycoon would hove been ready
to invest his money In such o
hazardous enterprise. Only the
povernment had  the money.
Nearly 3 years have gone by.
Once ggain the Times seems
to be in o state of gloom and
doom. Circulation is poor, the
printing is bad and the orgoni-
sotion 5 near chaotic. What is
mare, cosh is o big problem.
A report on the parlous condition
of the Times, the L.G. learns,
hos been submitted to the highest
autharities.

A sign of the Times, observes
a  cynical  Timesman s the
unopened crate enjoying the sun
and the monseen showers near
the porch. It contains g new

press!  Meanwhile the Far Eas-
tern Economic Review has
published o report by its
Colombo correspondent on  the

“timid state-controlled media”
in 5ri Lonka. The report gets
its inspiration from the candid
comments on media credibility
made recently by the former
press mognate and now roving
ombassador Mr. Esmond Wick-
remasinghe.

Fun With Figures

“Sharp decline in unemployment
ameng youth'' announces g front
page  headline, quoting  the

of |

Central Bank’s annual report. |

The Central Bank's credibility
may be slightly  higher than
that of the establishment press,
although Dr. N. M. Perera aonce
suggested that the CB's reports

were as clumsily rigged aos
elections  in  the Philippines,
Indonesiao or Egypt. (Incidentally

President |, R., once again excluded
all the ASEAN countries from
Third World democracies which
he said were four in number —
5ri Lanka, India, Costa Rica and
Venezuelo.)

Anyway the CB  report says
that unemployment has fallen
from 24% in 1973 to 159 in
1978. With 2137, the urban sector
is highest; the rural sector has
159 unemployment, while the
estate sector {5 lowest with 5.4,

The report however, makes
this coutionary and self-protective

ngte: “The non availability of
regular and complete data s @
major  limitation to analyzing
changes in  employment in Sri
Lonka."

S0 how vreliable are these

statistics? Figuring it out is half
the fun.

TULF Trouble

The Labour party in Britain
has the famed “TRIBUNE™ group,
a rodical and articulote Eroup
which has greater influence an

(Continwed on page 2)
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Pro Constance Garnett

I read with interest and profic
Mr. Reggie Siriwardene's article
on the difficulties of translacion,
(LG-March lst.). However, he
seems (o fsolate one from the
complex of operant factors that
g9 to create an effect in licera-

ture, in eriginal or in trans-
lation. Fer instance, what he
has termed the Jloss of the

second person pronoun in Eng-
lish translation of Russian litera-
ture does nat necessarily cause a
loss because It is counter-balanced
by the practice of translator
Constance Garnett in having
the characters fallow the Russian
custom of addressing a person
by name, Including patronym
(er is It matronym?) which
creates for the non-Russian
social sensibility just the right
nuance of a social relationship
that might be conveyed by the
deferential use of the Russian
panDUﬂ:

“Bring in tea, and tell Sar-
yosha that Alexey Alexandro-
vitch is here. Well, tell me,
how have you been? Mihail
Vassilievitch, you've not been
to see me before.” The nuance

LAKEA

GUARDIAN

¥al.3 Me.2 May 15, 1980 Price 350

FPublished fortoightly by Lanks Guardian

Publishing Co. Lid. First Floor,
88, M. H. M. Abdul Cader Road,
{Reclamation Road) Colombo 11,

Editor:

Telephone:

CONTENTS

Letters

Mervyn de Silva
21009

MNews background
Bandung anniversary

Foreign news

LT = T = S PY R

losip Broz Tito

Lenin biography 10
Devolution |2
Micaragua 15
‘Sinhalisation’ 18
Jean Paul Sartre 20
Book review 2l
Dostoevsky 22
As | like it ]

Printed by Arnanda Press
82/5, Wollendhal Street,
Colombo 13,

Telephone; 35875




achieved by this method Iis |

part of arhythmic context and
each variaticn of form of address
supports each other. Anna had
just been "greeting Sludin, whe
was like ene of the family,
with a smile.” (Anna Karenina,
trans, Constance Garnett) On
the other hand, ause of the
deferential *‘thou", which s
archaic to the English ear,
would have had a disastrously
ludicrous effect.

Perhaps with his more intimate
knowledge of the Rassian lan-
guage and llterature Mr. Sirl-
wardene can tell us whether
there has been a nuance of a
change In the Russian use of
pursunai proncuns since aristo-
cratic times, though not per-
haps to the extent of the
demotion to  archaism of the
English “thou” and ‘“'thee
Has the wide currency of
“romrade’ as a form of address
had an influence on the Russian
pranoun? | don't know,

Patrick Jayasuriya
Peradeniya

Tamil censciousness

The series of articles by Dr,
K. Sivathamby published recently
in the Lanka Guardian offer a
long overdue academic asses-
ment of the Tamils’ political
situation, There is one pelnt
however which Dr. Sivathamby
has glossed over; that is the
essentially pragmatic nature of
Tamil leadership,

Dr. Sivathamby alleges that
despite group rivalries tha Tamils
have displayed an overriding
urge for national unity. In
cultural terms, this may well
be so, but politically speakl’ng,
this statement ignores several
indications to the contrary,
First, there are the results of
the '52 election when the UNP
scared victories throughout the
Eastern Province and even won
a seat in the peninsulz, and
more recently the UNP victory
in the [974 Mannar by-election
and the post—77 defections from
the TULF parliamencary ranks
by Indian Tamil and Eastern
Province Tamil members. This
is not a transient phenomenon,

Since  the introduction  of
universal franchise in 1930 the

Tamii leaders have shown a
marked propensity te split
ranks ,whenever a suitable

opportunity arose.

In an age of arithmetical
democracy, a |2% minority
(205, if you add in the Indian
Taml]sE. is neccessarily foreced
to choose  between noble
martyrdom and pusillanimous
pragmatism. The fermer course
Is rightly considered 1o be
salf-defeating by the bourgeols,
caste minded and essentially
cautious wellala who throw up
the national leaders of the
Sri Lanka Tamil communicy,
The Tamils have therefore
adopred the line of most
patronage. Only Chelvanaya-
gam stood against this policy,
When the Kandyans first
elbowed cheir way into politics
at the expense of the Indian
Tamil wvoters, the laffna Tamils
were the fitst to make over-
tures to them for a Kandyan-
Tamil alliance against “low-
country hegemony.'” It was
only when this failed that the
Sri Lanka Tamlls accepted the
'50-50" (actually 40-60) policy
formulated by Indian Tamil
leaders as a means of combating
the Low—country-Kandyan rapp-
rachement. However,  the
offer of a portfalio In the D3
Senanayake cabinet destroyed
this Tamil alliance. Abandoned
by their Tamilian compatriats,
the Indian Tamils were deprived
of civic rights The complete
rout of the Federal Party in
the 52 elections was a
rescunding endorsement of this
policy.

Although less ambiguous and
mercurial than_ the  Muslim
Tamil element In their political
zlgzagging, the leaders of the
Tamils, both the 5ri Lankan
and Indian  Tamils, seek to
maximise power and patronage
through the existing system.
Pragmatists ta a man, they
consider that the class and
caste jnterests of their electors
are mast effectively protected
by a capitalist governmsant. It is
no mere chance that Tamil

nacional unicy tends to increase

when there is a collusien
between Sinhalese  chauvinist
and socialist forces.

| do not wish te detract

from the very sober and neat
dissection which Dr, Sivathamby
made, but | question the fact
that the Tamils have ever

reaflly manifested the single=
mindedness neccessary o an
effective  national movement.

If their own leaders, who are
after all drawn frem a very
narrow class and caste spectrum,
are apparently so ready to
abandon group loyalty how can
the community as a whole be
said to  have developed a
national consclousness?

Panadura Dr, Jane Russell

Pravus pater noster

You've got to be kidding.
Tratsky did NOT say that
Mussolinl  called Marx “the
IMMORAL facher of ws all”
If chis is someone’s Freudian
slip it's not mine — I've checked
the carbon copy of my article
and it clearly has “immartal".

Calombo 3. V. P. Vittachi

Trends. ..
{Continned from page 1)

party thinking than its numbers
would strictly warrant, Now [t
hos o ‘Militant’  tendency,
Trotskyist in  persvasion  and
toking its name as wsual from
a newspaper.

Has the TULF leadership found
a troublesome faction in the
SUTANTIRAN group? The
FP paper has always been mare
outspoken than the FP leaders,
And the SUTANTIRAN group
has many, often covert, links
with militant youth circles which
in turn  produce  left-inclined
Journals like MANITHAN,

Has the TULF started o purge
of these rodicels becouse the
leadership is  itself divided
between hordliners and softliners
vis-a-vis the government? The
issue s a critical test becouse
the TULF may scon have to
make up its mind about Devolution.




Blue - and - red again

lue-and-red flags were out
again in the streets of Colombo
on May Day. Some of these flags
were flylng  from shops, small
hotels and business establishments

owned by knewn SLFP or L5SP
sympathisers.
Blue and red were of course

prominently together in the SLFP
~-L35F processien which took many
hours in making the journey from
Havelack Tewn to Campbell Park.

The re-appearance of blue-and-
red banners was an obvious illustra-
tion of the general meod amang the
rank-and-file of both parties. ¢
was as if the old United Frone
had been revived. At the leader-
ship  level however, spokesmen
from both parties may say  thac
this was merely ajoint May Day
rally. They would also leave the
future open. Joint action on this
or that issue is clearly a strong

possibility — especially  eam paigns
on economic  Issuos, But the
rank-and-file believe that the
post-1975 bitterness is over and

a formal alliance would be announ-
ced socner or later. This pressure
from below Is bound to affect
decisions by the leadership.

“The real political battle will
begin on May 7th” announced
Mrs. Sirima Bandaranalke the SLFP
leader. May 7 was marked by
two events — the keen by-election
contest at Anpamaduwa and Mrs,
Bandaranaike's ewn appearance
before the Presidential Commission
of Inquiry fnvestigating abuses of
power by her |970-77 government.

If the Commission's findings
are adverse, parliament can by
special  resolution impese civic
disabilities on her,

In case there was any doubt
In the minds of the vast gathering
at Campbell Park Mrs. Bandaranaike
immediately explained that she
was  referring to  what may
happen after her case was over.
She sald that she will continue
to lead the party and would never
quit politics, whatever the con-
sequences,

Some surprises

If May 7 wasa day of decision
a5 Mrs. Bandaranaike pradicted,
itdid bring some surprises, pleasant
or unpleasant, to many,

One of those who was *‘taken
completely by surprise” (CDN p.l)
was the Deputy Salicitor General,
Mr. Sunil de Silva. He was address.-
ing the Presidential Commission
after Mrs. Bandaranaike had read
out her statement in which she
said she was withdrawing from jrs
proceedings. She refused to be
tried by a special tribunal selected
"by my chief political opponent.”

Her statement revealed the fine
hand of her lawyer and legal
advisers but the decision was manl-
festly a political one, All her
responses, all tactical moves hence-
farth will be political,

It will depend on the Commis-
sion’s report, the response of
parliament and the consequences,
if any, to her political career, as
SLFP leader,

Belgrade bound

Always consclous of her Inter-
national image and the perceived
Importance of international connec-
tions, Mrs. Bandaranaike lefe for
Belgrade to attend Tito's funeral.
She had done the same when
she was Prime Minister — for Nehru
and Masser,

There were no ‘passport dramas’
at the Katunayake airport. Repar-
ters found the SLFP leader given
real V. |. P, treatment —on explicic
Instructions from the top, according
to the airport zuthoritles.

Anamaduwa

While Anamaduwa may explain
why 5ri Lanka's representation was
at foreign minister level at Tiro's
funeral (a greater gathering of
VVIP's than at the funerals of De
Gaulle or Churchill, two war-time
leaders) the news ofthe Anamaduwa
result must have made depressing
company for the Belgrade bound
Mrs. Bandaranaike,

Explanations and excuses enn
follow a simple statistical assess.
ment. The SLFP has to swallow an
elephantine fact —the UNP has

captured a ryral canstituency which
the SLFP had not only hyerd far
more than 20 years but had sUccess-
fully defended even against  the
UNP's 1977 bliczkreig.

