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People
like you...

Paople like you are the
shareghaolders of Chemanex,
the first People’s Company.
Chemanex represents a bold
attemp! to mobilise the savings
of the people and channel them
into productive effort.

Our company is made up of
small shareholdings held by the
ardinary people of S Lanka.
It is the small individual
contribution that makes
Chemanex, with no individual -
or family contralling mare than
5% of our shares,

We represent the desire of
millions of peaple like you to
contribute ta the Mation's
progress by participating

in business, in research and in
development,

Chemanex the spearhead ‘fé :
for development P




IN CHORUS

When the government’s Sunday
Sisters (the Observer and the
Times) ond Jjis independent-
minded second  cousin, the
WEEKEND, ragise the same
question In  slightly  different
tones, restrained regret, troubled
misglvings and open censure,
the thoughtful reeder must per-
force mark well what is being
said.

Mo shot wos fired. Cheers
all round. And then.,..'"'How-
ever, it s regreltable that the
security network wos net tight
enough...." (50 Editorial).

the
have
(50

that
neyver
to occur'

"It was agreed
Incidents  should
been  permitted
lead story)

Haoving announced a “'probe
on violence', the WEEKEND
(P. 1) spoke of a “‘breakdown in
the security arrangements',

The TIMES, a prominent fea-
ture of the city skyline, headlined
Its anxious concern: “FORT
AREA  SECURITY —WHY THE
DELAYT",

IMF, IBRD

The UNP's roving ambassadar,
Esmond Wickremesinghe and the
WEEKEND's Migara are both
well-informed observers; equally
well-informed, jt might even be
suggested by other observers.
Apropos the recent Aid Group
meeting in  Paris, where the
Finance Minister “exploded in
anger’, the
these two observers (one at a
seminar, and the other in print)
canfirm the view shared by many

top-ranking UNP'ers that  5ri
Lanka should net oaccept the
dictotes of these all-powerful
sisters,

Does  this mean ‘cxpﬂnn've
commerciol  financing” I e,

borrowing from foreign banks at
high interest rates? Or can
we turn hopefully to Kuwolt and
OPEC? Whot would happen then

recent remarks of

The other optian {5 to follow
their advice and slow down the
develehment program, dnd make
drastic cuts In “over—ambitious”
projects — Mahavell, the housing
ond wrban development projects,

Jayewardenspura etc.

Mow that the Minister s
back, the debate will begin in
earnest.

TULF SILENCE

In terms of its stoted aoims
and ideals, the DDC s an
historic experiment in particiba-
tory democracy. From the time
af Regional Councils  and
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanoyogam
pact, and the UNP-FP agreement,
ity  politice were  somewhat
different. The Tamils  were
offered a ‘reasonable say In
running their own affairs',

While the TULF
Dr. M. Tiruchelvam,
say —d SE‘PGFEI’EE I"EP{.Ift an
Behalf of a “'separatist” party,
the TULF has so far mointained
a studied silence on  the Bill
presented in the NSA. [t will
have its soy next week.

Incidentally, Dr. A. |. Wilson,
was singled out for pralse In
parliament, But has he had his
say?  His views on DDC's have
net yet seen the light of day,
although he was a member of
the Tennekeon Commission. |If
he hod no dissentient oplnfons,
does it mean thot he endorses
the main report?

(Cortinwed on page 5)

naminee,
had  his
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Energy Crisis

| beg humble pardon from
Dr. Ceostain de Vo5 (L. G, aof
lst August) far my rash obiec-
tions to the airconditioning of
the backsides of secretaries.

I would have thought that
airconditioning was not really
the answer, but | bow to his
mere experienced judgement,
We make these slips, belng
used 2s we are to fresh air
and fifty watt  eleccric fans

Instead of thousand watt air-
conditioners that cool and re-
circulate our own exhalations.

As for the Electricity Boards
futife atrempts to commence
power cuts at the time they
were logleally necessary, | must
refer Dr. de Yos to a centre
pege protest that appeared in

the 'Daily MNews' somewhere
In April or May under the
heading ‘'Are  Power Curts
really necassary’,

U. Karunatilake

Bad Times

| rezd with concern your re-
cent reference to the parlous
condition of the ‘Times' finances
despite a massive attempt by
this Government to revive the
institution.
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pride of this country’s Faurth
Estate, really began in the
lace 60°s,  The process was
accelerated by the inexperienced

and discredited SLFP  troika
from |975-1977 and now It
lies fallen—a helpless wreck

of a mighty giant.

The old vintage gqualities of
the '‘Times’ are no more.

lournalistic  standards  are
very poor, circulation patheti-
cally law and enthusiasm almost
non-existent. It is therefore
not surprising that In the last
decade over 25 journalists have
left in search of greener
pastures.

Mercifully the present Govern-
ment has In the interests of
the employees tried to give

a2 new lease of life to the
decrepit 'Times'.
But with the ‘brain draln’

contlnuing and the obvious lack
of interest reflected in the
papers, one finds it difficult to
resist the conclusion that the

‘writing is on the wall' for
the ‘Times'.

Disillusioned Timesman
“Unkind” and
“Vulgar”

Mr. l. Uyangoda, who once
said  that  “Uchumaneni® was

“samething marvellous" (L.G.
1.3.80) now says it has "limita-
tions" (L.G. |5.7.80). He now
even says that director Gaminl
Fonseka may not have exposed
what he calls religious passivity
and pacifism, ‘'consciously and
deliberately’ (ibid). Readers
will note that earlier he said:
“in ‘Uthumaneni® Gamini Fon-
seka has found himself (L.G.
1.3.80), This is not just to
deride or, In Mr. Uyangoda's
own words, to be unkind or
vulgar. | quite appreciate that
the young critic Is feeling his
way laboriously through a
process of trial and errar.

little
facts,

But ane has to be a
careful In dealing with

for what one should defend
ultimately is not ‘Utumaneni’
or anything else but truth
itself. The young critic, perhaps
roused by criticsm which he
finds difficult  to  |nvalidate,
cries out ina negatlve fashion,
without showing asingle instance
or an lota of proof, that |
have been "unkind or wvulgar"
In regard to Dharmasena
Pathiraga's “'Bambaru  Avith"
could he please tell the readers
as to when, where and how
| have been unkind or wvulgar
to “Bambaru Avith"?

H. A. Seneviratne

“Star Wars”,
Commercialism
and Culture

The next change iIn the
programe of a "Big city’” cinema
is the academy award winning
film ‘Star VWars'., Already one
of the leading newspapers in
the country has begun to
serialize the story of the film,
quite apart frem the normal
half or quarter page commercial
advertisements that appear. All
this is well and good as it is
in the name of culture, The
impact of the western techno-
logical culture on the not so
affluent, poor lifestyles of the
majority of these that live in
this country is another quastion.
The immediate problem is to
find an answer to the question
as to why there is such a
hulabaloo about a science fiction
film that wan some academy
awards, Afcer all, anocher film
which won a number of the
same awards "One flew over

the Cuckoos Mest”  went
withaut much fanfare. s it
because the latter portayed

‘the grim side of this dominant

culture and its social institu-
tions?
At least some answers to

these questions could be found
when we examine the backdrop
in which the mavie *Star
Wars” finds its entry into 5ri
Lanka, A year or two ago,
during the time this film was

screened  in the LS., a Sri
Lankan friend of mines, living
there came over here for a
holiday with his family. His
two sons had with them a
wide wvariety of "Star Wars”
toys; doll miniatures of ''Star

Wars'' characters, "'Scar Wars™
radios, “Srar Wars" clectronic
games, “Star VWars" spaceship
toys, ctc. My friend’s reaction
to the curious inguiry made
by me was that he had to
spend over US § 200 for these
“Srar Wars" roys and that It

was a cult in=-it-self such as
the “laws'', "“Planet of the
Apes",  "Barbie Dol and

culs.

While the film made a hit
on the cultural arena, the toy
makers got busy manufacturing
millians of toys and together
with cheir counterparts in the
mass—communications area, crea-
ted the most amazing cashing
-in on the fantasy world In
the minds of children, once
dominated by Alice-in-Wonder-
land, Red Riding Hoad, Aladdin,
etc.  The wvast  amounts  of
resources and energy that went
into the production of these
tays, could have been resources
and energy that would have
fed millions of hungry people.
That, however, is a another
story.

“Sesame Screet”

Mow that the film has come
to 5ri Lanka, and, Imports are
free, one begins o wonder
whether the stage is not being
set for the lefi-overs of the
“Star Wars” cult toys to be
displayed in shopwindows and
on the pavements in the city.
In terms of the hard borrowed
foreign exchange spending, the
amount spent on ‘'Star Wars”
toys may be only 0.000001 per
cant of the total import bill.
The point to note s, what
impact the importation of such
cults will have on the minds
of the children of this councry
and on our society in general,
as these "‘toy” replicas of the
high-bred technological culture,
find its way to the fantasy
world, firse ef the affluent

(Continwed on page 11




SPECIAL REPORT

Strikes, satyagraha and

violence

waord zbout satyagraha; the

ward tself. In the first
instance, It s an act of defiance
against authority, whatever Its
identifiable farm. Secondly, its
symbolle significance Is far more
important than any  tangible
consequences, The mode of protesc
and defiance is  “'maoral™  and
“spiritual” force and it Is public,

Of course it was a very special
product of the Gapdhian genius,

iniclally tested in South  Africa
and then on a history-making
mass scale In British Indija. The

technique s interesting because
it 1s used by a manifestly “weak"
force, with of course a just
cause, to confront and  cenfound
a much superior foe,

It is the
counter—move

pacifist’s  classic
and ‘‘demo" to
achieve a moral psychological
victery when pitted against an
“enemy'' equipped with weapaons
other than moral force. Since
it is founded on the concept of
“non-violence™, the assumption
Is that the satyagrahi- will not
be tempted into counter-violence
by his enemy or by provecateurs,
If force is used, he submits to
It and demonstrates not only
his ewn moral qualicy, but that
his cause is righreous,

In Kandy, the SUMN reportad,
several hundred satyagrahis gathe-
red at the Pactini Davale after
they were refused access to the
Dalada Maligawa premises. A
fairly sizeable crewd, it was also

reported, watched the pencefu1
“demo"., The police dispersed
both the “sit=in"" demonstrators
as  well as the crowd. Mo
incidents.

If the spectators received the
‘message’ of the satyagrahis and
they took it back to their homes
so that a fair section, of the
Kandy public would havé discussed

the issues invelved in che sorike,
its basic causes, the gav'nrnmcnt's
response ccc, then cthe sacyagraha
has served its intended purpose.

Strike Satyagraha

Colombo  was  something else
altogecther, The two hours that
shook part of the capital and the
violence which gripped the city
are now common knowledgs here.
The news even spread to every
major capital of the world.

The satyagraha was in support
aof a general strike which started
“officially” on luly [Bth. Leading
Opposition figures still insist chat

this strike was ‘'the least unpo-
pular™ in unien histery.  The
general sympathy of the public

was with the scrikers, they argue,
because the wvast majoricy of the
people  share  the  self-same
hardship and bear the identical
grievances, albeit silently. Faor
this reason, it is also abseryved,
the lower ranks of the services,
were not "tough" or “brutal”,
famillar charges In the past.

Pro-UNP observers dismiss the
claims of "popular or ‘“least
unpopular® strike with a sneer,

Some who are prepared to con-
sider the claim seriously, offer an
Intarasting explanation. Low-level
public hostility deoes not  spring
from a sinse of shared grievance but

from che facc cthat the strike
was a failure. Mo essantial service
Was disr‘uptﬂd. As a resule, the
public went about itz normal
business. Paradoxically, the strike
was "least unpopular’ by wirtue

ef Its manlifest failure.

Yet, complaints about delays,
snags and snarls in some depart-
ments, the provincial kachcheris,
the colombo municipality etc, are
far from few. Though the admi-
nistration in some sectors may
be over-staffed, our colonial

makes
the clerk (the subject clerk or

bureaueratic structure still

the man who knows Form 40
fram Form 42BY a WIF from
830 a.m. to 4 p.m

Poor Planning

“Spontancous combustion't was
the, description given by d Leftist
leader (L. G. Aug. Ist) for the
railway strike and its aftermath,
If the general strike was poaorly

plénnéd, the same applied to the
satydgraha,

~ First of all, it was ill sulted
to the mood of several thousand
warkers who having lost thejr
Jobs wen the ‘concession' of
getting their own  back-wages,
They had r_ﬁr_w_ed from frustration
to anger, biccerness to  despera-
tion.

The pressure came from  below.
"Do something', the strikers teld
the unions and the unions pres-
sed the party bosses. It is in
this  *“do  samething....anything
...." stata of mind that che
final decision was taken, and this
too, with all the abrasive inter—
party differences, internal differen-
ces, and varied views on tactics,
gach party's self-interest, and the
relatlve political  gains, if any,
for the future,

In such conditions, all but the
best planned satyagraha s bound
te make a poor impact. What's
worse, any provocation can spark
off a riot. While the gavernment
evidently feels that there wers
“agitators” within cthe ranks of
the satyagrahis who were hell=
bant, there |5 another view whizh
claims cthat  bottles, tins and
sundry missiles descended from
the skies in the Fort area when
the satyagrzhis were being dis-
persed wich ‘minimum force'. |If
thorgugh and impartial, investiga-
tion initiated by the Defence

3



Minlstry may It be able to esta-

blish the accuracy of contrary
claims.
The weteran union leader

M. Sanmugathasan remembers 2
Hyde Park meeting in 1958, [ust
before the race riots. That rally
too was held during a general
strike, Everything went  off
peacefully. Even the paolice were
moving off as the meeting appro-
ached its end.. Then stones fell
on a section of the crowd at the
Hyde Park. The workers went
berserk. Every shop window in
Union Place was smashed. Nobady
knew who threw the stones. An
organised gang! Looters or mis-
chief makers stirring the communal
catldron!  Trouble in the Pettah
(and not the Fort) often has links
with the wunderwerld or with
thugs walting for a charged racial
sleuation.

Mrs. B.

On the face of it, satyagraha is
an Indian inspiration. But is the
“inspiration” as sinister as some
pra-UMNPF analysts hold. They go
so far as to suggest that It was
a Delhi decision to push Mrs. B,
“up-front” in view of the uncer-
tainty of her immediate political
future. Throughout these months
{before she was actually summoned
by the Commission) Mrs. B, has
been preoccupied with party re-orga-
nisatlon — itself, a pre-planned fall-
back position If she has lost her
civic rights.

