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NORTH -SOUTH
DIALOGUE

Mrs. B. who travelled to the
deep South (Katarogama) having
token the Kandy read immediately
ofter the faoteful October 16 hos
olso toured the Rotnopurg area.
Lost week she waos NMNorth-bound,
her first such journey in many
years.

After the TULF joined a com-
mon opposition  platform ot a
Colombo meeting in fune, chaired
by the S5LFP  President, Tamil
epinion  turned critical of the
SLFP over the district council's
issue. Alwoys prone to beat the
Sinhala drums, the SLFP seemed
ready to stir racial feelings on
this question. The Kularatne
—Amarakone “group™ close to the
party had done so over standar-
disation and university admissions
in '77-78. The trip te [affna
at the TULF's invitation suggest

that the MNorth-South dislogue
has  been resumed. The TULF
criticised the UNP on October

l&th and October ITth when the

government [mposed disabilities
on Mrs. B,

.... AND STATISTICS

Can there be trade-offs between
Seylla and  Charybdis?  Finance
Minister Ronnie de Mel leaned
on classical imogery to portray
himself In his trying navigationol
role as he steered the national
economy betwesn twin perils of
inflation and unemployment. In
the same budget speech he
claimed that inflation was less
than 25%¢ although other authori-
tative ('foreign) estimates placed
the figure ot about 359,
Unemployment  which stood ot
20% of the workforce 3 years
ogo hos been reduced, he said,
to 15%,. Since inflation was
still high, his budget was deflg-
tionary in sharp contfast to the
two previous budgets.  Will Jt

work? Let’s see what figures
are queted in his next budpet
speach,

Talking of figures, there js o
big discreponcy between Mr. de
Mel's stotement on foreign aid
per capita and the figure given

by Mohaveli Minister Gamini
Dissanayake. In  his  budget
speech Mr. de Mel gove the

figure of Rs. 565/~ (35 dollars),
According to  the Daily News
his  colleague says It is over
Rs. 700/-.

Politicians, the press and public

speakers should be recommended
the title of one of Art Buchwald's

columns ““how much s that in
dollars?™ I a racial stereo-type
is  permitted, only the TULF

members, our own Scotsmen are
sufficiently savey to ask the
question. The Industries Minister,
for instance says the oil bill hos
gone wp from Rs. 1,200 million
to over Rz, 6,000 million. But
how much s it in  dollars?
Surely, the steady depreciation
of the Rupee, gquestipns the
validity of many comparative
statistics?

DEATH SENTENCE

Is the [TUAC dead?  The
CMU's official poper suggests that
the answer Is “yes'. Although
the 5LFF's Trade Union Wing
strongly supperted this organisa-
tion, the 5LFP leadership never
had its heart in the JTUAC. Prod-
ded by the anti-CP [anti-Soviet)
foction jn the LSSP, the SLFP
and its allies In the five party
bloc are keen to bury the |TUAC
whose convener is the CPSL's
Pandite. This LSSP foction waonts
to revive gn organisation like
the JCTUO which will come
under the strict political control
of the bloc,

This CPSL, the CMU and the
MNS5F participated in the Novem-
ber [lth Day of Protest, but
separately. They are still anxious
te build the movement from
below. A top LSSPer said; *‘no,
the JTUAC is not dead. |t
will be reoctivated when an
impartant warking class  Issue
crops up again’.

THEEBS
LETTERS

Anagarika

| don't think the thin venear
of  ‘soclelogleal  schalarship'
(footnotes to be mere apt)
displayed by Ralgh Pieris in
his article can conceal his real
motives —to denigrate not only
Anagarika but alse, the Sinhala
Buddhist masses who continue
to hold him in high esteem
and who see great relavance in
this figure just now at this
mement, (This year saw the
final conferment of that much
wrangled title ‘Jathiye Piya'
on him by reverend Ganegama
Saranankara whose blography an

Anagarika bears that same
title.
But | am sure the tolerance

and equanimity begueathed by
cur culture would make them
tzke up all these insults with
a benign smile.  Anagarika, If

(Contitued ot page =g)
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CTB cannibalism and second -
generation mudalalis

he shock waves of ths hike

in bus and rail fares have
sent the government reeling, Mot
a day passes without the Trans-
port Ministry announcing  new
‘concessions’. A brief conversation
with any UNP back bencher brings
instant coenfirmation of the state
of agitatien and  alarm among
Gayernment supporters: | didn'c
have to face 50 many angry ques-
rions and so much eriticism fram

High tension over

bus services

Bus eommuters who were siranded wlihowl Bty
services from Panadura on Tuesday, were lncanvenleme
ed  agaln yesterday ‘mofming ar Transpary Board
employeea from the Panpndura depotl refused to werk

my people even when the food
subsidies were tzken away'' said
an hill-country UNP'er who, in
his secand term, Isnotso easily
rattled by dejected faces in his
constituency or by the propagan-
dist onslaughts of his local oppon-
ents. “This is real....my fellows
are sullen. and that's always a

bad sign.”

But propaganda was the UNP's
defensive reflex action. Mo sur-
prise In that. While the reliance
on the State propaganda machine
has progressively increased with
each administration (there's an
Imporeant lesson in  that  about
the state of our politics, surely?)
this regime's faith Is the magic
of mass communications bordars
on a chlldish naivere. And so,
we had those full-page adverci-
sements In the daily papers,
courtesy Transpert Board, Less
said about official figures, the
betrer, (See Trends).

The government employee, tha
wage earner in the private sector
and the middie-income self-emplo-
yed 5ri Lankan have been acche
receiving end of a double-double
shock, Inthe pasc 3 years, he has
watched the food subsidies go,
and his budget to feed his family
swell steadily. In the meantime,
rents have soared, and many of
them have joined the great exo-
dus from the metropelis. Since
schooling is a high prierity in the
family's scheme of options, some
have found a ‘solution’ in the car
-pool system, as a countermove
te rising petrol prices, For the

without fallee pretecilon.

fenls an

vy B
majority, the CTB school bus
affords the only relief.  But the
head of the family, has to travel
by train or bus or wvan.  Then

comas the final blow — Just before
the budger.

OPEC-beating, if it did serve
any propaganda purpose, exposed
lcself as a futile and fatuous exer-
cise with the Great OPEC Peti-
ticn  which never reached its
destination. Propsgzanda won't do.

What willl The government's
think-tank is worklng overtime
to find remedies with  reports
coming in of possible  trouble.

Three to four million Sri Lankans
take bus and train dally, This s 2
highly maobile crowd, Mo trade
union need organise this on-the
-mave publle if it has a strongly
felt common cause. And now they
have one, Bus conductors, check-
ers, security men and police can-

net handle the sltwation if it
astumes the form of silent pro-
test,

The World Bank says *no subsl-
dies' to state corporations. The
World Bank is ideologically commi-
tted to private enterprise, and
pushing State organisations to the
wall through ‘objective,  strictly
economic arguments’ saerves this
ideological aim, s a subsidy really

The services resacted alter srmed Poliee moved o
the Fansdura MPF Dro Neville Fernandg appealed o
drbvece and conductors to get back 1o work.
W, Transport Board employess’ action

78 Tuesday, whe H

tal el

n both HT

iy T

necessary? (This question s taken
up Inainformative articla published
in thls issue of the L. G.)

The average commuter is prame
pted inta supporcing the private

operators — the new bus mudala-
lis — sinece their fares structura
is more ‘reasonable’. Certainly,

it is cheaper ta travel by van.

“lt ean be a tax gimmick [ike
some of these gem auctlons where
*black money' is laundered through
paper transactions and the cere-
mony of buying and selling one's
awn gem via an agent” observes an
experienced businessman. Private
van operators have the advantage
af 1003 Lump Sum Depreciation
on these wvehicles,

A quarter after the
first essay in nationalisation (the
CTB) are we to witness the return
of the bus mudalall, by the grace
of politicking,  blatant feather-
bedding, 155 hegemonism, admini-
strative [nefficlency, poor output

and low maorale?

The canniballsation of the C.T.B
will put a second-generatian of
bus magnates on cthe high road
to super—prafits,

cEntury



Troubled * oil

Everheard of RIZACE Interna-
tional! Readers of the Daily
Mews and Sun are far betrer
equipped to hazard a guess cthan
the international press.

front page lead announcing an
agreement between 5ri Lanka
and a “New York — based Rizaco
International”™ to  start  an
refinery at China Bay, The project,
said the CDN queting Industries
Ministry Secretary,  Mr. lustin
Dias, would be wholly financed by
foreign capital .. about 750 millien

S dollars. This would make Rizaco,

the largest single investor in this
country. The government would
give a lease of 2,500 acres in
exchange for 20%, of the shares of
the local subsidiary. The refinery
will have a capacity of 200,000
barrels a day, way abave the CPC's
Sapugaskanda refinery. To start
with, Rizaco will deepen and moder-
nise the Tringe harbour.

By any 5ri Lankan standards, the
story was 'big’. But Celombe corr-

Mearly .
two months age, the CDN had.a

oil -

x

in” Trinco
espondents of .the world press
were rudely- suprised when their
principals fired back: “‘Rizaco Who!”

One of the world's best known
newspapers falled to getalinz an
Rizaco from the journal's New
Yark office. The lagal  agent,
Ms. Turnkey Services of MNawala
was difficule. to trace, and when
traced, his lips were sealed. The
other promoter, a Chinese Malay-
slan, wasn't talking either.

The “plot” thickened when it
was found that the
Jnew nothing about the deal
Representatives of Rizaco flew into
Colombea and  stayed. for over a
week at the Oberoi  but nota
word was published In the press.
In fact,' the story went off this
radar screen of the major news
papers and nat aword appeared.

But the opposition took it up
and the project acquired sinister un-
dertanes. Trinco is Trinca, afrer all,

Commenting on the ever-wide-
ning WS presence in the Indian

JS Embassy!

ference

refore,

Ocean, Diego Garcia and  the
refinery project etc, Mrs. Bandara-
naike told K. K. Sharma of the
Statesman (L. G. Nov Ist) that US

svwould be happier with Trinca"
lt was signifieant  that Mrs.B
chose to speak on  this to the

Indian press, Mobody knows better
that alchough Sri Lanka floated
the idea of an Indian Ocean Paace
Zone, the inspiration was India's
and  Indira's.  Wich  Mauritius
demanding the return of Diego
Garcia and the OAU backing this
demand to the hile, the US
base will be a major issue at the
UM-sponsared Indian Ocean con-
in Celombo,

Playing up the milicary {and the-
sinister] aspect of the
story, the Oppasition press noted
not only the Increasing number
of *calls’ at Colombo of wvarious
naval wvessels {US. Soviet, British,
Australian, French, West German)
but che *courtesy calls" of US

(Comrinued on page 24

-

USE

ORANGE PILOT . |

FOR :

REAL ' WRITING PLEASURE

MANUFACTURED BY: PENPAL LIMITED

{Member of the K. G. Group)

pisTRIBUTED BY: SHAW WALLACE & HEDGES LTD., ©:©




Budget: Signalling a crisis?

by Kethesh Loganathan

he 1981 Budger Speech isa far
T cry frem the optimism and
the ‘*revolutionary” fervour (a
favourite term employed by the
UMP Government to refer to the
IMF-oriented economic reforms)
that characterized the 1978 Budget
Speech, The following extract
fromthe 1978 Budget Speech, which
was the first official pronouncement
by the UNP Government of its
adoptlon of the IMF/IBRD sponsared
Export-Led Growth Model, highlig-
hts the epiric In which it was pre-
sented and the economic orlenta-
tion of the UNP. Toe gquote: To
create ajust and free economy, it

has bescome necessary to carry
almost a total  economic  and
financial transformation in  our
land — almost a revolutlon in our

financial and economic framewark
which ~ has  been  completely
restricted and hemmed in by con-
trols for 30 years. . The Budget will
iniciate a complete change, almost
a revolutionary change in  this
system. |t will take some time for
the people of this country and
for the bureaucracy to get adapted
to these changes both mentally
and in  actwal imgplementacion. .
Foreign aid and foreign assistance
beth frem internatisnal agencies and
fram zaid giving countries will he
necessary to finance  this tetal
transformation of our country."”