A SLFP majority of 1083 has been
converted to a UNP majority of
1787, True enough, the SLFp
retained its 16,000 odd vates byt
is that any cause for comfore  at
a time when economic hardships,
as the SLFP rightly points oy,
keep mounting?

The SLFP has increased its vore
by 300 odd, a small fraction of the
Increase in the toral vores polled,

By protecting jes 16,000 vore
base the SLFP™ has proved that
Its traditional SUppoOre s jptaet,

The JVP's poar perfarmance |5
further evidence of how deep-root-
ed is the two parcy systems in
electoral politics. Where was tha
I¥P's  much-vaunted ryral youth
support!

There were no bread-and-butrer
issues In the literal sense, At
Anamaduwa it was a question of
village tanks and disused tube wells,
cowpea, kerosens (no electricity,
and, of course jobs,

For the rest, jt was vater
psychology, cynical self-unrest or
Spportunism and the LINP's organi-
fation machine. the machipe that
IR devoted so much of his time
and energy to build 1973-77.

Scouts sent by I R, and R.P,
brought back “intelligence" reports
on the electorate’s maod, Then
campaign chief Festus Perera and
75 MP's, Deputy Ministers etc
moved in superbly organised forma-
tions, fanning out in a constituency
where houses and clusters of hurs
are sometimes miles apart.

Three more years to go. There's
more mileage to get from a govern-
ment than from one more MP in
a pitiful group of 7,

The UNP had every reason, in
fact, to expect a majority of
3000-4000,



JVP: a turn to the class!

ln the ald days, they used to
call him *The Boss' or 'The Big
Man'—a strangely American exproes-
sion for a movement flaunting the
impeccably Indigencus banner of
a ‘Lanka Line’. Today, the short,
slightly stocky and bespectacled
Rohana Wijeweera is, more than
ever before, the Big Man. Hels
not only the undisputed leader
{de facto if not de jure) of the
JWP, the country's numerically
largest Left force, he is also the
dominant single personality of the

Left movement as a whole-a
movement which has no dearth
of colourful perscnalities.

As he surveyed the crowd

before him — which the SUN of
May 2nd estimated as being not
less than that of the SLFP/LSSP/
MEP joinc rally —Mr. Wijeweera
had good cause to feel a strong
sense of achievement. His move-
ment, as he told his audience,
had been liguidated with "bload,
iron and fire” in 971 by the
SLFP-led state. The SLFP leaders,
(whom he termed the Bandaranalke
—Ratwatte clan,) had beenconvinced
that they had seen the last of
the J¥P. The old Left had thought
so too, But in the jails, the
task of recocnstituting the JVP had
taken place and now it was the
main challenge to the UNP and
SLFP. It had weakened the old
Left so badly that the LSSP
unable to stand on its own two
faer, had staggered back into
the arms of Sirima. The other
left parties had cheir rally at che
Hyde Park, sorely weakened
because even their own supporters
had crossed over to  listen to
Wijeweara, So when the JYP
leader, from the heights of his
multitiered stage (as rtall 2s Adam's
Peak remarked someone) assured
his audience that their party had
the strepgth to stand on its own
two feet without leaning on the
SLFP or UNP, he did sound quite
canvincing.

VWhile the IGP had waved to
the JVP procession and taken
pictures from near the Liberty
cinema, his officers were harassing

4

the J¥P. sald Mr. Wijeweera.
The JLWV.P. should be glven the
same chance of winning power
democratically, as any other party
such as the SLFP or UNP had.
However their democratic rights
were being infringed upon by the
cLD,

Major Otelo de Carvalho, a here
of the 1975 Partuguese Revolution,
had told him in Lisbon, that
the personnel of the old fascisc
regimes political police had appealed
to be put inte jail—as a measure
far their own personal safacy,
since the masses were now meting
out punishment tothem. Similarly,
Wijeweera urged the C..D and
the bureaucracy to bear in mind
that the councry would not always
be ruled by the UNP or the SLFF.

The IVP leader did not sound
guite as convincing when  he
assured his audience that the SLFP
would nor win che 983 elections,
but his sense of committment
certainly came through whan he
promised that, if the JVP ware
reprassed again, it would emerge

even stronger, just as the parcy
had been successfully bullt up
twice befare, firse in the [760's
and then again after the [197]
repression.  Even if he were

killed, the class upon which the
IWP rested would regenerate the
party once more. ‘‘He's correct”,
remarked a  contemporary  of
Vyijeweera who was listening to
the speech. “50 long as the
petty bourgeois youth exists asa
soclal stratum within chis  crisis
ridden capitalism, they will always
give birth to the IVP or Its
equivalent.  This  will continue
for a while even aftar the revolu-
tion. Afeer all, the 5R's were

" bigger than the Bolsheviks. Mo

bourgeois force can  ever defeat,
the IVP. Only a genuinely revolu-
tionary Marxist-Leninist vanguard
party of the working class, that
is, a true Communist Party, can
do that.”

Waging War

The nitty-gritty of Wijeweera's
speech came right at the end.
Until then, it had been entercaln-

ing and perhaps educative (what
with quotes from Voltaire and
Herzen) but insubstantial. Towards
the end howsver he announced
that the IVP's prime task fer
the whaole of the next ysar
was to “‘wage war” on the trade
union bureaucracies affiliated to
the LSSP, CPSL, MEP, MSSP, etc
ete. The IVP would carve through
these T.UJ. organisations with the
same ease that they swept the
campuses, promlsed  Wijeweera,
tn short, the IVP declared a one
year ‘war’ on the Joint Trade
Union Action Commitces, “'ls
this combatting the union bure-
aucracy or daclaring war en the
organised working class movement?”
was the query of a young CMU
-er as he left the rain-drenched
Town Hall.

JTUAC

While 90% of the enparmous
I¥P demanstration comprised non
-warking class  youth, and the
Campbell park rally did include
the LSSPF, SLFP -and MEP union
members, the solid core of the
organized wurban working class
marched under the JITUAC banner
in a demonstration numbering
berween I3 and 5  thousand.
“Though it was the smallest of
the three formations quantita-
tively, it did comprise the most
advanced, palitically  conscious
sections of the working class— and
after all, this is what May Day
i5 all about" «claimsd a CPSL
Palitbureau member. The CPSL's
was the largest contingent num-
bering a litcle over 6,000, The
MSSP  (Vasudeva) came a close
second  and  was notable for  its
slogans calling for the recognition
of the Right of Self-Determina-
tion for the Tamil people. The
CMU (4,000) proved that it was
the best organized single Trade
Union in the country. A signi-
ficant feature of the ITUAC demo
were  the presence  of large
numbers of women workers
{garment workers, nurses  ecc)
Interestingly, there were man
slogans against  the LSSP  and
VP for cheir alleged ‘tailism’ vis-a-
vis the SLFP and UMNP respeccively.



Repeating his performance of
last year, Vasudeva gave the most
intelligent and impressive May
Day speech of 1980 with a plea
for broad trade union unit
(inclusive of the SLFP) and a
higher, political unity of the left
{minus the LSSP),

LS5P

The cartoonists were too cruel
to Colvin, In a message directly
addressed to the LSSP's erscwhile
allies, the CP, Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva reminded the CPSL of a
celebrated  Trostskyist  dietum,
In certain circumstances, Marxists,
advised Trotsky, should be ready
to form fronts notg anly with the
devil but the devil's grandmocher.
(The CDM reporter was content
with the "Devil's mother").

The impish  devil in

Every
cartoonist leapt for joy.

The Sunday Qbserver’s Wijesoma
saw Colvin getting the boot (or
was it the aristoecratic slipper?)

from the U.F. walauwa (1975) with
FDB, wearing his best satanic
grin, looking en. In the next
frame, (1980) a destituce Calvin,
patched trousers and all, returns
to the SLFP house...... the man
with  the  horps,  wears  an
unfriendly smile.

The ATHTHA cartoocnist was
not all that complicated, Sirima
wore the horns to  play the

Devil's grandmother,

The coming together of the
SLFP and LSSP certainly reyived
sagging spirits of the island's
oldest party. The |977 debacle

when the glants of the pasc fell
like nine-pins, almost all loosing
their deposits, the death of N.M.,
the pltiful performance in the
contest for Colombo municipalicy
which had once  flaunted red
flags, and humiliation of Galls
where the L3SSP was beaten by
the IVP had extracted a heavy
price from the L55P"s self confidence.
The favourite slogan  of many

vereran LSSP supporters was “the

United Front will return to power
in [9B3",

In the multilateral debate wichin

the Left prompted WVasudeva
Manayakkara at Hyde Park to
remind the L5S5P that a GSLFP/

LS5P United Front cannot win a
two-thirds majerity under the FR

system. Therefore, he said a
SLFP/LSSP  Prime  Minister will
still be President J.R.'s prime
minister. A high ranking L55Per

told the Lanka Guardian "'we have
not formed the United Front.
Ve may do so. It zll depends

on the political conditions. We
are not thinking of the results
of the 1981 elections, We are

wendering whether there will be
an  election in |983. As  the
international political and economic
siteation worsens and our own
ecanecmic problems are aggravated,
this question will be a real one,
In such a siteation only mass

(Conrimued an page 1)
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BANDUNG (2)

@ Anniversary

ON THE ROAD TO BELGRADE

by Mervyn de Silva

Azddressing the Indian Parlia-
ment on hls recurn from the
Bandung conference, Mr. Nehru
said: "Bandung proclaimed the
political emergence in world affairs
of aver half the world's population

" But he added that “ic weuld
be misreading of history to regard
Bandung as though It was an
Isclated oecurence and not partof a
great movement of human history."

[f Mr. Mehru was correct then,
his evaluation made so scon after
the conference seems even more
correct now. Bandung, Indeed,
is a landmark. Yet, It Is much
more a part of a historlcal process,

Bandung was an Afro-Asian
gathering; by definition, a regional

or continental concept.  This
physical dimension revesls baoth
its strength and its limltations,

It Is useful to note, for instance,
that there never was a ‘second
Bandung' although there were
several active and sustained efforts
to convene another such meeting.

Buc safter cthe first nonaligned
conference In Belgrade in 1961,
these efforts slowly lost  their

momentum and Bandung recedad
inexorably inte history, a history
In which it has a significant place.
The ‘Bandung spiric’ did not die,
No it was gradually assimilated
inte a larger Idea, a political
factor as this quarter cantury has

proved, of greater vitality and
resllience. That force being non-
allgnment which moved across

to and embraced Latin America
and few nations of Europe.

The post-war world witnessed
the end of colenialism, first of
all in Asia. Thae Is why Bandung,
inspite of the presence of some
African and Arab countries, had
a strong Aslan accent, Bandung
marks a significant stage [N the
maturation of the political con-
sclousness of those natioans which
freed from the imperialist yoke
after many centuries, responded
ta their own compulsive need to
assert this newly achleved inde-
pendence.

&

In that sense, it was as much
psychological as political. Undar-
standly so. Calanialism  had not
anly meant political domination
and economic exploitation but the
spailation of the rich and anclent
cultures of these conguered peoples.

It was a historical process
because this cansclousness was
not confined te ene or two or

a handful of countries. On the
contrary, it was a phenomenon
common te almost every nation

that had shared the celonial ex-
perience. In short, it was a
‘group feeling', a collective con-
sciousness which had already ex-
pressed  itself in an  Infermal
Afro-Asian group at the Unlted

Mations. This group feeling, born
out of a shared experlence and
fortified by a newly awakened

sense of |dentlty, gradually grasped
the ldea that it was also necessary
to shape a collective will.  Only
a collective will would allow and
promote cellective action,

In  part, it was, as | said,
psychological: in part, it was also
a predictable, even inescapable
response to an  elementary  fact
of contemporary history, Each of
these natlons, Individually, was
fundamentally ‘wezk'., Therefare,
in a glven world system where
palitical power goes with economic
and mllicary strengch, these natians
could affirm thelr independence
and assert their right to be heard
only collectively, The mobilisation
of the collective will was the
only optien, the only way to have
their distinctive voice heard, if
not headed.

