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THE TRIBAL DRUM

Are raclalists hack In actien?
During the debate on Develop-
ment Councils there were aminous
murmurings among  supporters
of those assorted ‘fronts’ which
parade patriotic  nome-hoards,
What makes them dangerogus is
that the support is often bi-
partisan, meaning UNP and S5LFP,

the major (Sinhala) parties.
They ore not guite K. K. K,
but they do hove many impor-

tant Enoch Powells as back-stage
patrans.

The movement for Inter-racial
Justice and Eguality has issued
d warning about this  rocist
campoign. MIRJE says that cer-
tain Individuals and groups in
the country are using the Deve-
lopment Councils scheme as a
propaganda platform. MIBJE soys
that the scheme hos to be
examined for lts merits and
demerits but much of the criti-
cism springs from anti Tamil
motives, and blatantly seeks to
rouse racial feelings.

COST OF DEFENCE

Hiz  critics  were  fond  of
ridiculing the partly, well-nou-
rished Mr. Dudley Senanayake
for his (UNP) “‘buth maruwa"
image, But Mr. Senonayake
turned this weopon of criticism
againstather opponents, especially
those world bank experts who
persisted in recommending drastic
cuts in food subsidies. "'I'd rather
feed the peaple than buy bullets

to shoot o hungry mob", he
used to say.

Sri Lanka did have a strong
cose. Where os other Third

World countries spbent s much
as 20% to 309 of their notional
budget on defence, the Sri Lanka
percentoge always ranged bet-

ween 3% and 59. It still does.

The “Sun" was right in naoting
that this year's defence wvote
has exceeded the billion mark,
but it was wrong in  reporting
that this vote had trebled since
fast  year. However, another
comparison {5 worth  noting.
Two hundred million rupees more
thon last year, this yeor's vote
fs 1.2 billion, exactly the same
as the expenditure on  health
and a little less than the money
spent on the food stamp scheme.

Copital expenditure has now been
reduced by Rs. 346 million,

THREE VOICES

Honoured by his Alma Mater,
Ananda, the versotile Tarzie
Vittach! gave a superb exibition
of oraterical baotsmanship when
he delivered the Clcott memorial
fecture. ("“More Walcott than
Oleott" quipped an old Anandian
skipper when the players were
leaving the field),

But Tarzie, so full of Goutama,
Gondhi and the Third World,
must  have winced — as e
listened to the welcome address,
The distinpuished lecturer, it
wds soid, had come from Olcott
country, the US. As a Newsweek
contributing  Editor and  MNew
York Herald Tribune columnist,
he was  introduced as  “'The
VYolce of America’, his admirer's
favourite staotion.

At this point, o free-lance
sociologist, noticing that Tarzle
was flanked by Lake House
Choirman R, Bodinogada  and
Central Bank Governor Dr. W.
Rasaputram, observed: ''Ananda
was the Sinhala Buddhist answer

to Royal, 5. Thomas', Trinity
and 5t foseph's.,  Mow  the
emerging national  bourgeoisie

has really arrived.  As olternate

Governor to the [IMF, “‘Rasa™
is another voice of America
and so s Bedi, gs the vaice

of the multi-natlonal news agen-
cles. No wonder the Anglican
Royalist Esmoend, of the old
elite, has to champion the Third
World (n Belgrade."

P Foods {2)
The ‘Daily News'
announced the advent
Trade Zone 2 at Biyagama,
near the [Kelani river. The
announcement however could be
premature. The cost-conscious
GCEC is working out the sums
and is not too haoppy about
spending anything up to Rs 500
million on infrastructural develop-
ment. S0 Biysgoma moy end
up on industrial area, not a
full-fledged FTZ.

Incidentally, GCEC hess Upali
Wijewardene was right when he
called Matorola Inc. the first
“truly genuine” multi-national
to invest in g Sri Lankan plant to
gssemble semi-conductors.
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Anagarika And Racism

| have read with great interest
Professor Ralph Pieris's article
‘The Enigma of Anagarika
Dharmapala’ (LG, Oct. 15), and
| have certainly found some of
his revelations regarding the
Anagarika's psychelogy useful
for the light they throw an the
latter's  puritanical attitudes.
However, it doesn't appear
ta me that Prof. Pierls has
succeeded in exculpating
Anagarika  Dharmapala of the
charge of racism. Prof. Pieris
doesn't seek to explain  the
anti-Tamil  and  anci-Muslim
utterances of the Anpagarika
referred to in my review af Dr,
Amarasekera’s  back  [other
such utterances could be quorted).
The fact that Anagarika Dharma-
pala ‘thought of founding a
Buddhist mission for the Indian
coalies' (betraying word), and
that he recognised that ‘*with-
out the cooly the rubber and
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tez estates cin't be worked® is
hardly sufficlent ground for
holding him to be guiltless of
racism. To draw an analogy,
It wouldn't have been difficult
to find in the last century
upholders of white supremacy
in the southern states of America
who were assiducus in propaga-
ting the Gospel ameng the
Blacks and alse recognised the
Indispensability of the latter
for working the plantations:
that didn't  make them any
the less racist,

l'also fail to understand the
peint of Prof. Pieris's observa.
tion that 'ne purpose |¢ served
by categorising Anagarika In
terms of unanalysed general
categories such as ‘“race”, |
was categarising the Apagarilka's
thaught in terms not of ‘race’
but of ‘racism’ a very different
matter. Prof. Pieris sheould
address his criticism not to
me but to the Anagarika, who
used the ‘unanalysed general
category of race’ in propaga-
ting the myth of the ‘Aryan’

descent  of the ‘Sinhala race’.
It is characteristic of racists
everywhere from Nazi Germany,
the United States and South
Africa to contemporary  Sri
Lanka — that they don't define
the concept of race In sclentifi-
cally preciss terms: that, after
all, is the necessary condi-
tien of the promotion of
racism as an ideology.

Reggie Siriwardena

Colombo §,
Reply to Chintaka
Chintaka accuses me of

having **actually helped organise
the “*Hansa Regiment” to guard
Police Stations at a time whan
the armed forces were but-
chering youth In their thous-
ands". (Lanka Guardian of
GI/10/1980) This is a foul [je
from his own School of Stalinist
Falsification. The All  Caylon
Commercial and  Industrial
Workers' Unlon of which | was
Secretary at the time was not
associated in any way with
arganising and recruiting to

Hansa Regiment. Mor was | so

asseciated  In my  personal
capacity.

The evolutlon of my ideas
during 1971 - 1972 could be

judged from the facc that at the
1972 LS5P Conference when
Comrades like Dr. Osmund
layaratne and D. G. William
"unceremoniously’”  abandoned
their pesitlon and succumbed
to the pressure of the leader-
ship, Comrades Vasudava
Manayakkarz, Edwin Koralawela
and myself were the anly signa-
tories to the second reselucion
who held aur ground and refused
to withdraw our signatures 1o
that resolution.

In fact neither Insurgency nor
Emergency was able to prevent
the All Ceylon Commercial and
Industrial Workers' Union frem
providing 2 militant leadership

ta  workers in the private
sector during this period —
fram the Metal Industries

Strike of April — June 1971 to

| Continued vn page 7)
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Ronnie : Persecuted but not

forsaken

y their quotations, ye shall

know them. As a brilliant
alumnus of St. Thomas', whe must
have carrled away the ‘Relizlous
Krnowledge' prize along with nu-
merous other trophies, Mr. de
Mel will recognise the Bihlical
adaptation. Besides, Ronnle ("For
God's sake don't refer to me as
Ronald" he implared this reporter
the other day) is a prolific user
of gquotes.

As a lonely ‘independent’ (after
he crossed over from the SLFP)
Ronnie drew from an astenishing
array of sources te adorn his
studied contributions. And he was
lucky that there were a fair num-
ber of members to appreciate his
erudition. But where most MP's
were content “to throw the book
at you, Ronnie", wrote a Lake
House correspondent conce “flung
a whole booksheli” — Plate and
Montesquieu, John Stuart Mill and
Acton, the Economist, the Finan-
cial Times, the Barclays report,
and, since his ideas In those days
wore a robust pink, Lenin, Castro,
Teresa Hayter (“Aid as Imperia-
lism™) and Cheryl Payer (‘The
Debt Trap'),

If his reading ranged from China
to Peru, his travels, as he re-
minded us in the 1977 speeeh,
broadened the mind further. He
knew both systems, and both
worlds, while standing firmly in
the Third World, He remains
ore of the very few in this
assembly who has a firm intellect-
ual grasp of the international
system and  what makes It tlek.
The system conditions the life of
natiens, and determines the de-
clsions of its policy makers, If
this Is true of palitics, it is truer
still of economics. And for under-
developed nations, it Is the in-
escapable fact of life. The system
both expleits and exposes our
econamic dependence. In  doing
50, It steadily narrows tha.choices
open ta policy-makers, te presi-

dents, premiers znd finance minls-
ters,

Though he did not spell it out
in quite this fashion, this was
the cheerless message Mr. de Mel
canveyed to his fellow ministers
and MP's, as he found himselfl
in an unenviable situation; a
circumstance not without its
irenies. For, Inspite of his own
well-Infarmed familizricy with the
global economic envirconment, the
chronic ills of the Third Woaorld,
the nature of ‘aid’, the role of
such Insticutions as the [MF ete,
Mr. de Mel had szllowed himself
in Mov, 1977, to be carried away
by the heady enthusizsms of the
moment.

Understandable of course. The
glorious euphoria of  luly 1577
would have swept even the fler-
cest sceptic off his feer. The
UMNP's landslide victory could be
a world record. (Mr. BSeaga's
party has now done slightly bettar,
percentage-wise, in Jamaica).

To his own immense perzonal
satisfaction, Mr. de Mel, the ex—
SLFP er, saw Mrs. Bandaranaike's
party reduced to a pitiful B sears,
A massive vote of no-confidence
had been passed on ‘middle-path
palicies” an the U. F.’s half-baked
‘soclalism’, on a ‘closed’ inward-
locking economy characterised by
scarcities, ratlens and queues.
Furthermore The Left was dead,
and wich it, presumanly, its high
falutin' theorfes of neo—colenia-
lism, dependence, the crisis of
the capitalist world and the on-
coming recession. The time had
come to ‘open’ the door. All
will be well. The future was

bright,

So, beaming like 2 largesse—
laden Sanmta Claus, the MF was
photagraphed at the airpore, with
the next day's headlines announ-
cing..." Ald, aid..aid ...money,
money, money,... pouring from
thz skies”. And the only prob-

lem? The maney was there, more
than enough, but where were
the projects! (Mow, we have an
average 22% cut In the capital
expenditure  of |4 ministries),

Sri Lanka, backed to  the
hile by the IMF, will become one
of the strongest currencies in
the warld! (Today, the poor
rupee, Increasingly short of breath,
is pushing 50 ..... to the pound
sterling).

Mov. 1977, Flying away from

the seript to enjoy the Im-
measurable pleasures of that time,
Mr. de Mel poured scarn, rldi-
cule, laughter and fury on his
favourite cargets. And then he
quoted Miltan Friedman.

Mov, 1980. A much mellowed
Mr. de Mel, sticking scrupulousiy
to his text, paused at a guotation
from lohn (enneth Galbraith.
For emphasis, he repeated it in
Sinhzla  slawly .. .. almest at the
dictation speed used by the Voice
of America in is® speclal English
news pregram', designed for back-

ward, but  hopefully educable,
seml-literates, He quoted Gal-
braith ("Mothing so weakens

government as persistent in-
flation’), the Brandc Report aon
the grim world economic autlank,
and Lerd Caradon's memo to
Finance Ministers in the very year
Mr. Mel himself attained that high
station.

""We are troubled on every
side but not distressed, perp-
lexed but not in despair, perse-
cuted but not forsalien, cast
down but not destroyed®,

The Almighty apart, whoe Is
persecuting the MF, who is casting
him down and who has  nec
forsaken, him, are obviously specu-
lations best left to  columnists
like ‘Deep Threat' and Migara
(Weekend) and che Opposition
press, His troubles and perp-
lexities, on the other hand,
explaln Mr. de Mel's dilemmas,
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and if this budget can be cha-
racterised [n 2 single phrase, It
is the budget of a dozen dilemmas.
But what is important Is that
this is not just & personal dilemma
for this particular Parliament could
not have found 3 batter finance
minister; a man more knowledge-
able about the International sys-
tem and its agencies, more skilled
in negotiating and better equipped
with the experience of public
administration and private enter-
prise.

Mr. de Mel's dilemma Is the
dilemma of a government which
has embarked on a certaln course,
Basically, it Is the predicament
of a dependent economy increa-
singly vulnerable to the pressures
of an world econemic order whose
iniquitles and  vicissitudes the
Brandt Repert has rather ably
analysed.

In August this year, Prof. Fried-
man, pontiff of the Chicago school
of "Manetarism™ (L. G. Sept. |5,
1978) was  in  London.  For
Mrs. Thatcher's Tory Eovernment,
which had commictted  jeself fully
to the Friedman formula of eco-
nemic recovery, it had been no
gloricus Indian summer. A wintry
chill was felt througheut the
British econemy. High Inflation
and high unemployment.

Like Lord Caraden and Mr, de
Mel, Mrs. Thatcher was being
attacked on every side; as labour
was laid off, and factories closed
by the TUC, and, as bank credit
was squeezed, by the CBIl, the
spokesman of British Big Business
which had put the Teries, in
office. As Mrs. Thatcher and her
“ecanomic ministers'’  (che inner
cabinet) summoned Pref. Friedman
for wurgent consultations, Fleet
St. breke inte a sardenic chuckle.
The Chicago surgeon, the Michael
de Bakey of monetarism was
being rushed to the bedside ba-
cause the patjent was showing
no signs of post-operative recovery!

