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cees....a young female employee of a private organisation,
committed suicide, because she was summarily dissmissed from
employment. The offence she had committed was that she
‘had eaten something during working hours, contrary, to the
regulations of this particular organisation
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What the wise men say

Proud to pick up pledges
totolling Rs, 8,432 million (a 429,
increase over [979) Finance Mi-
nister Rennie de Mel  admitted
to Reuters’ Paris correspondent
that some  dener countries  had
described the government's pro-
gramme as  “gver-ombitious,”
He added that the povernment
waos  re-examining  the present
housing and urbon development
plans.

Actually, it wos the Warld Bank
itself, in the report it submitied
to the denor countries before
the Faris meeting, which used the
term  “highly ambitious.' But
this was with reference to the
Mahaveli.

Cuncedfng that the government
had already made “‘massive curs'
in the once much-vaunted acce-
leroted Mahavell program (now
confined to 3 projects, with Ran-
denigale postponed 1o |984 and
Maragahakande indefinitely), the
IBRD mission wrote:

“Although the program is now
much more manageable, it remains
highly ambitious and will greatly
strain availoble manpower, ma-
teriol and financial reseurces.”

Housing subsidies

But it is on the housing and
urban development program that
the Wise Men of the Warld Bank
(0 seven member team led by
one Mr, Sarwar Lateef) cast the
most sceptical eye. In foct the
IBRD wants major cuts in the
proposed outlays on housing and
urban develgpment,

Credit, as any A-level student
knows, is g vitel foctar in the
growth of any enterprise.  With
whaot studied detachment the wise
men propese that there should
even stricter limits on hank
t to public sector insti-
On the other hand, what
uncular offection gushes  out
s they recommended “‘further tax
sductions to the private sector,”
r the advice

]
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“the People",

with all sensitivity

A

ser: “further reductions
COASUI subsidies by cutting
| fixing rigid
the total

ameng thot will be devoted to
unavoidable subsidies, irrespec-
tive of eresion by (nflation,’

Price control

While the Minister of Local
Government and Hausing is hardly
likely to toke wormly to these
Seven Pillars of Wisdom, what
of the Minister of Trade who
has been Breathing fire on tro-
ders and manufocturers? Playing
the Patron Soint of Consumer
Protectionism, the Trade Minister
has promised publicly to give
teeth to the Notional Price Com-

missign. The MNPC must approve
price  increases  for  certoin
commodities,

The Wise Men regard this os
“palicy ambivalance' which will
affect the “confidence” of the
private sector,

Such a step could “potentially
unda much of the progress made™
says the repart,

JVP posters

The poster, as wsuwal, was as
‘yodha' os the rally it proposed
to hold. The advertising style
is the party — the [VP of course,
June as we reported in these
columns, was o bad month for
the JVP.

Having got a bad beating ot
Anamaduwa (whatever happened
to the Rural Youth?) the VP
found itself iselated when the
trade unions went inte actiom,
the (55 took to the streets and
Somapala died. At the “angriest
funeral' in recent years, the JVP
was nowhere to be seen, |ts reticen-
ce, if not silence, yvis-a-vis the UNP
hod became a painful embarass-
ment by the time the SLFP-TULF-
LS5P, MEP and CPC had their
Hyde Park rally.

So out came the posters last
week denouncing the '"capitalist
UNP."™  But if the SLFP and the
L55F (the JVP's top torgets) ima-
gined that this meant o softer
line on them, they were mistoken,
The parallel slogan was “Down
with  Capitallst  SLFP and  jts
epbortunist allies. . "

Voting System

Though the next ealections
are due only in three years
time zall those seriously inter-
ested in politics are already
discussing and debating the
proposed P. R. system. With
51% of the wvote the UNP
got nearly 5/6chs majority in
parliament while the SLFP got
only 8 seats in spite of nearly
309 of the vote, Of course
the same thing happened to
the UNP's disadvantage in 1970,

Your readers will ba

inter-

ested In these figures which

were reported in oan  Indian
journal.

Mrs. Gandhi's congress got

41.58 per cent of the popular

vote but wen over 350 sears
. e. nearly 67% of the Lok
Sabha, Incidentally the [ndian

poll was very low compared
to Sri Lanka's. Qut of 3617
milllen  voters only 2007
millien cast thelr vetes. Qurs
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ofcourse has always been one

af the highest In the werld
where there are free and
fair elections. Britzin s far
behind us. The Amerlcan

elections will prove the same

point. Is It not correct to
say then that the US and
UK voter Is less politically
censclous and educated than
our own!

IKandy. Vijayaputra

Meither UNP nor
Intellectual

| suppose | must regard It
as a high compliment that a
true-believing Marxisc-Leninist
—Stalinist like Chintaka should
have fallowed with a scholar's
care and attencion the sporadic
writings of one whom he re-
gards as a “UMP intellectual'.

But | am neither UNP nor
intellectual. | once tried to
ke an intellectual but | found
it too difficule.  An Intellectueal
llke Chintaka should not, |
submit, distort. To point out
the defects of welfarism as

government poelicy Is not to
be “a critic of soclzl welfare™,
(It will take too long for me
to explain here why Chintaka
should not call me conservative.)
And on what evidence daoes
he describe me as “scourge of
university students'? | did
not, as Chintaka implies, claim
that Trotsky had “anything
to do with" the defear of
Hitler, Nor did |, as Chintaka
alleges, “'equate’” Hitler and
Stalin — except in the degree
of thelr flagitiousness.

| note that Chintaka and
Ha Chi Minh share the view
that the Soviet Union belongs

to “the democratic camp'’,
whatever that may be.
Colambe 3. V. P. Vittachi

Assam Crisis

| appreciate the analysis of
Gail Omvedt on Assam Crisis,
Micaragua seriss was useful.

Ga on with your good work.

A. Wimazlathasan
Edltor, *Manithan’.

Uthumaneni
| have perused all the articles
that appeared in your journal
about Gamini Fonseka's "Uthu-

maneni”’ and his own version
of the «trials of the mavie
makers. The criticism and
praise  written  about the

film braught into lighe, 1 sup-
pose, the difference between
criticism  basead on political
opportunism and of true art,
| do not wish to state who
belongs to which bloc as it
may wvary according to each
reader's outlook and wvalues.
It would be more preclse for
me to quote here Oscar
Wilde: A eynic knows the
price of all and the wvalue of
none, an  artist  knows the
value of all bue the price of none.”

As W, Javasirl has polinted
out, an arcist cannot be a
politician or & sociclogist by
his work of art, if it Is to
be true art of any sorc. |
think this is where a talented

and gifted actor like Gaminl
Fenseka has fzleered.
5. Dhanapala,
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Storm over

everal weeks ago the Secretary
Scf the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs sent a note to the ‘Sunday
Observer” dissoclating  his  office
from a question paper on "Current
problems’  which  army officers
sceking  promotion from  captain
to major had to answer,

For the Foreign Ministry which
scrupulously  aveids interventions
of any kind, especially in milicary
mattars, this was an extraordin-
ary step since  the  ‘Sunday
Otbserver' had in no way alluded
to asuthorship. In fact the peint
of the ‘Sunday Observer’ story
was "VWho dupit?”. The questions
had been so clumsily formulated
that many of them bordered on
gibberish.

MISGUIDED MISSILES

Most of the questions looked
like misguided missiles  fired,
probably by some computer error,
fram an American rocket station,
so obsessive was the anonymous
authors  salicitude for “The LS
and jes allies', and his concern

over “Big power problems'.
Before some  innocent  reader,
understandably assuming  that 2

question paper on Foreign Affairs
had te be the handiwork of the
Foreign Minlstry, pointed an accu-
sing finger at our F. O, the
usually impercurbable Mr. W, T.
layasinghe, rushed into print to
deny any connection with what
ane young carcer diplomat des-
cribed as “unprovoked assault on
the Queen's English so very close
to Her Majesty’s Birthday™!

The F. ©O. that week was
bristling with striped-pants smart-
ness and snooty remarks. "The
Army should have been advised
te  ger |ty question paper on
‘Current  problems” sec by the
Electricity Beoard......" "'Yes,
there's a Big Power crisis, there
veweast “"The  Army's  sneak
attack on the English language
was a literary Pearl Harbour....!
And so forth,

At least some rtop brass were
quite amused. In the fness room,
a Blimpish Colonel, one of the

Bandaranaike

last of the ctribe, guffawed: A
major blunder, what, captain....?”
But the army has kept its lips
sealed and authorship is still a
mystery,

Mo shadow of susplcion fell on
the Peradeniya University which

runs the only reputed academic
course in this subject. Peradeniya
could not  possibly  have bean
guilty of either the academic
imbecilities or the vierbal
uncouthness.

B. C. 1. §

The anly ether teaching institute
is the B, C. I. 5., the Bandara-

naike Centre for Internacional
Studies, which conducts a one-
year Diploma Course. Was it the

work of some fugitive diplomat
from the BCIS?

During its first few years, the
BCIS had a fine reputation, les
genesis can be traced to the

Celombe  summit  and its pre-
paratory work., How best to use
the fairly large sum of money

left over from the Chinese grant
for the BMICH?

A group of people met Inform-
ally to discuss the matter. They
had two things in common — a
keen Interest in  interpational
affairs and a strong appreciation
of the historic role of Mr,
5. W, R. D. Bandaranaike in the
making of our foreign policy.

The need for a teaching Institute
of the BCIS type was recognised.
Such an  academy, bearing his
name, would also be a worthy
tribute to  Mr. Bandaranalke's
achievement In this sphere.

The Prime Minister Mrs, Bandara-
naike appointed a cominittes to
examine two project reports which
had been submitted to her. The
Foreign Secretary, the Cabinet
Secretary, the PM's Secretary,
the Secretary of Education, For-
elgn Ministry officials and others
drawn from associated fields of
professional work comprised this
committee. There was unanimity
on 1 points: (a) the Institute
should not be mere replica of

Centre

some western “school''. lts per-
spective should be firmly and
consistently  “"Third  Warldist™,
Incidentally, this point was ably
argued by Indian High Commis-
siener Thomas Abraham in his
Canvocation Address  in May

L. G. June I5. {b) it must strive
to maintazin  the best academic
standards,

The Committes, quite rightly,
was  specially  sensitive on  the
second  point, It was  realised
that the Centre was being esta-
blished wnder the aepis of the
government. and the ruling parcy
was the SLFP. But “party poli-
tics” should be sternly discouraged
if the Cencre's academic prestige

was to  be safepuarded.  Ruling
parcles do favour kich-and kin,
‘catchers’ and  'hangers-on'  for

“soft” jobs. But the BCIS should
be insulated from such notorious
vices. Favourites and  kinsmen
could always he accomodated in
the State Karavadu Corporation
ar Bullock  eart manufacturing
school.  In chis effort, the key
zppointment would be that of
the Director of Studies,

BEYOND UMNDERSTAMNDING

Mow 2 minar starm has burse
over the BCIS. It can  assume
the proportions of a majar scandal

among  scholars, students  and
well-wishers of the Centre and
ruin the reputation of an Instituce

which can cthen end up as one
of those tutories

which grow in
Maradanz

like mushrooms.

On May 14ch, Convocation Day,
the CDMN. published on its leader
page an article entitled "Under-
standing World Politics® by
Dr. Piyasena Dissanayake., While
the content of the undergradua-
tish essay was a bic out of breach
in struggling to keep pace with
its boastcful ticle ("a C 4, at best™
saild a Peradeniya dan, usually
gensrous with eager young stud-
ents), the problems of understan-
ding became painfully confusing
when the CDM, nearly a month
lazer, carried this item: An article
appeared on this page on May

=
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14th  entitled “Understanding
World Politics' under the byline
of Dr. Piyasena Dissanayake.

Mr. Arjuna Kannangara was
also associated with the writing
of this article. By an oversight
his name was left out of the
byline. The error is regretted.

Dr. Dissanayake is the Registrar
of the BCIS. He served In this
post under the first Director of

Studies, Mr. MNawaz Davood.
Whether he Is now Director of
Studies or Acting Director or
Assistant Director s something
which even lecturers and students
are not quite sure of, Cercainly,
the Council members maintain

that the BCIS has no premanent
Directar. In fact, the BCIS may
advertise the paost soon.