The 1982 Budget Speech, on the
other hand, is a manifestation of
the contradictions that have begun
to emerge cut of the implementa-
tlon of the ‘IMF Package' suppor-
ted export-oriented development
strategy and, therefore, s itself
replete with concradictions. Fur-
ther, it could be construed as signall-
ing an impending econoemic crisis,
despite attempts to conceal the
actual state of the ecanomy and
to present a distorted picture of
the future.

|
(The auther ixa Research Fellaw

with the Social Scientizts Associa-

tion of Sri Lanka)

The Budget Speech in tracing
the *achievements'" of the UNP
Gaverment since [977 lays emphasis
on two factors — political seability
and diversification af the economy.
©On the question of political stability
it has this to say: *“In the first
place we have achieved political
stability. [t is policical stability of
a rare order and of a uniqua kind,
It is not palitical stability that
flows frem the barrel of the
gun..On this firm foundation of
pelitical scability we have endeay-
oured to bring about economic
development and  growth.'" The
sentiments  expressed by the
Minister of Finance are nothing
new. In fact, they merely repeat
the rhetoric used by most govern-
ments of the peripheral capitalist
States In order to conceal the
real  character of  ‘‘political
stabilicy™ which they are trying to
achieve,  “Politlcal stabilicy™, in
shore, s basleally a2 situztion
of pelitical regimentation which is
the sine quo non for the operation
of the 'IMF Package'. It Is an
undeniable fact that the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka has  launched a
blatantly  canfrantationist labour
policy aimed at hreaking the back
of the organized working-class
movement and an Intense political

campaign  directed towards the
Immobllization of other alterna-
tive  parties;  through  these

methods. they seek to undermine
the “palitical instabilicy™ associated
with the two-party parliamentary
system, as a guarzntee to foreign
investors and the local capicaliscs
alike, not to mention as a guarantee
for fts own survival, The UNP i3
in effect trying to transcend jts
traditional rele as one of the
alternate bourgeois parliamentary
parties to being the “sole agency™
of the bourgeolsie. Tough anti-
labour  measures, ¢t must  be
mentiened, are an integral com-
panent of the ‘IMF Package' and a
political pre-condition for the
expart-oriented development stra-
tegy which demands a cheap and
docile labour forea,

Further, there Is alse an element
of economic necessity pertaining
to budgetary allocacions, which eall
for political repression. Since the
current  budgetary  surplus s
expected to finance 159 of the
financial requirements of the Public
Investment Programme, the axe
will inevitably have to fall en
“eransfers and subsidies" which
traditionally accounted for roughly
60% of current expenditure and
lwages and  salaries”  which
accouts for roughly 229 of currenc
expenditure, |t Is quite clear,
therfore, that political will aside,
the capacity of the Governmeant
to impose a stringent policy and
curtail consumption depends on
the balance of power between the
organized working-class movement
and the State. Political stability
which, isa misnomer, cannet, the-
fore, but flow from the barrel of
the gun. |t appears that the
political pre-conditian for the ‘IMF
Package' supported expart-ariented
development  strategy has, in fact,
been established. One is led o
this conclusion by the deafening
silence the vanguard of the warking
people  and the sheer glee of
the foreign Investors as  eviden.
ced by the statement af the
Executive Viee-President, Bank of
America, that without reasonable
assurance of political stability chere
would not have bean an inflaw of
foreign financial  assistance  ac
such an unprecedented  level,
(Quoted by Mr. Upalli  Wije-
wardene at  a recent GCEC
sponsored seminar in Mew York,
CDMN 18/9/80)

The second most significant
“achievernent' since 1977 claimed
in the Budget Speech is the

increasing diversification of the
econamy. To quate; “Our
Government's economic strategy
has enabled the country to move
away from the precarious situation
where the performance of asingle
sector determined the performance
of the economy as a whole, For
the first time in 978, a pattern
of balanced  growth  became
evident”. While it iz true thar

5



there has been an Increassd
diversification of the economy led
by construction, transport, banking,
tourism and services, it cerczinly
cannot be considered as synony-
mous  with  “‘balanced growth”
that is capable of laying the founda-
tien for self-sustained growth
and development. This is quite
clear when one examines the per-
formance of the agricultural and
manufacturing  sectors  which
essentially comprise the base and
the leading sectar of any Model

of growth and development,
irrespective of thelr Ideologlcal
content.

In the 5rl Lankan context, both’
manufacturing and agriculture have
been declining. Thus, while manu-
fzcturing accounted for 1454 of the
inerezses In GNP in 1978, s
eentribution in 1979 was 1194 and
is further expected to decline to
4.5%5 In 1980, Similarly agriculture
has been declining, both, in relation
to rate of growth and its contri-
bution to Increases In the GRP,
Further the liberalization of

imports, rather than giving an
imperus to industrialization, has
merely led to a disproportionate
increase in the rate of growth of
the export-impart trade and the

further  undermining of  the
potential for expansian of pro-
ductlve capacity In the domastle

manufacturing secror. It has now
been firmly established that tha
import liberalization policy had
severely  affected the domestic
manufacturing sector  particularly
those firms engagad in the pro-
duction of handloom textiles, wood
and paper products, glassware,
chemical and metal produces.

The erisis In the manufacturing
sector catering to the Internal
market has been alse confirmed
by the recent appointment of a
Tarriff Commission, under, pressure
frem the Chamber of Commearce,
to look intoe ways and maans of
providing adequate protection ta
local firms fram  the effects of
dumping and from firms registered
in the FTZ havae been allowed
accests o the internal market,

NEXT ISSUE

Gail Quvedt, Associate Pro-
Jfessor af Sociology, University of
California, will weite on the Indian
political sirwation and the Left
parties, in the mext issue. Her
survey fias been written exelusive ly
Sfor the Lanka Guardian,

Also, Part 2 of the interview
with H. N. Fernandp, President
Ceplon Teachers Union on the TV P,

In shore, the immediate con-
saquence of imporc-liberalization
has been a shift in investments
from manufacturing  activities to
the more |ucrative expart-impore
trade, thus leading to a dispropor-
ticnate fncrease in growth rates
in trade and commerce and a
decline in the growth rate of the
manufacturing sector—a far cry from
the export-led industcrialization
envisagad by bourgeois develop-
mentalists and the IMF technocrats.

PART ll: Inflation, unemployment

EX-STOCK SUPPLIERS

TUNNELING, MINING, MARINE,
WATER SUPPLY, AGRICULTURAL
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT ® ACCESSORIES

EouipMeNT & Construction Co. L.

7, CANAL ROW, P. C. BGX 8I8

PHONE: 32113-23054

FOR ALL

COLOMBO 1.

TELEX: 21385 GOPAL




TRANSPORT

by Anil Moonesinghe

he attention of all Sri Lanka

has been focussed on public
transporet with the massive fares
hike — by nearly 803, The
increase 15 so incredible that a
regular  commuter whe s a
wage-earner will now have ta
pay between |2 to I3 of his
wages for cravellingl The daily
traveller from beyond 25 miles
has been dumb-struck by the
utter impossibility of paying this
amount.

Srl Lankans have a very high
propensity to travel, The buses
and the trains carry about 5
million passengers 2 day which is
a very high proportion of the
population.  There is a reason
for this. Our working population
is really semi-urban and oven
rurzl.  The cities are costly
places to llve in. And besides
there are more amenities and
a  better environment living
en your own land in your own
village, The last four decades
have provided cheap travel —
which mere than compensated
for the ecostly living in  the
citles even if housing was availa-
ble, where very often, apart from
shantles, there was nothing else.

It is not an aceident that road
passenger cransport was nation-
zlised by the government of
5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike — it
was one of the most popular
actions of a regime brought abaut
by a histeric mass upsurge.
Transpart for Sri Lankans then
is like free rice, and the ratioen

book, anecessity of life.

The era of cheap and efficlent
transpert came to an end in
1975,  Two facters began to

militate against lt, One was the
rise In price of imported inputs
— fuel, oil and |ubrlcants, In
1974 OPEC raised prices by 400
per cent. The second was the

(The writer was Minister af
Communications in the SLFP-LESP

coalition and  Chairman  of the
Ceylon  Transport  Board  between
1970-75:) -

TRAVAILS

cost  of the wvehicles both for
road and rail. and the spares
necessary for thelr upkaep, These
costs  have been rising at the
rate of [2-14% per year on
average as part of world Inflation,
Thus these two elements have
combined as part of the North
-South contradiction to make
transport in Sri Lanka subject
more and more to the world
market prices whilst those who
travel in them do not have an
increase in their income com-
mensurate with these price rises.

However steps were taken from
1973 onwards as  part of state
planning to mitigate these dan-
gerous and catastrophic trends.
Cne was the tilc towards elec-
trification — the replacement of
the use of fossil fuels by hydro
—electric power. The first phase
was the electrification of the
existing track from Alutgama to
Veyangoda. A plan was also
envisaged for the expansion of
suburban electric  railways  to
replace the maln arterial bus routes,

The other step was to run both
the CTB and the rallway as
commercial enterprises paying their
way to do this. Waste, theft,
corruption, inefficiency and plain
bad  administration, lack  af
cooperation from employess had
to be eliminaced,

To judge whether this was
happening or not there are
indices. One such index Is profic

and |oss — provided cthat fares
were reasonable In comparisan to
price of inputs. Other indices
are number of employees per

bus, the propartion of lost miles
due to engineering operational
and other causes, the cost per
bus mile, the cost per passenger
mile, the revenue per mile the
cost per mile for administration
and each of the serviees etc.
These are ebjective methods of
Judging 2 transport organisation.
Of course a passenger views |t
differently as he is not worried
5o much about the costs as the
efficiency ef the service,

Since the UMNP came to power
in 1977 the objective indices
have showed a marked deteriora-
tion — and in the recent months
an alarming dislocation of the
state transport systems.  YWhilst
services are deteriorating the fares
are climbing at rocket speeds!
There have been three fares
hikes within the last three years!

In  defence, the gavernment
apologists, including the Ministar
of Finance have said that world
Inflation and rising oil prices are
the reasons. Is this really true?
World inflation is taking place at
the rate of about 10-12% per
annum.  Yet, the fare rises
in 5ri Lanka have recorded
greater increases. s it the oil
price rise?! But chen under the
United Front Government oil
prices rese by 4003 in one
year! Fares did not increase at
that time by that amounc. |In
fact oil isonly one of the Inputs
and does not account for more
than 25% of the costs per mile.

The inputs costs of road and
rail  transport  have  increasd
fantastlcally for one reason alone
— that the devaluation of the
rupee frem around Rs. |4, per
pound sterling to Rs. 43. roday!
A bus costs only 50,000/- in 1970
a full page advertisement sereams
out but today it is 370,000/-!
Yes, you the UNP government
made It chat price by your
devaluation. That was the price
yeu paid to ger loans from
outside to  finance the free
imports which you talk so much
about. The lending authorities
lay down conditions |. Consume
less, travel less, spend more
to buy less. 2. Transport must
run without subsidies.