At least one leading UK paper
invited an opinion from Galbraich,
Widely regarded as the finest
economist produced by the western
world  after Keynes, JKG won
renown as the high priese of
the Affluent Saciety. Since.then
he has changed many of his

4

views, a developmeant which has
paralleled the 'shocks' and “crises’
that have continued to bedevil
the western economy. In his
famous Relth Lectures an the BBC,
for Instance he devoted more than
half his time to Marx, and treated
only one other econamist respect-
fully, Keynes.

JKG was kind (patronisingly so)
to Friedman, buc certainly not
respectful, as he examined the
ideas of the man whose pres-
eriptions have been accepted by
one athar regime, Pinochet's Chile.
JKG did not say what Eduarde
Galleans  said of Adam Smith
(In the periphery Adam Smith
needed Mussolinil) but he did
remarlk that Friedman, his admirers
and critics, wers Iu:‘.ky becausa
his ideas could be tested in the
ideal conditions — an  advanced
capitzlist country, a parliamentary
democracy, and a government
totally committed to his ideas,

Contralling or tinkaring with
the machine (in this case, the
the money supply mechanism) he
cancluded, can resolve difficulties

temporarily or for a fairly long
perled, in  certain conditions,
But never when the basic con-
ditlans had created ‘structural’
problems. The world economy
was facing such problems.

It is a truism that the Third

World's problems are structural,
This limits che eptions for gover-
ming groups which would, ideally,
like to follow 'democratic’ ‘social’
welfarist” policies, The cholces
are even more difficult for popu-
larly electad regimes. As  in
lamalca,

A few days before the Sri Lanka
budet, lamaica was going te the
palls in what was called "“The
IMF election." Having ruled the
country for 8 years (two terms)
Mr. Manley's left-leaning PMNP
was in deep trouble. While its
politics had certain  exceptional
features (the proximity te the
US giant, and the PMP's strong
friendship wich Cuba) its economic
situation  was  wypically  ‘Third
Woarldist'. As this election held
on schedule and its result proves,
It was also as much a pluralist
demoeracy as Sri Lanka.

The sharp econamie decline
came with the comparatively poar
prices fatched by its exports —
minerals {mainly bauxite) and agri-
cultural produce,—by rising im-
port pricas, large fuel bill, a drop
in tourist income, and a severe
exchange crisis. The rival JLP,
wholly private enterprise orientad
and aopenly pro-US (the party
embicm, as Canute lames reported,
is the US Libercy Bell, including
the crack in the originall}) blamed
the PMP's ‘socialist’ policies for
alienating the U5, and driving
investors and tourists. Pointing
out that tourist incoms had gone
up in the last year, Mr. Manley
charged the ILP for instigating
political violence and the US media
for dellberately highlighting this.
[n any case, he argued that
lamaica's problems would  have
been worse but for the “controls"
imposed by the government on
economy. However, unemployment
reaching 319 and Inflation excee.

ding 26% framed the electoral
mood,
In March, Jamaica broke off a

threea year relatienship with the
IMF while his Finance Minister,
Mr. Small pleaded in wvain for
the scheduling of debts from
cammercial banks. (By lune, IMF
officials were reported to have
secrer talks wicth Mr, Seaga, the
Opposition  leader).  The crunch
came a lictle later. The F. T.
reported:

“Mr. Manley’s anger with the
IMF has been building up for the
past three years. But Jjt came
ta a head when the Fund asked
the PM to cut the budget, already
reduced by US 56 millien, by a
further 2B milllon dollars, The
lamaican leader argued chat this
was a reclpe for political suicide
as it would mean the dismissal
of 11,000 gov't warkers at a time
when unsmployment was causing
serious social problems™,

Since the temptation to draw a

parallel with the United Front
and the S5LFP may be strong,
the reader must be cautioned,

In late 1972 (i.e.) before the oil
price hike, and certainly long
before the LS5P was sacked), a
White Paper on Foreign investment
was presented by PM, In her capa-



city as Planning Minister, The
Evening Standard (London) gree-
ted it, thus: “this goes far be-
yond any previcus cencessions to
forelgn capital, even those offered
by the preceding rightwing NP,
It halled the offer az a ‘total
victory for the middle-of-the-road
elements in the ruling coalition.”
{Evening Standard — Auvgust 24ch
1972).

Victory as now know, was not
‘total’ since no attempt was made
to implement the White Paper
except much later in the FTZ,
Export Promotion, the Fareign
Investment Guarantee Law,

According to Western diplomarts,
IMF officiais in VVashington state
quite catagorically that the SLFP
in 1975 accepted ‘the same stabi-
lizatlon  package’ in  principle.
The government finally decided to
wait till after the elections to
try out a change of directicon..
also, we learnt there weare pre-
ssures  Inside."  Mr. Subasinghe,
holding the key Industries port-
folio, and the CP, were probably
thess "pressures.” (Independently,
Cheryl Payer traces the UFs re-
lations with the IMF in her well
known book.)

In this cennection, FDB's replies
at a recent C5R seminar are most
interesting, Mow can you denounce
the UMP as dictorial when icis
using the very laws that you con-
ceived! “Yes, but then there was
2 strong  opposition’’.  How can
the SLFP criticise the UNP's open
Invitation to the robber barons
and the MNC's when you extended

the same Jinvitation? *‘Yes, but
they didn't come.”
The dilemma of limited {and

unpopular) options is not the
psychological malady of this or
that Minister or even of this or
that party (although the policies
of a  particular government can
a8fravate the problem) but of
Third World" regimes incapable
of brezking the chains of econo-
mic dependence, and the strangfe-
held of a werld system dominated
by the West, and managed by
institucions like the IMF and |BRD,

While Mr. Manley, In lamaica
was getting angry, the same F. T.
was reporting that Mrr de Mel

was ‘exploding In anger' in Paris.
The occasion was the Ald Group
meeting, soonsored by the IBRD,
with her ‘'big sister’, the [MF
also present,

To the surprise of the MF,
and the Mahawall Minlster, Mer,
Dissanayake, the Bank and some
danors, including Britain  which
had given us an ocutright grant
(the largest) of 100 million pounds
fer Victorla, cpened fire.

Conducting the Vietnam war,
Mr. McMNamara had seen the US
getting stuck In the mud of Viet-
nam’s rice paddies. Mow apparently
on the side of Third World 'good
guys, Mr. McMamara's top re-
presentative made a symbolic
pesture of tha change of hesarc
and got stuck in the mud of
Sri Lanka's paddy fields at Wap
magul. But that was in 978,

in 1980, it was a different story,
Could 5ri Lanka kesp this pace
of growth! “Where was the ma-
ney, the local resources! Cost
escalation had made nonsense aof
the original Mahaveli estimates
but the donors could not make
the gap since they were in serious
trouble too, Why this heavy
expenditure on “non-productive’
and "leng gestation®  projects?
Why was the Kotte complex
necessary?! Why this large Invest-
ment on housing and construction?
Let’s have znother look at Maha-
vell though the aid (Rs.8000 million)
is pledged.

Even angrier than his colleague,
the Mahavell minister was to remind
everybody thact che UNP had won
its great victory on two economic
issugs —unemployment and living
costs. The Minister even had a
snide reference to those parties
which win elections only to send
unemployment sky-rocketing — A
shet at Mrs, Thatcher, surely.

To his eredit, the MF returned
home to warn the government
and the country that cthe aid
climate had suddenly bocome dis-
tinctly chilly,

This was in July, the cruellest
month, The IMF worried about
the rapid expansion of monsy
supply and Inflation, called for
“financial discipline.” But by that

(Continued on page =23)
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THE ARMY’S EXPANDING ROLE

by Jayantha Somasunderam

he Armed Forces that came into
being in 1949 and 950 with
the advent of dominion status for
Ceylen, were of a limited and
token nature. The Army, the
dominant service, was commanded
by only a brigadier — a British cne
— Brigadier Earl Caithness.

With the exception of the 1953
Hartal the Armed Forces were
used by the UNFPF with caution,
Mineteen flfty slx saw the
expansion of the Armed Forces,
the birth of new units and their
frequent use to augment the civil

authority. This period coincides
with the Ceylonsiation of the
Armed Forces, the last British
Commander, Brig. Sir. Francis

Ried being replaced by Brig. Anton
Muteukumary  OBE ED. The
Bandaranalke era alse saw the
emergence of twa new phenomena,
the provision of  diplomatic
assignments toretired commanders:
Maj. Gen. Anton Murctukumaru
OBE ED, Maj. Gen. Winston
Wijekaon OBE ED and Maj. Gen,
Richard Udugama MBE, and thelr
doubling In  civil posts:  Ajr
Vice Marshal Paddy Mendis, SLAF
and Rear Admiral Rajan Kadira-
gamar MYO RCyM,

In 1955 the Ceylon Armoured
Corp was set up at Ridlysgama with
its st Reconnalssance Squadron
being commanded by Ma]. Sepala
Atrygalle MVO ED. The followling
year the Sinha Reglment was
raised at Katwwkurunda under Lr,
Col. Roy Jayatllleke MBE, The
Gemunu Wat@h followed in (962,
It was commanded by Lt. Col. lohn
Halangoda. The Army Training
Centre at  Diyatalawa and the
4th  Regiment Ceylan  Artillery
were also constituted during the
first spell of Bandaranaike rule,

1956 to 19465,
This expansion paralleled the
extensive use of the Police and

the Armed Forces in civil life. The
deployment of the Army agalnst
the Federal Party's satyagraha
and the use of troops to perform

&

the work of strikers, becama

widespread in 1961,

The recourse ta the millcary
which had begun imperceptibly
under  S.WW.R.D. Bandaranaike,

became a way of lile under Mrs.
Bandaranaike and Fellx Dias whao
was appointed Parliamentary
Secretary  to the Ministry of
Defence In 1950,

INSURRECTI N

The growth of the Armed
Forces and Police in this decads
was however modest compared to

the expansion that accured after
1970, VWhen she surrendered
Office in 1977, Mrs Bandaranalke

bequeathed ta her succeszor a

miiitar}-’ force numbering 13,700
running on a budget of Rs. 500
million  per vyear. In |970 che

budget was Rs, 45 mlillion,

With the cutbreak of the Insurrec-

tien In 1971, the milicary swamped
clvil  life, Their budget was noe
lenger subject to Planning Ministry
scrutiny. Their numbers prolifera-
ted and a new generation of
weapons were provided for them
by Mrs. Bandaranalke and Felix
Dias. Wwhen the Insurrection
proved an Inadequate excuse for
pumping funds into the military,
security  for the MNon-Alignad
Summit took its place,

So pervasive was the presence of
the military that J. R Jayewardene
was to tell Parliament In 1974 that
the Army, particularly the MNatlonal
Service Regiment set up In 1971,
was Mrs, Bandaranatke’s political
Instrument.  He warned of the
danger of the constanc glicter of
medals znd the brass and brald of
uniforms, fer democracy, Finally he
charged that a clique, consisting of
Mrs. Bandaranaike's loyalists
within the Army, was accumulating
considarable powar In its hands, as
2 prelude to a military government,

During  Mrs.  Bandaranaika's
second period in office, ending In
|977, the Regular Army increased
from 6,900 to 8,200 men,

An  Army which twenty vyears
before had been commanded by a
Brigadier was now large enough
to require a Lievtenant General,
The Armoured Corp had its Dalmler
Armoured  Cars  replaced by
Saladin  Armoured Cars. The
Artillery recelved 76mm and 85mm
guns. The combat troops were
equipped with automatic weapeons,
modern communication equipment
and had BTR- 152 Armoured
Personnel Carrlers to take them
to battle.

The 5rilLanka WVolunteer Force,

two regiments of which were
barn in  the seventies — the
Mational Service Regiment and
the Rajarata Rifles — had grown

from 4,000 to 9,000 men,

COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS

In 1970 the Royal Ceylon MNavy
had one frigate, the  HMCyS
Gajabahu, and 6 patrol Boats. The
Regular Mavy numbered |,700 and
the wvolunteers 200. Today the
Sri Lanka Mavy has & Fast Arcack
Gunboats — 5 frem China and ane
from the Soviet Unlon — supporeed
by 27 patrol Boats. The Regular
Mavy has 2,600 officers and men
and the volunteers &00,

When Mrs. Bandaranaike took
office in 1970, the Royal Ceylon
Air Force wich 1,650 men, consis-
ted of a squadron of 12 Jet Provost
armed  trainers, 12 Chipmunk
tralners, |2 Heren, Dove and
plonesr communication and
transport craft and 3 Dragonfly
helicopters.