The satyagraha has propelled
her right back inte the limelight.
While her Indian wvisit and Delhi
press confernce provoked an NSA

exchange, the SLFP's erstwhile
allies who are returning to the
fald, have obszerved ‘the new

milltancy’ In Mrs. B's palitical style,

Maturally, this opinien is not
shared by the IVP and its sym-
pathisers who preferred to sit on
the sidelines than join the sit—in.
As a direct resule, the strains
between the JVP leadership and
the only important union with
which it had links, the Ceylon
Teachers Union, reached breaking
point last week. (The L. G. com-
mented on thase emerging con-
flicts many months ago).

For good reasons, Mrs~ B is
the J¥P's bete nolre and JYP does
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about the
These feelings are
generously reciprocated, The Di-
nakara, thus chortled over the
fact Rohana had been jettisoned
by his newly acquired brother-
In-taw, H. M. Fernando, the CTU's
dynamic leader,

The IVP, for its part, chuckles
over what It regards as the mel-
encholy fate of che L55P and ather
left parcies. A senior don, proud
of hls pro-]¥P sentiments said:

“As a feudal matriarch, Mrs. B
has a guct-hate of the working
class....and her record of strike-

get 2 bit parancid
Bandaranaikes.

breaking Is unsurpassed even by
the WUMNP....now the so-called
Lefe leaders have made her the

leader of the gathering working
class movement and anti-govern-
ment oppositional forces....Once
again, she [s using the Left par-
ties and not the octher way about..”
UMNP Confusion

The IVP which 1s so nice to
the UMP lgnores an Ironic face,
It is the mainstream media which
reflects UNP  thinking that has
given Mrs. B, this place.

Judging by reports and commen-
the UMP was iIn several

taries,

minds about who was the maln
culprit. The press was soft on
‘respectable’ LS55P, advised the

“demacratic’ 5LFP not to fall prey
to  Marxlst mischief-makers, and
Isolated the CP and Lefr extremists
(Wasu) as |ts top targets,

Both Mrs. B. and Dr. de Silva
have dissociated thelr respective
parties from the viclence of August
B, However, the press on Sunday
went for Mrs. B, with the Sat-
yagraha in a jeep" picture and
sarcastic story. That this was the
‘new line' was clear when LT.M.
put out a telecast which began
like a shart movie, title and all.
Once more it was ''satyagraha

In a Jeep" and the same plcture
of Mrs. B.

UNP

The government's case has been
well-publeised, To sum up:

line

(iy an attempt to topple the
government (1) an attemped
come-back by frustrated politicians
(iii) disruptive efforts dy extremists
(iw) an atcempt te scare away
foreign investors, Serlous-minded

observers, Including UNP'ers, sho-
uld also reflect on the points urged
by the TU's and the Opposition:
(a) The primary cause is econo-
mic — the cost of living which has
increased geometrically while wages
have advanced in arithmetical pro-
gression. (b} Protest is a defensive
action against an assault on living
standards (¢} Economics become
politics because the protest s a
criticism of policies because the
the government is the biggest
employer. (d) 5Since the March
convention of TU's, agitation star-
ted slowly on 23 demands. |t was
targeted for  August/September
when there was spontaneous com-
bustion at Ratmalana. Even J55
sympathisers were involved. (e)
Large degree of participation by
white  colourfclerical  workers,
Something new. It shows cthe
relative deprivation of even the
so-called lower-middle class. (f)
High degree of militancy in some
provinces where the Left had
been electorally weakened. (g)
Sympathetic  suppert  of TULF
suggesting that it s entering
Opposition mainscream.  (h) New
level of unlty-in—action by opposi-
tion parties.

@ Thuggery, goon squads, street
clashes between rival groups,
attacks on picket lines, students,
etc have been an the Increase
in the lase 2-3 years (Kelaniya,
Heywooad, Maratuwa, Bank clerks

dema  ete). Migara in the
WEEKEND  wrltes about ‘' hit=-
squads’. In what is called street=

guerilla tactics In ather countries,
the assumption Is that ‘puts and
gabs' alone are ne match for
strong, organised force,

In other places, such tendencies
and phenomena are studied for
signs of extra-parliamentary acti-
vism and union (labaur) militancy.

@ Finally, what impact if any
hes this on world opinion and
and business confidence? An
astute President Jayawardene wove
inte his speech at the Common-
wealth Education Ministers Con-
ference a direct aswer. Agresing
with Secretary-General Ramphal
about Sri Lanka's vibrant democra-
cy. he sald that the vioclence
which lasted a few hours was
confined to half a square mile In
an island of 25,000 sg miles.



Varsity admissions

iss Miranthi Ruwinl Perera

made history last week by
becoming the first person to obtzin
redress from the Supreme Court
Ina matter of fundamental rights
under the procedure made avallable
by the 1578 Constitution. The
University Grants Commission's
7.2:2.8  ratie for  University
admissions in respect of the April
and August 1979 A-level exams
was struck down by the bench of
three judges {Justices Sharvananda,
lsmail  and  Weeraratne) as a
violation of equaiity before the law,

The two exams were held on
vwo different syllabuses as a result
of the educational counter-revolu-
tion which has taken place since
1977. Although attempts had been
made by the Ministry of Education
and conservative dons to discredic
the HMCE syllabuses {adopted under
the last government) as inferior,
the UGC did not take this position
before the  Supreme  Coure,
conceding Instead that ‘no one
can say which was the superlor
and which was the Inferior, though
the two syllabuses were not the
same." Hopefully, this should end
the stigma cast on students whao
took the August exam a3 'less
qualified’,

However, the Supreme Court
Judgment, based as it was on the
principle of equality of rights,
has set many people thinking
about the question of the validity
of the district quota for University
admissions. Mr. H. L. de Silva,
counsel for Miss Perera, submittad
that this quota tos was illegal,
but did not seek to argue this
since It was unnecessary for his
purpese. Neor did the Court rule
on this lissue, which was not
before it, though it did =ay In
the course of its judgment, ‘In
view of the fact that there 15 a
larger number of candidates than
places available in the Universities,
the object being to securs the
best possible materlal for admission
te the Universities, merit s ths
only fair and satisfactory basis of
selection,’

There seemed to _be  some
confuslon in the Government's

statement, read in Parllament on
Auguust 7 by Mr. Vincent Perera,

explalning the new basis of
admisslon  after the Supreme
Court's judgment, The statement

referred to '30 per cent of the
available places in respect of
each examination® (merit cates-
gory), and used the same phrase
(emphasised here) In connectlon

with the 55 per cent district
quota and the 15 per cent for
underdeveloped areas. However,
the Supreme Court judgment
clearly directed the UGC to

make admissions from "an integrated
and consolidated list of candidates’
from both examinations, so there
can be no question of ‘available
places  in  respect of  each
examlination’.

Trends ...

(Continwed from page 1)

SYMBOLS and STOMNES

A shop window or show case
is o tempting target for any
angry man ready to hurl a brick.

But are targets of violence,
particularly  political  vislence,
symbolic?

When Sadat really opened the
door, Egypt became an IMF

'show case' in the Arab world,
A few years later, workers and
students, protesting against sub-
sidy cuts and escalating prices,
ron rigt in  the streets of
Cairo. In the capital's outskirts,
their chief torget were the
cdsinos, the fourist resorts.

At the stort of the Iranian
upheaval, the torgets were US
banks, the Texaco building, the
vbiguitous Cadillac, and restau-
rants specialising In  Kentucky
Fried Chicken!

OFf course, the Cadillac s
scarce in Colombo. In the days
of the United Front and C. R. A,
(Convertible Rupes Acount) the
big Benz was the banner of the
mudalali and the new “CRA-
pitalist''., s the black Peugeot
the totem of the new buregu-
cracy?

PDackaging
(4 OUF

profession

MULTI-PACKS
(CEYLON)
LIMITED

RATMALANA.




AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT

i i i e e g )

Dozens of Chileans, many of them students, were banished this year for  three-month  periods
to remote fowns and desolate villages,  Some of these pluces are in the arid wnorth, others in the
cold of the extreme south. A banished Santiago drama student,  Alejandro GOIC, was dropped off
by afficials in a square in Freirina, a small town he had never heard .ﬂf before and where he  knew
nobody. His father later wrote to the Minister of the Intevier: ‘Until now it had been for me a
mame in an obscure corner of my homeland. From now on.... it will be a place built into  my ex-
periences and memories .....Thanks to you [ will know Freirina."

Banishment in Chile
decree promulgated in Chile arrested more than |00 people,  University, were arrested in a
on & February |980—Decree Valparaiso, where 26 people were restaurant in the centre of the

Law 3168—gives the Minister of
the Interior powers to order people
to be detained for up to five
days and then to have them sent
to live in remote areas for terms
of internal exile (relegacion) of
up to three menths for disturbing
or attempting to disturb  public
order; there is no right of appeal
against any such order,

The decree gives the govern-
ment powers under the present
state of emergency which it would
have normally only under a stage
of siege.

Arrests under Decree Law 3168
da not fall under the contrel of
the Contraloria  General de la
Republica, the public  bedy that
oversees state administrative pro-
cedures.

Justifying the decree, the Minis-

ter of the Interior said it would
avold having to use the more
drastic  measure  of  expelling

“offenders’” from Chile.

The new decree was applied to
people who demonstraced peace-

fully on 8 March [|9B0, Inter-
national Women’s Day, when hund-
reds took to the streets for a

rally organized by the weman's
section of the Coordinodora Mocio-
nal Sindical (CMS), the Matianal
Trade Union Coordinating Body.

Government permlssion for the
march had been refused because
of the alleged “palitical intention®
of the rally.

Police arrests

demonstrations took
where ~police

Peacaful
place in Santiage,

&

arrested, and Concepclon,

Those arrested are reported to
have been interrogated and held
incommunicado for five days by
the Central Naocionol de Infor-
macignes  (CNI), Matlonal Centre
of Information, the security ser-
vice which replaced the DINA.

On 13 March the Minister of
the Intericr announced that by
order of President PINOCHET L2
of those detained were to be
banished for three months to
remote villages, most of them in
the far north or south of Chile

ii

They were refered to as 're-
peated offenders.”
The others were released *‘un-

der observation." They face banish-
ment If detained again after taking
part in any kind of protest,

Tawards the end of March the
Minlster announced that five of
those “under observation’ were
ta be banished as a result of
“new evidence."

Hundreds of people were arres-
ted all over the country around
| May; 37 of them were banished,
(This year, unlike last, there
were no public demonstrations
te commemorate  [International
Labour Day, Cardinal Raul 5ILVA
Henrigues cancelled a Mass which
was to have been held In Santi-
ago's cathedral, followinng warn-
ings from people close to the
government of wviolent clashes
which  might result in deaths,
The government denied having
asked for the Mass to be suspended.)

On 12 lune 9B students, mostly
from Santiago's State Technical

city where they were taking part
in a musical evening in solidaricy
with students who had  been
expelled from the university ear-
ller In the year,

The arrests were made by
uniformed police led by CHNI
members, who accused the students
of holding a political meeting In
contravention of the Law of State
Securicy.

A waeek later the Minister of
the Interiar announced that 22 of
the students would be banishsd
for three months to villages in
the far south. The others were
released after a warning.

Appeal to government

Al considers that people restri-
cted under Decree Law 3168 are
prisoners of conscience and has

appealed to cthe government to
set them free,

Please send courceously warded

letters asking for the immediate
and unconditional release of all
people restricted wunder Decree

Law 3168, te: Senor Sergio
nandez Fernandez, Ministro
Interior, Ministerio del
Edificio Diego Porrales,
Chile,

Fer-

del
Interior,
Santiago,

ANNOUNCEMENT

For reasons beyond our eontrol,
the publication of this issue has
been delayed, There will be no
September 1 issue. The next
issue will be on September 15.




Anatomy of a strike

by Jayantha Somasundaram

Sri Lanka's organised working
class has an instinctlve dis-

trust of l. R. Jayewardene., And
ever since he assumed effice  in
July 1977, there were maves
among the wunlons to unite in
order to meet the challenges
that were to come. Whilst such

unity seemed logleal to the ranks,
the leaders, particularly the
political leaders, had reservations
about united activity that would
undermine their individual or party
interests, The record of Rohana
Wijewsera and the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna bears this out.

Ultimacely the base won over
the apex, and on March 8ch and

9th 1980, a massive convention
of 4,000 trade union delegates
met in Celombo. They placed on

the future agenda a set of dem-
ands that included a wage insrease
of Rs. 300 and calied for a day
of national protest to register
these demands. (Seel. G, April Ist)

With much procrastination on
the part of their leaders, the
trade unlons finally observed June

Gth as  the Day of Mational
Protest. Until that date, when-
ever the opposition made any

kind of protest, it was standard
fare for them to be subjected to
vielent  reprisals, The  Bank
Employees Union and the Kelaniya
University students were the first
casualties In 1978, But on June
Sth, this tactic backfired. Somapala
who died in the melea was o
become a martyr wheose funeral
on the 9th became an even bigger
protest event,

When the trade unlon leaders
had called a token strike on
September 28th (978, so lukewarm
was the response that the leaders
themselves hastily shelved it, But
that was nineteen seventy eight.

On July 7cth the workers at
the Railway's Ratmalana Workshap
downed tools In protest against
the alleged victimisation of four-
teen collezgues who had heen
active on Jupe 5th, At Ratmalana

the UMNP controlled latika Sevaka
Sangamaya was also out on strike,
The strike at Ratmalana galvanlsed
the Joint Trade Union Action
Committee which met on the
Sth to clinically study the situa-
tion, WWhilst cheir discussions was
going on, che strike spread rto
the Railway running sheds at
Maradana and Maligawatte, YWhilsc
locomotives, powersecs and carri-
ages are repaired at Ratmalana,
their daily maintenance is carried
out at Maradana and Maligawatte.
By the |Dch the strike had spread
throughout the Railways, Into the
provinces as well.

The ITUAC which met on
Friday the [|lth was presenced
with a fait accompli. Mot enly

was the strike spreading rapidly,
paralysing a vltal national service,
but the workers themselves were
now advancing a comprehensive
set  of demands, crucial amaong
them the Rs. 300 wage Increase.
The ITUAC thereupon decided to
call a general strike during che

week July l4th to 2lst, and a
pusiic rally at Hyde Park on
the |Bth.