To make matters worse theft
of fuel and oll, spare parts, lack
of discipline, Inefficient work-
cutput, ineflicient  management,
multiplying  of the top heavy
administration by having 10 boards
of directors instead of one have
added heavily to the escalation
of costs,



The railway Is running only
60%, of the scheduled mileage of
1975 today. With all its experi-
enced workers fram the Ratmalana
Weorkshop and the Running Shed
sacked the rallway Is grinding
tewards partlal extinetien. The
SLTB runs only 5000 odd buses
{and that teo enly for the
marning one-or-two trips) when
projections showed a reguirement
of 7000 running buses far [980.
The fleet requirements to run
chat number is B500 buses. There
too with the exit of many skilled
categories and middle managsment
the situation |s becoming chaotic.

The buses and trains are being
heavily over-loaded and this
coupled with the absence of
proper malntenance is resulting
in the further reduction of the
units running at the moment.

The new buses being brought in
(and many of these are already
buile wp, unlike previously when
enly the bare  chassis Was
importes)  will not compensate
far the outflow of buses rendered
unsarviceable due toe bad main-
tenance and the rocketing accident
rate.

Let us consider some of the
objective Indices of 1974, There
were B.5 emplovess per bus whila
in 1980 1t is [1.5,

(See table below)

During the United Front govern-
ment incentives wera introduced
and productlon went up. The
mast  startling  improvemant was
in Engineering where production
of new buses went up from | a
day to 3 a day. Together with
this Employees Advisory Councils
began to play an important part
in the restructuring of the power
relatlons between management and
labour. All this was reflected in
the balance sheet which indicated

TABLE
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1579
Buses operated (average) 4590 4301 4469 4435 4583 5095 5193

per day
Load factor

Profit/Loss

63.9 638 63.6 687 71,1

KALAWARA :

®8 sy n the UNP be defeated?”

SO, a hendred and for-
ty odd veoices will shout back in
raucous unison. Essentially a 1983
projection, such UMNP confidence
is based on past eleccoral arich-
metic re-worked according to the
‘naw maths' of P, R

As for by-elections still fought
on the old rules, rullng parties
take the field with many in-built
advantages, especially at mid-term
contests. First there [s voter psy-
chology. An oppesition victory
rarely results In a change of the
parliamentary balance.  Besldas,
so many practical advantages accrue
te & constituency representad by
a Gov't M. P. Secondly, the sheer
organisational resources of a ruling
party with ready access to the
State  machine. Anamaduwa saw
a virtual  invasion by Ministers,
deputy ministers and  District
Ministers,

a profit for the first time since
1964-65 when the first ceoalition
EOVEFNMENT was in power.

The magnitude of the fares|
hike are not justified considering|
the deterioration of management
and services of public rtransport,

Mo attempt has  bean made to
glectrify  both  road  and  rall
services, Further, the devaluation
of the rupee should not be|
permitted to  have an effect on|
the fares. The carefully balanced
budget of the warker who i3
living en a razor's edge will go|
awry. The presant fares rise

will mean that a person travelling |
a distance of 50 milies will have!
to pay more than half his wagesi
for travelling.

(NEXT: Some solutions

73,1 75.1

+19.8421.2— 2.7—42.4—55.0—600.9
(Ms. million)

the

last chance

Will these two factors cancel
out what the past voting patiern
at Kalawana so strongly suggests
— that Sarath Muttetuwsga ma has
an excellent chance of defeatlng
the UNP in a straight contest.
“Rathu Appo™, that 15, and not
the CP of course. (If there are
more than a hundred communists
in Kalawana, it must be the best
guarded secret of Cotta Road).

Kalawana is not merely the best
chance to defeat the UNP. It
is the very last chance thanks to
the new constitution which In the
Interests of “political stability and
development'’, eliminated  the
nuisance of by-elections and made
cross=overs suicidal unless the de-
fector could rely on a 2/3rds
mazjority. (ln Introducing one-way
traffic in parliament and Inventing
the one-directional canscience, Sri
Lanka has made a unique contri-
bution te contitutional histary).

A straight contest.
the rub. The C. P. has
the support of  all the
oppositlon parties. Unless it is
in a suicidal mood, the VWP will
keep out, Anti-UNP politics rather
than Its unhappy fluctuating rela-
tions with the CP will determine
the LSSP decislen. [tis unlikely to
deny the CP support merely
to please a small faction Identified
with a leading figure who is con-
ducting a permansnt counter-re-
volution against the USSR all on
his own, cheered lustily by Peking,
and Washington. The MNSSFP and
“Wasu' personally will support
Sarath too.

There's
invited

This leaves the SLFP, the cru-
cial factor, FRelations with the CP
are no means cordial, and In the

case of some SLEP  stalwarts,
devastating attacks in  the
ATHTHA have made matters
unpleasanc,

The manceuvres af the '‘Gang
of Fourteen’ which has poor re-

presentation In the P. B, and the
Ex. Ce buc did fight a fierce rear—
guard action over Attanagalla, could
deserve more serious notice, Their
hopes are pinned on Manda Ella-

(Continned on poge 2g)



Trouble —shooter

Thondaman

Frar morethan a quarter century,
Mr. Thendaman's relationship
with India (both Delhi and Madras)
has been a very special link, No
Indian visltoer to 5ri Lanka of any
political consequence has failed ta
have a private pow-wow with our
Big (Indlan) Chief. As a key
figure in the protracted Indo-Ceylon
negotiations, the CWC boss had
political clout even when he was
only a nomlnated MP,

While his ministerial Itinerary
In India last monch was no doubt
important, it was his mission as
trouble-shooter that was probably
more significant. After his talks
with the Indian premier, the press
reported Mrs. Gandhi's re-assuran-
ces of the "'very friendly relations"
between India and Srl Lanka, The
UNP now hopes that Mrs. Gandhi
will not have occasion to repeat
her charge that the Bandaranaike
family has suffered the same sort
of harassment she faced under
the Janata, and the file is finally
closed.

...and the ‘Gang’

aving publicised the Indira-
Sirima parallel in the '77 cam-
palgn and found themselves later
hoist with their own petard, UNFP

slogan-spinners have now dis-
covered the Madame Mao affair
far more to their liking. Mao's

ambitious widow who wanted to
be an empress is being tried by
a special tribunal for various abuses
of power,

At a ger-together to welcome
the Chinase press delegation, a
Sri Ketha 'ldeas man' was heard
to say “‘Mrs. Mao — Sirimavo, it
even rhymes better than Indira-
Sirima"’,

The day after the delegation,
led by the Deputy Editer of the
‘Peoples Daily’, met President
J. R, the SLBC made a big story
of a Peoples® Daily commentary
on the theme of "Equality before
the law'', a favourite text for JR's
public speeches. VWhen an emer-
gency was declared in Indla, it
was said that Indira was following
Sirima. Is Deng following™ Dicky?

Ovation for

hen Dr. Sarachchandra's new

play, Vessantara, was put
on at the Lionel Wendt in mid-
MNovember, there was less drama
In the play (which disappointed
many of the playwright's admirers)
than in the attendant clreumstan-

ces, For one thing, the production
had originally been financed by
the SLBC. which had already

ferked out half a lakh (most of
it must have gone on the tinsel
and glitter of the costumes),
when Dr, Sarachchandra’s name
appeared under a petition by a
number of artlsts protesting
against the imposition of civic
disabilicles on Mrs. Bandaranaike.
Together with muslclans Amara-
deva, Manda Mallnl and Khema-
dasa, the doctor was blacklisted
by the SLBC, which alsa with-
drew Its suppart for Yessantara.
(The rab was plcked wup by
Ceylon Tobacco.)

However, by the time Vessan-
tara opened, |t was less the
author that the campaser of the
play’s music who was the centre
of the off-stage drama. Amara-
deva has never been associated
in the publle mind with political
commitment, and many peopls
had raised thelr eyebrows an
seeing his name under the petition.
Lester and Sumithra Parles's
names excited a similar reacclan.
However, an Observer columnist

reported that ‘a  brilliant film
director' had told a newspaper-
man he had signed the petition
without understanding some of
the Sinhala words in it, and If
he had known Mrs. B, was des-
cribed as a ‘peerless guide’, he
would have insisted that those
words be excised.

Amaradeva, according to Minister

of State Anandatissa de Alwis,
had also backtracked. However,
the morning after the premiere
of VYessantara, his denlal that

he had gone back on his act in
signing the petition and his text

of the letter to the Minister
appearad In Aththa (the 'national’
dailles blacked it out). It was

probably not so much hls music
for the play as his dignified
statement that earned Amaradeva

Amaradeva

the big ovation he got when he
took his curtain-call on the secand
night of the play.

What made the SLBC's hlack-
listing odder was that the Week-
end columnist Migara had hinted
that the Minister of Srtate was
unhappy about the situation —
reminiscent as it was aof similar
blacklists under the lasc regime.
And a few hundred yards away
from the SLBC, the State Film
Corporatlon was apparently free
to be more liberal-minded: one
of the two officlal entries chosen
for the Mew Dalhl Film Festival
was Ganga Addara, whose director
had also signed the petition,

s ITN non-
aligned?

he Public Performances Board

has often been wvery strict
about films which were deroga-
tory to ‘friendly countries': for
instance, it once refused to allow
the screening of a highly-praised
Kurosawa film shot in the Soviac
Union because of Chinese protascs,
Mo such  Inhibitions  seem to
operate in the caze of TV. This
is not to say that censorship is
a good cthing: If there were a
variety of contending viewpolnts
an TY, that would be something
to be welcomad. But the reality
is that because of the

SouUrces
from which most of our TV
programmes come, the blas js

overwhelmingly on one side, Not
only are the Warld Mews prog-
rammes heavily pro-YWestern (e. g
the coverage of the Jamaican
elections); the slants are blatantly
there even in programmes which
are ostensibly pure ‘entertain-
ment’. On MNovember 23, for
instance, ITN put over a CBS
thriller, Mission Impossible, in
which the plot concerned a group
of American agents who had to
thwart the attempt of the head
of a Sovlet film-studio to fake
film foorage of American war
erimes In VYietnam (for screening
to diplomats) by staging the scenes
in the studio!



The Gulf War and the Left

hile Srilanka has not been
included in the nonaligned
mediation group despite the fact
that its Moslem Foreign Minister
might have been an ideal pick,
the UMNP government has sensibly

refused to take sides in this
canflict between twoof 5ri Lanka's
majer oll supliers, Last week,

CPC Chairman, Daham Wimalasena
left for Djakarta in search of
additional stocks amidst persistent
rumours of rationing in Jan/Feb.

Probably for the first time in
its history, the SLFP has been
publicly accused of abandoning
nonalignment by a nonaligned
stace — [ran, a new but important
member of the movement., lgnorc
ing the customary diplomati-
niceties, the lranian Embassy state-
ment was a blistering attack on

the SLFP leadership.

While a section of the LSSP
has bean strongly  pro-lraq re-
cently, the party itself seems to
have re-examined the whole issue
In the light of the Gulf War and

declded that silence was the
wisest cholce.
The JV¥P has been enthusiastl-

cally pro-lragfor a longtime.

The CP has not made any
statement. Yet Ifs ‘tilt’ towards
Iran has been clear at least from
the anti-Baathist articles which the
CP press had been publishing even
before the war, CP's attitudes
to lrag changed sharply with the
rapid deterloration of relatlons
between the ruling Baathists and
its "national progressive front"
partner, the CP. The execution
of abour 30 CP leaders. the ban-
ning of the lrag CP and the flight
of many leaders to Eastern Europe
heralded the open war between
the Communlsts and the Baathists

On Baghdad’s side, this Inter-
nal development paralleled 2 steady
cooling of relations with Moscow,
with whom Iraq still has a |5-year
Treaty of Friendship similar to
that signed with Egypt and in
August with Syria. Regionally, Irag's
condemnation of the USSR over
Afghanistan, coincided with Its
increasingly cordial relations wich
Saud] Arablia, Jordan, North Yemen
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and the smaller Gulf kindoms.
Economically, oil-rich Irag was
opening te the West for trade
and technology, as It thrust Itself
assertively In the area, concious of
the regional impllcations of Sadat’s

Isclation, and the Shah's downfall.