When she stepped down in 1977,
not only was the Sri Lanka Air
Force flying commercial operatlons,
it had 2,200 officers and men and
[,100 men In the SLAF Volunteers
which began in 1971. The SLAF
by now had a graund attack fighter
squadron of 4 Saviet MIG — I7s,
| MiG. — 15 and 3 Jet Provost. It
had a Transport Squadron of &
craft, a Communleatian Squadren
of 3 craft and 16 tralning craft.



lts Helicopter squadron had 7 AB
2065 and & Bell lec Ranger 47és,

When she handed over the
relns of office Mrs. Bandaranaike
had not only raised the strength
of the Police to 14,500 but she had
also sec up a Special Police Reserve

Farce of 4,500,

On coming to power in July 1977,
the UMNP was in such a pesition
of strength that it could count on
its supporters to crush opposl-
tion. For twe years, whenaver
the opposition took to the streecs,
they were the recipients of
violent reprisals — and the Palice
were often indifferent by-standers.
The catalogue of vialence began
with the attacks on SLFP supporters
on July 23rd 1977, It also lists the
attacks by ‘villagers” on the
Kelaniya University students who
elected an  anti-UMNP  swodent
council; the attacks on the Bank
scrikers and the beating up of
ocpposition trade  unionists like
Mowlana when they protested
over leave withdrawals for public
SErvants,

LAST TIME

On June &ch this year, for the
last time, the UMP was able to
repeat this tactic. On this the
Day of MNational Protest, not
enly did CP Unionist Somapala
die, but his funeral became a
massive protest  demonstration
which encouraged workers to come
out on strike in July. With 155
Union members also jeining the
strike, it was no longer possible
to use their supporters to counter
the opposition. The UNP Adminis-

tration, like so many unpopular
Gaovernments before it, sought
refuge aad protection from the

Police and Military.
At the August Bch  Satyagraha

held In support of the strike,
the police  swooped  down,
and  arrested Wasudeva Mana-

yakkara, GCSU leader Mahanama
and MNSSP General Secretary, Dr.
Vickremabahue Karunaratne. Wich
the Police and Armed Forces given
carte hlonche publle demonstra-
tions as an expression of opposi-
ticn just disappeared.

Finally, when parliament took up
for debate the disenfranchisement
of Mrs. Bandaranaike afd Felix

Dias on the l6th October, Celombo
was saturated with (0,000 police-
men and troops. Me  public
demonstrations of sympathy was
to be permitied. Frem dawn Alr
Force spotter alrcraft circled over
Celombeo and  reconnalssance
helicopters kept warch, At Galle
Face armed toops mannad barri-
cades  where they scrutinised
and frisked visiters to the ecity,
The troops In bactle dress had
the butts of cheir Toammy Guns
resting  on their  shoulders,
muzzels in the air. Beside them,
their officers cradled high frequency
radio telephones. And behind them

In the Army Rugger Grounds,
Armoured cars stood by for
action.

Letters ...

(Cantinwed from pope £)

the WWalkers Strike of March
1977, It was not necessary for
Vama, as alleged by Chintaka,
to tout me later as a working
class leader. My own record of
uninterrupted activity in  all
sectors of the crade wunicn
movement frem the nineceen
forties is there for the unbi-
assed; and can be subjected to
critisism, If necessary. Buc why
confuse the histary of indivi-
duals with that of the Vama
tendency and the MNSSF?

The MNSSP is helr to a great
tradition — a tradicion establi-
shed by the LSSP in its hey

day. acradition of “irrecancila-
ble opposition to

imperialism

and capltalism, its passionate
defence of democcratic rights
and its  sincers regard for
democratic processes, its
soclalist  internaticnalism  as
well as its deep desire for a
real national unicty forged on
the murtual  trust  of the
differant communicies  who

inhabit our country, and lasc
but not least its revolutionary
falth in the capacity of the
masses to achieve',

Oswin Fernando.
Colombo 2,
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Reagan :

Easy rider on

American nostalgia

by Mervyn de Silva

SU:h is Amerilca's pervasive
global presence that non -
American observers of US elections,
particularly observers In  the
“Third World"”, tend to see the
campaign and the candidates
through the prism of US foreign
policy and international issues.

This of course is a mistake: seme-
times as misleading an error as
taking the viewpoints of the New
York Times of the Washington
Post, the sophisticated voices of
the Eastern Establishment as the
true mirrer of American public
cpinion.  Visitors who  travel
through the Mid-west or the deep
South quickly realise that they
are on a ‘voyage of discovery’ too,
discovering first of all the error
of thelr ways, their false appro-
aches to the ‘real America’, the
electorate  which decides wha
moves into the Oval Office,

In the midst of the worst econa-
mic crisls since the Depression
(some say that it |s the warst
since the Clvilwar) the opinion -
forming questions are inflation,
unemployment, health care, social
security, energy, taxes and so an,
The Carter administration claimed
that it had reduced inflation in
the past few months from an all -
time high of 18-19% to a single -

digic........ between 79 and 99/,
But the Reagan camp argued
that this s index-fixing and
government's jugglery with
figures and the  monetary
mechanism,

Given the average Ameriean's

fierce individualism and profound
suspicien of gevernment (VWas-
hingtan is where the big fixers
are) Mr. Reagan made good pro-
poganda out of it because there
Is the underlying conviction that
Mr. Carter was an inexperienced,
incompetent  and  weak-willed
president, =

g

(headline, Financial

policy)

“Going bockwords Into the [980°s" I

Times examination of US faretgn

“There is a feeling in our guts that when we come through
the swinging doors of the waorld, the people inside the tavern
do not look at us with the same respect”.

(H. Brandt Ayers, small-town editor, Alabama)

“The world situation

and

the unity of liberation move-

! menls fras greatly reduced the scope for pistol-packing actors in

Hollywood  films"

(Teheran Radio commentator)

The distrust of Washingten and
the Federal government is natlve
to the graln, and tradition-hound.
The less ‘government’, the less
intervention by the Centre, the
better. It s a scepticism nouris-
hed not only by the emational
impulses of reglonalism but also by
an obsessive concern with States’
rights, a psychology moulded by
the shaping forces of American
history, the making of the Unian.
(The other side of the antipathy
to the Centre is the equally strong
sentiment  which demands that
State's rights should be jealously
guarded,

That this is no academic Issue
meant for constitutionalists  was
proved by the Reagan campaign.
As a man who had two fairly
suceessful terms  running  Calj-
fornia, the higgest State, Reagan
could rant against all the familiar
evils of federal government with
fervent conviction. Intervention,
ineffective laws and regulations,
extravagant government spending
(‘fraud and fat and waste’ he
shouted, could be cut out to save
billions) were casy targets In
his gunsights.

Economic discontent and unrest
are rapidly transformed into sharp
social and political conflicts in a
society that is not only raclally
mixed but one where the noen -
whites are the most impoverished,

In canditions of economic decline
and Insecurity, such tensions turn
explosive in an euvironment that
is probably more violence-prone

than any other In the world.
Crime, the squalor of the ghettas
and the ‘inner cities’, youth

unemplayment, rising prices, and
ethnic tensions — these are the
deadly and potent ingredients
which can make the ‘melting pot’
a witches’ cauldron. The violent
clashes which erupted in Miami
and the re-arming of the KKK (an
interesting  parallel development
to the re-emerpence of neo-Fascist
groups in Europe) can be taken as
warning signals,

The election was held some
years after Watergate, and Vietnam
and exactly one year after the
seizure  of 51 US diplomats as
hostages In Teheran soon after a
revolution had overthrown the
Shah, America’s staunchest ally and
its regional policemen, protecting
what Americans call the vital choke
— point af the western ecanomy,
It is not only Third ¥World regimes
which find alibis in OPEC and the
Arabs. The pecple of America, the
most  profligate  consumers  of
energy, believe that many of their
troubles can be traced to the oil
shelks and the 'camel jockeys'.

In the threadbare phrase, Water-
gate and Yietnam were ‘trauma-
tic’  experiences, But it is likely



that what happened in lran brulsed
the American psyche even morea
deeply. lt Is not simply that the
wound is fresh, but that the blow
came from a totally unexpected
quarter (the Vietnamese ‘were
Communists, anyway). More pain-
fully, there was nething Washing-
ton could de about it.

It was this helplessness {and its
humiliating exposure ta the world
in the aborcive rescue operation)
which the American mind found so
hard to assimilate, For the maost
innovative nation in the world,
the bellef that is there a solu-
tlon to every challenging preblem
and the confidence in the capacicy
to find it, is all part of the Amerl-
can mystique. Effectiveness Is all,
Success Is a fetish,

Depression at home, decline of
influence  and prestige abroad.
Hew did it happen! Where did
such a sorry state of affalrs
begin? What caused It? Who is
responsible?

Ronald Reagan, the cowboy from
Heollywood has  been Iampooned
throughout the western waorld,
perhaps too cruelly because ha
haz afcer all held an important
political office. But it is not
Reagan that matters but the cor-
porate interests whose candidate
he was, and how their thinking

was able to capitzlise on the
public moed. In an excellent
article in the Mew Statesman,

Godfrey Hodgson observes:

“The key to understanding It Is
the word nostalgia; yearning for
the days when, as Theodore
White once wrote in 945, "the
world belonged to America”, and
America belonged to uppermiddle
class, white Anglo-3axon Protes-
tant generals, and lawyers and
corporate executives, It is
nostalgia, sometimes wvented in
irritated  polemic  against  the
bringers of the bad tidings that the

world will nat remain forever as
it was in |945, sometimes in bitter
jeremiads about the decline of
American power, that must be

seen as the key to understanding
the sulphurous mood and volatile
behaviour of Reagan's America’.

Who had reduced America to
such a statlon and what was to

) J'“ SERIDVS [OUETS ABOVT THE
J f/_ — -~ THEORY OF EvoLUTioM

0F COURSE [ BELIEVE Ml
Twn CHIMAS T Atso HAve

be done?

California’s most
tigious ‘think-tank' Is the Hoaver
Institution of ¥War and Peace, at

pres-

Stanford. (Reagan is one of Its
Emnorar}r fellows, along  wich
Alexander Solzhenitzhn, the man
who has regretted the defeat of
the German army at Shzlingrad,
and the ocutcome of the Yietnam
war). A B6B page volume of essays
entitled” The United States in
the 1980°s opens, 25 the same
commentator noces, with a con-
tributien by prefessor  Milton
Friendman, high-priest of moneta-
rism and the academic guru of the
fascist Chilean Junta, It is called
‘the Tide is Turning'.

Hodgsan sums up: “The tide is

turning, they say, against MNew
Deal liberalism, and socialism, and
welfare programmes, and the

self-interested stracegems of the
arch=-villians, who are the Mew
Class of Left-wing academics and
bureaucrats, social workers and
Intellectuals. All that is needed
now 1sa last effort for America
to become Number One once mora,
and the tide will run against
Soviet Cummunism as well™,

This propaganda blast blew in
Cartar's face with double—barreled

force because of his ideological
lineage as a Democrat and his
presidential  profile as a2 weak,
indecisive leader,

This assessment of the electoral
maod was nat confined to radical
or Left-inclined correspondents,

Reporting from che WS, lan

Davidsan of the Financial Times
said ‘it is commen ground that
mood of the people is naw one of

robust nationalism and that it s
likely ta last for a considerable
tima — “"The Russians have been

pushing us around far too long....

we have emerged from the
post - Yistnam, post - Watergate
paralysis'’,

If the long- planned Reagan
campaign nourished nastalgic
yearnings for America’s  vanished
supremacies in order to exploit

such sentiment better, Mr. Reagan's
pledged prescripticn is a militarily
stronger America, The solution
raises sa  many questions which
cover the aver-lapping areas of
economic policy, the arms budger,
foreign  policy, and  military
strategy. Detencs is predicated on
“essential equivzlence” or “rough

equivalence”, meaning an agreed
assumption of strategic parity
between the US and the USSR,

Mr. Reagan's zides have spoken
of a 10-209 Increase In defence
spending. And yer Mr. Reagan is
committed to tax cuts and reduced
government expenditure!

While he certainly put up a
better performance than his rival,
the one questlon which reduced
Mr. Reagan to an incoherent and
evasive waffle was that fired at him
during the TY debate by a corres-
pondent of the Monitor. How
did he reconcile the two promises?

(Contimed on puge 17)



DENG SPEAKS

— to QOriana Fallac

@ Let me clear a point, Mr.
Deng.  When you say the ideas of
Chairman Mao do you mean what
iy known  as “Mao  Tse-Tung
Thought' ?

A Yes. You know, during the
revolutionary war, when the party
was still in Yemen, we put all
the ideas and the principles
advacated by Mao Tse-Tung to-
gether, we defined them as “Mao
Tse-Tung Thought", and we
considered it as the cthinking
which would gulde the party from
then on. But of course Mao Tze-
Tung Thought was not created by
Mao Tse-Tung alene. Though
most of the ideas were his, ather
veteran revelutionaries contributed
to the formation and development
of the thought. Te mention a
few names only, Chou En-lai and
Liv Shaogi and Chou Teh.

Q: Yes, bur sinee you call them
mistakes, Mr. Deng, shouldn't you
admit  that  the mistakes began
almost at once, that, for instance,
the Great Leop Forward was a
mistake?

A: Of course. YWhen | Indicated
the late Fifties as the beginning
of all the mistakes, | referred to
the Great Leap Forward. Haw-
ever, here, tco, it wouldn't bea
fair te tlame Chairman Mao only.
Here, too, we veterans had a
good deal of faulte. For instance,
the faule of acting against the
laws of reality and pretending to
speed  wp  the economy  with
methods which ignared the econe-
mical rules, In  fact, it's rtrue
that Chairman Mac was the main
persen respeonsible, but it is alwo

true that he was the first one
to understand the mistake, to
suggest  corrections. And  when

the corrections were not carried
out because of negative factors,
he made his self-criticlsm of
negative factors, he made his
self—criticism. It was |962. But
again we failed to draw lessons,
and 5o he started te launch the
Cultural Revolution.

O What did he really want
with the Cultural Revolution?