The strike broke out of the

Railways on  Monday maorning It-
self. Woarkers of the Government
United Federation of Labour at
the Civil Medical Scores walked
out an the I4th. The warkers
at  the  Government  Factory
Kollonnawa followed them on the
15th, Mext came the Government
Press where even the 155 downed
tocls on the 1&th. The Govern-
ment Clerical Service Union came
aut on the 17th and the Samas-
tha Lanka Rajaya  Lipikaruwa
Sangamaya the next day,

Although the public rally was
banned, restive workers con-
varged on Hyde Parle that
evening, oguite prepared to
daly the ban. Riot Police
armed with tear gas grenades
coerdoned off the Park and
anxicus trade wunion leaders
packed the workers off. The
worlears had already defied the

Essential Services Act and had
broken the law by striking,
they seemed to have little
compunction about breaking
another law. This was the

crucial turning paint.

The strike now spread to the
State Corporation and mercantile

ectars, Bata, Tobacco Cam-
pany and Walkers went on
strike on the 18cth. The Milk

Board came ocut on Menday the
2lst and Lever Brothers on the
22nd. The opposition claims that
by then [40,000 waorkers in  all
parts of the Island were an
strike,

The strike which was Initiated
by workers and picked up in
other work places by workers,
themselves was retarded by the
political leaders.

The 5ri Lanka Freedom Party
regarded the strike as a  means
to embarrass and weaken cthe
Government in  preparation for
the 1983 General Election. They
had no wish to see a spontaneous
strike  cripple or  topple  the
Government in a situation where
they did not become the obvious
alternative government,

According to some eritics, the
Communist Party could see only
one beneficiary in the event ofa
successful strike — cthe SLFP. And
In a situation where they had
no working arrangemant or power
sharing agreement wich the SLFP,
the CP had no reason to
encourage the  strike  beyend
certain  bounds,  This however,
may be altogether too harsh an
indictment,

The Lanka

S5ama Samaja Party
was  severaly

rescricted by s
Parllamentary perspactive. Thus
it could pot co-exist with a
spentanecus workers confrontation
which might burst the bounds of
parliamencary politics.  But like
the SLFP it welcamed and encoura-
ged the scrike  within  ecertain
limizs, if it could help weaken
the UMNP and put the SLFP-LSSP
back In parlizment.



With the exception of the
Lanka Guru Sangamaya, the JVP
kept zloof from the strike, The

MEFP which has unions at Kosgama,
in the Sugar Corporation and in
the harbour, did not strike.
Sanmugathasan’'s Ceylon Trade
Unlon Federation with a sizeable
following in the Cinema Industry
did not strike. Bala Tampoe's
Ceylon Mercantile Unien alseo did
not strike.

The unions affiliated to the
United Federation of Labour,
identified with VYasudeva Manayak-
kara and the MNava Sama Samaja
Party such as their Commercial
and Industrial Workers Union in
the private sector and thea
Government Clerical Service Unian
in the publlc sector, played an
important role in the strike.

On July 24th, word came
through to the GCSU that the
Government intended to acquire
their building in Colombo. |t
dldn't require much Imagination

to give credence to this, follow-

ing as it did, the Essential
Services Act, the outlawed strikes,
the Emergency Powers,  the

Press Censorship and the freezing
of trade union bank accounts. A
seige mentality gripped the GCSU
and the MNS5P who resolved ro

defend the bullding to the last,
The leaders of oppesition were
informed and a night-through
vigil began.

A serles  of confrontations
which began with the death of
Sompala on June 5th, was preven-
ted from escalating still further

with the lives of a few more
martyrs. The take-over of the
G. €. 5 U. was not carrled out
and the situation was defused,

although gradually.

On July 3lst the Leader of the
Opposition  conveyed to  the
JTUAC the willingness of the
Government to negotiate terms
under which the strike could be
called off and workers return.

The Supreme Court Decision

T]te decision given by the
Supreme Court last Monday,
regarding the admission of a

student to the
evaled considerable
throughout the country,

University, has
Interest

In the first place, by quashing
the decision of the Universicy
Grants Commission about admis-
sion of students on a ratio basis
the Supreme Court has knocked
the bottom off the present system
of recruitment,

Despite the obvious inconve-
niences likely to be caused in
view of the ongoing recruitment,
the Government will no doubt
heed the wise ruling of the Sup-
reme Court that meric s the
only fair and satisfactary basis
of selection for
Universities:

admission to

Quite apart from the immedi-

ate redress visuzlised in  terms
of the ruling, it also creates a
climate for further reflection

about the entire system. “The

B

different formulae of standardis-
atien and recruitment on a ratio
basis has, over the years, conti-

nued to heighten the anxlety
and uncertainity about prospects
of higher education. Ensuring

equality of opportunity in education
will be the maost convincing wit-
ness to democracy In  the eyes
of today's youth. As mentioned
in the Judgement of the Supreme

Court:  “In  these days It s
doubcful that any child may rea-
sonably be expected to succeed

in life if he Is denied the opp=-
ortunity of education.  Such an
ocpportunity where the State un-

dertakes to provide it, is a right
which must be made available to
all on equal terms. The Constl-
tution enjeins the organs of
Government to secure and ad-
vance and not deny this funda-
mental  right of equality of
treatment,”

— YCatholic Messenger”

YOUR SELECTION FOR
A PROTEIN RICH MEAL

ATTA FLOUR

IT IS MOST NOURISHING
AND
HEALTHY

PREPARE A PALATABLE
MEAL WITH

ATTA FLOUR

Rs. 229/- PER BAG OF 50 Kg.

RULANG (semotina)

FOR SWEETS

MAKE OUT OF HIGH
QUALITY WHEAT

Rs, 376/~ PER BAG OF 55 Kp.

Please Contact

Sri Lanka State
Flour Milling
Corporation

Ma. 7, Statlan Road,
Colembe - 3.

Telephone: 21300, 23152, 28008




Shah - Sadat - US connection

t was in Egypt that the Shah
found hiz last santuary., It
was [n Epypt that he  was
buried, It was Egypt's Anwar
Sadat  who offered to take on

the Shah's role as Washington's
regional paoliceman. It was In
Egypt that the plot to betray the
Palestinian and Arab cause through
an Egyptian-lsraeli  creaty was
hatched. It was with Egypt's help
that the abortive US ‘“rescue”
DPETELiDF‘I WaS ITIDLII'H’_Ed.

And new, it was in Cairo, re-
ports Anony Terry of the Sunday

Times (London) that Princess
Ashraf, the Shah's twin sister,
met Field Marshal Oweisi, the
man lknown as the “butcher of

Teheran". At this secret meeting,
writes cerrespondent Terry, the
Princess pledged a large part of
her personal wealth (1000 million
dollars is a rough estimate) at
the hands of che lranian *‘junca®

in exile to finance a coup in
Teheran.
Thiz Shah-Sadat=UJS connection

was exposed by yet another dis-
covery of its sinister links with
the counter-revolution in Afghanis-
tan. The lranian authorities have
banned an Afghan emigre organi-
sation called “The lamiate islami ye
Afghanistan™ and several of its
leading figures  detained  and
questioned,

Quoting  official  sources, the
Iranian press has reported that
investigations led to the seizure
of documents which revealed not
enly a direct American connection
but the
gznised crime, including narcotics,
smuggling  arms, robberies and
political murders. The chain led
to Pakistan tooc. Spotlighting the
fact that the American material

invalvement of the or-

and moral assistance was extended
n erder to dictate "'the political
line™ of the organisation, the
Iranian press, including the radio,

has urged Inquirles Inte similar
organisations,  The  newspaper
“lomhurl lslami’’, for Instance,
said that many Afghan emigre

greups were financed and controlled
by the US, and Egypt.

In an Interpratative camment
on the decision to ban the 'lamlate
lslami ye Afghanistan’, an Influentlal

N - TREATY

Stricter

few days befare the Geneva
Acanfcrence on  the Non-
Proliferation Treaty opened, Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi made the
categorical statement that India
had reliable information en Pakis-
tani join  the
Muclear

preparedness to

Club.

The attention of US politicians,
the media and the public may be
cantred on the coming Presidential
race, but for the rest of the
world the arms race touches an
the more fundamental and far
—reaching lssues of peace and
security. Thess cannot be safeguar-
ded by human hopes and desire
alone. A recognition of reallties
is an ﬂquaﬂ}r impaorrant imperative,

[f the Helsinki Accords accepted
the geo—political realities of past
Europe, 5Salt-2 recognised
the fact of strategic parity.

=war

Under the pressures of ‘hawkish’
politicians and vested Interests in
the Industrial-Military Complex, a
weak-willed Carter administration

that it
re-appral-

said
reallstic
sal” by lran of its general attictude

Iraniang columnist
suggested ''a

to the Afghanistan situation. The
Fereign Minlster and other know-
ledgeable advisers of the Revelu-
tionary Council were increasingly
convinced of the poor prospects
of the anti-government movement
In Afghanistan and the adverse
consequences to lran of continued
Iranian suppore to it,

sanctions

suspended the ratificaclen of Salt
-2 Just as it recreated an it own
policy of embargo on  Pakistan.
Its new arms zid helps release
Fakistan! funds which can be put
to ether, more dangerous purpases
such as the setting up as Congress-

man Lester  WWolff  recently
described a  ‘nuclear bomb
factary',

There are many mare develop-
ments which strengchens the case

for stricter observance of the

Treaty and for sanctions against

violators:

(I) The US jgneres the near
-readiness of two of its key

allics, lsrael and South Africa, to
join the Club,

(i1} Countries on the brink
of capability ean develop nu-
clear detonating fuses {Argentina,
Brazil, Pakistan) while others like
lsrael and  South  Acrica  may
already have such devices.



Voluntary Sterilization

For All

Incentives by

Government

. A Minimum of Rs. 100 will be paid
to both males and females — whether
employed or unemployed

(This Payment Is made to meet Incidental expenses)

2. 3 days full-pay leave for male employees

7 days full pay-leave for female employees

{This In additlon to the full pay leave for which the
employes Is entltled)

Contact

your nearest Government
Hospital or the ACA
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(issued by the Ministry of Plan Implementation)




Letters. ..
(Continued from page =)

children, and then spillover
everywhere. How do we then,
plan to fulfil their aspirations
to participate in VWars between
Stars when the simple problems
of bread and parippu cannet
be solved satisfactarily.

nSRlTANH
Tell it as it is
May | urge all those who

are less than enthuslastic about
the ‘“‘achievements” of the
UMP government in the last
three years te read, study and
digest Mr. M. Sanmugathasan's
article 'A  Gloomy Picture'
(L. G. August |) as a model of
how not to write anti-govern-
ment propaganda. “The crisis
that has overcome Sri Lanka
s part and parcel of the
economic crisis that has engulfed
the entire capitalist world"

asserts Mr 5. At the same time
he helds that it Is a result
of three years of UNP misrule.
If both these positions are
equally and  simultaneously
tenable a word in explanation
would be useful, Mr 3§ does
nat supply it. The 5r Lanka
rupee is floating. But Mr
5 has information that the
World Bank Is demanding
“further ‘devaluation'. |f both
these positions are equally and
simultaneously tenable then the
Waorld Bank is asking that the

rupee be arcificlally pegged
below its true free-market
value. Why the World Bank

should find it necessary to
make such an absurd demand
would appear to require an
explanatary word. Mr, S does
not supply the word.

A result of three years of
MNP misrule is that Sri Lanka
is poing to import tea, claims
Mr. 5. He can aonly be refer-
Ing to the proposal to import

cheap teas from countries
producing lower quality teass
for blending for re-exporc to
markets  hitherto not  re:
ached by high quality Sri
Lanka teas. This proposal may
be a good one er 2 bad one
but how is It the result of
UMNP misrule!’ Here again an
explanation would be helpful,
Mr. 5 does not give one.

Every reader can discover
for himself many more examples
in. Mr. 3's artlcle. If | were
JR | would put Mr. 5 on the
Information Department pay-
roll as a government propagand-
Ist.  Many more articles like
this one and people will be
flocking to supporc the UNP
government. When will those
who strive to win our hearts
and minds realise that the best
way is to tell the vunvarnished
truth?

Dr. Costain de Yos
Kollupitya

FOR WELL OVER A HALF A CENTURY
ARISTONS HAVE BUILT uUP
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ARISTONS LTD.

ARISTONS TOURS
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81036
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COLOMBO (],

21302 RUWANI CE
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The NSSP and popular

frontism

by Shanta de Alwis

The principled stand that the
MSSP has taken on the for-
mation of programmatic blocs
with bourgeois parties (popular
frontism) ever since its Inception
as a tiny tendency (Vama sama-
samajya) within the LSSP, is one
of Its outstanding features. The
tendency began and developed as
an oppositional current fighting
the opportunistle coalition politics
of the leaders of the LSSP. lts
raison d’etre was its consistent
struggle for the independent
program of the werking class
revolutionary party. This Implied,
as a corollary, its total opposition
to making programmatic concessions
of any kind to any bourgeois
party, and the forming of parli-
amentarist alliances and coalition
governments, with such a party.

This of course is in accordance
with the classie Leninist position,
further developed by Trotsky in
the post-Leninist period, in oppa-
sition to the criminal betrayal of
countless working class struggles
and revolutionary opportunities by
the Stalinist, through their popular
frontist policies. The leadership
of the LSSP accused us of being
dogmatists unable to understand
the changed situation in the post-
war period, and the progressive

qualities of parties such as the
SLFP which can be "pushed to-
wards socialism’. By patiently

explaining the issues involved to
the advanced workers who were
politically organised In the LSSP,
by showing them how our analysis
of coalition politics and the blind
alley down which the old leader-
ship was leading them. Corres-
ponded to their actual experience,
we were able to win the majority
of active members of the party
to our position and enable us to
emerge as a separate party with
a significant Trade Union Dbase.
Mone of the pseudo-Trotskyist
grouplets whose oppositiofi to
the opportunism of the LSSP
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leaders was confined to words
and premature splits, have been
able to win any mass base In
the working class. The leadership
of the LSSP could quite safely
ignore them and their antics.

Today these gentleman of the
pseudo-Trotskyist seats together
with varlous Stallnist and neo-
Stalinist ‘‘Groupscules” and one-
man parties ftry fo avert their
frustrations by making a profound
prediction that the NSSPis most
probably going to make an alllance
with the SLFP; and why, oh why
would this come about? Because
the “founder and the leading
theoretician of the party Dr.
Wickremabzhu Karuparatne.' has
an ambiguous formulation of the
character of the SLFP Identifying
the SLFP as bourgecis he goes
on to qualify it as populist-thus
undeubtedly leaving the door open
for a future coalition! The wishful
thinking of the sects on the
fringe of the Left movement s
substituted for an analysis of
reality.