The formation in Damascus (MNov.
|5) of a "Mational Pan-Arab De-
mocratic Front of lraq” Is cthere-
fore of Interest, especially to the
Lefc. The Front consists of the
Irzql CP, dissldent Baathist Socia-
lists, the Kurdish Democratic parcy
and other groups, It has four
ohjectives: (a) armed overthrow of
Suddam Hussein, lrag's President
and strong-man (b) consclidation
of links with the Iranian revo-
lutlon (c) active support for the
Palestinian struggle and (d) streng-
thening ties with the USSR,

Meanwile Moscow has turned a
cold shoulder te Irag's Deputy
Premier Tarig Aziz on his second
visit there In search of arms and
urgently required spare parts.
Earlier Moscow was reported in
the western press to be supplying
Iraq strictly under Its treaty
ebligations and past sale agree-
ments. However Presldent Banl

Sadr and other lranian leaders,

including the Speaker of the
Assembly have accepted Soviet
assurances that no supplies have
been made. At the same time,

Syria, Liberia, Seuth Yeman and
the PLO have opposed the hold-
ing of the next Arab League In
Amman, whereas Saudl Arabia,
Irag and others have supported
such a meeting. Aware of the
negative consequences of this war
for the Palestinian struggle, the
PLO maintains a neutral position
but It does not conceal the faec
that [t is extremely unhappy that
Iraq started the war.

The formation of this new
alliance, with the Iraq CP,
the Kurdish and Baathist sec-

tions as the leading groups,
means that the Iraqi CP falls

in line with the lranian
CP (Tudeh) and with other
Left forces in lran on the

question of the Iragi-lranain
war., The Tudeh Gen. Sec., MNu-
reddin Klamouri told Eric Rouleau,

Middle East editor of Le Monde
that *Saddam Hussein is the new
Sadat and the new Shah.”’

Of course the Tudeh is not
the most powerful Left force in
Iran. The Mujahaddin, the most
impertant, uphold the revolutlo-
nary content of lslam, arguing
that lslam is compatible with
soclalism. The Fedayeen, smaller in
number, are secular Marxists, a
breakway from the Tudeh., Trocs-
kists have described cthem as
‘Left Stalinists.” Fred Halliday
says they draw inspiration frem
He Chi Minh, Castro, Mao, Gue-
vara, Carlos Marighella, etc. With-
In Is the powerful Cherikhaye
faction (Peoples Sacrifice) which is
legarded as pro-Soviet. The Feda-
yeen Is following a policy of ‘unity
and struggle' vis-a-vis the Aya-
tellah, ac this stage of the lranian
revolution. Alang with the Mu-
jahaddin, they support the Aya-
tollah in  his ‘anti-imperialist’

policies (hostages) but not en
other issues. They give critical
support to  “liberal bourgesls”

politicians like Bani Sadr on the
grounds that their demaocratic
policies afford the Left greater
opportunities for organisation and
independent action. In this, they
disagree with the Tudeh which
tilts towards the Islamic clergy.

The Tudeh believes that 'the
realities of the 20th century"
will prevent any real consolidation
of power by the mullahs, whereas
the liberal politicians can do sg,
with the help of the US and the
West. The “West, it feels, is still
looking for a Chaktiar or a Bar-
zagan, whe can move towards a
western-style democracy that would
wipe out the gains of the Revo-
lution, ence lran is again enmeshed
in the US-EEC economic system
a la Greece,

What 1s equally significanc s
that armed Leftist militias are
all fighting alongside the Isiamic
Revolutionary guards in  Abadan
and  Khorramshahr. In Dezful,
Amir Taheri, former editor of
KAYHAN, Iran's leading paper
reporcs that the Leftist militizs
have borne the brunt of the fighting.



Income inequality in

Sri Lanka

by Sunil Bastian

Ver}r often SriLanka is described
as a country that had managed
to maintain a welfare system des-
pite lew econemic growth. On
this basis it is said that the
welfare system of 5ri Lanka had
helped to maintain  the living
standard of the majority of our
people 2t a reasonable level. Phy-
sical quallty of Life Index, far
Srl Lanka s B3, although her
per capita income was around
§ 20 at the end of the seventies,
At the same time, while many
accept that there had been some
imprevemeant of the living stan-
dards when the entire country
is taken as a whaole, there are
pockets of abject poverty in some
places. In addition those looking
at this question from a Marxist
point of wiew assert that these
welfare policles had benafitced
only a section of our populatian
and therefore there s a process
of class differentlation taking place
in our sociecy, Finally questions

are asked now, aboutr what s
happening to the pattern of in-
caime distribution due to  the

presently prevailing 'open’ econo-
mic palicies, These questions were
at the centre of the discussion
at one of the sessions af ths
recently concluded seminar series
conducted by the Centre far $So-
ciety & Religion. (The material
pertaining to this discussion had
been now published as a dossier
by the Centre.)

Most of the concraversies arise
when we come to the question
of the main trends In income
distribution in cur soclety during
the past three decades, The sta-
tistical material for the discussion
had come from the Consumer
Finance surveys carried out by
the Central Banlk in 1953, [943
and 1973, In two of the articlas
of the dossier, one by Dr. H. M.
3. Karunathilske and the other
by Dr. Lal layawardena, a case

is made for a favourable trend
in Income distributian pattern in
the post |ndependent period,
Mr. Godfrey Gunpatillake, whase
text of a speech at the seminar
Is reproduced, also agrees with
this commonly held view that over
the years there had been a reduc-
ticn in  Income Inequality. In
addition Mr. Gunatlllake c¢laborares
on the palicies that are supposed ta
have led to this trend. Thay
are: the massive welfare progra-
mme; the emphasis on the deve-
lepment of the peasent econamy;
nationalisation that broks up con-
centration of private wealth and
resulted in  the growth of a
public secter: control aof prices
and rate of inflation and a pro-
gresslve  taxation system, Dr.
Jayawardena discusses these palicles
under two headings — Praduction
policies and Sacial welfare palicies.
According to him the production
policies behind these trends are
thosz that generated an  income
far the smail scale producer and
the unskilled worker. The most
important of these policies had
bean ‘the encouragement given
by the successive gavernments to
import  substitution programmes
for both paddy and subsidiary
food crops’. Thase policies had
been supplemented by the insti-
tutional changes brought abaut
by the Paddy Lands Acc of 1953
and Land Refsrm of 1972, HNote
that all cthese policies cancern
the rural sector where almost 80%,
of our population is cancentrazed,
Dr. layawardena quite rightly
concentrates oan  thess  policies
affecting the majority of our peo-
pla in his contribution,

The opposite point of view on
this question is put forward in
an article by E. L. H. Lee, Besi-
des questioning the methodology of
the Consumer Finance Survays and
pointing out the discrepancies of
the survey data itself which con-

tradicts the faveurable trend in
income distribution, Mr. Lee
concentrates his actention on the
production palicies in ths peasant
sector that is supposed to  have
led to an  Income distribucion.
He argues that many of the con-
clusians that the Incomes genera-
ted in the rural sector of Sri
Lanka had azcrued to the small
farmer and the ryral poar, had
been based on the fact cthat in
In 5ri Lanka almast 95% of the
paddy holdings are below 5 acres
In siza. Bue ‘this ignores the fact
that size distriSution of holdings
is not the same thing as distribution
of land ownership.' Land tenure
data of paddy land in 1977 shows
that around 28.2%, of cultivators
are Ande cultivators. During the
same year there had bean |73,74)

acres of encroached land in the
country covering 13,640 units.
Although we do not have exact
data on landless peasants and
agriculeural labourers, the high
rates  of wunemployment in the

rural areas indirectly reflacts the

adverse slwuation in the rural
sector. These data substanciate
the view that production policias

In the rural sectar with the pra-
sently existing ewnership patterns
do not automatically lead o an
increase In the |ncome of the
poorer sectors in the willages.

Many other studies an the spread

of the agriculeural technologies
assoclated with the ‘green reve-
lution' (High yielding wvarleties,

fertilizers, agrochemicals) and crac-
tors sthow the growth of a rich
peasent class in Sri Lanka. They
are constituted of those who can
afford te make use of these tech-

nologies, hire-in and hire-out
tractors, own boutiques and be
lenders in the villages. The sur-

plus generated in the rural sector
gets concentrated in these layers.
Therefore the production palicies
in the rural sector had resulted
in a e¢lass differentiation racher



than in an incame distribution.
With regard to the sacial welfare
policies there Is simple material
given in the dossler showing that
the ‘massive welfare’ programmes
had accrued to the benefit of
certaln layers of the society,

Although we seem to  know
something about the nature of the
class differentiation In the peasant
sector of Sri Lanka our know-
ledge about the Impacc of other
policies that had characterised
development model on the same
process seem ta be wanting. Seme
of these policies are enumerated
In the Introduction of the Centre's
dossler. OF these, import substl-
tutlon (now exporc led) industri-
alisatlon. growth of state sector
and the ever increasing dependence
on foreign finances are quesians
that has to be analysed with the
alm of understanding the process
of class differentiation brought
about by them. It isa pity that
these questions which have direct
pelitical  implications  have not
recieved the due attention of our
Marxist scholars,

The changes taking place in
our soclety now under the label
of ‘open economy’ poses new
challenges, whether this guescion
is discussed In terms of lncome
distribution (Developmentalist) or
class differentlation (Marxist). In
the Centre's dossier this gquastion
Is taken up by Mr. Godfrey Guna-
tillake in the text of his speech.
In the first place he argues that
the |978 consumer finance survey
data is too preliminary to come
to the conclusion, that the open
econemy pelicles had led to a
reversal of the faveurable Incomef
distribution trend, although the
data of the first round (the sur-
vey will have four rounds) shows
this to be 50, Secondly, he accepts
the fact the open economic poli-
cies had led to a dismantling of
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some of the earlier policies that
had ensured the favourable Income
distribution trend. In hls view
these are, the removal of the
subsidies, remaval of price controls
& control on conspicuous <an-
sumption of the higher Income
groups and the emphasis on the
private sectar for economic growth.
But in his wview some of the
other policies are not only conti-
nued but alse  strengthened.
Therefore the ocutcome will de-
pend on the balance achleved.
An example of the lastter type
of palicles s the accelerated
Mahaveli Development. But in this
case too the Marxist argument holds
that Mahaveli will really accelerate
this process, of class differentiation
In L|'I.E PEESZ:‘IC Eacrtor.

In discussing the present poli-
cies and the possible impact on
income distribution Mr. Gunatillake
draws attentlon to the Importance
of the question of employment,
Even the apaologists for the welfare
medel In 5ri Lanka agree cthat
unemployment had been a crucial
issue that undermined the system.
In Mr. Gunatillake's view “There
Is no question that rapid employ-

ment creation of the magnitude
which is planned for the next
five years will changs the entira
face of the economy, alter the
pattarn of Income  distribution
and create a different society,
whether vyou call it capitalist,
soclalist or mixed." Whatever
truth may be In  this prophecy,

creation of emplayment had been

one  of the principal ways of
softening the contradictions chac
appear In  peripheral capitalist

development. Higher the rate of
unemployment more effective this
softening will be. These changes
poses newer challenges to our
Marxists. Attention must be given
to these trends, in order to
understand the class differentiations
arising out of them.