10

restoration
Yes, this

A: To aveid the
of capitalism in China,
was  the  intentlon. Chairman
Maa's intention, | mean, not of
thase who would become the
Gang of Four. The point is that,
In spite of the good purpose,
the intention derived from a
wrong Judgement of the Chinese
reality. And again Chairman Mao
was mistaken. He was also mis-
taken in choosing the target to
hit. He said that the target
should be che target to hit. He
said that the targer should be
the capitalist roaders in the party,
and by this he had a large num-

ber of the veteran revalutianaries
attacked., At all levels. Peaople
who not only had excellently

fought for the revolution but
who also had rich experience In
administratian. And among them
there was Liv Shaogl, soon arrested
and expelled fram the party. As
a result, all the revolutionary
cacres were decimated, Chairman
Mac himself acknowledged it cne
year or two befare dying. It was
when hes sald that the Cultural
Reveluticn had  been wrong for
two things: because it had deci-
mated the revolutionary cadres
and because it had waged an
all-round civil war,

Q- So it really was a civil war,

A: What else! People  were
divided In two factions cthat
massacred each other. And since

the old revolutionaries had bezen
knocked down, only those who
claimed to be ‘rebels’ ran rampant.
Such as Lin Plao and the members
of the Gang of Four. Oh, so
many people died In that warl

o How meanyl
A It js hard to estimate ba-

cause they died of all kinds of
causes. Besides, China is such a
vast  country. But  listan, So
many died that, even If other
tragedies had not taken place
during It, the number of the
dead would be encugh to say
that the Cultural Revolution was
the wrong thing to do. MNow,

The Lanka Guardicn hos already
published (October |, November 1)
excerpts from the interview given
by the Chinese leeder Denp |
Xiaoping to the ltalion journalist |
Oriana  Fallacl. Recently  the |
"Peoples Daily"', Peking, published |
this interview [n full. We now |
publish o finol extract from this
exclusive interview. |

to return te the question you
raised in the beginning and the
distinction | made, | will conclude
with saying that Chairman Mao's
errors were political errors.  This
does not diminish them true,
even less does it justify them,
but it is one thing to speak
about political errors and another
thing to speak abeout the crimes
like the crimes of Lin Plac ar
the Gang's. Yes, of course It
was Chairman Maa who permicced
Lin Pias and the Gang of Faur
to exploit his political errors to
usurp the powsr, but,.,.

Q: In eonclusion, the next cong-
ress of  the  Chinese  Communist
Party will not end as the zoth
congress of the Soviet Communist
Party, where Khrushchev denounced
Stalin. Am I wrong?

Ar You are not. We shall
certainly evaluate Chairman Mao's

merits and mistakes which cha-
racterised  his life. Ve shall
certainly affirm  his  merits  and
say that chey are of primary

Importance, acknowledge his errors
and assess that they are secondary,
and  while making them publlc
wa will adopt a realistic attitude,
But also, we shall certainly
continue to uphold Mas Tse-Tung
Thought, which was the correct
part of his life. No, it isn't only

his  portrait which  remains In
Tienanmen Square: It is the
memory of a man wha guided

us te victory and buile & country,
Which is far from being little,
And for this the Chinese Commu-
nist Party and the Chineze pzople
will always cherish him as a ver
valuable treasure. Do write this:
We shall nec de to Mao Tse-
Tung what Khrushchey did to
Stalin at  the 20:cth Soviet Commu-
nist Party Congress.

I dou't  under-
niany, Mr. Deng. To

Q: The things
stand  are



begin with, the case of Chou Fnu
lai. How do you explain that he
was the only ome they did not
kmock down during  the  Cultural
Revalution? How do  you explain
that, well, being the noble person
we fmaw, he never tried fo  stop
the infamies which happened wnder
his eyes, for instance the shameful
arrest of Liv Shaogi?

A: Let's begin with saying what

kind of man Chou En-lai was,
A man who worked wvery hard
and never complained. Listen,

there were days when he worked
even |2 to 16 hours out of 74,
| can tell you because | knew
him sinee France where we were
together and | regarded him as
my elder brother, We joined the
revalution almost =zt the
time, Cheu En-lai was much
respected by all,  friends and
enemies, people and comrades,
and this partially explains why
he wasn't wiped out by the
Cultural Revolution, why he always
remained at this pest of premier:
something which was a great
foreune for many. It also explains
why he could exercise his Influsnce
as moderator and act as a pillaw
cushion which softens the blows,
Many losses could be avoided
thanks to Chou En-lai many peaple
could be spared thanks to his
role. But, in those years, he
feund himself in the most difficule
positien. And  he often said
things that he would have wished
to have not said, he often did
things that he would have wishad

same

to have not done. This in splte
of the fact that people forgave
him all. For instance, when Liu
Shaoqi was expelled from che

party and Jailed, it was Premier
Cheu En-lai who read the report
of Liu's so-called crimes,

Q: Chou En-lai did that!
A Yes, OF course the report
had been written by others. Buc

It was Chou En-lai who read je,
He had to. He could net” aveld ic.

0 Awfiul. Sad, awfil It shows,
ance agair that revolutions do nort
change men and  that, ofter a
revalution, the same horeors take
place as before.  As a proverb says
in iy couniry: CEvervthing ehanges
and remoins as before.”’

Ar Wall Ll I can only answer
that we may prevent or try to
prevent such things by establishing
an effective new system,  You see,
a while ago | mentianed the
word "“feudal”, Well, some systems

of our recent past have just the Liu Shaoqi. @

Reagan . . :

{Continued fram page q)
Where was he to find the money? It
was then that he spoke of “fat”
and *fraud''. If his enhanced
arms budget "brings joy to the
boardrooms of the military-indus-
trial complex in the wintry sea-
son of recession” what cheer will
he bring to the ordinary American?
And what effect will it have on
foreign ald pregrammes? For the
‘Third World", now living through
an even colder winter, a new arms
race Is a chilling prospect,

In his reaction to the news of
Mr. Carter’s defeat, Iran’s prime
minister was quick to underline
Mr. Reagan's declared partiality
for lsrael. Presdient Sadat who
put all his truse (and Egypt's hopes)
in the vanquished Mr. Carter was
“emoticnal' when he heard tha
news, WS commentators have
Mr. Reagan's plans to use Israel as

an aperational base to combat
“communism'  In the area.
The new man in the White

House, hewever ambitious he is or
however different he wants to be,
often finds that the legacies of
office carry certain  constraincs
which circumseribe policy cholees,
Mr. Reagan's views on Taiwan
which prompted  even the
ECOMOMIST, 2 Reagan supporter,
to chuckle about riding a white
horse into a China shop, cannot
possibly  destroy  the Sino-US
rapprochement,

The felt need to project a double
—lmape of a strong America led by a
‘no-nonsense’ tough-guy President
resulted in what to many outsiders
seemed a noisy exhibition in sabre—

stigmas of feudalism: the worship
of the individual, the patriarchal
way of running things, the life-
long tenure for the efficial. China
Is a country with a hiscory of a
thousand years of feudalizm, see,
and because of this cur revolution

has beeqn suffering a lack of
sociallst demeocracy, of socialist
legality, Mow we are trying to

correct all that to finally establish
a real socialist democracy, a real
socialist  legality and .. .. Listen,
there s no other way to avaeld
In the future what happened to

rattling and a naive display of
virilicy. Stephan  Rosenfeld, an
editorial writer of the YWashington
Post put |t rather well: “The
dynamics of the eampaign have
made machisme in the Gulf, the
test of presidential lzadership™.

More seriously, he econcluded:
“Suddenly, without thinking, and
talking and arguing it out we are
heading back Into the intervention
business with a vengeance....in
the region where the stakes could
not be higher and the chances of
@ misstep greater'’,

The world of the 1980t iz no
movie-set. A US Sevench Cavalry,
bugler and all, dressed in the
combat  uniform of the Rapid
Deployment Force, strikes one as
a scenarlo better orderd for
Waedy Allen or the Mad magazine
than for Renald Reagan, President,

Yet, military advanturism In the
service of the “'robust nationalism"
and the newly acquired machismo
cannot be ruled out, especially in
other areas where the risks may
not be psrceived as high. Say,
Central America.

On the other hand, Reagan may,
at least at the start, be so
preoccupied with domestic econo-
mic problems that we may have 2
more withdrawn inward-locking
(and protectionist) Amerlca. But
the temptations to show off that

the US 1s once agaln “Mumber
One” may be too compelling.
Then the Presidency, asit often

happens, will be an awakening for
Mr. Reagan, an awakening to the
simple, stark fact chat 1980 s not
1945, The only question is....and
It is a troubling one. .. .will others
have to paya price for the edu-
catlon of Ronald Reagan?



PROSPECTS

by N. M. M. |. Hussain

his subject has special impor-

tance censequent to the break
—-down of the bi-polar world which
emerged after the Second World
War, and in the context of the
possible emergence of new centres
of power. The Important question
for the future in the sphere of
international  relations is  whe-
ther a traditional world order
will be restored based on power
centres, balance of power, alliance
systems Involving unequal relations
between states, or whethsr 2 new
world erder can be established
on the basis of the true indepen-
dence of states as distinct  from
merely formal sovereignty, equa-
lity of status in relatlons between
states arising fram toverelgnty,
and International co-operation on
the basis of peaceful co-existence,
lt is the second alternative that
has seen widespread acceptance
in the Third World countries,

The subject of this paper has
scquired specizl Importance also
in the context of disillusicnment
about  the prospects for the
restructuring of internationzl cco-
nemic relations, more specifically
in the context of disilluslonment
about the prospects for effective
action through UNCTAD.

THE 5C0UTH ASIAN REGION

The Scuth Asizn region is taken
as including lran, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Mepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh,
India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives,

The region 1s distinctive in
showing an overwhelming disparity
ln size, population, econemic and
military power, between a poten-
tial great power, India, and the
other countries of the region.
There are significant disparities
in other regions as well, between
Indonesia and other South East
Asian councries for Instance, bug
the magnitude of the disparity
within -South Asia Is much greater
and should make the problems of
regic-n;l.l co-operation in this
region rather special

The region abuts on the Soviet
Unien, a super-power, and on a
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potential great power, China,
while the other superpower, the
U. 5. is physically present in the
Indian OCcean. The region s
unllke Latln America which Is In
geographlcal centiguity to only
one super-power, the U.5., ar
the Arab world or Africa which
are not geagraphically contiguous
with any of the great powers.
South Asia cannot be Ignored by
the Soviet Union or China, and
consequently it cannot be ignored
by the U.S5., It would appear to
be a region with a high potential
for great power interaction, This
could imply disadvantages for the
region In some ways, but also
prove a2 patent psychological factor
in preventing undue anxieties
over the possibllity that intra-
regional  relations  will lead to
dominance and dependence 2% a
consequence of the disparities that
are so notable a feature of the
region. The optien of significant
extra—regienal  links should be
seen as facilitating regionalism in
South Asla.

The South Asian region opens
aut, in addition te the Central
Asian  Republics of the Soviet
Union and China, toe the Middle
East, South East Asia, and the
Indian Ocean. This geographical
feature of South Asia promotes
a sense of the option of extra
-regicnal links with countries
other than the great powers. It has
te be noted alse that  Iran,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangla-
desh are predominanty Muslim
countries epjoylng economle and
other links wich the wider world
of Islam. It should not be
difficule for South Asian councries
to aveld the sense of claustrophobia
which will make regionalism much
more difficule,

The ratic of population to
resources is regarded as peculiarly
unfaveurable in Seuth Asia. Some
of the poorest countries in the
world belong to this region. The
reglon seems to be characterised
by spreading instability, probably
as a copsequence of economic

SOUTH

difficulties combined with rising
mass political consciousness. Theo-
retically, the present time could
be propitious for a search for
hitherto unexplored strategies of
development, including regional
options for development.

The region is characterised by
extraordinary linguistic, cultural,
religious, ethnic, and other
diversity, even to the extent that
It might be questionable whether
it Is meaningful to speak of
*South  Asia’ as a ‘region'. In
the study of international reglenz-
lism, it has been recognised tha:
geographical contlgulty does net
of course, suffice to bring about
regional Integration but merels
facilicaces It, successful regionalism
depending on variables such a:
‘homogeneity’ interaction or
transactions, and mutual knowledge
(In the terms wused by Philip
E. Jacob and Henry Teune in their
study ‘The Integrative Process”
Included  In Politics and  the
internaticnal  System —edited by
Rebert L. Pfaltzgraff Ir.). It migh:
be argued that that the lack of
hemogeneity Is not an important
varlable as the countries of
ASEAN appear to have developed
a sense of ASEAN Identity oven
though they lack homogeneity.
This could be for the reases
that ocher wvariables have bees
operative in  the area to azn
extent  significant  enough s
counterace the lack of homogeneity.
The importance of homogeneicy in
promoting co-operation s illus-
trated by the relations betwesn
many of the Islamic countries
The extraordinary diversity of
Seuth Asia Is an important, though
not perhaps insurmountable,
obstacle to the development of
regionalism.

ABSENCE OF SOUTH ASIAN
REGIOMNAL GROUPINGS

South Asia is notable for its
lack of regional groupings, in
contrast to most other regions
of the world,
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After the Second ‘World War,
there was an Increase in the
cansciousness of the need for
intra-regional  interaction.  This
led to regional grouplings covering
maost areas of the glabe: NATO,
Warsaw Pact, Common  Marker,
COMECON, OAS5, OAU and the
Arab League. It is te be noted
that the Americans, East and
West Europe, Africa and the
Arab World are covered by these
regionzl groupings. In  addition
there are several sub-regional
groupings within those regions,
In South East Asia, a part of the
region Is covered by ASEAN. It
is notable that there are no
regional groupings in Souch Asia
and East Asia,

Unlike Latin  America, ‘\West
and East Europe, the Arab world,
and Africa, South Asia has no
sense of homogeneity and  fur-
thermore there has  been no
political need for intra-regional
interaction which could promore
regional groupings as in the case
of South East Asia. There Is
also the factor, unlike in other
regions, of the disparity betwesn
the biggest country in South Asia
and the aother countries of the
region.