So Bandung was a natural ex-
tenslan of the Afro-Aslan group
at the UW.M. These are plain
historical facts and If chey require
reiteration, it s enly because
We are !Qu::king back 25 years,
freom the wantage point of a
warld in which such organisations
and movements like the OAU,
the nonaligned, the Group of 77
at UNCTAD and the UM leself,
are so strongly influenced by this
self-same spiric of collective actlon
and unicy.

Seen from  this
Bandung is rich In
are even more
today's world.

It is comman knowledge that
the idea of a Bandung conference
received formal blessings at  the
first Calombo conference of April
1954, a confarence in which India,
Pakistan, Indonesia, Burma and
Ceylon (5ri Lanka) participated.

In late 1953, Mr. Foscer Dulles,
on avisit to Pakistan, had described
nonalignment (3 word coined by
Nehru) as “‘immaoral”. The very
notion  that the ex-colonial
countrigs could conceive of an
independant, collective voice in
warld affairs’ earned cthe viclous
hostility and contempt of the US
and the Amearican press.

Already the US was busy on
a US-Pakistan military agreement,
Inspite of strong wobjections by
India, At Muwara Eliya, Ceylon,
the US ambassadors of the region
had met in secret and decided
that before the Colembo confe-
rence, the US must iselate India
by winning over the ocher four,
Burma's UM ambassador told the
Colombo meeting how he had
turned down an offar of US
aid because it was tied to another
offer, a ‘mutual security pact’,
Ceylon was in a quandary. Driven
by its own pressing domestic needs,
Ceylon had signed a rubber-rice
karter deal with China in deflance
of the US-imposed embarge en
the sale of strategic materials to
communist China. But the pressure
on the Ceylonese Prime Minister,
the ultra-rightist Sir John Kote-
lawela, was intensified until the
US succeeded in getting Sir John
to launch an attack on the USSR
at Bandung. -

perspective,
lessons  that
meaningful  in

context, the US-
move Is extraordinarily
thought provoking. The US
treaty resulted in the growing
isolation of Pakistan, one of the
five sponsors of Bandung, from
the progressive maovement of the
Poor Weorld, Mot all the Islamic
summics nor Mr. Elhﬂtlﬂls mana-

In  today's
Pakistan|



euvres to sponsor a Third Woarld
Conference could rescue Pakistan
from its self-imposed alienation.
Only the collzapse of CENTO
gave Pakistan the opportunity of
Joining the nonaligned eonfarence
in Havana last year. But once
agaln the shadow of the US falls
over this country and we are
lelt to wonder whether Pakistan's
lately acquired nonalignment s
genulne engugh to withstand new
pressures fram old patrons.

OF course, Pakistan Is ne ex-
ception, The winning of allies
and the construction of alliance~
systems was part of the US
general strategy of keeping the
under-developed  nations  from
acting in concert, from struggling
for a2 new equitable international
arder, and from unifying thelr
efforts to strengthen that struggle.

The MNew York Times hailed
the Colombo communique because
it showed, according ta cthat
newspaper, a healchy reaction
against Communism and because
Mr. -Mehru had failed to impase
Indiz’s desire to form a “neutra-
lists block'!

In 1976, Just before anather
Colombo  conference, the Gth
nonaligned summit. Professar May-
nihan' one-time WS Ambassador
to India and the U.M., was
warning his government that the
“emerging bloc"' of “Third Warld"

nations was a serious threat to
US Interests.
5o while the '“new’ natians

were striving towards unity and
a common policy of nonalignment
and independence, the US was
employing every possible strategem
to establish military-palitical alli-

ances and alignments. Surely it
is significant that SEATO  was
created six months befare the

Bandung meeting,

In znother critical area of the
world, the Middle East, the
Baghdad pact was signed, and the
young Colonel Masser of Egypt,
who was a dominant persanality
at Bandung denounced it as an
insidious attempt to disrupt the
Arab League.

Ar firse, the US and its alljes,
opposed the ideaof an Afro=-Asian

conference, Several pro-US regi-
mes  (lran, Turkey, Lebanen,
Fhilippines) gave the invitation to
China as the main reason for
their antagonism. But when the
US discovered the current was
too strong and running against it,
there was sharp change of tactics.
Suddenly most of these countries
did a volte face. WUS then
hoped, as the Mew York Herald
Tribune observed that “America's
friends will cutnumber her enemies
and they will defend the US when
necessary."

Why? In  his well-rasearched
study “AFRO-ASIA and NON-
ALIGNMENT"” G. H. Jansen gave
us the anzwer,

“It was In this debate on
colonialism  that the conference
grappled wich Its real task and

purpose......

If the commen colonial heritage
was the historical foundation of
the movement which made a formal
announcement of its advent on
the world scene at Bandung, the
struggle against “colonialism in all
lts  manifestations’  (Mr. Krishna
Menon's  contribution)  was  its
publicly declared manifesta.  And
It |s precisely this fundamental
fact which has made the movement's
anti-imperialist character its cen-
tral feature. And for that reason,
the US and its allles, both outside
and Inside the movement have
consistently laboured to dilute
this character, divert the forward
mevemeant from its avowed aims
and divide its ranks,

its real

Today this movement's broad
forces have indentified che various
manifestations of celonlalism  In
whatever gulse It appears. Thus,
the cry for a new international
economic  order; the clamour
against the transnational corpora-
tions, the battle to end cultural
colonialism and information imperia-
lism.

While the West was right in
identifying chis resurgent force
as an ‘enemy’, it had yet another
reason to be doubly hestile to
it. The socialist countries, led by
the Sovier Union, had recognised
the immense progressive potential
of this burgeoning movement. and
by word and deed, as itssupport

for national  liberation clearly
demonstrated, supported its basic
aims.

As authar lansen notes, one
of the curious features of the
Bandung meeting was that It was
the Soviet Union which was the
principal target of attack of the
US and its  allies, and noe
Communist China, although jrs
participation had become a major
contreversy. Again, the west was
right in  recegnising its main
enemy, and potentially dangerous
alliance between the exploited
peoples of the “Third ‘Waorld"
and the socialist camp. Jansen
says that the US allies wers
talking about “colonialism® In the
Baltic while debating “colonialism™
at a conference held in che island
of Java in the Sunda Seal

One of the West's allies,
Prince al-Hassan, Prime Minister
of Yemen, on his way to the
conference had sald  “We have
not  heard of  Panchsheel. . ..
(Five Principles)....We have never
heard of China's entry Into the
UM

Mr. Malotovy and other Soviet
spokesmen had openly declared

support  for  Panchsheel, which
included the cardinal tenet of
peaceful  co-existence. Marshal

Voroshilov and the prassidium of
the Central Asian  republies of
the USSR had sent messages of
goodwlill to Bandung, whereas the
black Congressman, Adam Claycan
Powell, the anly unofficial American
“observer'"  was  reduced to
distributing cigars to delezates as

a pgesture of the friendship of
the Amerlcan people, when
President  Eisenhower and the

State  Department rejected his
suggestion that the US should
send an official message.

China, outlawed from the UN
by the US, identified itself with
the forces of Bandung, and for
a time it even assumed the role
of a champion of the “Third
Woarld." It is a commonplace
fact of history that It was the
combined suppore of the nonaligned
countries and the soclalist camp,
together wich the pressure they
exerted for nearly 20  years
which finally led to the admission
of China inte the UN,

tCoatinged on page 23)



lran

PERILOUS PATHS

Iready quite clear, the connec-
Atlon between the US ‘hastages
drama' and the presidential eam-
paign will become all too obvious
as the rival aspirants, ceremoni-
ally annelnted at the party con-
ventions, advance into the final
round.

Though Mr. Ohira has volced
same dark doubts on the question
and Mr. Rajaracnam has lamented
Its lack of leadership, the US
is a superpower, Thus, presiden-
tial preaccupations with electoral
politics and popularity polls cannot

possibly  be parochial matrers.
They invelve the world. And
the world, parcicularly after the

tragic farce inche lranian desert,
must bear this Is mind. For peo-
ples and governments In  the
Indian Ocean reglon, the invitation
te the most sombre reflection,
is all the more urgant,

The cock-eyed commando ope-
ration of “Charlie's Angels"
(named after Colonel Charles
Beckwith and, in  the true
American spirit, a popular TV
programme!) may be greeted by
America's enemies as  another
welcome blow te its plummeting
prestige, But back in the US,
this aggressive adventure, inspite
of its disastrous outcome, has
raised Mr. Carter's stock. There-
in lies the danger. One by cne,
he has exhausted his ‘“‘options.”
What will he be tempted todo next?
The Importance of that question
cannot be over-stated,

Henry Branden, one of the most
knowledgeable of ‘Washington
correspondents, wrote: "There |s
always the dapger that a man
hure, frustrated and extremely
sensitive to the sceusation of
weakness  and  indecizslen, fesls
need to disprove his cricics and
to act vigorously from weakness.”

Soon after the story of the
abortive mission made the head-
lines, both Democratic party
chairmen of the two foreign affairs
committees of Congress, Senator
Frank Church and Rep, Clement

B

Zablock] argued that this act of
aggression was 2 violation of the
War Powers Act. Of course, that
law has many canvanient loopholes.

Doubla-cross

Woeastern reactions were also
marked by anger anpd dismay.
Reporting from Londen to the
IHT, Joseph  Fitchett  wrote:
“Several of the European diplomats
sald  that  their  governments
would be incensed by the L. 5.
behaviour, which they deseribed
as verging on a double-cross of
its allies,

"The Carter administration lasc
weelk twisted our arm to impose
sanctions on lran with the threat
of LS. military action otherwlise,"
a diplomat said, adding: ""VWe did
it, and then President Carter
went ahead and did it anyway.”

Severance of diplomatic relations,
economic  sanctions and  other
threats, and then secret operations.
What next? A Haiphong-type
mining of lranian harboursala LBJ?
A full-scale naval blockade?

For the US public the hostages
remain, understandably, a highly
charged emctional affair. For the
media, notably TV it Is theatre
on the grand scale. For lawyers
and students of diplomacy, there
is the Incenclusive debate on
international conventions and rules
of conduct. The hostages were
diplomats enjoying Immunity. But,
replies the Iranian leadership, they
lost  this privilege when they
engaged in subversive activities
as part of the apparatus supporting
the Shah's corrupt and oppressive
regime. The evidence, say the
Iranian authorities, will be pre-
sented to the world,

But for people in most parts
of the world, the media dramaeisa-
tion of the hostages issue has
converted the question to a simple
human situation,

Will  electoral pressures  and
propaganda promote the Carter
administration to take even more

oRelH:

perilous steps that would endanger
peace in the area? In an unusual

expression of [dentical views. In-
dia and Pakistan condemned the
US operation and warned of jus
dangers to peace. In striking
contrast, 5ri Lanka’s response was
a study in eguivecation.

In Washington, tha resignation
of Cyrus Vance, a modest and
sensible man, heralded a victary
for Dr. Brzezinski, the new cold
warrior. His outspoken opinions
at the start of the lranian erisis
are freely quoted by twa distin-
guished US researchers in a new
study entitled “Carter and the
Fall of the Shah: The Inside
Story™, published last manth in
The Washington Quarterly. The
all-powerful Mational Security Ad-
viser believed that “the nature of
the Shah’s regime was a distinctly
secondary questien, and that lran
was of such pre-eminent impor-
tance to  American  Middle East
policy that the Shah should be
encouraged to do  whatever was
necessary to preserve control of
the councry.”

The Shah was the best sarvant
of weastern Interests. It was for
this historical role that the Pahlevi
dynastry was created by the Bri-
tish and then sustained for so
long by the US. These interests
were both economic and serategic.

As the Ayatollah Khomeinl sees
It, these are the fundamental issues,
ralsed by the anti-Shah movement.
Islamic Revolutian, popular uprising
or whatever else the descriptive
title, che movement's ideals remain
the genuine economic and political
independence of Iran. Hence the
Ayatollah hailed the severance of
diplomatic relations by the US
as 3 happy symbal of the end
of US dominance. Inspite of many
internal conflicts and unprediceable
eruptions, the spiric of the Iranian
revolution s very much alive, [es
ultimate suceess will be measured
by the degree to which the Ira-
nian  people  become the true
masters of their destiny,



THE DON IS DEAD

he last survivor among the

great personalities of World
War 2 Is no more. The death
of the communist who by defylng
Stalin In 1948 turped into a
symbolic figure of the ‘cold war’
follows the recent declaration of
a second ‘cold war'. The brave
and brilllant anti-fascist partisan
who became the maker of modern
Yugoslavia has left a national sense
which he had so totally dominated
for four decades. Monalignment's
Don is dead.