(The Dassier disscussed n this article is
The
Soclety and Religion, Z8(
Colamba 8)

available far sale at Centre Far
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The enigma of Anagarika

Dharmapala

by Dr. James T. Rutnam
The llves of most people when

studied in depth generally
reveal the enigmatic character of
man, Professor Ralph  Pieris's

contribution on the Anagarika
Dharmapala Is no exception.

The histerlan's or blegrapher's
task is often embarrassing when
desling  with contemporary or
near —contemparary events.  Yet
we must have cthe facts, though
we may suspend our judgment or
evaluation until we have examined
the contexts. A noteworthy
feature in Sri Lanka of the late
nineteenth and early twentleth
centuries was the bitter feud
between the Karavas and the
Goigamas.  Reginald Fernando was
an inveterate exponent of Karava

causes. When the layewardenes
chose to  support  Ramanathan
agalnst Dr. H. M. Fernanda, the

darling of the Karavas, Reginald
Fernando did not hold bhack his
venomous pen againsc the Jaye-
wardenes.

It was in this society that
Dharmapala moved although he
himself was only half- Goigama,
his mother being Durawa. Perhaps
this  was the reason for his
differences with the Siam Mikaya
whao piously Insist en reserving
their higher ordination for pure

Gelgamas anly.

One of the Anagarika's mis-
guided and even pathetic obses-
sions, as one would note an
reading through Guruge's Return

to Righteousness, was that he
believed he was an  Aryan (a
cousin-brather of the European),
and that the Sinhaless-speakers
were all Aryans. B, C. Law, a
great Pali scholar and  translator

of the Dipavamsa, had remarked
that “‘the chroniclers”, meaning
the authors of the Dipavamsa
and the Mahavamsa, “who were
mad with this ideaof Indo-Aryan
rule did not foresee the difficul-

ties to be met with by the
modern  historian™. Dharmapala
was no better than the 'chronic-
lers” and when evaluating him we

have te give allowance for this
infirmity.
Professor Pieris has been rather

ungracious tewards the Theasophists
by putting the blame on cthem
for what he calls the Anagarika's

“homosexual proclivities”. We
know more abaur homosexuality
now. Mature —human nature —is

the chief miscreant If one must
neads identify It as a wrong-deoer.

We are apt ta fargst the good
werlk done by the Theosophists,
In fact we might not have had

Anagarika without che Theaso-
phists,  Olcote's  and Madams
Blavatsky’s (to whose motherly

care Dharmapala was, ever beholden)
place In the Buddhist Renaissance
in 5ri Lanka is secure, despite
the Madame's sleight of hand and

conjaring feats which some may
even call  fraud. A recent biog-
raphy of the Madame gives her

well-deserved credit for the
prefound  wisdom  contained In
the reported sayings of her faked
‘Masters’, This reminds us of the
tragic Chattertan passing his own
remarkable poems as belonging to
some others,

drawn our
‘photocopy’ of

Professor Pieriz has
attention to a
an alleged Police Report dated
|4 June [925 addressed to the
Colonial Secretary, Calombo, by
H. Ludovici, that appeared in
Guruge's book, Peiris says that
paragraph 5 in that letter had been
expurgated, The photocopy really
Is that of a doctored copy of the
ariginal, without any indication of
the expurgation or the usuzl dots
that point to any omission,
Surprisingly it has the imprimatur
of the Ceylan Government Archives,
The paragraph 5 referred to by
Pieris dealt wicth the Indian boy

Maresh, whose romantic episcde
had been torally blacked our,
although a photograph  of the

cherubic lad has somehow found
a place in Guruge's book, but
the relevance Is not disclosed,

This is not the only Instance
where Guruge had suppressed the
ipsissima verba. On paga XL|li
of the book Guruge had recorded
that the last words of the Ana-
garika were, 'Lec me be reborn .
I would llke to be barn again
twenty —five times to spread Lord
Buddha's Dhamma'.  Well and
good, But why omit the other
words which formed part of the
sentence, 'Let ms be reharn in
India as a Brahmin'. The Ana-
garika had already announced char
the next Buddha-Maitreya Buddha
—would be bornin Benares {India)
in the Brahm'n caste (Guruge, p,
113). Why deny the Anagarika
a noble aspiration?.

It would appear that the Anz.
garika  like  many others had
strong dislikes. Being a profassing
Buddhist he could not, of EﬂursEc:
hate, but he had (ler usg say} no
love for the Christians, the Raman
Catholics particularly, the missi.
onaries, the Muslims, the Karavas,
etc. etc., in short all who were
not (what he called) Aryan Sipha-
lese Buddhists, There s howevar
one recorded instance whara he
showed some consideration o a
Tamil. In Octaber 1915 he Wrote
to Ramanathan, "'The day that you
are taken away from Ceylon,
from that day there will ba none
to defend the poor neglected
Sinhalese. They are 3 doomed
people with none to guide and
pratect them. *(The Life of S
Ponnambalam Ramanthan b
M. Vaitilingam, Vol . 2, p.315).

But his frantic outhurst againse
the white man (his  own Aryan
cousin-brother),  whom he had

(Conilaued on Fage »y4)
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SOUTH ASIA (2)

Political setting for co-operation

Dy INCE M

erhaps the most significant

development In the sphere of
South Asain bilateral relations s
the success of India’s good neigh-
bour policy since 977, The
major facter in this development
might be India's increased sense
of security in  relation to its
neighbours after the establishment
of Bangladesh,

The South Asian region seems
to be undergeoing significanttrans-
farmations in relation to the big
powers. Afghanistan’s special
relations with the Soviet Union
since April 1978 could be a deye.
lopment of enormous significance
particularly as the North Western
area of South Asia could be regar-
ded as an  extension of Soviet
Central Asia. In the perception
of same policical analysts, Pakistan
has become the buffer between
India and the Soviet Union after
April 1978. The opening of the
Karakoram Highway linking Paki-
stan and China has important
strategic implications which might
have been noted by the Soviet
Unlon and India.

Hussein

After the Afghanistan revolu-
tion and the lranian revolution,
there have been further develop-
ments which give the Impression
of spreading instability in  South
Asia. It appears that South Asia
as a whole has to be included
in Brzezinski's “‘arc of instabilicy",
or perhaps the metaphor of the
arc is [napposite as [nstabilicy
might come te be virtually ubi-
quitous in the Third World, An
area characterized by an unfavour-
able ratic of population to rese-

urces. consisting notoriously of
Gunnar  Myrdal's ‘soft states”,
could have difficulty in avoiding

Instability in the context of the
global Impact of western economic
recesslan, The point about [nsta-
bility Is that it is commanly seen
as facllitating great power invol-
vement.

Indian
reported

South Asia consists of
QOcean states and the |

increase [n great power rivalries
in the Indian Ocean Is relevant
to the question of South Asia's
relations with the great powers
lt seems curious that neither the
Soviet Union nor the US has resi-
dent missions in the Maldives,
which accerding to current geo-
political theories is in an area
that is assumed to be of Impor-
tance for rivalry In  the Indian
Ocean. It might be that the US

is primarily concerned with its
oil  route through the Indian
Ocean, while the Soviet Unian

is primarily concerned with cthe
Indian Ocean route from the
Dardanelles to Yladivostok. The

extent of great power rivalry In
the Indian Ocean might be exagge-
rated in popular perceptions.

There is an about
South Asia's possible relations
with the great powers. The
possibility cannot be ruled out
that the region could becoma
an area characterlzed by Intensi-
fled great power Interaction after
the manner of South East Asia
for instance. But, as noted ear-
lier, the great powers could
provide  extra-regional options
imporcant for achieving a balance
within Sauth Asia. The region is
open-ended, significantly to the
world of lslam, and extra-regional
options could make intra-regional
relations easier. The growth of
South Asian regionalism does not
require the tatal exclusion of the
great powers from the area.

The analysis of South Asian
relations indicate that there are
reasonable prospects for regional
co-operation. To counteract the
lack of homogeneity In the region,
there has been increasing intra-
regional Interaction over the deca-
des and a consequent increase
In “mutual  knowledge" in the
phrase used by Jacob and Teune
in their study of “The Intergra-
tive Process. The consciousness
of mutuality could sometimes take
curious forms in South Asia, as
shown by the case of SriLanka

ambiguicy

where, in the papular perception
during the Seventles, it [s antici-
pated that what happens In India
will be duplicated in Sri  Lanka.
The consclousness of mutuality
between the South Asian  states
has been promoting a regional
consclousness,

There remains the problem of

disparity between the potential
power centre In the region and
the other countries., As indicated
above, there has beana note-
worthy success for over two
years in India's good neighbour
policy. It has been mentioned

that 5ri Lanka managed to conti-
nue excellent relations with India
and China while India and China
were having unsatisfactory relations
which might be explained on the
hypothesis of India's security pre-
occupations In the north which
did not apply to Sri Lanka. This
could mean that India’s relations
with neighbours n South Asia
have been influenced by pre-occu-
pations regarding its  security.
India could feel secure enough in
relation to its nelghi bours, but
could feel insecurs because of
its nelghbours’ relations  wich
extra-regional powers.

factor of

South
necessary
regionalism

A recognitien of the
insecurity In  Influsncing
Asian relations ssems
if the potential far
Is to be realized. Thera is no
problem about recognising the
sense of Insecurity of small natl-
ons. The problem is about reca-
gnlsing the sense of insecuricy
of a potential power centre.

It should help to  recall that
India’s independent history in this
century began with a break-up
in the sub—continent, Since then,
India has had praoblems over sece-
sslonist movements, as in Tamil-
nadu, and Magaland. In recent
months the Magas and the Mizos
have been restive. There Is a
significant  divide between the
Aryan north and the Dravidian
south across the Vindhya mounta-
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Ins. At varicus times there have
been problems about centre-
state relations. |mportance  has
also been attached to the fact
that the lanata could not emerge
as an authentle national party,
since Its  support was mainly
concentrated in the Hindi belt.

India and most of the other
South Asian Countries are alike
In having a **nationalist” problem.
The **nationalist’’ problem arises
out of the fact that while the
“natlonalist' upsurge in |9th cen-
tury Europe was based on lingui-
stic hemogeneity, with notable
exception of Switzerland, there
Is no lingulstle or other homoge-
neity in most of Afro-Asia, which
consjsts of nation-states based
malnly on *“territory’. The prob-
lem of lack of homogenelty bet-
ween the South Asian States s
replicated by the lack of homoge-
neiey within most of the states
which are multi-lingual, poly-eth-
nic, and which sometimes have
differences of religion etc. It
should be possible for the extra-
ordinary diversity of India te

be recognised by wother South
Aslan  states  which cthemselves
have preblems of diversity. Even
the US and the Soviet Union feel
insecure in relation to each other.
Mutual recognition of insecurity
In South Asla seems necessary
for the promotion of regionalism.

It should be possible for the

small nations of South Asia to
establish reglonal co-operation
among themselves, There is an
obvious economic rationale for

co-operation ameong the small
nations without the iInclusion of
India, The ecnomic strength of
India, with Its relatively highly
developed heavy and light indu-
stry and  agricultural  surpluses,
could make for difficultles in
regional economic  co-operation
including China, In regional co-ope-
ration in other spheres India might
be accomodated with less prob-

lems as the relationship between
the small nations and the poten-
tial South Aslan power-centre
need not be an adversary relation-
ship.

"ninn __astandard

to measure
precision by.

Union Platform Weighing Machines,
Counter Scales and Spring Balances
are manufactured to the highest

international standards — vour
guarantee of absolute quality.