Dr. Dissanayake has had a varied
career. As a clerical servant, he
was for sometime in the Cabinet
office. He served our High Com-
mission In India and Lendon. He
was alse in the Scate Trading
Corporation.  As a miner official
in our London mission, he was
enterprising enough to  pursue
post-graduate studies,

At a council meeting, a point
-blank question about Dissanayake's
area of specialisation drew the
answer that It was in "political
science™. Dlssanayake is, in face,
the author of a swudy on politics

— “Political  Thoughts of the
Buddha", a 100 page paperback
published in July 977, by the
Cultural Affairs Department,
Government of Sri Lanka. In a
foreword, he thanks FProfessor

Minian Smart of Lancaster Univer-
sity who supervised his work.
Pref. Smart's speclality is Religion
racher than Palitical Sclence or
International Relations.

All this is relevant in the light
of a letter sent to no less a
person than President J. R. laye-
wardene by Mr. Arjuna Kannan-
gara, visiting Lecturer at the BCIS,

Afcer a miner discourse en
“moral and ethical behavioral
modes of seciety”, Mr. Kannangara
gets down to cases. A localprofes-
sor, he says, told him of the sad

4

plight of a young 5ri Lankan
scientist  whose  findings  were
“stolen" and published under the
name of another person. This
leads him to dwell for 2 moment on
the subject of "“intsllectual pro-
perty’ and the “unethical behavi-
our" of un-named thieves,

Me.  Kannangara claims that
“Understanding World Palitics™
is In fact an essay written by him
under the title “Incernational
Relaticns and the BCIS" at the
request of his collesgue, Dissa-
nayake. lt was written expressly
for CDMN publication an May |4,
Convocation Day. A large part
af the article, he says, is "word
for waord™ an ecssay he wrorte

when he was a Research Fellow
at the Insticute of Commaonwealth
Studies in London in  July 1978,

A copy of Kannangara's eoriginal
article is available!

When he handed the article to
Dissanayake for onward transmis-
sion to the CDM, he took for
granted that it would appear
under his (Kannagara's) name.
He concludes ‘''that Dissanayake
had acted in a totally dishonour-
able way in order so that he may
have this article (written on an
area of study in which he has
no competence) published in the
newspaper under his own name'.

Kannangara's charge, especiaily
after the curlously worded “correc-
tlan” published doubtless by a
needlessly embarassed CON Editor
who has more Important things
to do, has become a cammon
topic of conversation on the
campuses.

If Kannangara's accusation is
false ar mistaken, then Dr. Dissa-
nayake's name must be cleared In
his own Interests, and maore so
in the interests of a reputed
Inscicute, [F it s  well-founded
then the Council which consiscs
of many nationzlly known acade-
mles like Praof, T. Madaraja,
Profs. P. P. G. L. Siriwardena
etc. must surely Initlate a full
and Impartial inquiry.

The coat and
the quota

II's well that ends well?

Local garment manufacturers
have breathed a sigh of relief at
the government's last-minuce In-
tervention toe  help them sell
their piled-up stocks worth about
Rs. 100 millian. Mere and maore
the UWMNP's Mr. Fix-it, Trade
Miniscer Achulathmudali came up
with a compromise formula. Ha has
used the “carry forward' allocation
to create a markec for these 50
odd local industrialists who were
on the wverge of laying—off several
thousand warkers.

It all started when the US,
in 2 new protectionist drive,
reduced its quotas. The new

gquota had to be divided between
the IPZ manufacturers (largely
foreign) and the rest, local. The
Minister of Employment says that
the nen-IPZ group got as much
as 49,99, and cthese manufacturers
should be more than satisfied
because they had failed to meet
the Canadian and EEC quotas,

“Between the Athulath mudall,
and the mudalali, peace  has
been restored" wisacracked a
new-style IFZ businessman. But
how real s this solution? Only a
sticking  plaster to &  wound
that'll  keep festering, observed
an economist attached toa State
bank. He made the following
points:

(a) The world's wealthiest nation
which presches the dactrine of
‘free trade' [s putting up barriers
against cthe ‘fastest-growing In-
dustry’ af litele Srl Lanka,

(b} In allocating the reduced
quotas, the government Is forced
to maka choices which bring to

the surface latent conflices  bet-
ween “‘forelgn' Interests and
local business.

{c) This not only touches

nationalist sentiment but che all-
important policical/economie gques-
tion of employment because local
Industr}r is the bigger employer.
(Continued on page §)



Chile and the Chicago boys!

hen the lndoneslan army

having  butchered half a
million fellow Indenesians grabbed
power, General Subarte  handed
over economic decislon-making to
a proup which came te be known
internaticnaly as the “Berkeley
Mafia", The 'Mafia’ consisted of
some highly intelligent Indenesians
who' had been educated, at the
University of Berkeley, California,
and their American friends and
calledpues, ;

When the US “de—stabilized"
the popularly elected = socialist
goevernment of Salvador  Allende
to make way for General Pinochet,
the Chilesn army sought inspira-
tion from ancther American uni-
versity, Chicago, It Is there chat
Milten Friedman, high priest of
free markec forces, helds court,
After the “Chicage boys'' took
over the Chilean economy in 1973,
there has been a furious debare
on the conzequences of the
economic policies they initiated,
while admirers hzil Chile's rapid
recovery and economic miracle,
his detractors reserve nothing
but centempe far the socio eco-
nomic  resules  eof “Friedmania'.
{>ee  “Chile's Chicage School
Economics by a Special Corespon-
dent L, G. Sept 15, [978).

Taking & |BO degree turn, the
Chilean economy was made to
carry a “'package of reforms’ in
tight meney supply. huge cuts in
government spending and welfare,
liberalised imports, and de-natio-
nazlisaticn of 400 state owned
enterprises,  including banks.
Foreign investmernt was encouraged
in wvarious ways such as the easy
repatriation of profics and capical,

equal treatment for foreign and
hilean companies etc.
These incentives were proudly
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| is *the Chilean miracle?
As uwsual there are pluses and
minuses but how do these finally
zdd up in the life of the Chilean
people?

Fram Santiago, Helen spooner
sent this report to the Financial
Times.

Inflation  has  been lowersd
from approximately 600 percent,
at the time of the 1973 military
takeaver, to 38.9 par cent. Copper,
which previously made up 80 per
cent of foreign earnings, now
accounts for just 47.8 per cent
as exports have bean diversified,
Induscrial and agriculeural produc-
tien are up, the budget s
balancad, -and foreign Investment
i pouring inte the country. In-
ternational leading organisations
siuch as the Warld Bank, have
declared Chile a credit-worthy
country.

On the other hand, the 12.5
per cent unemployment in Chilie
is nearly three times what it was
during Sr. Allende's Governmane.,
This figure does noet include the
approximately 170,000 parcicipating
in the Government’s minimum
employmant  programme, who
constitute 5.0 ‘per cent of the
warkforce, These workers earn
the aquivalent of $40 a month
far working full time at menial
jobs. Critics of the programme
have noted that many |obs par-

farmed by cthese workers, such
a5 street maintenance, parbage
collection ‘and  gardening, were

previously salaried positions undar
the Santiage Municipal Govern-

‘mant, eliminated In the subsequent

budget reductions,

These same critics would
ceds that Chile's exports
become more diveriified, decroa-
sing vulnerability to fluctuations
in the warld copper market, Burt
such raw materials as timbar, now
the second largest export, and
molyhdenim, 2 copper by-praduct,
which has become the third most
Imgortant export, make up about

coh-
have

two-thirds of the total. OF the
approximately 5&490m In farelgn
Investment durlng the past few

years, relatively little "has gone
into Indusery. OF the total foreign
investment registrations, mining
accounts for B98 per cent, and
industry 7 per cent, Then, too,
the 148 industrial project registra-

FOREIGN *
NEWS

ticns include purchases of former
state—owned companies under the
Government's  de-nationzlisation
programme, many auctioned off
at "fire sale' prices,

Industrial production neverche-
less, grew by B.8 per cent last
year, and has been increasing
steadily over the past few years.

But the future of Chilean in-
dustry under the ' Governmant's
present scheme is not quite clear.
A recent study by Sofefa, the
Chilian Industrial Society, reported
a decline in the growth of pro-
duction and sales by as much as
50 per cent during the firse
three months of this YEar; - com-
pared with the same period last
year. E

The Government's 10 per cent
tarril poliey, which was to make

Chilean - industry’ maore efficient
by exposing it to a blast of
foreign  competicion, has  been
blamed. Many Chilean Industrial
leaders have charged that the

imports are taking an ever-increa-

sing share of the local marker,
and that Chilean industry does
not have the financial resources
ta make the investment became
more competitive,

What is ebvious is  that an
increasing  number of  Chilean

companies are finding fareign im-
porced products invincible com-
petitors,  From  January | to
March 30 this year, 130 Chilean
businesses, ranging from factor-
ies to small neighbourhoad
stores, have folded. Last year
this number was 368 is uncertain.
Per capita What this means for
the average Chilean/income last
year rose to approximately $1,500.
In real terms, Chileans are about
where they were decade ago,
Some . figures suggest cthat the
rich in Chile may in some ways
be getting richer, and the poor
poorer.  Censumption by the
poarest 20 per cenc fell from 7.7
per cent in 969 to 52 per
cent last year. Consumption by
| Continued on page )



THE GULF

NEW US DEALS

frer Oman, Kenya Is the

second Indian ocean state to
sign an agreement wicth the USs
to give new facilities “for support
of expanded US militray actlvitles
in the Gulf region®,

Although the U5 does not,
according to a State Department

spokesman, expect to  station
troops permanently, the Kenyan
bases will noaw be available for
US operations. The US military
and tralning missions In  Kenya
will also be expanded.

As parc of the deal, the US

Congress has been asked by the
Carter administration to approve
56.6 million US dollars as econo-
mic assistance, and |l milllen
dollars as easyterm credit to cover
the sale of US arms and equipment.

Egypt

[n its new plan to establish
land-based air power, in the
Middle east and Gulf region, the
US will deploy F-4 Phantom Jets
to Egypt. according to Gen. Lew
Allen, US Air Forece Chlef of
Staff.

A squadron of Supersenic figh-
ters will operate from Caire
West airfield. About 400 pilots,

crew members, operational and

Chile . ..
(Conrtinved from page 3)

the wealthiest 20 per cent rose
during that period from 43 per
cent to 51 per cent,

That is the view expressed by
Sr. Andress Zaldivar, who served
as Finance Minister under the
Christian Demeocratic Government
of President Eduarde Frel |5
years ago.

“"The great majority of Chileans
feel poorer and the nation Is
belng turned into a glant market
of imperted goods, with domestic
production limited to bagic pro-
ducts,” he said recencly.

6

intelligence  speclalists, loglstics
personnel and technicians will
leave for Egypt this month, They
would train  with the Egyptian
forces.  Gen. Allen said  that
other alrcraft will also be deplayed
ta Egypt In order to enhance US

military ecapability in the |ndian
oCcean area.

While there are already 2
aircraft  carriers, and 20 other
naval ships in this area seven

cargo ships with weapons, ammu-
nitlon, foed and supplies for
12,000 JS Marlnes are due to
arrive In Diego Garcia,

ministers of bach
Mauritius and Seychelles, mean-
while, have called an Britaln
which has leased this Island to
the US as a base to evacuate
these territories.

The prime

In mid-June Indlan External
Affairs Minister, Mr. MNarasimha
Rao told the Indian Upper House
that the US had substantially
increased In  naval strength in
the Indlan Ocean and this new
deployment Included several
nuclear-propelled alrcrafe carrlers,
missile cruisers and submarines.
Indla, he said, had conveyed its
criticism to Washingten “but no
positlve results had been achieved',

The coat...
(Continned from page &)

(d) Just as the flood of Imports
may sweep away some scruggling
national Industries, foreign entre-
preneurs may gradually eliminate
10054 native businesses.

Third Yerld industries have to
learn ta live In a situation where
the coat has to be rtailored to
US or EEC quotas, but unfortu-
nately these measurements keep
changing. All this exposes the
deep—seated flaws in the stracegy
now been adopted by sa  many
under-developed countrles, a
strategy which has led to  the
phenomenon of ‘dependent indus-
trialisation’ at the periphery.