After Tito, who! Tito himself
made sure of the answer to that
question. A collective leadership,
But the answer to the equally
familiar and more Important ques-
tion ‘After Tito, what?’ Is not
easy. For many, it Is a troubling
one. Mations have survived the
passing away of their founding
fathers and heroic father—figures
— the Maos, the Nehrus, Nassers,
Soekarnos.

In his recent work ‘TITO's
YUGOSLAVIA®, Sir Duncan Wilson
who served as British Ambassador
both in Belgrade and Moscow
observed: “lt is Yugoslavia's re-

lations with the Soviet Unlan
which are likely to be most
affected when Tito 1s no longer
at the helm.,.."

A more central lssue, ecritical

enough to influence Yugeslavia's
external relations, is the nation’s
internal, federal structure which
even the most sympathetic of ana-
lysts regard as a fragile fabric,

The Soviet Unien, after Stalin's

death, experimented with a
‘collective  leadership® too. But
the mechanism which Tito has

introduced suggests his own
profoundly anxious awareness of
stresses on a system which perhaps
could work only when he himself
was its strong centrepiece. The
complex mechanism rests on a
system of chairmanship by rotation.
The rotation seeks to guarantee
the fair distribution of power as
between the six republics. There
are two autonomous Prﬁ‘:’inﬂeﬁ oo
In an interesting, though somewhat

Joslp Brez Tito

artificlal, mosale of npational and

cultural Indencicies.

The economic fact of evident
unevenness of growth as between
regions and the geopolitical
existence of Yugoslavia as a whole
could always Intensify the strains
inherent in this cultural diversity.

If nonalignment was Tito's claim
to originality as the leader of a
soclalist state, ‘sel~-management’
was his novel contribution to
soclalist practice. Inspite of the
large remittances of more than a
million workers In the capitalist
west, Yugoslavia's looser, more
open, consumer-minded economy
has done poorly in  weathering
the shocks of world inflation. As
Hella Pick wrote In the Guardian
(London).

“At a time of high inflation
and unemployment, the industrially
advanced northern republics of
Yugoslavia resent the economic
burden of the poorer south. But
above all, It underlines Yugoslavia's
dependence on foreign markets,
on forelgn sourcss of supply; and
leads right back to the country’s
exposed geography, and uneasy
relationship with the Soviet Union.”

YOUR SELECTION FOR
A PROTEIN RICH MEAL

ATTA FLOUR

IT IS MOST NOURISHING
AND
HEALTHY

PREPARE A PALATABLE
MEAL WITH

ATTA FLOUR

Rs. 229/- PER BAG OF 50 Kg.

RULANG (semotina)

FOR SWEETS
MAKE OUT OF HIGH
QUALITY WHEAT

Rs, 376/- PER BAG OF 55 Kg,

Please Contact

Sri Lanka State
Flour Milling
Corporation

Mo. 7, Station Road,
Colombe - 3.

Telephone: 21300, 23152, 28008
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PRISON
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Enin returned to FRussia on

tember? [895, Lenin felt

E’% . ‘t'e?“ffﬁ’éaakﬁ”%‘“

:anfrnn:ed the working-class

Russia and the lack of cohesicn and
the amateurish metheds of the
SogialsDemaerdtly organizitions 'of
that time. A workers ‘Marxist
party did not yet exist,
recurn to Russia he - {q.cl!{ up s
taslwith greater energy than ever,
He visited the working—cl 5,5 disg-
r]cts*-rraar]y every day, 'uceing
meetings and conferences, canver;
sing with the workers and giving
instructions to  the members

Igamaﬁ -the Mal:x,is's.w r-
k e lairdles o f—”! exlsting in

F‘eters rg—t ere  were about
twentyl of them~~iidto long.l o4

This became known as the League
of Struggle for the Emanclpatlan
of the working=class.s Hep thus
paved ' tHé “way fﬂfrrthk'éfﬂ'rm:l-tiﬂ'h
| of the revolutionary Marxist party.
Lenin based the activitles of the
League of Struggle on the principles
of centralism and strict disciphines
He considered that the Lcague
should.bedamelthe basis! of a'parcy(
and was very keen  to. _Iilnr,: up the,
Social Demderats ‘ih the' different
towns .of. Russfa..,  During
-precEEdlng two 'I,'Ear's much had'
| been done in this direction, This
|was to be achieved by means of
| a newspaper which would farmulata
{ the immediate objects, and ultimate
aims
| class.® Bot~ Lenin™ was' “prevent
frem carrying out: hissplag_at that
| time. On thelnight'of Decembar 8
{ 1895, the Tsarist .police swocpe_d

| down on theilieagusidnd) a.rrEs_tedp'

| a large number of its active mem-
| bers including Lenin,

The period of over. two }'ears
{ that Lenin had spent in St
| Pe;er:hurg wasan EF.FemEIy impar+
tant one "In his 'l Dermg th|s
period he mixed with the workers,
and this served him as a school
of revclutlonary act[vit}f and of

.10

On ‘his |

thhe Demucnticnrganizatmns He |

r the,

tbeﬂruggje afche '-'iarkjuga.‘_

tionary :raﬁ:smansmp Here,
the first time in Russia, he
began®re link up the Socialist
movement with the general working
—class: n]u\.rEm»._ant and formed the
! I.Ieagué of St'l‘u'ﬁgle for the Emanci-
pation. of the' king-class, which
was the embryaof the revolution-
ary party to basé  Itself on the
wPrk[ng—chss ‘movement.

Lenin: spent H months in prison,
buc eyen here - he continued his
seething actiwt;f Lenin“succeeded
in getting his letters and pamphlets
out nf;aﬁ by writing them In milk
between the lines of the pages
. of books which--he was allowed
toreceive from outside and return,
Qn: Januar}r 29, 1897, the sentence
was. pranaunted on the League of
Struggle case; Lenin.was sentenced
to three years exile In Eastern
Siberidl | (Hé'was ordered tb 5;55!I"|d
his term of exile 'in'“the Willage:
of Shushepskqu Venisalsk Guber-
nia.’ Ih:‘ztrl};r in May [B‘S‘E KruPskﬁra.

ho “had “alsd 'been arresned and’
I::nv]cted in cannecn!on with" the'
League “of! Strhgg!e case and had”
recalved’ permlsslon [ s] spend her
exile” “wich" "Lein, " arrived "
Shushenskoye, Natw;tﬁ:stand:ngé
difficulcies Invq ved, he succeede
in esuabl[shlngconnecthqs with, t['lE
Emangipation . of Labour  Group,
abroad, and w];h th,ﬁ centre,; af
reyolutionary life  in, Russia, and,
to receive lllegal liternture he,

correspondant& which Lenm con.,

| ducted with his. relatives, wich
| comrades.,in, e;;le wlith “the,
Emancipation, Labour, Gmup_
an;:l with, the Sr.-cjal Democrats.

and served as an Important meaans
of - mgdn:.a[n!ng Cantagt; receiving
Infermatkon 2nd: giving instructions.,
| His correspondance: with Lengnik:
| an.philosephical -questions..is. .aff
| special Jinterest., -Lengnlk: wha i
| connection’ with - the, Lsague, of.
| Struggle . case - serving a term  af,
| axile, ‘had become Infatuated with,
| Kant . and .. Hume. -.Lenin. . heard;
|zhuut this, . and a lively gorress,
|pnndenv:n between i them | ensugd.,

in Russia was rather vah,:m!ncus_

100 IHT
'i-d::ﬁ‘ o Ebc.aﬁl‘ﬁ
o1 anomie tovivies tael ood _'ﬁ”"'
?Ii 1YY zaltilenne Eil i i3 "
RIS if =l Tat 1| n o3 Loy
Lengnik remﬁrkeﬂ RIS 1€ttt

in mpf;,f ks mln,e WViadimir H:,rlch

pol]tal LATE n'l|}" "B
fm:ssr_mlnl~ his'dérermifad: cgpn:ltlan
to " Hume's sceptTc[:m ‘and’ Ként's
fdealism, ‘and"’ :unr.ra'stlzd' 'thith
with “the" sf:mu!atmg phi!as::ph
of ' "Mark "and Engefs"" 'Duri
the’ thrae yegrs ‘hie sp'entm exre
He "Wriote” 'gver y
among which were: the"Develop:
ment, of . Capitafism ., . ip . Russia,
The Tasks, of, the, Ru;slgn Suc]a]-
Demagrats }". Cnntrqbutmn to
the Charat:terlpat_lp_n_.pf Econcumlip
RDI‘I‘IEHE,ECJSI‘H,IThE Heritage,. that
Wﬂ Renounce, Cap.tﬁahsm 1] ﬁ,.grl—
culture, The, Protest  of Russian
Seclal-Demecrats jand.., thE D:af;
of a, Program, for aur Part;-r

During ths Jast’ years "of Lénin 5
exiré Trmpartaft! dvknts 'cucdrrred

Vthirgy | ‘Works,

In the international’ ' 'Socials
Dem-ﬂcraclclmwement Revlslomsm
openly, enters ..he arena,_ LA the

Beglnnlng ‘of | 1899, Eernstems
notariags bl:h-:rl-: “The Frermse-s of
Sr:nr,iar[sm appeare.d in! Germaﬂ}r.
In'Jyné of that year, the Frenc

socialist H1I1&rand entered’ the
hourgems cvernment Lemnwru!l:e
that he “was afarmed by the Tav:t
that Plekhanou was ‘nat coming
ut strongly - in [oppositlan, to/ithe
reylslon .. of .the philosophy,.af
Marxism -.by. Bernscein, |, Struve
and.others, yand jurged that.it
Wwas necessary tohreak the-alliance
betwean -the ) revelutisnary and
the ‘Legal’ Marxists. The Revisio-
nists! rsorties against 'the Maridlst
philosophy Induced kenin to.maks
avcloseristidy oft philasophya!ln
the summer!of 1899 Krupskaya
wrote ailecceri-vo ) lLenin's mother
in which ishe said rYelodyal -is
now! intensely rreading call - :sores
ofphilosophy, 'Holbach,' Helvetius
and so. sforthy il sayvinifunt! that
he s bBecoming: sol impregnated
withirghls < ghilosophy thaty t=will
monshe rdangerm: to ta]k ro I-nrn,”

ln Harch 53?8 thu fim: caugrﬂ;s
mf the Russian. Social  Demegratic
Labour Party. was, held..in, Minsk.



The congress annouced the forma-

tian of the party, but it failed
to unite the seattered Marxist
circles and organizations Into
one body.

On Jzhuary 29, 1900, Lenin ended
up his term of exile and left
Shushenskoye fully determined to
set to work at once to carry
out his plan of building a Marxist
party and of founding an all
Russian Marxist newspaper.

The police prohibited Lenin
from living in St. Petersburg and

Mascow or in any of the irndus-
trial cantres. He therefore chose
Pskov as his place of residence.

But on two aceasions Lenin secrecly
went to 5t Petersburg. On his
second visic to that cicy he was
arrested in the street. After
keeping Lenin in custedy for ten
days, they released him. At these
circumstances, on July 16, 1900
having laid the basis for the
newspaper in Russla, he wentabroad.

In August 1300, Lenin, Potressov,
Pleknonoy, Axlecod and Zasulich
met in Corsier, near Geneva, (2
discuss to make arrangement €O
publish an all Russian political
newspaper. The negotiations were
extremely heated and the confer-
ence almost endad In acomplete
rupture between Lenin and Plekha-
nov and the abandenment of the pro-
ject to start the newspaper “lskra”
immediately. With great difficulty
an agreement was at last reached.
lt was decided to publish “iskra”
nat In Switzerland, as Plekhanov
had proposed but in  Germany.
Lenin left far Munich where the
principal editors took up thelr
quarters. The first number of the
“skra” appeared on December
11, 1900.