Wihat requires to be assessed
is whether the disparity and the
lack of homogeneity will always
prevent regionalism in South Asla,
Interaction between the South
Asia. Interaction  between the
Seuth Asian states could promote
a sense of regionalism as in the
case  of ASEAMN. Unfartunately
South Asia seems to be charac.
terised more by dissension and
conflict than by positive interaction.

SOUTH ASIAN RELATIONS
{a) lran

A clarification  is  required
regarding the inclusion of lran in
South Asia, asitcould be equally
well regarded as belonging to the
Middle East in terms of religion
and  culture. Iran  sometimes
emphasizes its  Aryan charactef,
which leads to its identification

The Marga Institute will be holding o regional seminar on “The |

| possibilities of co-operation among South Asian nations,'” This paper,
especially prepared by the author for thiv seminar will be presented
at a conference to be lheld in Colombo shortly,

with South Asia. It has special
lnks  with  Afghanistan and
Pakistan threugh religious, lingui-
stle, cultural and ethnic bonds,
Iran  has had a pre-cccupation
with the Indian Ocean,

It has Importance as a pivot
connecting South Asia to other
regions. At present some of its
relations with neighbouring coun-
tries, including Afghanistan, are
disturbed. The appeal of Islamic
fundamentalism in  lran  could
become a significant force in the
Islamic  countries of South Asia,
In the past lran has had special
relations with Pakistan and |ndia,
and played an impartant role In
prometing understanding between
the two countries, The former
Shah moated the idea of 2 South
Asian Commoan Market.

(b) Afghanistan:

After the Revelution of April
1978, Afghanistan  established
special relations with the Soviet
Union. Afghanistan’s questioning
of the Durand Line and suppaort
for  Paktoenjstan  has  ecaused
problems with Pakistan. Relations
have deterlorated also because of
Afghan refugees in Pakistan whe
are alleged by Afghanistan te
receive Pakistani  assistance to
enable them to function as rebels.
It has also been alleged that
China has  besn Invelved in
sending supplies for the Afghan
rebels through the Karakoram
Highway. Davelopments in Afgha-
niscan since April 1978 have meant
increased grear power Invelvement
in South Asla, In which context
dissenslon  betwesn Afghanistan
and Pakistan could acquire special
imporcance. |t has to be nared,
however, that Afghan-Pakiscan
relations have for decades been
ambivalent rather than hostile,

Afghanistan has had normally
very friendly relatlons with Indija.
This may be the consaquence of
the principle supposedly enunciated
by Kautilya that the enemy is the
neighbour while the friend is the
neighbour of one's neighbour,

{c) Mepal:

After a period of special
relations with India, Nepal appears
to  have sought equi-distance
between Its  glant neighbaurs,
India  and China. This s
the apparent motivation far the
1975, proposal to establish Nepal
as 2 Zone of peace, a proposal
endorsed so far by Pakistan,
Bangladesh and China.

{d) Bhutan:

Under the Indo-Bhutan Treaty
af 1949, Bhutan agreed to be
‘gulded by the advice of the
Gaovernment of India  In  ics
external  relaciens', which could
be regarded as indicating special
relatlons between the two coun-
tries, It is important to note
that Bhutan agreed te be guided
by the advice of Indiz and not
to have Its external relations
determined by India. In fact ac
the UM and other fnternational
conferences, Bhutan vetes inde-
pendently of India on cantroversial
Issues,

(e} Bangladesh:

Bangladesh regards itself as a
pivor between South and South
East Asia. President Ziaur Rahman
has been very conscientious in
developlng relations with countries
in both regions.

After the breakaway from Pakistan,
Bangladesh had cordial relations
with India which deteriorated over
the problem of the Ganges waters,
This appears to have led to
specially friendly relations hetween
Bangladesh and Pakiscan, However,
after the Janata came ta power
in  India, accommodatian  was
reached on the Ganges waters
problem.

(f} Pakistan:

Pakistan as a Muslim councry
has Imporeant links with the resc
of the lslamic world., Consequent
to the Afghanistan Revolution,
Pakistan s regarded as the buffer
between the Soviet Unien and
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Its Afghanistah, and the
rest of South Asia. Pakistan has
specizlly friendly relations with
China, relations  which fhave
acquired a strategic dimension
with the completion of the

Karakoram Highway.

ally,

Relations with India have proved
noteriously difficult, with three
wars beoween the two countries
since the time of independence,
It is significant that while Pakistan
has been going through a difficule
pericd, there have been no
complaints abeout Indian  inter-
ference in any way.

The cnly Indo-Pakistan problem
that has been Intractable so far
is Kashmir, It seems te have a
significance which makes it more
than a territorizl problem. Paklstan
may feel that its [slamic natlenal
identity is involved In the problem,
while India may equally feel that

(g} India:
Problems remaln, asin the caze
of relations with  China, but

improvement has been nocewarthy.
It could be that consequent to
the break up of Pakistan, India
gradually came to feel more
secure, wnd consegquently Telations
with neighbours eased, Even |f
this  hypothesis |5 not  carrect,
the fact remains that = stersotype
of largely unsatlsfactory relations
has broken and there has been
eficctive  demeonstration of the
possibility of India having friendly
relatlons with all Its neighbours,
even if some bilateral problems
have yet to be solved,

{h} Sri Lanka:
Theoretically Srl Lanka should
be the most wulnerable to India
of all its neighbours, but it
had more cansistently

has

friendly

to be very significant that while
India and China were having bad
relations, Sri Lanka managed to
have good relatlons with both
India and China at the same tims.
An  important part of the
explanation might be that India's
relatlans with its neighbours have
been  largely  determined by
security pre-—occupations.

iy Maldives:

The Maldives has not been much
invelved wlth the rest of South
Asia. The only foreign missions
in the Maldives are those In India,
Pakistan and Libya, The Maldives
acquired international imporcance
after the British relinquished the
Gan Base In 1976, which led to
speculation about Soviet overtureg
for use of its facilities. It s
curlous that neither the U. 5, nor

the Soviet Unien maintains

fts secular national Indentity is  relations with India than any of resldent missions In the Maldives.
involved. India’s other neighbours. It seems (To be continued)
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SINHALA POPULISM (2)

Movement — no Messiah needed

by Vikramabahu Karunaratne

n objective situation favour-
Aab[e to populist politicsemear-
ged in the '50s. Unlike in mid
*20s and late '30s, this time, the
caplitalist boom created condition
for decades of populist paolities.
Parliamentary democracy granted
by the British Ra] was an added
advantage. Popullsm was able to
overwhelm the independent work-
Ing class movement to win the
ledership for chemselves, Matur-
ally it was dominated by the new
radical bourgecise. Thus in power,
in additien to its Sinhala chauvl-
nism, It cleared the path for the
new layers of bourgeoisie in ganeral,
and carried out a serles of reforms
mostly affecting rural soclety. Of
these most Important were the
expansion of education combine
with the extention of state sector
producing mare employment and
the development of coocperative
movement,

By the mid 'é0s the economy
was moving into crisis and the
militant, united, warking class
movement was challenging the
leadership of populism. Mo longer
was there any room for the infla-
tlanary program of populism. There
were deep divisions as to the path
they should follow. While the
right wing moved towards the
U.MP, the so called “left” wing
became the Instrument of popular
franclst manoeuvre for the bourge-

clsle, Popular front governments
of 1965 and |970 were marked
by counter reforms and cuts in

living standards. This was so, Inspite
of the recrganisstions carried out,
which were really surglcal opera-
tions done on the ailing capitalist
system,  Maturally  such  sharp
recrganisations antagonized certain
conservative layers of the bourge-
cisie. Hence the pressure and
support of the working class was
vital in carrying out these reforms.
Popular frencism Is a delicate opera-
tlon, Masses tend to go beyond
the limics sec by the bourgeoisie,
This happened several times during
the peried 7G/76. However the
main purpoese of stalling,” demora-

lizing and canfusing the praletariac,
was achleved,

Populism drew people Into active
participations in pelitics even in
50°s. Mot enly weret here gatherings
and shouting slogans such as
‘Ape Anduwa’ but also there was
in the villages, an open defiance

of the traditional elite. Part of
this energy was channelled into
communzalism by the populist

Howaver the social
mass Intervention
continued and Increased signi-
fleantly  from the late  60s,
In fact instituclonalizing mass par-
ticipation was ona of the main
objectivs af the U.F. Front. Mever-
theless che masses understood the
strength of chelr acticns and Inface
it was this mood of mass demacracy
that enabled Janatha Vimukethi Pera-
muna to prapare the youth far an
insurrection. Even after 1971, the
masses  were brought inta  the
street to oppose the U.M.P and
to cansolidate the land take ovar.
During this peried many populist
M. Ps formed Militia typs organi-
sations imitating Chinese or Cuban
red armies Many aof the others
ware mablizing supporc in their
respective  electarates for  thelr
effores to eliminate private propercy
and convert the entire cconomy
to a self sufficlent cooperative!

leadership.
nature of

Today, even as a means of playing
popular frontish tricks on the
working class, the SLFP has ceased
to be very useful to the bourga-
oisie. Inspite of the demsoraliza-
tion and confusion created by tha
previous coalition government, the

proletariat, united under the
ITUAC, Is rtoday moving into
ingependent class actions. When

the prolecarfan movement gathers
momentum, drawing other layers,
behind it, it will widen the cracks
within the popuiist movement.
Once it is clear that the SLFP
In its present form, is incapable
of involving working class parties
in a fresh coalition, quite passibly
serious attempis will be made 1o

present a  “left" wing of popu-
lism. In fact such a process started
in 1977 with the formation of the
so called united left front of the
L55P and CP and PDP. The mast
peculiar feature of this front was
that the central leader of the
front was not specified.  Suba-
singhe stood as a bad substitute
for somebody more important who
was to emerge later from the
SLFP. A kind af lohn the Baprist
annauncing  the coming Massiah!
But chis Messizh was not neassary.
Thz proletarin mavement did not
gather any significant strengeh to
necessicate  such a spilic in tha
SLFP. The bourgeoisie necd nat
worry when the U.N.P. clearly
dominates the mass meovement.
But teday things are changing fasc,
When the bourgaocisiz sees that
the working class is emerging as
a natlonal farce giving leadership
to other oppressed layers, it may
serfausly resorcto a second editlon
of popular frontism using a “lefe"’

faction of or restructuring the
SLFP for this purpose.
Scill, this 1s  fairly unlilkely.

What the bourgeoisie has In mind
as the real alternative, is a right
wing dicrtatorship.  Towards this
end they will nead to mobilize
radicalized petty bourgeaisie in
fascist organisations which will do
the spade woark for the establish-
ment of a dictatorship,  Such
arganaisations can develop within
the frustrated petty bourgeaisie,
some leading layers coming from
the disincegration of SLFP, Impatient
radical petty bourgeoisis, parti-
cularly the Yyouth, are looking
for a quick, radical solution. These
layers have rejeciad the popullsm
of the SLFP conclusively. Infact
they have been moving away from
it for the last decads and half,
it Is from these left moving masses
that the Janatha Vimukchi Paramuna
collected its membership, Then,
with the proletariat submerged in a
popular front, pecty bourgeois
yauth had to move into a new
radical organisation. The IVP
developed into a mass youth move-
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ment filling this pelitical vacuum.
Today even the JYP cannot have
any independent existence. Either
it should move towards the working
class or should disintegrate In
stages, some moving towards
semi fascist organisations. It Is
the extremely radical nature of
the masses that prevented SLFP
leaders moving into any actlons
against the UNP during the last
3 years. They do not dare to
start anything that they cannot
finish. With the preletariat
capahi& of Indepedent acrtions,
their fears are juscified, However
In crder to keep the masses
within the confiness of their
Influence they have to proposs
some  pseudo-militant  Interven-
tions, So we hear of fire-crackers
thrown at UNP neighbours houses
when price hlkes are announced !

In the present sicuation populism

is not an alcernative policy for
the bourgecisie-  Those whao
consider today the SLFP as the

viable alternative party of the
bourgeoisie, are making twin
mistakes, On the one hand they
are totally confused as to the
alternatives  available teo  the
bourgecisle.  Firsc of all if the
SLFP Is just another UNP, then

it is not an aleernative. Secandly
the intensifying Capiralist  crisis
has put an end to both the
UNP's pro-Imperialist liberalism

and SLFF's *anti-imperialist-popu-
lism." On the ather hand they
den't seem to wunderstand the
growth and decay of the SLFP,
In particular they lgnore one fact
that it is the “left" maving
section of the SLFP that will be
used for Popular Frontism. For
this reasen they could make the
serious  mistake of categorizing
a new popular-front as a genuine
worker-peasant  alternative and
wing of the SLFP. We may be
asked to accept that as the ‘left
alternative"!