TU’s and pay

he Railway workshop which
Tspnarheaded the 976 general
strike was back In the news last
week when a lightning strike
paralysed the train services. The
immediase cause, it was reported,
was the Interdiction of 2 TU
activists who had taken a promi-
nent part in the June S5cth "Pro-
test Day''.

Actually, the Actlon Committee
at the Ratmalana workshop had
already written to the JTUAC
inviting its support for a general
demand of a pay rice — 300/-
per month.

Pay demands are pouring In,
About 10,000 University teachers

and administrative staff have all-
ready been pgranted a modest
concession of about [5-209] in-

crease. The PhD's in the Arts
Facultles had the satisfaction also
of getting the 500/~ professional
allowance given to their colleagues
in the Science, Medlecine, and
Engineering faculties,

Who will be nexe! The doctors?

With reports of a pay rise for
the police, a call for “wpward
adjustment’ may be sounded in

the services toa,

The Mihintale MP (UNP) told
Parllament that a family of three
needed Rs. 050/~ to survive. He
appealed for an  all-round pay
increase to  workers of 250/-
per manth,

Meanwhile a SATYODAYA, the
Centre for Social Research, con-
tinues to monitor consumer prices
and living costs month by month.

According to s latest  bulletin
there has been a 75% rise in
the costs of barest subsistance

between May (979 and May 1980,
A family of five, says SATYODAYA
needs Rs. |023/- to keep above
the starvation line,



THE ROAD

by Alex Marshall

T0

Man hands on misery fo man

It deepens like the coastal shelf,

Gel ol

And  don’t  have any

his piece of unmitigated misery

from Philip Larkin, whose
pessimism  stands out even In
England, a dark spot amid the
encircling gloom, was not, we
hope, meant to be taken quite
seriously, But in the WWest, as
suicides go up and births go
down, it may yet be chiselled
as an epitaph on the headstone
of a whele generation. The
cheerful  consumerism  of the
“never had it so good" society
has given way ta a gnawing

feeling that the good times will
have to be paid for; and proba-
bly soon.

Take Love Canal, In  upper
Mew York state in che USA, a
paradigm of what is wreng wich
the WWest. About seventy years ago,
in the first flush of untrammelled

industrialization, the canal was
dug as part of a system which
it was hoped would take goods

down te the more densely popul-
ated markets further south. But
the canal was never finlshed, and
eventually was used as a dumpling
ground by a nearby chemicals firm.
Finally it was covered over and
genercusly donated by the firm
to the

local school board which
built a school and playgrounds
an it

Some years later, residencs on
= nearby housing estate began to
n strange smells In  their
and ooz-
substances

of  disgusting
igh  the soil of their back
The ghast af get-rich
coming back to claim

its inheritance,

with the scheol long-
lesed and  many nearby
vacuzted, a study has
a high incidence of
b defects—~Iin local
The incidence of cercain

as gquickly as you can
kids  yourself

types of disease, many related to
chemical peisoning, is much hig-
her in the area than the national
average, Pecple are generally
less  healthy and  die  younger,
Slowly and reluctantly the auchori-
ties have been forced to recognise
they have a man-made disaster
on their hands,

According to a  recent beook
there are Love Canals all over
the United States. The pursuit
of wealth has poisoned the very
ground on which the people live,
and very air they breathe. Octher
writers have pointed out the
murderous nature of the American
dier, full of cholesterel and
carbohydrates, and the life-shor-
tening characteristics of the motor
-car, practically an extension of

the American  psyche. Develop-
ment, It seems, kills,

Add to all this a deepening
economic  crisis which seems to

indicate a structural rather than
a temparary malfunction of the
system, net only in the United
States but throughout the western
world and one could be farglven
for taking Larkin literally; children

do not play much parc in such
a world. As the new Director
of UMNICEF, himsell an American,

has pointed out they are in
danger of becoming a new under

~privileged class, The family
itself is In danger; one out of
every two marriages contracted

in New York City this year will
end in divorce before |984,

l= this to be Asia’s future alsop

At this point the reader sensibly
calls a halt. Even the fascest—
growing countries of south-east
Asia have reached nothing like
the income levels of the west,
nar will they far a long time,
The sufferings of the old-establi-
shed Industrialised countries, as

LOVE CANAL

they struggle to adjust to a waorld
whera their former colonies are
becoming their competitors, cannot
be compared to the struggles of
the Asian countries te haul their
populations out of the subsistence

economy =and break the vicious
cycle of rural poverty.

Yer, the question must be
asked, Several Aslan  councrles-
among them  Korea, Talwan,

Singapore, Heong Kong — are on the

verge of attaining the magic
‘self—sustaining growth’, at least
In economic carms, and savaral

others — Malaysla, Thailand, Philip-
pines, for example —are not so
far behind. So far they have gone
for growth without too  much
regard for the consequences. But
in some of these countries atg
least, the consequences, social,
political, envirenmental have come
heme and are aiready roosting in
the rafters. |t would seem to
be a time for choices ta ba
made—if indeed they have not
already been made. Haow far is
Asia down the rocad rto Love
Canal?

Whatever assessment are made
—of the cests and benefits of
protecting the environment, for
example, or the desirability of
rural development as  against
urban growth —for governments ta

put choices into effect is  hard,
and harder still under pressure,
The pressures are coming not

only from the pace of ecanomic
growth, which creates demands
as fast as [t satisfies chem, Dbut
from population  growth, which,
though slowing throughout Asla,
is still In most countries over
two per cent a year, and requi-
res from the ecanomy encrmous
contributions of  development
capital.  As the UNFPA's Execu-
tive Dirsceor, Rafael M Salas,
recently pointed out, nzarly &0
per cent of the increase in total
world population becween now

and 2000 AD will be In Asia®

Bdt the choice s alzo a
sonal matter, and it is
population at least, that

per=
a fact in
govarn—
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ment policies have had only a
marginal effect on the choices
being made, Gﬁic]al]y—suppurted
drives to increase the rate of
population growth, for instance,
in France and scme of the east
European countries, failed to buck
the downward trend, and birth
rates have fallen in ether indu-
strialised countries withour ass-
istance of government policy. In
the countries of the South, birth
rates have usually started to fall
before the government stepped
in—5ri Lankais a case in point —
and falling rates can be traced
to causes Independent of officlal
influences,

The decislan in
favour of smaller families or no
family at all seems to come out
of a combination of consumerism
and pessimism, In eastern Europe
we are left with pessimism, Here
in Asia perhaps the decislons are
made In 2 more positlve way,
The family —even the extended
family — Is  still very strong and
the joy of children Is shared
among many more than the
parents. At times the Involvement

the West in

can be too strang-but at least
the parents are never isaleted
as they sometimes are in the YWest,

Censtraints are far more likely
to be economlc. In 5rl Lanka
it is clear that late marrlage has
been a prime cause of lower
birth rates, and that marriage is
often  postpaned  because the
couple cannot support a  family.
Land shortage in the rural areas
has been frequently menticned
to this writer as a real cause of
demand for family planning services.
In Sri Lanka, the clearing sconomic
climate of [977-78 brought a
mini-baby boom, and perhaps if
the clouds of unemployment and
low wages finally rolled away,
the baby bandwagon would really
start to rall.

However, apart from the cons-
tralnts, there has alsc been a
very positive side to the trend
towards smaller families in Sri
Lanka. Parents want the best
for their children, and most
couples are clear in their minds
theo

thae best will go further
among  fower. Education has
played its part in cthis, and so

have the social services, in most
cases  keeping up &  minimum
level of nutrition and well-being
just above that critical threshold
below which cholce s an irrelevancy
because things could hardly be worse.

For all of Asja, outside China
and Indo-China, the main chojce
has already been made. to become
part of the western economic set-

up. But, far Asia, this does noe
have to be the road to Love
Canal, Many of the traditional

patterns of Asian life survive with
all their life-enhancing qualicies,
ameng them respect  for  the
family and for the individual's
place withinic. Change will happen,
25 it is already happening In
favour of the smaller family.  Buc

changes of this sort do noc
necessarily lead to Larkin-like
gleom. Fewer children means

easier subsistence at ane end of
the scala, an easing of pressure
on bulging ecities and dwindling
resaurces at the other and room
at boch ends for chaoice,

* Stpte of the World's I-"npul;;ﬁn
Report: UNMEFPA 1980,
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An insurrection remembered

by Jayantha Somasunderam

On the Sth of luly 1970 —cen
years ago— Rohana Wijeweera
was discharged by the Muwara
Eliya Magistrate’s Court and the
lapatha Vimukthi Peramuna's public
activity began,  On' the l4th
Wijeweeraaddressed the Vidyodayz
University Socialist Saciety.
Beginning Awvgust 2lst, with a
public meecing 2t Anuradhapura,
the IVP held meetings through-
out the country. The last meeting
before the Insvrrection, was held
en 27th February 1971, at Hyde
Park.

The JWP and its leaders came
from backgrounds and experiences
that distinguished them fram the
lezders of the mainstream lefc

barties, Although Wijeweera
belonged to a family that had
worked for the Moscow CP in

the South, he was converted to
Masizm and became active in the
Peking CP.  The leadership of
the IVP did not came from the
big schools in Colombo, few of
them had been to the YWestern
-ariented University at Peradeniya
and none to Western Universi-
ties. The IVYP drew lcs strangteh
fram Maoists, students of small
town schoals and the Pirivena
Universities, The JVP cadres were
cverwhelmingly Buddhist and drawn
from che Karawe, Durawe, Batgam,
WWahumpura and other depressed
castes,

The JYP took root In areas
that had been worked on by the
Marxist Parties for chree decades,
Wijewesra and Mahinda Wijese«

kera came frcm the Marara
Cistrict.  Elpitiva in the South
West had its Wahumpura caste

give the JVP streng support, In
Kegalle a JVP stronghold, the
Batgam caste was won over by
the IVP.

The rank and file of the VP
consisted of left-ariented militane
rural youth. Most were from
upper secondary schools, under
privileged, a potential army of
fruscrated  school  leavers  with
meagre job opportunities. Radic-
alised by three decades of liberal
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and Marxist politics, they had
streng secialist impulses.

TACTICS

The WP  evolved its  own
Marxist ideclogy which was a
hybrid. . lt. drew on Troosky's
criticism  of Scalinism  and the
‘popular front'., Frem Mao It

asserted the primacy of the
peasantry as the backbone of the
revolution. And from Castro and
Guevara It learned armed insurreec-
cien,

IV¥F training for their cadres
emphasised neo-colonialism, attac-
ked parliamentarianismand rejected
the Left Parties. The |VP's acci-
tude . to the minorities at best
was Indifference, =although shortly
before the insurrection, despite
their attack on ‘Indian expansion-
ism', Wijeweera teamed up wich
DMK leader Nanchelian in suppart
of the Kennakella Estzte strike.

In its economic
WP differed litcle from the LSSP
or CP. Mot enly did they point
cut the nec-colanial dependence
of 5ri Lanka's econemy, but
identifiad the United Frent as
part of this nec-colonial system,
They called for a halt to the
expansion of the tea planthtions,
the intense cultivation of food
crops and the collectivisation of

teaching the

land to overcome landlessness.
Urmilla  Phadnis says that the
IVP in its  ideslogy was “anti-

imperialist, anti-elizist, anti-bure-
aucratic, anti-capitalist, anci-Indian
expansion and last but not least

anti-imperialist~trained army and
police,™
lt was In tactics that the [VP

differed radically from the other
parties including the Lefc, These
had been concerned with trade

unions, strikes, rallies and elec
tlens.  In time che JVP evolved
a tactic, where they funcrioned

openly as an agitational group
while at' the same time recruiting
to a clandestine  organisation,
Whan the Police threatened the
clandestine organisation, the JVP
would assume widespread armed

insurrection, the most advanced
and complex farm of revelutionary
gombat. This tactic was adopted
on  the assumption  cthat  the
Police .and © Armed Forces  has
insufficlent ammunition to survive
a simultanecus uprising ' through-
out the councry,

The IVP was stampeded Into
its wuprising. It had net made
inreads  into the nerth or the
plantations. But police repression
forced their hand and with Wije-
weera in jail the J¥P, on Aprll
5th launched simultansous attacks
on 93 police statlons, most of
them in the southeast quadrant,
As police stations fell, the govern-
ment abandoned others, regroup-
ing lts meagre forces-anxious to
pratect the cities, At the height

of the insurgency |00 police
stations ceased o function. A
24 hour curfew was declared
and  claims  made that upto
100,000 insurgents were locked
in a battle that they could not
indefinitely sustain.