“lskra' was launched in 2 period
when the revolutionary movement
was growing all over the country.
In the spring of 1901, political
demonstrations took place in many
of the large cities, In 1902 strikes
began to be combined with de-
monstrations. In 1903 a mighty
wave of mass political strikes
swept the whole of south Russia.
Influenced by the working=class
mevement, the peasants, toco join-
ed the struggle and in the spring
of 1902, peasant disorders broke
cut in the Ukraine, in the Volga
region and in Georgia.

lskra Mo, 4, which came out in
May 901, cantained Lenin's
article “Whera to Begin' In which
he gave a rough outline of his
for building che Marxist parcy.
This article exarcised a profound
impression an the Social-Demecratic
workers, Lenin said this article
was only 2 rough outline of his

plan, which he was elaborating
in greater detail in a pamplet
that he was preparing for the

press, It appeared In March 1901,
This was Lenin's brilliant wark,
““What |s To Be Dope.”

According to Lenin's plan, the
party was to consist of two parts
— z close circle of cadres of leading
party warkers, chiefly professional
revalutionaries, and a broad net-
work of local party organizations,
with a large membership enjoying
the sympathy and suppore of thou-
sands of working people.

Practlcally all the time Lenin
had to comrbat the opportunist
waverings of the ether members
of the board. He found himself

in conflict with Plekhanov. In the
summer of 1901 disagreements
arose over Lenin's artlcle, *“The

Persecutors of the Semstve and
and the Hannibals of Liberalism®.
As was the case at their first
meeting in |895, serious differences
between Lenin and Plekhanov were
revealed on the fundamental
question of tactics, namely the
attitude to be adopted towards
the liberal bourgeoisie. In lanuary
1902 scill more serious disagree-
ments arose over the gquestion of
the party programme. Just when
tha controversy on the party
programme was at |ts height, it
it was decided to transfer the
headquarters of Iskra te London.
During the first few months in
Lenden the disagreements on the
edicorial board of “lskra' became
more acute than ever. The cause
of the controversy was Lenin's
article “The Agrarain Programme
of Russian Social-Democracy.

Lenin was the author of the
Iskra group's agrarian programme,

April 1901, his article, “The
Woarker's Party and the Peasan-
try'’, appeared in Iskra. The

keynote of this article was that
the proletarist must be in the
van of the struggle for freedom and
win over to lts side the peasantry.

Lenin” attached wvery great impar-
tance to the work of popularizing
the Marxist programme among the
masses of the peasants. In  the
spring of 1903 he wrote a pamphlet
entitled To the Rural Poor.

The Second Congrass of the
Russian Social Democratic Labour
Party was opened on July [7, 1903,

At firsc it sat in  Brussels, but
owing to the difficulties created
by the Bslglan police it was

transferred to Lendon.
To be continued

JVP ...

(Continged from page 5)

opinion will influgnce the govern-
ment — such opinlon  must  have
a United Leader".

Kesping a discreet distance
frem the LSSP leaders Was Mr,
Anil Moonesinghe, loocking excre-
mely self satisfied. He had good
reason for this as the L.G.
reported months ago (“The Anil
factor'™)  Mr. Moonssinghe had
played a key role in the back-
stage moves which led to this
tie-up.  Anil has always been
regarded as a future LSSP leader,
N.M. In his last years, had said
“Mayer, nevaer' toz new alliance
under Mrs, Bandaranalke. Will
Anil wear some day the mantle

of M.M. and Trotsky.
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DEVOLUTION

The sharing of power

by MNeelam Tiruchelvam

he President decided on 2nd

August, to appeint a Commis-
sion on democratic decentralization
and devolution of power to the
districts. In this communication
he elaborsted the policy impera-
tives which have influenced this
decision. He emphasised the need
te strengthen and broaden the
democraticstructure of governmeant
and the democratic rights of the
people. He further added:

“{the) Goverment recognises the
need for alarger measure of partici-
pation by the people in the
sdministrative bodies dealing with
economic development. Apprecia-
ting the advantages of democratic
decentralization for accelerating
development and promoting parti-
cipatory democracy, the Govern-
ment has decided to censtitute a
Presidencial Commission to make
recommendation regarding a scheme
of devolution and decentralised
administration,”

The terms of reference point
to an Institutional framework the
elements of which have been spelt
out in broad outline. Other policy
pronouncements and more specific-
ally the decision of the Gavern-
ment dated Movember |3, 1573,
provided further clarification of
these matters. The Commission
was required to work within
this policy framework and to
evolve the details of a scheme
which would advance the ideals
of accelerated development and
participatory  democracy.  The
Report signed by elght Commis-
sioners on the 19th of February,
does not adequately grasp the
elements of cthis frameweork, or
elaborate fully the basic concepts
which relate to this exercise. [t
further fails to address some of
the more important matters referred
to in the terms of reference. This
note which is submitted as a
separate report endeavours to do
50.

The Introduction to the report
signed by eight Commissioners
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| 3 Report submitted by |
the TULF nominee

states that this Commission was
not appointed to or required to
“examine the ethnic problems
which have manifested themselves
in the demand for separate State"
and to make recommendations
which are directed towards their
resolution. On the contrary, the
Commission Is directed to devise
a system of devolution  and
democratic decentralisation which
would enable the peaple of twenty
—four districes to  define  their
development priorities, to energise
the district adminiscration and
give impetus te the processes of
sacial and economic transformaticon,

It is in this spirit that the work
of the Commission has been
approached as a bold experiment
In participatory democracy designed
to graft on to the existing system
of representation 'a scheme of

self-management by the people
of the district.'

The Prime Minister stated In
Parliament recently, ‘there are
various resources inherepnt in a
respective  district, a culture of

each district, custems relevant to

a district, a muslc relevant to
a district. These are things which
have been prevalent from time
immemarial. There s even a

difference in the language we
speak in the respective districcs’
{unofficial translation —vide page
937 Volume B (1) Mo. 5 of Hansard,
éth December, |979). Thisstatement
recognises that endogenous develop-
ment if it is to acquire full
meaning should be rooted in the
rraxis of the people of a district,
t presupposes the need for
political and administrative struc-
tures which provide space for the
expression of the collective creati-
vity and cultural diversity of the
peoples of different districts. The
new  [nstitutions  we  envisage

should be so fashioned as to
release the creative potential of
the people which have been
locked In by administracive struec-

tures which  have outlived their
relevance,
We now proceed to examine

some of the concepts which provide
the building blecks for the new
institutional structure that s
recommended. In doing so we
need to briefly review the recent
evolution of political and admin-
istrative structures at the regional
level. Mo doubt the Distrlet
Minister scheme owes its antece-
dents to the system of districe
pelitical authority, but the proposals
ser out herein represent a radical
departure from the approach thac
is implicit in the pelitical autharity
scheme.  The District  Political
Authority scheme must be seen
as a system of palitical mobiliza-
tion rather than genuine develu-
tion and decentralisation, It has
been faulted for the concentration
of decision making authoricy and
power in a single individual, and
for its lack of formal or informal
accountabilicy to the people —the
intended beneficlaries of govern-
mental programs,

There was ne formal machinery
to redress zbuses of discretion or
the arbicrary deprivation of section
of the community of their equitable
share tothe benefits of development.
The Districe Political Authority's
capacity to act decisively was zlso
impeded by the lack of clarity in
the demarcation of his powers
and responsibilities. The blurring
of the lines of responsibility
between the political and the
bureaucratic heads of a distriet,
lead to an encroachment by the
former Into the latter’s sphere,
The District Political Authoricy
had no legal or constitutional
status, and was no more than a
projection Into the periphery of
the informal authority and influence
of the office of the Prime Minlster.



The Scheme that is envizaged by

the terms of reference is not ene
of political mobilization, but one
which calls for the deconcentration
of power and the devolution of
decision making authority to the
regions. Instead of the concen-
tration of power in a single
individual, It calls for the creation
of a corporate  decision making
bedy and a collectively accountable
pelitical executive,

The Development Council Is a
democratically constituted decision
making body. In keeping with its
democratie character it should be
composed of the Members of
Parliament elected for the district
and a prescribed number of
members elected at a General
Election, for the purpose of such
Council. The system of proportional
representation  will ensure that
decision making within the Council
reflects the interplay of diverse
social forces and group interests
in a district. There should be a
Chairman elected by the Council.
The Discrice Minister would not
be a member of the Council, but
may be entitled to send messages
or to address the Councll on
appropriate ocecasions, The interim
arrangements may be hased on
the results of the 1977 General
Elections to provide for diversity
of political expression in the work
of the Councils. |t is stared that
‘the price of democracy is eternal
scrutiny’,  An informed and alert
Development Council could be an
effective safeguard against arbitrary
adminiscration at the district level,
The Council is the collective
conscience of the districe, directing,

gulding and  humanizing the
developmental process so, as to
ensure  that the  benefits of

accelerated development are
equitably shared. -

The Council weould have to be
tlothed wicth legal personality and
such  statutory powers as would
enable It wherever possible to
augment the resources which would
be assigned to 1t by the
Government. These would inclede
the power to mobilize resources
through taxation and loans, There
would be a need for a district
fund te which all grants, revenue
and income could be credited. The
Council.. would . need secondary

the scheme

law making powers for the formula-
tion of the develepment plan and
the establishment of a framewark
for its implementation.

The internal organisation of such
Councils need not be defined in
derail, recognising thereby the
need for some wvariation and
flexibility in the working of thess
institutions.  The  feasibilicy of
arganising programme committees
to facilitate the review of projects
and proposals in  areas such as
agriculcure, food apd  industries,
may be considered. The Council
may alse constitute  ad  loc
committees  for  meeting  and
reporting on problems which merit
more |Immediate attention. Such
committees could be directed to
look inte issues such as water
management, rural electrification
and alternate energy.

One of the difficult questions
which faced the Commission related
te the reconciliatlon of the rales,
functions and responsibilities of the
Discrict Miniscer — (an  appointes
of the centre deriving his authority
from the Executive President) and
the Development Council (elected
by and deriving its autharity from
the people of a district). This
difficulty was compounded by the

White  Paper  envisaging the
assignments of similar, if not
identical functions to both the

Dristrice Minister and the Develop-
ment Council, The WWhite Paper,
however, sought to resolve this
difficuley by stipulating that the
district minister should be one
‘whao enjoys the confidence of the
majoricy of members of the
Development  Council  of the
Districe'.

There were twa other solutions
proposed. One proposal which is
reflected in the report of the
eight Commissioners was to make
a District Minister the Chairman
of the Council. Te the extent,
hewever, that the District Miniscer
is viewad as an extensian of the
authority of the Centre the
imposition of 2 neminated Chairman
wolld have eroded the democratic
character of Development Councils,
It would have further exposed
to the dangers of
concentration of power  and
auchority in a single individual

and the excesses  which  have
characterised previous attempts at
political mobilization. The other
solution relate to the exclusion of
the Districe Minister from any
Invalvement In the Discrice
Development Plan. He would have
been confined to the Agency and
co-crdinating functions in respect
of the Central Government's
activities within a districc.  This
may have however posed problems
af Jurisdictional conflices between
the Council and the Districe
Miniscer and impeded the effective-
ness of both  institutions. There
was accardingly a need for a
solution which may minimise the
potential for conflice and reinforce
the complementarities in the roles
of the respective Institutions, Such
a solution Isfound in the institution
of the Executlve Committee.

This  institution facilitates 2
clearerdemarcation of responsibili-
ties and powers between the Dave-
lopment Council on the one hand,
and the Executive Commictes on
the other. The functions of plan
formulation and project evaluation
would belong to che Development
Councll, while those of implementa-
tion and execution would be those
of the Executive Committee. The
Development  Council would be
headed by the elected Chairman,
while the Executive Committes
would be headed by the District
Minister. The proper co-crdination
and harmenization of these respon-
sibilities is achievad by the Discrict
Minister and the Chairman of the
Council determining the compasi-
tien and membership of such
exzcutive committees. Both the
Discrice Minister and the Chairman
will need to be ex-officio members
of such Committess.