Teday the acute crisis  in
capitalism does not leave any
room for reformist (llusiens, Infla-
tion combined  with stagnation
has bscome a common features
throughout the world, Inspite of
B-69, growth (these figures are
exaggerated and  there were
special reasons for the growth)
during the last two years, our

6

country is no excepcien, In recent
meonths, the pronouncements of the
Finance Minlster have become
increasingly frightening. The
bourgeolsle has no  alternative
except to place heavy burdens on
the masses and bring misery for
decades to come-even then with-
out any hope ar way out, Revolu-
tlen and Dictatorship of the
proletariat is not a “day drsam’’
any longer. It is the only way
out, |n concrete terms dictator-
ship of the proletariat weuld be
a government of the left, based
on workers, peasants and soldiers
councils with a program to end
imperialist domination and for
agrarian reorganization, naticnal
unification and democracy. Matur-
ally such a government can be
established anly by a mass move-
ment which goes beyond parliamen-
tary politics. In other words, by
means of a massive hartal move-
ment,

What parties will dominate this
Government? With the present
alignments within the organized
working class, it should be expla-
ined as a government, with Sama-
samaja-Communist domination.
Even the IVP can join only asan
auxillary force representing petty
bourgeoisie youth. However consi-
dering present day politics of
the JVP, ane Is justified in cenclu-
ding that with the rise of working
class activities conecencrated around
the JTUAC, this party, bocause
of the inability of its leadership

to orient towards the warking
class, will go into deep crisis.
The possibility cannot be ruled

out of a semi fascist organisation
emerging out of the disintegrating
Janatha Yimukchl Peramuna,

In building up a mass move-
ment which can establish a revolu-
tionary left government, the gues-

tion of drawing populist masses
inte actians will arise over and
aver again, (In  Tamil speaking
areas it will be the pro-TULF
masses.) The ITUAC will
remaln a centre for mnbilizlng
af  the warking class. The

pracess of democratization with
work place znd regional branches
has already started. Ewven if this
guarantees the struggle of the
warking class, how will the Sinhala
rural masses be drawn Into support

it? What are the means of establi-
shing peaples commitcees of action
reprasenting the struggles of youth
and the peasanery? [t Is  here
that the question of WUnited
Actions with the SLFP against
the UNP arises even when one
clearly  rejects  coalltions  and
United Fronts with the SLFP or
a “lefe” wing splic of It. Today
the SLFP has become a complete
contradiction. The bourgeaisie
in the leadership is frightened
by the militancy of the masses
who are following them. Hence ic
searches a way out within the
bonapartist consticution. The rank
and file are harassed by the
present regime and the arrogant
upper classes In every sector of
the economy, and is bent in the
opposlte direction, They are prepa-
ring for the impending ‘'return-
bout', This, combined with the objec
tive pressure due to higher cost of
living, has created an  explosive
situation within the ranks of the
SLFP, This is exactly why the
leaders are afraid of giving any
sanction for direct actlon, They
are scared that the masses may
take the hint seriously and go
beyond their control to  rally
behind the proletariat, What they
really like would be actions glorify-
ing their own leadership and not
directly connected to the problems
of the masses; l.e. following the
example of Indira.

Clearly, a call for actlve strug-
gle based on speciflc questions
affecting the masses, Is to the
advantage of the preletariat. In
such attempts for united action,
it is futile to place emphasis on the
participatlon of lezders at natlonal
level, theugh this should not be
excluded, Cn the  contrary,
interest of the proletariat should
be towards forming regional peoples
committzes, defence commictees
etc and drawing the rural masses
into active struggle initiated by
the proletariac. Somewhat similar
tactical questions can be rafsed
in relatien te TULF. Rejection
of popular fronts Is only a negative
answer. That is certainly a necass-
ary but not a sufficient answer.
Pasitive, creative answers should
be given to these tactical questions
If we are to build a massive
Harcal movement and  Inscall a
revolutianarry left Government,



JVP — THE INSIDE STORY

Interview with H. M. Fernando

Q: Why did you leave the JVP?

A A the JVP
had informed certain newspapers
that | had been expelled from
the JVP as well as from the
Central Commitres of  the
Socialist Unien. To date, how-
ever, | have not received any
intimation to this effect. Accor-
ding to the Constitution of the
JYP, such a step cannot be taken
without first holding a Disciplinary
Inquiry. At the same time, |
hold office as a member of the
Central Contral Commission that
is in charge of Disciplinary and
Financial Affairs within the party.

spokesman for

| do not know if the JVP's
leadership, acting against  the
party’s Constitution, have taken
such steps against me without

my knowledge,

Q: Whar made you stay on for
so long?  And, indeed, what motiva-
ted you fo join the party in the
Jirst place?

A: | was asseciated with the
IV¥P from as far back as [968.
After having been imprisoned in
connection with the struggle of

1971, | resumed work in  the
Ceylen  Teachers' Union  after
being released from prison. In

1971, after the proscription order
on the JIVYP was lifted, as an
arganisation we strengthened our
links wich the JYP. It is warth-
while recalling that, in 1975, the
CTU  was the Convener of the
Janatha Vyaparaya (People's Maove-
ment) to win the release of
political prisoners, |t Is significant
that you ask me the reasons
which led me to Joln the JVP.
As a person  who had been
associated with the LSSP from a
young age, by the end of the
&0s | had reached 2 posltion
where | could no lenger agree
with the theoretical deviations
taking place within that parey.
After the LSSP joined hands with
the 5SLFP, which is a political
party that represents the capita-
list class of Sri Lanka, | left the
party.  Among the subjective
factors that led to thé birth of

the IVP, a major one Iz the con-
fusion and disillusionment created
by the class-collaborationist politics
amidst the leftwing in Sri Lanka.
At that time, we held the JVP
to be the political party of social
revolution, not of social reform.

O: Tactics flow from strategy,
and the JVEP's tactics within this
general strilee flowed, wccarding to
your wunmion's statemeni from  the
strategic line that in  the present
confext it s unwise to  struggle
against the UNP. The JVP also
says  that  such struggle  would
benefit the SLFP and its ‘left
parimers.  What are your criticisms
of this explanation?

A: The idea put
the IVP that by engaging In
confrontation  with the NP,
which is the party In power, one
is exposing oneself o repression
and that thereby the SLFP and
its ‘left’ henchmen gain strangth,
is totally false. By not engaging
in an active struggle agalnst the
political repressions and economic
policles ef the UMNP, the JVP Is
alienating itself from the confidence
of the masses; at the same
time, they fulfill the very task
they seek to avoid — namely,
popular acceptance of the SLFP
as the aonly alternative to the
present regime, The people
place thelr confidence in a tangi-
ble organisation that struggles

forward by

against  the barbarism of the
ruling class, not in an ‘uncon-
querzble Party of the future.

Confronting the question of how
one is to build up a2 nen-bour-
geois ‘third" popular foree in the
face of two bourgeois palitical
partles that already have a mass
base, we see that the IVP has
erred in  [t5 choice of both
strategy and tactics.

Q: Apart from vour difference
concerning the JVPs  attitude to
warking class  strupgles, do  you
have any other political diferences
with the JVP leadership?

A: We can have only political,
and not personal, differences with
the leadership of the JVP,

According to our understanding,
Just as we joined hands wich the
IWP by raking into consideration
the historical significance of the
IVP within the lefc movement In
Sri Lanka, we critice the position
of the JVP today with chat same
historical significance uppermost
In our minds. Yet It seems that
the leaders of the IVP consider
the differences that have arisen

between us to spring from per-
sonal, and not political, roots,
While chose In  positions of

leadership publicly bragged about
killing us off, a  handful of
misguided members who are blind
toe all but the words of their
leaders, were bold enough o
actempt assaulc of individuals and
destructions of our offices. It
was wicth great difficulty that we
managed to avoid such confronta.
tions. In tructh, in the face of
this situation, we had s=erious
reservations regarding the political
ideclogy and structure of the
WP, It must be mentioned that,
without doubt, all these incldents
led ta the acceleration of the
political differences betwsen us,

On the other hand, the recent
strike gave wus  an  excellent
oppartunity to guage the ment-
slity of the JVP's leadership. A
major allegation levelled against
us from ctheir public platforms,
was that we had no right to
call out our membership on
strike when eur wives had not
jeined the strike. The problem
lies not in the true or false
nature of this statement, but In
the attitude revealed by it. It s
only a full-blooded male chauvin-
Ist who would argue, in simplistic
terms, that the mere facet of the
husband's going on strike would
be sufficlent te make the working

wife alse come out an  strika.
Thers are many wives who,
either due ta thelr level of

political consciousness or to ather
reasons, have not struck wark
while their husbands participaced
In the recent strike. A woman
has the full freedom and right
to do so. If we are to criticise
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her, such eriticism should be
ajmed at her level of political
consclousness and not at the fact
that she refuses to emulate her

husband., Yer, if we are to
measure participation in  the
strike  in  terms of political

consclousness, it becomes unneces-
sary to talk in terms of 2 male
female ratio because, as we know,
a large number of male workers
also did not participate in the
strike. It should go  without
saying that the level of revolu-
tlonary sacialist consciousnesss of
an Individual Is best determined
aceording to the male-chauvinism

Inherent  In  that  Individual's
Ideclogy.

O Whar about the JVP'y theary
and  ldealogy? How do  you
characterise the JVPw  idealogical

positions and whar eriticism wondd
you make af such position?

A: Mot even what could be called
a substanitzl, let zlone a complete,

apalysis of the JYP and the
struggle of [%71 has been made
up to date, within the VP or

outside it The analyses put
forward have been either biased,
er false. Even the IVP lself
does not have a correct under-

standing of what it is. In this
connectlon It should be poinced
out that they came out from

prison and began engaging in open

political aceivicy  without making
an analysis of the struggle of
1971. They should realise that
shortcoming is not fulfilled by

merely declaring themselves to be
the ‘revolutionzry political party
of the proletariat'. In the same
way, no other left party has an
analysls of the IVP. It seems
that many attempt to pass off
criclcisms made at a personal
level, as their politlcal analyses,
This Brings to mind the proverb
about pecple who live In glass
houses not throwing stones!

The seruggle of 1971 was a
protest against the social injustice
which had to be endured by the
generation  which was born in
the erz of social reform thar took
root in this country after [956.
If cne is to define the majority

of those who participated in
this struggle as a class, they
belong to the rural proletariae,

I de not go so far % to

B

identify the JV¥P as the ‘left
pelitical party of the rural prole-
tariat.’ Yer, thls party had
maximum participation from this
class. Since youth constituted the
largest propartion of our popula-
tlon, it is only natural that such
a new palitieal party would have
a2 majority of young persons taking

an active part In [cs  activities.
In  addition, they received the
suppart of rural ‘lumpens' and
students, Taday, we reallse that
the JVP ideology had net been
sufficlently  subjected to  the
influence of Marxism. The IVYP
was able te grow as a social
force becawse it embraced che

strategy of the armed struggle
and because of its style of work

which attempted to cover its
activity from the eyes of the
state machine as well as from
tradicienal Marxist parties. Today
we see the fact that by 1971,
the J¥YP had not been able to
widen its sphere of Influence to

include the urban working class,
to be 2 major factar behind tha
semi— Marxist  electic  Idesclogy
which was put forward by the
VP as  the theory of sccial
revolution. They did not receive
this opportunity due to two
factors: One, that the opportunist
reformists who reigned supreme
within the warking class movemant
placed every abstacle possible in
the path ef the IVP; and, twa,
that the leadership of the IVP
at that time had no clear aware-
ness of how to join forces with
the waorking class movement.

With the lifting of the proscrip-
tien order on the JYP, our one
hope was that the VP would
fulfill the primary task of deliver-
ing the working class from the
clutches  of  opportunism  and
reformizm within whose grasp it
was tightly locked at the moment,

A large number of persons
actively engaged in the activities
of the CTU Jained hands with

the JVP with this hape uppermaost
in thelr minds. This is bacause
most of us  believe that the
triumph of the Sri Lanka socialist
revolution depends on the coming
together of the revolutionary
forces of the rural proletariat and
the wurban werking class. e,
the recent strike proved that wae
could no  longer entrust such

hopes to the JVYP. The process
aof a general strike, which I3
already under way, Is the firsc
organised attack launched against
the UNP government presently in
power. The political erientation
of any party—be it bourgeois,
reformist or revolutienary — is
revealed In Qs attitude to a
strike of chis nature, launched
by the militant sections of the
working class. The ‘protectionist’
stance adopeed by the IVP to
escape from the state machinery
clearly reveais thefr attitude.
This ‘protzctionlsm' 1s  directly
linked to the basic strategy of
the party, e say that if elec-
tions, with mass participation,
are seen only as a tactic which
brings us cloter te our goal of
sociallst revolution,  than a
‘protectionist” line in the face
of the econemic ‘guerilla scruggle’,
which is a strike, 1s Irrelevant.
Such a line becomes necessary
only If elections are part of the
final strategy of the party. Thus
it becomes clear that the
strategy of the JVP is geared
to elections. This Is the line of
actlon of reformism, not of
social revolution. We must keep
in mind that there are many
parties which have chosen the
path of reformism while mouthing
revalutionary slogans. Parlizment-
ary elections have been the scrategy
of the twe other major left-wing

parties in the country-the L35P
and CP.  Wa never Imagined
that the present leadership of

the IWP would, so quickly, szek
equality with the LS5P and the
CP, who, after years of experi-
menting with thelr chosen strategy
and after suffering defeat upon
defeat, have proved that for them
there is no eother path. When,
upon the serengch  of che 1971
struggle, the JVYP leaders received
the support of the masses, thoy
directed it to the building of a
movement of social  reformism,
YWe are doubtful of che success of
such a movement as the JVP is
now trying to build, because the
right—wing parties such as the
UrP and the SLFP also enjoy
mass support. On the one hand,
we see that the present leader-
ship of the IVP has baen
confronted with the problem of

(Continued on puge 24)



TAMIL LITERARY SCENE

— A reply to my critics

by Samudran

Inm pleased to note the response
to my article on the Tamil
literary scene. | thank all theose
whao have replied and commented.

As criticisam have come froma
variety of scurces | wish to deal
with them separately taking up

only the vital polnts of disagree-
ment.