\What Is the actual position?
Quite cbviously it follows from
the class-character of the SLFP
that any kind of programmatic
blee is completely ruled out. As
| pointed out earlier, the MSSP
was born precisely in the struggle
against such class collaboration.
How can such a party, (even if
the leadership subjectively wished
it} possibly advocate such colla-
boration? The party would not
merely split it would disintegrate!
Our enemies even If they doubt
the subjective Intentions and
honesty of the leadership of the
MSSP, could at least credit them
with the intelligence to realize
that. Only a political Imbecile
could make the prognois that
the MSSP  will fall whithin the
SLFP  ambit and that too by
next May Day!

Apparently [t Is necessary to In-
sure oneself agalnst the possi-

bility of future coalition pelitics
with the SLFP by  defining
the SLFP as the ‘alterpative

party of the bourgeois” and stop-
ping at that. Any furcher analy-
sis is too dangerous!  This s
typleal of the attitude of the
sects which want to insulate them-
selves from any mass activity by
covering themselves with ultra
left phrases. If the SLFP is the
alternative party of the bourgecis
(and it Is!) are we not to explain
why such an alternative Is neces-
sary! Do we not recognise the
real differences (in the past} bet-
ween the UNP and SLFP policles
(although both were bourgecis}!

Do we not even explain the
fact that the Lefc formed a
ecoalition with the SLFP and even
in other parts of the under-
developed world with SLFP type
parties) rather than with the
UNP? It I1s a poor Marxist indeed
who failed to understand the
objective reasons for this major
disaster of our times,

The UNP was the classical
party of the comprador landlord
elite with a perspective of con-
tinulng the old economic ties
with imperialism, while the SLFP
represented, in the last analysis,
the interests of the embryonic
industrial bourgeois, The latter
adopted for state capitalist poli-
cies, under the cover of pseudo-
soclalist and npatlonallst rhetoric.
The expansion of the state sector
was seen as a means of satisfying
jts mass base by the creation of
(largely unproductive) jobs. OF
course the failure of state capitalism
in the past perlod leaves the
present SLFP, If it wereIn power
today, no alternative but to try
out policles similar to those of
the present government. In fact
this is the famous “right turn”
that the SLFP took in 1975, which
led to the expulsion of the L3SP
from the government,



The SLFP's past populist
policias however determine tha
present illusions and aspirations
of its petty bourgeois mass
base. This is why it is important
to understand its history. It alse
means that wunited actions on
specific anti-UNP issuss will be 4
tactic of winning over the petty
bourgeois masses around the SLFP

to the working class banner,
The recent very successful pro-
test day was an instance where

this rtactic was put into practice.
In such situations where it is
necessary to arouse the broad
masses  into  actlon  under the
leadership of the working class,
It is tactically correct to cal|
for the support of the bourgeois
opposition parties, the SLFP and
the TULF. Ofcourse the support
that the leadership of such parcies
give will be purely wverbal,
was the case on lune 5th

{as
and in

to

the preparations for it) but even
that support gives those whao
actively lead the mass  struggles
an epportunity te approach the
district leaders and  rank
and file activists of these parties.
Even If the bourgeols leaders
refuse to support actions of the
working class, after having been
asked to do so, the working class
organisations would then bein a
position to show up these [eaders
to the rank and filers who desire
te participate in a struggle against
the UNP regime,

lavel

Stalinists have traditionally held
that the bourgesis democratie
revolution in  an underdeveloped
country can  be  accomplished
threugh alliances (. e, programs-
matic ones, including coalition
governments) with the “‘progres-
sive national bourgeoisie™, This
s the famous two stage theory
which justified incredible betrayals,
Including the disastrous alliance
with the SLFP in our own country,

“ninn — a standard |

measure
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This was a fundamental [ssue on
which Trotskyism separated itself
clearly from Scallnism and in fact
those who claimed to be Trots-
kyists —the LSSP leaders —had a

much more difficule time  justi-
fying their actions theoretically,
than the CP leaders., That was
In fact a factor in the develop-
ment of the NSEP.  Today we
hear that the l|ocal Scalinists are
revaluating the past in an ap-

propriately self-critical mood and
superficially they seem to have
moved close to  the Trotskyist
positions.  Words  however are
cheap and they alone cannot wipe

out a whole series of historic
betrayals. The workers will judge
them by their actlens.

Finally, as for those neo-5ta-
linist journalists and  academic

pseudo-Trotskyists who pontificate
on the doings of the workers
partles, criticize their “ambiguous
theoretical formulations' etc, from
the fringa of the workers move-
ment; they and their unsolicited
advice will be rejected by the work-
erswith the contempt they deserva.

Tel: 32341 - 4,




he reader whe Is startled by

the question posed In the title
of Dr. Gunadasa Amarasekera's
pamphliet, Anagarika Dharma-
pala Marxvadhee dhal? (Was
Anagarika Dharmapala  Marxist?)
will be relieved te  learn from
the opening page that he lIsn'c
posing It seriously: the title,
berrowed from a reviewer of
one of Dr. Amarasekera's earlier
books, Is a plece of shock-tactics
that Is no doubt good sales-
promotlon. However, Dr. Amara-
sekera doesn’'t find It necessary
to ask another question, much
more pertinent than that so
provocatively displayed on  his
cover. “Was Anagarika Dharmapala
racist? Dr. Amarasekera is so un-
aware of the reality of this issue
that in claiming for the Anaga-
rika the status of a leader who
sought not anly natienal liberation
but alse the ereation of a ‘socia-
list scclety’ in  Sri Lanka, he
accepts without demur the idea
of 2 call for *liberation’ addressed
exclusively to  Sinhala Buddhists,
That, clearly, in Dr. Amarasekera's
eyes, is how things should be,

Howeaver, the case far answer-
ing affirmatively  the questicn |
have posed rests on evidence a
good deal meore substantial than
simply the ethnic and religious
character of the base that the
Anagarlka sought for his move-
ment. In the course of his pam-
phlet Dr. Amarasckera refers to
Dr. Kumari Jayawardena as one
of the few scholars who has
understood Anagarika Dharmapala’s
aims correctly, and quotes from
her Rise of the Labour Move-
ment in Ceylon. | think it a
fair criticism of Dr. layawardena's
book thar, in spite of the in-
valuable  research  material it
incorporates, its evaluation of the
nationalist movement in the périod
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it covers Is, If | may say so, equi-
vocal. But | sheould like to  re-
commend toe Dr, Amarasekera a
study of Dr. layawardena’s paper,
Mationalism, Revivalist Move-
ments and Ethnic Consciousness
in Sri Lanka, read at a Social
Seclentists’ Assoclatlon seminar ear-
lier this year, and representing
Dr. Jayawardena's meore recent
and more mature after—thoughts
on the subject, In  that paper
Dr. Jayawardena brings out the
Anagarika's strong animus against
the minerity communities whao
were non-5Sinhala and non-Budd-
hist. He described Tamils and
Muslims, equally with Europeans,
as infidels of degraded race'.
Another utterance of the Anaga-
rika that Dr. layawardena quotes
reads: 'Look at the Administration
Report of the General Manager
of Railways..Tamils, Cochins and
Hambankarayas are employed in
large numbars to the prejudice
of the people of the island—
sans of the soil, wheo contribute
the largest share There is no
doubt that in the Anagarika's
thinking the 'people of the island’
and ‘sons of the soil' meant
exclusively Sinhalese, and espacially
Sinhalese Buddhists,  Dr. Amara-
sekera himself quotes one of his
demands that the State should
be a Buddhist Stace and that the
Governor, the Colonial Secretary
and all other high officials should
be Buddhists—the same kind of
demand chat  racists and  chau-
vinists have made and continue
to make down to the present
day.

Dr. Amarasekera’s own guot-
atlans from the Anagarika’s spee-
ches and writings also bring out
the faet that he shared and
pcp g:ed che Aryan racial m;,'th
which has been one of the prin-
cipal symbols of Sinhala  chauv-
Inlsm. The Anagarlilka re-
ferred o ‘our innate Aryan
natere’ and ckinship® with the
Aryan races In the Ganges vallay.
The significance of this mycth was
not only cthat lc bolsterad Sin-
hala racial pride by evolking the

ANAGARIKA DHARMAPAIA

by Reggie Siriwardena

chosen "Aryan race' of which the
Sinhaleze were assumed to be a
part, but also that it drew a
sharp dividing line between ‘Aryan
Sinhalese’ and Dravidians—In
short, that it was anti-South
Indian and anti—Tamil,

Al this goes to  prove that
when the Sinhala racialisc  politi-
elans of today resucitate the image
of Anagarika Dharmapala  and
eche  his slogan  ‘Sinhalayanee
nagitiv’  (Sinhalese, arise!) they
are not {as Sevaka Yohan Devan-
anda clalmed In an exchange with
me some  time ago in the LG)
perverting his thought but re-
cognising In him thelr true an-
cestor, Bur it Is Impertant not
only ta characterise the Anaga-
rika's raclst ldeclogy but zlso ro
identify the class interests |t
served. Dr. Amarasekera rejects
the characterisation of Anagarika
Dharmapala by some Marxists as
one who *dedicated his services ta
building = natlonal bourgesisie
and who was an agent of that
class.' | deon't think a Marxist
characterisation of the Anagarika's
role need be a5 simplified as
that, To say that any thinker
or leader served the [ntereses of
a particular class is not necessarily
to say that he was conscious
of doing so, still less that he
was hired or commanded by
that class,  All that is necessary
is to identify what class interests
his thought and action objectively
served and what class outlook
his ideclogy reflected. Ewen the
question of a leader’s sincerity
and henesty, on which Dr. Amara-
sekera lays so  much  stress (for
him the Anagarika's political failure
was due to the fact that che
movement he began was grabbad
from him by self-seeking and
power-hungry politicians) is for
the purpose of characterising his
class position, irrelevant.  And
haven't there been other racist
propagandists who seriously belie-
ved In the virtues of the nostrum
they were paddling? Who is thers

(Corvinned aa page 1)
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by Carlo Fonseka
E:ﬂaﬁperate{j by the theoreti-

cal aberrations aof certain
self-styled French “Marxists',
Karl Marx once went so  far as
to declare: “As for me, | am
not a Marxise,™

The title of Gunadasa Amara-
salera's latest criticial essay poses
the provocative question:  Was
Anagarika Dharmapala Marxist?
His answer s that the Anagarika
was really a committed political
reformer who understood |n his
bones thes enormous ideclogical
patential of Buddhism as a vehicle
for social change in Sri Lanka,
and thart, in no sense wasz he
Marxist. A pity, implies Dr,
Amaraselera, for In  addition to
his intuitive grasp of the idecla-
gical potential of Buddhism had
he acquired the technigue of
“comprehending theoretically the
historical movement as a whale"
he might have died a less disill-
usionad man. Few people know,
as Dr. Amarasekera reveals, that
in the end the Anagarika who
set out to lay the foundation of
a genulne Buddhist  society in
this country became so fed up
that when he breathed his last
in India his last wish was ta be
reborn in India,

Fram the Anagarika’s failure
Dr. Amarasekera Infers that as
an ideclogical weapon far social
change Buddhist social philosophy
unbuctressed by Marxist economic
insights will not work in the
warld of modern economics, On
the other hand, from his obser-
vailon that Marxist chinking has
hitherto not penetrated  signl-
fieancly Inte the Sinhalese con-
sclausness Dr. Amarasekera infers
that Marxist economlc theory
ungrounded in the Budhist hisez-
rical echas unique to our people
Is unlikely ta get a chance to
exert its salutary influenze on
their economic well-being. Take
it or leave ic!

Dr., Amarasekera’s essay is loo-
sely-reasonsd but It grips one's
interest by a quality of canny
incuition which pervades it, He

MARXIST

is kpown to fame as an accom-
plished novelist, and te me his
essay has 2 grace and delicacy
which are totally lacking in much
sociological writing of our time.

Dr. Amarasekera's serious aim
In writing this essay seems to
be to contribute te a dialogue
lezding to the evolution of a
social philosophy for our country
which shall be all of one plece.

Starting from the premise that
Sinhalese culture Is essentially a
Buddhist culture and cthat the
ideal society as adumbrated by
the Buddha 15 collectivist (i, a.
soclallst) he avers that the bed-
rock of our social philosophy
could and should be Buddhistic.
The Sinhalese lap up Buddhism
with mother's millk and the idea
of a “dharmista Bauddha rajjaya”
strikes  an  Immediate cord  of
sympzthy in their consclousness,
According to Dr., Amarasekera,
the Anagarika realised this and
set to werk against the imperia-
lists at 2 time when the sup
never set on  their empire. It
was unrealistic to actempt to wage
a physical war against  them.
What was required above all was
an Ideological war, a battle for
the mind, So with unerring Ins-
tinct the Anagarlka concentrated
his fire on the Bible, Jesus Chrisc,
beef and aleshal, not because he
was a religious fanatle but because
he knew what touched the heart
and moved the mind of the un-
anglicized Sinhalese masses.  Bue
of course Imperialism cannot bae
effectively fought by lambasting
“para suddhas” blackguarding beef-
eaters and  inveighing against
alcehol. And so the fire he set
ablaze gradually burnt ltself out,
To fight imperlalism you have to
understand  its real nature and
what better hypothesis is there
for understanding Imperialism than
the Marxist? The first clear expo-
sition of that hypothesis to the
masses of this country came from
Dr. M. M, Perera and his calie-
agues. History records that Dr.
M. M. Perera returned to  Sri
Lanka from studies abroad the

THOUGHT

year the Anagarika disd, History
moves at Its own pace. Today
the Imperlallsts have pgone, but
not imperialism, and the dhar-
mistz Buddha rajjzya remalns an
unfulfilled Sinhalese dream.