The Chairman's respansibilities
would include the tabling: of the
plan, the budget, subordinate
legislation, fiscal measures and other
resolutions of the Council, The
Districe Minister would In addicion
te his ether duties, zlso exercise
an agency and co-ordinating function
in respect of the centras activities
in the districes, which de not form

partof che district development plan,

{To be co ncluded)
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terizes as ‘popular-democratic’,
True, the Sandinists have sought,
and are seeking, foreign econo-
mic assistance from all sources
including the United States and
this has caused slogans of ‘'the
revolution betrayed' (not again!)
to be raised by Trotskyists. But
Lenin pointed out that the compe-
titlve character and search for
markets [Inherent in Capitalism
would lead to “imperialists selling
{us) the very rope with which we
shall hang them.” Lenin's wri-
tings and speeches In the 1920-23
peried reveals the extent of the
concessions he was willing to
grant fareign investors and the
criticisms levelled against him on
this Issue by the Workers Oppa-
sitlan make fascinating reading.
The Vietnamese for thelr part
demanded several billion dollars
in war reparations from the US,
while It formulated a Foreign
Investors code in 1576 designed
primarily at attracting Japanese
collaboration for off-shore oil
exploration,

S0 Commandante Jaime Whee-
lock, leader of FSLN's Praletarian
Tendency and present Minister
of Agrarlan Reform, was stating
a perfectly practicable proposi-
tion when he asserted at New
York's Ceolombla University that
they would “use imperialism's
money to build socialism",
Wheelock, 2 convinced Marxist
and trenchant critic of Trotskyism
explained that it was Imperative
to keep economic dislocations to
a minimum, since such dislocati-
cns and scarcities would drive
the intermediate strata from the

camp of the revolution te that
of the counter-revolution. This
was the lesson he had drawn

frem his Chilean experience.

Let there be no misunder-
standing. Socialism denotes the
liguidation of all explalting classes

and this involves the eventual
socialization of even small scale
Industry and retall trade. (In
Cuba for Instance, this latter
task was accomplished in  [968)

The Sandinista leadership will

have to come to grips with
this at some time in the
future. When this will be, and
whether It will proceed by way

of a serles of clashes leading to
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the forcible extirpation of the
bourgeois class or whether it
will take the path of 'the peaceful
remoulding of the national bour-
geoisle’, are questions to which
we can proffer no definite answer
at the preszent time. The |atcer
path, chat of **peaceful remoulding™
was one recommended by Maeo
and He Chi Minh while the idea
itself derives from Marx who
once spoke of the possibility
that the victorious proletariat
would proceed to “buy out” the
bourgeolsie. The issue however
wlill be decided not so much by
policy guidelines, but by the
balance of social forces in the
country.

The bullding of a socialist
economy will  definitely involve
restrictions on and then decisive
measures against the economic
interests of even the most
liberal, nationalist and demo-
cratic sectors of the bour-
geois class, but these socialist
tasks lie someway ahead for
Micaragua. Lenin always admitted
that different naclonal situations
and socizl contexts would inevi-
tably give rlse to an infinite
variety of transitlonal forms tow-
ards socialism, though the essence
would remain the same, i. e the
dictatorship of the proletariat,
This however has not always
been grasped by Marxists and
and too often only lip service
has been pald to the concepr of
different national roads to social-
ism. The opposite, revisionistic,
error has been ofcourse to forget
that the essence remains nothing
but the preletarian dictatsrship,
Revolutionary Micaragua is  now
in a period of transition during
which the socialist tasks are not
yet placed on the Immediate
agenda of actuality. The specific
concrete farm of transition s
shaped and stamped by Micara-
gua's distinetive national charac-
teristics and ctraditions,

The directions that revalution-
ary Micaragua will take (the
quescion of which will win—rthe
socialist  road or the capitalist
road?) will be decided, as we
stated earlier In this article, In
the sphere of politles rather
that of economlcs. The key
question is net ‘how much of
the economy does the state con-

tral?  but rather ‘whe contrals

the state’
In Nicaragua the problem
of state power, the fundamental

problem, was resolved in a
revolutionary manner. The
liquidation of the Somozaist

repressive apparatus (the Mational
Guard) constituted, togethear
with the dissolution of the
Somozalst economic emplre, the
very core  of the Sandinists’
programme which eventually won
the adherence not only of the
popular sectors, but the whole
nation. The last minute pressures
and diplomatic manoeuvres by
the United States (and perhaps
certain sections in the Andean
Pact countries) were intended
precisely to preserve the Mational
Guard, the rubber stamp Mational
Assembly and Somoza's ‘Liberal’
Party —the trial-that constituted
Somozalsm's political apparatus of

domination. This was rejected
outright by the FSLMN as  well
as the 5-person Revolutienary
Junta as an attempt to maintaln

Semozalsm  without Somoza, (A
similar attempt by the US during
the lIranian revelution prompted
Iman  Khomeiny ta  denounca
efforts to "keep the same donkey
while changing only the saddle’)

Finally the Mational Guard was
forcibly  disintegrated In  armed
combat, While the Iliberal party
has been dissolved and the old

Mational Assembly abolished,

Thus, both the economic empire

as well as the political basis of
Somozaism have been liquidated
In a revolutionary fashion,
Furchermore, active In society,

the economy and even in govern-
ment, the bourgeocis state has
been destroyed. This is In
marked contrast to the situation
in contemporary Zimbabwe, where
the neogtiated and the very mode
of “internal decolonization' (elec-
tions) have resulted In  the
preservation, intact, of the re-
pressive state apparatus persanified
by the living presence of Peter
Walls.

This brings us to a distinction

that needs to be made in the
realm of polities, between the
‘government’ and the ‘state’,

Stalin alerted us to this distine-
tlon In 1924-"25 and again in the
[930's, when he described the



government as the upper stratum
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process
making.

state
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is

apparatus,
invoved
of day to day decision
However the

that
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interests

of the ruling class lle embedded
In the structure aof the State and
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rosts of

possible
adopt

may
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the
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class, this
contradic-
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such a situa-
would ceme

into

play, and through this, che long
term interests of the rullng class
would assert their hegemony over
the governments

pelicies,
ing the lacter into line aor

dispensing with the
Afcer all this is what took place

in Chile
Popular

where
government was

the

bring-
even
government,

Unidad
aver-

thrown by the State apparatus,

The peint being made here Is
We

simply
earlier

this.
that

tha

new Micaragua

at the

level

politics

haya
shape

will

of

stated
af the
be decided

rather

than economics. We can now go
further and say that even in the
realm of polltics itself a distine-

tian must  be made between
the government and the state
and it Is the latter that must

be considered the decisive factor,
This needs to be stressed because
most  Trotskyist groups as  well
as many Trotskysant [ Mew Left
academics in the metropoles have
been carping and cavilling at the
composition of the Revolutionary
Junta, the Cabinet and the
Council of State. Grumbling and
muttering about the ‘compromises’
made by the Tearceristas, these
academics “deduct marks'  from
the Orcega brothers, What these
commentators do not seem  to
appreciate  fully, and what wa
are trying to stress here, is that
the descislve factor Iz not the
governmant (its composition and
internal balance of farces) but
rather the politico-military force
behind it, which is the de
facto wielder of state power.
Thus, it is the Sandinista National
Directorate, comprising the Field
Commanders, that is the key

element, lying as it does, at the
core of the new political power
in Micaragua. The victorious re-
volutionary Sandinlsta army, with
the Mational Directorate at Jts
helm is consolidating  leself  and
gathering in its hands the ‘sole
monopoly of legitimate violence'.
(Webar, Trotsky) This is a
political  facter of the most
fundamental strategic importance.
Those spontaneists, syndicalists and
Trotskyists whe  fertllize  the
‘Cavier model, criticize the FSLN
moves to gradually disarm non-
Sandinist or nen-Sandinist  led
youth sectors. They are mistaken
In their objections. After all, no
lzss an acthority on People's wars

and Pecple’s armies than General
Giap has pointed out clearly
(following Lenin)  that  armed
popular militias must be viewed

as a temporary phenomenan bound
up with a certain stage of the
revolutionary process and that it
is the revalutionary Peopla's army
that musc be constituted as the
regular army,

(To be continued)
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“Sinhalisation” (2)

Migration or Cultural

processes?

by Susantha Goonetillake

have summarised above the
available evidence as to litera-
ture, archaeclogy and eplgraphy.
lt is now necessary to pose the
fundamental  question  whether
Sinhalisation oceurred by migra-
tion or by culwral processes as

was the case in Eastern India
and the Deccan.
Mo hard evidence exists of a

massive migration parallel to the
actual migration of Aryans to the
Indus Punjab origin. The alleged

literary evidence in the pre-
Devanampiyatissa stories can be
easily explained as Ideclogical
implants.  Even If migration did
occur from Vanga Eastern [ndla
as is alleged by the Mahavamsa

stories, such migration would be
from a region, Eastern India,
which was racially not Aryan and
considered mlecheha only a few
centurles before the event (Thapar
pp. 152-192),

Further, in the Srl  Lankan
case Aryanisation and the Sinhala
language did not accompany iron
technology as in  MNorth India
beczuse iron  technalogy (and
irrigation) existed independent of

the Sinhalisation process and in
caommon with the South Indian
megalithle system. The earliest

evidence we have of a language
that was to become Sinhalese is
the Mauryan and Buddhism re-
lated script of the early period,
which developed  gradually in
association with the monastries.
The development cf the Sinhala
script language on the available
evidence has therefore to be
related to the introduction,
growth and spread of Buddhism.

The sociclogical reasons for the
introduction of Buddhism | have-
described In detail elsewhere
{Goonatilake 1978) as being due
to a classical process of cultural
colonisation  whereby Devanam-

|8

plyatissa  imported a cultural
system to bolster the emerging

state In Sri Lanka, A close
scrutiny of the descriptions  in
the Mazhavamsa Indicate that the
relationship  between Devanam-
piyatissa and Asoka was  one
of cultural tutelage and  the
intraduction of Buddhism intro-

duced during this period was
absorbed selectively by the social
structure so as to bolster It
This happened to such an extent

that the monk orders that
emerged were based alse on
existing  stratification  patterns

(for example the earliest monas-
tries  Vessagiriya,  Isurumuniya,
Pabbatha Chetiya and Uctaragirl
are based on casts identifications.)
Buddhism was therefore an impor-
tant element in the growth of
the emerging state in 5ri Lanka ass-
occiated with the Irrigation system.

Together with this legitimising
religion came also the Asckan
script whose language during che
first few centuries was vircually
indistinguishable  from  Prakric.
This language on available hard
evidence was restricted to the
monaseries and those related with
menastic establishments,  There
s no reliable evidence abouc the
actual language of the people and
in this absence we have to assume
that the monastic language of
Prakric Sinhalese gradually spread
to the population ever a period
af centurles, a process slmilar to
the process of Sanskritisation

which  has been described by
Sirinivas. By the 4th/5th centuries
AD  the Sinhala  language had
soread in the new milieu and
found a new identity distinct
from fts Prakric roots. (The
emergence  of Sinhala  language

with & separate identity probably
led ta the the translation Into
Pali of the =sacred texts, an
activity which eoccurred in  the

| NATIONALITY |

same period by writers such as
Buddhagosa.

By the 5th century the Sinhala
Identity is virtually complete as
indicated not aonly by the emer-
gence of proto Sinhala but alse
by the emergence of the Maha-
vamsa as an ideoclogical document

with a strong ethnic identity,
The above explanation suggests
very strongly that Sinhalisation
was a culturalisation  process
associated with the spread
throughout the land of Buddhism
and Its consolidation.  In short

Sinhalisation came after and not

before Buddhism.
Discussion

The above reinterpretation -on
the basls of recent archaeological
finds, mechodological advances —
specially of a sociological kind with
technology as a key wvariable —
brings us to the traditlonal
treatment  of Sinhalisation by
historians, Most of them have
assumed the Mahavamsa stery and
have assumed a migration theory
based on the essentially ideclo-
gical and fictional part of the
Mahavamsa, These  historians
include Geiger, Ellawela, Adhika-
ram, Paranavitana, in fact almest
all the major writers.