UNCONTESTED

The Gaovernment's tactlc  of

cutting cheir losses and regroup-
ing paid. The I¥FP had only the
equipment captured from police
stations, They did neot go onto
take milicary bases and their
equipment, The Indian  MNavy
cerdoned off Sri Lanka to ensure
that no eguipment reached the
VP, While the IVP held
parts of Kegalle, Elpitiya, Deniyaya
and Kataragama uncontested, the

Army  replenished  Its  meagre
stocks of arms and ammunition.
Wichin  four days of the IVP
attack, an Air Ceylen Trident

teok off from Singapore, carrying
a consignment of small arms from
the Bricish base there. The next
day Britain agreed to supply six
Beil Jet Ranger helicopters bought
from the USA. The USA was
alse  to supply arms direct. So
did India and Pakistan, When &
IAF helicopters arrived in Colombo
on the |4th chey were guarded
by Indisn Army troops. Three
{Continned on page 20)



Suicide, a Social problem

by Piyaratna Rajapaksha

Mr. Jayantha Somasundaram,
in an article, entitled, *SUI-
CIDE MOTES : THE LAST FARE-
WELL', (LG lst. June} has drawn
attention te the imporcanc quess
tion of suicide, which appaars to
be increasing In alarming propor-
tions. This, thereforo, deserves
the attention of all who desire
a healthy reconstruction of our
society.

Drawing evidence from a wealth
of material published abroad, Mr.
Somasundaram has tried to trace
the motlves which make people
commit suicide. In this article,
my alm [s to present very briefly,
another aspect of the same problem,

i.e. how the sacial envirenment
can  contribute te the Incidence
of suicida.

To take a concrete example,

some time ago, local newspapers
reporied that a young female
employee of a private organi-
sation, committed suicide,
because she was summerily
dismissed from employment,
The offence she had committed
was that she *had eaten some-
thing during working hours,
contrary, to the regulations of
this particular organisation.’

Mew, 1sn"t this inhuman?! Because
of the vagaries of public transpore,
electricity etc. many an employee
may find it difficult to have a
proper breakfast before they leave
home for work In the marning.
Wouldn't a2 mild reproof have
been sufficlent in the above case!?
Or betrer still. couldn'c that firm
have provided decent facilities, so
that an employee could have a
snack in privacy, when necessary!

This is not an isolated example,
Under the conditions prevailing
today, many persons find [c diffi-
cult to obtain employment, and
even more difficult to keep em-
ployment after they get it. This
has encouraged all types of third-
degree  methods, since It s
not difficult to find another recruic
after sacking an employes. To
make things worse, some persons

of the lawer middle class, from,
whom such employees are recruited,
too often stoocp to  backbiting,
sneaking ete. so that they can get
a friend or a relative, to replace
the colleague, whose dismissal they
engineered. In any case, legislation
preventing employees, especially
those in private organisations,
form sudden and unfair dismissal,
is an Imperative need. As for
employment in the state sector,
the evll can appear in another
ferm, chat ls in vindictive transfors
ta distant stations, or in unjusc
Interdictions.  All these have a
clear bearing on the Incidence of
suicide.

In the elder age groups, it Is
not unemployment in the serict
sense of the ward, but an allied
problem, which ean lead to suicide,
This is financial inscabilicy, espe-
clally in aging members of self-
employed professions. A film pro-
ducer committed suicide because
of debrs, and there is reasonable
ground to believe that an elderly
actor may have done sa, Both
were respected married men with
families, buc found thac che inerea-
sing burden of debts was too
much for them. People engagad
in the arts and crafts are often
self-employed, have no  regular
income, and once ctheir heyday
is over and their popularity and
powers are waning, they may find
life becoming Intolerable for them.
Clearly, the state can help them,
According to Government news-
papers, the present Government
has started a fund for this purpose,
It is to be hoped that the fund
will meec the needs of all such
cases in a rtanglble manner, and
that such provision can bz made
to halp persans in  other forms
of employment, too.

As numerous press items testify
anocther type of suiclde among
elderly persons and invalids s
increasing. This is where a person
is suffering frem an incurable and
proflonged disease, and feels that
release can be found anly Insulcide.
Unfortunately, we don’t have any
sanateria In this country, and the

establishment of at least one
sanatorium for those suffering from
lingering diseases, Is an imperative
necessity. The cheerful and healchy
atmosphere prevailing In such an
inscicution, <an even curs patients.
Qur hospitals, basides baing over-
crowded, do not have such a con-
genial atmosphere.

Anather type of suicide prevai-
ling in many countries is best
described through a concrete ex-
ample. The fallowing true story
appeared In a magazine published
In an affluent councry. Since chis
Is the only example from another
country, quoted in  this article
| shall not disclose the name of
the cauncry, for | think it will be
prejudicial to the country concerned,
The story nevertheless is crue and
it Is as foliows:

A young girl, ateen-ager, was
being educated in a high school
for girls, some miles away from
her home. She had to atcend a
concert in this school ene evening,
and since It was late when the
concert was over, she stayed ac
the hostel of that schoaol, for the
night, with several friends of
hers, all of them girls atcending
the same schoal. OF course, thay
obtained the permission of their
respactive parents, as well as the
school authorities, MNaxe morning,
the father of ane of the girls,
took them home, alongwith his
own daughter, in his car. He
dropped each girl at har own houssa,
Unfarcunately, when the girl in
question, was getting down from

the car near her home, she was
seen by a middle—aged woman
who lived nearby, a notoricus

gossip. The |ater spread the story
that the girl was seen getting
down from a car driven by a man,
in the errly hours of the morning,
and that the girl was drunk. (She
was tlred after spending a com-
parativly sleepless night.) When the
story reached her ears, the girl,
a sensitlve type, committed suicide,

Incidentaily, the above article
was nat abaut suicide, bur abouc
the evils of gossip. And gossip
appears to be increasing in our

11



country, displacing hobbles like
gardening, stamp-collecting etc.
| have read quite a number of
newsreports in the lacal press,
where a coroner, after giving a
verdict of suielde in a2 sudden

death, has made some such state-
ment 25, *'| am convincad that this
valuable young life could have been
saved, If the neighbours had held
their tongues, and not glven in
to malicious gossip.”

Since this article Is about suicide,
it is not possible here to touch
on the other evil results of gossip,
such as disruption of human rela-
ticnships,  including marriage,
serious quarrels, and violence, not
excluding homicide., That gossip
leads to sulcide, is clear.

Suicide s only an extreme and
tragic result, and there is evidenca
that intelerant and inguisitive ways
prevalling in our country may have
contributed, at least parcly to
the exodus of some of our best
young people, to other countries.
Some time ago, | read a magazine
published by a leading schoel in
Colombo, and it carried articles
by 2 number of students of the
school-leaving age, in that school.
They expressed thelr unhappiness
that young persons are misunders-
tood and subjected to wanton
eriticism in this country, for almost
anything they do, even if they
have the best of motives. So they
expressed the hope, that before
long, they could leave for a maore
civilised country, where they could
live in peace.

Coming back to the guestion
of suicide, the generation gap may

also contribute to it. Taoo often,
people of different 2ge  groups
and even different families have

to live together, because of finan-
clal difficulties. Unfortunately, older
people, who have grown In a
primitve feudalist set wp, ”with
ideas of 2 patriachal or matriachal
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society, may try under such cir-
cumstsnces to Iimpose their ideas

forcibly, in a rather dictatorial
manner. Result is suicide, espe-
clally by the young. Tao often,

a girl is forced by her elders
into marriage with 2 person she

abhers, and in such instaznces
she and her lover, who iz dis-
liked by her parents, may run

away or failing that may commit
suicide together. Or each may
commit sulcide separately. Clearly,
some more democratle methods
aof ironing out the differences
between age groups, have to be
devised. Even where marriage is
not a bone of contention, acrimo-
nicus arguments between the young
and the old may lead the former
to suicide.

Unfortunately, in many of these
cases, it is the wvery people, who
led the young to sulcide, who
have the cone sided advantage of
giving evidence at the Inguest
“l advised him (or her) and he {ar
sha) committed suicide', is the
story too often told by the elders.
That humiliating language may have
bean used or even physical punish-
ment given to a person whe was
almaost an adult, Is concealed. To
be fair by the older folk, ene
cannot rule out the possibility of
young people also being irrespon-

sible, due to our debilitating
pseudo culture, disseminated by un-
healthy comics, poor films and

other pernicious influences,

Psychologists say that living belngs
react to a difficult  situation, in
ane of two ways. That 15, they
either face it or run away from
it. And suicide s one way in
which the more sensitive intro-
verted type runs away from serious
problems, The more aggrassive
type may find release in alcohol,
quarrels, and even violence,

A healthy and temporary escape
from the stresses of daily life can
bhe desirable for most people. but
in our society very few can afford
ta da so, Only a wealthy minarity
can afford to spend a vacation at
a healthful resort. Even communicy
centres, where people can spend
a pleasant and relaxing evening,
are not too plentiful here.  All
these can contribute te the increase
of suicide, as well as other evils,
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The SLFP and the Left

whiie screngthning the JTUAC
which had come under the

IWP's polemical fire, the Protest
Day and its [immediate aftermath
left the IVP thoroughly isolated
from the organised working class,
especially, but not exclusively, In
the urban centres.

Bourgeois beneficiaries

But this is only one side of
the story, and the success of June
S5th/9th may well contain within
itself the seeds of fzilure. Indeed,
these may already be said to be
discernible. The country’'s modern
political  history is replete with
examples of the political benefit
of mass struggles led by the Left
accruing to the two main bour-
geais political formations, i, e. the
UMP and its substitute, the SLFP.
The mass movement of August
[%53 was capitalized upon by that
maost artful political demagogus
5. W. R. D. Bandaranalke. The 1971
insurrection, the Manamperl and
Weerasoariya killings, the Railway
strlke of December | 974, ironically
helped to propel the UMP Into
the seat of power. Similarly, lune
9th could well be grist to the mill
of a beselged SLFP leadership,
The clever intrusion of the SLFP
leaders into trade unionist Soma-
pala’s mammoth funeral procession,
the intermingling of red-and-blue
on this occasion and previously
ar the SLFP-LSSP-MEP May Day
rally, all offer pointers to pre-
cisely such an ominous turn of
events, of which June 24th was
the clearest revelation to date.

LSSP moves

Just as the popularity of the
ULF and the 2| demands was
utilized by the LS5P in its entry
into a coalicion with the SLFP
in 1964, the L35F s attempting
once zgzin to channel the ant|-
UMP mass sentiment in the direc-
tion of 2 united front with the
SLFP. Other sections of the Left,
(such as the MNSSP and CPSL) by
failing to demarcate themselves
sharply and clearly from the
SLFP in the course of-the June
5thf9th actlons and carry out a

resolute 'two front’ struggle, play
into the hands of the SLFP.

| June 5th and even mare sa June
Fth saw the zenith of antl government
protest since 1577, Will it also mark
the turning paint In  the fartunes
of the ruling UNP? While we pub-
lished our own analysis of current
developments In the June |5th istue
of this Journzl, the July |5t number
contained the views of an independent
commentator very familiar with trade
unien politics, Mr. H, A. Seneviratne.
In this jssue we publish another
opinion by a regular eorrospandent
who presents a long  term view an |
the SLFP and che Left.

‘Mara yuddha’ in reverse
Some Leftlsts praccle about the
need to draw the SLFP into ex-
tra—parliamentary mass struggles
against the UMNP. There Is a case
fer this if the argument cancerns
a united front from below, aimed
at winning aver the SLFP's mass
base. But then again, the distine-
tion between leadership and base
is not irrelevant to the UNP too,
since the populist rhetoric which
the UNP deployed In 1977 was
designed precisely to cater to
anti-establishment youth sections
which rallied round that party
to oust the corrupt, nepotistic
and oppressive SLFP regime. (In
this sense 1977 proved to be a
'‘Mara Yuddha' in reverse!) This
fetish concerning the mass base
of the SLFP is based on an archaic
reading of the two parties. |fic
is a question of an 'anti-faseist’
struggle, then sections of the UNP's
support base as well as the SLFP's
will have te be won over even-
tually. But would this lead any of
our Lefrists toadvocate a United Fro-
nt or united actions with the UNP?