How toe make that dream come
true? That Is the principal Issue
of our time asserts Dr. Amara-
sekera.  Mor does he equivocate
in his prescription. Buddhism and
Marxism must enter the Sinhalese
consciousness.  That Is the enly
way to render unto  God the
things that are God's, and to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,

But, you will ask, can Buddhism
and Marxism both inhabit the
same mind! Some 25 years ago
President layewardene, for one,
put his fertile mind to the matter
and answered with a firm ne.
For his part Dr. Amarasekera has
the temerity to ask: Why nat?
Intelleccual daring is one attribute
Dr. Amarasekera has been endowed
with In full measure. |tis evident
in thiz essay,  Karl Marx, Max
VWeber, Dr. G. G Mendis, Pra-
fessor Walpola Rahula all get
their share of critical commant.
For example, Professor Walpola
Rahula, who expounds Buddhism
merely as a2 means of personal sal-
vation ought to know better than
that Innuendos Dr. Amarasekera,

Somewhere towards the end of
his essay Dr. Amarasekera argues
that Mr. SWRD Bandaranaike was
the political beneficiary of che
liberacion movement Initiated by
Anagarika Dharmapala. He then
indulges the speculation that Mr.
Bandaranaike intuitively understood
that Marxist economic insights
should of necessity havea place
in the scheme of things in
moedern Sri Lanka and  that he
invicad the Marxists to collabarate
with him to bujld a just soclaty
for all of us to live in. The
Marxists, however, avows Dr.
Amarasekera, failed to respond
bacausa, far all ctheir Intellectual
brilliance, they ware not rooted
in their awn tradiclon and

(Cantinwed on pape 1)
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to say, for instance, that Professor
F. R. layasuriya Is not ‘sincere’’

Dr. Amarasekera defends the
Anagarika'scholce of 'canstitutional
struggle' as one which was right
in fighting a mighty empire on
which the sun never set, Yet,
at the same time, not only in
immense India but even in small
Ireland there were leaders who
confronted that same empire
with other means. It doss not
occur to Dir. Amarasekera  that
the Anagarika's verbal rhetoric
against imperialism, coupled with
his racial and religlous ehauvinism,
reflected the character of the
class he served —a belated and
wealk embryonic bourgeoisiz (in
fact, hardly more than a small
trading and handicraft petty bour-
geoisie) who did not have the
capacity to lead a genuine mass
struggle against imperialism, whose
economic interests brought them
much more Into conflict  wich
Tamil and Muslim traders than with
imperiallsm, and whose backward-
ness and Impotence found an app-
ropriate image In their retrogres-
sive, narrow and stunted ideology.

It is perfectly correct, there-
fore, for Dr. Amaraskera to see
5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike as the

heir of Dharmapala: it was in
fact that same petty bourgeoisie

aspiring to be a natiopal bour-
geoisie who found their leader
In  the incongruous figure of

Bandaranaike. When Dr. Amara-
sekera presents 5. W. R D, as a
tragle figure who, like Dharmapala,
fell a victlm to the machinations
of the bourgeoisie, | am reminded
of Thomas Palne's answer to
Burke's elegy on Marie Antoinette:
‘Burke pitted the plumage, but
forgot the dying bird.  What
was the real tragedy — the fate of
Bandaranaike or that of the masses
he had deluded with a racism
masquerading as socialism?

Dr. Amarasekera ends his pam-
phlet with a grandiose vision of
an assimilation of Marxist econo-
mlc and pelitical thinking into
the Buddhist philosophy  which
will net only fulfil the Anagarika's
aims but will zlso be ‘the third
interpretation of Marxism in our
century’ (the other two a_tn?.lng
presumably the Soviet and the
Chinese), which. can point the

& e

way forward to soclalism not
only for Sri Lanka but alwo for
India, Burmz and other countries
of this region. To me it seems
thar, whether Dr. Amarasekera
is consclous of it or not  (as |
said, all chat matters is the in-
terescs a writer objectively ser-
ves), he has instead produced the
perfoct ideology for a burgeoning
new SLFP-LSSP alliance. e s
not inappropriate that the chlef
promoter of this alliance  should
be a scion of the Anagarika's
family. A friend cnce told me
that when he visited Mr. Anil
Moonesinghe's office at the cime
the latter was Chairman of the
CTB, he found on one wall a
portrait of Anagarika Dharmapala,
on another photographs of Mr., &
Mrs. Bandaranalke, and on the desk
a plcture of Trotsky! Just such as
that Dr. Amarasekera recommends!

by Carlo... (comd. from P15

culture.  This charge, of course,
ignores the chronclogy of events
of our recent histsry. One of
the founders of the Marxist Move-
ment in this country in fact
cellaborated  with  Mr. Bandara-
naike and when he attempted In
a modest way to translate some
of his Marxist economic theory
Into practice he was summarily
dismissed and not long afterwards
Mr. Bandaranaike was liguidated by
the forces of big capital.

Dr. Amarasekera's essay is  an
attempt to examine the historical
relationship between the two com-
plementary idealogical mainstreams
of the struggle against imperialist
domination in this country: ane
led by Anagarika Dharmpala ins-

pired by the Buddhist eultural
heritage; the other led by Dr.
M. ™. Perera and his contem-

poraries Inspired by Marxist econe-
mic theory. Maither reached the
goals they set themselves, But

political,  ecopomic  and  social
change In post independence Sri
Lanka in the past, as In cthe

present has never
victor of the two Ideclogical
mainstreams  initiated by them.
And Dr. Amarasekera appears to
believe that in the future it is
the dialectical interaction betwesn
these two ldeological mainstreams
that will lead to the synthesis of
a social philesophy to regenerate
our society,
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State schools and religious

instruction

by S. Francis Perera

ri Lanka has the =anviable

distinction of being one of
the few countries in South East
Asla with an avowedly secular
constitution. Secularism, according
to Montesqueue's classic definition,
Is “the absence of favour or
hestility™ In a state's actitude to
religion. Qur Constitution gur-
antees to every cltizen the right
to subscribe to a faith of his
choice or to abstaln from so
doing. It will, however, be argued
that ours s a secularism with a
differepce, and cthat unlike In-
say-Mexico or Albanlia, religion s
not frowned wupon. Rather, it
will be further argued, chat with
the active concurrence of our
leaders the State encourages the
practice of religion, It behoves us
to examine the teaching of rell-
glon in 5tate Schools in the light
of the foregoing facts.

In Sri Lanka the teaching of
rellgion is an integral feature of
the school curriculum. It is com-
pulsory at the primary and secon-

dary school levels — | .e, frem grade
| to [0. Schools are expected to
have instructors in all faiths re-

presented by substantial numbers
of pupils, In case there is a
shortage of such Instructors those
qualified to handle other sub-
jects—secular ones—may improvise.
For Instance, at a certain |eading
school, Buddhism is belng taught
by a physies graduate for lack
of a teacher trained to handle
the subject,

Mearly all state schools main-
tain 2 majority of pupils from
cne faith er other, It is the

poelicy of the state to perpetuate
the denominational ratios existing
at the time these schools were
taken over frem private control.
In some state schools religious
instruction to  children of  all
faiths represented therein Is not
provided — again due to lack of
instructors. It is then the practice
to induce those children denied

instructlon in thelr
to follow classes
faiths for which instruccion  has
been provided. In several leading
schoals in Colombo, for instance,
Sindhi  children of the Hindu
persuasion study Christianity be-
cause no  Hindu Instructors (In
English) have been provided. |In
such Instances it [s clear that the
child satisfies departmental require-

own falths,
in one of the

ments, but acquires no Spiritual
edificatien. ...
Having presented, | hope, an

unembellised account, of the real
state of affairs In state schools
as far as religlous [nstruction js
concerned, | wish to state thac
the teaching of religion at these
schools is contrary to the liberal

spirit. It is a negation of the
cherished Ideal of secularism.
The encouragement of religious
devotion may be a good thing,
but the State Is hardly the Ins-
titution to engage itself In It
There is no  knowing where a

State which arrogates upon itself
the task of instilling religlous
awakening In children, may end.
The salutary lesson to be learnt
from history Is that state pat-
ranage to religion in the long
run is detrlmental to both Institu-
tions — the state as well as religion.

The training of Jannasaries in
the Ottoman Turkish Empireis a
case In point. It was the practice
of the Turkish Sultans to relieve
their Christian subjects of a cert-
ain number of their sons in early
childhood. In what might be
called cloistered academies these
boys forcibly converted to lslam
were subjected to a rigorous
training, the ingredients of which
were religion and the martial
arts. This super spartan training
turned them Into dehumanized
warriors who rendered ungues-
tioned obediance to unscruplous
Sultans.  In time to come the
Jannasaries formed the maln prop
of corrupt Turkish rule!

POINT OF
VIEW

Modern liberal education stands
for the critical analysis of facts

and principles. In fact, it aims
at  whetting the child's critical
faculty. He is free to question.

even what Is patently self-evident.

Te modern educationists the
child is not a computer which
will lie quescent while it |s being

fed with facts. The good teacher
must show Immense patience in
helping the child to form healthy
opinions and to come to raticnal
conclusions.  On the ocher hand
religion presents dogmas said to

be based on revelation which
must not be questioned, The
child s thus faced with the

dilemma of accepting what appears
to be two versions of truth —ona
in the critical spirit and the
other with mute submission. The
psychological strain which the feat
entails must be sarious,

There is no proof that [n
childhood — which is a formative
period — religion appeals to che
mind. (It does not, howsaver,
mean that the child's mind can-
not be manlpulated to absorb
religious bellefs). On the con-
trary the juvenile mind Is maost
receptive to studles which answer
the why and wherefore of things,
The use of compulsion in che
teaching of religion may cause
the mummification of the child's
critical faculey.  The child will,
morecver, learn to adopt a Uriah
Heapish attitude to life,

In thils context It is well to
remember that Buddhism  and
certain  Christian deneminations

are opposed to compulsery rell-
gious teaching and training. The
Buddha went to the length of
admonishing his would be fallawers
not to accept even his own rteach-
ings if In their opinion they did
not stand to the test of reason.
The Baptist mission is opposed to
children being baptized unless it
is preceded by voluntary accept-

ance of Christtg_{lriﬁr__fam&;n
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There is in our country an
ever-growing section of the popu-
lation consisting of deiscs, sceptlcs,
agnestics and athiests. It would
not be wrong to lump them up
under the commeon term of ‘free-

thinkers." They are by no means
veer. In fact they belong to
all walks of life and are people

of unimpeachable integrity. They
only differ from the rest of the
community in that they do not
subscribe to othordex falths. Mo
doubt these free—thinkers would
like te have their children ins-
tructed in the philosophy of
free thought. But ne provision
has been made in the state schools
for such instructions.  Perhaps
such a demand on the part of
these parents would be looked
upon as a plece of unwarranted
effrontery offered to “conventional
marality.”

Arguing as | do that religious
instruction must be excluded
from State schools, | do not
however advocate the Introduction
of free thought to these schools.

All | wish to point out s that
a grave injustice has been per-
petrated on the children of free—
thinking parents. But- this s
only a part of thelr tale of woe.
Religious instruction being com-
pulsory, free-thinkers—undoubted-
ly with reluctance — permit their
children to submit to what must
be to them an indignity. Society,
| am afraid is Illke the bullying
vlear in Samuel Butler's ‘The way
of all flesh’, wanting to persecute
those whose meorality it does not
understand. The authorities, it
is hoped, will take note that a
considerable section of the rtax
payers are being subjected to un-
fair treatment.

What | object to Is the com-
pulsory teaching of religion and the
state having to meet the expense
of such teaching In schoaols under
it's control. The swudy of religion
may be made optlonal as it was
before the new educational scheme

came in to operation in  [972
Institucionallzed  faiths  in  this
country are affluent. Surely it Is

nothing bur fair thac they relieve
the state of expenditure the

latter can ill-afford.

Religious. instruction may be
given to the children ac their
respective places of wnrship.

Schools may close early to enable
children to attend religious in-
struction at these places — if their
parents so desire. It |5 qulte
commen  In sociallst  councries
like Poland and Hungary as well

as in some federal states of
the W. 5. for religlous Instruc-
tions to be confined to places
of worship.

My scheme is far from utoplan
and, what is more,
long over dus. It involves no
conflict as between state and
religlon.  WWhile rendering unto
Caesar and  organized religion
their just deserts, the scheme
will help keep the precincts of
the latter free from the desecra-
ting intrusion of temporal rule.
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Has capitalism been restored
in the USSR?

ad form to tell wuntruths,
Bparticufarl}' when they are
important ones. Mr. M. Sanmuga-
thasan implies that Stalin rejected
the wview that classes and class
struggles contlnue to exist even
after the socialist revelution. Shan
also states that | too reject this
correct Marxist-Leninlst thesis,

All this however amounts toa
complete  mis-representation of
facts. Indeed, Comrade Shan must
be reminded that the Chinese
Communlist Party once accused
Stalin of precisely the opposite
error! |n their article 'On the
Historical Experience of the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat’

released In 1954, the Chiness
leaders endorsed in all essentials
the Khrushchevite revisionist
denunciation of Stalin  giving it

however, a more ideclogical form.
This incldentally was the first
tanglble evidence that Maeclsm
sprang from the same class raots
as Khrushchevism and was a ‘left’
varlant of the latter, which Is
somethlng that Enver Hoxha has
come to realise belatedly. The
point is, that in this essay the
Chinese leaders joined Krushchev
in accusing Stalin of holding the
view that the class struggle shar-
pens after the socialist revolution.
Obviously this was a view the
Chinese rejected then.