A, l. Canagaratne in his self con-
tradictory note has mixed up many
lssues raised by me. In the first place
he makes an attempt to take us from
adebatetoa”non-debate." According
to him there |s no debate berween

Marxists and Fermalists. There is
something called a "'non-debate™,
between a  “vulgar, reductive
Marxism® and an  “undogmatlec
Marxlsm'. He shifts the focus
totally away from Marxism s
Formalism and then reduces it to
nothing. Having done this, he
makes a big fuss about a “real
battle-field (which is not the

pages of the LG)" and whae is
more, he tells me warningly to
“rush' there “armed wich

real
guns and live ammunition this
time"., There is 2 “non-debare"

taking place In “the real battle-
field” and lam asked to rush: a
fine fantasy. |wonder what poor
old Kaspar would have to say now
Incidentally my “imperilled men.
tors’ are nene other than Marx,
Engels and their heirs. They do
not need my aid.  It's thelr
followers like us who need to
use thelr scientific teachings as
an aid to apprehend reality In
order ta change it,

AlC would have done better if
he had turned the erudite side
of his mind to some real issues
ralsed by me. Instead, he has,
perhaps due te his “undogmatic
approach’, belittled them and made

them appear a5 “non-lssues™,
WWhen a debate becomes a2 non-
debate, Issues naturally become

non-issues, and having done this
by sophlistry, AJC enjoys waxing
eloquent on the “hurt-pride of

dented egos™, But |am not
letting myself dragged into perso-
nality clashes bypassing the subject
that is at issue,

AlC seems to adopt a quanti-
tative unilinear approach towards
historical changes. His emphasis
on my point of “many* revelu-
tionary creative works having
aesthetle deficiencies, and his
indictment of the pioneers of
Marxist licerary criticism for not
moving beyand “‘square one' for
twenty years or more clearly
reveal such an articude. This may
be an “undegmatic’ attitude but

certainly it Is not based on
“what the founding fathers of
Marxism and thelr ideological
keirs really said"™. | would still

maintain that the sixties marked
a ‘great leap forward” in progre-
ssive Tamil literature and arts and
its prime mover was linked to
the struggle against untouchabllicy
and caste oppression. | would
also argue that such leaps do not
cccur every decade, nor [s there
a regular cycle of leaps. Afterall
history zig-zags.

The significance of the sixties
lfes in a rare but not so unusual
caincidence of praxis In two realms,
both related but yet having their
own internal laws of development,
Palitics and Culture.

It was a great leap due to the
following reasons; that historical
instance of praxls produced artists
within overt social committment
toa higher level of consciousness
than in the past; there was a
clear theoretical acceptance of the
primacy of content aver form by
these artists; they all came to be
Influenced to varying degrees by
the rising tide of tha liberation
struggles all aver the Third world
and the student revoles of Europe
and America; there were novels,
poems, short stories and plays
that showed an unprecedented
ravolutlonary originality and erea-

tivity; there was a conscious
questloning of bourgeois aesschetie
values.

however, mean
were no deficlenclies
or failures. In fact in quantitative
terms, if one were to enumerate
the entire lot of creative writings
produced In the name of progress
and revolutien, there may be
mora failures than successes. But
my point pertains te the quali-
tative changes from the pre-
sixties to the sixties. | would also
remind AIC that even after many
more ‘‘great leaps” and with the

This does not,
that there

most  sophisticated theoretical
system of  artistle  reflection,
creative arts will not be totally
free from aesthetic deficiencies,
Marxists do not subscribe
to any  static  perfectionism,
Such  a  “stationary  state”
can not exist In any realm of
human activity. AJC Is not jus-
tified in bemoaning over not

moving beyond “'square one' for
twenty yecars, In looking at
historical developments, Marx-
ists do not go by pure chrono-
logical time. Historical, dia-
chronic time is what really
matters. YWhen a period of rela-
tively Intense activicy Is followed
by one of reduced activity and
temporary setbacks for the class
struggle, one must look for the
objective and subjective conditions
and causes  that create such
moments of histary rather thap
blame individuals for net sustain-
ing the upsurge.

A comprehensive theoretical
system of aestheclcs Is not some-
thing that can be created by the
pure brainwork of one or two
scholars without any referance to
the broader contest of the class
struggle, where the instances of
dominance may vary. YWhy can
not people like AJC become more
analytical using thelr "undegmatie
approach” and enlighten us on the
complexities of varying historical
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moments, But, that would mean
moving from a frame of Impres-
sionism based on guantity, to a
plane of abstraction based eon
dialectical logic.

As regards  creative  works
having certzin artlstic deficiencies
but yet being worthy of pralse
as important works | could only
remind AJC and his ilk of the
views that Marx and Engels had
expressed on contemporary works,

AIC refers te a book on the
history of 20th century Tamil
literature as having sparked off
the current contraversy. In this
statement he subsumes the maln
aspact of the contoversy as it has
developed i, e. Marxism vs Forma-
lism.

| must point out here that the
debate did not ariginate from this
book, but its publicatlon gave it
a fillp. It was capitzlised upaon
by the formalists to attack fund-
amental Marxise positions, The
authors of the book have pres-
ented certain criticisms of prog-
ressive literature, 3Some of them
are valid and constructive, while
others are  superficial, unsub-
stantiated and false. All these
criticisms were taken out of
context by the traditionzl oppo-
nents of Marxism and used with
a vehemence which caused a lot
of embarazsment to the authors
themseives., | wonder how many
of the three authars of this boak
waould identify themselves with the
now overt, naw covert formalisc
attacks mixed with personal vend-
etta that appear in the pages of
Tamil Journal "Alai"" (wave).

Are pages of Alai the ‘'real
battle field" or is it that corner
of the staff roam of the Jafina

University where opponents are

surrealistically court martialled in
absencia?

| do net see anything wrong
In “naostalgleally harking'' back to

the stirring sixties. After all it
is natural to revolutionary pass-
ion to relive the moments of a

known upsurge which is so  close
in histerical time and space, and
where ene sees an  organic
coincidence of praxis in  two
different realms of the superstru-
cture, Polities and Culture,”

10

As regards AIC's hallucination
of crumbling imagss | have not-
hing to say. lamall for undog-
matic  Marxism and | have no
optical illusions about the present
controversy.

Mow, | come to the comments of
5. Sivaseparam. This pgentleman,
| am afraid, has not read my
article fully. He has deliberately
distorted some of my ideas to make
hiz ‘refutation™ an  easy task;
thus some of the wviews which he
sets out to refute are products of
his own warped [magination. He
has also invented non-existing
contradictions in my article.

It is crystal clear that Siva-
segaram’s  mission is to reduce
zn entlre peried of mere than
three decades of cultural activities
to nothing. He secks to do this In
order to set up some individuals
of his own choice as the true
forerunners of a progressive tradi-
tion which Is yet to be born. In
this process he attacks all and
sundry with a nauseating vicious-
ness.

| have not stated anywhere that

all these who identified them-
selves  with  the progressive
movement were [Marxises,  All

Marxists are no doubt progressives,
but, in our context, all progressives
are not npecessarily Marxists. In
my view all those who are oppased
to Imperialism and national oppre-
ssian, 2nd repression of the wor-
king class are progressive. Bur,
ic is a fact that the Marxists were
the leading activists in the pro-
gresslve movement. It is zlso
wroeng to indentify the progressive
literary movement today with one
particular factien. It is as | pointed
out in my arcicle highly splintered,
When | speak of progressive
movement it does nat necessarily
mean that | have always the
Progressive Writers Assaciation in
mind. Meither have | ever har-
boured the illusion that national
unity could be achieved by writers,
haowever progressive, conferring
with Ministers.

Balendra was not the “main
target' of my article as Sivasegaram
tries to interpret. | did net mean
to “complain® when | said that
Balendra's translations had gained

considerable popularity ameng the
middle class theatre goers. | was
simply stating a fact and  Siva-
segaram is being puerile in his
atcempt to deduce an implication
that the *audience to which the
progressive  lot catered were
prolecarians.”” They all cater to
similar audiences.

He complains that | had wvery
lictle ta say about Balendra's
stagecraft. Since Balendra was not
my *“main target'” the article was
not devoted to an examination of
his  stagecrafr, | know it would
be 2 worthwhile and Interasting
exercise and Balendra  deserves
greater attention frem  critics,
Hawever, | would not rush
where angels would fear to tread
and conclude that **his contribution
towards the creation of this
tradition 1is certainly more thanp
that of all the progressive drama-
tists put together,”

Only a subjectivist, mechanical
mind could make such a sweeping
conclusion, infused with an over-
dase of enthusiasm for an indivi-
dual, Sivasegaram loses his balance
altogether. |t is true that Balendra
has made an Impact but to go
further and compare his cantribu-
tion vis-a-vis other, one must
engage himself In a deeper scien-
tific  analysis. But, Sivasegaram’s
assertion is not the result of such a
study. It shows his  antipathy
towards  *all the progressive
dramatists put together'.

As regards aesthetic scandards
in literary criticism | would refar
Sivasegaram to the works of the
names | have “‘dropped"” as a
first and essential step.

He tells wus, *'the shallowness
of the progressive Tamil literary
scene is only a reflection of the
shallowness  of the progressive
Tamil political scene.” He does
not ga further and tell us about
the causes of this *'shallowness™,
instead he gives us a discourse on
the Sinhala radical movement, He
quite angrily refers to the “Tamil
Communal  Wolves™ but is very
soft on Sinhala nationalism and is
very generous towards the Sinhala
radical movement based on it
He deals wich the pregressive side
of Sinhala nationalism and seems



to be fighting shy of looking at
lts  negative, reactionary side.
We have had a good quota of
apologists for Sinhala chauvinism
among the Tamil leftists and,
vsad to say", some of them pose
as super Marxists.

| am being accused of rejecting
art forms of feudal and bourgeois
societies. This is  nonsense. |
reject only reactionary bourgesios
and feudal artistic values

And, now we come to the most
amusing  part of Sivasegaram’s
piece. After prescribing what the
Tamil public needs today he gosos

on presumptuously o tell us chat
progressive theatre f{and he is
sorry o say thatl) must “‘wait

until time Is ripe for the develop-
ment of a genuine progressive
movement''  (emphasis mine). So,
wi have not had any progressive
theatre at all so far! This Is In the
first place a fantastic falsification
of hiscory. (Dr. Slvasegaram has

here  =zaid  ewactly what the
Tamil right wing was dying to
hear from someane like him for
years), Secondly, such a view
reflects a highly erronecus line of
thinking. The «class struggle s
always on and the contradiction
between progress and reaction
takes place continually in  all

spheres — economic, political and
cultural, The Instances of domi-
nance may vary depending an the
curcumstances. Even when an
organized progressive movement
is totally absent the seeds of
progressive culture are cercainly
present among the exploited and
appressed labouring people,
Progressive, popular arts have
existed in all pre-capitalist socie-
tles, of course in an oppressed
state. To say, that the time Is
not ripe yet for progressive the-
atre In a soclety like Sri Lanka,
which has seen many struggles in
the policical and cultural spheres,
Is sheer balderdash.

To think that “good theatre”
must preceed  progressive the-
atre’ is absurd. Then what s
vgood  theatre”™  and  what are
“good and henest  standards?t
goad for whom!

| think the studied and refres-
hing  intervention of  Reggie

Siriwardene deserves to be taken
up separacely,

Sociological
Association

Professicnal Scciologial Asso-

ciation was formed recentcly
with Prof. Ralph Pieris as s
first President and MNewton Guna-
singhe as Secretary, together with
a commiccee representative of the
major institutions where sociclogy
Is practised.

The objectives of the Associa-
tion are (i) to provide a forum
of discussion and research in the
broad sense; (il be concerned
with the content and dissemination
ofsoclalogical knowledge and (111} act
as an advisory group on soclelogical
themes when such advice Is sought

and when 1t is thought fit.

At its initial discussions the
Association has taken a  strong
national bilas with some members

expressing concern about tenden-
cies to foreign domination (formal
or informal; of some of the key
University departments of socio-
logy. Censequetly the Association
has  specifically  restricted lcs
membership to those of Sri Lankan
nationality.

The members Inclnde Dr. Susan-
tha Goonetilleke, Sarath Amunu-
gama, Kumar Rupasinghe, T.V.
Edirisinghe, Kapila Wimaladharma
and Dudley Dissanaike.

LANKA GUARDIAN
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{Inclusive of postzge)

Ona year Six months
| Local Rs. 95/- Rs. 30/-
Asia  Rs. 300/- Rs. 150/-
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Foreign Rs, 450/- Rs. 300/- |
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£ 15 £10
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| matde out in favour of
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YOUR SELECTION FOR
A PROTEIN RICH MEAL

ATTA FLOUR

IT IS MOST NOURISHING
AND
HEALTHY

PREPARE A PALATABLE

MEAL WITH

ATTA FLOUR

Rs. 229/- PER BAG OF 50 Kg.

R U L A N G (Semolina)

FOR SWELETS
MAKE OUT OF HIGH
QUALITY WHEAT

Rs. 376/- PER BAG OF 55 Kg.

Please Contuct

Sri Lanka State
Flour Milling
Corporation

Ma, 7, Station Road,
Calombo = 3.

Telephone: 21300, 23152, 18008
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Mrs.

rs. Bandarapaike has told

K. K. Sharma of the States-
man (Calcutta) “that she suspects
the USA has been given rights
to establish a naval base at Trin-
comalee.”

Mrs. Bandaranaike's reference
Is cbviously to the proposed oil
refinery which a US firm, accor-

ding to the ‘Daily MNews® and
'Sun® hepes to  construct near
China Bay. According to the
lecal press Rizaco International

was ready to [nvest nearly 700
millicn dellars to build a refinery

with a cepaclty to refine about
150 thousand te 200 thousand
barrels of crude oil. Under this

deal, the government would give
2,500 acres In exchange for 209,

Ronnie , . .
(Continwed fram page 5)

time supplementary votes had
made gaping holes in Mr. de Mel's
balanced budget. The <eiling on
Treasury bills had been exceeded
by an unprecedented 5000/-millicn
and agitated MF was writing to
the president. The |MF acted,
It suspended disbursements to Sri
Lanka under a three-year agree-
ment signed in January 1979 far
suppofrt amounting to  about 350
milllan dollars.