Manufactured by

SAMUEL SONS & COMPANY LIMITED
371, Old Moor Street, Colombo 2.

LANKA GUARDIAN i|

Subseription rates

(Inclusive of postags)

One year Six months
Local Rs. 95/ Rs. 50/-
Asla  Rs. 300/- Rs. 150/-
Us § 20. Us % 10,
£ 10. L5,
Forelgn Rs. 450(-  Rs. 300/-
US$30  USS20 |
£ 15 £10

Cheques and money orders to ba
made out in favour of
Lanka Guardian Publishlng Co. Litd.

Tha Commercial Manager, |
Lanka Guardian Publishing Co. Ltd, |
Mo. 88, N.H. M. Abdul Cader Road
{Reclamation Road) Colombo 11,

Tel: 32341 - 4,




Blok, Christ and the
Red Guards

by Reggie Siriwardena

lok's The Twelve s as inne-

vative a poem as The Waste
Land which it preceded by four
years. Theugh Blok's poem narr-
ates the events of one night In
Petrograd, while Eliot's moves
becween many different times and
places, Blok's mode of narrative
is also discantinuous. The opening
section of the posm is a montags
of images ef the clty in the storm
that is cinematlc In quality (tho-
ugh Blok was writing before
Eisenstein  and Pudovkin), while
later there are abrupt shifts bee-
ween different voices and diffarent
consciousnesses, arclculated thro-
ugh a dazzling variety of forms
and styles,

lust as Eliot was ta bring toge-
ther fragments of other poets,
snatches of |azz songs,  working
~class  and middle-class  canver-
sation and echoes of the Buddha
and the Upanishads, so  Blok
draws on the slang of the Petro-
grad streets, political slogans,
pepular song and Christian litany.
(Mot all these styles come thro-
ugh In ctranslatien: Sectien 8,
with the folk-quality and tha
music of the Russian diminutives,
iz, to my mind, untranslatable Inte
English.)

There Is, however, 2 great dis-
parity between Eliot's and Blok's
uses of their medley of styles,
The echoes of lower middle-class
and working-class  speech and
pepular seng in The Waste Land
— the woman talking in the pub,
‘Mrs. Porter and her daughter’,
the three Thames-daughters —
are used by Eliet with mocking
effect, reinforcing the puritanical
and snebbish revulsion  against
common life of 3 Boston brahmin.
Blok’s use of his sources in the
life of Petrograd |s very different:
The Twelve gains ts vitality from
Blek's immersion in and sympathe-
tic identification with the life of
a people Involved in the throes
of a great revolutlon. (Eliot was

to see in that same revolution
nothing more than callapse and
disintegration — ‘the present de-
cay of eastern Eurocpe’, as he
obtusely put it In the notes to
The Wasta Land.) Itis approp-

riate that Eliot's and Blok's poems
should have had wery different
destinies too: the former, an eso-

terlc wark prized by academic
annotators; the  latter, read by
Blok's wife shortly after Its
composition to crowds of wor-

kers and Red Army soldiers who
as Blok's aunt and  blographer,
M. A. Beketova, testifles, 'rapturo-
usly welcomed the poem, the
author and the reader. The
impression made by it wasshatt-
ering, many were moved to tears,
and Al Al. (Blok) himself, presenc

at the reading, was powerfully
stirred.’

Bolshevilke  circles, however,
while gratified by the endorse-

ment of the revolution by Russia's
greatest |iving poet, had reserva-
tiens about some aspects of The
Twelve — especially, the climactic-
vision of Christ.  While ortho-
dox Christians thought the con-
clusion shocking and blasphemous,
arthadax Marxists feund It no
less disturbing that the Red Guards
should be led, even unawares,
by Christ. Both Luncoharsky and
Trotsky In  their criticisms of
the posm treated its conclusion
as evidence of Blok's Imperfect
understanding of the slgnificance
of the revolutlen. A certain Shul-
gin in an article entitled '‘Memo-
ries of Lenln', published In 1957,
has left on recard Lenin's reactions.
Having quoted the last twe lines
of the poem (the Image of Christ),
Lenin asked, ‘Do you understand?
Explain. And without letting
Shulgin answer, Lenin added, 'l
don't understand.’

It seems to me that sixty years
later, we are in a better position
to comprehend Blok's intentions
in the conclusion of The Twelve

| This is the second part  of
[an article  commemorating  the
| Birth-c itenary of the Russian
!pae! Aleksandr Blok.

and its profound historical meaning,
The Christ of The Twalve was
not the Christ of the Orchodox
Church, which had buctressed
the ctyranuy of the Tsars and
itself been part of the serf-owning
gconomy — the Church typified in
The Twelve by the priest glim-
psed In tha first section of the
poem:

“Why so unhappy now

Comrade priest?

Remember how you strusted—
Your belly going on before,

And the cross upon your beliy
Glzaming — among the poor?

Blok's Christ was the orginsl
Christ of the Gospels, the Christ
also of severzl generations of
religious dissenters and social and
political rebels. Sergei Hackel in
his study of the poem has drawn
atcention to the slgniflcant fact
that In the last line of the poem

the name Jlesus iz =pelt not, as
customarily In modern Russian,
lisus but lIsus. The ferm that
Blok uses was that adopted by

the Old Believers, the dissanters
who broke away from the Orthe-
dox Church in the sevanteenth
eentury, and were  thereafter
persecuted. The importance of
this derail is that many of the
Old Believers were not only reli-
gious sectarians but also rebels
against the established social order:
from their ranks had come a
number of the followers of Puga-
chev and Stenka Razin, the leaders
of the eightzenth-century peasantc-
revolts,  (Pugachev's manifesto
had promised both land to the
peasants, and freedom of worship
to the dissenters.) It seems to
me that there are assoclatlons
with Pugachev also In the images
of the snow-storm In  the first
section of the poem: the twelve
make their appearance together

with the vielence of the storm,
just as  Pugachevy, In Pushkin's
novel Tha Captain’s Daughter,

is first encountered b}' the narra-
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tor in a snow-starm, which beco-
mes a symbel of the viclence of
the peasant revalt to  come.

Blok's Christ carrles a flag which
is described as ‘bBlood-red'—the
eolour both of revelutien and of
his sacrificial blood — he marches
at the head of the revelutionary
guards, he bearsa name used of
him by the dissenters and eve-
king the memories of peasant
wars, and his apocalyptle Second
Coming is Identified with the
Revolution. Thus Blek brought
together, in a flash of poetic in-
sight, the events of October and
a historical tradition of religious
and social rebellion. That he was
fully consclous of what he had
dene s cenfirmed by an entry in
his diary for 10 March 918,

'If there had existed In Russia a
genuine priesthood, and not merely
a class of morally obtuse persons
of ecclesiastical  profession, they
would leng ago have sensed this
circumstance — that ‘Christ is with
the Red Guards'. One can hardly
dispute thls truth — simple one
for people whe have read the
Gospels and thought about them....
I only established 2 fact: if ane
locked into the snow-clouds aof
the storm on that road, one saw
lesus Christ  (lsus Khristos.)’

That last sentence indicates
that the wvislon of Christ came as
unbidden to Blok as ‘the wvast
image out of Spiritus Mundl' did
to Yeats in The Second Coming
(Kernel Chukovsky hes said that.
Blok told him, ‘When | finished
| was surprised myself: Why
Christ? s it really Chrise? But
the more | locoked Into it, the
clearer | saw Christ.") However,
there is a profound divergence
between the meaning of Blok's
Second Ceming of Christ and that
of Yeats, In an essay wrltcen In
1923, Eliot described the use of
myth as 'away of controlling, of
giving a shape and a significance
te the immense pancrama of fucl-
lity and anarchy, which is contem-
porary history, and he referred
to Yeats as the first writer to
have been conscious of this need,
Eliot's view of contemporary
history here may well recall to
us Yeat's words in The Second
Coming: -

|8

‘Things fall apart; the centre
cannot held;

Mere anarchy Is loosed wupaon
the warld.
Bath Yeats and Eliet found in

myth a means of expressing the
horror and despair with the pre-
sent and the regret for a wvanis-
hed order of the past which they
shared. Yeats in The Second
Coming transformed his Chrisc—
symbol Into a *rough beast' — the
god of an age of anarchic violence
te be born. The power of The
Second Coming should not blind
us to the fact that lt remalns a
cry of fear and despair, a denial,
of any positive direction In con-
temporacy histery which Is an
abdication of the intelligence. (I3
not its great appeal to  literary
Ineellectuals due ac least partly
to the fact that It lends iself o
an Indulgence of the sense of
meaninglessness and impotence?)
Yeats's |dealisation of the ariste-
cratic past and his eccentric the-
ory of history could afford him
no deeper comprehension of the
present; and in spite of the horror
of wviclence expressed in The
Second Coming, he ended by
embracing the ‘rough beast’ incar.

nated then in Fascism. Blok's
Christ-symbel, on the other hand,
was created out of an Insight

which brought together past and
present — the drama of the Petro-
grad streecs, the Russian past and
the Christ of the Gospels—ina
unifying and mutually enriching
Significarce. Sixty years after, it
is possible te say that Blsk,
neither Marxist nar  Christian,
has left us 2 work which s the
most memarable unien  in lltera-
ture of these two traditions of
thought.

MNMOTE ON TRANSLATIONS

The translations

fram Blok's poerry
and prose quoted in this artcle  are
I'I"l:pI awn,
The formidable difficulties of rendey

ing The Twelve [nta English have nat
deterred several translators from erying
The two most recent versions thag | have
rezd aro alse those lean  recommend
Most strongly: those by Sergei Hackel
in The Peet pnd the Revolution
(Cxford) and by Jon Stallworthy and
Peter  France In " Aleksandr Blok
Selected Pooms {Penguiny

(Comtinged on page 24)
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Content,
criticism
by Samudran

Erend Reggie Siriwardena's article
on Form—Content relationship
and Marxist criticism (L. G. MNov.
I} with great interest. Certainly,
the question of primacy of
content over form as ralsed by

me s of broader relevance,
However, | must point out that
Siriwardena has  Isolated this

phrase from the rest of my article

and subjected it to a dertailed
treatment, giving it his  own
interpretation, Before | deal with
cercaln theoretleal  issues of
fundamental  impertance  arlsing
out of his article | consider |t
incumbent en my part to =ay a
ward about the context with
whizh | was concerned.

In my article (L. G. Sept. I5)
I was not dealing with the
contemporary Tamil literary scene
in general but with a parcicular
aspect of it, the emerging
progressive tradition. My referance
te the sixties as a perlod of a
‘great leap forward' had disturbed
the minds of some who have
gone to the extent of falsifying
history and hezping a lot of
abuse and slander on the progre-
sslve movement as a whaole, |
consider it extremely relevant
to stress a point  regarding this
‘leap forward” as it is also related

to certain general issues raised
by Siriwardena. In a sense this
period  marked a  diachronic
disjunction. A new mode of
creative activity challenged the
exlsting, established, dominant
mode, MNow, what Iz the function
of the Marxist critic in this
context!