Front from above

In any event, the formation
of a united working class front
i. e. aunited front of working
class parties, is the vitally
necessary prerequisite for any
broad anti-fascist, anti-imperia-
list alliance. In our concexr,
this means that a United Lefc
Front comprising all Marxist pali-
tical organisations should be the
very first step, anterior to seeking

& Another
by Chintaka

any rapproachment with any non-
Marxist regiments. But what is
taking place today is the coming
into being of a *‘United frant
from above' one which em-
braces the SLFP leadership.
Whether this is a programmartic
front, an electoral front or a series
of united actions is net the cen-
tral  issue.  lt  is worthwhile
pausing to consider what would
happen If the SLFP rode to power
on the crest of an extra-parlia-

view

mentary wave of agitation, since
after all there Is no guarantee
that the divided Left will win

and retaln hegemony throughout
such a process. Such an extra-
parliametary takeover would pro-
bably mean the abolition of the
residual vestige of bourgzois de-

mocracy and the unleashing of
fascistic violence by SLFP goon
squads. The first wvictims would

be the I¥P and the Tamil people
{both in the Morth and the plan-
tations). Since no left entity is
an island, such a process is bound
ta engulf the working class mave-
ment, Afcer all in 1971 it is not
only the IVP, buc alse the wvoci-
farously anti-IVP lefrists whe were
subject o repression (e. g. the
Magists).

In other words, an extra-par-
liamentary struggle involving the
SLFP  leadership  will probably
catapult precisely this leadership
inte power and accelerate the
process of fascistization which has
gradually been taking place from

the 1970°s anwards; that 1s under
both the SLFP regime and the
present UMNP  regime. Far from

embracing In its ranks the SLFP
leadership, any real struggzle by
the Left should not merely bypass
but alse be directed against chis
bourgecis formation. The struggle
should surely be against the de-
pendent big bourgeois ruling class,
fractions of which wield hegemony
within and through boeth the UNP
and the SLFP. It is absurd to
struggle against the UNP salely,
rather than the UNP and SLFP
co-equaliy, simply because the spin
of the electoral roulecce wheel has
placed the UMP rather than the
SLFP. (the other bourgeois politi-
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cal formatlon) in power, Redu-
cing, or more correctly, diverting
the anti-imperialist, anti-capi-
talist struggleinto an exclusively
anti-UMNP struggle aids the class
that stands behind the UNP,
since it leaves intact its alter-
native candidate, the SLFP,
The fundamental questlon of the
bourgecisie's class rule remains
unsolved and Indeed unposed.

All the super-subtle distinctions
concerning the SLFP's 'Rightwing',
‘Leftwing' and ‘Centre’; between
lts ‘leadership’ and Its *base’, do
not enter the picture when the
discusslon concerns the UNP. And
why not! Surely what Is sauce
far the gander is sauce for the
goose as welll Why the special
preference for the SLFP? Is It just
that middle-aged, middle-class,
male leaders of the Left movement
have a deep seated psychological
need to be under the protection
of astrong matriarchal figure!

The assertion that the SLFP
represents the ‘natlenal bourgeci-
sle’ as opposed to the UNP which
represents the compradore, and
the statement that the 5LFP is
‘progressive’ or ‘democratic’ (as
opposed to the UMNP which is
fascistic), have yet to be deman-
trated by analysis on the terraln
of political economy, sociclogy and
political science,  All these charac-
terizatlons contained some truth
In the past {1950's and mlid 19&0's),
but in the last one and a half
decades, the national bourgeoisie
has undergeone a process of com-
pradorefication and has emerged
as a neg-comprador (dependent)
monopolly beurgeoisie, which, in
the context of severe economic
erlsls, Is abridging bourgeols de-
mocracy and tending towards neo—
fascism (dependent fascism). The
process began under SLFP rule
in the 1970's, is being continued
under the UNP and could be
taken to completion by either
party or an alliance of sections
of both,

The struggle against neo—colonla-
lism and neo-fascist tendencies,
that is to say, the struggle for
national independence and demo-
cracy, must take the form of a
struggle againt this d€pendent
bourgeols «class. The Left and
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working class forces have to raise
high the banners of Mational Inde-
pendence, Democracy and Socialism
— banners under which neicther the
UNP nor SLFP can or should be
permitted to raise. The anti-
imperialist, anti-fascist  struggle
must be carrled outagalnst boch
the UMP and SLFP. [ccannot be
carried out In the <ompany of,
still less In conjunction with, one,
against the other. Of courss those
who wave the red banner {or the
Red Book) only to cling to the
blue sari-pota, will disagree vehe-
mently.

What then of the IVP! Thay
have been accused of talling behind
or caollaborating with the UNP,
but almost all their accusers speak
from positions to  right of the
JWP, In a context in which there
is a significant political space to
the left of that party, The IVP
Is now a curlous admixture of right-
revisionist  parllamentarism  and
ulcra-left sectarianpism, just as it is
of abstract (neo-Trotskyst) inter-
natlenallsm and social chauvinism,
Yet, few Left parties have the
moral right or credibility to
criticize the JVP for collusion
with the UMP, since they them-
selves are colluding even more
blatantly with the SLFP.

The {Maoist) Janatha Sangamaya,
sections of the CPSL and a clutch
of Trotskylst groups are, sadly
enaugh, the only exceptions. The
CPSL could have capitalized on tha
IWP's Isolation in the luns actions,
had it stuck firmly to its recently
proclaimed anti-capitalist line,  But
instead of this, it tied Itself up
in knots by calling for unity in
action of all anti-UNP  poiltical
parties {Including the SLFP) on luns
Sth and writing to the leadership
of the SLFP, to help combat its
substitute, the UMNP; The CPSL's
contortions resuleing  from  its
being impaled on the horns of a
politlco-theoretical  dilemma, has
elicited glggles from the LSSP,
which s consistent at least in its
epportunism, Thus the promise
and porential of the CPSL's “*hard-

line" is as vyecunfulfilled. In fact
there are significant signs that
under pressure from the T. U.

bureaucracy, sections of the CPSL
hierarchy have already begun to
recreat slowly and surreptitiously
from the Positions of the Central

Committee/Politburo  special ses-
sion's self-criticism (as reproduced
In the party's Internal bulletin at
the time), as well as from the
positions of the Xlth Congrass
Political Repert.

Though it Is fraught with Treny,
we may say that the JYP has
played no small part In the SLFP's
angaing revival. By breaking up
tha 5 party Left bloc and per-
petuating the disunity of the left
movement, the JVP has only en-
hanced the credibility of the SLFP
as the main alternative to the
UME. Confronted with afragmented
and bickering lefr, the stature of
the SLFP is automatically enhanced
in the minds of the masses. Though
it now acknowledges that, In the
context of the present economic
crisis, the capltalist class can ne
longer rule  within the <confines
of bourgecis democracy the IVP
also claims that there does not
exist In 5ri Lanka today, the
objective necessity for a united
frent of the Left! This contradic-
tion [s glaringly obvious In the
resolutions passed at its  first
Congress, But there |s none so
blind as he who will not see, The
feroclous sectarianism of the JVP
plays directly into the hands of
the right apportunists of the LS5P,
who prefer zn alliance with the SLFP
(i. e. renewed service in the employ
of its imperious old mistress) to
the campany of assorted bearded
young ‘aliens'. The J¥YP and LSSP
are thus cwo perfectly complemen-
tary sides of the same coin,
splitting the Left and thereby
strengthening the SLFP —the for-
mer helps the SLFP uncansciously
and objectively; the later' cons-
ciously and subjectively,

Perhaps there are rational ele-
ments [n the VP leadership who
parceive this, but the JVP dilemma
is mot an easy one to resolve
either. Their sectarian war cries
appeal to the psychology of the
party's petty bourgeois youth base.
However, employment Imperatives
may drive these self-same youth
into the 5LFP camp as 1983 approa-
ches, while the rest may desert
In draves if Wijeweera fails to
fulfil his promise and prevent a
SLFP victery in '83'84. To block
the SLFP, the IVPF cannot fight
alone, It needs to stand at the

(Continned on page 18}



MORE ENCOUNTERS

by Nihal Perera

he landlards old and new

arrived, The M. P. now movead
aver te them. In a moment he
had invited a deozen of us ta his
Jeep and we were travelling
ACrOSS the sectlement — past
newly barbed wired lands and
deserced stretches which he ro-

peatedly termad were the sites
far his maodel houses. It was
indeed a ctreat to watch this
talented lawyer deal with the
gathering, representative of

almost all classes in the peninsula
—-a feat which Is so ably exe-
cuted by his party as well. At
ane paint he would be talking
to the villagers, then whispering
ta the landlerds, driving home
a paint te the youths and even
remembering to summarise macters
for me. "You are indeed a great
absorber M. P, "'l ventured once
the tour was over and we had
come back to the starting point,
"I can new understand what
happened to poor Y. P "Yes',
ke sald with a smile, “we absorb
everyane arcund wus. He was
net  exaggerating.  And  having
drunk some moru which he had
thaughtfully  brought aleng, he
climbed into his jeep and left,
his rising — sun flag flutcering in
the air.

We — the villagers, the youths
and | — naw sat down under the
palmyrah trees to discuss 'T.he
problems at Issue. But before
that, a word about the organisers

of the ‘field seminar’ — the youths,
They have each cne of them at
some  stage or other, actively

warked for their cherished goal
of Tamil ‘Eelam and  suffered
physically In the process. They
are today grouped together in
an orgznization called, ARAVELY
FORATTAM KULU which loosely
translated means "Non — Yialent
Direct Action Group.' In the
face of the severs repressicn un-
leashed on them, these youths
have arrived at a decision to
modify the methods they have
adopred =c far, though not of
course, their goal. They have
also realized the need to work among

the people and indeed learn from
them. Henca thelr
in issues such a5 cthose of Verm-
barai. In fact they had spearheaded
the move to block the evictien
of depressed caste tenants I‘ECEDH‘I{
from another village — Punnalaikut-

invalvement

tuvarn, True they were not highly
versed in  Marxist theary as |
found out at a discussion at
Comrade N's house at Kopay

later in the day. But it is my
firm bellef that here was material
which, if properly directed,
would be’ an asset to any revolu-
tionary party.

The problems of Vermbarai
(which are by no means peculiar o

it} which 1 was able to piece
together from the explanations
of the A P, K. youths and

Mahalingam, the 36 year old bare
— bodied natural leader of the
‘Pallar’ people of the village, could
briefly be stated as follaws. Their
roots stretch to the recent ab-
narmal

increases Iin  land  wvalues
throughout the peninsula. This
situation is aggravated by those
returning from abroad, wanting
to invest in land in their home
areas. (I am rtold chat in addition

to professonals and migrants to
Mid - East some 5,000 youths hava
so far gone in search of work
to West Germany!) This process
Is naturally striking the very roots
ef the remaining feudal structures
in the peninsula, ‘Landlards' whao
were content with the excraction
of free services from depressed
caste Cenants occupying even in-
fertile tracts, are now havering
with title deeds and pushing
claims to lands which they had
hardly bothered to lock at for
decades. Events like evictions
and house burnings cthat recantly
took place in Chavakachcheri are
the inevitable resulcs.