Interestingly enough this is the
exact opposite of the crlticism
that the self-same Chinese |eaders
were to level against Stalln In
the period of the Cultural Revolu-
tlon and after, that 1Is, when
‘Maoc Tse-Tung Thought' was In
full bloom. In this period they
accused Stalin of de-emphasizing,
If net forgetting, altopether, the
question of class struggle under
soclalism, (e.g. 'On Khrushchev's
Phoney Communism'). This is the
same criticism that Shan obliquely
levels at Stalin today. First and
foremost  therefore, | request
Comrade Shan to make up his
mind concerning  the” Chinese

leaders' position in "56, and if
perchance he repudiates the views
contained In 'On the Historlcal
Expericnce’, comrade Shan, who

claims to have defended Stalin
for so long, sheould proceed to
tell us why he has remained

sllent for so long concerning this
Initial Maecist denunciation of
Stalin, Comrade Shan must decide
on which of the twe contradictary
Maelst  critiqgues of Stalin  he
agrees with,

The fact however remains that
both these criticisms are dis-
tortions of Stalin's posicion and
are ctherefare false. What then
was the correct Marxist-Leninist,
(l.e., Stalinist) position on the
question of class  struggle and
soclalist construction? Very briefly
it iz as follows:

Antagonistic classes and class
struggles exist in the period of
transition  from  capitalism o
sacialism. In this period there s
the possibility of capitalist restora-
tion, and it is the task of the
dictatorship of the proletariat to
prevent such a regression,

It is an altogecher different
matter once socialism has  been
built In the main. Secialist society,
which is distinct from Cemmunist
society because distribution pro-
ceeds according to work and not
according to need, is charactarized

by an absence of antagenistic
classes. Therefore, after socialism
has been buile, and exploiting

classes have been eradicatad, there
are class contradictions but no
longer class  antagonisms, and
consequantly, no possibility of
capltalist  restoration owing to
internzl reasons, Classes do exist
(anather distinction between
Socialism and Communism), but

these are not hostile towards
eath wother. Class struggle has
to be waged against bourgeois

influences and esplonage emanating
from the  external  capitalist
environmeant. This explains why
the socialist state dees not wither

A rejoinder to
M. Sanmugathasan
by Chintaka

away even
longer any
internally,
strength,

when there are no
antagonistic classes
but rather, grows in

From 1936 this was the situation
that existed in the USSR, Socialism
had been built in the main and
capitalist restoration was possible
only by means of external Inter-
vention. After the smashing of
the Mazis and the emergence of
a socialist camp following the
second world war, the changed
world balance of forces rendered
highly problematical the prospect

even of an externally imposed
restoration of capitalism,
lt is certainly true that the

possibilicy of capitalist restoration
exlsts so long as the former
ruling classes exist even In remnant
form, since these remnancs would
doubtless have  supparc  fram
without. When Sealin referred to
the worsening of the class struggle
after the seizure of power and
in proportion to the gains made
by socialism, he refers concretely
to the kulaks and In general to
the last (and all tha more violent)
convulsions of the dying classes.
What comrade Shan must do s
to show us how capitalism can
be restored once the exploiting
classes have completely died out
or have been fully liguidated?
Once the economic basis of the
explaitation of man by man has
been abolished, where are the
material  prerequisites for the
restoration of capitalism? Painting
to small (petty-commodity) pro-
duction alone is simply not good

enough, since, as Stalin  points
out in  his  masterly ‘Economic
Froblems of Socialism in  the
USSR, small production  existed

even In the Roman Empire without
giving rlse to eapitalism!

Slave soclety contained within
itself the material concradictions
which gave birth to the feudal
mode of production. Feudalism in
turn gave rise to capitalism and
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the inherent, Irrecencilable con-
tradictions of the capitalist mode
of production gives birth to
socialism. Comrade Shan must now
enlighten us 2s to whether the
Socialist socio-economic formation
contains  within  its womb any
such material contradictions which
engender  capitalism.  Another
peint to be recalled is that
capitalism s a lower socio-
historical species.

Comrade Shan informs us with
something of a flourish that jc
is not possible to confiscate the
reactionary ideas in the minds of
certaln Individuals under socialism.
At best this argument is Irrelevant.
Let me illustrate by means of a
simple example: The fact that
J. R. layewardene cannot confiscate
the extremely revolutionary ideas
contalned in comrade Shan's skull
does not mean that a soclalist
{or Mew Democratic) revolution
can take place so long as the
capitalist state remains Intace,
The converse is egually true, |If
not truer. Beourgeois thinking may
persist, but capitalism cannot be
restored wunless and  until the
socialist state iz smashed, since
material force must be overthrown
by materizl force and at a certain
stage of the struggle for power
the weapon of cricicism must be
superseded by the critique of arms,
Palace coups and “taking the
fortress from within® can result
enly ina shift of power from one
class fraction to another, but not
in a totzl change In the class
character of the state and a total
everturn of property relations.
(The Inabllity to understand this
was the basic mistake of the
wretched Janavegaya  cliguel,
Meither the overthrow of the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie
nor of the dictatorship of the
proletariat can be effected by
palace  coups and changes of
personnel from the top down,
On the other hand, the Hungarian
counter revolution of 1956 provides
us with a classlc example of what
| have been crying to say about
attempts to overthrow proletarian
power and restore  capitalism.
Mothing even  remotely  similar
recurred in the LJSSR,

As for the Khrushchevite eco-
nomlie reforms, and zlse- these
Introduced by Kosygin, any recent
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Woestern study of the USSR will
reveal to Comrade Shan that
very few of those measures wera
actually Implemented. Those that
were, ran Into so much difficulty
that they were abandoned, leading

to an even greater degree of
centralization in  the Soviset
econemy!  The referms failed

precisely because they ran counter
to the objective economic laws of
soclalism. The CP5U's denuncia-
tion of Krushchev's ‘subjectivism’
at the [965 plenum s significant
because It Is  precisely this
subjectivism that led Khrushchev
to flout the economic laws of
sacialism  uncovered by  Stalin.
(This was another In common
between the wvoluntarise Mao and
Khrushchey — they  bath  disre-
gardad Stalin's  contribution as
set out in ‘Economic  Problems’
and paid the price) The main
point is that whatever Khrushchey's
subjective opinions and wishes, he
could not overthrow the objective
laws of soclalist economy, |ust
as he could not change the class
character of the Soviet state
simply by referring to It as the
state of the whole people’.
(Likewise Dr, Clovin R. de Silva's
‘socizlist”  consticution could not
alter the capitalist nature of the
Lankan state). Incidentally the
new  Soviet Constitution  ({the
Brezhnev  Constltution) clarifies
and modifies the term ‘state of
the wheole people’ In such a way
as to bring it very much closer
to Stalin’'s notion of ‘state of
the working people’.

Returning to the specific econo-
mic phenomena that Comrade Shan

draws attentlon to, it is clear
that the small agricultural plots
are  peripheral to the Soviet

ecanemy and in no way canstituts
the dominant relations of produc-
tion. Apart from these small
private plots, which chemselves
cannat be sald or rented, no
individual or group of indivi-
duals can own, sell or rent means
of production in  the USSR,
Furthermore, thereis no right of
inheritance of private propetry.
Whoever heard of a bourgeols
class which dies out in a single
generation llke Mayflies?  Thus,
two fundamental characteristics of
a caplitalist economy are missing
in the Soviet Union.

According to Gomrade Shan
“foreign monopolies like Fiat were
allowed to invest capital, exploit
Soviet labour and take away
profits.”  This would go down
well as an afterdinner joke at a
gathering of US corporation heads,
for they are fully aware of the
utter fallacy of this statement.
As the Report submitted by the
Joint  Economie Commission
{JEC) o the United States
Congress in 1974 states, Soviet
laws require that the Stace retains
full ownership of the maans of
production (except some small
agriculeural plotz) so this prevents
equicy particlpation,” The JEC
Report goes on to make clear
that foreign firms operate in the

USSR on a ‘purely contractual
basis" and are vrestricted to a
“strictly non-proprietorial  role’.
Most of the concracts take the
from of turn-key projects, so
called because the foreign firm
constructs a fully fledged planc,

hands the key so to speak over
to the Sowviet state, collects ics
fee and goes back home. Anather
contractuzl form is that of the
barter  agreement where the
foreign firm is pald back in the
form of produce, over a certain

This

periad. is an exchange of
equal wvalues and involves no
exploitation.

“Material incentives for increased
production was introduced' wails
Comrade Shan. The fact of the
matter however is that material
incentives existed during the
times of both Lenin and  Stalin.
What after all was the Stakha-
novite method? Macerial incentives
and wage disparities are baound
to exist in the Socialist phase.
What is most important is
whether or not wage dispari-
ties are being reduced. We
turn once more te the loint
Economic Commissjon's Report to

the US Congress, this time in
1973, It states;

“Sinee 1965, per capita real
disposable Income has risen by

6.2% annually ... .Under Brezhnev's
leadership the average level of
living in the USSR has risen yearly
by amounts that most westerners
would consider exceptional, Diets
have improved — more mesat any
other quality foed and fewer
starches are an the nations table.



Consumer durables are found |In
mare homes and are more avail-
able in stores. Russian dress has
improved and the contrast with
foreign clothing is less discernible.
Wage differentials have narro-
wed, with the lowest paid
waorkers getting more increases
than intellectuals” (my emphasis),

What this proves is that in
contrast to capitalist  societies,
there Is a constantly rlsing stan-
dard of living of the broad masses
In place of either absclute or
relatlve pamperization, Materizl
incentlves have not caused Income
inequalities to widen. The ten-
dency s in the opposite directlon.

Comrade Shan  should pget his
facts stralght,
Coming to the question of

Trotsky, Comrade Shan not only

does not make a clear diffe-
rentlation  between his [Mao's)
theory of World  Revolution and
Trowsky's  ‘theory' of Permanent

Revolution, he alse does Trotsky
enormus service by misrepresent-
ing the 'theor}" of Permanent
Revolution!  According to Shan
“Trotsky's theory postulated that
the bourgecis democratic revolu-
tion in Russia would evalve into
a Socialist revelutien...." Quite
plainly, this is absurd, because if
that were indeed Trotsky's view,
then Trotsky would be a Leninist
and we would have little quarrel
with him! Thae fact is thac far
from sharing the Leninist pers-
pective of uninterrupted revolution
by stages, whereupon the bour-
gecis democratic revolution would
grow over, would evolve, would
be transformed at a detrminace
stage, into a socialist revalution,
Trotsky held that the demacratic

revelution would place in power
the proletariat alone, which
would from the starc, from the

very earliest stages of its rule,
abolish bourgecis property rela-
tions, In his *1905" Trotsky expli-
citly invoked Lassalle who held
the view that ‘no  struggle in
BEurope can be successful unless,
from the start It declares itself
to be purely socialist.” Trotsky's
was thus a mechanical one-stage
scheme,

Shan gets half marks however
for his accurate endition of the
allied aspect of Trotsky's ‘theocry'
of P. R. (| for one wolld prefer

to talk in terms of Tratskyist
ideology rather than theory,since
‘theory'is scientific while Trotskyism
is not. Trotskyism is a manifestacion
of false consciousness and is there-
fore ‘idesclogical.' In it **men and
their circumstance appear upside
down, as in a camera obsura”)
PR, as Shan correctly says, held
that Soclallst revolution in Russia
could be safeguarded only In the
arena of internacional revelution.
Shan next goes on toe do some-
thing absolutely hilarious. He
sets out the Maoist ‘theory' of
World Revolutlon which we find
is no different from the Trotsky-
Ist view which Shan purports to
reject!  Shan says that “if the
latter (l.e., the final victory of
the world revelution) 1s delayed
and socialist countries are forced
to exist in a world where im-
perialist eountries dominate the

possibility exists of Imperialism
corrupting soclalism—as has al-
ready happened.” [t may be

that | am wvery dense but | sim-
ply cannot see any signiﬂcant
difference between this statemant
and the Trotskyist interpretation
of may be embarrassed, for
different reasons, to be remin-
ded of this, but it is a fact
that Lev Davidovich himself
had dropped heavy hints of a
possible restoration of capita-
lism in the WUSSR and the
crystallization of the bureaucr-

acy inte a bourgeois ruling
class.  Burnham, Schatman and
a letterly Tony CHF have only
made explicic  that  which was
implicit in *The Revolution Bet-
rayed’. The pamphlets of Yao
Wen—Yuan and Chang Chung

Chiao, Which comprise the most
detailed exposition of the Maolst
view of capitalist restoration In
the USSR, are an extension of

the Trotskyist account. Only the
chronclogy is  different.

Stalin, for his part, envisaged
the possibilicy of a  transition

from socialism to Communism
in one country, particularly in
in one as large as the Soviet Union
and he argued that the State
would survive even In the period
of Communism, if Capitalist en-
circlement is not liquidated. This
view originates in hils report to
the 18cth Congress (1939), but was
clearly formulated In 1946, Icis

quice contrary to the Trotskyist-
Maoist poistion.

I am glad that my remarks
have served the purpose of for-
cing Comrade Shan to make an

Implicit choice  becween  Stalin
and Maecism, at least on the
crucial issue of soclalist canst-

ructlon Shan claims to have de-
fended Stalln for a long time.
Seniority however, Is no guarantes
agalnst opportunism —as  Kantsky
and Plekhanov have proven. Fur-
thermore, Comrade Shan's failure
to discern and defend Stalin's
theoretical contributions te the
development of Marxism-Leninism
in the new histarical condltions
{as Le Dwan and Enver Hoxha
are doing) would go a long way
in explaining his political failure
and the emergence of the JVP
challenging, however crudely, the
tenets of ossified Maolsm, which,
though relevant to colonial and
semi-colonial countries, have
virtually no relevance to neocalo-
nizl capitalist socio-econamic for-
mations. If Shan's defence of
Stalin had not been limited to
cthe latters hiscorfeal rale  but
had also extended o his out-
standing cantribucion to the
dovelopment  of  Marxist-Leninise
theory, then comrade Shan would
have been able to comprehend
phenomena that he s stiil unable
to, namely, the changed chara-
cter of the national bourgeoisie
and consequently, the changed
‘stage of the revolution' in che
post WWW Il period, [t s in
place of this recognition of Sta-
lin as theoretician, do we find
the elevation of Mao as the can-
tinuator of Marxism-Leninism,
leading to the creation of the
ideolagical construct *Mao tse Tung
Thought." Wich ‘defendars’ like
Mao and M. Sanmugathasan, Sca-
lin hardly needs enemies! It is
na wonder that the reversal of
de-Stalinization has proved, and
Is proving, easier in the USSR
than in China. This is due to
twa reasons —firstly the economic
basis of socialism is much stronger
in the USSR than in the PRC
[which has not yet bullt soci-
alism and therefore still faces
a pssibility of capitalist re-
storation). Secondly, de-Stabli-

(Continued on  page 235)
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b}r lan Iack {on the Olympics — Supday Times, _Lnndnn 27.7.80)

E WERE seated one night

last week at the bar of the
Peking Hotel, Moscow, and smo-
king a particularly foul type of
Cuban cigarette, My American
companion asked the barman if
he stocked something milder,
maybe a Russian brand. The bar-
man sald no. On the other hand,
he had this excellent Chinese
Variety: Goelden Pine, manufac-
tured at the WYYuhan clgarette
factory. Or we could try one
from his own packet: Marlborough,
made under licence In the Soviet
Union.

This information made by com-
panion laugh In a knowing and
cynical way. He sald: "China and
the States are supposed to be
practically at war with these guys
—and hers we are selling them
cigarettss,” It just went to show:
President Carter's boycott of the
Moscow Olympics was a phoney
and he—Stave Mason, sports fan,
of Porland, Oregan—was right 1o
ignore it, He said he'd begun
ringing up the WWhite House as
soon as he heard a boycott was
likely, He knew he had tocome
to Moscow when one day 2 voice
answered with the words “Boy-
eott Desk.” In Masen’s words:
“A whale department,.. | suddenly
realised | was paying taxes to pay
guys to ruin my wvacatien.”