In the same month came the
general strike over the demand
for an all-reund pay rlseof 300/-
per month, The strike was broken,
44 000 workers dismissed (official
count) buc the gavernment knows
that the unions are restless,
What could the MF do? Present
another balanced budget when
the averall deficic was |5 billion
rupees, exactly half the budged?
While Migara's (Weekend) account
of frantic behind-the-scenes act|-
vity indicates the strong conflicting
pressures on the Minister his dis-
closure of the last minuce addj-
tions (pages 6la, &1b)} underlines
how tricky and precarious wat the
flnal compromise. Could local

2

B blames

UsS

of the shares of a new company
fleated here.

Reporting from Colombo, the
Indlan  journallst quotes Mrs.
Bandaranaike in an exclusive inter-
view with him. Ve do not have
any oil. Ye already have a refi-
nery. So why do we need another
refinery?" she asked., The U.S,
interest In Asla was growlng and
she fecls It is not satisfied with
Diego Garcia. *l think they would
be happier with Trincomalee'.

Mrs. Bandaranaike haz  alsa
told K. K. Sharma “what has
happened to me follows a pattern
in Asia. First Mujib went, then
it was Mrs. Gandhi's turn (though
she has now come back), then
Bhutte was killed and now It |s
my turn”. @

resources be raised by taxing the
rich whe had already been granted
large concessisens!  Could prices
ke contralled and Import curbed?
A market ecanomy and open trade
is the UMP's credo. It Is this
policy which the IMF declded to
back. That is the point of it's
exercise.  Subsidies have to pgo
and so the CTB, an employment
exchange, has to raise fares by
50 te 60% but can the government
remave the food stamps scheme
which maintains half the popula-
tlan at subsistance level? Inflation,
argues the MF, is less than 25%

but it stlll far too high. So an
average 21% cut In  the capital
votes of |6 ministries. The Ran-

denlgala projeet Is postponed by
a year and thousand millian cut
from the Mahaweli vote together
wlith drastic  reduction in tha
vote of the Ministry of Housing
and Constructien. What now ha-
ppens to the hopes of the MP's
create jobs? Revenuss increased by
new prices of milk, cigeretres,
liguor and enhanced postal rates
etc. More is in the offing. Aid
to 5rl Lanka per eaplta is one
of the highest and foreign sources
account for more cthan  half the
budget deficic (Rs. 8,100 milllan.
The strike was contained as the

NO JVP SALUTE

politics, Mr. HRohana
maverick par

n local
Wileweera s the
excellence. Sometimes he plays
this role on international Issues
too, On the |raqi—-|r‘anian wWar,
the IJWP has chosen not to take
sides alchough the JY¥P's contacts
with Baghdad are so strong that
there was a delegation from Bagh-
dad at the IVP conference.

Understandably, the UMNF govern-
ment has also remained silent in
this war between two of our
majer oil suppliers. The SLFP
which condemned Yietnam over
the Kampuchean issue, and re-
malned silent on the Chinese In-
vasion of Vietnam lined up stron-
gly on Irag's side.

The CMU which is so close
to Mr. Bala Tampoe {(the leader
of the Trotskylst RMP) recently
held a meeting at which a resolu-
was  passed  saluting  the
victory of the Palish workers,
The CMU paper Vanguard reports
“all but one of the delegates, a
supporter of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (J¥P), stood up in salu-
tation, while the JVP sympathiser
continued to remain seated, in-
different and unconcerned.” @

tion

J585 and the MP's know by the
promise of a pay rise of Rs. 70/-

has been  granted o state
employees.
“When we pay the bus fare,

the “rake home pay' will be less
by the time we reach home"
says a CMU cfficial sourly. And
the police banned all pickets, hois-
ting of black flags  and any
demaonstraticns on Movember 12th
Protest Day because a “group of
persons’’ {un-identified) may lead
a counter demonstration,

— M. de S,



Blok, Christ
Red Guards |

lok’s The Twelve is not only

the majer poem to have come
out of the Russian Revolutian; it
is also ane of the peaks of modern
European poetry. When Blok
wrota it in 1918, he consumm-
ated an extraordinary process of
poetic development for which thera
is no parallel in the work of
his  European contemporaries
except In thatof W, B. Years.
Like Yeats, Blok developed out
of the late Romantic twilight,
through an eccentric personal cule
expressed in symbolist terms (in
which the poet was the high
priest of a truth revealed only
to the Inltiated), towards a visj-
cnary and prophetic poetry thac
was deeply engaged with the
realities of = the contemporary
world.  Blok's major poems —
On the Field of Kulikovo, The
Twelve and The Scythians —
are the counterpart In this pre-
cess of development of Years's
Easter 1915, Meditations in Time
of Civil War and The Second
Coming.

Just as the Irish Easter uprising
and Civil War compelled Yeats to
come to terms with the turbul-
ence and violence of the age, so
the much larger convulsions of
the Russian Reveolutions of 1905
and 1917 exerted a similar influ-
ence on Blok. In making this
comparison, hawever, there are
two  differences  between tha
Russian and the Irish poet that
must be noted.

The first is a difference In sacial
outlock. Yeats had a strong alle-
giance to the way of life and
values of the Anglo-Irish landed
gentry, and his response to the
natlonal upsurge in  lIreland {in
poetry as in life) was, therefore,
profaundly amblguous. Mereover
In the post-Civil War period,
he moved steadily to the right,
and ended in the last derade of
his life as a sympathiser of the
Irish  fascist movement_ and an
admirer of German and lcalian

_and_ the

This is the first part of an article
centenary of the birth of Aleksandr
month. Blok Is regarded by many critics
| the greatest of modern Russion poets,

conumemorating  the
Blok, which falls this .
and reoders as

His masterpiece, The i

Twelve, to which this article is mainly devoted, was written
two months ofter the October Revolution, [

fascism. Blok, an aristocrac by
birth where Yeats was anly pro-
aristocrat by association, was never-
theless deeply stirred by che
events of 1905, and found |his
greatest poetic Inspiration in the
revolutionary storm of 1917, The
respoense evaked in him by Octo-
ber was the climax of his life
and his poetry; in his last years
he sank into a political despair
which found expression only in
the self-chosen silencing of his
poetic genius,

The second difference between
Blok and Yeats is in the tempo
of thelr paectic development, Blok
wrote his masterplece at the age.
of 37, and died thres yzars later
If Teats had died 3t the same
age, we would have remzmbeared
him only as a miner Viccorian
poet who would have earned 3
fostnote in the literary histories.
(Dying young has, of course, bean
the fate of many of the greatest
Russian poets, from Pushkin and
Lermaontov to Blok, Yesenin and
Mayakovsky Moreover, The Twelva
Is, to my mind, a greater achie-
vement than any one of Yeats's
poems. The Christ-symbol which
crowns the poem facilicates a
comparison with The second Co-

ming; Blok's posm  surpasses
Yeats's not only in its greater
technical originality but also in
its profounder  historical  visien.

The Twelve is a long narra-
tlve poem set in the Patrograd

of lanuary 1918, when the poem
was written, |t apens with wincry
Images of black night, white snow
and wind in the Petrograd streets,
The vislence of the wind, whipp-
ing up the snow, knocking peopls
off cheir fzet, tearing away the
banner with the words, ‘All
power ta the Canstituent Assems
bly’, Is caught In the whirling
rhythms of the opening part of
the poem. The energy of the

wind and the snowstorm is the
elemental energy of the revolu-
tlon jtself. Just as the wind blows
away the banner wich its slogan
of the bourgesis parllamentarians,
so the workers’ and peasants’
Soviets had swept aside the Can-
stituent Assembly only a few days
before Blok began to  write his
poem.

Blok's personal
his preoccupations during these
days. The Constituent Assembly
met for the first and lasc time
on January 5-6, before being disso-
lved. On January 5, Blok recor-
ded In his diary, ‘lnstinctlve
hatred for parliamants, constituent
assemblles and so on.' On Janu-
ary 7, he jotted down fragmencary
thoughts about Christ, linked wich
the conception of the posm. On
January 8 the diary says, ‘The
whole day — Twalve®, and the
next day, *The arclcle **The Inte-
lligentsia and the Revelution™
completed.” This was che article
which Blok ended with words
addressed to the intelligentsia:

‘The demon ance commanded
Socrates to listen to the spirit of
musle.

"With your whole body, with
your whaole heart, with your whole
consciousness, listen to the Revolu-
tien.'

‘The spirit of musie' was the
phrase through which Blok habhi-
tually referred in his writings to
the natural znd primal energies
which he conceived to be at the
heart of life. It was the release
of these energies which he res-
ponded to In the Revolution, and
which he incarnated in the dyna-
mic rhythms of wind and sterm
in the apening part of The Twelve

diary records

Apalnst the backdrap of the
storm appear the twelve — Red
Guards on patrol, marching thro-
ugh the strests of Perrograd.
They are wigilant because che

13



Blok Christ, ..

enemy is wide awake and active,
they are also imbued with the
revolutionary atheism of the Bols-
heviles;

“ Freedom, freedom,
Hey, hey, without a cross!’

But ane of them, Petrulha, is
troubled by the Infidelicy of his
girl, Katka, whoe has become the

mistress of & bouregois officer,
Vanka, In cthe course ef their
march the twelve run Into Katka
and VYanka speeding In a cab,
and Petrukha shoots at  Vanka
and unintentionally hits Kacka,
who is killed. WWhen the twelve
continue the march, Petrukha is

haunted by guilt and remorse
for the dead girl, and even murmurs
a traditional prayer for the dead,
although his comrades urge him
to forget what has happened: this
is no time for personal preoccu-
pations. As they march an, keeping
‘In revolutionary step’, they see

ahead of them a figure with a
red flag. Suspecting a trick, they
call out, “Who goes there?” Recei-
ving no answer, they fire, but
they lose sight of the figure and
never discover who it is. Buc
the post does, in the startling
conclusion of the poem. Infront
of the twelve, carryinga red flag,
walking through the snow, unhar-
med by the bullets, is Christ:

* White roses garlanding his  head,
lesus Christ goss on ahead.’

The concluslon
significance  of the citle: che
twelve Red Guards disown
Christ are, unwlttingly, hls new
Apostles.

(To be concluded)

canfirms the

who

JVP...
(Continwed fram page 1)

whether I!hE:;' are to continue to
suffer tha bicter experiences
which they have to go chrough

If the social revolution is to be
fulfilled, According to our
understanding, they seem to have

adopted a clear positlen in this
respect.  When a party with a
membership which, in 1971, carry-
ing lecally  manufactured hand
bambs and rifles, confronted an
army equipped  with modern
armaments, is now overcome wich

fear at incidents such as stoning
which occurred on the Satygraha
Day held recently, and even
comes forward to [ssue statements
decrying such Incidents, ltlis not
difficult to arrive at a conclusion
regarding their state of mind.

lt enly remzins to be said that
the attempt of the present JVP
leadership to instill social refor-

mist atcitudes In their member-
ship, without their ever baing
aware of i, under the pretext

that all other parties are trying
to destroy the IVP, is now
painfully tranmsparent.

(To be continued})

EXPORTS IN AN

ARISTONS TOURS
Meo. 5, Gower Street,
COLOMBO 5.

Cables: 'TURNTIDE'

ARISTONS HAVE OPENED OUT NEW VISTAS
ENDEAVOUR TO CONTRIBUTING FOR

FOR WELL OVER A HALF A CENTURY

ARISTONS HAVE BUILT UP
GLOBAL REPUTATION IN THE FIELD OF EXPORTS AS WELL AS IMPORTS

HEAD OFFICE

ARISTONS LTD.

5, Gower Street,
Colombo 5,

Phone : 88436, 82102, 81036

IN NON-TRADITIONAL

NATIONAL GROWTH

EXPORT DEPARTMENT
140, Front Street,
COLOMBOD 1.

21302 RUWANI

Telex:
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Within
the reach of
all Sportsmen.

SPORTS

EQUIPMENT

From the most famous manufacturers, brought to
you at convenient price levels by the Co-operative

Wholesale Establishment, in the Service of the Mation.

Reach the top in sports with top quality equipment now
available for all Outdoer and Indoor Sports at prices

within the reach of all Sportsmen.

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FOR -

CRICKET GOLF GYMNASTICS SQUASH TARLE TENNIS
SOCCER BADMINTON VOLLEYBALL SWIMMING CARROM
RUGBY BASKETBALL TENNIS ANGLING CHESS
HOCKEY NETBALL ATHLETICS BOATING BILLIARDS

THE NEW C-W.E- SPORTS GOODS DEPT.
80, JAWATTE ROAD, (OPP. SALU SALA) COLOMBO 5.
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_~...and enjoy a taste of Paradise along the way*
§ 7 We now offer more than 60 flights weekly between-
ff f{fj Sri Lanka and the world. Our network stretches to Zurich, Rome,
7§/ Frankfurt, Paris and London in the west; Dubai, and Bahrain,

in the Middle East; Karachi, Bombay, Madras, Trivandrum,
Male, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore. And wherever you fly
with us, in Tristar,707 or 737 comfort, you'll be served in the warm
and gentle style you'd expect from the airline %

of the country that travellers throughout history

have thought of as Paradise. AIRLANKA
’ A taste of Paradise

' ( Call your Travel Agent or Air Lanka
AL3ZA ] i
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