The legal claimants to the land
at  Vermbarai  are members
of 3 Malavarai (Mudaliyar) family
possesing a reputation  extending
beyond the area, as patrons of

education. The presant occuplers
— the villagers — descend  from
those that were sectled In  this

land a century or so ago by chis
family. Thelr relatianship had
essentially  been feudal, with
the villagers performing various
labour services (free labour at
weddings and funerals,
pulsory labour on tha
properties ere.,} in rewurn  faor
the right of settlement. They
were In addition bonded setclers
who were not free o leave che
village. Though the peocple of
Wermbarai were never in  any
sense cultivators (they earn their
living from fish wvending and
toddy-tapping) they had over the
years developed the rock strewn,
inferclie land. In facc the segmant
occupied by the villagers was
now in an  ideal state for
cultivation,  According to  the
youths this land could today fetch
as much as Rs [0,000/- per iacham
or parapu (about /16 of an acre)
In comparisem to the unaccupied
and thersfore undevelopad sector
where the price would not be
anything more than Rs. 3000/-.
(Over 300 families ozzupy the
400 odd lanchams that constitute
the village). The landawners were
now in an unhaly hurey to  ob-
tain vacant poassession of the land,
especially the developed segror —
and | was able to spot a number
of potential buyers hovering in
the vicinity that very merning.

and com-
landlord’s

Apart from legal means the
landowners were now . resorting
to  various ruses to push che
villagers out. Firstly a mave s
afoot to block all paths leading
to the under the
gulse that these ware unautharised
clearings. Secondly fines are |m-

settlemsnt
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posed on the cutting of leaves
from the palmyrah trees, which
the villagers proudly point  out
had been planted by their fore-
fathers, Work on a temple and
a library under construction by
the wvillagers have been forcibly
halted. A ban has been enforced
on the construction of permanent
structures and a villager Is now
facing trial for putting up a house
with a cemented floor, | ‘was
taken to witness a pathetic sight
of a 60 year old, one-legged
person, father of & children-
Kathiran —salvaging materials from
his house which had been pulled
down on account of his having
put up an ‘“‘unauthorised” fence.
The latest methed of harassment
adopted was the non-issue of
food stamps to the villagers —a
sure indication that governmant
officials were not very neutral
on this Issue.

The willagers and Mahalingam
were full of praise for the AP.K,
youths, They had done the Im-
possible — brought the M, P. to
the willage! Buc what of itf
The youths quite correctly were
cynical of what could be achleved
through him. In fact his tactics
were not very difficult to fathom,
He was urging the villagers to
move thelr huts to the undeveloped
segment. This he loftily promised
wauld be turned In te a Model
Village with Premler Premadasa’s
ald (as his colleague Rajalingam
is attempting te do in the highly
paliticalised Melliaddy area). Thus
the landowners would be able to
sell the developed land at fancy
prices and in addition obtain
a slzeahle sum as compensation
from the government for the un-
developed land! Everybody would
then be happy and Kopay would
again  have as its M. P., the
brilliant lawyer cum theoretician
Mr. Kathiravelupillai.

As T. remarked [ater on while
analysing the merning's events
at Keopay. — "Our M. P. may be a
charming and clever absorber.
But he would soon learn that
there are limits to this kind of
politics’, Perhaps the |k of
A. P. K. and Comrade Mahalingham
would prove this some day — in
the not too distant future,
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CHINA AND MAQ

Icann-::ut permit Chintaka's com-
ments on my article on "“'China
and Mac" te go without a reply
although | do not want to take
part in an extenslve debate.

Chintaka does not agree  wich
the carrect Marxist-Leninist
thesis, so clearly enunciated by
both Lenin and Mao, that classes

and, therefere, class struggles
continue to exist even after the
socialist  revolution. Fallowing

from his incorrect assumption he
does not zgree with the view of
Marxist-Leninists  that capicallsm
has been restored In the Seviet
Linien and is being restored in
China, There is ne point In
quoting Stalin to  me on  this
point because it is precisely on
this point that | think Stalin
erred,

Let us, therefore, go back to
Lenin. In  his famous book,
“Left-wing Communlsm, An Infan-
tile Disorder’, Lenin sald: *'The
dictatorship of the proletariat s
a mast determined and mest ruth-
less war waged by the new class
against a more powerful enemy,
the bourgecisie, whose resistance
is increased tenfold by its aver
throw ({even if only in cne coun-
try), and wheose power lies not
anly in the strengch of internatio-
nal capital, In the strength and
durability eof the International
connections of the bourgecisie,
but alse in the force of habit,
in the strengeh of small preduction,
For, un fortunately small production
is still very, very widespread In
the world and small production
engenders capitalism and bour-
geoisie continuosly, daily, hourly,
spontaneously, and on 2 mass
scale. For all these reasons the
dictatorship of the prolecariat s
essential, and victery over the
bourgesisie Is Impossible withaut
2 long, stubborn and desperate
war of life and death, a war
demanding perseverance, (ndami-
tableness and unity of will”

In another of his famous works,
“The proletarian Revolution and
the Renegade Kautsky", Lenin
says: "“The transiticn ‘f;am capi-
talism to communism represents

an entire historical epoch, Uncll
this epoch has been terminated,
the exploiters wlill  Inevitably
cherish the hope of restoration,
and this hope will be converted
Into  attempts at restoratiom
And after their first serious de-
feat, the overthrown exploltors =
who had never expected thelr
overthrow, who never believed [t
passible, who would not permit
the thought of it — will throw
themselves with tenfold energy,
with furious passion and hatrad
grown a hundredfold, inta the
battle for the recovery of their
lost “paradise’, for their families

who had been leading such a
sweet and easy life and whom
now the “comman herd" is con-

demning to ruin and destitution
...... In the wake of the capi-
talist exploitars will bé found the
broad masses of the petty bour-
geoisie, to whom wvacillation and
hesitation the historical experienca
of every country for decades
bears witness — one  day they
march behind the prelecariat, the
next day they will rtake fright
at the difficulties of the revolution,
become panic-stricken at the first
dafeat or semi-defear of the
workers;...."

To quote Lenin again: “Yes,
by overthrowing the landowners
and the bourgeocisie we cleared
the way but we did not build
the edifice of soeiallsm, On the
graund cleared of one bourgeois
generation, new gensrations con-
tinually appear In histary, as long
as the ground gives rise to them,
and it does give rise to any
number of bourgeois."

Thus Lenin, quite clearly poin-
ted aut that classes are not
eliminated with the socialist re=
volution; that the deposed bour-
geolsle is, in face, strangér than

the victarious prolecariat;  that
small praductlon engendérs capis
talism and the bourgeocisia con-
tinuously; that the overthrown
exploiters will make frenzied
attempes  to  regain their lost
“paradise’; and that the entire

histarieal epoch of transition from
capitalism te communism  will
witness 3 long, stubborn and

® A reply
by M. Sanmugathasan

desparate war of life and daath
berween the ©wo  classes. |t
might be pointed out that no
where In the world has commu-
nism been established yet,

What must be stressed [s that
it is rélatively edsiér to physically

overthrow  the landierds  and
capitalists and to confiscate their
proparty. However, coffiscation

of their property does ngt ameunt
ta confiscation of thé reactio-
nary ideéas in their riinds.
Baily sad  hourly  théy are
always dreaming of a come-back,
At some stage, they attempt to
convert their dreams into attempts
at restoracion. At the same time,
néw  bourgdols elements ara
coming incd  axistence, Thease
arise from the privileged sections
of the workers and the Parcy
and the state organs who are
corrupted by the bourgeois style
af life. As Yao Wen-yuan wrote
UThe existence of bourgeais in-
flugnce and the eéxistence of the
Influence of |dtérnational imperia-
lism and  Favisicnism  are che
palitical and Ideological source of
the new bourgesis elements,
while the existence of bourgeols
right provides the vital economic
basis for their emergence,”

This Is

theary and it

Was
Ehis theory tHat was put Inco
practicé in the Soviet Unlan
after Scalin’s dedth. To say chis
is not to belictle &icher Lanin
ar  Stalin. Te say that the

Second [rterdational had degene-
rated to révisionism by the time
of the Second Warld War s nac
to  belittle its founder, Engles.
The Soviet Union of today hbears
no résemblence to the Soviet Unian
of Lénin and Stalin. 1| give a
few edamiples. Khrushchov enlarged
the private plocz af collective
farmiers from { acre to 4 acre-
thus further engendering capitalism
in  the countryside (Instead of
restricting them and finzlly elj-
minating them). Macerial incentives
far incredsed production  were
Introduced: Fdrzign monagpolies,
lilke Fiat, were allowad to irvest
capital and expldit Soviet |dhour
and take away profiss.  Sovietr
éapital was invested abroad e, g.
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France. As a political consequence
of the restoration of capitalism
and Its development into  Soviet
monopaly capitzl and Soviet Im-
perialism took place the aggression
against Czecheslokla and  Afgha-
nistan and Soviet support to
facist Ethiopla's war against the
Eritrean Matienalists,

Chintaka wants to know how
the restoration of capitalism could
have been effected without viclence
or revolution. Surely, peaple have
heard of the strategy of “taking
the fortress frem within”, of palace
coups where change of personnel at
the top led to change right down
the line. WWhat happened In
the Soviet Union was a palace
coup. But It was not without
an element of farce. This was
provided by the Minister of De-
fence, Marshal Zhukovy —the only
professional, milicary man te hold
that post up to that time. He
was a war hero but had been
demoted by Stalin because of his
Bonapartist tendencles, to which
Khrushchov himself was to testify
later in his “Memoirs”. In mid-
lune 1957, Khrushchov found him-
self in a 4:7 minority inside
the Pelitical Bureau but refused
to resign and centinued to  fili-
buster till his friend, Zhukav,
air-lifted proe-Khrushcoy members
ef the Central Commitree in
army transport planes to Moscow
and  procured a majority for
Khrushchov. Zhukov threw the
entire weight of the Soviet mili-
tary establishment on to the
side of Khrushchov.

In China, the four leaders who
supported  Mao  were arrested
without even the decision of the
standing commictee of the Politi-
cal Bureau, As Martin  Nicolaus
says In his book, "Restoration of
Capitalism in the USSR, *“With-
out a doubt, his (Khrushchov's)
power grew out of the barrel of
a gun; only, not the gun of the
revolutionary soldiers and peasants,
but the gun of a bourgecls
officer corps.”

| would respectfully
Chintaka not to ask me respect
the views of people like B. T.
Ranadive or Wang Ming, both of
wham were and are renegades
from Marxism-Leninism “and did
enormous damage to the commu-

request
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hist movements of their respective
cauntries, As for the criticlam
about the Great Proletarian Cul-
tural Revelution, It was not a
political revolution  against  the
bureaucracy, It was an attempt
to seize back a part of the state
super-structure which had been
taken over by the capitalist-readers
inside the Chinese Communist
Party. [t was the greatest mass,
revolutionary movement that the
world had seen. It was an attempt
to safeguard and strengthen the
dictatarship of the Preletariat In

China, ta prevent China from
changing colour and from going
the way the Soviet Union had

gone and to preseve China 2as a
base for world revolution. |t was
the greatest intellectual ferment
that the world has seen.

There is no peint in  gquoting
the CPSU, the present Chinese
leadership or the Yietnamese CP
on the Cultural Revalution. They
are all madern revisionists who
are gullty only recently of un-
justified aggression agalnst their
nalghbours —cha first against Af-
ghanistan, the second, against
Vietnam and the third against
Kampuchea, You can hardly expsct
aggressors to have correct ideas
abour the Cultural Revolution. To
them, It was anathema. Ruling
parties are not always correct.
As for Enver Hoxha, | have per-
scnally listened to  his  effusive
praise ef the Cultural Revolution.
His wvolta face can neicher be ex-
plained nor excused.

As for the theory about World
Revolution, Chintaka wants to
know where It differsfrom Trotsky's
theory of Permanent Revolution,
It Is quite simple. Trotsky's
theory postulated that the bour-
geois democratic  revolution in
Bussia would evolve into a soci-
alist revolution and that the latter
revolutlon could be safeguarded
only on the arena of international

revolution. History did not quite
turn up this way,  Soclalism
triumphed in one country first

and, then, in a2 number of other
coyntries  later although world
revolution has not arrived. What
the theary of World Revolution
postulates is that che final guaran-
tee for the success of sociallsm
in one or & number of countries
depends on the final victory of

world revalution. If the latter Is
delayed and  socialist countries
are forced o exist in a2 world
where Imperialist countries domi-
nate, the possibility exists of
imperialism corrupting sociallsm —
as has already happensd.

The correct position has been
stated by Mao as fallaws @ “Acco-
ding to the Leninist viewpoint,
the final wvictery of a sccialist
country not only requires the
efforts of the proletarlat and the
broad masses of the peeople at
home, but also depsnds an  the
victery of world revolution and
the abolition of the system of
exploitation of man by man on
the whole globe upon which all
mankind will be emancipated,"

Finally, let me say that | de-
fanded Stalin  and all that was
correct in his wviews and actions
lang, long before Chintaka tock
to political journalism. | have no
need to make a choice betweesn
Scalin and Mac or Maoism. Let
me also ask Chintaka not o
warry about my alleged isolatlon.

| have never counted heads, Mor
am | golng to do so now. In
Sri Lanka, If you want to be
with the majority, one should
joln the UMP or the SLFP —if
you follow Chintaka's logic. But

| prefer to stick to my princlples.