Having made this  control
assumption most of these writers
make secondary assumptlons deri-
ved frem the first which present
data indicates are tenable. Thus
most of them assume that irriga-

tion. was introduced by the
Sinhalese which archasology sugge-
sts was through the megalithic
culture.  Irrigation and wet rice
cultivation implies the use of
iron without which forests to
give the flat land for wet rice
cultivation could not be cleared.
This mesns that the Introduction

of iron technology was necessary
for irrigated rice cultivation;



iron and

irrigation are  both
associated

with the megalithic
system., (The tank Irrigation
system that emerged in  5ri
Lanka can be considered to be
qualitatively different from those
of the riverine systems In the
Gangetic plain.)

It should also be noted that
even in the case of migration
theories the mare sophisticated
views assume only a small scream
of migrants (the Vijaya 7007)
Thus ‘“‘the vast majority of the
people who today are, and were
in the historical past, called
Sinhalese, must be the descen-
dants of the people of neolithic
culture who adopted the language

and ways of life of the people
of lIndo-Aryan clvilization  who
immigrated to the Island from

Morth India' (Paranavitana [969
pl0) Therefore even in the case
of migration It is not the question

strongly to the latter although a
small ctrickle of migrants as yet
uncarrabara ced by hard evidence

could also have occurred, the
major  Sinhalisation procass how-
ever, would have rtaken place

through the Buddhism connection.

Ii both Sinhalisation by small
scale migration and by Buddhist
development are essentially cul-
tural processes, the question has
also to be pesed which of two
avenues is a more effective agri-
culturisation processes.  Sinhalisa-
tlon by a faw migrants or
Sinhalisation through a legitimised
cultural centre namely the temple?
Clearly the latter process would
be more effective because the
cultural impact through a recogni-
sed state sponsored cultural-
religious centre would be much
more than a few diffused migrants
having no cultural advantage over
the inhabitants (like for example

ethnle identity of 5r1 Lankans
was  Diravidian, Although  5ri
Lankans in pre=historic times
would be genecically related to
these of South India it does not
necessarily mean that their self
identity extended to a Dravidian
identity. If they were organised
on tribal lines their identification
wauld have been on this narrower
social group.

Summary

The reinterpretation given here
provldes on the available evidence
an explanatery system with grea-
ter power and rigour than the
ideological  explanations  assumed
under the Mahavamsa theory. ¢
suggests strengly that Sinhalisation
was fundamentally a cultural pro-
cass assaciated with Buddhism and
that migration even if it did

of migration vs cultural colonisa-
that has to be

the use of lron or Irrigation), take place, was of at minor kind,

tion pgscd.hhut Siatal bal jy, §9 @ net to have left a sig-
isatl inhalisation eing essentia B

cultural eolonisation  through a in as £ .'1? sl oions gt Mhe AbChESSla:

few Vijayan type migrants or & cultural process associated with ; p d :

cultural  colenisation  through  Buddhism it should be notad does gical data or In demographic

Buddhism. The evidence points notnecessarily imply that theearlier terms on the population.
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Jean Paul Sartre — philosopher

dramatist

by Ranjit Goenewardena

Andr{: Malraux, lgnazio Silone
and Victar Serge represented
a generation of writers who were
personally involved in the great
histarical movements of our time.
The key figures of this generation
incorporated the experiences drawn
from their struggles into great
works of modern fiction.

lean Paul Sartre, Albert Camus
and Simone de Beauvoir bzlong
to a different generation of 'writer
philosophers’. Their central
concern was phllosophical rather
than political. They probed the
meaning of existence and worked
out a philosophy of life. Creative
literature provided an  effective
medium ta convey their philesophi-
cal concepts and popularise their
philosophical systems.

Sartre's creative work was
preceded by a voluminous philoso-
phical waork ctitled *Being and
Mothingness'. The central con-
cepts In ‘Being and Mothingness’
were transformed into  artistic
terms in his subsequent creative
work,

‘The Flias?
legend of

Sarcre's firsc play
was based on the
Orestes,  Sartre explained In 943,
that he wanted to show how a
man cauld assume responsibility
for his acts. Many critics have
argued that this play deals wich
a political theme. |t is true that
Orestes liberates the people of
Argos from the tyrannical rule of
his uncle, Aegistheus. But unlike
the characters of Malraux, Silone

and Serge, he is not motivated
by simple compassion far  the
oppressed or by a  faith in
ideological structure of beliefs,
Orestes longs to commit some
action which, even though it
might be a crime, would glve

him the right to live in Argos and
feel himself a part of the city:—

*To oust Aeglstheus,
pood szlave. you need
time for that is past.

Ah . Mo, my
not fear; the
True, nothing

could pleaze mae better than to grip
that sanctimonlows ruffian by the
beard and drag him from my fathar’s
thrane, But whit purpose would it
serve! These folk are no eancern of
mine, | have not secn one of their
children come into the world, nor
been present at  their daughters’
waeddings: | don't share thelr remarse,
| don't even lnow a single one of
them by name, That bearded follow
was right; a King should share his
subjects” memaories, S0 we'll et
them be, and begone an tiptos, But,
mind you, if there were something
| could do, something to give ma the
freedam of the city: if, even by a
crime, | could acquire their mamarics,
their hopes znd fears, and fill with
these the woid wichin me, yos, sven
if | had ts kill my own mother.”

Francis leanzon, the famous
French critic commenting an the
play wrote, "'l know that Sartre
spoke as Early as [944 of che
‘total  responsibility”  and  the
‘histarical role' of each man at
the very heart of his "total solicude’.
But if Orestes had really killed
the wusurper and his accomplice
from a cancern for his historic
responsibilities, haw is one to
describe his withdrawal=his treason
-when he chooses ta run away
from the wvery situation which he
himself ereated; to  wash  his
hands of !’

leanson makes a wvalid point,
Orestes cannot be regarded as a
palicical hero because he has no
social conscience, HMe avoids a
direct confrontation with  the
complex realities of society; in
which political engagement inevita-
bly involves the committed harao.

The theme of his second play
‘In Camera® originates from the
ideas expressed in *Being and
Mothingness'. Sartre points out
that "human relations are based
on confliet”. Man, he argued,
censtantly tries to  build a false
image of himself. An  image
which dees not correspond  co
his true nature. Sartre used the
term 'Bzd Faith' to refer to
this process of self delusion.

himself
naeds

But man cannoc see
from outside therefore he
the ‘ather'. The ‘Look’ Is thus
related to the concept of bad

faith. The function of the other

person, Is to confirm or validatae
this false Image.

Bur the appearance of a third
persan  destroys a  relationship
based on mutual bad faith. Due
to envy and jealousy a conflice
and a rivalry develops beoween
the other two, and the relationship
either bresksdown or it undergoes
an external change,

Garcin the central character of
the play 15 guilty of ‘bad faith'.
He had te bueild an image of
himself as 2 hero. But in fact
he was a coward., WWhen war
was declared, he ran away and
was caught at the frontier. He
broke down at his execution and
died a coward. But his whole
life had been beilt on the idea
that he was a here. Garcin was,
according te  Sartre  ‘playing at'
or pretending to be a hero.

The other characters in  the
play Estelle, Inez are alse guilty
of ‘bad faith' or self deception.
Hence there s a rivalry between
the two to win over Garcin,
The ‘leck’ or conscicusness of
Garcin is indispensable te them
toe maintain  their sell delusion.
Garcin  too, needs cthem. But
due to the conflict between the
two, his true  self if  finally
exposed:

Garcini— Listen! Each man hax anm
aim in life, a leading motive that's
so, dsn'e it? Well, 1 didn't give a
damn for wealth, or for lave. |
aimed ac being a real man. A tough,
as they say. | staked everything on
the same hoerse Can one possibly
be a coward when ona't delibaracely
courted danger 3t every cturn! And
can ane judge a life by a single action?

Inez;— “Why not! Far thirty years
you dreamtc you were a haro, and
condoned 2 chousand  petty  [apses-
because a here of course can dano
wrangz, An easy machod, obvious|y,
Then a day came when you ware up
agninst le, the red |§g'rtl of real

danger-and you toock the train o
Mexica,

Garcin:— | ‘dreamt’ you say, |t
was no dream,  When | chase the
hardese path, | made my choiee
deliberately, A& man Is what he
wills himself to ba, .

Inez:— Prave it, Prove it wat no
dream, |t's what ane does, and

notlilng else, that shows the
one’s made of,

(Continwed pa page =1}
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A POLITICAL MURDER

“Famous Criminal Cases of
Sri Lanka (3) — the Assassi-
nagion of Prime Minister 5. W,
R D, Bandaranaike’™ by 4. C.
Alles.

&b

nsurgency — (971", now in
its third edition, established
the auther's reputation as a skilled
practitioner [n the exciting, if
lImited, area which he chose to
cover as aspeciallst writer. This,

hiz latest work, Is in  fact the
third in a series which enjoys
the general litle of “Famous
Criminal Cases'.

Autheor Alles made his debuc
In chis field with The Wilpattu
Murder. Mow he grapples with
macerial far more formidable and
challenging.

Onece allowance is made for the
vast difference between the power
and impact of an Amerlcan presi-

dent and a Ceylonese premier,
the Bandaranaike assassipation
may well be described as our
own Kennedy case. Like the

shooting in Dallas, the echeoos of
the killing in Celombo  will re-
verberate through political con-
versation and debate., The truth
is that the murder of a leader

makes history (for many, [956
was 2 kind of 'Camelot’) is rarely
a straightforward criminal act or
private deed.

The killer himself may have a
slmple motive. He may act with
cold  caleulation or be impelled
by some strange, twisted passion.
On most occasions, however, he
is the chosen instrument of others
who have their own reasons to
plot the death of a very impor-
tant  man. Gread, thwarted
ambitions and thirst for power
then become the breeding ground
for consplracy.

Who was for Instance Reverend
Buddharalkkica? Rusputin or Riche-
lieu or Capo Mafloso with delusions
of grandeur?

And who were the men around
him who believed that Bandara-
naike owed them large favours,
such as collosal government can-
tracts, for the support they had
extended to the politician and his
parcy?

Besides money, and kick-backs,
pomp and glery, there was [n-
evitably quastions of politics — In
this case, the politics of a di-

verse, uneasy coalition of “commu-

jean Paul...
(Confinned from poge 20)
Garcin:— | died oo soon, | wiasn't
zllowed time to . to do my deeds.

oo sann-
ane's whole
that moment,

Inaz;— One always dies
ar too late. And  yet
life is complete ag
with a line drawn neacly wnder it
ready for the summing up. You
are-your life, and nothing else’

*Altona® which | think is his
mast complex and mature play
deals with warious strategles of
‘bad  faith’ eor self deception.

Frantz Gerlach Is gullty of tor-
turing a2 group of innocent peasants
during the war. He refuses to
face his conscience and admit the
ature of his crime. He tries to
scape from his own conscience.
He invents various excuses,

n
e

The play is a brilliant study of
the npature of the human con-
ice and the various forms of
self deception used by man to

his conscience and his

self.

escape
real

Sartre's penetrating analysis of
human behavieur has earned him
a reputation as a major dramatist.
His work on psycho-analysis has
caused radical and fundamezncal
changes In the field of modern
psychiztry.,  Radical psychiatrists
[lke Ronald Laing, David Cooper
and Raymand  Esterson were
heavily Influenced by Sartre's
methodology.  This  school of
radical psychiatrists has perma-
nently changed our understanding
of human behaviour by destruc-
turing conventional psychiatry and
restructuring it, in treating so-
called 'madness’ with compassion,
empathy and intense humanity,
Sartre's reputation as one of the
greatest figures of our time rests
en  his  extensive work as a
philosopher and as a very original
and penetrating thinker. @&

_BOOK
" REVIEW

nalists", “progressives”, "leftists"
and  ‘‘rlghtists”, to wuse the
somewhat loose labels familiar in

the vocabulary of these times,
Finally, the charazter of the
vietim himself, an inspiring leader
of that exciting, ‘‘transicional
period" (Bandaranaike's own fa-
voured phrase) but not a strong
one; a prime minister trying des-
perately to balanece the contending
forces, and moving from one
compromise to ancther,

Author Alles s deeply conscious
of the “polities” of this murder,
It was no "act committed on the
spur of the moment_ ... but the
culmination of a deep-laid and
carefully planned conspiracy.. ..