It is neot mezrely one of
“approval eor “tondemnation"

based on the extracred “ideslogical
content'' of the new literature,
The Marxist critic has to perform
a more complex task, In the
first place, like all ather Marxists,
he should have 2 sensibility that
is attuned to the motions of a
specific  struggle in a  given
historlcal cantext, Secondly, asa

form and Marxist

critlc he should have a fine grasp
of the level of developmant of
the new creative farces of
literature, drama  etc This
presupposes a theoretical mastery
of that moment of histary in
terms of the iInstances  that
determine and overdetermine it
In evaluating creative writings of
the early formative phases of a
new tradition the critic's sense
of the present as history Is a
vital factor. Why do | consider
Maunaguru's  play  “Sankaram”
(Descruction), for example, as a
landmark? Firstly, it econstituced
@ radical rupture from the then
existing deminant mode of folk
drama production. It was to my
knowledge the first of fts kind,
e was certainly a radical play;
It portrayed social conflices and
struggle for change. But, this Is
nat to say that it' was free of
shortcomings, MNow, when “San-
karam' is placed in the context
of a stream of succeeding plays,
aiming for a higher level of deve-
lopment of the creative forces of
drama, its shortcomings would
certainly become more apparent.
The point to remember, however,
Is that all this does not reducs
the importance of Sanlaram as a

turning  point.

| have raised this point here
as | find thaz some critics tend
to apply standards derived from

great works produced during the
rising tide of bourgaois and prale-
tarian revolutions elsewhere in a
mechanistic imitative manner
and srrive at sweeping, sensational
Judgements which only betray their
lack of histerical sense of their
own environment and show them
as highly literate but zbsolutely
poor  critics, The “undopmatic
Marxism" of some people is an
aberration of this type, which |
consider to be extremely vulgar.

Siriwardena has “Invited” me to
face a test. Before cosidering this
“Invitation” | should like to expose
the theoretical flaws that underly

{ A reply to ".
E,; Reggie Sfrf'n-'arrfma;
his  well Intended article. The

shortcomings | see in the theore-
tical underpinnings of his critiqua
of my assertian of primacy of con-
tent, are of an epistemological
nature directly related to defining
the content of a creative wark.

“Primacy of content over form®,
does not by any means deny the

organic  wnity and “interdspen-
deace” of the two. It is only
an ascertainment of the func-

tional hierarchy of the insepar-
able elements of a dialectical
unity. This is what | propose
to demonstrate here while poin-
ting out the epistemological
errors of Siriwardena.

Siriwardena “suspects” that my
insistence on  the primacy of
content over form s due to my
loyalty to the “‘orthodoxy of
soclalisc  reallsm  whose practice
consists of extracting from works
of literature their ideological
content, for approval or condem-
natien™. It seems to me that
Siriwardena  himself has adopted
the same practice to |dentify the
content af Shelly’s Song vto the
Men of England. Ithink it would
be fair to state that Siriwardena’s
groute against the "'socialist rea-
fists”, is that they fail te give
equal weightage to farm and styla
as (o content as '‘an organic
element of the work datarmining
meaning'",

| must say that the practice of
extracting the |declogleal content
alone for approval or condem-
natlen is not the correet socialist
realist methed of literary criticism.
Those who consider that alone
to be a sufficient means to evaluate
warks of artistic praxis are vulzar

Marxists, and perhaps there are
too many of them. It is notonly
socialist  realism  but  socialism

icself that has undergane unpar-
donable, criminal vulgzrization in

the hands of many Parties and
writers. But  Siriwardena,  his
condemnatlon of such  wulgar
metheds of identification of che
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content of literature not with-
standing, does not seem to offer
a better alcernative. | am inclined
to believe that he commits the
same errcr that he sesks to
rectlfy, With all his emphasis
on the erganic unlty of form and
content and thelr interdependence,
which Is well taken, he has not
offered a method of criticism that
does not create 2 mechanical
form-content dichotomy. | think
the basle flaw In  Siriwardena's
method, which is as | pointed
out already, the method of the
very "socialist realists' he con-
demns, lles in not being able to
define content itself asa produce
of artistic reflection of realicy,

| would think that all serious
critics, bourgeois or marxist, ab-
stract the scciclogical essence
{(which includes the ideological
element) of literary works as a
first step to ascertain their class
bias. Perhaps many bourgeols
critles do it unconsciously butg
their class consciousness prompts
them to do this. |consider this
abstraction as a necessary practice.
But, | do not accept the view
that the soclological essence abs-
tracted this way alone is the con-
tent of a work of arcistic praxis.
It Is more than that. Fer the
content of a creative wark s
not a product of clinical political-
eccnomic analysis pursued along
scientific lines. It is the result
of a conscicusly pursued process
of artistic reflection of particular
phenomena through the “prism
of the inner world" of the artise.
This process is dissimilar to the
method of pure palitical econami-
reproduction, Evaluation and aesc
thetic interpretation in the context
of the creative process are func-

tions that pertain primarily to
content,
I would like to explain my

point by taking the dialectic af
Typleality-Individualicy relationship
in literature, Any particular cha-
racter of a novel is a type, In
the sense that he or she repre-
sents a  particular social group
(class, caste, religion ete) of
soclety. At the same time the
character Is an individual with
a specific personality, the ‘“'this
one", The character is an artistic
Image In which the living indi-
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vidual with his or her emotions
and peculiarities, fuses with the
type. This is what Marxist critles
call the combination of the gene-
ral and the particular into a
dynamic unity. Very often the

so called formal deficiencies In
progressive literature are the
result of inadequate artistic re-

production of the specifics of the
individual,

The correct critical approach is
to trace these deficiencies to their
roots In the content, But it is
not an easy task for a critic to
do. He can succeed in such an
exercise only if he himself had
@ greater artistic mascery of the
phenomena concerned chan the
writer wheose work he attempts
to criticise. A good critic sught
to know his ewn limitations be-
fore he undertakes an evaluation
of a werk. Unfortunately many
Marxist critics are presumptuous
and exceed their limits and when
they can net get to the reots,
they indulge In criticising the
“form" which is treated in prac-
tice as the outer shell envelop-
ing the content.

As Marx said “to be radica'
I+ to grasp things by the roots,
the root of humanity however is
man himself"'. This man is the
subject of the artist and Is raised
to the level of content only by
the attitude and creative ability
of the artist,

It is by giving to content the
breader meaning | have given here
that one could really establish
the dialectical, inseparable unicy
between content and form. In
this unity there s not enly a
correlation which determines the
degree of perfection of this unity
but also a hierarchy of content
over form,

I think | owe a short expla-
nation of the meaning of Form.
Form expresses the Inner scruc-
turation of the content. It deals

with the organization of the various
elements produced by artistic
reflection.  This process of artistie
erganizaticn may go on evolving
in the mind of the artist before
he externalizes It as a final
product. So the assertion of
primacy of content over form
is not relegating form to a less

important place but identifying
the more decisive of the twao
inseparables in  determining

meaning and artistic quality,
When Ceontent — Form  relation-
ship Is understood In  this way

the mechanical dichatomy vanishes.
However, beourgeois epistemology
is such it leads to a dichotomy
often giving the Impression of an
independent existence of form,
‘Formalism’ as a  tendency arlses
out of this dichotomy. The
debate Marxism vs Formalism

is the result of two contra-
dictory epistemological posi-
tions, corresponding to two

antagonistic classes.

Siriwardena says that the oppo-
sitlon | maintain between Marxism
and Formalism has been trans-
cended half a century ago else-
where, But the polnt to be faced
is that the main canflicc in the
Tamil licerary context is Marxism
vs Formalism and currently some
who clailm to be Marxists  have
fallen inta the formalist trap due
ta their inability to understand
the Content-Form dialectic as a
totality produced by artistic praxis_

A word on the invitation offered
to me ta a2pply my principle, to
Shelley's celebrated "Song to the
Men of England”, | would SUggest
to Siriwardena te take a ook ar

this piece in the light of my
interpretation of Content-Form
relationship, It offers a better
method of seelng the “organic
unity™ and “the perfect fusion”
of content  and form in  the
Marxian  dialectical way. What
Sirlwardena wanted to |llustrate

to me is better accomplished by
my methoed than his,

Siriwardena has  referred to
Brecht's Epic theatre. My position
is that Brecht was a great
socialist realist. He had his
disagreements with other leading
Marxist  thinkers |lke Lukacs.
(Incidentally, Lukacs In his later
writings had accepted Brecht as
the "“greatest realist playwright
of his  ctime". However, his
struggle to create a new form of
theatre was well wichin the broad
frame of Socialist realism. The
credo of Brecht and of all other
soclalist realists may be expressed
thus “we base our aesthetics, as

(Contimued on pose 24)



C. T. BLUES

Todzy the Advertiser Is God-
and  Anandatissa, the genius

who gave us  “Preechi” 15 the
new Messiah,

“Bur the danger -signals are
already flashing™ warned Danny

L. Velandapaola, treasurer of the
Inner Wheel Club and a Big
Wheel In the advertising world,
dragging me by the arm furcively,
at the Supper Club the other
night. *“What's wrong?"" | asked,
genulnely worried,

Look, Qutsider, | theught you

should be che first to know,
seeing that | have admired your
articles, espacially when you write
under your own name and not
under some ridiculously transparent
pseudonyms like K. K. Sharma
or William Rees-Mogg.... we ara
in deep trouble.... our aid per
caplta Is che highest, our growth
rates are the biggest, our majo-
rity Is a world record, our deficlt
an Afro-Asian record and: eur
inflation Is in training for ‘the next
Olympics, but all chis has generated

such optimism that the danger is-

that our people will now start to
relax...."

“"Good God" | sald, shaken.

Yes, and that's why we in the
advertising world are facing our
greatest challenge.. ..

under-sell the product, and pro-

ject a negative Image: In order to
undermine the overweening con- -

the:

fidence that has saturated
market., .. In shart, Itisa defla-
tionary exercise...."

"Sponsored by....?"

“' By the wellknown Mad. Avenue
outfit, the | .M .F."

" Could | know something ahout
It....I mean your campaign It could
be 2 scoop, you know!"

"We are mounting a campaign
which will re-jig the mest popular
advertisements in the print media,
radio and TV to give the audience
a de-stabilising, shock effect. ...
do have a Bristol,.., '

“Why Bristol2" | inquired,
disappointed that it wasmtva Dun-

“quickty

‘gazerte, of tomorrow?"

‘eest.. . imind you, It's just the reugh

we'have to -

Vber the ad. about the crash hel-

The Qutsider

hill or Bensan, In

keeplng with
his statlandi,

" Because Bristol belongs to the
waorld of today ' .. . .he announced,
adding" and who knows
whether [t will belong to the

“Of courseé, of course' o said,
brightly....

" Precisely,. .. it -was a little

sketch ... our ideas-men, market
—research  boys and  copy-writers
are’ now  putting - the finishing
touchas te ather....” -

" Please, pleate’ | begged “‘just

give me one or twa more and
"1l have a' frontpage lead...."

“Remember, these are crude,
very rough: sketches we are
working on....ckay here's' one

«v..you know the People's Bank
ad onTV....a poor man's version
really of the KLM ad, the incer-
view: at Schipel airport....1"

E "

Interviewer: 'S0 why do you
prefer the People's Bénk....!"

Client : ' For many reasans....
first, look at.cheir new 'interest
rates....l get 2290 an my savings
,,,,, but most of all," | know my
money is safe:..." '

Interviewer : " Then why do
you look so depressed?™ '

Client ; " Bécause | had to bor-
rew 30/- from the'Bank of America
at 24% to pay' for ataxi to go to
the People's Bank, stupid....”