Marsen wears ared, white and
blue baseball cap. He is ecne of
about 900 Americans who are In
Moscow for the games, fewer than
a tenth of the number eoriginally
booked, They have each pald
£2,400 for the trip, and their rea-
tons for being in Russia seems to
be a mixture of curasity, Olympian
fanaticism and chrift; a post boy-
cott cancellation would have cost
them several hudred dellars.

They ara gathered, many of tham,
in the Peking Hotel, whase name
and decor date from the days of
Stalln and Sino-Saviet frigodship.
It s a lofey and forbidding block

i1

embelished with turrets and pin-
nacles; and the Americans pad
through fts silent halls cireums-
pectly, in sneakers.

That night, after an afternocn
spent watching hefty women from
eastern Eurepe putting the shot,
they went padding towards the
dining room. A band of thres
youths with electric guitars played
western pop, but there were few
diners and no dancers.

| took a seat recently vacated
by the most visible American In
Moscow, Roland Stewart,a born-
again Christian whe stands outside
the Olymplc press centre most
days and strives to catch attention
with rainbow-striped wig and
T-shirt emblazoned with the words
“lesus saves.'  Other Amerlcans
wear natlonzl regalia—one sports
writer, for ewxample, is sald ro
sport a  T-shirt declaring “I'm a
LGB agent' and others again have
made cheir views known discreatly,

A young woman tourist told me
she had recentiy shoured “dirty
commies” through her hotel win-
dow, But that was into the empty
Moscow streets at four in the
marning after a night on the vodka.
Stewart remains the only Ameri-
can who, so far, can be sald o
have mounted some kind of public
demonstration.

His dining companfons are qula-
ter. In fact they behave Ina very
unAmerican way. They have come
prepared for the worst—greasy
soup, no bathplugs, small micro-
phones trucked inte the flower
pot —and are pleasantly surprised
to find little of this, or at least
little that is visible. Theycomplain
neither about the food nor the
coffee, Like many western visitors
to the games, both tourists and
media people, they have become
reflective and wary of judgment,

From one man: “'Sure security
is heavy, but you expect that at
Clympic after Munlch." From anc-
ther: "Have you seen anybody

with a gun since wa got here?
In Mancreal they ALL had guns”™

Like most of us, they realise
that these games, lilke all recent
Olympics, have been used by the
host country as an expensive ex-
ercise in public relations. Like
most of us, they suspect that every-
day life for the Soviet cltlzen
has been cloacked In a heavy dis-
gulse. But, again like most of us,
they have found jt difficult to as
certain the average Saviet citizen’s
views. Barriers of lapguage and
suspiclon are not easily breached,
especially when citizens have been
told on television and in the press
that many of us are CIA agents.

Moscow ftself Is hardly awash
with nights spots, after you have
seen the Beolshal. But then again,
it Is hardly the ghastly place you
read about back home. One paint
on which there Is mutual agree-
ment: the Russians have tried hard.

Hotels, especially those occupiad
by the 5,000 press. radio and TV
people, have been well stocked
with Slberian Salmon Finnlsh vogh-
ort, Maoroccan oranges, French
brandy. Telephones and the metro
are free to journalists. The ope-
rator at the English-language ex-
change answers: “This is the
Moscow telephane service listening
to you very atcentively,”

The Metro has, temporarily,
announcements In English too —
“Mind the doors.' To describe

it s to sound like great Aunt
Mildred's account of [Mussolin’s
wall-timed  crains  eor  Bernard

Shaw's version of Stalin, and the
whole show has put the western
media in a diffieule dilemma — as,
presumably, it was meant to.

The western meadia has not
always resolved this dilemma con-
vincingly. Take lor example, the
Olymple opening ceremaony: mag-
nificent, If you like thac kind of
thing. Bill Ward, the head of
the eperations in [Maoscow for



Europe's Olympic coverage, says it
was the most spectacular he has
seen since he began covering the
games 31 years ago. Yet, viewers
in western Europe saw only a
fraction of the three hour cere-
mony, chiefly the most formal and
baring part; frustrated producers
saw good pictures go Lo waste,

Soviet newspapers told ctheir
readers last week that the cur-
tailed coverage in the West was
part of a plot to discredit the
games which elsewhere had helped
to "'dissipate antl-Soviet prejudice.”
And in a way, of course, they
arg right. Many British sports
reporters In Moscow moaned long
and biccerly last week that their
Londen offices were requiring them
to doctor copy tosuit the needs
of pro-boycott  editorial lines.
Take out reference to gorgeous
Georgian gymnasts, Insert decrip-
tions of troops in serried ranks,

Angry words passed up and
down the line to Fleet Stret and,
fer that matter, across the hars
of Mascow. Earlier last weelk |
was distressed to hear a sports
writer from The Times (gorgeous
gymnasts) tell a feature writer
fraom the Daily Mail (stone-faced
troops In serried ranks) that his
piece “‘made him puke''. Thus also
with the small affray in  HRed
Square, when an ltalian demon-
strating In favour of gay righes
was seized and deporred, and
several photographers had their
film snatched by plain-clothes
police. | have never been so
scared In my life,)” the Sun
photographer told Sun  readers.
Others said they had witnessed
worse at the MNotting Hiil carnivals.

Mo doubr chis kind of disclosura
will serve enly as futher evidence

te the Soviet people cthat the
columns of Western newspapers
are  contrelled by  hard-faced
capitalists, Already, comrade

¥ladimir Popov, vice-president of
the games’ organising committee,
is trying to prove that WWestern
governments are hindering favour-
able reporting of the games by
interfering with telex and tele-
phnoe calls. 50 far he has not
met with great success. At a
press conference last week, he
solicited complaints ane received

mild one from my colleague on
The Sunday Times sports pages,
Morman Harris,

Harris said he had walted eight
hours far a connection te London.
Some days later, he got a call
from the Ministry of Communica-
tions, It had been a fault at the
Soviet end. The operator respan-
sible, Harris was alarmed to hear,
had been punished and Instructed
to be more polite and attentive
in future,

The Russians try too  hard, |
am grateful for my free cuddly
—doll version of the Olymplc mas-
cot, Mischa the bear, but It was
2 mistake to invite me on the
tour of the VI Collective
Vegetable Farm.

And
mistake for
solicit  applause  from his
press codference  for the first
Vietnamese in  space, Hero of
Socialist Labour, Pham Tuan.

Lenin

it was an even

comrade

greater
Papoy 1o
daily

Al weeks, Popov has been
encouraging us to distingulsh pall-
tics from sport, which is what
the foalish Americans have refu-
sed to do, and now he wants us
to salute caomrade Tuan.

The boycott, it may be remem-
bered, had cthere ariginal alms:
to signify western displeasure at
the Invasion of Afghanistan; to
persuade the Saviet Union to
withdraw; and to inform the
Soviet people that their govern-
ment had contravened  interna-
tional law and human righes.
The first was a success, the second
a failure, The third is more
difficule to quantify, but few in
Moscow think It has warked.

True, Brezhnev has stayed away
on holiday on  the Black Sea
coast, aparc from his brief appe-
arance at the opening ceremony,
and this might be interpreted as

some kind of victary for the
west, But, In the words of a
television director here: “The
Russians are seelng cheir athletes
win gold after gold; they're
hearing their national anthem;
they're getting what they want

In the stands of the Lenin
Stadium lasc week, we watched
the ltalian winner of the 20-kila-
metre walk being awarded his

gold meadal | pointed out to
Steve Mased, in  his American
baseball cap, that the rtune we
were hearing was the Olympic
hymn rather than the ltalian
national anthem.

“Oh really,”” he said.

Has capitalism ...
[(Continked from page 21)

zation in China took a much
more fully worked out Ideslogi-
cal form, manifested in Mao rtse
Tung Thought, which proved mare
durable (until recencly) than Its
varlant Khrushchevism. A re-5ta-
linlzation would necesssicate a
through critique of Mao Thought.

A word  about the polltics of
isolation. It is one thing to be
Isolated from the pecty bourgeois
political formations. It Is altogecher
another thing to be Isolated
materially and morally from the
proletarian  wvanguards In power
in countries that embrace a third
of the world's population. It is
this letter that is Comrade Shan's
predicament . e. total estrange-
ment from all the wvictorious re-
volutions ranging from Hanoi to

Managua. And by the way, |for
ane, do not consider Comrade
Shan to be ‘Isolated’ any longer

from the SLFP....

In conclusion | beseech Com-
rade Shan te abandon his evasive
guerrilla tractics, which as Gram-
sci says are applicable In warfare

but unsuited to debace, and re-
ply my central questions con-
cerning Chinese foreign  policy

and Mao's personal responsibility
far Its re-orientation, which were
raised in L. G. May lst 1980,
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CINEMA

;ﬁ;ithyagaya’ — Who sacrifices

what and

hat the practlse of asking for,

and glving, a dowry for a
girl an her marrlage is equivalent
to the act of actually selling her,
has long been recognised by pro-
gressives, even liberals, all over
the waorld.  Thus, when, In a
country like 5ri Lanka, where the
dowry system prevails even today,
a film Is advertised as being
‘anti-dowry', It naturally generates
a certain amount of interest in
the committed film-goer. This is
what happened with "Parithyagaya’,
the film by H. D. Premaratna
which Is new belng screened in
Colemba. ‘Dowry banned!, blared
out the pre-release posters; the
radio advertisments too spoke of
the inequity and Inhumanity of che
dowry system. And so many of
us who had long felt the need
to agitate against the practice of
dawry giving rushed to see 'Pari-
thyaga', hoping to find it an
exprassion of condemnation of a
system that treats women 25 mere
objects to be bought and sold
at the behest of their elders,
But what did we find?

"Parithyagaya' sets out to tell
a story about two young girls,
sisters who are growing up in a
village in 5rl Lanka. They are
poor (1) and fatherless. The boy-
friend of the elder girl, a school
teacher, has a mother who demands
Rs. 10,000/~ as a dowry, as her
just due for having brought him
up and educated him thus far,
The girl’s family does not have
this sum, Disaster beckons. The
younger sister's boyfriend comes
to the rescue; he steals tools
from the autemobile workshop
where he works and thus collects
the money for his intended sister-
in-law's dowry. The wedding
takes place, the giving of the
dowry being the most slgnificant
part of the entire ceremony. The
bridal couple leave, as the Police
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to whom?

turn up to arrest the younger
boy. It is he who becomes the
sacrifice — ‘parithyaga’,

Being apparently overcome by
the oppartunity to show off the
natural beauty of Sri Lanka in
colour, the director seems to have
concentrated his efforts on making
an eye-catching film, ‘sacrificing’
relevance to superficiality.  Thus,
It is really quice difflcult to figure
out who Is poor and who nert,
since all the houses are equally
dazzling in coats of fresh white-
wash and all the actors equally
glamorous In bright new clothes,

The house of the two girls s
very large, by village standards,
and substantially furnished. They
possess a vegatable plet that looks
as if it could furnish the entire

elty with its vegetable needs
single~handed. The girls dress
fashionably and, all In all, ctheir

poverty is restricted to the mere
telling of it.

This is not to say
film does not have its positive
features. It Is, for the most part,
rescrained — performances,  music,
direction —all. It Is only in a
few scenes like, for example, the
first vizit of the schoal teacher's
mother to the girl's home, where

that the

it deteriorates to the point of
being excessive, In  the style
common to maest Sinhala films of

today. But let's get down to the
nicty-gricty — Dowry.

there
the dowry
In face, the entire flm
could be taken to be full of
apologles for it.  The mealy-
mouthed hypocrisy of the schoal
master, who protests that he

MNowhare In the film Is
a condemnation of
SYStem,

doesn't want the money, 1t's his
mether; his argument to the youn-
ger boy that may be, really, it's his
mother’s due return on the in-
vestment she made on his edu-
catlon; the younger boy's sympathy
for him and the efforts of the
entire family to collect the sum
of Rse. 10,000/— all paint to the
fact thac the dowry |s some In-
vincible demon that has to be
appeased,  Dowry becomes a
problem to the characters in the
film only because they do not
have the money to pay It with.
If they could afford to, they
would cough up the whole sum
unquestioningly. As it is, poverty-
stricken though they may be, they
are prepared to go to great lengths
In erder to fulfill this dastardly
commitment, And at no paint
does any cne of the characters,
young or old, question the prin-
clple —the morality — of reducing
a personal relationship to cash
terms.  And even though the
teacher’s mother's asking for, and
getting, a dowry |5 caricatured
all aleng, itis scarcely a comment
strang enough te overcome the
silent and passive acquiesence of
the four members of the younger
generation to this social anomaly,

May be Premaratna started off
with a correct awareness af the
situation and genulnely wanted to
make a film about the Injustice

and  Inhumanity of the dowry
system. Unfortunately for him,
by not creating at least one

character who could confront the
pro-dowry coterle  with some

strength of character and thereby
balance the two polnts of view,
he has ‘sacrificed’ an excellent
theme to the zltar of superficial
beauty and mediocrity.

— Sunila Abeyesekera



Lenin biography — 4
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Foundations laid for the Bolshevik Party

by G. B. Keerawella

Lenin closely watched the
processes going on  in  the
International werking class move-
ment. In his articles he showed
how opportunism was growing in
the Second International. He
waged an  [mplacable struggle
against  this  opportunist  and
revislonlst tendency. Lenin pointed
out clearly chat this devlation
emanated mainly from the petty
~bourgeals fellow-travellers of the
waorking class mavement and frem
the “aristocracy of labour™, the
upper stratum of the working
class which had been bribed by
the bourgeoisie. At the meetings
of the International Socialist
Bureau, Lenin fought for a revolu-
tionary line, criticized Kautsky's
revislonist policy, supported the
Dutch Left Social-Democrats, and
defended Rosa Luxemburg when
she was attacked by che leaders
of the German Social Democratic
Party. In  August 1910  Lenin
attended The Copenhagen Congress
of the Secend Internaticnal, In
its proceedings he took an active
part and during the congress he
called a conference of the left
wing delegates for the purpose
of organising the revoluticnary
sector in the international working
class movement,

In the summer of 911 Lenin
opened a party school in Long-
[umean, near Paris, where he

lectured te the workers on
political economy, and the theory
and practice of soclalism. Under
the new circumstances, Lenin now
strongly emphasized that it was
Impossible for the Bolshivik and
the Mensheviks to remain in one
party any longer. The situation
demanded complete rupture with
the Mensheviks, To fulfil this
aim Lenin succeeded in getting a
meeting of the central committee

called and a decision carried in
favour of convening a  parey
conference. This conference was

held in Prague, in January, 1912.
Lenin = personally directed its
proceedings and delivered the

main reparts, This conference
expelled the Mensheviks from the
Party and laid the foundations of

the Party of a new type, the
Party of Leninism, the Bolshevik
Party.