The SLFP...
[(Cantinued from page i)
head of a wunited Left formation,

like India's CP (M) does atpresent,
Yet, its sectrarialsm prevents It
from achieving this. The circle
is a viclous ocne,

A convergence of the radicalized
CP5L {or, of the CPiL's radicals)
and the rational sections of the
WP, is perhzps the best hope for
the emergence of an anti-capitalist
{antl-UMP/SLFP) but non-sectarian
Lefr alternative, i.e.a kind of
Lankan CP (M). But this wunfortu-
nately Is a very long shot. The
likelier prospect is che UNP re-
maining In power or the recrude-
sance of tha SLFP with a lang ‘left’
‘tail', anda fresh coat of pink var-
nish, And either prospect should
heartily sicken any progressive, for
that elusive “left unity” would
finally be achieved in a very con-
crete form—in the prisons and
grave yards of this country.



In defence of Uthumaneni

by ]. Uyangoda
665 P THUMANEND is dange-

rous and illusory, says
Touchstone, For him, it is some-
thing about individual revenge —an
individual resslution of social
conflicts (L. G. Feb [5). Mr. H. A.
Seneviratne alse has a  similar
criticism. “Uthumaneni® fails to
be convincing as regards “its
proclaimed protest  against Injus-
tice.."” (L. G. April I)— Another
lesser known critic has  serious
doubts about the "Social injustice
portrayed in  the film." (L. G.
Jume 1), MNow comes Mr. W,
layasiri seeking to enlighten us
on Marxist agsthetics and “reality'.
He concludes on an  apocalyptic
note that *Uthumaneni® re=Intro-
duces the miliew of Seuth Indian
cinema tradition which may destroy
at one blow “what we have
tried to  norture  with  great
difficulty over a long pericd.”
(L. G. June [5)— Mot only the
Sinhala cinema, but cinema cri-
ticism is also in crisis, according
to Mr. layasiri.

Do these critles seriously and
honestly think that Siripala (the
main character In “Uthumaneni®’)
should have joined the revolu-
tionary wvanguard party of the
proletariac and launched a struggle
against  the capiralist  system,
instead of stabbing to death these
who raped his sister? Looking
frem Siripala’s point of view, it
Is no doubt that his revenge s
merely an individual solution,
What else can he do when he is
confrented with a  grim  reality
which offers no solution In the
accepted avenues of religion, law
etc! In arder not to “distract
attention frem the social changes

that are  actually  necessary”
(Touchstone) should he wait till
1984 to  vote for Comrade

Wijeweera at the next Presidential
elections! Or should he contribute
to the “KAMKARU MAVATHA"
Party Fund 'not to allow the
film producers to be the real
viccors™. (Jayasiri) In “Uthuma-
neni’* Siripalz is not as contrived
and artificial as our criics want
him te be. On the contrary,

he is true to his character. It
15 3 wvulgar kind of Interpretation
ta say that Siripala’s killing of
four culprits who were exonerated

by the courts serves only the
psychological  satisfactlon of the
audience. Siripala is compelled

to take that personal revengs by
the logic af circumstances and
events, And the four “villains",
for Sirlpala, are net merely four
individuals but also the most
approximate personifications of
a whole array of hostile and
unsympathetic forces. That is
precisaly why this *“personal
revenge’” has something beyond
personal. Moreover, Siripala's
decision to  kill the four men
symbelises a definite rupture from
the religious passivity under which
he was nurtured as a peaceful,
and  harmless  villager.  And
therefore It is misleading to
perceive that Siripala’s quadruple

murder s merely an escapist
kind of finale.
A criticism  that  has  been

levelled againse “Uthumaneni® Js
that it does not portray social
injustice. According ta my opinion,
the film exposes aspects of the
oppressive reality of our social
system In three ways. Firstly, the
animesity that Baby Mahaththaya
has against Siripala and his family

which is  based on property
interests of the village land owner
— politician.  Thus, ‘Uthumaneni’

pertrays {of course, with limitations)
an aspect of the class struggle
in the village in an undistoreed
way quite distinct frem maost of
the trashy and “elitist”” films
with rural sectings. Secondly, It

Is a grlm revalation of the
Injustice of the bourgeois legal
systerm which serves power and
privilege. Thirdly, for the first

time in Sinhala elnema, it exposes
one illusory aspect of the dominant
ideclogy of our society that Is,
the religious passivity and pacifism.
True enough, Gamini Fonseka
may have not  effected  this
exposure consciously and delibera-
tely. Despite the fact that Gamini
Fonseka is a dissident or disap-

pointed bourgeois pelitical person-
ality, his sensitivity to human
cendition brings chese three aspects
to the surface. As H. A, Sene-
viratne correctly says we some-
times do not see what is! H. A 's
own comments on “Uthumaneni”
are a good example,

Can one appreciate, let alone
evaluate, any artistic creation by
reducing Its theme and story to
a set of simple statements. This
Is the first question ane should
azsk from Mr. Jayasiri, having read
the wvery first paragraph of his
article (L. G. June 15). Mot only
a lesser cinematic werk like
‘Uthumaneni®, but also a great
novel  llke  “Anna  Karenina"
becomes a mere formulz when
its plot Is reduced to absurdity.
In this Jayasirish way, in Pathiraja's
“Bambaru Avith” too, there |s
a village, a poor fisherman family,
a rich Mudalali ete. The poor
family consists of ‘“dharmishta's
living quietly and minding ctheir
own business, where as the rich
Mudalali spends every minute In
doing wrong with his acolytes.
{W. layasiri himself, aptly enough,
plays the role of one of them!)
He s corrupt, decadent and
barbarous —in shorr, ‘adharmisca’
so on and so forth. But, to my
knowledge no critic (with the
exception of H. A, Seneviratne)
has been unkind or vulgar enough
to lock at “Bambaru Avith" in
such an absurd and reductienist
way. layasiri's method of reductio
and absurdum has prevented him
from understanding even the finest
points in “Uthumaneni™,

layasiri's  harsh  verdict on
“Uthumaneni” Is perhaps based
on a kind of subjective attitude
towards the film maker rather

than the film.

As far as the entire history of
Sinhala cinema js concerned, there
had been two dominant trends,
The first was the trashy cinema
—the mirror reflection of South
Indian  cellulold dream world.
The other is, what one may call,
the  “elitist"  cinema, mainly

12



represented by Lester James

Pieris. Besides these two trends,
there has been developing a
third trend since the early

1970°s which | may call “The
alternative Sinhala cinema® — a
precursor  of a  (“Sarungale”)
Wasantha Obeysekera and now
Gamini Fonsela with *'Uthumaneni®
represent, according to my view,
this alternative trend. Whar s
new In this trend s not merely
ar malnly the technical achieve-
ments of the film-makers, but
the social relevance of the these,
This® Is what is most Important
whatever the shortcomings as far
as «cinematic feorm Is concerned,
| unhesitatingly include “Uthuma-
neni' in this alternative category
mainly because of the power of
itg theme and che subject matter,

As regards  critics, such as
Touchstons,  who allege  that
“Uthumaneni’’ daoes not go beyond
the ' individual satisfaction of a
“lone avenger” or that it does
not” draw attention to the collapse
of ‘the bankrupt capitalist system,
1 strengly  recommend  Reggle
Siriwardene’s - arcicle antitled
“Pathiraja, Politics and Cinermna®
that appeared in the Lanka
Guardian several months back.
Reggie Siriwardene, ene of our
maost sensitive, Marxist ariented
literary eritics, has this to say,
(paraphrasing ene of Engels
scatements) regarding a  certain
criticism levelled against ‘Bambaru’,

“As. far the view that the
ending Is defeatist, | think one is
back here to the question whether
art should portray reality as it

is or as one would, wish it to
be. The gulf of communication
between the =alienated lefr-wing

Intellectual and the village fisher-
men (in *“*Bambaru Avith”) Is

part of the reality that the
film maker sees, Within that
situation and within the
community that the film

portrays, it would be unreal to
smuggle in 2 hopeful solution.
Mo more than the novelist is
the film maker obliged to
serve on a platter the future

historical resolution of the
social conflicts which he
describes ™ (L. G. Auguse |5,

1978 page |7 —emphasis added)
20

An insurrection...
(Continwed fram page 1o}

days later Alr Ceylon flew in
nine tans of military equipment
which the Soviet Unlon had made
available “from supplies In Caire,
Cn 20ch April Soviet Alr Force
Antanoy transporcs flew In a set
of Kamov helicopters., The next
day the Antonovs brought in six
MiG=17s, On May 6th the USSR
announced that it was providing
Soviet armoured cars  to Sri
Lanka. ©n cthe 2lst and 22nd
of April, Australia and Yugoslavia
announced their decision te send
in-arms and equipment.

This sudden Influx of arms and
ammunition rapidly altered the
balance against the IWP. Thse

Army took Yugoslav artillery inta
Kegalle to flush out the rebels.
By the end' of May the insurrec-
tion -was completely crushed., The
IWP had no strategy for pro-
tracted warfare, nor had they the
arganisation for guerilla warfare,

This JYP uprising led to the
emergence of a powerful, influen-

tial and ruchless armed force,
It broke the back of the Left
parcies  which were  crapped

politically by the Insurrectian
which they could only denouncs
at the coscof long—term influence.
The SLFP was j:olated from the
electorate due to the harsh measures
adopted — curfew, censorship, trial
without jury, poscponement of
elections, suspension of habeas
eorpus and other civil rights.

_The uprising questioned tha
efficacy of a parllamentary system

that <ould not dccomodate @
generation of eduecated  youth,
nor' keep - politicians aware of
their needs and strengths. The
mass  parties  like cthe LNP,
SLFP,” LSSP and CP seemed to
have no place for them., The'

J¥P charge that leaders in Parlia-
ment were of a different ¢lass
and therefore they themselves of

a different subeculture, seemed
valid now. @
It is alse  Engels who said

somewhere else that the portrayal
of real conditions of society alone
suffices to shatcer the optimism
of the existing social authority.
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DR. 5. A. WICKREMASINGCHE

Sri Lanka’s first Marxist

ARAGALATAKA ATHI-

| THAYA — Life and Times of
Dr. 8. A, Wickremasinghe by
Ranaweera Leslie  Gunawardene.
Pragathi Press, 1ofo

he Marxist movement of the

island, though it produceda
core of dedicated leaders in the
course of Its histery in the last
forty years, falled to give birth
to a weli documented and compre-
hensive history, The mavement,
however, claims ownership to a
rich storehouse of source material
consisting of pamphlets, booklets
and documents. The only question
fs whether they have been pre-
served In the respective party
archives. The writer is aware that
certain Individuals, who once held
key positions within  the move-
ment, possess some of these ma-
terlals and neicher the reseacher
nor the general reader could find
access to them, A compre-
hensive history as well as biogra-
phical works on  the colourfyl
personalities of the Left — Phillip,
MM, Dr. 5. A, Wickremasinghe and
Caolvin —need to be published In
the interest of posterity. It
above zll, has a special relevance
at this juncture because of the
attempt by a vociferous sectjon
of the emerging ‘new Left’ to
deliberately minimise the contri-
butions and cthe Impact of the
‘old guard® of the Island's Marxist
Movement,

Prof, Leslie Gunawardene, in his
own right as a historlan and a
Left wing Intellectual cum activist,
hazs made use of the lIfe and times
of Dr. 5. A, Wickremasinghe to write
the history of the first Important
phase of the Left movement of
Sri Lanka. Prof. Gunewardene's
study, though it'concentrates mainly
on one of the leading plonzers of
the island’s Marxist movement, is
certainly a scholarly attempr to
assess the importance of the Left
wing movement, in the modern
history of SriLznka. Prof. Gune-
wardene deserves our ~praise for

fe. 5. A Wickremuasinghe
hiz schaolarly analysis of the rele

of the Left in Its early peried.
Though several studies examined
the origin of the Left wing poll-
tics in the Donoughmore period,
they suffered from the drawback
that the respective authors failed
te consult all the avallable sources,
specially the pleathoraof pamphlets,
newspapers and booklets in Sri
Lanka. The Marxist movement,
from Its very Inception in the early
thirtles, used the medium of the
main national language to ralk
polities to the ordinary masses of
this country and this contribution
of theirs, along with the wide
variety of Sinhala phrases and terms
which they introduced into the
political vecabulary of the masses,
provided the impetus to boch
politieal participation and mobili-
sation. The effect of chis process
was first seen during the Donough-
more period and It was accelerated
during the subsequent decade. No
bourgeois histarian was able to
succassfully assess the significance
of this vital current In the history
of 5ri Lanka,