* - s

One mere for the road, so to
‘say,wisecracked Danny. L."Rémem-

met,., /"
¥ »
Boy Friend : “Darling let's go
‘to the Galle Face for a stroll....”
Girl Friend : (testing his love,
pushing her luck and so flircatiously

coaxing) “'Deon't talk to me about
Galle Face....promise, youl’l taks

SINVITE! US TO'
CATER FOR«
YOUR/ PARTY 4.

to bop
60 230

or
maore «« -

PAGODA:

Catering is ourispeciality. »
"We cater for any
function large or small:
weddings, -engagements,
cockeails, launcheons,
dinners. K

PAGODA
RESTAURANT. too. ! -

is avallable for your party, |

Pho I'tEJ: 230856, 292135,

] I
[
]

B
=
- PAGODA

105, Chatham Street,
Colombo .« =

' Cyril Rodrigo Restaurant

me fora bus ride, today,...”
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New cinema and the

audience

hy has Hansa Vilak wea-

thered the box-office with
soms success, and Para Dige
failed 7 This pair of unsusual films
by younger fllmmakers, released
simultaneously In  the circuics,
offers an interesting opportunity

for a study of the rtastes and
responses of the Sinhala mass
audience and the problems of

the szerious film-maker in com-
rmunicating wich it

Hansa Vilak made exacting
demands on the audlence in the
camplexity of its technique, whase
Innavations had no parallel in the
Sinhala cinema. Yet the daring risks
that Dharmasiri Bandaranayake tack
In his first film seem to have paid
aff. Even if some filmgoers were
left  doubtful abour what was
happening a2t some points in the
film er where ‘reality’ ended and
‘fantasy’ began, that doesn't seem
to have been a barrier to the film's
popularicy. But if this s a credit-
mark for the Sinhala film audience
(for Hansa Wilak is a difficult
film by any standards), the failure
of Para Dige at the box-office
ralses a questien about the limits
of its taste. Para Dige would
appear to be a simpler film than
Hansa Vilak in technique and
narrative form. Yet Dharmasena
Pathiraja has failed to reach rappart
with the greater part of his audi-
ence in this film. Why?

| suggest that the answeor seems
to be that the popular audience
today is capable of stretching its
minds a good deal as far as
technical complexities are concerned
— as long as the sitvations, the
experlence and the emoctions it
is asked to respond to are within
its range of comprehension and
sympathy., In Hansa Vilak, in
splte of the difficulties of the
form, this condition did obtain.
A marital triangle, conflict between
love and family obligations, the
claims of children, desire, hate
and Jealousy — these are within
the famlliar experiencesfthe mass

audience, In splte of the technical
sophistication and the absence aof
maralistic judgments with which
Dharmasiri Bandaranayake treated
them.

In Para Dige, on the other
hand, the audlence seems to have
falled to find any polnt of emaoti-
enal contact. The complaing heard
fram many film-goers, ‘Kathandara-
yaknehe' ("There's no  story’), s
partly explained by the fact that
Pathiraja was deliberately working
away frem the dramatic, in tho
simple sense of the word, (no
greater contrast with his lasc film,
the tense and  action-packed
Bambaru Avith, could have been
Imagined —a sign of a good film
—-maker's refusal to repeat himself )
However, what probably alienared
the audience was the absence naot
just of action but of any emotional
drama into which they could enter.
One can imagine the frustration
of people who went to the film,
having heard that it was the story
of a young man who had to find
the money for his girl-friend to
have an abortion —a  sftuation
which still, In our society, con-
netes a major emotional and maral
crisis. But the central charactars
in Pathiraja’s film are ‘outsiders’
who have savered thelr rooes in
traditlonal  family relations, and
therefore take the problem with
nanchalance (Chandare's visit o
his village was, for me, the finose
sectlon of the film in thz brilllance
with  which it brings osut his
distance from his origins), But
the characters’ reaction s cna
with which most film-gosrs must
have found It difficult to  empa-
thise.

Audience - respanse, as far as
its effect on  box-office receipts
is concerned, is a problem only
for financiers, but the film-maker
who wants to communicate can't
afford to be indifferent rto it
However, the problem of the
film-maker Is by noe means an
gasy one. On the one hand,

Teuchstone

there can be no growth in audi-
ance-taste if the serious film-
maker isn't constantly stimulating

his audience to enlarge their intell-
lgence  and  imagination beyond

what they have been routinely
accustomed to (where would we
be today without the risks cthat
the makers of Rekava, Gampera

liyva or Ahas Gawwa took In
their time 7}, On the ather hand,
the film-maker who loses touch

entirely with the consclousnass of
his audiance must pay the price.
| don't propose to offer answars
to this dilamma, but | wauld like

to suggest that the film-maker's
problems of communication are

by no means as simple as s

suggested by thowe critics who
make a tripartite divislan of aur

cinema into ‘commercial’, ‘elitist’
and ‘soclally consclous' films.

Is Para Dige elitist? | suppose
a case can be made out for
calling It that, on the ground
that its principal character-types
and  their experience are still
unusual in our society. But there
Is no guarantee that a film whose
content |s concerned with themas
that are more socially Immediate

will always and necessarily succeed
in communication with the audi-

ence. It will be interssting to
see what will be the rasponse
of the mass audience to Pathiraja’s
next film, Soldadu Unnehe

(just selected for the New Delhi
festival ) — his finest work yet
and the most soclally critical film

that any of our film-makers has
made. It requires the audience
to enter with humane and incelli-

gent understanding Into the expa-
rience of a madman, a drunk, a

prostitute.  Will it be popular ?
| very much hope so,

i3



The enigma...
(Conrinued from page 13)

scarnfully described as a para
sudda, is most deplorable. Pro-
fessor  Plaris  has  quoted an

English translation of the offending
passage that appeared in the
Sinhala Bauddhaya in May 1914,
lt was cartalnly not sediticus, but
| dare not requote It for decency's
sake, It maligned the entire human
race, for the general and excep-
tional behaviours of the para sudda
are no better, no worse, than
those of the rest of humanicy.

There is no denying the fact
that the Anagarika, despite his
litcle influsnce In Sri Lanka while
he was alive, has left far better
or for warse an Impress on ouf
recent histery. In this | agree
with Michael Roberts aud Kumari
Jayewardana, In the euphoria of
the aftermath of colonial rule,
Sri Lanka had looked out for
suitable heroes among the burled
colonial past, and had found one
in the Anagarika. BMow that he
Is placed in the pation's Valhalla,
he will continue to be exposed
to the and

slings arrows, nay
the sledge-hammers and pick-
axes, of the devil's advocates.

The Anagarika was a vociferous
Sinhalese Buddhist missionary of
little education and less culture
{this is my own humble opinion,
but what or who aml!), ne
different from a type of Christian

missionary whom the Anagarika
had always (and often brucally)
assailed. But as a human being

prone to human frailties he is
entitled to a dispassionate eval-
uation of his life and services,
and let not the good be interred
with his ashes.

Blok, Christ...

(Cattinged from page 18)

Hackel's translatien s a scholarly
rendering which stays as closm as possi-
ble to the original In farm =and sense,
but s @t the same time creative. The
commentary which makes up the grea.
ter part of the book is the most
extensive and [luminating study of tho
poem to be found in English: it is by
a writer who, as scholar of Russian,
priest and radical Christian, is admira-
bly equipped to write it. The book s,
however, expensive, The Penguin paper,
back is cheaper and mere easily acce-
ssible: it contzins 2 free rendering of
The Twelve by a student of Russian and
2n English poet working In collzboration,
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Anagarika ...
(Cangiuted from page 1)
he were living he too would

have |olned them, but would
have probably added —"My
son, | have heard all these
many times before, and that

s why apart from belng close
ta Maresh as you may con-
clude, | decided to be born in
India In my next birth, and
not here amidst you folk  But
as for you why dan't yau
change your name, and try to
be more subtle in you scholarly
research?"’

If Ralph Plerls had cared to
read my booklet in the verna-
cular (or at least pretended to
have done so as Reggie Siri-
wardena) he would have been
spared the many agonies of
intense research that have gone
into deciding as to whether
Anagarika was a hypocrite or
a schizophrenic. Have | not
shown there that Anagarika —
the crafty old fox had once
advised 2 Buddhist menk o
gobble up his share of beef
without making much ado of
it? How does Ralph Pieris see

such aces In terms of his
scholarly research? Bur of
course  belng na  scholar |

could not ecansider those other
mere Important  aspects of
Anagarika unearthed by Ralph
Pierls—che intensicy of his
homosexual proclivities, the
regularity of his masturbatory
practices or the frequency of
his nocturnal emissions! | was
nzive enough only to look at
the historical figure and be
dazzled by its continuing Influ-
ence on the wvast masses of
thls country.

Anyway my booklet in Sinhala
was meant for a different
audience and not for ‘'social
dropouts —even If they happen
to be professors of sociclogy.

Gunadasa Amarasekera

Troubled oil ...
(Continwed from page 4}

Admirals, who were plainly over-
doing their courtesy. Since Trinco
is in their parish, the TULF
guns went jnte acction too.

Rizaco, the project-finder, as
well as the maln investor, HARCO
are not Mew York-based. altho-
ugh both have Amarlcans at the
top. They operate out of Cayman

lslands, the British  Vyest |Indies
tax haven.

After protracted negotiations,
which Included checking of cre-
dentials way back re  Chicago,
the deal is now ready for Mr.
Ed. Harrison's signature. Mr.
Harrison, a U35 engineer repre-
sents Rizaco which has Interests

in Honduras and Costa Rica, Some

changes have been made. The
refinery's rated capacity will be
125,000 b/d and che companyn

capital Is likely to be 600 milllen
dollars,

Kalawana ...
(Continued from page d)

wala, formerly of the defunct PDP,
who 1s keen on re-joining the
SLFP desplte the failure to have
his application accepted the first
time. However, the Sarath-Vasu-
Manda Ratnapura axis will probably
help frustrate these moves, [
their fall-back position (Sarath as
an ‘independent') also falls, this
group will want the SLFP to stay
out of the campaign altogether.

But the rapid build-up of anti-
UNP feelings among the SLFP'ers
and Opposition supporters gene-
rally will strengthen the hand of
these who argue for open 35LFP
backing for a single Oppesition
candidate.

Content, form. ..

{(Continued from page 24)

the
He
“the
inst-

we do our merality, on
necessities of our struggles”.
was firmly committed to
inseparability of art and
ruction'. He attributed so much
importance to the epic theatre
because In It he could find a mare
optimal correlation of form and
content. His experiments were
a good indication of the greater
mobility of econtent than form
and the demand the former makes
on the latter in periods of
struggle.



Generatons and motors of all types Large power transtormers

and siros
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Mediurn- and bogh voltage switchgear Tele-contral and data systems
up 1o 525 kY

Electro-heat applications (foundries)  Electrical equipment far rolling mills  Complete installations

for the building materials industry

Reliable advice, dependable
planning and engineering for
the generation, distribution and F?Egegosx[rfﬂef?ﬁl

utilization of electrical energy. BROWN BOVERI| colombo 1 %ﬁf‘i

Represented in Sri Lanka by
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Upali: A company blessed by the sun

The sun,an eternal symbol of USA, Australia, Japan, lreland, That’s the sunshine story of
energy and the bright side of Hong Kong, Thailand, where the Upali Group,whose every
life is the Upali Group’s they are marketed. product and service is blessed
emblem and inspiration. It is the stamp of quality DY e Sum:

_ Forcenturies the people of  that is synonymous with the a
Sri Lanka, bronzed by its success of the Upali Group's e
warmth have looked upon the ventures. In countries far and 3
fiery siaras a sign of good omen near. In spheres as wide and N
and adorned their flags and varied as the manufacture of
crests with its likeness. chocolates & confectionery,

The Upali Group’s burnished radios and electronic equipment,
sun shines not only in Sri Lanka motor cars, cocoa processing,
but over many lands, Malaysia, cocoa plantation management,
Singapore, Britain, where their management services and
products are manufactured and  distribution.

Head Qifice: 223 Bloemerichal Road Colombo 13 Sri Lanka P. O. Box 172 Telex: 1198 Upali Colorbo
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