This  Prague eonference was

held at the time when the
working class movement in Russia
was beginning to revive. A great
fillip had been given the movement

by the tragedy in the Lena
goldfield. *'The Lena shootings
served as  the stimulus  which
transformed  the revolutionary
temper of the masses inte the
revolutionary upsurge of the
masses''. In this sltuation it became
increasingly  difficult to  direce
Fravda (Bolshevik Legal Daily),

and growing werking class move-
ment from Paris. Then Lenin
left fer Cracow on June 19, 1912
and stayed there until the world
war breke out in 1914, During
this periad he devoted his attention
te Pravda. Mearly every day ho
wrote articles for  Pravda  amd
these articles were of Immense
service in guiding the party and

the working class movement in
developing cheir socialist  cons-
clausness.

At the end of [912 a joint

conference of the cencral cammit-
tee and the Party officials was
arranged. The proceedings of the
conference were directed by Lenin,
He drafted and edited the
resolutions and formulated the
Party's tactics in the period of
the revolutionary revival. In this
situation it was urgent need to
popularize the party's fundamental
slogans, j.e. a democratic republic,
confiscatien of all the landlord
estates, and an 8-hour working
day. This confersnce showed that
the Balshevik party had grown
and gained strength.

In the middle of 1913 Lenin
began to work on the national
question.  Among  the numeraus
artjcles Lenin has written “eritical
remarks on the Mational

Question” (1%(3) and *The Right
of MNations te Self-Determina-
tion

(Feb  1914) were very
impartant. Here Lenin  furiously
attacked the Black Hundreds’,

Great Russian [ingoism, and national
oppression pursued by the tsarist
government, In his articles he
made it quite clear that the
right of nations to self-deter-
mination means the right of
subject nations to secede and
form independent states.

The twe years Lenin sctayed at
Cracow was very Important. These
two years saw the mighty revival
of the warking class movement

and the rapid growth of the
Bolshevik Party.
Whean the first world war

broke cut Lenin was in Porenina,
Galacia,. On  Auvgust 8, 1914 he
was  arrested by the Austrian
police, but was released on August
19. Lenin got permissien to leave
Austria for neutral Switzerland.

Just after he arrived In Berne
Lenin addressed a meeting of the
group of Bolsheviks on the party's
attitude towards the war. In this
statement, “*Thesis on the War?”
Lenin answered the basic questions
en the war, viz, the character of
the war and task of the warking
class during  che  war. In
ancther article entitled *=The
War and Russian Social Democ-
racy', he urped" Transform the
imperialist war into civil war,
into war against the bourgeocisle
and landlords! Instead of social
-chauvinist policy of defending the
bourgeoisie fatherland, defeat your
own imperialist government."

In February 1915, Lenin conducted
a conference of the Bolshevik
group abroad in Berne. At this
canference Lenin delivered a report
entitied  “The War and the
Task of the Party.” The war
situation created new and urgent
problems to the Party cadres.
Lenin provided solutlans for chese
problems in an article enticled
A Few Thesis” published in
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sotsial-Demakrat In the autumn
of 1215, There he formulated
the task of the Party and
defined its tactics and slogans
in the struggle for the ﬁnurgeolﬁ
democratic revuiutmn in Russia
and for its conversion into the
Socialist revolution. At the
same time {|9I4-|5} He resumed
his studles of the works of Hegel,
Aristotle and Feuerbach. These
excerpts, and his commentaries
on them, :nnsr,ltur.e Lenin's famous
Philosophical Notebook.

Lenin brought his mind to bear
upon the whole gamut of complex
prablems which arose with the new
historical era of |mper1a|lsm The
product of this was Lenin's famous
book ‘Imperialism, the Highest
Stage of Capitalism'. Marx
nnalysed the foundations of capl-
talism in Capital. Lenin was the
first to make a thorough and all
~embracing Marxist  analysis of
Imperialism, the highest and last
stage In the development of
capitalism. Inan Article on “The
United States ofEurope Slogan”
In August 1915 he wrote that the
Imperialist war had created =2
revolutionary situation, The ques-
tien of the proletarian revelution
and of the proletariat capturing
power was on the order of the
day.

. Mow  Lenin's  activitles  were
directed towards preparing the
waorking class  and its  parcy
ideclogically and organizationally
for the fight for the sacialist
revolution, Lenin carefully collected
and brought to light all that
Marx and Engels has written on
the State, Lenin purged the teners
of Marxism of their opportunisc
distortions and elaberated cthem
in the light of the new experiences
and the new conditlons of the
class struggle. The fruit of this
effort was his great work ‘The
State and Reveolution’.

On Januvary 221, 1917 Lenin
delivered a lecture at a meeting
of young workers in Zurich en
the [%05 Hevolution. He said
“The present grave-like stillness
in Eurcpe must not decelve us,
Evrope is charged with revolution."”
In March the revolution broke
out In Russia—the weakest link
In the Imperialist chaln! <

(Comtinved on page 28)
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God can do it again

The Church at the end of the
Twentieth  Century by Franeis
A, Schaeffer. Published by
fnter—Varsity Press,

Jesus Rediscovered by Malcolm
Muggeridee Published by Fontana
Baoks,

After experimenting with welf-
arism for the best part af
thirty years, we In 5ri Lanka
have called it quits and moved
inte full-blooded capitalism, We
saw that welfarism failed both in
its ideals and its efficacy. On
the other hand many “Western
thinkers will tell us that capit-
alism has failed over there and
they are now trying to tinker
about wich  welfariem.  Britain’s
post—war experience with the
Labeur Party epitamises this
trend.

Yet this is
varjious
Materi=-

individualistic is

basically, all of
juggling  arcund witch
‘brands" of materizlizm.
zlism when it is

called capitalism, when it s
compassionate it is called welf-
arlsm and when it iz alcruistic
it is called socialism. YWe seem
lost in the labrynth of materi-
alism, smothered really by the

culture  of our day— things
people.

When reveiwing Muggeridge's
book Jesus: The man who lives,
Edward Carpenter in The New
Statesman, remarked that "Mugge-

not

ridge as wusual  writes like an
angel." But if we were to stop
short at the lucidity of the

language and the humour of the
polemles we would be missing the

kernel of what this prefound
writer of our age Is trying rte
tell ws in the wwilight of his

earthly existence. Muggeridge Is
passicnate in his conviction that
there can and must be liberation
frem the materialist trap into
which modern man has fallen.
“The only ultimate disaster that
can befall us is to feel ourselves
te be at home here on earth.”

On the run

The ongoing attack. or  the
establishment  that characterizes

our palitical life 1s not an actack
an macerialism or its values, It

is often a2 shallow game of
musical  chairs  which  brings
deliverance to few and peace to

none “If there is one thing mere
unedifying than a ruling class in
a pesition of dominance, It is a
ruling clazs like ours on the run.”

Muggeridge Is witriclic in his
indicement of the churches, Clerical
christianity he dismisses as '‘a
folding screen behind which the
christlan evades the real strenuous-
ness of being a2 christian,”

At eighty he writes "l am

conscious of having being ruled
by buffoons, taught by Idots,
preached at by hypocrites and

preyed upon by charlatans in the
guise of advertisers,” He charac-
terises  journalism, a profession
he excelled at as something thac
“permits one to ba a3 power-
voyeur, peering through key holes
at the antics of the great, and
deriving therefrem little spasm of
obscene excitement.”

Behind the eynicism and the
scathing pen is a mind that s
clear and  penetrating, seeing

beyond the horizon of this earthly
kingdom.  And instead of the
cancer of materialism, the virus
of possession and the intoxicatlon
of power, we can only find God

and ourselves If we “worship
defeat, not  wictory; fallure, not
success; surrender, not defiance;

deprivation not satiety; weakness
not strength. “We are to lose
our lives in order to keep them;
to die in order to live '

From the wvantage point of the
BBC, seeing the world going to
pieces arcund him, Muggeridge may
be excused for his sense of
despair, Francis Schaeffer whom
| would characterise as the most

significant  philescpher  of  the
second half of our century, s
abserving the world fram his
recreat L'Abri, in Swlczerland.
Bed rock

He identifies the twa major
currents In our age as the
“Establishment Right"  and the

BOOK-
REVIEW

“Mew Lefe'. lohn  Kenneth
Galbraith in The Mew Industrial
State advocates thls answer to
to the chaos around us zn acade-
mic and sclentific elite plus the
state. FPlata’s philosopher  kings
return.

Ar  the other
spectrum  is  the Mew Left to
which  Herbert  Marcuse  gave
leadership — it too gives us an

end of the

autharitarlan elite, But neicher
af these polarites have zbsolute
values — they merely  respond

empirically to the crises of our

times,

On  the other hand  the
Evangelical Christian, emphasises
Dr. Sehaeffer, has a solid bed
rock of absolute values. Te him

othics are not a function af
sicuations, They are seminal to
hiz ideclogy.

If the Church is prepared to

take Its stand upon absolute values
then 1t will survive whilst the
transitory currents of today ebb
But that requires
tionary determination —a commit-
ment toe truth and holiness.

away. revalu-

“To young people who want a
revolution, | would say this:
You cannot be a  revolutionary
simply by letting your halr grow
and growing a beard,

“To be a real
you must become
real revelution —a  revolutian In
which you are pitted  apainst
everybady who has turped away
from God and his propositienal
revelation ta men, against even
the users of of the God-words,
a revolutlon In  which we may
again hope to sse good resules
not only in individuals going to
heavan but in  Christ whe s
Lerd becoming Lerd In fact in
this culture of ours to give us
even in this fallen world  some-
thing of both truth and beauty.™

—]. 5.

revolutionary
Invalvad In a
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Madness and

the family

was one of those film-goers who

thought the technical skill of
Gehenu Lamai didn't make up for
its idealisation of the submissive
heroine who sacrifices her happiness
on the altar of family and class.
It is pleasant, therefore, to be able
to report that Sumitra Perles’s
new film, Ganga Addara, is 2
great advance on her first venture.

Even as a piece of film-making
Ganga Addara is tighter, the
narrative is well structured, and
the beauty of the photography

contrasts polgnantly with its tragic
theme. But above all, Ganga
Addara is 2 much mere meaningful
film than Gehenu Lamai. Though
Vasanthl Chathurani Is again the
passive vlctim, there is no equl-
vocation here about the attitude
we are to adopt towards the
family domination which drives
her to madness and destruction.

Ganga Addara is, of course,
not Family Life, but it would
be irrational to expect anything
as uncompromlsing as Ken Leach's
film at this stage of our Industry.
Moreover, in making such com-
parisons, we must remember that
Family Life is the kind of film
that is seen, even In Britain, only
by minority audiences. Ganga
Addara In 2 sense, Is more sig-
nificant because, like all our films,
it s made for mass audiences and
te be screened in the ordinary
eircuits, and has therefore a poten-
tially greater value In Influencing
popularthinking. Indeed, in making
the first Sinhala film which brings
out the essential relation between
madness and family domination,
Sumithra Peries has made a very

significant  contribution to  our
cinema.
A few reservations: | didn't

find a single performance in the
film outstanding (even Yasanthi
Chathurani's | wouldn't grade at
mere than a B-plus), | didn't
think a dector who had read
Freud etc. would be as fMept in
declaring his love for a mental pa-
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tlent who had recently recovered
as Vijaya Kumaratunga was made
toc be. And not a criticism this,
but a suggestion: | don't complaln
about the heraine of Ganga Addara
belng a submissive victim because
this was made plausible In terms
of period and milieu, but | hope
Mrs. Peries in her third film will
make use of her undoubted direc-
tarial talents to explore the more
active and rebellious world of young
Srl Lankan womanhood today.

Catharsis

Mr. 1. Uyangoda is wrong. In
eriticising Uthumaneni as  pro-
moting dangerous illusions, | wasn't
demanding that it should ‘draw
attention to the collapse of the
bankrupt capitallst system.' | en-
tirely agree with Reggie Siriwar-
dena's observation that Mr. Uyan-
goda recommends to me that an
artist is not obliged to serve on
a platter the resolution of the
social conflicts he presents.

But, without asking for ready-
made answers, are we precludad
from judging a film by the impact
it iz directed towards making on
its audience? It seems to me that
in the ‘Social Problem' films mada
within the commercial formula —
whether here orin Bombay orin
Hollywood —there are tweo broad
types. One is the kind of film
where in the last reel, everything
is salved by the Intervention of
chance, 2 Good Samaritan or a
change of heart on the part of
the villain, and hero and herolne
live happily ever after. The second
Is the kind of film wheare the
hero avenges himself bloodily on
his persecutors and enemies, and
often perishes in deing se. Super-
ficially, the first has a happy
ending and the second seems to
be tragic. But both types are
essentially akin, because both effact
an emotional catharsis in  the
audience which serves to reinforce
the social erder: both bring the
audience a2 kind of satisfaction and
re-assurance In guarantesing that

Touchstone

always, in some way. the poor
and good triumph (either subsran-
tially or morally) over the rich and
wicked. lsn't the popularity of
Uthumaneni due to the fact that
the audience walks away feeling
‘blocdy good those bastards got it
In the end!

Lenin...
(Contineed form page =24)

Lenin analysed the revolutionary
events in Russia in his *Letters
from Afar*, He regarded the
Provisional  Government as @
bourgeols imperialist government
and described the Sovier of
Workers and Soldiers’ Deputles
as a workers government In
embryo. The overthrow of the
autocracy was the first stage
of the revolution Tha Party’s
task was to accelerate the
conversion of the bourgeois

democratic revelution into a
Socialist Revolution.
In cthis sitwation Lenin was

impatient to return to Russia to
take direct part in the revo-
lutionary events, He deacided
to recurn to Russia via Germany on
leaving Switzerland. Lenin wrote
“A  Farewell Letter to the
Swiss Workers'. On the morning
of April 14, Lenin arrived in
Stockhalm and on che evening of
the same day he lefc for Russia.

Lenin’s first meeting with the
workers tock plaee  at  Byelo
~Ostrev station, on April 16, On
April 16, Lenin arrived in Petrograd.
Mow the leader of the revolution
took his place at the hzlm. On
April 1917 he addressed a meeting
of the lsading Party workers in
the Taurida Palace on the subject
of war and revelotion. Later he
read the thesis of his address at
the masting of the Bolshevik and
Menshavik delegates te the All
—Russians Conference of Soviets.
These were the famous ‘April
Thesis’,
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