Prof. Gunewardene, more in the
spirit of a historian whose rtask
is to debunk semz of the views
of his colleagues In the profession.
has written the biography of Dr,

5. A. Wickremesinghe in so schol-
arly 2 fashien that it places the left
mavement in the correct historical
Ferspective. One simply has to
read this book on Dr. 5. A, to get
a clear picture of the role and
tasks of the Leit movement in the
past three decades. The emphasis,
in the main has been to demons-
trate the effect of the Left move-
ment In the areaof national inde-
pondence and anti~imperialism,
The processes through which the
country achieved national indepen-
dence was accelerated by the mili-
tant forces of the Left which
successfully involved the participa-
tion of both warkers and peasantry
in mass politics. D, SA's entry
inte the first Donoughmere State
Council In 1931 heralded a new
era in leglslative politics for the
simple reason that it was he alone
who led a struggle against both
Imperialists  and  their national
agents, for the emancipation of
the oppressed classes of this coun-
try. Dr. S, A remained the single
Marxist inthe legislature dominated
by the elite whose only aim was
to retzin and control the power
of the State iIn the interest of
Imperialists =and  their national
agents. He utilised the floor of
the State Council to talk of the
peoples right for national indepen-
dance and also o look at the
numerous problems of a people
under colonial subjugation from
the point of view of Marxisim.
As an elected member of the State
Council, Dr. SA toock the grie-
vances of the peaple before this
limited legislature and demsnded
legislation to selve the problems
which affliated the peopic in the
early thirtles.

Some of the most basic soclal
and economic rights, which the
ordinary masses enjoy toeday,
reached the statute book largely
as a result of the pianeering efforts
made by Or, §. A, wha saw In the
atttempt to Impose British politi-
cal institutions on Sri Lanka, a
relationship co the forms of colenial
economic exploitation. In 1933,
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he, while spezking on the subject
ef constitutionzl reform, remarked
that politicai control by the peo-
ple could be achieved only *by
organising the people of this
country to fight ona organised
basis to win for our poor work-
man and the poor peasant his
economic freedem, the absence
of which is the roct cause of
our political subjugation.™ (State
Council Hansard Vel, 11 1933).
This amply demonstrates that the
forum of the legislature was scized
to raise issues close te the hearts
of the masses of the country.
Deviating from the conventional
political jargen of the elitist poli-
ticlans who envisaged nothing
beyond constitutional reforms  be
used such phrases as ‘the organised
masses’ and ‘'the reactionaries’.
The nationalist issues, which later
became significant In the political
history of the country, attracted
the early attention of the pioneering
Marxist, Dr. 5. A, An example is
the rejuvenation of Ayurveda. |t
was Dr.5. A, who suggested that
Ayurvedic  physicians should be
allowed to give evidence in court;
he alse wanted the Ayurveda
college to be given a recognised
status. In this way, he pioneered
the cause of the community of
Ayurvedic physicians of this coun-
try. Education, Labour and Health
Services attracted his attention
and he was able to impress upoh
the legislature, the need to intro-
duce changes and improve the
available facilities. The social
welfare measures, whichare now
under attack by a regime which
does not rocognise social wel-
fare as a prerequisite of econo-
mic development, entered the
statute book primarily due to
the impact of the Left move-
ment, and Dr. 5. A, in this
context, played a mostsignificant
role in the first State Council.

The emergence of the Left
movement, apart from its historle
rele in the last four decades,
was the most important factor
In the process of political moder-
nisation of 5ri Lanka. The forma-
tion of the LSSP in 1935 and the
activities which immediately pre-
ceded the emergence of the first

radical political party have been
examined by Prof. Guifwardens

who, has revealed a lot of inter-
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resting and useful infarmation on
the early phase of the Marxist
movement, DOr. 5A's stodenc days
in London and his close relation-
ship with the Indian student
community zre replete with in-
formation useful to the study of
the early phase of the movement.
The auther, by focussing on this
aspect, helps in the education of
the present day youth In regard

to the early, militant, phase of
the Left movement. ‘Mational
independence’ and  ‘Seclalism’

became the main slogans of this
colitical party which according te
the suthour, played a vital role
in the policical development of the
country. Theideclagical differances,
which surfaced during the World
War 1l, brought azbout a splic
and It was this which gave birch
to the Communist Party with Dr.
5. A, as jts  live-wire,  Though
both the Imperialists and their
national agents strived hard to
crush this Marxist parcy during
its formative days, Dr. 5. A, dedi-
eared himself wunremmittingly to
to the building up of a working
class party, The history of chis
period has been discussed In this
book in such a way so as tosee
that It helps all people who are
interested in the Left Movement.
The background to the understan-
ding, which developed between
the CP and the CHKNC in [943,
including theose domestic political
factors  which characterised this
entente, has been examined with
the discipline of a historian and
an attempt has been  made to
estzblish the view that the sole
purpose of this understanding was
to accelerate the process of the
struggle for national indepandence,
The militant trade union struggles
and the general expansion in the
activities of the Left gave birth
to a new policlcal situation in
1947 and it reached the peak stage
with the General Scrike. The 4th
Congress of the Communist Party,
which was held in 1950 at Matara, has
been examined primarily to drive
the point home that it was Dr. 5. A
who szpoke of the necessity of a

front to fight the UMNP. The
Hartal of 1953, the |9536 victory
of the MEP and the attitude of
the CP3L to the subsequent

changes were all part and parcel
of this strategy, about which
Cr. 5 A.and others of the CF

attempted to convince the remal-
ning forces of the lefe.  This
struggle for a broad front, gave
birth to the 1963 ULF which, In
effect, represented the most his-
toric achievement of the Left
movament. Praof. Gunewardene,
perhaps with a purpose, focusses
on the formation of the ULF
and sees as a milestane, He has
chosen te end his scholarly-cum-
political analysis of the story of
the Left at that point, The frag-
mentation which one sees inside
the ranks of the Lefo in the [970's
refleces  the Ideclogical disputes
and differences on tactics and
strategies. This book, therefore,
boecomes relevant for those forces
which aim te bring about unicy
within the ranks of the Movementc.

Prof. Gunewardene, though he
concentrates on Dr. 5A's rale as
the pioneer af the country’s Marxisc
mawement, has not neglected to

examine and assess some of his
ideas on  economic development,
induscrial development  and che

generation of hydro-electric power.
His writing on these subjects have
been discussed with a view to
emphasising that it is this leader
of the Left who first spoke of
the projects which are now being
launched as ideas emanating solely
from a wery different pgroup of
leaders. Dr. 5. A. understood the
need to harness the water rescurces
for develepment several decades
ago. Prof. Gunewardene’s
waork, though it concentrates
primarily on the biography of
Dr. 5. A. is, in all its facets, a
history of the Left movement
in first three decades. It, there-
fore, Is certain to  invice the
actencion of those people who
are interested in borth maodern
history of 5ri Lanka and the his-
tory of the Left mavement, which,
in its initlal phase, displayed the
character of a militant movement
without which the process for
natlanzl independence would not
have been accelerared. Dr. 5, Al
was undoubtedly one of the cantral
figures of che scruggle for national
independence. The best tribute,
which we can pay this "Grand Old
man' of the Left who dedicared his
entire life to the cause of the peo-
ples  emancipation Is to derive
inspirations from his “life and times’.

— Wiswa Warnapala
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WOOLF’s
eonard Woolf's second and
last novel, The Wise Virgins,

has recently been reprinted by

the Hogarth Press for the first
time since it was published in

1914. Although it appeared only

a year after The Village in the
Jungle, it is avery different kind

of novel. lts hero, Harry Davis,
is a young Jew wha comes
from =a social background very

similar to that of Woolf himself,

and the cencral relationship of
the novel, Harry's leve of the
beautiful and Intelligent Camilla
Lawrence, Is based on Woolf's

courtship of Virginia Stephen. In
the novel, however, the relation-
ship comes to nothing  when
Harry is trapped into a marrizge
with an Immature suburban girl,
There are several other characters

in the book whoa are derived
from real people in Woolf's
circle.

The Wise WYirgins appeared

only two months after the out-
break of World War |, and that
seems to have killed the naovel
as far as sales were concerned ;
Weaoolf recorded in  his
graphy that he made only £20
cut of 1t. Woolf never thought
af republishing it, partly at least
because his mother abjected to
the poreraic of her In the novel
Although it doesn't compare asa

autobio-

ficticnal achievement with The
Village in the Jungle (and it
is interesting that VWoolf should

have done better as a novelist

with the peasants of Hambantora

than with the inhabitants of
Kensington and  Putney), The
Wise VYirgins Is, as Virginia

remarkable
parts ; first

said in her dizry, ‘a
book ; very bad in

rate in others." Perhaps there
was a novelist lost to comtempo-
rary Engiish  literacure  when
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SECOND NOVEL

Woolf choze to devote himself
to nursing his wife's talent and
her health.
Which English ?

An anonymous  writer in the

Daily Mews referring obliquely
ta this column {the Lanka Guar-

dian is apparently unmentionable

in the columns of the Stare-
cantrolled Press) speaks of my
gquatation fram Daniel lones, ‘I

take the view that people should
be allowed to spesk as they like,'
and comments !

‘Thic Is a2 most extraordinary
statement ; a man goes to all the
trouble of writing and publishing
a hook which s accepred =as the
last word in English pronunciation
and he then pgoes on to say, in
a manner of speaking, "Take no
natice of my book ; go ahead and
speak any way you fancy.”
incredible, to say the least)'

Which

writer,

Ie Is

just  proves that the
like maost wsers of Daniel
in Sri Lanka, hasn'tunder-
stood the purpose for which the

book was compiled.

lones

Daniel Jones never Intended
his dictionary to be ‘the
waoard In English pronunciation’—
that is, a Bible laying down how
pecple  sheould  speak  English,
though that Is what Sri Lankan
elocutionists have consecrated it
te be. Hls purpose wasn't to
prescribe ‘correct’ norms of pro-
nunciation but to record accurately
for the purpase of scientific study
the pronunciatien of ‘Southern
English peopla wha have heen
educated at the public =chosls,
a5 he makes quite his
introduction,

laze

clear in

There was a time, of course,
when the pronunciation of this
class of English speakers was re-

A1
LIKE _IT

Tauchstone

garded as 'superior’ to any other,
and was the only one normally
heard in the, House of Commons,
the law courts, the universities,
the BBC, the afficers mess and
the upper-class ¢lubs. This wasn't,
however, = matter of lingustic
correctness but of class superioricy,

Any good linguist will tell you
that no one dialect can  be re-
garded as being more ‘carrect’
than any other, This Is hew a

distinguished literary scholar who
was born into a working-class
family saw the Imposition of an
upper-class speech as a linguistic
standard on  other speakers of
English :

Im its name, thousands of
people have been capable of the
vulgar insolence of telling other

Englishmen that they do not
krnow how to speak their awn
language, And as education was

extended, under mainly middle-
class direction, this actitude spread
from being simply a2 class dis-
tinction ta a point where it was
possible o identify the making
of these sounds with being edu-
cated, and thousands of teachers
and learners from poor homes
became ashamed of the speech
of their fathers." (Raymond Wil-
liams : The Long Revolution.)

But especially after the
war social  changes in  Britain,
this =ituation has ceased tao exisc,
and once despised class and re-
gional accents can now be heard
in all those institutions where
Southern public school English
used to be the only acceptable
norm. And with the innumerable
variecles of spoken English in
the cantemporary world — from
American, Canadian and Australian
to West Indlanm — it is time that
Sri Lankan rceachers of speech
stopped impasing on thelr pupils
the sounds recorded by Daniel
lenes for anocher purposs alco-
gether — with the painful results
so often evident In the English-
language theatrz and the SLBC,

past-
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