It was a desire to go beyond
the Supreme Court trial and search
for the “politics” of this conspi-
racy that the SLFP government
af 1960 appeointed an internaticnal
cammission. Though the inquiry
was disappointingly inconclusive
to those who had hoped for new
material and politically charged
revelations, the author has rightly
devoted his last chapter to a
brief summary of the Commlssion's
waork.

The student of politics will
find no new insights here. The
author iscontent with giving the

political serting of the event
rather than in exploring the
political  questions  which  the
murder inescapably prompes.  In
fairpess to  him, it should be
noted that he deoes not claim to
offer a political study, A lawyer

by profession, the author served
the government as a Solicitor-
General and then as a Judge of
the Supreme Court. It iz this
cast of mind which determines
his peneral approach. Since that
Is his avowed purpose, the book
males extremely interesting rea-
ding, and may prove as popular
with the general reader as his
earlier work on the insurgency,

— V.|
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A Soviet critic of Dostoevsky

by Reggie Siriwardena

Dusmevsky, se long under a
cloud during the Stalin era,

Is today recognised in the Soviet

Union as the great novelist he
was.  His approaching death-
centenary  in 1981  has been

heralded not only by the massive
scholarly enterprise of the 30-
volume Academy of Sclences edj-
tion of his Complete works
but also by a number of critical
studies which has  come from
Soviet publishing houses, One of
the most  significant of these
—M. Bakhtin's Problems of
Dostoevsky's Poetics, of which
a new edition appeared last year
—ls actually a reprint of a book
which was first published in 1929
but became taboco shortly after.

Bakhtin was one of a group
of young Soviet critics in the
‘twenties who developed a more
intelligent  and  frultful  Marxist
approach to licerary criticism than
that of the later Stalinist school,
One member of Bakhtin's group,
V. N. Voloshinoy, devoted a
chapter of his main work, Marxism
and the Philosophy of Langu-
age, 1o an examination of the
Marxist theory of ‘basis and
superstructures’.  Voloshinov arg-
gued against the tendency to
derive literary tendencles mechanic-
ally from the economic base
(e. g. ‘the gentry class degenera-
tes, hence the “superfluous man"
in literature'), Marxism and
the Philosophy of Language also
fell foul of Stalinist orthodoxy
and disappeared from sight in the
'thirties, as did its author,

Ancther member of the Bakhtin
group, P. N. Medvedev, critleised
the practice of interpreting and
judging works of literature by
the ideclogical content which
could be zbstracted from them
(the artistic elements being tre-
ated merely as a sweetening of
ideclogical pill). He emphasised
that creative |literature had its
own specificity which could net
be reduced to other forms of
Ideclogical  expression. As he
sald:

22

‘Literature  enters inta  the
milieu of ideologleal activity as
one of its autonsmous branches,

occuping a  special place in 1t as
a set of distinctively organized
verbal productions with structures
of a kind specific and pecullar
to such preductions alene....In
its content, literature reflects the
ideological purview, i. e. other
non-artistic  (ethical, eognitive,
etc.) ideclogical formations. But
in reflecting these other signs,
literature icself creates new forms,

new signs of ideclogical com-
munication; and these signs—
works of literature —become a

functioning part of the surroun-
ding social reality. At the same

time as  reflecting  something
outside of themselves, works of
literature constitute in and of
themselves phenomena of the

Ideclogical milieu with autonomous

value and distinctive character,
Thelr  functionality does not
amount merely to the auxillary-

technical role of reflecting other

ideologies. They have an auto-
nemous ideclogical role and a
type of refraction of soclo-eco-
nomic  existence entirely their
own,’

What  Medvedev  states in
general theoretical  terms s
enforced in relation to partlcular
works of licerature by Bakhtin
in his stwdy of Dostoevsky —a

writer who, more than any other
of the great Russians, has been
@ controversizl figure In Marxist
eyes because of his reactionary
political beliefs. It seems worth-
while to draw  attention to
Bakhtin's work because for too
many 5rl Lankan readers Marxist
literary criticism is still synonymous
with the crudely reductive theorles

of 'socialist realism’. Bakhtin was
‘rehabilitated’ during the pest-
Stalin thaw, and his book has

again been available in the Soviet
Unian since 1963; It is frequently
cited in the Academy editlon of
Dostoevsky. An American edition
in  English translation appeared
in 1973, but | haven't seen this,
and my quotations from the book

LITERATURE

are rendered from the Russian
text of the 1979 edition.

In a preface first written for
the [%63 edition, Balkhtin

clearly
distinguished hls appraach from
that of the Stalinist critics by

an allusive reference to the latter:

‘The literature about Dostoevsky
has been predominantly devoted
to the |deological problematic of
his creative work., The transient
acuteness of this problematic has
concealed the deeper and more
enduring structural elements of
his artistic vision. It has eften
been almost completely forgotien
that Dostoevsky was above all an

artist (true, of a special kind)
and not a philosopher or a
publicist,’

Bakhtin's clalm for Dostoevsky
is that he was 'one of the greatest
Innovaters in the sphere of arcistic
ferm.! He distinguishes Dostgey-
sky's ariginality by calling  him
‘the creator of the polyphonic
novel," and he finds this polypoha-
nic quality in the independent
life of his characters:

'Dastoevsky, like Goethe's
Prometheus, ereates not submissive
slaves (as Zeus does) but free
beings, capable of standing up
slde by slde with their creatar,
of disagreeing with him, and even

of revolting against him. The
multitude  of Independent and
disparate volces and conscious-

nesses, the genuine polyphony of
voices, each given their full valye,
is  Indead the fundamental
distingulshing quality of Dostoey-
sky's navels,'

Bakhtin's
Dostovesky's

It follows  frem
characterisation of
novels that to read them in the
same fashion as we would his
expression of his Ideology in his
propagandist or polemical works



would be a serious error. Bakhtin
demonstrates that the ideas thac
Dostoevsky  believed in  as =
thinker underga a metamorphesis
when they enter the werld of his

imaginative fiction:

In fact, the ideas of Dostoevsky
the thinker, entering inte his
polyphonic novel, change the form
af thelr existence, are transformed
inte the artistic images of ideas:
they combine in an inseparable
unity with the images of people
(Sonya, Myshkin, Zosima), are
liberated from their monologic
self-enclosed  finality..and enter
Inte the great dialogue of the
novel on completely equal terms
with other images of ideas (the
Ideas of Raskelnikov, Ivan Karama-
zov and ethers).. Dostoevsky the
arctist  always gains the
over Dostoevsky the

victory
publicisc.

Related to the independent life
of Dostoevsky's characters, Bakhtin
finds, Is their ‘incompleteness’ —
the fact that they do not appear
before us as creations fully defined

and limited by the author, but
as  beings  containing  within
themselves  the  possibility of
unfelding unexpected and hidden

aspects of their existence:

‘A1l of them feel keenly their
[nnerincﬂmpl&teness,the]rcapaclt}r-
as it were, to grow afresh from
within and render untrue any
externalising and finallsing definition
of them. As long as a man Is
still alive, he lives by wvirtue of
the fact that he iz still incomplete
znd has still not spoken his last
word,.A man  never coincides
with himself. To him one cannot

zpply the law of identity: Als A
In  this connection, Bakhtin
gustes a remark from one of
Dostoevsky's notebooks:
“Te discover with full realism
man In man..! am called a

peychologist: this is untrue, | am
enly a realist in the highest
sense, Le, | depict all the depths
of the human soul.

Bakhtin points out that Dostosgv-

sky's  rejection of the term
‘psychologist’  for himself — a
rejection that is at first sighe

related to
simplifying view
of man offered by che psycholagy
of his time. In reacting against
this psychology Dostoevsky was
also reacting agalnst ‘the imperso-
nalisatien  of man, of human
relations and of all human values
under capitalism.” Bakhtin goes on:

surprising — must  be
the nmarrow and

‘Dostoeysky, it Is true, did not
understand wich full clarity the
desp sconamic reots of impersonali-
sation; he nowhere, as far as we
know, used the term [tself; but
It is precisely thls term which
better than any other expresses
the profound significance of his
struggle for man.,  Dostoevsky
with great perspicacity was able
to see the pensetration of that
Impersanalising devaluation of man
into all the pores of contemporary
life and into the very foundations
of human thought.'

On the road...

(Continwed from page 7)

But as we celebrate the 25th
anniversary  of Bandung, the
headlines In the press expose the
many bitter ironies of China's
present policies.  After Defence
Secretary Harold Brown's visit,
the US has decided o sell
military equipment ta China. It
has already made China a ‘most
favoured nation' In the matter of
trade. And China herself prepares
to welcome Gen. Pinochet, leader
of the fascist junta, placed in
power by the openly admitted
US conspiracy of de-stabilisation
of the Allende regime!
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Hitchcock: a

craftsman’s cinema

am old encugh to have grown
lup in adolescence with Alfred

Hitchock's British  films of the
‘thirtles, and to have formed
some of my first responses to
good cinema on them. In those

days Hitchcock was not yet a
cult-object, and what | respended
to in his films as a school boy
was basically what | have concinued
to enjoy In them ever since —
his intrusion of the bizarre and
the terrifying into the even tenor
of everyday life, his juxtzposition
of the macabre and the comic,
and the metleulous craft  which
accentuated to a maximum  the
tension and the shock-value of
hiz films. My first Intuitive appre-
clation of the power of a skillful
cut probably came frem  that
moment in The Thirty-nine Steps
when, as the charwoman flnding
the dead body in the hero’s flat
opens her mouth te scream, Hitch-
cock cuts immediately to the
whistle of the train carrying the
here to Scotland.

Hitchcock was, of course, the
consummate craftsman, with every
effect carefully planned and pre-
meditated (he ance said that when
the script was written, the film

had been made: lt was only
necessary to get it down on
celluloid).  This dossn’t  mean

that he was never guilty of failure.
| think he went through two
bad patches in his film—making
life: one in the ‘'forties, with
overblown and pretentious  films
like Spellbound (dreams by Dali)
and empty exercises in technical
ingenuity like the manipulation of
the continuous take In  Rope,
He recovered from that decline
to produce two of his best works
in the 'fifties — Strangers on a
Train and Rear Window. The
other bad period, te my mind,
was In the ‘'sixties, with The
Birds, Marnie and Torn Curtain,
but he rebounded with Frenzy
a return to his original English
secting and to his best manner.

The inflation of Hitchcock Into
not just a great film—craftsman
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Touchstone
but a great film-artist by the
French critics of Cahiers du

Cinema was, | think, unfortunace,
It has fathered a body of criticism
which claims to find protentous
symboelic and metaphysical meanings
in his thrillers [e.g. The Birds
as an allegory af the Last Judgement)
which are both imaginary and
irrelevant. One can enjoy Hitch-
cock abundantly on his own level
without needing to elevate him
to a status that his work can’t
sustain, His films, at cheir best,
were perfect within their chosen
limits, but these |limits are evident
when one compares them with
the work of Claude Chabrol. The
French film-maker clearly learnt a
great deal from Hitchcock, but
made the thriller a vehicle far
the deeper exploration of character
and human refations. The Butcher,
for instance, begins as a whoduni,
but develops Into a study of the
torment of a man with a homicidal
obsession, for  whom  Chabrol
succeeds by the end of the film

in engaging complecely the sym-
pathies of his audience, That Is
a dimension which was as  much

beyond Hitchcocks reach as it
was outside his ambitions.

Legal language

Sectlan 7 (2) of 2 new Bill to
regulate and concrol che  manu-
facture, Importation, sale and dis-
tribution of food reads as follows:
‘Mo person  shall  manufacture,
prepare, stare or sell any food
unless he is the holder of a
licence authorizing him to manu-
facture, prepare, store, sell or
distribute any {ood otherwise than
in accordance with the terms and
conditions of such licence,

As written and  punctuated,
this means that a person  may
manufacture, prepare, store or

sell foad only if he helds alicence
authorising him to carry out these
operations in a manner contrary
to the terms and conditlons of
the licence! The Sinhala text of
the section, on the ather hand, is
prefectly correct and unambiguous.
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